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Halloween brings mostly treats in Shellbrook

Shellbrook Skating Club members Emmalynn Lamotte and Erika Stene (Super Girls) were on-ice volunteers for the Halloween Skate.

While COVID-19 may have resulted 
in the cancellation of the Halloween 
festivities that many of us are used to 
— including W.P Sandin High School’s 
always well attended Quarter Carni-
val and haunted house — the town of 
Shellbrook came through and pro-
vided some treats for local ghouls and 
goblins on Oct. 31.

At the Richardson Pioneer Recre-
ation Centre, the town hosted two free 
hour-long public skate sessions from 11 
a.m. to 1 p.m. Each session was open 
for up to 30 skaters, and attendees 
were encouraged to wear their Hal-

loween costumes in return for a bag of 
goodies from one of the friendly ghosts 
on hand.

There were certainly many costumes 
on display at the free skates, and no 
tricks to be seen, as both kids and 
adults took to the ice, and skated in the 
dark (for awhile, at least) to a Hallow-
een soundtrack inspired by the classics 
of horror cinema.

“I believe our skate was well enjoyed 
by the attendees, said Jessica Kerno-
han, recreation director for the Town 
of Shellbrook. “All children, and many 
of the adults, were dressed in their cos-

tumes. The music, dimmed lights, Hal-
loween costumes, and take home treat 
bags made for a fun environment.”

All told, Kernohan says the first Hal-
loween skate session hit the capacity 
of 30 attendees. The second session, 
while less busy, still saw 15 skaters 
take to the ice.

Kernohan adds that the skates ran 
more smoothly thanks to the assis-
tance of two members of the Shell-
brook Kinettes (the aforementioned 
friendly ghosts), and two on-ice vol-
unteers from the Shellbrook Skating 
Club.

Looking forward, she says the plan 
is to host similar free skates for the 
Christmas holidays.

Following the Halloween Skate at the 
Richardson Pioneer Recreation Cen-
tre, the town’s Halloween festivities 
relocated to the Shellbrook Theatre, 
where the classic Hocus Pocus was 
screened at 4 p.m. 

And, of course, there was still plenty 
of trick or treating around town, even 
if many residents opted to leave out 
bowls of candy rather than have the 
kids come up to their doors.

More photos on page 2
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On Remembrance Day, we honour the members of our armed 
forces who served and made the ultimate sacri�ce. 

�eir courage and dedication will always be remembered.

Remembering our veterans
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Tomporowski reflects on 
11 years as Shellbrook mayor

After Monday, Nov. 9, 
there will be some new 
faces around Shellbrook 
Town Council’s table, in-
cluding a new face in the 
mayor’s seat that has been 
occupied Mayor George 
Tomporowski for the past 
11 years.

But Tomporowski has 
been a fixture at council’s 
table for far longer than 
the three terms he’s served 
as mayor. He first served 
as a councillor from 1989 
until 1996, when he was 
forced to step aside after 
some major restructur-
ing within Saskatchewan’s 
Ministry of Highways.

After seven years away 
from the council table, 
he returned to his seat in 
2003. And, as he explains, 
he’s been there ever since, 
going from councillor to 
mayor following the resig-
nation of his predecessor, 
John Young.

“When John Young 
stepped down [as may-
or]... I thought I brought 
some skills from my work 
that we could apply to the 
town,” Tomporoski said. 

“And the other reality is 
no one else was stepping 

up,” he added.
Eleven years later, 

Tomporowski says 
he’s proud of what 
Shellbrook’s Town 
Councils, and the 
community, have 
worked together 
to accomplish for 
the town, includ-
ing: the construc-
tion of a new hospi-
tal; a replacement 
of the wastewater 
treatment plant; 
the rejuvenation of 
the town’s ageing 
sewer infrastruc-
ture; improvements 
to the Hidden Hills 
of Shellbrook golf 
course; the Richard-
son Pioneer Recre-
ation Centre project; 
and, most recently, 
the beginning of 
planning to upgrade the 
water treatment plant.

“Our legacy of council 
for that period of time is 
that we adopted a system-
atic approach to upgrad-
ing our ageing infrastruc-
ture. If you don’t have that 
infrastructure, it’s going 
to be difficult for your 
community to prosper 

and grow,” he said, noting 
that council’s investments 
in infrastructure have 
helped the town grow 
while similar communi-
ties are struggling with 
shrinking populations.

With so much accom-
plished, and always more 
to do, it would be easy to 
remain on council forever. 

But at age 75, Tompo-
rowski feels it’s time for 
him to step aside and let 
someone else take the 
reins, so that he can be 
around home more.

“In organizations, 
change is not a bad thing,” 
he said.

Having chaired his last 
council meeting in Octo-
ber, Tomporowski says 
he’ll miss the people he’s 
worked with on council 
over the past 17 years. 

Sure, they may not 
have always agreed 
on every decision, 
and there may have 
been more than a 
few heated discus-
sions around the 
table, but Tompo-
rowski says they 
all had one thing in 
common: they were 
all there for the good 
of the community 
and not to advance 
their own personal 
agendas.

With a new coun-
cil soon to sit around 
the table, Tompo-
rowski is confident 
this will remain true. 

However, he also 
cautions newcom-
ers to be prepared 
to have a lot of direct 
communication with 

ratepayers, and to become 
acquainted with what it 
means to sit on council.

“One of the important 
things, if you’ve never 
been involved in coun-
cil, will be to make sure 
you learn what your role 
should be. There’s a lot 
of great information out 
there through Municipali-
ties of Saskatchewan,” he 
said.

With his parting words, 
Tomporowski expressed 
gratitude to his fellow 
councillors and the com-
munity.

“Thanks to all the peo-
ple who have served, and 
certainly to the folks of 
this community for what, 
as a community, we’ve 
been able to accomplish. 
It’s a great community to 
be in.”

Outgoing Mayor George Tompo-
rowski addresses ratepayers at a 
2019 public information session.

TAX ENFORCEMENT LIST
RESORT VILLAGE OF PEBBLE BAYE

PROVINCE OF SASKATCHEWAN
Notice is hereby given under The Tax Enforcement 
Act that unless the arrears and costs appearing 
opposite the land and title number described in 
the following list are fully paid before January 
5, 2021, an interest based on a tax lien will be 
registered against the land.

Note:   A sum for costs in an amount required by 
            subsection 4(3) of The Tax Enforcement Act is 
            included in the amount shown against each parcel.

* On January 1, 2021 the 2020 taxes will become arrears and be added 
   to the amount required to remove the property from tax enforcement 
   proceedings. Penalty is calculated to the date of the Notice and will 
   continue to accrue as applicable.

Dated this 29th day of October, 2020

Terry Lofstrom, Administrator

DESCRIPTION OF PROPERTY Title No. Total 
Arrears* Costs Total Arrears 

and Costs

LOT 3-BLK/PAR 6-PLAN 99B09441 EXT 0 150916653 1,245.79 126.00 1,371.79
LOT 12-BLK/PAR 8-PLAN 102193668 EXT 0 146929102 2,067.11 126.00 2,193.11

*Kms and price in thousands. Taxes not included in price.

Toll Free 1-800-667-3353
#2 Highway West, Watrous, SK DL907154

www.centennialford.sk.ca

PICK OF 
THE WEEK

(9623UA) 

2016 Expedition 
Limited AWD

3.5L-V6/ Rmt Entry/ Rmt Strt/ 
SYNC/ BLIS/ Rvrs Snsng/ NAV/ 

Trlr Tw Pkg/ Rng Brds/ Black     
178kms*    

$29,995*

CANWOOD 
REGIONAL PARK

2020 Annual General Meeting
Monday, November 16, 2020

Canwood LEGION Hall – 7:00 p.m.
EVERYONE WELCOME

However, limited space due to COVID-19 restrictions!
Please phone Ruth at 306-468-4661 to reserve a seat.

BRING YOUR IDEAS!!

Remembrance Day
Service

Wednesday, November 11

SHELLBROOK ROYAL
CANADIAN LEGION

This year’s service will be held outside at the 
Shellbrook Cenotaph Park @ 10:45 a.m.

COVID GUIDELINES:
• 2M (6 FT.) Distance

• Mask

Halloween brings 
mostly treats in 

Shellbrook

A pair of friendly ghosts were on hand at Shell-
brook’s Halloween skate, providing take-home 
bags of candy to skaters as they left the ice.

Ghouls, goblins, and their parents came out for 
the Town of Shellbrook’s Halloween Skate.
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A Haunted Halloween in Spiritwood and area
Halloween was different than usual this year as a 

result of the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic. 
Children were still 

able to go around 
trick-or-treating, if 
they chose to do so, 
however those wish-
ing to hand out candy 
were asked to tie an 
orange ribbon on their 
door handle to indi-
cate that it was safe to 
trick-or-treat there. 

Many chose to do-
nate candy to events 
like the “Haunted 
Campground” or 
“Haunted Forest” in-
stead of handing it out 
themselves.

Meeting Lake’s An-
nual Haunted Forest 
was back, bigger and 
better than ever ac-
cording to past visitors 
of the popular event. 

A spooky walk-
through filled with 
screaming children, 
zombies, and even a 

tag-a-long doll, organizers and volunteers did an 
outstanding job providing some spooky season en-

tertainment.
In Spiritwood, the 

Northern Lakes Eco-
nomic Development 
Corporation had their 
two skeletal staff 
members, Curly and 
Slim, plotting and 
planning for over a 
month. 

With help from 
Prairie Centre Cred-
it Union, Beta Book 
Club, Hujbers Market 
on Main, the Spirit-
wood and District Li-
ons Club, the Nines, 
Town of Spiritwood, 
Spiritwood Good 
Health Pharmacy and 
many individual vol-
unteers, Bevra and the 
boys were able to hand 
out 180 big bags of do-
nated candy to kids 12 
years of age and under 
on Oct. 31. 

Greg and Shirley 

from Prairie Community Endeavours had been 
busy a few days before the event, packing up candy 
bags with all the donations. 

