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W.P. Sandin students stay awake for a good cause

Emmalynn LaMotte and Hunter Tremblay race over the final hurdle of the inflatable obstacle course brought into the W.P Sandin Public High 
School gymnasium for Friday night’s Wake-athon. The fundraiser brought in $2,000 for the school’s fitness centre.

It was a little after 4 p.m. when 
the Chronicle walked into W.P. San-
din High School’s gymnasium, where 
about 60 students were racing through 
an inflatable obstacle course as quickly 
as possible.

It was just the beginning of what was 
going to be a long night for the students 
(and for their supervisors), who were 
all participating in the school’s Wake-
athon fundraiser. 

A regular event for the school over the 
past number of years, the Wake-athon 
requires students to fundraise at least 
$75 to participate. In return for their 
efforts, they get to spend the night at 
the school, taking part in a wide range 

of team-based activities and games.
“The spirit of competition lends to 

team building, laughter and great 
memories that the kids reflect on 
throughout the year,” said Nicole Philp, 
one of the teachers who oversaw the 
evening’s festivities.

“Part of what I love about this event 
is not just the fun and games, however, 
but also watching the interaction be-
tween students from Grades 6 to 12. 
It is a unique opportunity for these 
relationships to develop between our 
senior and junior kids, and both age 
groups value the experience.”

Calling the Wake-athon a huge suc-
cess, Philp said her best guess was that 

the students managed to raise in the 
neighbourhood of $2,000.

In the past, the proceeds raised 
through the Wake-athon have gone to 
notable local causes, including Park-
land Integrated Health Centre, Happy 
Hearts Childcare Centre, and the pur-
chase of a new light and sound system 
for the school’s gym.

This year, the funds raised will stay 
within the school, where they will as-
sist with upgrades to the facility’s fit-
ness centre. 

According to reports given at a re-
cent School Community Council meet-
ing, much of the equipment in the fit-
ness centre is no longer safe to use. 

There are also concerns about making 
the fitness centre more inviting to the 
school’s female students.

Following up on this bit of fundrais-
ing, W.P. Sandin High School’s Student 
Leadership Council will be holding its 
second-ever Humboldt Broncos Me-
morial Street Hockey Tournament this 
Sunday, April 7.

A barbecue will begin at 11:30 a.m., 
with the hockey tournament slated to 
start at noon.

Last year’s tournament, which was 
organized within days of the Humboldt 
Broncos bus crash, raised $15,000 for 
STARS. The proceeds from this year’s 
tournament will also go to STARS.

ARE YOU SEEING DEER IN THE HEADLIGHTS??? Protect your Auto.
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Contact Tait Insurance Group Inc to inquire on additional coverage for wildlife.
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Community continues fight against teacher transfers

A lot can happen in a 
week.

Just last Monday, mem-
bers of the community 
gathered at a meeting of the 
School Community Council 
(SCC) for W.P. Sandin High 
School to express concern 
about the Saskatchewan 
Rivers Public School Divi-
sion’s (SRPSD) decision to 
transfer four local teachers 
– two of which are being 
moved to schools in differ-
ent communities.

Among those being 
transferred are Nicole 
Philp, who is moving from 
W.P Sandin to Wild Rose 
School, Heather Hladun, 
who is moving from Shell-
brook Elementary school 
to Canwood Community 
School, Lana Kyliuk, who 
is moving from Shellbrook 

Elementary to W.P. Sandin, 
and Janelle Verbonac, who 
is moving from W.P. Sandin 
to Shellbrook Elementary.

Within a day of that SCC 
meeting, Philp’s transfer, 
in particular, had become a 
rallying point for the com-
munity. 

And, seemingly over-
night, posters reading 
“Save Mrs. Philp” were 
taped to garbage bins all 
over town, and a “Keep 
Mrs. Philp” sign, now with 
dozens of signatures on it, 
was put up across from the 
high school.

However, the commu-
nity’s concern goes beyond 
the loss of one teacher. It’s 
about the SRPSD’s policy 
for transferring teach-
ers, and, more specifically, 
procedure 5 of that policy, 

which reads “In the event 
that a teacher is to be trans-
ferred, discussions will be 
held with the teacher and 
school administrator(s) 
prior to the transfer being 
implemented.”

Leaders of the group ral-
lying behind the four af-
fected teachers, including 
Shellbrook town councillor 
and former teacher Bruce 
Clements, argue that the 
SRPSD failed to give the 
teachers proper notice be-
fore finalizing their trans-
fers.

“The teachers here in 
Shellbrook were treated 
unprofessionally. They 
were blindsided, thrown 
under the bus, humiliated 
and embarrassed in front 
of their peers,” he said last 
Monday.

“This is unacceptable be-
haviour. Teachers deserve 
to be treated profession-
ally, as real human beings 
with real emotions. Not as 
machines.”

While the question of 
followed policy has been 
a focal point for the com-
munity’s concerns, broader 
questions of the policy’s 

appropriateness for smaller 
communities like Shell-
brook have also been asked. 

This has prompted calls 
for the SRPSD to not only 
review the transfers of the 
four affected teachers, but 
also to review its transfer 
policy altogether, and re-
shape it to better take into 
account the realities of 
small towns.

“Teachers that are com-
mitted to our community, 
and who live in our com-
munity, shouldn’t be trans-
ferred out unless they re-
quest a transfer, or there 
is an accountability issue,” 
Clements said. 

“This policy must change. 
We don’t want students 
travelling to Prince Albert 
or elsewhere, like a number 
of years ago.”

These policy questions 
were the crux of the agenda, 
when Clements, along with 
Yvonne Groenen (the Shell-
brook and Districts Cham-
ber of Commerce represen-
tative), and Sam Miller and 
Teri Smith (the school com-
munity representatives), 
met with SRPSD director of 
education Robert Bratvold 
to discuss the transfers on 
Friday afternoon.

Calling that meeting, 
which went on for the bet-
ter part of three hours, “re-
spectful” and “productive”, 
Clements said that he and 
his fellow attendees walked 
away feeling as though they 
had been heard by Brat-
vold.

After explaining the 
SRPSD’s guiding rationale 
for teacher transfers, Brat-
vold maintained that pro-
cedure 5 of the SRPSD’s 
transfer policy had been 
followed (and he repeat-
ed this statement to the 
Chronicle Tuesday morn-
ing).

 Bratvold also explained 
that teachers are reminded 

that they may be trans-
ferred at staff meetings, 
and when they complete 
their happy forms (a list 
of schools they’d be open 
to being transferred to). 
He added that teachers are 
also told of the transfer de-
cisions, given an explana-
tion for the transfer, and 
given supports to ease their 
reassignment. 

Clements said that he 
and his fellow attendees 
countered that this isn’t 
the same as having a one-
on-one sit down with the 
school division’s superin-
tendant of human resourc-
es or the school principal 
prior to the transfer being 
finalized – which is what is 
suggested in the language 
of procedure 5.

However, in his state-
ment to the Chronicle 
Tuesday morning, Bratvold 
clarified what is meant by 
“one-on-one” discussions.

“The one-on-one discus-
sions that a principal has 
with staff when the trans-
fer is determined is about 
how the teacher can be 
supported in the transfer,” 
he said. “The nature of that 
discussion will depend on 
the context and the needs 
of the staff member.”

According to Clements, 
Bratvold conceded at Fri-
day’s meeting that there 
may be a disconnect be-
tween the interpretation of 
the procedure, and that it 
needs to be looked at. How-
ever, he also maintained 
his belief that the school di-
vision’s policy is “good and 
effective”. 

He noted, though, that 
improvements could be 
made.

Bratvold also provided 
information on the appeals 
process that is open to all 
teachers, starting with the 
superintendant of human 
resources, then moving 
onto himself, and finally 

onto the SRPSD board.
Additionally, teachers 

can file grievances with the 
Saskatchewan Teachers’ 
Federation – and according 
to some reports, two of the 
four affected teachers have 
chosen to do so.

After this, Clements re-
ported, there was further 
discussion of the transfers, 
and their impact on the 
teachers, their families and 
the broader community.

“We believe we made 
a positive impact on Mr. 
Bratvold,” Clements stated 
in a summary of the meet-
ing sent out to members of 
the community. 

“We impressed on him 
the seriousness and sensi-
tivity of the situation here 
in Shellbrook, and made 
him aware of how this ap-
plies to all teachers em-
ployed by SRPSD. The chal-
lenge is now in his hands, 
and we will find out what 
kind of a leader he is.”

While this meeting was 
an important step in the 
community’s fight to have 
the four transfers, and the 
SRPSD’s transfer policy 
itself, revisited, Clements 
states unequivocally that it 
was only the first of many.

Clements is encouraging 
members of the communi-
ty, including parents, stu-
dents, and other concerned 
citizens, to write letters to 
Bratvold, expressing their 
concern over the transfers. 
Those letters can be given 
either to Clements himself, 
or to SRPSD trustee John 
McIvor.

Clements delivered six 
such letters to Bratvold 
personally at Friday’s 
meeting, and hopes that he 
will have even more in time 
for an upcoming SRPSD 
board meeting on Monday, 
April 8. There, community 
leaders will continue the 
community’s fight against 
the transfers.

The transfer of W.P Sandin High School teacher Nicole Philp has become a 
rallying point for the community, which is hopeful that it can convince the 
Saskatchewan Rivers Public School Division to revisit its policy for transfer-
ring rural  teachers.

Highway 55 Waste 
Management Corporation

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY
Highway 55 Waste Management Corporation invites applications for 
a permanent part-time Garbage Truck Operator. Excellent benefits 
package. The successful applicant must have a valid Class 3A driver’s 
license, be mechanically inclined and be able to carry out assigned 
duties without supervision and shall answer to the Landfill Operations 
Manager. Submit your resume including past experience, wages, and at 
least two references to:

Highway 55 Waste Management Corporation
Box 10
Canwood, Sask. S0J 0K0

Or
email: kenhwy55@live.ca

Wage rate will be based on experience and qualifications of successful 
applicant. All resumes are to be in the hands of the Operations Manager 
on or before 4:00 p.m., April 12, 2019. Only those contacted will be 
granted an interview.

Canwood & District Health 
Services Co-operative

Annual Meeting
WEDNESDAY, APRIL 10, 2019

Canwood Legion Hall
Supper 6:30 p.m. ~ Meeting to Follow

$10/person ~ Everyone Welcome!
***A resolution to have a review of the financial books instead of an 

audit will be voted on by the members present at this meeting!
Please come out and show your support for your community clinic.
If you have any questions please call Donna at 1-306-468-7040

Shellbrook Minor Sports 
AGM

Tuesday, April 9th – 7 pm
Shellbrook Elementary School Gym

We will be discussing the possible 
impact of the SHA Atom Hockey 

Proposal (2020/2021)

Visit the following link to view all of 
the proposed changes:

https://sha.sk.ca/news/memorandums/atom-hockey-
proposal-20202021

Tuesday, April 9
Shellbrook Elementary School Gym

DEBDEN: 454 ac. - 292 ac. tame grass, 135 ac. nat. grass, 26 ac. natural 
water, all qtrs. fenced/cross fenced, 2017 assess. 122,188/qtr.
DOMREMY: 905 cult. ac., 2017 assess. 298,052/qtr., 3,280 sq ft shop, 1536 
sq ft home.

