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Trade, climate 
top ag sector election issues

By Jordan Twiss
With election night less than three 

weeks away, and two leaders’ debates 
slated for next week, Saskatchewan 
producers may still be wondering if 
agriculture, and the challenges that the 
industry faces, will ever make it onto 
any party’s agenda.

For his part, though, Saskatchewan 
Cattlemen’s Association CEO Ryder Lee 
believed from the outset of the federal 
campaign that the industry would have 
to work hard to get agriculture on the 
radar of the parties.

“The big thing for us is getting agri-
culture even acknowledged, along with 
the things that we want to talk about,” 
he told the Chronicle, arguing that a 
lack of focus on agriculture reduces it 
to an afterthought in the minds of most 
Canadians. 

“Prioritizing and funding trade expan-
sion and improvement always needs to 
be talked about it. It can’t be taken for 
granted,” he added.

On trade, Lee sees a number of issues 
that cattle producers would like to see 
any party – regardless of its political 
stripes – address in its election plat-
form. These range from the obvious in 
repairing the flow of exports to China, 
to finalizing and taking full advantage of 
international trade deals like the Trans 
Pacific Partnership (TPP), The Canada-
European Union Comprehensive 
Economic and Trade Agreement 
(CETA), or the United States-Mexico-
Canada Agreement (USMCA).

Along with realizing the full potential 
of existing trade accords, Lee says pro-
ducers would also like to see whichever 
party forms government push for more 

consistent trade rules and regulations 
worldwide.

“Cattle and pork both face challenges 
getting approval for exports for the EU 
for our big processing plants, because 
they do some food safety interventions 
that the EU doesn’t allow,” he said, list-
ing carcass washes as an example.

Explaining that the Canadian industry 
won’t abandon these practices, which 
he says are proven to improve both the 
product and overall food safety, just to 
ship some product to the EU, Lee says 
producers would like the EU to recog-
nize its own science on the matter.

“If it’s good enough for Canadian con-
sumers, it should be good enough for 
EU consumers,” he said.

While Lee hadn’t seen the full plat-
forms of any party at the time of his 
conversation with the Chronicle, he said 
parties need to act as champions for the 
issues that are important to the agricul-
ture industry, and that the Cattleman’s 
Association would work with both the 
government and the opposition to get 
things done.

Aside from trade, Lee says he’d like to 
see the next government focus on mak-
ing Canada more competitive, investing 
in science and research, and improving 
existing programs, such as the tax refer-
ral program.

“On a lot of things, there isn’t a lot 
of disagreement. It’s whether it’s high 
enough up the priority list,” he said.

One issue that seems to be high on 
the priority list of all parties is climate 
change. Here, Lee says the government 
of the day must listen to the story that 
cattlemen have to tell, rather than just 
blindly accepting the notion that “beef 

is bad.”
“We’ve got a great story 

of improving our effi-
ciency, of making the soil 

healthy, of taking care of habitat for 
animals,” he said. “We want to have 
that conversation, and make sure that 
policies aren’t made that don’t consider 
all the good that happens.”

While mostly in agreement with Lee, 
Agricultural Producers Association of 
Saskatchewan president Todd Lewis 
laments that many of the challenges 
producers face going into the upcoming 
federal contest are the same ones that 
plagued them in the 2015 campaign.

Some, he notes, have even persisted 
for far longer, with seemingly no clear 
remedy in sight.

“Rail transportation has been an 
ongoing issue for decades, and we have 
seen some improvement, but we’re ask-
ing all parties to consider rail transpor-
tation, and infrastructure investment 
– be it in actual railroads or port facili-
ties in western Canadian ports at Prince 
Rupert and Vancouver – to improve 
capacity and ensure that we have effi-
cient grain movement,” he said

On climate change, Lewis says that 
the Saskatchewan government has 
APAS’ support when it comes to the 
challenge of the Liberal federal gov-
ernment’s carbon tax. He adds that 
the province should have jurisdiction 
over any carbon pricing models going 
forward, because it has a better under-
standing of Saskatchewan’s agriculture 
industry, and the measures producers 
are taking to reduce their carbon foot-
prints.

Far from arguing that climate change 
isn’t an issue, or that governments 
shouldn’t take action, Lewis says he 
just wants all parties to understand that 
the agriculture industry has been, and 
can continue to be, part of the solution, 
rather than part of the problem.

“We produce more pounds of meat 
and bushels of grain with a lower carbon 

f o o t p r i n t 
than ever 
before,” he 
said. “We 
want to see 
the par-
ties recog-
nize that, 
and the 
prov inces 
should be 

more involved in the carbon pricing 
model more than they are right now.”

Turning to the always touchy subject 
of China, Lewis says he was encouraged 
by the appointment of Dominic Barton 
as ambassador to China, because Barton 
has a strong understanding of agricul-
ture’s role in the Canadian economy, 
and of the importance of trade.

He adds that he wants to see where all 
parties stand on ongoing trade issues, 
not just with China, but also with other 
problematic trading partners like India 
and Italy. 

Lewis also wants to know what the 
parties’ platforms will offer producers 
who have been negatively impacted by 
barriers to trade, such as China’s ongo-
ing ban of Canadian canola.

“We need to see a good plan in place 
to support agriculture, if need be, to get 
us through these trade disruptions,” he 
said.

Noting that there are a number of key 
issues this election that are more tied to 
the agriculture sector than people might 
initially realize, Lewis says the most 
notable is the question of immigration.

With most work in the agriculture 
industry being seasonal in nature, 
labour shortages in the sector can be 
common and chronic. To fill these 
shortages, employers in the industry 
rely heavily upon temporary foreign 
workers.

“It would especially help agriculture if 
we get the right programs in place that 
allow these workers to come in,” Lewis 
said. “We want to have the doors open 
so these people can become Canadian 
citizens as well.”

Given agriculture’s sheer scale in 
Canada (and Saskatchewan), Lewis says 
it’s important for the general public, 
and for the parties, to realize that agri-
culture, and the agri-food industry, is 
the largest non-governmental employer 
in the nation.