The first-time event was a great success, and was 
well enjoyed by those who drove through.

Goblins, ghouls, and ghosts were all out and about at Meeting Lake’s Haunted 
Forest this year.

Shellbrook Kinettes presents

Twinkle Tour 
& Hamper Haul

Join us for a Christmas display tour 
& competition – December 5, 2020

Contact Melissa Moe to enter 
your display for voting: 306-747-7085 or 
shellbrook_kinettes@hotmail.com

Get into your jammies, grab a hot drink, make some pop-
corn, enjoy some Christmas tunes and drive the streets of 

Shellbrook checking out all the beautiful lights!
We will also be collecting donations for 

Christmas food hampers!
Please leave a non-perishable food item in an orange gar-

bage bag on your doorstep for the Kinettes to pick up!
The parade will end at Shellbrook Pentecostal Assembly 

where additional food bank donations can be dropped off 
safely from your vehicle.

More details to come!

20112ps1

With our thanks and respect,

Town of Shellbrook

Honouring those 
who served this

Remembrance Day
In times of conflict and in times of peace, the men and 
women of the Canadian Armed Forces have dedicated 
themselves to protecting our security and our way of 

life for generations. On Remembrance Day, we pay 
tribute to those who made the ultimate sacrifice in the 
line of duty, and we gratefully recognize the service of 

all of our nation’s veterans, past and present.

It’s Easy
to place 

a classi�ed!

Phone
 306-747-2442

Fax:
306-747-3000

Email: 
chads@

sbchron.com
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OPINIONOPINION
Sask. NDP must do 

better next time
It was Oct. 5 when 

I first sent an email 
to the Saskatchewan 
NDP’s media relations 
contact in the hopes 
of setting up an inter-
view with Rosthern-
Shellbrook candidate 
Trina Miller.

The contact re-
sponded a few hours 
later, seeking more in-
formation regarding 
the type of interview 
I was hoping to set 
up with Ms. Miller. I 
provided said information, and 
expected everything to come to-
gether relatively smoothly.

As you may have figured out, 
given the fact that no candidate 
profile appeared in the pages 
of the Shellbrook Chronicle & 
Spiritwood Herald throughout 
the brief election campaign, 
things didn’t go smoothly at all.

In truth, they didn’t go at all.
After sending off my reply, I 

expected to receive an expedi-
ent response providing me an 
interview time. I gave it a day, 
knowing how busy the cam-
paign trail can be, and sent a 

follow-up email on 
Oct. 7.

Again, I received no 
response. So I gave it 
the weekend, then left 
the contact a voice-
mail the following 
Monday, Oct. 12.

Rather frustrat-
ingly, I never did hear 
from the Sask. NDP’s 
spokesperson, or 
from Ms. Miller her-
self. 

This wasn’t a case of 
an interview going so 

poorly it didn’t yield a story. Nor 
was it a case of the Chronicle 
& Herald deliberately demon-
strating any sort of editorial bias 
in only providing coverage of 
Premier Scott Moe’s Shellbrook 
campaign office opening.

No, this was apparently a case 
of the Sask. NDP deciding this 
area wasn’t deserving of its time 
or attention.

In fairness, the outcomes at 
the polls do suggest there wasn’t 
ever any likelihood the Sask. 
Party would lose the three most-
ly rural constituencies in the 
coverage area of the Chronicle & 

Herald (those being Rosthern-
Shellbrook, Saskatchewan Riv-
ers, and Meadow Lake).

However, if Ms. Miller had 
made even a small effort in 
Shellbrook and the surrounding 
communities — regardless of 
whether or not she expected to 
receive any votes from this area 
— perhaps Mr. Moe wouldn’t 
have earned 80 per cent of the 
vote.

Would any support Ms. Miller 
garnered in this region have 
been enough to topple Mr. Moe 
in an upset of David vs. Goliath 
proportions? Almost certainly 
not. But only campaigning in 
your small pockets of support is 
no way to win an election, and 
no good way to demonstrate 
your worthiness to be an MLA.

The thing about MLAs is they 
have to represent 100 per cent 
of their constituents, regard-
less of how many of those con-
stituents voted for them. By not 
even bothering to make the one 
hour and 15-minute drive out to 
Shellbrook and meet her pro-
spective voters, Ms. Miller pro-
vided no proof of her worthiness 
to represent them.

What’s more, she may have 
even succeeded in prolonging 
the long-standing narrative that 
the Sask. NDP doesn’t under-
stand or represent the interests 
of rural Saskatchewan. 

Deserved or not, the Sask. 
NDP’s reputation as an urban 
first party is perhaps its big-
gest hindrance in provincial 
elections. Until the party and 
its candidates can demonstrate 
otherwise — or until the Sask. 
Party commits enough sins to 
fall out of favour with voters 

— its hopes of forming govern-
ment are dismal at best.

If the Sask. NDP is to have 
any hope of reversing its flag-
ging fortunes, it needs to put in 
the work, not just with its own 
dwindling support base, but 
with all Saskatchewanians.

As the party said so frequently 
throughout the brief election 
campaign, Saskatchewan de-
serves better.

This is true not just of the 
Sask. Party government, but of 
the Sask. NDP, as well.

Lest we forget
Dear editor,
Most Canadians don’t recognize Silver 

Star families. Gratitude and respect are 
elusive.

During the Second World War, my father 
and his twin brother, Earl, volunteered for 
active service. After commando training in 
Scotland, Earl became a machine gunner 
in the Black Watch Regiment. As such, he 
received more than his share of attention 
from the enemy.

For his enthusiastic response in his job, 
he was mention in Despatches for gallant 

and distinguished service.
He was killed in action Feb. 26, 1945, in 

Germany on Calcar Ridge.
When dad heard of his twin’s death, he re-

portedly lost consciousness. The only time 
I ever saw deep sorrow in him was when 
we first visited Earl’s grave in Holland. At 
a train station, when asking directions to 
Groesbeck Canadian War Cemetery, heads 
turned, and I saw the look of gratitude and 
respect on the faces of the Dutch people 
around me.

At that moment, I felt pride in my family, 

and my country.
My grandmother was German and 

grandfather English. After the war it was 
taboo to speak of their dead son who lie 
buried in the land he helped liberate. They 
just stuffed their emotions and carried the 
grief.

Consequently, the grief never passed.
From grandma’s perspective, her people 

killed their son. And she carried guilt until 
the day she died.

When neighbour ladies came to visit 
sometimes, they spoke German. But the 

practice was frowned upon by my grandfa-
ther.

Gramma called me “baby” until I was 10 
years old because she couldn’t bring herself 
to utter the name Earl.

When his dog tags and silver ring were 
sent home, there was blood on the ring. 
Whenever I fight my small battles in life, I 
wear that ring.

Lest we forget the price families pay for 
our freedom.

Earl Irvin Jones
Rabbit Lake, Sask.

JORDAN
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~
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Honeywood Happenings
Submitted by 

Wendy Johnston
The 2020 season is a wrap, and what a 

year it was as we faced many unexpected 
challenges. We appreciate all our visitors 
and contributors for their ongoing sup-
port.  As spring approached we were not 
even sure Honeywood would be allowed 
to open, but open we did, and the sum-
mer provided many opportunities for 
people to visit the grounds and purchase 
beautiful treasures to take home.   

This was our first year to offer the sale 
of annual plants, provided to us by Ca-
nadian Tire in Prince Albert. We were 
able to keep the Greenhouse stocked 
until mid summer.  Lily sales continued, 
as well as a variety of succulents, peren-
nials, shrubs and trees. We certainly 
missed seeing all the friends and sup-
porters at our three annual events which 
had to be cancelled, but Dale, Mark and 
Kent were there daily throughout the 
summer to welcome visitors and share 
their expertise. With so many restric-
tions on events and traveling throughout 
the summer, many people turned to gar-
dening to fill their summer days.  

August saw the installation of a new 
information plaque by The World’s Larg-
est Lily on Highway 40. Gratitude goes 

to David Moe and Andy Pylypchuk for 
making this happen. Honeywood was 
also privileged in August to welcome The 
Saskatchewanderer. You can read the 
entire write up on our Facebook page, 
dated Aug. 26. The end of the article sug-
gests to add Honeywood Heritage Nurs-
ery to your “summer to do list for 2021.”  

The Nursery is now closed to the pub-
lic for the season, but there is still plenty 
of work taking place. Lilies that were or-
dered were packaged and shipped out in 
September. Over and above other regu-
lar fall routines, the staff have been busy 
completing a special project. The Lean 

To of The Old Red Office was falling into 
disrepair and needed to be rescued. It 
was decided to upgrade this space adding 
a storage area and a gift shop. A beautiful 
new space has been created and you will 
now be able to access the gift shop as you 
pay for your lilies and plants all in one lo-
cation.  Appreciation to Dale, Mark, and 
Terry for all the hours you have dedicat-
ed to getting this exciting project ready 
for the Spring of 2021.  

This fall we also welcomed a student 
worker from W. P. Sandin Public High 
School in Shellbrook. Mason Mamchur 
has been working to complete credit 
hours for his Wellness 10 class and has 
enjoyed the experience of working along-

side the staff and learning about the 
work involved in operating the nursery. 
Hopefully we will be able to welcome 
Mason and many other students back in 
the spring when the new season begins. 

We appreciate your understanding and 
patience as we manoeuvred through this 
unique summer. We’re also grateful to 
Dale Kuhn, Mark Diehl and Kent Slem-
ming for stepping up and making this 
2020 season a success.  

Don’t forget to check our Facebook 
page @Honeywood Heritage Nursery 
Inc. for updates and photos. Donations 
or contributions are always gladly ac-
cepted. Have a great (and hopefully 
short) winter!

Are you a people person with a friendly and outgoing 
personality? Do you have experience providing advice and 

solutions for customers? Is providing exceptional service 
important to you? If so, we need to chat! Check out the Careers 

section of our website to find out more about this opportunity. 
Visit pccu.ca today!