LANE REALTY

76 Registered Sales in 2018!
To view full color feature sheets for all our CURRENT LISTINGS - visit our website at:

For all of your buying or selling needs contact
MORWENNA SUTTER -- 306-327-7129

LANE REALTY 
Saskatchewan’s Farm & Ranch Specialists™
WITH OVER 37 YEARS IN THE BUSINESS!

Ph: (306) 569-3380     Email: lanerealtycorp@sasktel.net

www.lanerealty.com

Lane Realty is a proud Sponsor of the 
Saskatchewan High School Rodeo Association!
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Report from the Legislature
Members of the Legisla-

tive Assembly have been 
debating the 2019-20 Pro-
vincial Budget – a respon-
sible and sustainable plan 
to balance the budget this 
year, and in the years to 
come. The debate, howev-
er, brought forward some 
questionable remarks from 
the NDP’s newest MLA who 
defended the former gov-
ernment’s closure of 176 
schools and 52 hospitals by 
saying, “Maybe those places 
should have been closed.” 
He even suggested that our 
protective services “don’t 
prevent crime”, they only 
respond to it.

While these comments 
are completely out of touch 
with Saskatchewan, per-
haps they shouldn’t come 
as a surprise from the same 
group of people who have 
supported the Trudeau car-
bon tax from the very begin-
ning. Your Saskatchewan 

Party MLAs are fighting 
the federal carbon tax and 
standing up for Saskatch-
ewan by putting forward 
and passing a budget that 
strikes the right balance 
between keeping taxes low 
and providing quality ser-
vices for our children, fami-
lies, and seniors; important 
investments in urban and 
rural Saskatchewan; and 

for building our economy 
and creating jobs.

One of the highlights in 
this year’s budget is our 
commitment to improv-
ing mental health services 
across the province. Fund-
ing for targeted mental 
health and addictions ini-
tiatives increases by nearly 
$30 million, representing 
the largest ever commit-
ment to mental health ser-
vices in Saskatchewan.

Another highlight is a 
$100,000 commitment to 
Legions and ANAVETS 
branches across Saskatche-
wan to assist the important 
work of supporting veterans 
and honouring the memory 
of our fallen heroes. Details 
on the program and ap-
plication process are being 
finalized with guidelines 
to be announced later this 
spring.

The new provincial bud-
get is the right balance to 

keep our province growing 
and our economy strong. 
I encourage you to visit 
saskatchewan.ca/budget 
to learn more about our 
balanced budget with no 
new taxes or tax increases; 
a budget that invests in 
health care, seniors, stu-
dents and classrooms, and 
vulnerable families; a bud-
get that’s focused on safety 

and investments in infra-
structure; and a budget that 
strikes the right balance for 
Saskatchewan.

The Government of Sas-
katchewan appreciates the 
commitment and sacrifices 
of Canadian Armed Forces 
veterans and will be offer-
ing hunting and angling 
licences at no cost to rec-
ognize their contributions. 
The new initiative applies 
to veterans who were hon-
ourably discharged from 
the Armed Forces and is 
available to Saskatchewan 
and Canadian resident vet-
erans. More information on 
this opportunity, including 
eligibility requirements and 
how to apply, can be found 
at saskatchewan.ca or by 
calling the Ministry of En-
vironment Inquiry Centre 
at 1-800-567-4224.

Melting snow and rising 
temperatures give us reason 
to believe we’ve put a long 

and cold winter behind us. It 
also means it’s time to start 
planning for recreation and 
relaxation in Saskatchewan 
Provincial Parks. Campsite 
reservations for the 2019 
season begin Tuesday, April 
2 at 7:00 a.m. with season-
al bookings. Reservations 
open at 7:00 a.m. on April 
4 for group camping sites, 
and April 8 to 18 for nightly 
sites.

Due to high demand for 
these sites, a queuing sys-
tem will be used to ensure 
a fair process. For a smooth 
booking process, campers 
are urged to create a new 
account and become fa-
miliar with the new system 
prior to reservations open-
ing. All reservation infor-
mation, including tutorials 
for creating a new account, 
are available at saskparks.
com by clicking “Important 
2019 Camping and Reserva-
tion Info”.

HON. SCOTT MOE, 
PREMIER

~
MLA for Rosthern -

 Shellbrook
Toll Free: 

1-855-793-3422
scottmoe.mla@sasktel.net

NADINE 
WILSON 

 MLA
~

 Saskatchewan 
Rivers

Toll Free: 
1-888-763-0615

saskrivers@sasktel.net

The Shellbrook Housing Authority is seeking 

MAINTENANCE AND GROUNDSKEEPING 
CONTRACTORS

Reporting to the Manager, these contract positions are 
responsible for the maintenance of the buildings and 
grounds of the Shellbrook Housing Authority. Contractors 
are invited to bid on either or both opportunities and 
expected to provide their own tools and equipment 
including a vehicle and cell phone.

Maintenance Contract duties include: ensuring the 
exterior and interior of all buildings are kept in a state of 
good repair; ensuring timely attention to maintenance 
issues (light �xtures and lighting in good working order, 
replacing, �xing, correcting all building components); 
performing minor plumbing repairs (unplug toilets, 
changing taps) and minor carpentry repairs; conducting 
routine inspections (boilers, �re extinguishers and crawl 
spaces); acting as a contact person for the housing 
authority (tenants, service personnel and trades); and 
ensuring capital assets are maintained in good repair and 
operated in an ef�cient, effective manner.

Grounds-keeping Contract duties include: snow and 
ice removal from all public entrances, parking lots and 
sidewalks within 48 hours of snowfall; maintaining lawns, 
shrubs, �owerbeds and garden areas during the entire 
growing season -- fertilizing, watering, weeding and 
edging/cutting lawns not in excess of 1.75 inches.  The 
general appearance of all grounds, parking and outdoor 
storage and trash collection areas must be neat, well-kept 
and free of garbage/litter at all times. This work is limited 
to Heritage and Homestead Lodges and any unoccupied 
rental units.  

Prospective Contractors are invited to quote and supply 
resume outlining experience and quali�cations by April 
10, 2018 to:

Shellbrook Housing Authority
Donna Skauge, Chair
Box 711, Shellbrook

Or email to: cddskauge@skyvelocity.com
306.714.7360

NOTICE OF PREPARATION 
OF ASSESSMENT ROLL

Village of Parkside

Notice is hereby given that the assessment roll for 
the Village of Parkside for the year of 2019 has been 
prepared and is open to inspection in the o�ce of the 
assessor from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. on the following days: 
Tuesdays, April 9, 2019 to May 8, 2019.

A bylaw pursuant to section 214 of �e Municipalities 
Act has been passed and the assessment notices have 
been sent as required.

Any person who wishes to appeal against her or her 
assessment is required to �le his or her notice of 
appeal with: �e Assessor, Village of Parkside, Box 48, 
Parkside, Sask. S0J 2A0, by the 8th day of May, 2019.

Dated this 4th day of April, 2019
Assessor Gwen Olson

THE NORTHERN HAMLET OF DORE LAKE
BOX 608, BIG RIVER, SASK.  S0J 0E0

MAINTENANCE MAN
FOR THE

Northern Hamlet Of Dore Lake
DEADLINE   APRIL 15, 2019

�e Hamlet requires a MAINTENANCE MAN on a FULL-TIME BASIS
COMMENCE DATE - MAY 6, 2019

RATE OF PAY - NEGOTIABLE (Experience & quali�cations)
Job Description:    General town maintenance, grass cutting, sewer pumpouts.
              Able to operate and service equipment.
              Available to work with Water Treatment Plant Operator   
                            and able to obtain certi�cations. Training will be paid by  
              the Hamlet.
              Available to work alternate weekends at the Water 
              Treatment Plant with current Water Operator.
              Must have a valid Driver’s License.
              Able to work under supervision.
              Applicant must be trustworthy and reliable.

Please state references:
DEADLINE FOR APPLICATIONS: APRIL 15, 2019

Apply by mail or dropping resumes at the Hamlet O�ce with Clerk
Hilda McKay

EMPLOYER IS THE NORTHERN HAMLET OF DORE LAKE
Box 608

Big River, Sask.
S0J 0E0

FAX (306) 832-4525
PHONE (306) 832-4528

Federal carbon tax arrives in Saskatchewan
No, it wasn't a bad April fool's joke. 
As of April 1, the federal government's carbon tax is now 

in effect in Saskatchewan, bringing with it higher prices at 
the pumps, higher home heating costs, and, very likely, other 
additional expenses for the province's residents.

Predictably, the arrival of the controversial "price on pol-
lution" was met with criticism from the Saskatchewan Party, 
as well as an announcement. 

In a press release issued Monday morning, the govern-
ment announced that it would not charge provincial sales 
tax (PST) on the federal government's carbon tax on Sask-
Power and SaskEnergy utility bills. It also lambasted the 
federal government for charging the Goods and Services 
Tax (GST) on top of the carbon tax, calling it "a tax on a tax."

“Even as our government is fighting this harmful tax in 
court, the federal government is imposing their carbon tax 
on Saskatchewan families, communities, and businesses,” 
Premier Scott Moe said in a statement.  “While the federal 
government is making you pay GST on top of this tax start-
ing today, our government has ensured that you will not be 
paying PST on the federal carbon tax.”

As of Monday's implementation of the carbon tax, the 
price per litre of gasoline was anticipated to climb by 4.6 
cents. Meanwhile, the cost per litre of diesel was projected to 
climb by 5.5 cents, and the price per cubic metre of natural 

gas was expected to rise by 3.9 cents.
While the true impact of the carbon tax, both in terms 

of carbon emission reductions and cost of living increases, 
won't be known until the carbon tax has had more time to 
send ripples through the economy, there remains a deep di-
vide about what it will accomplish in the long-run.

On the one hand, its proponents argue that the increased 
cost to fuel up will spur people to choose more fuel efficient 
vehicles, change up their commutes, or complete environ-
mentally friendly retrofits of their homes.

Opponents of the carbon tax, however, contend that it 
will make life more difficult for most Saskatchewan families 
without having an appreciable impact on overall emissions. 
Most goods, after all, travel by truck, and trucking compa-
nies will have to pass their increased costs onto businesses, 
who will then pass on the additional costs to consumers.

“This is another example of the federal government mak-
ing it more difficult for Saskatchewan businesses to be com-
petitive,” Finance Minister Donna Harpauer said in a state-
ment.  “Our government has been clear in its court challenge 

that we believe the imposition of the federal carbon tax is a 
violation of the Constitution and has no place in Saskatch-
ewan.”

In February, the Government of Saskatchewan presented 
its position to the court of appeal that the imposition of a 
carbon tax is unconstitutional. It is still waiting for the court 
to rule.  

While it waits for that ruling, the government has vowed 
to continue to act on its made-in Saskatchewan Prairie Re-
silience climate change strategy, which it calls “an effective 
plan to help our province address climate change.”
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OPINIONOPINION
“Blast from the past”
I came across an old column from exactly fifteen years ago that 

I thought might be worthy of a second look.  Call it a Blast From 
the Past, if we’re allowed to use that expression.