What’s more, Lewis says that agri-
culture doesn’t end at the farm gate. 
Toronto, he notes, is one of the biggest 
centres in North America for food pro-
cessing.

“Agriculture really does have long-
reaching effects on the Canadian econo-
my,” he said. “Good support for agricul-
ture is support for Canada.”
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Winter feeding plans 
start with evaluating feed resources

By Alicia Sopatyk, PAg, 
Regional Livestock Specialist, Tisdale

In many parts of the province, forage 
supplies are low; however, there are sev-
eral options for winter rations to strategi-
cally feed to meet your livestock’s chang-
ing needs. It all starts with a good look at 
the feed stack to determine if you have the 
quantity and quality of forage to get you 
through any circumstance. Doing so pro-
vides an opportunity to match the feeds 
with the needs of your livestock, avoid 
over or under feeding and purchase sup-
plements before potential price increases. 

Time to pull out the weigh scale – 
for your livestock, but also your bales. 
Knowing how much your livestock weigh 
will help determine how much feed they 
will physically need. On average, beef 
cows will consume 2.5 per cent of their 
body weight in feed on a dry matter basis; a 1400 
pound cow will eat approximately 35 pounds of 
dry matter. If your bales are 15 per cent moisture, 
you will need to feed 41.5 pounds of hay on an as 
fed basis to reach the goal of 35 pounds of dry 
matter. Keeping this in mind, you would need 
4,150 pounds of hay (at 15 per cent moisture) for 
100 head per day, or 830,000 pounds (376.5 MT) 
for 200 days of winter feeding. Knowing this, look 
at the quantity of feed you have available. Get an 
accurate average weight on your bales as they 
come off the field and the tonnage of silage as it 

enters the pit. Does the quantity of feed match 
the physical quantity required by your livestock? 

Next, we need to look at the quality of the for-
age. Unfortunately, visual analysis alone isn’t 
enough to determine the quality of the feed. 
Feed testing provides specific values that can be 
cross referenced with your animal’s requirements 
and referenced back to the quantity available 
to complete a winter feeding plan. Work with 
your nutritionist or Regional Livestock and Feed 
Extension Specialist to select the appropriate 
feed test package and sampling information.  We 

have compiled a list of laboratories that 
do feed testing. If other factors such as 
mycotoxins, nitrates and sulphates are a 
concern, those can also be tested for on an 
as-needed basis.  

Nutrition is a factor you as a producer 
can control. Managing and planning your 
winter feeding period requires knowledge 
of your feed inventory both in terms of 
quantity and quality, an understanding of 
your animal’s requirements at different 
stages of production, and some leeway 
with regards to length and severity of 
the winter feeding period and feed wast-
age. The protein and energy requirements 
of a beef cow in good condition coming 
off pasture at five months pregnant, for 
example, are vastly different from a cow 
that is eight months pregnant. It is costly 
to overfeed the less pregnant cow like she 

is heavily pregnant, especially if weather is good 
and even more so when supplies are limited. 
Take a close look at your feed stack and feed test 
results to prioritize what feeds are best suited to 
meet your livestock’s needs as they move through 
the production cycle, keeping weather in mind.  
It pays to plan ahead and be strategic with your 
resources. 

For more information, contact your local 
Regional Livestock and Feed Extension Specialist 
or call the Agriculture Knowledge Centre general 
inquiry line at 1-866-457-2377.
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Agriculture key to 
more election issues than one might think
As someone who lived nearly 27 of his 31 years 

in the city, I perhaps took for granted just how 
interconnected agriculture is with everything that 
happens in this country.

I knew on some level that the food I consumed, 
from fruits and vegetables, to meat, and bread, 
and pasta, was connected in some way to the 
farm. I knew, too, that I had some long-dead 

ancestors who were part 
of the industry.

But that, I thought, 
was pretty much where 
my connection to agri-
culture began and 
ended.

I was dead wrong, 
of course. It just took 
five years of being sur-
rounded by fields of 
canola and wheat, and 
cows grazing on pas-
tureland, for me to real-
ize it.

Looking, for instance, 
at the upcoming federal 
election, in which three 
of the most impor-
tant issues are climate 
change, trade, and 
immigration, it’s easy 

to draw lines from each of them all the way back 
to the farm gate.

With climate change, the line back to agricul-
ture is less a single thread than it is a complex 
web. A changing climate naturally impacts pro-
ducers, because it affects the crops they can grow, 
and also how they go about growing them.

And, just as producers are impacted by the 
effects of global climate change, they also play 
at least some small role in changing the climate, 
because food can’t be produced or shipped to 
market without leaving an emissions footprint 

in its wake – even as the vast majority of today’s 
producers are striving to make their operations as 
environmentally friendly as possible.

If agriculture can be said to be closely tied to 
climate change, its connections to trade can be 
said to run even deeper. Canada, after all, exports 
approximately half of what it produces, and, in 
2016 alone, agriculture exports were valued at 
$62.6 billion.

A successful agriculture industry, then, requires 
that the doors of global markets be kept open. 
But recent barriers to trade put in place by China 
(canola, and pork, among other goods), and India 
(lentils) have created a great deal of uncertainty 
for Canadian producers.

None of this politicking matters, mind you, if 
producers can’t even get their goods to market. 
In the west, at least, grain transportation has 
been a major concern for producers for decades, 
and seemingly little has been done to address the 
matter.

Then, of course, there’s the always touchy sub-
ject of immigration. Given that the agriculture 
industry is seasonal by nature, producers often 
struggle to find Canadian workers who can afford 
to work just a few months out of the year.

This, of course, means that many producers rely 
on temporary foreign workers during growing 
season, and that doors for these workers, and for 
those who wish to stay in Canada permanently, 
need to be left open.

One could go on and on like this forever, draw-
ing lines between agriculture and the election 
issues. 

And yet, as the party leaders debate on national 
television, typically focusing more on schoolyard 
insults than anything of substance, and as can-
didates go from door to door, what are the odds 
that agriculture will receive more than a handful 
of mentions?