DEADLINE TO APPLY:  NOVEMBER 9TH, 2020

SPIRITWOOD, SK

MEMBER SERVICE
REPRESENTATIVE (CASUAL) 

Dale Kuhn, Mason Mamchur, and 
Mark Diehl.

David Moe and Andy Pylypchuk.

Terry Martin.

Wendy Johnston, Byron Waterhouse, and Judy Harley.
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Regular season hockey returns to Shellbrook
When local hockey fans last watched 

the Shellbrook Silvertips in action, 
they had just reached the Twin Rivers 
Hockey League finals, and only had 
to best the Birch Hills Blackhawks to 
claim their first title.

Instead, the COVID-19 pandemic hit 
Saskatchewan, bringing an early end 
to what had been one of the team’s 
best hockey seasons to date.

Now, after eight months off, the Sil-
vertips are set to return to action this 
weekend for a brand new regular sea-
son  — one that hopefully won’t end 
prematurely, as COVID-19 cases con-
tinue to climb across the province.

Long-time Shellbrook Silvertip, 
Brendon Canaday, says the hope is 
that the team can pick up where it left 
off in the 2019-2020 season. How-
ever, the first priority is ensuring the 
six Twin Rivers Hockey League teams, 
the officials, and the fans are as safe 
as possible.

To this end, there will be a limit of 
150 spectators at every game, and 
spectators will be required to wear a 
mask and keep two metres of distance 
between themselves and anyone who 

isn’t from their household. 
Fans will be allowed into the Rich-

ardson Pioneer Recreation Centre up 
to 30 minutes before the beginning 
of each game, and will be advised to 
leave their appetites at home, as nei-
ther the canteen nor the lounge will be 

open.
When it comes to the team, Canaday 

says the Silvertips’ roster is much the 
same as it has been over the past few 
seasons, save for a couple new faces 
that have been added into the mix.

As for how the season will look, he 

says the Silvertips will play a home 
and an away game against one of the 
league’s other five teams — the Rosth-
ern Wheatkings, the Warman Wild-
cats, the Hague Royals, the Birch Hills 
Blackhawks, and the Dalmeny Sabres 
— every weekend.

This weekend, they’ll kickoff the 
2020-2021 regular season with an 
away game against the Wheatkings on 
Friday, Nov. 6. Puck drop is slated for 
8:30 p.m.

The following night, Saturday, Nov. 
7, they’ll host the Wheatkings for their 
home opener. That game has an 8 p.m. 
start time.

The Silvertips aren’t the only team 
starting a brand new hockey season 
this weekend. They’ll be joined by the 
Parkland U18 AA Elks, who will open 
their first regular season on home ice 
against the Humboldt Broncos on Fri-
day evening. The opening face off is 
scheduled for 7:30 p.m.

For the Shellbrook Silvertips’ full 
schedule, visit www.twinrivershock-
eyleague.com

For the Parkland Elks’ full schedule, 
see: www.saahl.ca

After nearly eight months off, the Shellbrook Silvertips will return to regular 
season action this weekend.

ELECT
Q BOB THOMPSON
For Mayor – Village of Canwood
on November 9 @ Canwood Elks Hall

I support a harassment free 
workplace for employees.

MAKE YOUR VOTE COUNT!

VOTE FOR
V RALPH KORODY

on November 9th, 2020
for Division No. 1 Councillor

R.M. of Canwood No. 494
R 9 years experience

NOTICE OF POLL 
AND ADVANCE POLL

Town of Big River
PUBLIC NOTICE is hereby given that:

(1)   A vote will be held for the election of: 
Mayor: Town of Big River
Councillor: Town of Big River – one (1) to be elected

(2)   Voting will take place on: 
       •  the 9th day of November, 2020, 9:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m.  
       at the Big River Community Centre, 606 1st Street 
       North, Big River, SK

AND
(3)   Advance Poll will take place on:
       •  the 3rd day of November, 2020, from 2:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.
      at the Big River Community Centre, 606 1st Street North, 
     Big River, SK
(4)   I will declare the results of the election at the Town of Big 
       River Municipal Office on the 10th day of November, 
       2020, at 9:00 a.m. 

Dated at Big River, Saskatchewan, this 26th day of October, 2020.
Noreen Olsen
Returning Officer
Proper identification will be required when you attend the polls. Additional 
information and a full list of voter ID options can be found at the following website:
www.saskatchewan.ca/government/municipal-administration/elections/voting

Notice of Poll
[Section 81 of The Local Government Election Act, 2015]

The Rural Municipality of Big River, No. 555
Municipal Elections 2020

Public Notice is hereby given that:
1)   A vote will be held for the election of Reeve for the Rural 
      Municipality of Big River, No. 555 and for a Councillor for 
      Division No. 3 for the Rural Municipality of Big River, No. 
      555.
2)   The vote will take place on Monday the 9th day of 
      November, 2020, 9:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m. at:

REEVE POLL AT:     The Big River Community Centre, 
                                606 First Street North, Big River, 
                                Saskatchewan.
DIVISION No. 3 POLL AT: The Big River Community Centre, 606  
   First Street North, Big River, 
   Saskatchewan.

3)    I will declare the results of the voting at the Municipal Office 
        on the 10th day of November, 2020, at the hour of 9:00 a.m.
Dated at Big River, Saskatchewan this 15th day of October, 2020.
Donna Tymiak
Returning Officer
You will be required to provide identification when you attend the polls.
For additional information on voter ID options please visit: https://www.
saskatchewan.ca/government/municipal-administration/elections/
voting#acceptable-voter-identification 

Pelican Lake FN, Witchekan Lake FN sign letter of intent with PEC
Pelican Lake First Nation, Witchekan Lake First 

Nation and Paper Excellence Canada have an-
nounced the signing of a Letter of Intent that sets 
out the intentions of all parties to build a collabora-
tive relationship with each other in Saskatchewan.

 “We now have agreements with all the industries 
around us,” said Chief Peter Bill of the Pelican Lake 
First Nation. 

Chief Anne Thomas of the Witchekan Lake First 
Nation added, “First and foremost in establishing 
a partnership is standing on common ground with 
a vision based on positive values. Touring the mill 
gave me an insight to possible opportunities.”

 “We recognize this is a first step in a long path 
of relationship building with the Pelican Lake First 
Nation and Witchekan Lake First Nation,’ said Gra-
ham Kissack, Vice President of EHS and Communi-
cations at Paper Excellence Canada. 

“We’re excited to have begun the work with our 
valued neighbours and look forward to future suc-
cesses with Indigenous partners especially in areas 
regarding fibre supply for our mills.”

 Paper Excellence Canada already operates one 
mill in Saskatchewan at Meadow Lake and is work-
ing to restart its other operation at Prince Albert. 

“The signing of this Letter of Intent signals our 
readiness to continue to build other key Indigenous 
relationships in the province,” added Kissack.

 As well as taking a positive step towards reopening 
the Prince Albert mill, this initiative also supports 
one of the 20 Actions for 2020 in Saskatchewan’s 
Growth Plan: “Growing Indigenous participation in 
the economy through the growth of Saskatchewan’s 
natural resource industries and labour market de-
velopment.”

 “Paper Excellence Canada values the support of 
the Saskatchewan government,” said Kissack. “We 

are glad that the signing of this Letter of Intent 
dovetails so well with government’s growth strat-
egy.”

Representatives tour Paper Excellence Canada’s 
Prince Albert mill site on Wednesday, Oct. 14.
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Farmers’ concerns go far beyond harvest season
Canadian grain 

farmers can have a 
smooth year in terms 
of production – this 
fall went generally 
well for producers 
thanks to relatively 
good weather – so it 
should be a relaxing 
time for producers as 
combines are shed-
ded.

But that is rarely the case for 
grain farmers.

There are simply so many 
pitfalls that can open overnight 

to cause issues. While 
one can understand 
the uncertainties of 
Mother Nature intro-
ducing production ob-
stacles ranging from 
bugs to disease to 
frost to too much rain, 
or too little, those un-
certainties continue 
once the grain is safely 
in the bin.

One of the ongoing concerns 
Prairie producers have is get-
ting their production to inter-
national buyers.

In recent years there have 
been issues in terms of simply 
getting railcars when required. 

It got to the point that a new 
law was passed in 2018, requir-
ing Canada’s major rail com-
panies to publish winter plans 
and can be forced to pay up if 
they fail to deliver on certain 
promises of rail cars.

That such a law was needed 
reflects the fact that grain de-
livery is frankly pretty low 
down in terms of pecking order 
when it comes to the allocation 
of railcars, without some strict 

regulations in place. Oil and 
potash and other commodities 
just make better sense for rail 
companies.

So maybe moving forward 
the railcar allocation will be 
better maintained.

But, as one pothole on the 
road of grain delivery is hope-
fully filled in, another appears 
on the horizon.

If grain is not exactly a pre-
ferred commodity for rail com-
panies to haul, it may not be 
the most lucrative product to 
be taking up port space either.

The area to build export ports 
is of course finite, and while 
the grain facilities are in place, 
they have to pay rates competi-
tive with what other facilities 
do – which can be handling 
higher value products.

In a recent www.producer.
com article Wade Sobkowich, 
executive director of the West-
ern Grain Elevators Associa-

tion, said rent on federal prop-
erty at the Port of Vancouver 
went up 13 to 30 percent this 
year.

Those are significant increas-
es, and in the end producers 
will be paying it in some fash-
ion. It will not be a direct bill, 
but increased costs in the sys-
tem will ultimately be reflected 
in what farmers are paid for 
their grain.

Farmers are very much cap-
tives of the systems with very 
limited options. Grain compa-
nies have generally carved up 
the Prairie map with less and 
less service overlap, limiting 
delivery options. 

The country has been basi-
cally split between the two rail 
companies.

There are limited port ac-
cesses, east and west.

And so a good harvest or not, 
farmers have worries to face 
still.

Sheila (left) and Freddie (right) spent the evening of Oct. 24 
entertaining a small crowd in Rabbit Lake.

CALVIN

DANIELS

~

Calvin 
Daniels

On Agriculture

AGRICULTUREAGRICULTURE

Wed., Nov. 11, 2020
Regular Sale 9:00 a.m.