OK then, from April 5, 2004:
There’s no point thinking we’ve seen everything, because, as 

sure as heck, as soon as we think we have, something is sure to 
come along and fold the envelope back.

Oh, am I not supposed to use that expression?
I ask because the powers-that-be have just released their re-

port on the most over-used expressions and I think moving the 
envelope back was one of them.  Of course, it wasn’t near the top 
of the list.  That was reserved for “at the end of the day”, which, 
presumably, was used when things were all over.

Second on the list was “at this moment in time”, which is only 
slightly different than the old “at this point in time” which topped 

the list some time ago, like maybe last 
year.  It always did seem like a verbose 
way to say “now”.

When you think about it, “at the end of 
the day” probably replaced “when all is 
said and done” when someone realized 
that “when all is said and done” was itself 
overused.

To make that realization, one would 
have to “think outside the box”, which, if 
it hasn’t been on the list yet, is probably 
due to be.

What isn’t clear to anyone is when an 
expression passes from being fresh and 
original to ordinary and humdrum to 
downright offensive in its overuse.

Who gets to decide?
I guess in the long run, at the end of the day, if you want to stay 

away from the wailing sirens of the Language police, you’ll avoid 
these and other clichés like the plague.

But that isn’t what we started out to talk about.
Very recently, a news report showed up telling us that the elk in 

Waskesiu are going to be trained to be afraid of humans.
That isn’t our usual perception of elk and other wild animals, 

but the truth of the matter is (is that a cliché?) many wild animals 
have become so used to humans that they become a nuisance, 
and an unpredictable nuisance at that.

What is easily forgotten in all this is the fact that elk, deer and 
other animals are not tame animals; they are merely acclimated 
to humans.  Try getting between Momma elk and Baby elk and 
see if you have built up a mutual trust and respect with the beast.

So, to solve the problem, we’re going to make a pile of noise 
using bangers and those other things the Conservation Officers 
use – and let’s hope that after the budget fallout settles down we 
still have some of those guys left.  Maybe we’ll have the guys, but 
no equipment, except for a few pairs of those thundersticks that 
are all the rage at sporting events and political conventions.

You know what we’re talking about.  They make a heck of a 
lot more noise than mere applause.  They are the perfect accou-
trement in our North American culture, where silence is to be 
feared – and, avoided like the plague – at any large gathering.

Go to a hockey or basketball game, every stoppage in play re-
sults in a barrage of loud music – good stuff, some of it – that 
makes you wonder if the coach is able to tell his players anything 
over the din.  Cotton-eyed Joe, be damned.

Noise and unruly fan behavior have reared their ugly heads (is 
that a cliché?) at curling matches and golf tournaments, as well.

Invariably, someone is right there to yell “you da man” just as 
a player makes contact with his golf ball – and sometimes even 
before. Such is the need for the yahoo to be the one to be visibly 
and audibly noticed by everyone in the area and out there in TV 
land that the need for decorum can be damned.

Like, who cares!  Behave!
I swear, some people just aren’t happy unless they wrap them-

selves in a blanket of stupid.
Pardon me for seeming so cranky.  It’s the end of the day and at 

this point in time, I’ve fallen outside the box.

DAVE 
HYNDMAN

~
Columnist

It goes without saying that the past few years have 
been tough for oil workers in the prairies. 

Not only have thousands of them lost their jobs 
due to forces that are entirely beyond their control, 
they’ve also been abandoned to their fates by a fed-
eral government that doesn’t seem to understand 
their importance to Canada’s economic wellbeing – 
or, worse, that is only willing to go to bat for workers 
who live in ridings where it can win votes.

Still, in the professional world, it’s hard to argue 
that anyone has it worse than teachers.

In Ontario, the Conservative government of Pre-
mier Doug Ford is waging a war against the prov-
ince’s teachers – and by association its students 
– that could see the elimination of all-day Kinder-
garten, increased class sizes, and, likely, even more 
cuts to come down the road.

In B.C., meanwhile, the situation has apparently gotten so bad 
for teachers that the province now finds itself facing hundreds of 
teaching vacancies (and it isn’t the only province or territory in 
that situation).

Indeed, it seems that, regardless of what province they choose 
to work in, teachers can always count on provincial govern-
ments to not fully appreciate them. And, when they aren’t being 
knocked around by the government of the day, they can always 
expect to take a beating from the general public.

They’re called lazy, underqualified, overpaid, or worse. 
They’re accused of having some nefarious secret agenda to 

brainwash and indoctrinate our children, and transform them 
into Starbucks latte-sipping, ivory tower-dwelling, progressive 
elitists. 

And, when the usual insults don’t suffice, there’s always that 
old joke about teachers, that “those who can do, and those who 
can’t teach.”

Never mind that many of us couldn’t imagine a worse incarna-
tion of hell than being stuck in a classroom with 20 to 30 chil-
dren who would, literally, rather be anywhere else in the world. 

Never mind that teachers must endure verbal, and sometimes 
physical, abuse from those same children, and, most of the time, 
can do nothing about it.

Never mind the countless hours that teachers spend outside 
the classroom, devising lesson plans, grading assignments and 
tests, running extracurricular activities, and volunteering their 
time elsewhere within their communities.

Here in Shellbrook, at least, we seem to understand and appre-
ciate what it means to be a teacher. We understand that nearly 
every person in our community is an integral part of the fabric of 

our community, and that the loss of even one person 
is a profound loss for all of us.

Finally, we understand that we need to fight, tooth 
and nail, for what we have, if our community is to 
remain vibrant and viable for generations to come.

Unfortunately, though, this understanding isn’t 
shared by the Saskatchewan Rivers Public School 
Division (SRPSD), which has so callously decided to 
transfer four Shellbrook teachers to different schools 
against their wishes – including two who are being 
moved to schools in different communities.

It’s easy to understand why the SRPSD, being lo-
cated in an urban centre, doesn’t quite get that a small 
town teacher’s experience might differ from that of 
a teacher in Prince Albert, where a school transfer 
means little more than a change in commute.

Small communities like Shellbrook have had countless oppor-
tunities to learn that large governing bodies, and even provin-
cial and federal governments, seem to think that they can paint 
small towns with the same brush as cities.

But what’s not acceptable, or understandable, is the SRPSD ig-
noring its own policy for transferring teachers, by failing to prop-
erly consult with them before implementing the transfer. 

In the same policy that governs the SRPSD’s transfer deci-
sions, one of the first lines states that “The Division believes in 
providing a working climate that fosters high morale.”

Transferring teachers, against their wishes and without con-
sultation, from the small towns in which they have chosen to live, 
work, raise their families and contribute to their community, 
is not the way to foster high morale. Nor is it the way to create 
strong schools and strong communities.

True, there are circumstances in which a transfer might be 
necessary, and the SRPSD is within its rights to transfer teachers 
when said need arises. 

But, as others in our community have stated eloquently and 
passionately over the past two weeks, the SRPSD should take 
into account the wishes of the affected teachers as well as the 
broader implications for the affected school and community, and 
consider that above and beyond its primary objective of transfer-
ring a body to fill a teaching gap.

For a small town like Shellbrook, losing a teacher is more than 
just losing a teacher. As leaders from our community continue 
to make the community’s case to SRPSD board members, one 
hopes that they can be made to see their mistakes, and that they 
will have the courage to rectify them.

But even if they don’t, we will continue to fight for our own. 
No matter how long it takes.

Some folks just don’t get small towns

JORDAN

TWISS

~
News Editor
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China Canola crisis requires co-operative approach
You’ve likely read 

this in this space be-
fore, but it sure bears 
repeating right now: 
a commodity trading 
province like ours is 
often at the mercy of 
world politics.

It’s easy to get caught 
up in local, provincial 
or even national poli-
tics, thinking that it’s 
the only thing that’s 
important.

But China’s sanction 
against Western Cana-
dian canola now serves 
as prime example of 
how we need to under-
stand how the world 
stage can directly and 
severely impact us 
right down on the farm 
in Saskatchewan.

But we need to learn 
something else, if we 
are to effectively han-
dle this event.

We need to under-
stand political differ-
ences have to be put 
aside in order to devel-
op the most reasoned 

and effective strategy 
to deal with issues.

More local bickering 
isn’t helpful.

After restricting the 
purchase of canola 
from Canada’s largest 
grain company, Rich-
ardson International, 
China moved last week 
to ban canola exports 
from all Canadian ex-
porters, according to 
the Canadian Canola 
Council of Canada.

China cited the pres-
ence of “hazardous 
pests” in its decision 
to stop purchasing 
from Richardson. No 
tests confirmed the 
presence of any pests, 
fuelling long-held sus-
picions that this about 
something very differ-
ent.

“We have been seeing 
this develop over a pe-
riod of time as opposed 
to the decision that was 
made earlier in China 
to impose a restriction 
on one company,” Jim 

Everson, the Canadian 
Council’s president, 
told the Western Pro-
ducer.

Many believe that 
this is directly relat-
ed to the detention of 
Huawei chief financial 
officer Meng Wanzhou, 
who was detained in 
Vancouver in January 
at the request of the 
United States.

Currently, China buys 
40 per cent of Canada’s 
canola seed and oil 
and meal exports – a 
massive $3.6 billion 
in 2018 in the Western 

Canadian economy.
However, an impor-

tant question remains: 
Just what it is the best 
way to address it?

Unhelpful would be 
to localize this inter-
national political fight 
by making it all  about 
Prime Minister Justin 
Trudeau and the other 
failings of his federal 
Liberal government.

So far, that’s exactly 
what the Saskatchewan 
Party has avoided do-
ing.

 “There’s going to be a 
point where the prime 
minister is going to be 
need to be directly en-
gaged,” said Trade and 
Export Development 
Jeremy Harrison told 
reporters last week. 

“Right now, we’re go-
ing to be working with 
the national govern-
ment to try and find a 
resolution because this 
is such an important 
economic issue for our 
province.”

For a dyed-in-the-
wool partisan like Har-
rison, a bipartisan, 
m u l t i - g o v e r n m e n t -
level co-operative ap-
proach isn’t easy.

Nor is working close-
ly with federal Trudeau 
government appealing 
to a lot of Western Ca-
nadian farmer. 

It may seem, easier 
to fall into line with 
federal Conservative 
leader Andrew Scheer, 
and just add the Chi-
na canola crisis to 
Trudeau’s ever-grow-
ing list of failings.

But even if the canola 
mess could be strictly 
blamed on Trudeau 
– which, in this case, 
it really can’t – this 
would be an unproduc-
tive approach.

Because of this, Sas-
katchewan Premier 
Scott Moe also rec-
ognized the need to 
sheath his sword last 
week, and have what 
seemed to be a produc-

tive strategic telephone 
conversation with the 
Prime Minister on the 
matter.

“I have every reason 
to believe he is taking 
this seriously,” Moe 
said of Trudeau.

Like Harrison and 
Everson, Moe agreed 
the emphasis right now 
has to be on high-level, 
nation-to-nation talks 
and demonstrated re-
search science to de-
bunk Chinese allega-
tions about Canadian 
canola safety.

As Harrison put it: 
“We’re going to be 

supportive of efforts 
they make, but we 
think that they do need 
to be engaged at the 
diplomatic and politi-
cal level on this, and 
continuing to engage 
at the scientific level as 
well,” he said.