What are the odds that any party’s electoral 
platform will prominently feature policy targeted 

at easing the concerns 
of producers, and the 
unique challenges that 

the agriculture industry faces?
Call me a pessimist, but I’m pegging those 

chances as resting somewhere squarely between 
slim and none.

Looking at the campaign so far, only one party 
leader, Conservative Party leader Andrew Scheer, 
seems to know that small-town Saskatchewan 
exists. Mr. Scheer, as you may recall, made stops 
in Debden, Prince Albert, and Meadow Lake 
back in July, to drum up early support for his 
candidates in the Prince Albert and Desnethé-
Missinippi-Churchill River ridings.

The others, Prime Minister Justin Trudeau, 
NDP leader Jagmeet Singh, Green Party leader 
Elizabeth May, and People’s Party of Canada lead-
er Maxime Bernier (whose promise to end supply 
management is unlikely to win him any votes from 
some producers), remain blissfully unaware of us, 
or have simply resigned themselves to the notion 
that rural Canadians will always vote conservative 
and have given up trying to earn our votes.

What they don’t realize, however, is that in keep-
ing their distance from rural areas and producers, 
they send the signal that they don’t understand, 
or, worse, don’t care, about the things that matter 
to us.

Given the importance of agriculture in the larg-
er picture of the Canadian economy, this hands-
off approach to rural Canada and the agriculture 
sector simply makes no sense.

For all they do to put food on our tables, produc-
ers deserve their time in spotlight this election.

Agro Pak
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Greenhouse gases 
and agriculture

By Kelsey Ellis, Policy Analyst, 
Environment and Resource 

Policy
Climate change is currently a top 

of mind issue for many. News and 
information on the subject make 
regular headlines. While the bulk of 
greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions in 
Canada are often attributed to oil and 
gas, electricity, and transportation, 
some consider the agriculture indus-
try to be a major source of GHG emis-
sions as well. So, exactly how much 
does agriculture contribute? What 
are producers and industry doing to 
reduce their emissions?

The agriculture industry in 
Saskatchewan has several success 
stories to tell. Saskatchewan soils 
now sequester large amounts of car-
bon due to declines in summerfal-
low, reduced tillage, and conversion 
to permanent cover. It is estimated 
that Saskatchewan soils sequestered 
9.8 million tonnes of carbon diox-
ide in 2017. This is equal to tak-
ing 1.9 million passenger vehicles 
off the road. In addition, it is gener-
ally understood that pasture lands 
serve as significant carbon sinks, but 
the research to determine the exact 
amount of carbon sequestration that 

occurs in pastures is ongoing.  
Aside from soil sequestration, 

changes in crop types have reduced 
the need for synthetic fertilizer which 
emits nitrous oxide. In 1990, there 
were 400,000 acres of pulses seeded 
in the province. In 2019, there were 
more than six million acres. Since 
pulses are able to sequester nitrogen 
in root nodules, this has resulted in 
less fertilizer use than would have 

occurred without the shift toward 
more pulse acres. In fact, the increase 
in pulse acres is estimated to have led 
to an emission reduction of approxi-
mately two million tonnes of carbon 
dioxide equivalent annually. On the 
livestock side, improvements in beef 
production practices have resulted 
in a 14 per cent decline in methane 
emissions, a 15 per cent decline in 
nitrous oxide emissions, and a 12 per 

cent decline in carbon dioxide emis-
sions Canada-wide from 1981 to 2011.  

In Canada, agriculture accounts for 
10 per cent of the country’s total GHG 
emissions. Saskatchewan contains 39 
per cent of the country’s farmland, 
yet only contributes about 25 per cent 
of total Canadian agriculture emis-
sions.

The Ministry of Agriculture offers 
a number of programs which assist 
with climate change mitigation 
efforts. For example, the Agriculture 
Development Fund invested over 
$14.6 million in climate change relat-
ed research projects from 2000 to 
2018. The Farm Stewardship Program 
also offers funding for beneficial 
management practices such as vari-
able rate fertilizer to assist in emis-
sion reductions and permanent tame 
and native forage which increases 
carbon sequestration in soils.  

Through emission reductions 
and carbon sequestration efforts, 
Saskatchewan’s agricultural com-
munity has a positive story to tell. 
Advancements in science and tech-
nology, and adoption of the latest 
production practices, will continue to 
help the industry be part of the solu-
tion moving forward. 
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How Vesicular Stomatitis 
affects Saskatchewan horse owners

By Kathryn Tonita, MSc, PAg, 
Animal Health and Welfare 
Specialist, Livestock Branch

An outbreak of Vesicular Stomatitis 
(VS) in the western United States has 
implications for Saskatchewan horse 
owners traveling or competing in the 
area this summer.

VS is a viral disease that spreads 
through contact with salvia or fluid 
from lesions of infected animals. Insects 
such as midges are also implicated in 
transmitting the virus. Horses, pigs, 
cattle, sheep, pigs and other ruminants, 
such as deer and llamas, can all become 
infected. This disease is significant 
because the clinical signs are indis-
tinguishable from other vesicular dis-
eases, such as foot and mouth disease 
(FMD), which affects ruminants and 
swine but not horses. Prompt diagnosis 
is important to contain a VS outbreak, 
which can restrict international trade, 
but more so to rule out a devastat-
ing vesicular disease like FMD. People 
working in close contact with the VS 
virus or infected animals can become 
infected and develop flu-like illness, 
and occasional cases of meningitis have 
also been reported. 

The VS virus has been detected in 
the United States this summer, includ-

ing in Oklahoma, Wyoming, Nebraska, 
Colorado, New Mexico and Texas. Cases 
have occurred primarily in horses, 
though some cattle have been infected. 
The VS virus is also prevalent from 
southern Mexico to northern South 

America, but regularly spreads north 
from these regions in the summer, caus-
ing outbreaks. The virus is not endemic 
in the United States; however, it is 
introduced periodically into some areas. 
There have been no cases in Canada 

since 1949. However, import restric-
tions to prevent introduction can affect 
cross-border equine movement.