Special Exotic In�uence Presorted 
Internet Calf Sale 11:00 a.m.

Producers wishing to market cattle prior to sale day 
please contact the office 306-236-3411 for delivery.

FEEDER FINANCE PROGRAM AVAILABLE - Please contact Brent 

To consign cattle or 
for on-farm appraisals 

please contact 
Brent, Blair or Brody

MEADOW LAKE LIVESTOCK SALES LTD.

Your independently owned & operated livestock marketing 
facility - working with the producers’ best interest in mindteam

www.teamauctionsales.com

the electronic auction market

 Brent 306-240-5340 •  Blair 306-240-9883 •  Brody 306-240-6504  
 Office 306-236-3411 ~ Fax 306-236-3412  

Email: mlstockyards@ sasktel.net ~  market info visit: www.mlstockyards.com 

FEEDER FINANCE PROGRAM AVAILABLE - Please contact Glen 

To consign cattle or 
for on-farm appraisals 
please contact Brent, 

Glen, Boyd or Frederick

PRINCE ALBERT LIVESTOCK SALES

Fri., Nov. 6, 2020
Bred Cow/Heifer & Pair Sale 1:00 p.m.

Mon., Nov. 9, 2020
Presort Sale 9:30 a.m.; Regular Sale 1:30 p.m.

Producers wishing to market cattle prior 
to sale day please contact the 

office 306-763-8463 for delivery.

Your independently owned & operated livestock marketing 
facility - working with the producers’ best interest in mindteam

www.teamauctionsales.com

the electronic auction market

 Brent 306-240-5340 •  Glen 306-960-4732 •  Boyd 306-841-7998 •  Frederick 306-227-9505  
 Office 306-763-8463 ~ Fax 306-763-4620  

For market info visit: www.northernlivestocksales.ca 

A division of Northern Livestock Sales

Rabbit Lake rendezvous
Jim and Elaine Tomkins 

hosted another Rabbit Lake 
music and dinner night for a 
lucky few on Oct. 24. Health 
guidelines were followed, and 
the evening was enjoyed by all 
in attendance.

A supper by Jeanette and 
Tina was followed by some 
lively old time rock n’ roll and 
classic country music played by 
Freddie and Sheila Pelletier. 

“Freddie picks a great guitar 
and Sheila can sing, yodel, and 
play a mean guitar also,” said 
Bill Paterson of the duo.

Jim and Elaine are currently 
working on a Cowboy Christ-
mas Lunch and Show for Dec. 
5.

Place Your Ad Today! 

Shellbrook Chronicle
Spiritwood Herald

Ph: 306.747.2442 • Fax: 306.747.3000

        Email: chads@sbchron.com

CLASSIFIEDS WORK!
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Kelly Rolston Memorial Fund hosts goalie school

With COVID-19 cas-
es on the rise across 
the province, the Sas-
katchewan Rivers Pub-
lic School Division has 
identified the first posi-
tive case of the virus at 
Shellbrook’s W.P. San-
din Public High School.

The school division 
received word of the 
positive test result last 
Thursday evening, and 
shared the news with all 

connected classrooms, 
cohorts of students, 
staff, and the broader 
school community.

“Our thoughts and get-
well wishes are extend-
ed to this member of our 
school community and 
surrounding family; we 
hope recovery is swift,” 
Director of Education, 
Robert Bratvold, said in 
a statement.

Bratvold said the Sas-
katchewan Health Au-
thority will now be re-
sponsible for assessing 
the case, as it provides 
contact tracing and fol-
low-up communications 
with all potential con-
tacts. 

In the meantime, the 
students and staff af-
fected by the positive 
case will be required 
isolate until further no-
tice and continue learn-
ing and teaching re-
motely.

W.P. Sandin, however, 
will remain open for in-
person classes for all 
students and staff who 
are not required to iso-

late.
“The school’s COVID 

Response Plan con-
tains many important 
measures, processes 
and protocols that add 
layers of protection 
for students and staff,” 
Bratvold said. “School 
personnel will contin-
ue to be informed and 
guided by Saskatch-
ewan Health Author-
ity as they manage this 
case.”

While individual 
schools have their CO-
VID-19 policies in place, 
Bratvold cautions that 
everyone shares respon-
sibility to minimize the 
risk of transmission. 

He urges students to:
•  be diligent in per-

forming the daily health 
screening and self-mon-
itoring,

•  Stay home if ill, 
•  Call the HealthLine 

at 811 if exhibiting CO-
VID-19 symptoms,

•  Practice proper hand 
hygiene,

•  Maintain physical 
distancing as much as 
possible, 

•  Wear a mask when 
appropriate, and

•  Do whatever we can 
to keep each other safe.

Due to privacy con-
cerns, further details 
about the case at W.P. 
Sandin will not be 
shared.

Eleven goaltenders have gathered 
once again for the second year in 
a row to work on and improve their 
skills, thanks to the Rolston Memo-
rial Fund.  This years list of goal-
ies are: Brody Moe, Emmet Spriggs, 
Ty Keyowski, Brooklyn Anderson, 
Kendall Cook, Camerin Smart, Matt 
Muller, Eli Foy, Nikita Krayetski, 
Camden Altstadt, and Jace Dorward

The Rolston Memorial Fund, in 
conjunction with Shellbrook minor 
sports association, has made a com-
mitment once again to acquire the 
services of Focus Goaltending to 
work with our young  netminders.

The Rolston Memorial Fund, in 
honor of Kelly Rolston, was created 
shortly after Kelly lost his life in a 
power line accident.  Kelly grew up 
North of Shellbrook and minded 
the net for the Shellbrook Silvertips 
hockey team. “Can’t stop the goalie” 
slogans are displayed on each jersey 
given to these goalies enrolled in the 

school with Kelly’s initials displayed 
proudly on the sleeve.

The Rolston memorial fund helps 
cover 40 percent of the cost of the 
school. Shellbrook’s Minor Sports 
Association donated 15 hours of ice 
time, leaving only 45 percent to be 
covered by the students. 

Goaltenders are often the forgotten 
players on the iceand coaches aren’t 
quite sure how to improve their skills 
in regular minor hockey practices. 
This school is tailored to improve and 
enhance netminders and gives the 
young netminders a 2 to 1 instructor 
togoalie ratio.  

These goalies meet every two weeks 
for a one hour session to improve 
their slides, butterflies, angles, and 
the list goes on and on. The young 
goalies range from age 6 to 15.  

To help keep costs low, the goalies, 
as well as the The Rolston Memorial 
Fund committee members, will be 
selling raffle tickets to do some fun-

draising.  
COVID-19 has significantly 

changed the prizes that were going 
to be offered, however, we still think 
they are pretty amazing.  First prize 
is a $2,000 travel voucher, second 

prize is a signed Connor McDavid 
Jersey, and third prize is $100. 

To purchase a ticket, contact one of 
these crazy goalies, or Max Dupuis at 
306-747-9019 or Josh Reddekopp at 
306-747-8106.

Instructors from Focus Goaltending are helping the young goalies hone their 
skills.

JOB OPPORTUNITY
RURAL MUNICIPALITY OF LEASK NO. 464

is inviting applications for
ADMINISTRATOR 

The Rural Municipality of Leask, serving the population of 
approximately 750 people requires the services of a qualified 
Administrator to provide professional leadership and direction 
for the Rural Municipality. 

Ideally you have a strong administrative background with 
technical skills in human resource management and municipal 
accounting. As the administrative head of the RM, you are 
responsible for the overall operation of the RM in accordance 
with the objectives, plans, programs, bylaws and policies 
approved by Council along with various Provincial or Federal 
statutes.  Desired candidates will have a minimum Rural “Class 
C” Certificate in Local Government Administration, or equivalent 
as required by the Saskatchewan Rural Board of Examiners.

The RM uses the RMAA Salary Schedule as a guide; the right 
candidate can expect a salary and benefits package that reflects 
their level of experience.

The Rural Municipality of Leask No. 464 is a progressive 
municipality with mixed farming, land development and 
tourism opportunities located in north central Saskatchewan.  
The RM Office is in the Village of Leask which has excellent 
medical, educational and recreational facilities in the village and 
immediate district. For more information on the R.M. of Leask 
visit us at www.leask.ca or call 306-466-2000.

Interested candidates are encouraged to submit their resume, 
a covering letter, three work related references, and salary 
expectations to the following address by no later than Nov. 19, 
2020 to Rural Municipality of Leask at Box 190, Leask, SK, S0J 
1M0,  or email rmleask.464@sasktel.net.

We thank all who apply and advise that only those selected for 
further consideration will be contacted.

Pawn Prophet 
Corporation in 
Debden requires a 

RETAIL SALES 
SUPERVISOR
The successful applicant is 
expected to perform the 
following duties:
• Maintain specified inventory 
   and order merchandise
• Prepare reports regarding sales 
   volumes, and merchandising.
• Ensure the visual standards and 
   image of the store are maintained, 
   such as store displays, signage and 
   cleanliness
• Develop and implement marketing 
   strategies, and promotions.
• Authorize payments and the return of 
   merchandise
• Resolve customer issues
• Train new sta� and report on 
   performance.
• Develop new product lines and o�ers.
• Increase wholesale membership to 
   targeted levels.

Please send 
resume to:
broder@sasktel.net

Or Mail: 
Box 724,
Debden, SK
S0J 0S0

Young goalies pause for 
a picture before taking 
the ice.

COVID-19 case identified 
at WP Sandin

Advertising 
Deadline is

Friday
4:00 p.m.
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Shellbrook Library celebrates Library Week
By Dian Campbell

Library Week is busy at Shellbrook 
Library. 

Our first “Story Stroll” was a great 
success, even with the cold weather. 
116 children registered and received 
story packets, then they travelled 
down the Story Stroll path to enjoy 
the story. 