Really, it’s what we 
should do if we are se-
rious about resolving 
this mess.

VIEWPOINTVIEWPOINT

MURRAY

MANDRYK

~

YOUR TWO CENTS~

Dear editor,
Because of a deep affection for parliamentary de-

mocracies, and equal respect for committed legis-
lators, I used to take high school students to the 
“Leg” in Regina. That was decades ago, when I ran 
United Nations seminars in Sask.

Students were startled by antics such as heck-
ling, name calling, and hostile antics.

It had not changed.
Later, I was privileged to talk to you “young 

bloods” to Ottawa to view parliament at its best. 
My wards were dismayed to observe collegial dis-
respect at its finest as they witnessed pretentious 
playacting, shouting, and worse. One of my stu-
dents asked me, “They get paid for this, Mr. Re-
bin?”

Hardly the stuff of role models.
Even later, I took a long shot and, with my wife, 

Delva, led a contingent of Saskatchewan scholars 
to the United Nations itself. Seated in the general 
assembly as “guests”, we witnessed partisanship at 
its worst. Our students call the experience “scary”.

As we struggle for peace in a war-torn world, it 
doesn’t hurt to remind those privileged to be in 
elected office that our bright lights are looking to 
us for leadership.

It can start here – and well it should.
Norm Rebin, 
Blaine Lake, Sask.

Absolute need for 
role models
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Valerie Priestley has been reappointed 
to the Leask Housing Authority Board 
of Directors. Other members of the 
board of directors are Jennifer Kreese, 
Tracy Henderson, Irene Cyr and Diane 
Harris. Priestley is chairperson.  

The Leask Housing Authority is a 
community-based organization that 
provides daily management of 22 hous-
ing units constructed and operated 

under the terms of a federal provincial 
municipal cost sharing agreement. 

Social Services Minister, Paul Merri-
man, paid tribute to the volunteers who 
manage the social housing projects in 
their community.  “This local hands-on 
approach ensures that the Saskatch-
ewan Housing Corporation responds 
effectively to the needs of each commu-
nity.”

Saskatchewan has a 
network of 260 housing 
authorities and more than 
1,400 volunteer members 
who assist with manage-
ment of housing units 
throughout the province 
for seniors, low income 
families and persons with 
disabilities. 

Persons interested in 
volunteering to serve on 
the board of directors for 
the Leask Housing Au-
thority are encouraged 
to contact the mayor of 
Leask.  A local nominat-
ing committee recom-
mends board members.

Applications for accom-
modation are available 
from the manager of the 
Leask Housing Authority.
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Phase two of Shellbrook rink renovations begins

With the spring thaw 
officially on, work on 
phase two of the Shell-
brook Recreation Proj-
ect Steering Commit-
tee’s renovations to the 
Shellbrook Recreation 
Complex is underway.

Steering Committee 
project manager Amund 
Otterson says the hard 
physical labour of re-

moving the glass and 
demolishing the boards 
began in earnest last 
Tuesday evening, with 
members the Parkside 
Community Club volun-
teering their time.

In return for its vol-
unteerism, the Parkside 
Community Club will 
be allowed to repurpose 
the old boards for the 

outdoor rink in its com-
munity.  

“They’ve put us ahead 
of schedule, really,” Ot-
terson said. “The volun-
teers have been great.”

Of course, with the 
Shellbrook Recreation 
Complex being a com-
munity facility, and the 
renovation project be-
ing a community proj-

ect, the Parkside Com-
munity Club wasn’t the 
only organization to 
lend a hand over the last 
week.

Members of the Shell-
brook Kinsmen have 
also volunteered their 
time, as have members 
of the Shellbrook Pente-
costal Assembly, and a 
handful of others. 

The town of Shell-
brook has also gotten 
behind the project, giv-
ing the committee two 
employees to assist with 
the work, and Otterson 
says the Steering Com-
mittee has another per-
son in its employ, who 
is helping with the dis-
mantling of wood com-
ponents, such as fram-
ing and decking.

Volunteer equipment 
has also been available 
to the Steering Commit-

tee, with Livewire Elec-
tric, Roland Riel, and 
Jeff Ledding stepping 
up to the plate.

With the demolition 
work started on Tues-
day, more volunteers 
returned Thursday eve-
ning to extract and haul 
away the boards. And, 
now that that’s out of 
the way, Otterson says 
the next step is to begin 
work on demolishing 
the rink’s floor surface.

“The brine solution 
has been removed from 
the refrigeration so that 
we can cut up the floor,” 
he said, adding that 
this work would begin 
“experimentally” this 
week, given the workers’ 
relative inexperience 
with removing large 
amounts of concrete.

On the funding side, 
there’s more good news 

for the Steering Com-
mittee. Just a few short 
days after it received 
a $70,000 from the 
Hockey Day in Shell-
brook Committee, the 
first disbursement of 
$300,000 from the 
Federation of Canadian 
Municipa l it ies(FCM) 
has come through.

That $300,000 is part 
of the larger $750,000 
grant awarded to the 
Steering Committee 
through FCM’s Mu-
nicipalities for Climate 
Innovation Program, 
which awards money 
to projects that achieve 
certain emission reduc-
tion targets.

For the Steering Com-
mittee, the arrival of 
the first disbursement 
marks a welcome end to 
more than a year of ne-
gotiations with FCM.

The boards at the Shellbrook Recreation Complex have been dismantled and 
removed, and work to remove the floor is expected to begin this week, as 
phase two of the Steering Committee’s renovations gets underway.

19041AA1 
19041AA2

Prince Albert, the North, Shell-
brook, & More...
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Aeration Fan & Dryer Servicing with ON-SITE Repairs!

Serving Prince Albert & Area Since 1956
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Leask Housing Authority
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Modern lawn care wastes precious resources
Recently there was 

an interesting post on 
one of the social media 
outlets many of us visit 
about the common home 
lawn, and why we have 
them.

I reposted the item, but 
the next day it was gone, 
which may mean the ac-
creditation was incor-
rect. But the basic gist 
was something that was 
worth some thought.

The meme questioned 
why we work so hard 
to maintain a non-na-

tive grass lawn that is a 
monoculture, (the cul-
tivation of a single crop 
in a given area), and use 
a significant amount of 
fertilizers, herbicides 
and pesticides in the 
process? I might also add 
the question about the 
amount of water poured 
onto lawns just in Can-
ada in a year, let alone 
worldwide.

Certainly the idea of 
pesticide use is one we 
need to consider for 
something non-essential 

like a lawn, when we are 
increasingly aware of the 
importance on bees in 
pollinating food crops.

Moving forward, it is 
rather obvious water is 
going to become a re-
source we will need to 
manage better, in par-
ticular potable water. It 
stands to reason lawns 
will need to be a long way 
down the allowable us-
age – some might argue 
the outright wastage – of 
our water resource.

So why do we spend so 
much time and resources 
to the grass in our front 
yard, a space we rarely 
use for more than look-
ing at?

A little Internet search 
and I found this at www.
todayifoundout.com

“Turns out, the grass 
lawn is a status symbol 
has its origins in Europe-
an aristocracy. The very 
first lawns were grassy 
fields that surrounded 
English and French cas-
tles. Castle grounds had 

to be kept clear of trees 
so that the soldiers pro-
tecting them had a clear 
view of their surround-
ings. It wouldn’t do for 
enemies to be able to 
sneak up on the castle 
through the forest.

“It is believed that such 
lawns were deliberately 
cultivated around Eng-
lish and French castles 
starting in the 16th 
century. However, it’s 
thought that chamo-
mile and thyme were 
commonly used at this 
point for these deliberate 
lawns, instead of grass. 
Both are great alterna-
tives that require less 
maintenance than tradi-
tional turf grass.”

The same site also 
noted; “a man named 
Frederick Law Olm-
stead, the “father of 
American landscape de-
sign”—who you might 

know as the man who 
designed Central Park 
in New York—was also 
designing suburbs where 
each house had its own 
little lawn. This further 
popularized the idea that 
houses should have grass 
lawns.”

So the lawn had a his-
toric basis. But today it 
is something that is cul-
turally ingrained, having 
little more than an aes-
thetic reason for exist-
ing. It is not unusual for 
people to follow societal 
influences from buying 
diamonds rings at en-
gagement, to celebrating 
a made up holiday such 
as Valentine’s Day, but in 
the case of lawns the use 
of the water resource and 
application of chemicals 
makes it a questionable 
practice, especially as 
society questions how 
farmers grow their crops.

CALVIN

DANIELS

~

Calvin 
Daniels

On Agriculture

AGRICULTUREAGRICULTURE

Tuesday, April 9, 2019
Regular Sale 9:30 a.m.

All Breeds Presort Internet Sale 12:00 p.m.

Producers wishing to market cattle prior 
to sale day please contact the 

office 306-763-8463 for delivery.

FEEDER FINANCE PROGRAM AVAILABLE - Please contact Glen 

To consign cattle or 
for on-farm appraisals 
please contact Brent, 

Glen, Boyd or Frederick

PRINCE ALBERT LIVESTOCK SALES

Your independently owned & operated livestock marketing 
facility - working with the producers’ best interest in mindteam

www.teamauctionsales.com

the electronic auction market

 Brent 306-240-5340 •  Glen 306-960-4732 •  Boyd 306-841-7998 •  Frederick 306-227-9505  
 Office 306-763-8463 ~ Fax 306-763-4620  

For market info visit: www.northernlivestocksales.ca 

A division of Northern Livestock Sales

19041FF0

Ladies’ Healthcare Auxiliary 
meeting highlights

Submitted by Norma Dahl,
Healthcare Auxiliary president
The Ladies’ Healthcare Auxiliary held 

its March meeting with a noon lun-
cheon. Six members and one guest were 
present.

New business was to elect a new sec-
retary, and Mary Stieb was elected.

The Auxiliary also discussed a memo-
rial donation from Auxiliary member 
Norma G. It was decided that the Aux-
iliary would purchase a park bench in 
her memory, and place it at the nursing 
home.

Trina Chamberlain, recreation co-

ordinator for the nursing home, gave a 
short talk on new rules for food prepa-
ration, and also on Volunteering – “A 
Lesson Well Learned”.

On behalf of the Auxiliary, we pre-
sented Beulah N. with a gift for her 
many years as a member, and also as 
dedicated volunteer.

Also, Trina presented Beulah with 
cards done by the elders of the nursing 
home.

Beulah is moving to Alberta to make 
her new home.

The afternoon was spent visiting and 
saying “good-bye” to a wonderful friend.
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Studio 747 dancers garner accolades in competition

For the young danc-
ers of Studio 747, March 
and April mean only one 
thing: competition, com-
petition, and more com-
petition.

The dancers, who were 
last seen showcasing 
their talent and perfect-

ing their routines for an 
appreciative audience at 
Studio 747’s second an-
nual mini showcase, had 
a busy March, including 
showings at three compe-
titions.

First, the studio repre-
sented the community at 

the Prince Albert Dance 
Blast (March 7 to 10), 
then it travelled to the 
Maximum Elite Eleva-
tion Tour in Saskatoon 
(March 16 and 17), and, 
after that, it went to the 
Prince Albert Festival of 
Dance (March 27 to 31).