Clinical signs
After exposure to the virus, it takes 

two to eight days for symptoms to 
appear. Animals usually recover within 
a few days or up to two weeks, unless 
other complications arise. 

The symptoms of VS virus infection 
are:

Blisters inside the mouth and on the 
lips, nose, hooves and udder; 

Mild fever;
Excessive salivation or drooling;
Refusal to eat or drink;
Lameness (especially in swine); and
Reduced milk production in milking 

cows.
Transmission

Transmission of the VS virus is not 
completely known. Insects, such as 
midges and biting flies, appear able to 
introduce the VS virus into populations 
of domesticated animals. Once it has 
been introduced into a herd, the virus is 
spread from animal to animal by direct 
contact through saliva and fluid from 
vesicles or blisters. Contaminated feed, 
water and milking machines are other 
ways this virus can be transmitted. 

Continued on page 7
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Saskatchewan’s agriculture sector is an important part of the 
province’s diverse economy.  Producers harvested a crop of 
more than 35 million tonnes in 2018, the sixth consecutive 
year the provincial harvest has been more than 30 million 
tonnes.  Saskatchewan’s 2018 total agri-food exports were 
$13.4 billion, an increase of more than 60 per cent since 
2010.

The agricultural industry is the heart and soul of 
our province. 
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Vesicular Stomatis can cause blisters and sores in the mouth and on the 
tongue.



When you think of farming, you probably don’t 
think of drones and robots.  Nevertheless, farm-
ers everywhere are using these technologies to 
increase the productivity of their farms and the 
quality of their crops. Here are just a few of the 
latest types of technological advances that are cur-
rently shaping the agricultural industry. 

Drones. Also known as unmanned aerial vehi-
cles (UAVs), drones are one of the most important 
new technologies in agriculture today. Farmers 
use them to spray fertilizers and pesticides on 
crops, thereby reducing the amount of manual 
labour involved in performing these tasks. Drone 
technology can also be used to monitor crop fields 
and livestock, and create aerial maps using GPS 
technology to help with crop planning and land 
management.

Agricultural robots. Agrobots are increasingly 
being used to harvest crops and carry out other 
simple tasks. Unlike human workers, robots are 
not in danger of hurting themselves when working 
long hours and performing repetitive tasks, and 

can be used when there are 
labour shortages. 

Air and soil sensors.
Sensors are installed on 
farms to monitor tempera-
ture and moisture levels in 
the air and soil, and gener-
ate real-time data about the 
environmental conditions 
affecting crops and live-
stock. 

Genetically modified crops. Although they 
can be controversial, genetically modified organ-
isms (GMOs) lead to higher crop yields and help 
farms to produce enough food to continue to sup-
port rapidly growing populations. Furthermore, 
because genetically modified plants are usually 
more resistant to pests and disease, farmers don’t 

need to use as many chemical fertilizers and pesti-
cides, which can be bad for the environment.
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How Vesicular Stomatitis 
affects Saskatchewan horse owners

Continued from 6
Preventing the spread of VS

The Canadian Food Inspection 
Agency (CFIA) has taken the following 
measures to prevent the entry of VS 
into Canada:

VS is a reportable disease under the 
Health of Animals Act. This means that 
all suspected cases must be reported to 
the CFIA.

All reported suspect cases are imme-
diately investigated by the agency.

If VS is diagnosed on a Canadian 
premises, a quarantine would be 
imposed to restrict movement of the 
animals. This quarantine would be lift-
ed 30 days after all clinical signs have 
disappeared.

Due to the current cases in the United 

States, the CFIA has put the following 
restrictions on all horses being import-
ed or returning from the United States:

US-origin and returning Canadian 
horses for all end-uses from Oklahoma, 
Wyoming, Nebraska, Colorado, New 
Mexico and Texas: Importation is pro-
hibited, effective immediately.

Returning Canadian horses: 
Importation is prohibited if they stayed 
in one of the affected states listed 
above during the 21 days immediately 
prior to returning to Canada. They will 
have to be moved to a non-affected 
state, stay there for at least 21 days 
and be certified by the United States 
Department of Agriculture (USDA) as 
follows:

The animal(s) or thing(s) must origi-

nate from a state certified free from VS.
All states in which the animal(s) have 

resided in the past 21 days must have 
been free from clinical and epidemio-
logical evidence of VS during the 21 
days immediately prior to export to 
Canada.

It’s important to note that various 
states may also prohibit interstate 
movements without permit/certifica-
tion/testing/post-entry testing, and 
the Canadian owner should check state 
requirements before movement.

Transiting VS-affected states: 
Whenever possible, US-origin and 
returning Canadian horses should 
avoid travelling through the affected 
states listed above. If the only route 
available is through a VS-affected 

state, when the owner/shipper arrives 
at the Canadian port of entry they must 
complete a Supplementary Declaration 
Form.

US-origin horses for all end-uses 
from non-affected states: Importation 
is permitted. The following import 
requirements still apply and must be 
certified by the USDA:

The animal(s) or thing(s) must origi-
nate from a state certified free from VS.

All states in which the animal(s) have 
resided in the past 21 days must have 
been free from clinical and epidemio-
logical evidence of VS during the 21 
days immediately prior to export to 
Canada.

For additional information, contact 
your CFIA district veterinarian.

Affinity Credit Union Member, Severson Farms 

Our focus is your financial health, from 
growing your wealth to succession planning.

1.866.863.6237 | affinitycu.ca

Choose Affinity as your financial partner. 

 Growing 
your future.
 

Keith Wason, Journeyman Mechanic
29 years experience

Now Booking Appointments • For All Light Vehicles
Phone: 306-747-8266

Located 2kms North of Shellbrook On Shell River Road
Labour Rate: $80.00/hr

Spiritwood Stockyards 1984 Ltd

Sales Every Wednesday
Office: 306-883-2168 

Hwy 24 North, Box 160, Spiritwood, SK
Come Show Pen With Us! On Real Time Internet!