Appreciation goes to Rich Hildeb-
rand for building the sandwich boards 
for our program. And gratitude also 
goes to each of the businesses who 
allowed us to display in their win-
dows: The Town Office, Shellbrook 
Credit Union, Woodland Pharmacy, 

Shellbrook Museum, Tait Insurance, 
Parkland Meats, Shellbrook Bigway, 
Shellbrook Chronicle and MJW Ac-
counting. 

The winner of our Library Week 
Book Basket was Nicole R. 

Our Doors are OPEN!! Please come 
in. 

Although we cannot do any pro-
gramming, we still have much to offer:

* Pick up and drop off  books, DVDs 
and other materials (curbside pick-up 
is still available for those who need it). 

* Public Computer Access – Please 
phone and book a time.

* Access to online services: e-books, 

movies, music, information
* Story Bin Activity kits are avail-

able
* Starting in November, families can 

register for Story Time Kits to take 
home and enjoy (includes books and 
crafts). 

* Free Wi-Fi service 

Kaydence and Aubrielle Booth enjoy the Shellbrook Library’s Story Stroll.

Community Calendar
~

SPIRITWOOD: Wapiti Regional Library - Limited Capacity. Tuesday 9 am - 5 pm; 
Wednesday 9 am - 5 pm; Friday 9 am - 5 pm
LEOVILLE: Wapiti Regional Library - Appointment only. Wednesday 10 am - 4 pm; 
Thursday 10 am - 2 pm 
SHELL LAKE: Wapiti Regional Library - Curb Side Pickup. Tuesday 12 pm - 4 pm; 
Wednesday 12 pm - 4 pm

~
BLAINE LAKE: Wapiti Library - Appointment only. Wednesday 12 pm - 6 pm; Friday 
1 pm - 5 pm; Saturday 12 pm - 4 pm. Contact us for more info 306-497-3130, www.
wapitilibrary.ca.
BIG RIVER: Wapiti Library - Curb Side Pickup. Monday 12:30 pm - 4:30 pm; Wednes-
day 12:30 pm - 4:30 pm; Friday 12:30 pm - 4:30 pm
CANWOOD: Canwood Branch of Wapiti Regional Library. Appointment only. Tues-
day 10 am - 3 pm; Thursday 10 am - 4 pm; Friday 1 pm - 5 pm
DEBDEN: Wapiti Library hours:  Appointment only. Monday 2 pm - 7 pm; Tuesday 10 
am - 4 pm.  Librarian: Aline Hannon
LEASK: Wapiti Library & Legacy Gallery Hours - Limited Capacity. Tuesday 10:30 am 
- 5 pm; Friday 10:30 am - 5 pm; Saturday 1 pm - 5 pm
MARCELIN: Wapiti Library - Appointment only. Tuesday 2 pm - 7 pm; Thursday 2 pm 
- 8 pm; Saturday 9 am - 2 pm. For information on all your library needs, please contact 
306-226-2110.
SHELLBROOK: Shellbrook Branch of the Wapiti Library located at 105 Railway Ave., 
West (Provincial building). Library Hours: Limited capacity - Monday 2 pm - 6:30 pm; 
Tuesday 12 pm - 8 pm; Wednesday 2 pm - 8 pm; Thursday 12 pm - 6:30 pm; Friday 9 
am - 4 pm. 
CANWOOD: Canwood Regional Park 2020 Annual General Meeting – Monday, No-
vember 16, 2020, Canwood Legion Hall, 7:00 pm. Everyone Welcome! However, limited 
space due to COVID-19 restrictions! Please phone Ruth at 306-468-4661 to reserve a 
seat. Bring your ideas!!
SHELLBROOK: Shellbrook Kinettes presents Twinkle Tour & Hamper Haul. Join us 
for a Christmas display tour & competition – December 5, 2020. Contact Melissa Moe 
to enter your display for voting: 306-747-7085 or shellbrook_kinettes@hotmail.com. 
We will also be collecting donations for Christmas food hampers! Please leave a non-
perishable food item in an orange garbage bag on your doorstep for the Kinettes to pick 
up. The parade will end at Shellbrook Pentecostal Assembly where additional food bank 
donations can be dropped off safely from your vehicle. More details to come!

TRIPLE YOUR ADVERTISING
We’ll advertise your important community event in our Community Calendar 

FREE for two weeks prior to the event with purchase of a 
2 column x 2” Display ad for only:

$60.00 plus G.S.T. - A savings of over 30%
Available to Non-Profit & Community Organizations Only

Call Now For Further Details
“Don’t miss out on letting your Community and others know of your event!”

Shellbrook Chronicle & Spiritwood Herald
Box 10, Shellbrook, SK  S0J 2E0

Ph: 306-747-2442 • Fax: 306-747-3000 • Email: chads@sbchron. com

WW2 veteran shares 
story of service 

On Remembrance Day 
this year, many Canadi-
ans will be reflecting on 
the 75th anniversary of the 
end of the Second World 
War. Among those will be 
war amputee veteran Bob 
Gondek, of Toronto, who 
also carries a physical re-
minder of that pivotal time 
in history.

At the age of 96, Bob can 
still vividly recall serv-
ing alongside the Allied 
Forces with the 2nd Pol-
ish Corps during the Ital-
ian Campaign. “We were 
climbing a hill, heavily 
laden with equipment car-
ried by mules,” says Bob. 
“Germans were above and 
could easily see us. Their 
machine gun fire pinned 
us to the ground. We had 
to deal with completely 
unknown terrain and ex-
treme darkness. Finally, 
I found a soft spot where 
I could seek temporary 

shelter. In the morning, I 
realized I was laying on 
corpses, buried in shallow 
graves.”  

In 1944, Bob was based 
outside Loretto, Italy, 
when heavy gun fire broke 
out. “Without any order, I 
crawled up to them [the en-
emy] and threw a grenade,” 
says Bob. “I acted instinc-
tively.” After a short period 
of silence, the enemy be-
gan firing mortars. “I re-
member an explosion and 
the smell of gunpowder,” 
he says. “I then realized 
that my weapon was gone 
and, in the place where 
my hand held the machine 
gun, there was nothing – I 
had lost part of my left arm 
below the elbow. I felt like 
I was dying because my 
whole life flashed before 
my eyes.”  

Bob also had extensive 
injuries around his leg and 
hip and spent five months 

recovering in the hospital.
He was awarded the 

Virtuti Militari, the Pol-
ish equivalent of the Vic-
toria Cross, for his valour 
in destroying two enemy 
machine gun nests. He 
also received the Officer’s 
Cross of the Order of Polo-
nia Restitua from Poland, 
the Cross of Valour, Merit 
Cross, Second Corps Army 
Medal and Monte Cassino 
Commemorative Cross.

In 1954, Bob immigrated 
to Canada where he be-
came a member of The War 
Amps, an Association orig-
inally started by amputee 
veterans returning from 
the First World War to help 
each other adapt to their 
new reality as amputees. 

Bob has dedicated a life-
time of service to The War 
Amps, holding various 
positions within the As-
sociation. He also became 
an inspiration to other am-
putees, showing them that 
an amputation is not a bar-
rier to living a full and ac-
tive life. “You have to teach 
by example,” says Bob. “I 
don’t have an arm, but I 
enjoyed playing golf.” 

Over the years, Bob has 
helped educate the young-
er generation about the 
horrors of war by going to 
schools and giving speech-
es to students. For the last 
50 years on Remembrance 
Day, he has also laid a 
wreath to honour his com-
rades. 

“I’m grateful that I have 
been able to take part in 
these ceremonies. It’s im-
portant to me that I pay 
tribute to my fellow veter-
ans and all those who lost 
their lives,” says Bob. Second World War veteran Bob Gondek. 
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Competitive Pricing
“We’re Your Local Rural Printer”

Ph: 306-747-2442 •  Fax: 306-747-3000
Email: chads@sbchron.com

•  Rubber Stamps
•  Embossers
•  Signs
•  Cards - Wedding, Anniversary, 
 Thank You, Etc.
•  Paper Supplies
•  Photocopying Paper

•  Photocopies
 - Full Color & Black/White
•  Brochures
•  Invoices & Forms
•  Business Cards
•  Envelopes
•  Printing of All Kinds

Your supplier for:

•  Customized Computer Forms

your local newspapers and more
Your supplier for:

your local newspapers your local newspapers your local newspapers your local newspapers your local newspapers your local newspapers your local newspapers your local newspapers your local newspapers your local newspapers your local newspapers your local newspapers your local newspapers your local newspapers your local newspapers your local newspapers your local newspapers your local newspapers your local newspapers your local newspapers 

& Spiritwood Herald& Spiritwood Herald& Spiritwood Herald& Spiritwood Herald& Spiritwood Herald& Spiritwood Herald
Shellbrook ChronicleShellbrook Chronicle

your local newspapers and moreyour local newspapers your local newspapers your local newspapers 

& Spiritwood Herald& Spiritwood Herald& Spiritwood Herald& Spiritwood Herald
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Rough start for love-’em-or-hate-’em Cowboys
They’re known as Ameri-

ca’s Team. But only because 
of the existence of the New 
York Jets and a couple of 
other bottom feeders in the 
National Football League, 
the Dallas Cowboys have 
barely been able to escape 
the moniker “America’s 
Worst Team.’

The Cowboys are one of 
those ‘love-’em-or-hate-’em’ 
franchises. Baseball has 
the Yankees. Golf has Ti-
ger Woods. Hockey has the 
Leafs. There’s no middle 
ground when it comes to af-
fection. Fans are either all in, 
or they can’t stand them.

Fox Sports TV network 
treats Cowboys’ games like 
national holidays. The team 
is always involved in one of 
the featured games on U.S. 
Thanksgiving. TV directors 
love showing Jerry Jones in 
his owner’s box, high-fiving 
and hugging after good 
plays, looking despondent 
and ready to fire somebody 
after bad ones. Two of the 
major TV analysts, Troy Aik-
man of Fox (with play-caller 
Joe Buck) and Tony Romo 
of CBS (with Jim Nantz) are 
both former Cowboys QBs 
and are quick to applaud 
their former team, or make 
excuses for ineptitude.