Though the Chronicle 
has yet to obtain results 
from those last two com-
petitions, the Dance Blast 
results are in, and Studio 
747 certainly did its com-
munity proud.

All told, 23 of the stu-
dio’s routines, ranging 
across all age and dance 
categories and including 
solo numbers, duets, and 
small and large group 
dances, earned “Most 
Outstanding” awards. 

Those solo numbers 
earned prizes of $25 
apiece, while duos were 
worth $25 per dancer, 
and small and large 
groups earned $100 and 
$200, respectively.

In other accolades, Jer-
sey LaMotte earned a 
“Most promising” award 
for her jazz solo (and 
$25), and two of the stu-
dio’s routines won group 
awards in the age 15-and-
up category (and $100 
apiece).

Dance Blast also saw 
scholarships given to a 
handful of Studio 747 
dancers. 

Jersey LaMotte earned 
the ALIST Scholarship 
for her jazz solo, Teanne 
Couture received the 
Pure Dance Scholar-
ship, Madeline Grenier 
brought home the CDTA 
Partial Scholarship, and 
Haiden Sanchez’s hip hop 
solo earned him the Em-
power Scholarship.

Lastly, looking at the 
studio’s scores, 11 rou-
tines received platinum 
accolades (meaning they 
earned scores of 95 or 
higher). No less impres-
sive, 28 routines received 
gold accolades (meaning 
they earned scores rang-
ing between 85 and 94). 

For this, and for the 
dancers’ performances 
at other competitions, 
Studio 747 owner Kelly 
Woodley says he couldn’t 
be prouder.

“It has been an phe-
nomenal experience to 
watch all their hard work 
come to life on stage,” he 
said. 

“Each dancer has per-
formed their best, and 
have left it all on the stage. 
I am blessed to work with 
such a talented, support-
ive, and humble team of 
young dancers.” 

With three competi-
tions down, the dancers 
of Studio 747 have two 
more left on their busy 
schedules.

First up is the Onstage 
Dance Festival in Hum-
boldt from April 11 to 14. 
That’s followed by the 
Battlefords Dance Festi-
val from April 23 to 27.

Once that’s all said and 
done, Studio 747 will end 
its season with its annu-
al year-end recital. The 
two-day performance 
will run Friday, May 3 
at 7 p.m., and Saturday, 
May 4 at 2 p.m.

A real show-stopper at Studio 747’s mini showcase in March, Haiden Sanchez 
and Teanne Couture’s hip hop duet was a big hit with Prince Albert Dance 
Blast judges, earning a “most outstanding” accolade and a platinum grade.
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373 Acres, fully fenced pastureland, 40 cultivated acres, shop, barn, quonset – full set up ready for you! 1136 sq. ft. bungalow featuring 
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Bantam Elks cap off season with league title
It wasn't a perfect season for the Ban-

tam Shellbrook Elks, but the team man-
aged to finish strong, nonetheless, by 
topping the Prince Albert Storm two 
games to none in the Saskatchewan Val-
ley Minor Hockey League finals to be-
come the 2018-2019 league champions. 

After racking up a 17-1 record over 
the course of the regular season (good 
enough to top the league standings), the 
Bantam Elks made it to the league finals 
by sweeping the Highway 41 Defenders, 
and then Prince Albert Cyclones in the 
first and second round of the postsea-
son, respectively.

This set them up with the PA Storm, 
who earned a 12-5-1 regular season re-
cord and finished second in the league 
standings.

To their credit, The Storm made the 
Elks work for the league championship 
by keeping them to only 5 goals over 
the course of two games. However, they 
couldn't seem to get on the board, drop-
ping game one in Shellbrook 1-0, and 
game two in Prince Albert by a score of 
4-0.

In that game one match up, the Elks' 
only offensive highlight came early in 
the first period, courtesy of a goal by 
Torr Gosselin and an assist by Braidan 
Onishenko.

Despite taking five penalties through-
out the third period, the Storm man-
aged to keep the Elks from extending 
their lead late in the game. However, 
that lone Elks goal from the opening 
minutes of the game would prove to be 
more than enough, thanks to a solid 
outing between the pipes from Shell-
brook netminder Carson Ledding.

Ledding's play would be just as strong 
in game two of the best-of-three series, 
allowing the Elks to jump out to a 1-0 
lead in the last couple minutes of the 
opening frame. Jase Martin scored the 
game opener (and game winner), on an 
assist from Ben Lafond.

With the PA Storm on the ropes, the 
Elks would step on the gas in the second 
frame, rattling off three goals to push 
the score to 4-0.

Onishenko struck first, scoring an 
unassisted marker four minutes into 

the period, and Gosselin would follow 
up just after the midway point of the 
frame. Moe Norsten and Devin Benja-
min earned assists on the play.

Filling in the Shellbrook scorecard, 
Dawson Horner tallied the final Elks 
goal of the season, earning assists from 
Onishenko and Gosselin on the play.

"It was an honour coaching these boys 
they were a very talented group," said 
team coach Lauren Cromartie. 

"We battled through a lot of adversity 
this year, so it was nice to see them give 
it their all at the end, and finish off the 
year with a league championship. It was 
well deserved."

The Bantam Shellbrook Elks, the 2018-2019 Saskatchewan Valley Minor 
Hockey League champions.



The internet is an incredible social and educa-
tional tool.  However, Spiritwood RCMP would like 
to remind parents and family members of the need 
to take a proactive approach to protect children 
from online sexual exploitations. 

Within the last few years, there has been an in-
crease in the number of reported cases involving 
youth in self/peer exploitation. 

In most instances, online conversations start off 
as what appear to be friendly conversation and can 
then quickly progress to sexual conversations. 

Teens may initially feel f lattered and curious 
about these conversations and think it is harmless. 
However, some teens can be tricked into thinking 
they are actually in an online relationship with the 
other person. 

What you can do:
As parents and family members, it is important 

to have conversations with your children about the 
risks associated to social media and technology.

•  Talk to them about what programs and sites 
they are using, and why they are using them.

•  Become familiar with the apps that they use, 
and that come pre-installed on their phones. 

•  Monitor the amount of time they spend on the 
internet.

•  Consider parental controls that limit access to 
certain apps and internet sites.  

•  Edit privacy settings to restrict access to ac-
counts your children use.

•  Have them use the internet in an open space 
such as the kitchen or living room where you can 
observe what is going on.

•  Discuss with them the risks of chatting with 
people online that they don’t personally know.

•  Tell them that people don’t always tell the truth 
and may not be who they say that they are online.

•  Reassure them that you are always there to 

help, even in a tough situation, and they should 
never listen to someone telling them not to tell 
their parents.

•  Explain to them that live-streaming can be re-
corded, and that pictures stay in cyber space even 
once they think they have deleted them.  Pictures 
and videos can be forwarded over and over again. 

For more information, please visit the following 
resources:

http://www.rcmp-grc.gc.ca/is-si/index-eng.htm
https://www.getcybersafe.gc.ca/index-eng.aspx
www.cybertip.ca
www.needhelpnow.ca
If you or someone you know has been a victim of 

a cybercrime, please contact your local police ser-
vice or RCMP detachment. 
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Winter and spring activities at Canwood Library

Crafters showcase 
their artistry

A “show and tell” at 
Wapiti’s Canwood Li-
brary Branch on Craft-
er’s Choice Tuesday, 
March 26 at 10 a.m., 
had a number of talent-
ed grafters displaying 
their artistry.

A Scandinavia 
afternoon

A well attended af-

ternoon of tea, coffee, 
curated snacks, books, 
and materials celebrat-
ing Scandinavia was en-
joyed by library mem-
bers and visitors on 
Wednesday, March 27, 
beginning at 2 p.m.

We were especially 
honoured to welcome a 
99-year-old guest, plus 
one gentleman who was 
born in and lived in 

Denmark many years 
ago.

Displays depicting 
Denmark, Finland, 
Norway and Sweden 
were viewed, followed 
by visiting and discus-
sion of trips to Scandi-
navian countries.

Snack time gave op-
portunity for the tast-
ing of pickled herring, 
lefse, f latbread, rice 

meal, fresh-baked bulla 
(bubble) bread, Danish 
apple cake, pepperkaka 
and more.

Two fundraiser draws 
were made.

First, Lila Olson do-
nated her original 
framed painting, and 
Mary Adrian was the 
lucky winner.

Second, a five-piece 
cheese serving set, do-
nated by Lynn Sten, was 
won by Donna Wyatt.

Librarian Judy Stempien is fully prepared for 
cookie decorating with Friday after school young-
sters, during activities from February.

TEAM

www.boechlerschiraauction.com

BOECHLER-SCHIRA AUCTIONEERING
Prov. Lic. #335992       Box 552, Spiritwood, SK
Kelly Schneider 306-347-4789 •  Cell: 306-386-7110

Fred Walter 306-883-2797 •  Cell: 306-883-7368

Upcoming Auction Sales!
April 27th   –  3rd Annual Coin & Currency Sale, 356 lots up for auction 
    – Pioneer Centre, 410 Main Street, Spiritwood

May 4th      –  Shop, Yard, JD Riding Mower, 16 ft Lund Boat/ Motor/ 
        Trailer, 24 ft Camper, Vintage Tractor & Household Sale 
        for Marlene Boechler – Mildred

May 11th     –  Collectable Toy, Antiques & Collectable Auction Sale for 
         Ron Holmes – Main Street, Blaine Lake

May 25th     –  Estate of Lloyd Pirot - Shop, Yard, Kubota Tractor, 
        Recreational, Honda Cruiser Motorbike, Store Inventory 
        & Household – Cochin

June 22nd  –  Shop, Yard, Antique/Collectable Sale for Warren & Elaine 
         Iverson – Glaslyn

July 6th       – Farm, Shop, Yard, Household Sale for Walter & Wilma 
        Isaak – Medstead

July 13th    –  Antiques & Collectable Sale for Connie Leask-Grant 
        – Battleford

July 20th    –  Estate Sale of John & Diane MacDonald Household, 
        Shop & Antiques – Battleford

All Sales Start at 10:00 am
Watch our Website or Facebook for more detailed listings.

Rewarding opportunity available for motivated nurse who desires to 
work with First Nation clients in a friendly, welcoming community. 
Options available are full-time, part-time and casual, on week days, 
vehicle provided, education benefit and multiple funded, learning 
opportunities, excellent support.
For more information about this autonomous and rewarding position, 
please contact Lindsey Dauvin, Supervisor Nurse Practice Advisor 
with Indigenous Services Canada, Spiritwood. Phone 306-883-1465 
or email lindsey.dauvin@canada.ca
To apply for this position and to view the full list of required 
qualifications, please refer to the federal government employment 
website: www.canada.ca/government-jobs. 19-NHW-FNIH-EA-
SK-260071. The deadline for applications is April 15th, 2019.

We thank all candidates who apply and advise that only those selected for 
further consideration in the process will be contacted. Preference will be given 
to Canadian citizens. We are committed to Employment Equity. The Public 
Service of Canada is committed to developing inclusive, barrier-free selection 
processes and work environments. If contacted regarding this competition, 
please advise of the accommodation measures which must be taken to enable 
you to be assessed in a fair and equitable manner.