Wednesday Fall Sale Dates
Show Penning Yearlings and Calves every week

October: 9, 16, 23, 30
November: 6, 13, 20, 27
December: 4, 11, 18

Contact: BRIAN JACOBSON, 306-883-7375
JUSTIN KAHL, 306-841-7386

spiritwoodstockyards.ca / ssy@sasktel.net

Wayne’s Trailer Repair & Sales
Specializing in 

Aluminum Welding
SGI Claims

Ph: 306-497-2767
Cell: 306-945-7686

Blaine Lake, SK  Email: waybon@sasktel.net

New technologies 
in farming
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APAS releases 
2019 election proposals

With a federal election loom-
ing, the Agricultural Producers 
Association of Saskatchewan (APAS) 
has identified five key issues facing 
Saskatchewan’s agriculture sector, 
which it hopes will be addressed by 
all parties.

Reinvest in Agricultural Risk 
Management

Farmers are constantly looking for 
new ways to increase the productiv-
ity of their businesses and stay

competitive in a rapidly changing 
world. Producers have made huge 
investments into their operations 
over the past decade, generating sig-
nificant growth within the Canadian 
economy, and supporting 1/8 of all 
Canadian jobs.

Ongoing trade wars, droughts, and 
escalating production costs have 
increased business risk for Canadian 
producers, and the Government’s 
share of programs to manage these 
risks have not kept up.

AgriStability was intended to pro-
tect farmers against severe revenue 
drops during turbulent market con-
ditions. Unfortunately, thousands 
of producers have left the program 
due to inadequate coverage levels 
and frustration with AgriStability’s 

administration. A recent APAS 
estimate of AgriStability cover-
age for price-risk suggested that a 
Saskatchewan farm with average 
yields, prices and expenses over the 
past 5 years would not qualify for 
coverage even if the price of canola 
fell to $7.16 per bushel.

Market disruptions and rising 
costs have created an environment 
of serious uncertainty for Canadian 
producers, so in this federal election 
APAS wants to see real commitments 
to fix AgriStability:

•  Remove AgriStability coverage 
limits that are based on a farmer’s 
allowable expenses from the previ-
ous year.

•  Restore AgriStability coverage to 
85% of a producer’s historical mar-
gin.

•  Make AgriStability payments to 
farmers faster and more predictable.

Protecting producers from 
trade injury

Saskatchewan’s producers expect 
the Government of Canada to main-
tain productive diplomatic and trade 
relationships with other countries 
because our business depends on 
access to global markets Canadian 
agricultural exports are currently 

being impacted by foreign govern-
ments, who chose to hurt farmers as 
an easy way to send political messag-
es to federal politicians in Ottawa.

Trade wars have caused serious 
income problems for Saskatchewan 
farmers and existing federal insur-
ance programs weren’t built to 
handle the economic fallout from 
price drops due to trade disrup-
tions. Meanwhile, governments in 
other jurisdictions are stepping in to 
protect their domestic farmers from 
trade injury. Market loss compensa-
tion rates are as high as $57 per acre 
in some counties in North Dakota.

In this federal election, APAS 
wants to see commitments to create 
a new “Trade injury Support

Program:”
•  Federally funded program to 

compensate farmers for lost export 
sales due to trade disputes.

•  Support offered for the duration 
of trade disputes, or until Canada’s 
existing risk management programs 
are changed to provide coverage for 
trade-related income drops.

Improving rail infrastructure 
and performance

Having an efficient and reliable 
transportation network for moving 

grain exports to global markets is crit-
ically important to Saskatchewan’s 
agricultural producers.

Canada’s rail transportation sys-
tem has struggled in recent years 
to meet the demands of increasing 
grain exports and this has caused 
costly delays for farmers, plus dam-
age to Saskatchewan’s credibility in 
export markets. Over the past 20 
years, the average time a vessel sits 
in a Canadian port waiting to load 
grain has more than doubled from 
4.3 days on average in 1999/2000 to 
an average of 10 days in 2017/18.

In this federal election, APAS wants 
to see a commitment from the feder-
al parties to improve transportation 
infrastructure for grain exports:

•  Investment into rail infrastruc-
ture programs to increase export 
capacity at a rate commensurate 
with forecasted production trends.

•  Improve federal regulations to 
provide better enforcement of recip-
rocal service agreements between 
railways, grain shipping companies, 
and producers.

•  Improve the transparency and 
oversight of overall rail network per-
formance.

Continued on page 9

&&&&
CORRAL CLEANING

Ron Toews 
306-883-7124

Derek Toews 
306-883-9952

Box 123, Leoville, SK 
S0J 1N0

Perfect Vision is 
Seeing Us!

Serving Prince Albert 
& Northern Saskatchewan

Yes! We are Open Mon. to Fri. 

Life Time Service & Warranty
•  Removes the worry of ever needing to pay 
  for the same repair or replacement

Glass Repairs, Installations 
& Replacements
•  Auto Glass Repairs & Installations
•  House Glass & Doors
•  Safety Glass (heavy equipment & farm implements)
•  PVC Door & Window Installations

Easy Insurance Filing for Glass Repair 
& Replacements
•  We take care of all windshield damage claims for you
•  I-CAR®-Trained Technicians on staff

133 - 15th Street East, PRINCE ALBERT
(across from Leon’s Furniture) 

OUT OF TOWN CALL TOLL FREE: 1-800-205-8813



SHELLBROOK CHRONICLE & SPIRITWOOD HERALD OCTOBER 3, 2019 • FALL AGRICULTURE EDITION9

APAS releases 
2019 election proposals

Continued from 8
Fighting climate change through 

recognition and resilience
A carbon tax is clearly bad for Saskatchewan’s 

agricultural producers. As price takers in global 
markets, farmers are unable to pass along the 
added costs of a carbon tax and it only harms 
their businesses without reducing carbon emis-
sions.