This season has been 

particularly difficult for the 
‘Boys. Longtime coach Ja-
son Garrett was fired after 
last season and replaced by 
former Green Bay boss Mike 
McCarthy, and the early re-
turns have not been pleas-
ant. Dallas, which hasn’t 
been in an NFC champion-
ship game since 1995, won 
two of its first seven games, 
and only a minor-league-
style gaffe by the Atlanta Fal-
cons on an onside-kick play 
allowed the Cowboys to win 
one of those games, one they 
had no business winning.

Through seven games, 
Dallas had given up the most 
points in the entire NFL, 
even more than the winless 
Jets. Rock bottom might 
have occurred between 
Weeks 5-7, when quarter-
back Dan Prescott went 
down with a broken ankle, 
star running back Ezekiel 
Elliott fumbled twice in a 
38-10 Monday night loss to 
Arizona, a couple of play-
ers made ‘anonymous’ com-
ments the next day about the 
lack of direction they were 
receiving from McCarthy 
and his coaching staff, and 
then the hapless Washing-
ton Football Team handed 
Dallas a 25-3 loss.

The only saving grace for 
Dallas is that they play in the 

NFC East, which is by far the 
worst division (7-20-1) in the 
league. The Cowboys’ record 
of 2-5 through seven games 
left them only one point 
behind  first-place Phila-
delphia. Almost by default, 
they could win the division 
and qualify for the playoffs 
with backup QB Andy Dal-
ton guiding them down the 
stretch.

If the Dallas season con-
tinues to spiral downhill, 
those who love the ‘Boys will 
still love them. And for the 
haters, it’ll be another great 
year — 26 in a row without a 
Super Bowl.

•  Dwight Perry of the Se-
attle Times: “Provincial au-
thorities have told the On-
tario Hockey League that 
if it wants to play amid a 
pandemic this season that it 

will have to ban bodycheck-
ing and fighting. In a related 
story, Don Cherry’s head just 
exploded.”

•  RJ Currie of sportsdeke.
com: “June Blythe, 65, re-
gained her sense of smell 37 
years after losing it. Blythe 
says she could recall the 
scent of flowers and that the 
Toronto Maple Leafs stink.”

•  Currie again: “Biologists 
claim Washington is one of 
24 states with proven cases 
of the so-called ‘Zombie Vi-
rus.’ As good an explanation 
as any for the Seattle Mari-
ners.”

•  From fark.com: “NFL 
cancels this season’s Pro 
Bowl, leaving dozens of fans 
without a game to watch that 
day”

•  Michael Farber of si.com, 
on Twitter: “Watching a pa-
rade from the bullpen early 
in a 1-0 World Series game is 
as entertaining as watching 
Bryson DeChambeau check 

his notes.”
•  Comedy writer Brad 

Dickson of Omaha, after it 
took 3:40 to play Game 2 of 
the World Series: “Hard to 
believe young people raised 
on video games aren’t flock-
ing to the sport.”

•  LPGA player Danielle 
Kang, when asked by moon-
lighting commissioner/
turned-interviewer Mike 
Whan what she would do 
first if she became LPGA 
commissioner: “Hire Mike 
Whan back.”

•  Jack Finarelli, at 
sportscurmudgeon.com: 
“Nebraska was one of the 
most vocal critics of the Big 
10’s decision to cancel foot-
ball back in the summer.  
Now the Huskers get to open 
on the road at Ohio State. 
This is almost like a modern 
version of the old TV show 
from the 1950s, You Asked 
For It.” (Editor’s note: Ohio 
State romped, 52-17).

•  Headline on theonion.
com: “Undecided Voter Still 
Hasn’t Made Up Mind As To 
Who Won NBA Finals”

•  NY Giants coach Joe 
Judge, on taking his team 
into Philadelphia, his home 
town: “I’ll probably wear a 
helmet because my in-laws 
are already buying batter-
ies.”

•  Dwight Perry again: 
“The foundation of Panthers 
D-lineman Derrick Brown 
funded $50,000 so that kids 
in Charlotte could have Hal-
loween costumes and acces-
sories.And, it goes without 
saying, sacks.”

•  Ryan Brown of WJOX 
Radio in Birmingham, Ala-
bama, via Twitter, on Dodg-
er Cody Bellinger’s 400-foot, 
NLCS-winning home run: 
“That one had to file a flight 
plan.”

Care to comment? Email 
brucepenton2003@yahoo.
ca

SPORTSSPORTS

BRUCE 
PENTON

~

Regular services, Sunday school and special services will be listed.
LUTHERAN CHURCH

Zion - Canwood
Sunday School,

Worship Sunday, 11 a.m.
St. John’s - Shellbrook

Sunday School, 
Live-stream worship 
service on Facebook, 

Worship Sunday, 9 a.m.
Rev. Emmanuel Aristide

------------------------
PENTECOSTAL 

CHURCH
Parkside

10:30 a.m. Worship
Pastor Daniel Mooseely

306-747-3572
Shellbrook 

Sun., 10:30 a.m. - Worship
Pastor David Bodvarson

306-747-7235
Canwood

10:00 a.m. - Sunday School
11:00 a.m. - Worship

Pastor Glenn Blazosek
306-468-2138

Leask Gospel Tabernacle
Sunday 11 a.m. & 6:30 p.m.

Pastor Lorne Valuck
------------------------

SOVEREIGN GRACE 
BAPTIST CHURCH
Currently meeting in 

homes on Sunday morning
& Wednesday evenings
Parkside 306-747-2309

Leask 306-466-4498 
Marcelin 306-226-4615

------------------------
PRESBYTERIAN

Mistawasis
Sunday worship

11:00 a.m.
Rev. Katherine Bretzlaff

------------------------

IMMANUEL 
LUTHERAN

Parkside
11 a.m. - Worship 

 Pastor Chris Dean
------------------------

ANGLICAN CHURCH
Leask - All Saint’s

Sunday, 9 a.m. - Service
St. Andrew’s - Shellbrook
Sunday, 11 a.m. Service

Canwood - Christ Church
Sunday, 11 a.m. - Service 

2 p.m. Service 2nd Sunday 
of the month 

Rev’d Eyad Ajii 
306-980-5916

------------------------
UNITED CHURCH

Shellbrook - Knox United
Sun., 10 am  - Worship

306-747-3434
Student Minister 

Jon Worrall
Big River
Sundays 

10 a.m.. - Worship
 at Anglican Church
Rev. Dave Whalley

306-747-2804
------------------------

MENNONITE 
BRETHREN CHURCH

Blaine Lake Gospel Chapel 
109 Railway Ave. W.

Blaine Lake
306-497-3316

Pastor: Rick Schellenberg
Sunday, 10:30 a.m. 

Worship
------------------------

EVANGELICAL FREE
Big River

11:00 a.m. - Worship
Bible Classes 9:45 a.m.

Summer: 10:30 a.m. - 12
306-469-2258

Youth Nite: Fridays
Mont Nebo

Bible Study & Prayer
Sun., 11:00 a.m. - Worship
Pastor Bill Klumpenhower

------------------------
CATHOLIC CHURCH

Debden
Sun. Mass - 9:30 a.m. 
Fr. Michael Fahlman

Big River - Sacred Heart
Sun., 11:30 a.m. - Mass

Whitefish
Sun., 2:30 p.m. - Mass.

Victoire
Sat., 7:30 p.m. - Mass.
Fr. Michael Fahlman

Eucharist Celebrations
Muskeg

Sunday, 3 p.m. 
St. Agatha’s - Shellbrook

Mass - Sunday 9 a.m.
St. Henry’s - Leask

Mass - Sunday -  11 a.m.
Mistawasis

2nd & 4th Sundays, 1:30 p.m.
Fr. Phong Tran

------------------------
SEVENTH DAY  

ADVENTIST
407-2nd Ave E, Shellbrook
Sat., 9:45 a.m. - Sabbath School

Sat., 11:00 am  -Worship
Broadcast on 

VOAR 92.1 FM
Pastor Liviu Tilihoi

306-747-3398

PRAISE & WORSHIP

Google and Facebook are two of 
the biggest companies in the world. 
You might say they’re modern-day 
Goliaths.
They’re using their monopoly power 
to scoop up 80% of online advertising 
revenues and to free ride on the news 
content produced by hardworking 
journalists and publishers across Canada.

Maybe  it’s  time  to  start  leveling  the  
playing  field  a  little,  so  the  Davids  of  this 
world can start fighting back.  

That’s what Australia is doing. They’re 
putting in place a comprehensive solution 
to enable news publishers in that country 
to counteract the power of the web giants. 
They’re doing it with support from all the 
main political parties. And they’re doing it 
without new government funding, or new 
taxes, or new consumer fees.

We think our parliament here in Canada 
should do the same. It’s all in our new 
report at 
www.levellingthedigitalplayingfield.ca. 
Read it. And tell your MP to stand up with 
David against the Goliaths.
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DUHAIME – Wallace 
Charles

December 27, 1936 – 
October 16, 2020

It is with great sadness 
that the family of Wallace 
Charles Duhaime, share 
the news of his passing 
on October 16th, 2020, 
at his beloved acreage. 

Wallace is lovingly re-
membered by his wife, 
Betty, children Bernince 
and Norman (Cindy) 
and family; Daughter 
in law Jeanine Olson 
(Jim Welsh), along with 
their children Chantelle 
(Ryan) Cross, Jordan 
Duhaime, Gavin Du-
haime and Jayda Welsh; 
his siblings Grace (Rob-
ert) Abelson, Florence 

(Cy) Duhaime, Gordan 
Duhaime, and sister in 
law Caroline (Gordon) 
Bentley, and numerous 
nieces/nephews, other 
relatives and friends.

He is predeceased by, 
his parents Henry and 
Ellen Duhaime, sister 
Maxine and Ted Wit-
trock, brother Allen and 
Ann Duhaime, brother 
Bruce Duhaime, and sis-
ter-in-law Gail Duhaime. 