Vous pouvez obtenir ces renseignements en français.

Indigenous Services
Canada

Services aux
Autochtones Canada

Registered Nurse Home Care
Big Island Lake First Nation

Lorean Nichol’s crocheted cable cardigan, in Ber-
nat softee chunky yarn, coordinated beautifully 
with the shelving background of the books.

The Norway and Denmark displays.

Spiritwood RCMP warn about online safety



By David Forbes
One of my favourite reasons for liv-

ing in Saskatchewan is the beautiful 
landscape my family and I get to enjoy 
at our provincial parks. I love camping 
and I’ve thoroughly enjoyed bringing 
my children and now my grandchil-
dren to several parks across Saskatch-
ewan. Our favourite is Cypress Hills 
– how can you not love the gorgeous 
scenery, hiking, birding, and so many 
other activities available? 

What’s even better about Saskatch-
ewan’s provincial parks is how acces-
sible they are. The variety of passes 
available at reasonable prices makes 
these places the perfect spot for people 
to unwind and relax.

These accessible and family-friendly 
parks are the latest amenities to come 
under fire by the government. In late 
2018, the provincial government told 
campers to take a hike when it comes 
to 2019 park fees. Annual park entry 
permits are being hiked from $65 to 
$75; weekly permits are going up from 
$35 to $40. Full service and electrical 
sites will go up $2 per night. Season-
al campers will see an increase from 
$2,100 to $2,600 for an electrical sea-
sonal site. Non-electrical sites now cost 
$1,400 instead of $1,100 and economy 
sites will increase from $900 to $1,100.

Camping is one of the few affordable 
recreational activities left in Saskatch-
ewan. It provides children with the op-
portunity to learn new skills. Parents 
and children can bond without the dis-
traction of work and technology. With 

these fee increases, fewer families, es-
pecially lower-income households, will 
be able to access these amazing parks.

In addition to this cash grab, the gov-
ernment has taken away the option of 
a three-day pass. With only a certain 
amount of vacation days per year, 
low-income families may not be able 
to commit to a full-week pass. Once 
again, this makes accessing our pro-
vincial parks harder for Saskatchewan 
people.

With these changes, many will be im-
pacted, including school groups. With 
cuts to education and a fixed budget 
from school boards, schools only have 
a certain amount of funding for out-
of-school activities. Camping gives 
students the chance to gain hands-on 
experience outdoors through hiking, 
building a fire, pitching a tent, and so 
on. These fee increases and the loss of 
a three-day pass will inevitably make it 
harder for school groups to access our 
provincial parks.

This is clearly a gift from the Minis-
ter of Parks, Culture and Sport to the 
Minister of Finance to try to overcome 
the deficits caused by years of mis-
management and overspending. It’s a 
clever trick, but like the PST increase 
in the 2017 budget, it will harm all of 
us. Saskatchewan people keep paying 
and paying and paying for this govern-
ment’s spending habits. Parks should 
be affordable for everyone. The Sask. 
Party government should scrap these 
fee hikes.

As summer approaches, Cypress 

Hills is calling my name, as I’m sure 
it is many others. While we dream of 
warmer weather, I hope the sunny days 
warm the cold cockles of the govern-
ment’s heart and they restore the 2018 
prices and passes for the 2019 camping 

season. Provincial parks are for all of 
us. Everyone should be able to enjoy 
them, no matter their income.

David Forbes is the NDP MLA for 
Saskatoon Centre and the critic for 
Parks, Culture and Sport.

On March 30, 2019, 13 year 
old Aiden Keenatch was re-
ported missing to Spirtwood 
RCMP. Keenatch is resid-
ing on Witchekan Lake First 
Nation and was last seen 
on March 30 at 2 p.m. on 
Witchekan Lake First Nation, 
walking to an unknown loca-
tion. 

Aiden Keenatch is described 
as an Aboriginal male, 154 
cm tall and 54 kg in weight, 
with brown hair and brown 
eyes.  He was last seen wear-
ing a black jogging outfit.  

Spiritwood RCMP are seek-
ing the public’s assistance in 
locating this missing person, 
if you see Aiden Keenatch 
or know of his whereabouts 
please contact the RCMP 306-883-
4210 or Crime Stoppers anonymously 
at 1-800-222-TIPS (8477) or submit a 

tip online at www.saskcrimestoppers.
com. 

Please see the attached photo. 
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Atom 2 Elks win PA League title
By Jenn Kreese

The Shellbrook Elks 
Atom 2 team wrapped 
up a terrific hockey sea-
son at the Prince Al-
bert Minor Hockey City 
Championship this past 
weekend.

They started the play-
offs with a first-round-
bye and they succeeded 
in an 8-2 and 8-1 win 
over the Prince Albert 
Vikings in the second 
round. For the final 
round, which took place 
Saturday and Sunday 
morning at the Kins-
men Arena, they were 
up against the Prince 

Albert Serpents. 
After the first period 

of the first game, the 
score was 1-0 for the 
Elks, but they worked 
together and came out 
with a 7-1 win on goals 
from 5 of their players.

The final game on Sun-
day was hard-fought by 
both teams, but the Elks 
were victorious in a 4-1 
finish for the league 
championship.

This title was well 
deserved, as the Atom 
Elks finished off the 
season with a 28-0 re-
cord. Throughout the 
season, they also at-

tended 3 tournaments 
in which they won 8 
out of 9 games, winning 
the A side champion-
ships in Spiritwood, 
our home tournament 
in Shellbrook and the 
B side in Perdue. This 
involved playing teams 
from Spiritwood, Mead-
ow Lake, Martensville, 
Saskatoon, Prince Al-
bert, Melfort and Ker-
robert. 

The coaches credit 
the team’s success to 
their hard work, skill 
improvement and team-
work throughout the 
year.

Atom 2 Elks, from back left: Assistant Coaches: Travis Keyowski, AJ Ahena-
kew, Kevin Kreese Head Coach: Greg Muller, Kash Ferster, Dustin Lamon-
tagne, Peyton Ahenakew, Davin Schmitz, Tucker Danberg, Lane Keyowski, 
Aiden Tait, Jesse Kreese, Blake Fisher, Cashian Sandry, Reese Galloway, 
Xander Dupuis, and Matt Muller (goalie).

of the Battlefords
website: remaxbattlefords.com

Independently Owned and Operated 
1391 100th St., North Battleford, SK S9A 0V9

For more info 
Call Lloyd Ledinski
or Shane Murdoch

1-306-446-8800, 1-306-441-0512
or 1-306-441-7162

SHELLBROOK – Go 6 miles west on #3 HWY & then 4 miles north. You 
will find 40 acres just listed! This property has the Shell River running 
through it on the north side, some wooded areas, and open areas for 
horses or small farm animals. The 1½ story home has 3 beds/ 1 bath 
and has been very well kept. 24 X 42 metal clad 3 car garage, a small 
heated shop & a 14 X 20 cabin. Water supply is a well. Arrange your 
viewing right away!

Call Lloyd Ledinski or Shane Murdoch for viewing!   MLS®SK763974

RM of Canwood No. 494 - $249,900

Op-ed: Government tells campers to take a hike

Spiritwod RCMP seek missing 
Witchekan Lake FN youth



By Dave Bodvarson
On Friday March 29, 2019, Shell-

brook's local youth group came up 
with a creative way to raise funds 
for the Shellbrook and area Food 
Bank. 

Deb Rudolph came up with an 
idea of a pie in the face to get people 
to pledge cash for the Food Bank. 

Dwight Rudolph, who is a good 
sport and has a heart for those in 
need, agreed to take a pie in the 
face, or, rather, 13 pies to be ex-
act. For every 52 dollars raised, a 
pie was thrown, because Dwight 
turned 52 that day. 

Appreciation goes to Dwight, and to 
Michelle Smith, who leads this group and 
those who help. About $700 was raised. 
Great work by youth group. The ministerial 
commends the youth for seeing the need of 
helping those who are less fortunate. 

The Shellbrook and area Food Bank can 
always use donations. We have a place to 
store food, and we buy the perishable items 
when we fill a hamper. In the months of 
January and February, we spent over $700. 

On Saturday May 11 at 10:30 a.m., the 
Shellbrook and District Ministerial is plan-
ning a live auction. If you have good or 
new items you would like to donate, con-
tact Dave Bodvarson 306 747 7235 or Dave 
Whalley 306 747 2804. 

We will have a debit machine on site for 
your convenience. A barbecue lunch will be 
available. Depending on weather we will 
hold the auction in the Shellbrook Pente-
costal Assembly parking lot, or inside.
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Canada’s Andreescu joins tennis elite
Virtually out of nowhere, 

Canada has a new sports sen-
sation.

Only a few people outside 
of her Romanian family and 
close friends had heard of ten-
nis player Bianca Andreescu 
before she made it to the final 
of the Auckland Open in New 
Zealand in January, show-
ing up on the sports world’s 
radar with wins over Venus 
Williams and Caroline Woz-
niacki along the way. Two 
months later, the 18-year-old 
from Mississauga was thrust 
into a mini spotlight in the 
world of pro tennis and given 
a berth in the main draw at 
the BNP Paribas champi-
onship in the Palm Springs 
community of Indian Wells, 
the closest thing to a major 
that’s not a major as there is 
in professional tennis.

It was a true Cinderella 
story. Win after win after 
win put her into the final 
against the seventh-seeded 
and world No. 4 Angelique 
Kerber of Germany, a three-
time Grand-Slam winner 
and overwhelming favourite. 
But the clock didn’t strike 
midnight before Andreescu 
scored a 6-4, 3-6, 6-4 win 

over Kerber, who has $28.1 
million in career earnings, for 
the first Women’s Tennis As-
sociation (WTA) victory ever 
by a Canadian. She wore the 
proverbial gown right into the 
post-match press conference, 
where she caused a bit of a 
scene by asking if she could 
use “the F word” before be-
ing told no, of course not, and 
proceeding to tell the world 
that it was “crazy,” but she 
was the “effing champion of 
Indian Wells.”

OK, so the prudes in the 
crowd may not like her lan-
guage, but she was giddy and 
giggly and shocked and $1.35 
million richer. (Her career 
earnings prior to her victory 
were $350,000.) Andersen 
said her goal at the start of 
2019 was to make enough 
money to enable her parents 
to travel with her.

Mission accomplished. In 
spades — not to mention in 
lobs and aces and terrific win-
ning smashes.

Less than six months ago, 
Andrescu was ranked 243rd 
in the world. Making the fi-
nal in Auckland and winning 
at Indian Wells has led to a 
lofty world ranking of 24th. 

She is one of a strong group 
of Canadians, including De-
nis Shapovalov, Félix Auger-
Aliassime, Vasek Pospisil and 
Eugenie Bouchard who are 
turning Canada into a world 
minipower in the sport.

Bouchard was the fresh 
face in tennis two years ago, 
but has faded back into the 
pack. Here’s hoping Andrees-
cu follows a different, more 
successful path. Maybe all the 
way to No. 1.

•  Broadcaster David Fe-
herty, during NBC’s coverage 
of the Players Championship: 
“Tommy Fleetwood looks 
like a homeless guy who just 
robbed a Nike store.”