Saskatchewan’s cropland and prairie grasslands 
are critical assets in the global effort to fight cli-
mate change because of the carbon sequestration 
benefits these lands provide, and farmers are the 
owners and managers of these important environ-
mental protection resources.

In this federal election, APAS wants a commit-
ment to developing a federal carbon offset pro-
gram that

•  Provides meaningful recognition of current 
agricultural activities that offset carbon emis-
sions.

•  Provides financial support to maintain existing 
carbon sinks such as wetlands and grasslands.

•  Provides fair compensation to producers for 
voluntary sequestration or emission reductions.

As an additional step towards reducing carbon 
emissions, APAS supports the development of a 
national mandate to allow 10 percent ethanol con-
tent in gasoline and 5 percent biodiesel content in 
diesel.

Improving rural quality of life
Despite its importance to the provincial and 

national economy, rural Saskatchewan faces sig-
nificant labour and infrastructure challenges. We 
need additional federal leadership and invest-
ment to ensure that rural areas have the necessary 
services and infrastructure to attract and retain 
people and investment. In this federal election 
APAS calls for commitments to:

•  Increase federal investment into rural internet 
and cellular coverage, including clear timelines 
for achieving meaningful improvements

•  Change the Income Tax Act to encourage inter-
generational transfers of farms and reduce the tax 
burden on retiring producers.

•  Make it easier for beginning farmers to 
access federal capital programs like the Advance 
Payments Program and the Canadian Agricultural 
Loans Act.

NABER
SHELLBROOK NABER FORD SALES

211 Service Road East, Shellbrook   |   www.naberford.com

Shellbrook, SK
306-747-2213

Toll Free
1-888-466-2237

SERVING NORTH CENTRAL SASKATCHEWAN FOR OVER 30 YEARS
COME EXPERIENCE THE MEANING OF AUTHENTIC CUSTOMER SERVICE AND MEET THE TEAM!

3.3L, AUTO, 
FULLY LOADED & 
POWER EQUIPPED

YOUR EMPLOYEE PRICE IS NOW $37,411
OR B/W $259 + TAXES STOCK# N50755

NEW 2019 FORD F150 XLT 
SUPERCREW 4X4

MSRP   $48,249
EMPLOYEE PRICE DISCOUNTS   - $10,838

NEW 2019 FORD ESCAPE SE 
ALL WHEEL DRIVE

ECOBOOST, AUTO, 
FULLY LOADED 
& POWER EQUIPPED

MSRP   $33,339
EMPLOYEE PRICE DISCOUNTS   - $3,011

YOUR EMPLOYEE PRICE IS NOW $30,328
OR B/W $205 + TAXES STOCK# N16931

ALL WHEEL DRIVE

EMPLOYEE PRICE DISCOUNTS   - $3,011

ALL WHEEL DRIVE

2.3L, ECOBOOST, 
270 HP, AUTO, 
FULLY LOADED & 
POWER EQUIPPED
MSRP   $47,309
EMPLOYEE PRICE DISCOUNTS   - $3,590

YOUR EMPLOYEE PRICE IS NOW $43,719
OR B/W $276 + TAXES STOCK# N46426

EMPLOYEE PRICE DISCOUNTS   - $3,590

NEW 2019 FORD RANGER XLT FX4 
SPORT 4X4 CREWCAB

NEW 2019 FORD EDGE SEL 
ALL WHEEL DRIVE

2.0L, AUTO, FULLY LOADED 
& POWER EQUIPPED, 
CO-PILOT 360, NAV, COLD 
WEATHER PKG AND MORE 

YOUR EMPLOYEE PRICE IS NOW $39,047
OR B/W $299.99 + TAXES STOCK# N71692

ALL WHEEL DRIVE

MSRP   $44,739
EMPLOYEE PRICE DISCOUNTS   - $5,692

– UP TO –
$15,000

TOTAL PRICE ADJUSTMENTS

6.7L, POWER 
STROKE, DIESEL, 
FULLY LOADED 
UNIT
MSRP   $78,354
EMPLOYEE PRICE DISCOUNTS   - $10,435

YOUR EMPLOYEE PRICE IS NOW $67,919
STOCK# N35878

NEW 2019 FORD F250 XLT 
SUPERDUTY CREW CAB 4X4

EMPLOYEE PRICE DISCOUNTS   - $10,435

FULLY LOADED & 
POWER EQUIPPED, 
POWER SUN ROOF 
AND MORE
MSRP   $30,158
EMPLOYEE PRICE DISCOUNTS   - $2,208

YOUR EMPLOYEE PRICE IS NOW $27,950
STOCK# N02574

NEW 2019 FORD ECOSPORT 
4X4 SUV SE

POWER EQUIPPED, 
POWER SUN ROOF 

EMPLOYEE PRICE DISCOUNTS   - $2,208

4X4 SUV SE

We salute the many �ne folks 
in the farming industry!
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Is it time 
to consider creep feeding?

By Colby Elford BSc., PAg., Livestock and 
Feed Extension Specialist, Moose Jaw

As the grazing season progresses, pastures typi-
cally decline in feed quality and quantity. When 
rain is limited, this process is expedited.  When 
grazing cow calf pairs, it may be beneficial to look 
at providing creep feed for the calves if forage sup-
ply or quality is in question.

Providing a highly-palatable creep feed for calves 
will reduce nursing pressure on the cows as well as 
reduce grazing pressure on the pasture.  A calf’s 
first preference is milk, then creep feed and, lastly, 
forage.  When milk and creep are available, pres-
sure on the pasture will be reduced.  Furthermore, 
as the dam’s milk production decreases later in 
summer, the calf will be expected to meet its 
nutritional requirements elsewhere.  A supple-
mental feed can meet this need.

In order to meet the requirements of a growing calf, 
the energy content of creep feed should be in the range 
of 65 per cent to 70 per cent Total Digestible Nutrients 
(TDN) and about 13 per cent protein.  Vitamin and min-
eral requirements should also be considered.  The creep 
feed could be made up of on farm grains such as oats.  
Depending on pasture quality, an additional protein 
source may be added to meet the calf’s requirements.  
Nutritionally-balanced creep feed can also be purchased 
from a supplier and is often as cost effective as developing 
a balanced creep feed on farm. 