Wallace was born on 
December 27, 1936 at 
their family homestead, 
where they lived until 
1943 before moving to 
the farm in Bapaume. 
The Duhaime farm con-
tained a lot of memories 
and held a lot of love as 
Wallace not only grew 
up surrounded by those 
same fields but was able 
to raise his own family 
on that very ground. He 
married the love of his 
life, Betty Sawatsky on 
December 14th, 1963 be-
fore bringing their two 
children into the world. 

He was happiest when 
working on the farm. His 
passion for working on 
the land started with his 
love for horses. Wallace 

was able to tell you ev-
ery horse he had worked 
with throughout the 
years. He remembered 
their personalities, how 
they had to be handled 
and told the most vivid 
stories as if he had just 
driven them yesterday, 
not 50-60 years ago. As a 
couple, Wallace and Bet-
ty started to grow their 
farming horizons, where 
they bought milk cows 
and shipped cream at the 
local railway station in 
Bapaume. They spent a 
couple years raising pigs 
before they settled into a 
cow/calf operation until 
their retirement in 2002.

They moved to the acre-
age to “retire” where he 
made sure to keep busy, 
fixing stuff in his garage 
or gathering fire wood. 
He always made sure 
to keep his fire going in 
their wood stove, sitting 
in one of three special 
chairs he had throughout 
the house and garage. He 
was known to have the 
warmest house around. 

The grandkids were his 
greatest joys. There was 
always at least one in a 
tractor with him or fol-

lowing him around ready 
to help. As they grew up 
he would sit at the table 
in his chair and tell Bet-
ty, lets call Chantelle/
Jordan/Gavin/Jayda just 
to catch up. On October 
10th, Wallace was able to 
spend one last weekend 
surrounded by all his 
grandchildren to cele-
brate their oldest grand-
child’s wedding. He was 
showered with love and 
this memory holds dear 
to them all. 

Due to COVID-19 re-
strictions the family held 

a private service, officiat-
ed by Delores Beaulac on 
Thursday, October 22nd 
at 1:30pm, at the Beau 
“Lac” Funeral Home in 
Spiritwood, SK.  A pub-
lic visitation followed 
the service the same 
day at 2:00-4:00pm.  A 
Celebration of Life and 
interment will be held 
at a later date so all that 
knew and loved him can 
gather together to share 
memories. The family re-
quests that donations be 
made in Wallace’s name 
in lieu of flowers to the 

Bapaume Cemetery.
Donations may be 

made to the Bapaume 
Cemetery in memory of 
Wallace Duhaime as to-
kens of remembrance.

Family and friends 
wishing to send private 
online condolences are 
welcome to visit www.
beaulacf unera lhome.
com. Funeral arrange-
ments have been entrust-
ed to the care of Beau 
“Lac” Funeral Home, 
Mark Muir, Funeral Di-
rector, Spiritwood (306-
883-3500).

OBITUARIES
~

Wallace Charles Duhaime

Stella Mary Jones (nee 
Thompson)

February 18, 1931- 
October 27, 2020

Stella Mary Jones 
passed away on Octo-
ber 27, 2020 at Victoria 
Union Hospital in Prince 
Albert. She is lovingly 
remembered and will 
be most sadly missed 
by her husband of 69 
years Blake Jones as well 
as her children Edwin 
Jones (Debbie), Yvonne 
McArthur (Donald), 
Marvin Jones (Joanne), 
Melvin Jones (Sandra), 

her 12 grandchildren 
and 13 great grandchil-
dren, her brothers Mar-
cel Thompson (Lil) and 
Keith Thompson, her sis-
ter-in-law Edith Thomp-
son,  her brother-in-law 
Jim Jones, her life long 
friend and bridesmaid 
Josie Nickels, numerous 
nieces and nephews and 
many friends.

Stella was born at 
Christopher Lake and 
lived in the area most 
of her life. She was mar-
ried at St. Christopher’s 
Church on Oct. 27, 1951 
to Hilliard Blake Jones. 
They farmed in the area 
for many years, then re-
tired on an acreage near 
their farm. They lived 
there until health issues 
prompted them to move 
closer to medical facili-
ties. They chose Shell-
brook as their nesting 
place. They made many 
friends and memories 
there. When health is-
sues dictated, they 
moved to an Assisted 

Care Home in Prince 
Albert where Blake still 
resides.

Stella worked very 
hard all her life doing 
farm chores and raising 
her family. Although she 
preferred outdoor work, 
she was a very good 
homemaker. At various 
times she was active in 
many community proj-
ects such as the renova-
tion of St. Christopher’s 
Church. 

Stella and Blake were 
citizens of the year in 
Christopher Lake 2001. 
Stella was very pleased 
and honoured by that 
achievement. The fol-
lowing year she was fur-
ther honoured by being 
named to the Order of 
Saskatchewan on Octo-
ber 18, 2002.

Stella was preceded by 
her parents and 5 of her 7 
brothers. 

Due to the COVID-19 
Emergency Situation no 
service will be held at 
this time.

Stella Mary Jones

SHUTTER – Irene
Irene Shutter passed away 

on Saturday, October 24, 
2020, at the age of 88 years. 

She will be lovingly 
remembered by her 
daughter, Susan Kwasnica; 
her grandchildren: Troy 
Knapp, Beau Knapp, Kyle 
Kwasnica, Kristin Kwasnica 
and Jonathon Kwasnica; and 
her great grandchild, Lily.

She was predeceased by 
her husband, Matthew W. 

Kwasnica and her son, Terry 
Kwasnica.

A Private Family Service 
will be held at a later date.

Family and friends wishing 
to send online condolences 
are welcome to visit www.
beaulacfuneralhome.com.  
Arrangements have been 
entrusted to the care of 
Beau “Lac” Funeral Home, 
Marianne Turcotte, Funeral 
Director, Prince Albert, SK 
306-763-3322.

Irene Shutter

Regular services, Sunday school and special services will be listed.

PARTNERS IN FAITH
Lutheran/United/

Christchurch Anglican, 
137-2nd St. W. 

Spiritwood
  Worship 11:00 a.m. 
Rev. Sarah Urano
-----------------------

UNITED /ANGLICAN
Worship Services

Glaslyn
Time is on the sign

Rev. Kun Kim
Rev. Don Skinner
-----------------------

CATHOLIC
SUNDAY

Spiritwood - 11:15 a.m.
Leoville - 9:30 a.m.

Chitek Lake - Closed for 
the Season

Everyone Welcome
SATURDAY

Shell Lake - 8:00 p.m.
Medstead - 6 p.m. 

Father Ramel Macapeia 
-----------------------
PARTNERS IN 

WORSHIP
Shell Lake

Worship - Sunday 9 a.m. 
306-427-0040

Pastor Sarah Urano
-----------------------

SEVENTH DAY  
ADVENTIST

407 - 2nd Ave .E, 
Shellbrook

Sat., 9:45 am - 
Sabbath School

Sat., 11:00 am - Worship
Broadcast on 

VOAR 92.1 FM
Pastor Liviu Tilihoi

306-747-3398
-----------------------
MENNONITE 
BRETHREN

Glenbush
10:00 am - Sunday School

Worship 10:50 am 
-----------------------

FIELDS OF HOPE
(HOFFNUNGSFELDER)
MENNONITE CHURCH

Glenbush
Worship - 11:00 am

 -----------------------
BETHEL
Medstead

 1st Sunday, 10 am - 
Worship

Pastor David Jensen
3rd Sunday - 10 am 

Worship
Pastor David Jensen

-----------------------
Gideons International 

of Canada
Battlefords Camp

Phone Art Martynes 
(306) 389-4633

-----------------------
EVANGELICAL FREE

Mont Nebo
 Wed., 7:30 pm -

Bible Study & Prayer
  Sun., 10:30 am - Worship  
 Pastor Bill Klumpenhower

-----------------------
LAKELAND 

COMMUNITY  CHURCH
Spiritwood

Sun., 11 am - Worship 
Service & Sunday School

Pastor Gerry Zak
-----------------------

BELBUTTE FULL 
GOSPEL

   11 am  Worship Service
  1st Sun., 7:30 pm 

- Hymn Sing
Pastor Floyd Berg
-----------------------

COWBOY  CHURCH
Spiritwood

Every Wednesday Night 
7 pm

Spiritwood Legion Hall
Pastor Rick Martin

PRAISE & WORSHIP
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DIRECTORY

Shellbrook Chronicle

BUSINESS 
DIRECTORY

306-747-2442 • chads@sbchron.com

INSURANCE

1-877-898-8248 (TAIT)

Shellbrook  306-747-2896
Canwood  306-468-2227
Leask  306-466-4811

email: office@taitinsurance.ca
www.taitinsurance.ca

General, Health 
& Hail Insurance

Motor License Issuer

ELECTRICIAN

Residential, Commercial 
& Agricultural 

Wiring & Trenching
Skid Steer Service

Jake Verbonac 
306-747-9073

Serving Shellbrook 
& Surrounding area

&J HElectric

FUNERAL SERVICES

Courteous, professional,
reliable, plumbing, heating,

gas fitting services

Ph: 306-747-4332
Shellbrook, Sask.

PLUMBING

Your Guide to
Home Services &
Repair Professionals

HEARING

Call today for your 
 Hearing Test!

1-306-883-3997
Hearing Aid Sales and Services

101 Main Street, Spiritwood

HEARING CENTRE

LAWYER

Law Office
DELBERT DYNNA

HILLA KROGH
100A - 10th St. East

Prince Albert, SK S6V 0Y7
phone (306) 764-6856

fax (306) 763-9540
Preferred areas of practice:
Wills, Estates, Real Estate

FUNERAL SERVICES

“Faces you know, people you trust at a time you need them the most”

306-747-2828 (24 hrs.)
101 Railway Ave. W., Shellbrook, SK

Monument Sales & Pre-arrangements Available
Shellbrook – Spiritwood – Big River – Debden  

Prince Albert – Canwood – Leask
www.beaulacfuneralhome.com

Glen Jantz
306-984-7634, Leoville

gcjantz@gmail.com
Licenced & Bonded
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PLUMBING

Jake’s 
    Plumbing & Heating

Furnaces, boilers, water heaters & 
softeners, garage unit heaters, air 

conditioners, reverse osmosis systems, 
fire places, gas fitting and more 

Red Seal Interprovincial 
Journeyman Plumber

Licensed General Gas�tter
Guaranteed workmanship

306-280-0743

ake’s 
   

ADVERTISE HERE

This Space Is 
Waiting For You

Keep Your Business In 
The Public Eye And A 

Quick Reference At Your 
Customer’s Finger Tips.