•  TC in BC: “Bryce Harper 

is going to find out just how 
tough Philly fans are. For 
$330M, they will boo you for 
taking a called strike.”

•  Andy Ruther, on Twitter: 
“Mike Trout signs $430 mil-
lion extension with Anaheim 
Angels. Deal also includes 
his very own lane on the 405 
freeway.”

•  Norman Chad of the 
Washington Post, on Twit-
ter: “BREAKING — Duke 
No. 1 overall seed in NCAA 
Tournament. Zion William-
son pledges to stay enrolled in 
school through April 8.”

•  Comedy writer Alex Kas-
eberg: “In the NCAA tourna-
ment, 14th seed Yale lost to 
third seed LSU 79-74. After 
the game, LSU celebrated 
with barbecue while Yale 
went to their rooms and con-
jugated Latin verbs.”

•  Kaseberg again: “New 
England Patriot’s owner, 
Robert Kraft, has been of-
fered a deferred prosecution 

deal in his sex spa case. The 
legal definition of a deferred 
prosecution deal means 
‘What we offer rich guys.’”

•  RJ Currie of sportsdeke.
com: “QB Teddy Bridgewater 
turned down a possible start-
ing gig in Miami to stay with 
the Saints as back up to Drew 
Brees. Same old song: a Brees 
over troubled Bridgewater.”

•  Currie again: “St. Mary’s 
upset Gonzaga 60-47, end-
ing the Bulldog’s six-year run 
as WCC champs. Seems the 
Gaels had a zig for every Zag.”

•  Dwight Perry of the Seat-
tle Times: “Pioneerof the Nile, 
the 13-year-old sire of Triple 
Crown winner American 
Pharoah, died unexpectedly 
at WinStar Farm right after 
performing his breeding du-
ties. How quickly? The poor 
stallion was barely halfway 
through his cigarette.”

•  Comedy writer Brad Dick-
son, via Twitter, on the ever-
widening college-admissions 

scandal: “It’s now alleged 
that Lori Loughlin and her 
husband bribed an official 
$250,000 to get their not-
so-bright dog into obedience 
school.”

•  Patti Dawn Swansson in 
the River City Renegade, on 
recent media outbursts by 
Oilers’ CEO  Bob Nicholson 
and Senators’ owner Eugene 
Melnyk: “Time was when 
Humpty Harold Ballard pro-
vided the National Hockey 
League with its soundtrack 
for stupid. Now we get it in 
surround sound.”

•  Swansson again, on the 
Nicholson suggestion that 
Toby Rieder’s lack of offence 
is responsible for the Oilers 
missing the playoffs: “I didn’t 
even know Toby Rieder ex-
isted until Nicholson went 
off on him, but now I know 
where we can find him — un-
der a bus.” 

Care to comment? Email 
brucepenton2003@yahoo.ca

Deb Rudolph gives Dwight Rudolph one of 
13 pies to as part of a Shellbrook Food Bank 
fundraiser. The stunt raised about $700.

SPORTSSPORTS

BRUCE 
PENTON

~

Regular services, Sunday school and special services will be listed.
LUTHERAN CHURCH

Zion - Canwood
Sunday School, 

Worship Sunday, 9 a.m.
St. John’s - Shellbrook

Sunday School, 
Worship Sunday, 11 a.m.
Rev. Emmanuel Aristide

--------------------
 IMMANUEL 
LUTHERAN

Parkside
11 a.m. - Worship 

 Pastor Chris Dean
------------------------
PENTECOSTAL 

CHURCH
Parkside

10:30 a.m. Worship
Pastor Doug Hope

306-747-3572
Shellbrook

Sun., 10:30 a.m. - Worship
Pastor David Bodvarson

306-747-7235
Canwood

11:00 a.m. - Worship
Pastor Glenn Blazosek

306-468-2138
Leask Gospel Tabernacle

Sunday 11 a.m. & 6:30 p.m.
Pastor Lorne Valuck

------------------------
SOVEREIGN GRACE 
BAPTIST CHURCH
Currently meeting in 

homes on Sunday morning
& Wednesday evenings
Parkside 306-747-2309

Leask 306-466-4498 
Marcelin 306-226-4615

------------------------

EVANGELICAL FREE
Big River

11:00 a.m. - Worship
Bible Classes 9:45 a.m.

Summer: 10:30 a.m. - 12
306-469-2258

Youth Nite: Fridays
Mont Nebo

Bible Study & Prayer
Sun., 11:00 a.m. - Worship
Pastor Bill Klumpenhower

------------------------
CATHOLIC CHURCH

Debden
Sun. Mass - 9:30 a.m. 
Fr. Michael Fahlman

Big River - Sacred Heart
Sun., 11:30 a.m. - Mass

Whitefish
Sun., 2:30 p.m. - Mass.

Victoire
Sat., 7:30 p.m. - Mass.
Fr. Michael Fahlman

Eucharist Celebrations
Muskeg

Sunday, 3 p.m. 
St. Agatha’s - Shellbrook
Mass - Sunday -  11 a.m.

St. Henry’s - Leask
Mass - Saturday -  7 p.m.
St. Joseph’s - Marcelin
Mass - Sunday - 9 a.m.

Mistawasis
2nd & 4th Sundays, 1:30 p.m.

Fr. Phong Tran
------------------------

PRESBYTERIAN
Mistawasis

Sunday worship
11:00 a.m.

Rev. Katherine Bretzlaff
------------------------

SEVENTH DAY  
ADVENTIST

407-2nd Ave E, Shellbrook
Sat., 9:45 a.m. - Sabbath School

Sat., 11:00 am  -Worship
Broadcast on 

VOAR 92.1 FM
Pastor Scott Manly

306-747-3305
------------------------

ANGLICAN CHURCH
Leask - All Saint’s

Sunday, 9 a.m. - Service
St. Andrew’s - Shellbrook
Sunday, 11 a.m. Service

Canwood - Christ Church
Sunday, 11 a.m. - Service 

2 p.m. Service 2nd Sunday 
of the month 

Rev’d Eyad Ajii 
306-980-5916

------------------------
UNITED CHURCH

Shellbrook - Knox United
Sun., 10 am  - Worship

306-747-3434
Big River
Sundays 

10 a.m.. - Worship
 at Anglican Church
Rev. Dave Whalley

306-747-2804
------------------------

MENNONITE 
BRETHREN CHURCH

Blaine Lake Gospel Chapel 
109 Railway Ave. W.

Blaine Lake
306-497-3316

Pastor: Rick Schellenberg
Sunday, 10:30 a.m. 

Worship

PRAISE & WORSHIP

Pies in the face raise funds 
for Shellbrook Food Bank
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By Dave Whalley, DLM(R)
First United Church, Big River  

After reading the parable about the prodi-
gal son in Luke 15, I wonder if you have 
heard about the father who was telling his 
6-year-old son about the prodigal son at 
bedtime.  They discussed how the young 
son had taken his inheritance and left home.  
He lived high on the hog, until he had noth-
ing left.  Finally, when he couldn’t even eat 
as good as the pigs, he returned home and 
his father welcomed him.  When the father 
finished the story, he asked his son what he 
had learned.  

The young child answered, after thinking 
for a moment, “Never leave home without 
your credit card.”  That is one way to try and 
make ends meet, and I’m sure that some 
people wish it was that easy to leave home, 
but anyone who really has run away to a “far 
country” knows that it is not that simple.   
Geographical fixes never work.

The results of living away from God are 
always disastrous and nothing can prevent 
the consequences from catching up with us.  
The farther away we run, the worse the de-
struction becomes.  Let’s take a look at this 
very interesting story that Jesus tells.  Let 
us look at the three main characters in this 
story and learn something about ourselves 
and our creator.  The father in this story rep-
resents God in my view.  The Creator has a 
non-interference policy.  We hear people say, 
“Why doesn’t God do something about this 
or that?  Why doesn’t God stop people from 
hurting other people?”  But God has given us 
the awesome gift of free will.  When we want 
to rebel, we don’t want anyone trying to con-
trol us.  We can look at this story and see the 
foolishness of this boy.   We think we are in-
vincible, and are immune from the destruc-
tion that takes place in other people’s lives.  

One thing that begins to dawn on us as we 
continue to read the story is that the father 

has been looking for his son all along.  When 
his son finally does appear in the distance, 
the father recognizes him immediately and 
takes off running toward him.  There is not 
the slightest hint of a lecture or ridicule.  

Let’s look at the second person in the 
story.  It is interesting that this young man 
thought he was on his own.  “It’s my life and 
my money,” he told himself.  It says that he 
“squandered his wealth in wild living.”   He 
was living off of his father’s resources the 
whole time.  The worst part of this young 
man’s life is not that he went away to the 
far country and spent the father’s resources 
in sinful living.  No, the worst part of this 
young man’s life is that he never developed 
a relationship with his father.  He never un-
derstood how much his father loved him.  He 
would not believe that his father wanted the 
best for him and had great plans for him.  

We might be tempted to blame all this on 
the father, but remember that the father in 
the story represents God.  God is love and 
wisdom.  If the father had been controlling 
and manipulative, he would never have let 
the son go in the first place.   

The younger son decided to go back to 
his father and say: “Father, I have sinned 
against heaven and against you.”  That’s all 
it takes, and when we come to that place, we 
too are ready to go back home to our God.  
After all, the younger son had spent his in-
heritance and he didn’t deserve anything 
else.  But the father in the story puts a ring 
on his finger and a special robe on his back.  
So, it becomes obvious that the father has 
other ideas, and has no intention of making 
him a servant.

Well – there is a third person in the story 
– another son.  He was the eldest.   He never 
left home.  When his father asked him to do 
something, he did it.    He had full expec-
tations of being the head of the estate and 
inheriting everything that was left. He was 
glad that his younger brother was gone.  It 
would be easier now.  He felt a little smug.  
He had earned it.  There was only one prob-
lem.  He shared a critical character flaw 
with his younger brother; he had not really 
developed a loving relationship with his fa-
ther. He was dutiful and faithful.  When the 
father showed that he still cared for his way-

ward brother, he became angry and bitter.  
Like the older brother, it is easy for us to 

become bitter and angry that parties are 
being thrown for those who were out in 
the worldly life.  It sort of galls us that Je-
sus said, “I tell you, there is rejoicing in the 
presence of the angels of God over one sin-
ner who repents” (Luke 15:10).  J e s u s 
originally told this story to show there is 
hope for everyone, and that it is not a ques-
tion of whether we deserve to be in the fa-
ther’s house, because the truth is that none 
of us do.  

 The most likely ending to the story was 
that the older brother became increasingly 
bitter against the father and left his house, 
and the younger brother inherited every-
thing.  

We’ve seen a wonderful picture of what 
God is like.  God regrets our rebellion, runs 
to us when we return, and restores us when 
we repent.  But there are some of us today 
who need a different word from this parable.  
We aren’t the wayward son; instead we feel 
the pain of the father.  

Some of us are parents and grandparents 
who have prodigals in our lives.  Our son or 
daughter may be distant from us because of 
rebellion, a disagreement, a bad relation-
ship, or they may have just walked out of 
our life.  If you are in that condition, I have a 
word of comfort for you today.  To parents of 
prodigals, I would say:  

God understands our pain.  God knows 
and cares.  God is the suffering  father in 
this parable. 