When a creep feed is available to the calves there will be 
more forage present for the cows. It is estimated that for 
every pound of creep feed consumed by the calf, there will 

be a savings of one-half to one pound of forage that will be 
available to the cows. Therefore, the grazing season can be 
extended or pasture health can be maintained rather than 
deteriorated.

The creep feeder design should ensure the feed will be 
kept dry, be capable of holding a one-week supply, be 
portable and have the ability to keep the cows out while 
allowing the calves to enter. To start calves on creep feed, 
the feeder should be placed near watering sources where 
the herd congregates. Once the calves have started to use 
the feeder, it can be moved to other areas of the pasture to 
encourage grazing in less-used areas. The feeder can be a 
useful tool during dry years to “lead” the herd to use areas 
of the pasture that they might otherwise avoid.

If considering early weaning of calves, creep 
feeding can be a good first step. It can also facili-
tate early weaning, particularly during a dry year. 
The creep feed gets the calves accustomed to 
consuming dry feed as well as aiding in getting 
them bunk trained. It is more efficient to wean 
the calves and place them on dry feed than it is 
to creep feed them. The feed conversion of early-
weaned calves on dry feed is much better than the 
overall feed conversion of the cow nursing her 
calf. These young, weaned calves can be placed on 
a nutritional program to maintain their normal 
growth of 1.75 to 2.25 lb. per day.  They will be 
able to achieve their normal weaning weights at 
their usual weaning dates and, at the same time, 
do it more efficiently.  In this scenario, the feed 
requirements for the cows will be reduced once 
the calves are weaned, and it will allow them to 

maintain or regain their body condition on less feed.  Cows 
entering into the winter season in good body condition 
cost the least to over winter.

Creep feeding is a useful tool during times when pasture 
growth is inadequate to maintain normal calf performance, 
later in the season when pasture quality declines, or when-
ever the calves are retained to place them on a feeding pro-
gram at home. It may not be something to undertake on a 
routine basis, but it may be worth considering when forage 
quantity is in short supply (e.g. during a drought), later 
in the season when forage quality has declined below the 
cows’ nutritional requirements to maintain normal body 
condition, or to sustain normal rates of gain and growth of 
calves, and ultimately, weaning weight.

Glen Jantz
Owner/Operator

Ph: 306.984.7634
Fax: 306.984.4989
gcjantz@gmail.com

Box 536    Leoville, SK    S0J 1N0
Licenced & Bonded

Whatever your needs are for electrical, 
replacing old wiring, new home 

electrical, farm buildings and more, 
we can help!

• We oer indoor & outdoor 
LED lighting solutions

• Serving a large area of Saskatchewan

ELECTRIC
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NICOLE A. SAWCHUK

Barrister & Solicitor
Phone: 306.922.3323

Fax: 306.922.3324   |   Email: sawchuk@sawchuklaw.ca   |   Website: sawchuklaw.ca
Located at: 4A – 390 South Industrial Dr.  PO Box 1542  Prince Albert, SK  S6V 5T1

Nicole has over 18 years experience in Family Law, 
Wills & Estate, Real Property, Civil Litigation and 
Municipal Law. Nicole provides practical, honest 
and real legal advice to her clients. Nicole’s down 
to earth personality and client centered approach 
makes talking with her about your intimidating 
legal issues easier; understanding that the solution 
to a legal problem does not always need to be 

complicated and expensive. 

Call Nicole today to set up your consultation.
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Teaching the importance 
and methods of safe animal handling

By Miranda Burski, 
Communications Branch
Animal handling on a cattle 

operation has the potential 
to lead to injury or stress, to 
either the handler or the ani-
mal. With the proper skills, 
however, both are avoidable.

While farm safety is being 
discussed more often, there are 
still high rates of injury and 
stress in the agricultural com-
munity.

“Farm injuries are often 
avoidable and happen much 
too often,” said Ryder Lee, 
Chief Executive Officer of the 
Saskatchewan Cattlemen’s 
Association (SCA). The SCA 
wants to reduce farm injuries 
by ensuring producers across 
the province have the skills 
they need to make cattle han-
dling as safe as possible.

“While all producers han-
dle cattle regularly year after 
year, we still see people get-
ting hurt,” said Lee. “If we 
can reduce these incidents, it 
helps.”

In an effort to help produc-
ers learn safer animal handling 
skills, the SCA, in partnership 
with the Beaver River Agri-
Environmental Group Plan, 
hosted a one-day safe animal 
handling seminar in Makwa in 
January. The seminar, led by 
cattle-handling expert Dylan 
Biggs, focused on low-stress 
handling techniques, which 
benefit both producers and 
animals.

A particularly important les-
son was how to move cattle 
from one area to another in 
as stress-free a manner as 

possible. This involved teach-
ing attendees to get cattle to 
move voluntarily, rather than 
using force which could result 
in damages to facilities or an 
injury to either the handler or 
one of the animals.

Participants in the event also 
learned about other benefits of 
stress-free handling, including 
improved gains and herd man-
agement.

“Good handling makes work-
ing with cattle a smoother 
affair, often requiring less peo-
ple,” said Lee. “It’s a challenge 
to attract people to operations 
in a lot of rural areas. Some 
of these skills added in these 
workshops allow people to 
work cattle with fewer people.”

Overall, producers consid-
ered what they learned to be of 
benefit, enough so that some 
requested a second, two-day 
event. While a second event 
has not been planned, Lee said 
SCA would consider one. In 
the meantime, he encouraged 
producers to continue to learn 

from each other.
“As with anything, there is 

always something to learn from 

others doing something suc-
cessfully. Having an open mind 
to learning is the best way to do 

things better. “Stay 
safe out there,” he 
added. “Please lis-
ten to that voice in 
your head when it 
says, “Maybe this 
isn’t a good idea,” 
and find another 
way or some help.”