Call Today:
306-747-2442

Call today for your 
 Hearing Test!

1-306-883-3997
Hearing Aid Sales and Services

101 Main Street, Spiritwood

HEARING CENTRE

HEARING

Each O�ce is 
Independently 

Owned and 
Operated

306.883.7449

Heather Sarrazin, REALTOR®

Licensed to trade in residential, agricultural, and 
commercial real estate.

LAKE COUNTRY’S LOCAL REALTOR®

REAL ESTATE

CONSTRUCTION
 

 
 

Your Local New Home Builder 
• General Contractor 

• New Homes - Design/Build 
 

Serving Spiritwood & 
surrounding area 

 

Office - 306-883-1500 
Cell – 306-883-7003 

Murray Loewen 
 

 

 
 

Your Local New Home Builder 
• General Contractor 

• New Homes - Design/Build 
 

Serving Spiritwood & 
surrounding area 

 

Office - 306-883-1500 
Cell – 306-883-7003 

Murray Loewen 
 

Co-Jack 
Construction Ltd.
• Complete Building Renovations

• Kitchens • Bathrooms 
• Basements • Painting • Decks 

• Insurance Claims 
• Free Estimates

Brad Pearson
co-jack@sasktel.net

Cell: 306.824.0184

CONSTRUCTION

ACCOUNTING

Weberg 
Accounting

Services
Andrea Weberg 

CPTP, DFA-TSS

306-747-2244 
Shellbrook
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THE CLASSIFIEDSTHE CLASSIFIEDS
SWNA Blanket Classifieds

Reaching over 6 million people weekly. 
Cost for 25 words:

Saskatchewan market ..............$209.00
   One Zone  ............................$86.00
   Two Zone ..........................$123.00
Alberta market .......................$269.00
Manitoba market ...................$189.00
BC market .............................$395.00
Ontario market ......................$439.00
   Western Ontario  .................$155.00   
   Central Ontario  ..................$129.00
   Eastern Ontario ..................$145.00
   Northern Ontario  ..................$90.00
Quebec market
   English ...............................$240.00
Atlantic market ......................$200.00
Across Canada  ..................$1,977.00
Also Available: Quebec (French)  ................$986.00

Career Ads
Reaching Over 600,000 People Weekly

Rates: $7.79 per agate line 
 Size: 2 col. x 2” ...................$424.00

Deadline for Booking/Material 
Friday at 4 p.m.

Contact the Shellbrook Chronicle
306-747-2442

or Email:
chads@sbchron.com

All prices plus applicable taxes. 
NOTICE

This newspaper accepts advertisements in good 
faith. We advise that it is in your interest to 
investigate offers personally. Publications by this 
paper should not be taken as an endorsement of  
the product or services offered.

Shellbrook Chronicle 
Reaching over 10,000 people weekly. 

Personal Classifieds: 
$16.00 for 20 words + 20¢ additional 

words for the 1st week. 
Additional weeks: $8.00/week + GST.

Classified Display: 
$26.00/column inch. Minimum 2 
column inches - $52.00 + GST.

For All Other Advertising 
Please Contact Our Office at:

Ph: 306-747-2442 or Fax: 306-747-3000
Email: 

news: chnews@sbchron.com
advertising: chads@sbchron.com

Phone
306-747-2442

Fax
306-747-3000

Email
chads@sbchron.com

P.O. Box 10, Shellbrook, SK S0J 2E0
Advertising Deadline - Friday: 4:00 p.m.

Subscriptions 
$75.00 + $3.75 (GST) = $78.75/year

WINTER TIRES & 
RIMS FOR SALE -– 
Came off a 2009 Ford 
Focus 195/65R15, 
50% wear, comes 
with 4 bolt steel 
rims. $200. Call 
Ralph Korody 306-
747-3611.  2-46

First and second 
cut alfalfa brome 
mix, net wrapped 
with 568 J.D. baler. 
Delivery available. 
306-922-8380.  5-45

HAY FOR SALE
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NOTICE
TO OUR READERS

Please take only as many 
newspapers from our newspaper 

bins as need to be read.

If you’re looking for newsprint paper, 
please contact us and we can 

arrange a bundle(s) of recycled paper 
for your use at no charge.

Contact us at 306-747-2442.

Thank you for your understanding.

AUCTIONS TIRES & RIMS
FOR SALE

Classifieds Work!

306-747-2442

I
N

M
E
M
O
R
Y

In 
Remembrances

may be put in 
the Chronicle & 

Herald for 
$25.00* 

(30 words) 
20¢ per 

additional word
Photo - $10.00

Shellbrook Chronicle
Spiritwood Herald

Ph: 306-747-2442     
Fax: 306-747-3000

Email: chads@sbchron.com

Place your Classified Today!
1st week 20 words $16.00 

Extra words 20¢ each
2nd week $8.00

Plus GST
Phone: 306-747-2442

Fax: 306-747-3000
Email: chads@sbchron.com
Shellbrook Chronicle
Spiritwood Herald

CLASSIFIEDS WORK!

Place Your Ad Now!

Ph: 306.747.2442 • Fax: 306.747.3000

Email: chads@sbchron.com
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Is my houseplant getting enough light?
By Trevor Christopher

Tropical plants are a hot com-
modity right now.  Everyday plants 
like pothos and sansevieria are all 
the rage. With the free time people 
have had during the current pan-
demic, many have taken up the 
hobby of indoor gardening. The 
profusion of Instagram and Face-
book pages devoted to personal 
plant collections and plant groups, 
some with hundreds of thousands 
of followers, showing off their latest 
prized acquisitions proves it. People 
find plants relaxing. The hobby is 
perfect for social distancing and 
gives a sense of accomplishment 
when a plant pushes out healthy 
new growth. 

But with all the successes, there 
are an equal number of failures. In-
stagram accounts showing people 
with huge floor to ceiling south win-
dows overflowing with plants make 
it look easy. The same house across 
the street with a north facing win-
dow will have drastically different 
results. Plants need light to func-
tion; a lot of light. More light than 
people realize. 

Without light, internal plant 
functions are weak. The closer to 
ideal the light levels are for a plant; 
the more active photosynthesis is 
and the faster and sturdier a plant 
grows. 

Most of the tropical plants that 
we find in greenhouses and garden 
centers here in Canada originate 
from greenhouses or Florida where 
they are grown outdoors under light 
shade cloth. Light levels are high 
under these conditions.  

Light levels can be measured in 
units called footcandles (fc).  Tropi-
cal plants that prefer shade, such 
as aglaonemas and calatheas, grow 
under light levels between 1500 
and 3000 fc.  On the other hand, 
trees in the ficus family (rubber 
trees, fiddle leaf figs and weeping 
figs) appreciate very high light lev-
els, 10,000fc, which represent full 
Florida sun conditions at noon on 
a sunny day. These high light levels 
create thick sturdy growth and help 
plants bulk up quickly. Just prior 
to shipping tropical plants from 
Florida up to northern latitudes, ex-
perienced growers will grow these 
tropical plants under a shade cloth 
where light levels are around 3000 
to 5000 fc so that plants become 
accustomed to lower light indoor 
conditions. Remember, in the wild, 
these ficus family plants are mas-
sive 50 to 100 foot trees:  they pro-
vide the shade, they don’t grow in 
the shade. 

The catch all phrase attached to 
almost every tropical plant for sale 
these days is “Prefers bright indi-

rect light”.   Can anyone 
really define exactly what 
amount of light “bright 
indirect light” is? The hu-
man eye is a terrible judge 
of light intensity:  light 
that seems bright to the 
eye is generally not bright 
to a plant.  Consider that 
south facing window that 
was discussed earlier:  if 
a light meter was used to 
measure the amount of 
direct sunlight entering 
the window, the reading 
would be around 6000 
to 8000fc. This reading 
is on the floor where the 
sun directly shines. Di-
rect sunlight means the 
plant and sun can see each 
other; in a direct line.  If 
a light measurement is 
made in the middle of the 
room, the reading will be 
between 500 to 1000 fc. 
In the back corners of the 
room the reading will be 100 fc. 
That is 1% of summer tropical sun. 
The areas beside or below a window, 
especially a window high up on the 
wall, can be the darkest areas in a 
room. Light doesn’t bend to the 
sides or downward when it comes 
through a window.  People will say 
their plant gets lots of “bright indi-

rect light” because its beside a win-
dow. One side of the plant that faces 
towards the window might get some 
light but the side of the plant facing 
the wall or away from the window Is 
not. Time of year also makes a dif-
ference. In the winter when the sun 
is low, more light may enter a room 
but winter sun is weak and the days 

are very short so not much 
is gained. 

Smaller new leaves, 
less variegation on new 
growth, weak stems on 
normally upright plants 
and soil that stays wet 
for long periods of time 
are typical signs that 
a plants is not getting 
enough light.  Plants suf-
fer the most from lack of 
light when they first come 
home. Many plants will 
show their frustration by 
dropping leaves. Ficus 
and scheflerra are sus-
ceptible to this.  With the 
exception of a few plants 
like peace lilies and cal-
athea, the more light the 
better. Always remember 
that these plants natu-
rally grow in environment 
much brighter than your 
living room. 

Trevor Christopher 
(BSA) is an indoor plant expert and 
horticulturist living in Saskatoon, 
Saskatchewan.

This column is provided cour-
tesy of the Saskatchewan Perennial 
Society (SPS; saskperennial@hot-
mail.com). Check our website sask-
perennial.ca) or Facebook page 
(facebook.com/saskperennial).

Compact, healthy Benjamina ficus indoors 
near large south facing windows. Photo 
credit: Jackie Bantle
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