SCA received 
funding for the 
safe animal han-

dling seminar through the 
Farm Safety Program, fund-
ed under the five-year $388 
million Canadian Agricultural 
Partnership (CAP) between 
the federal and provincial gov-
ernments. The Farm Safety 
Program provides funding to 
organizations to promote the 
awareness of farm safety issues 
and to encourage the adop-
tion of safe farm practices in 
Saskatchewan.

For more information, visit: 
www.saskatchewan.ca/CAP

Boyd’s Garage
Desmen, Michelle, Gavin
 & Payton  Boyd, Owners
105 B McMurphy Road
Medstead, Sask.

•  Automotive & 
  Farm  Parts & 
  Repairs
•  Gas & Propane
•  Air Conditioning
•  Wheel Alignments
•  Tires

Tel: 306-342-4610

Salute to the Farming Community

boydsgarage@sasktel.net Ron Toews 306-883-7124
 Box 495 Leoville, SK S0J 1N0  |  rtoews63@gmail.com

• Truck mounted mobile grinder
• Bale Hauling: 34 Bale Trailer

Call for rates and bookings

Serving Saskatchewan Cattlemen

NORTHWEST
 TUBGRINDING

10 Main Street, Shellbrook   306-747-2277

DESIGNERS EDGE
HAIR SALON

From our family 
to yours...

Warmest wishes 
throughout the 
harvest season!Specializing in Heavy & Light Equipment 

Repairs & Fabrication
FREE ESTIMATES

Curtis Simmonds  Owner/Operator
306-961-7431

HEATING COOLING
PLUMBING

Moving cattle from one area to another in ways that are calm and not forceful helps prevent 
damages to facilities or injuries to handlers or animals.
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Spreading awareness about  
mental health in the agriculture industry
In recent years, the topic of mental health in agri-

culture has been an area of increasing public con-
cern. Due to unpredictable weather, unstable mar-
kets, heavy workloads and increasing environmental 
concerns, people who work in agriculture are at high 
risk for stress, anxiety, depression and burnout. 

According to a study done by the University of 
Guelph, 35 per cent of farmers in Canada demon-
strate symptoms of depression, while 58 per cent 
meet the criteria for anxiety. An additional 45 per 
cent of those working in agriculture are experiencing 
high levels of stress. Suicide rates are also higher in 
agriculture than in any other profession.

One organization in Canada that is working to cre-
ate awareness about mental health in agriculture is 
the Do More Ag Foundation. Do More Ag recognizes 
that some of the industry’s core values — such as 
hard work, resilience, strength and self-sufficiency 
— can become weaknesses when they inhibit farmers 
from sharing their struggles and asking for help. The 
foundation seeks to break the stigma surrounding 
mental illness and encourage those in the agriculture 

industry to “Talk More, Ask More, Listen More.”
Do More Ag operates according to three pillars: 

awareness, community and research. The nationwide 
non-profit is working to educate the public about 
the state of mental health in agriculture, foster an 
inclusive, empathetic community among agricultural 
workers, and promote research that examines mental 

health issues in the industry. Recently, the organiza-
tion partnered with the company Bayer CropScience 
to launch a “Not-So-Silent Auction” to call attention 
to the high suicide rates among farmers and raise 
money for creating more awareness and resources. 

To learn more, visit the Do More Ag website: 
domore.ag.

We are in the variable rate business now!
Intelligent Farming

We are in the variable rate business now!

Spiritwood
306-883-2476
rick.cavalier@sasktel.net

Medstead
306-342-2476
glenn.cavalier@sasktel.net

www.cavalieragrow.ca

SGI Claim?

Holbein: 306-747-2551 •  Fax: 306-747-2951
“Where a Short Drive can bring you a lot of Satisfaction!”

Can Get YOU Back On The Road!
P SGI Accredited
P Complete Refinishing
P Auto Body Frame Repair
P Glass Installation
P Reflex Spray-In Box Liners
P SGI Body Integrity Inspections
P SGI Deductible Payment Plan
P No Charge Pick-up & Deliveries 
P No Charge Courtesy Vehicles

Guaranteed
Satisfaction!

Weekly
SGI

Adjusting

All 
Insurance Claims 

Welcome!

Studies have shown that people involved in farm-
ing are at high risk for stress, anxiety, depression 
and burnout.

Tips for keeping your cows  
happy and healthy this winter

Before the cold weather 
sets in, it’s important to 
come up with a plan for 
keeping your cows com-
fortable and well fed dur-
ing the winter months. Beef 
and dairy cattle alike can 
become sick and stressed 
when they get too cold. As 
you prepare your farm for 
winter, make sure your cows 
have everything they need to 
stay warm. 

1. Provide adequate 
shelter. Cattle are fairly 
hardy, but they still need 
protection from the ele-
ments, especially during 
snowstorms. Make sure 
your cows have access to 
shelters that they can access 
when needed. 

2. Keep cattle well fed.

Cows generally eat more 
in the winter because they 
have to burn more calories 
in order to stay warm. And 
although cows can graze 
through the winter, they 
won’t be able to find much to 
eat if the fields are covered 
in snow. Make sure you’re 
providing your cattle with 
other nutritious sources of 
food, such as high quality 
hay and energy supplements 
like corn or soy hulls.

3. Ensure cows have 
access to water. Cattle 
need lots of water to stay 
hydrated, but many water 
sources freeze over or 
become difficult to access 
during winter. Make sure 
to provide cows with unfro-
zen water a few times a 

day and consider installing 
tank heaters in cattle water 
sources. 

4. Attend to pregnant 
cattle. If you have any preg-
nant cows in your herd, keep 
a close eye on them dur-
ing the winter, especially 

during storms and intense 
cold spells. Making sure 
that these cows have the 
water, nutrition and shel-
ter they need to get through 
the winter will help protect 
the health of their unborn 
calves.

Cows need to have access to nutritious food, fresh 
water and adequate shelter to stay healthy during 
the winter months.