2. Don’t jump in the pigpen to rescue 
them.  In this parable, the father didn’t go to 
the pigpen and try to pull his son out.  The 
son had to realize his own mistake.  

Let them know the door is open. Never 
slam the door and tell your child they are 
never welcome back into your home.  Let 
them know you’ll leave the light on for them, 
whenever they are ready to reconcile.  

True fellowship can never be restored un-
til your prodigal one has returned with for-
giveness in their heart.  They may return, 
but, if they don’t reconcile, your problem is 
not solved; it’s only aggravated.

So, parents of prodigals don’t give up!  God 
never gives up, so why should you!

GOOD NEWS
~

THE PRODIGAL SON IS ALWAYS WELCOME!

Community Calendar
~

BLAINE LAKE: Wapiti Library - Books, Movies, Magazines, Children’s Section, Inter-
net, Printing, Study/Meeting Space, Proctor Service, Community Programming. Hours: 
Wednesday 12 pm - 6 pm; Friday 1 pm - 5 pm; Saturday 12 pm - 4 pm. Contact us for 
more info 306-497-3130, www.wapitilibrary.ca.
CANWOOD: Canwood Branch of Wapiti Regional Library. Regular Library Hours - 
Tues. 1 - 5 p.m., Thurs. 10:00 a.m. - 4 pm & Friday 1 - 5 pm. Storytime: Fridays 2 pm. 
Play cards the 1st & 3rd Wednesday of the month at 2 pm. Crafter’s Choice the 2nd & 4th 
Tuesday of the month at 10 am.
DEBDEN: Wapiti Library hours:  Monday 3 pm - 7 pm;  Tuesday 11 am - 4 pm.  Librar-
ian:  Aline Hannon
LEASK: Wapiti Library Hours: Tuesday 1 pm - 5:30 pm; Friday 10:30 am - 5 pm; Sat-
urday 1 pm - 5 pm.
MARCELIN: Wapiti Library is open Tues. 2 pm - 6 pm; Thur. 2 pm - 8 pm; Sat. 10 am 
- 2 pm. For information on all your library needs, please contact 306-226-2110.
SHELLBROOK: Shellbrook Branch of the Wapiti Library located at 105 Railway Ave., 
West (Provincial building). Library Hours: Mon. 2 - 6:30 pm; Tues. 2 - 8 pm; Wed. 2 - 8 
pm; Thur. 2 - 6:30 pm; Fri. 9 - 4 pm. Children’s Story Time: Fri. 10:30 am (Sept - June). 
CANWOOD: Canwood & District Health Services Co-operative Annual Meeting, 
Wednesday, April 10, 2019, Canwood Legion Hall. Supper 6:30 pm ~ Meeting to follow. 
$10/person ~ Everyone Welcome! ***A resolution to have a review of the financial books 
instead of an audit will be voted on by the members present at this meeting! Please come 
out and show your support for your community clinic. If you have any question please call 
Donna at 1-306-468-7040.
SHELLBROOK: Shellbrook Theatre Movie Night, Fri., Apr. 12, Spider-Man: Into the 
Spider-Verse. Doors Open 7 p.m.   Showtime 7:30 p.m.  Cost is $5
SHELLBROOK: Shellbrook Minor Sports AGM, Tuesday, April 9 - 7 pm, Shellbrook El-
ementary School Gym. We will be discussing the possible impact of the SHA Atom Hock-
ey Proposal (2020/2021). Visit the following link to view all of the proposed changes: 
https://sha.sk.ca/news/memorandums/atom-hockey-proposal-20202021
SHELL LAKE: Shell Lake & District Lions Club proudly presents 16th Spring Fling Sup-
per & Silent Auction. Saturday, April 27, 2019. Doors open 5 pm – Supper 6:30 pm. Fea-
turing Musician Rod Gjerde A tribute to Merle Haggard. Tickets $30. Proceeds in sup-
port of local & provincial programs. Call General Store @ 306-427-2044; Shell Lake Pine 
Resorts @ 306-427-5668; Corrie @ 306-497-4922
PARKSIDE: Sunday, April 28th, 2019 – Celebrate the Coming of Spring!! Honeywood 
Heritage Nursery Inc., Spring Fundraising Event. Supper & Live Auction at the Parkside 
Heritage Centre. To donate an auction item contact: David 306-747-2275. Email: honey-
woodn8@gmail.com

TRIPLE YOUR ADVERTISING
We’ll advertise your important community event in our Community Calendar 

FREE for two weeks prior to the event with purchase of a 
2 column x 2” Display ad for only:

$60.00 plus G.S.T. - A savings of over 30%
Available to Non-Profit & Community Organizations Only

Call Now For Further Details
“Don’t miss out on letting your Community and others know of your event!”

Shellbrook Chronicle
Box 10, Shellbrook, SK  S0J 2E0

Ph: 306-747-2442 • Fax: 306-747-3000 • Email: chads@sbchron. com

The Classifieds Have 
Everything You Are 

Looking For!
•  For Sale •  Wanted •  Miscellaneous 

•  Autos •  Recreation Vehicles 
•  Livestock •  Feed ‘n Seed •  Land 

•  Houses •  Pets •  And More!!
20 words for only 
$16.00 plus GST 

$8.00 for each additional week
•  Additional words 20¢ •  Includes 2 papers and website

Shellbrook Chronicle
306-747-2442                  email: chads@sbchron.com

Have You Heard?
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EAVESTROUGHING

TMK 
Eavestroughing

Eavestroughing • Fascia 
Soffits • Siding

Tyson Kasner
tmkasner@sasktel.net

Cell Phone Number

306•747•8169

BUSINESS 
DIRECTORY
BUSINESS 

DIRECTORY
306-747-2442 • chads@sbchron.com

Your Best 
Move!

306-922-1420
www.tbmason.com

REAL ESTATE

TRUCKING

For all your Grain Hauling needs.
Now Also Available 53’ Step Deck. 

Contact Rocky Couture
Cell (306)468-7872 or 

(306)724-2176

Rocky Road Trucking Ltd. 
Debden, SK

INSURANCE

1-877-898-8248 (TAIT)

Shellbrook  306-747-2896
Canwood  306-468-2227
Leask  306-466-4811

email: office@taitinsurance.ca
www.taitinsurance.ca

General, Health 
& Hail Insurance

Motor License Issuer

ELECTRICIAN

Residential, Commercial 
& Agricultural 

Wiring & Trenching
Skid Steer Service

Jake Verbonac 
306-747-9073

Serving Shellbrook 
& Surrounding area

&J HElectric

FUNERAL SERVICES

MGB Trucking Ltd.
Backhoe Work & Hauling
•  Rubber Tired Backhoe

•  Excavator 
•  End Dump

Clarence 
Hoehne

    Leask, Sask.
Bus.: 306.466.4487
Cell 306.466.7420

TRUCKING

Courteous, professional,
reliable, plumbing, heating,

gas fitting services

Ph: 306-747-4332
Shellbrook, Sask.

PLUMBING

Your Guide to
Home Services &
Repair Professionals

HEARING

Call today for your 
 Hearing Test!

1-306-883-3997
Hearing Aid Sales and Services

101 Main Street, Spiritwood

HEARING CENTRE

PLUMBING/HEATING

D & S Mechanical
Services Inc. 

• Plumbing • Heating 
• Gas Fitting • Air Conditioning

• Refrigeration
Shellbrook & Area

Tel: 306-747-3170
306-763-4366

P TREE REMOVAL
P STUMP GRINDING
P CHIPPER
P BUCKET TRUCK
P MULCH
P TREE SPADE

Ph: 1-844-369-9969
Prince Albert

www.treetamer.com

P

TREE SERVICESLAWYER

Law Office
DELBERT DYNNA

HILLA KROGH
100A - 10th St. East

Prince Albert, SK S6V 0Y7
phone (306) 764-6856

fax (306) 763-9540
Preferred areas of practice:
Wills, Estates, Real Estate

LAWYER

Bill Cannon, in person,
Mondays 10:15 - 4:30

52 Main Street, Shellbrook
306-922-4700

All lawyers, Monday - Friday, 
1200 Central Ave., Prince Albert

306-922-4700

NOVUS LAW GROUP
Wilcox Holash Chovin McCullagh

ADVERTISE HERE

This Space Is 
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Keep Your Business In 
The Public Eye And A 

Quick Reference At Your 
Customer’s Finger Tips.

Call Today:
Madeleine
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ADVERTISE HERE

This Space Is 
Waiting For You

Keep Your Business In 
The Public Eye And A 

Quick Reference At Your 
Customer’s Finger Tips.

Call Today:
Madeleine
747-2442

FUNERAL SERVICES

101 Railway Ave. 
Shellbrook, SK

306-747-2828 (24 hrs.)

www.beaulacfuneralhome.com
Monument Sales & Pre-arrangements Available

Shellbrook – Canwood – Leask – Debden
Big River – Spiritwood – Prince Albert

Tammy Smart •  Samantha Cheal •  Fred Pomrenk
Donna Lovberg •  John & Bertha Couture •  Greg Spencer

Marjorie Brossart •  Derril Rogerson •  Allison Irvine
Darlene Settee •  Lynn Anderson

Marianne Turcotte •  Mark & Sheri Muir

ACCOUNTING

Weberg 
Accounting

Services
Andrea Weberg DFA-TSS

Hours:
Mon. - Fri. 9 - 6 & Sat. 9 - 12

306-747-2244 
Shellbrook

ADVERTISE HERE

This Space Is 
Waiting For You

Keep Your Business In 
The Public Eye And A 

Quick Reference At Your 
Customer’s Finger Tips.

Call Today:
Madeleine
747-2442



THE CLASSIFIEDSTHE CLASSIFIEDS
 Page  14 www.shellbrookchronicle.com April 4, 2019      

SWNA Blanket Classifieds
Reaching over 6 million people weekly. 

Cost for 25 words:
Saskatchewan market ..............$209.00
   One Zone  ............................$86.00
   Two Zone ..........................$123.00
Alberta market .......................$269.00
Manitoba market ...................$189.00
BC market .............................$395.00
Ontario market ......................$439.00
   Western Ontario  .................$155.00   
   Central Ontario  ..................$129.00
   Eastern Ontario ..................$145.00
   Northern Ontario  ..................$90.00
Quebec market
   English ...............................$240.00
Atlantic market ......................$200.00
Across Canada  ..................$1,977.00
Also Available: Quebec (French)  ................$986.00

Career Ads
Reaching Over 600,000 People Weekly

Rates: $7.79 per agate line 
 Size: 2 col. x 2” ...................$424.00

Deadline for Booking/Material 
Friday at 5 p.m.

Contact the Shellbrook Chronicle
306-747-2442

or Email:
chads@sbchron.com

All prices plus applicable taxes. 
NOTICE

This newspaper accepts advertisements in good 
faith. We advise that it is in your interest to 
investigate offers personally. Publications by this 
paper should not be taken as an endorsement of  
the product or services offered.

Shellbrook Chronicle 
Reaching over 10,000 people weekly. 

Personal Classifieds: 
$16.00 for 20 words + 20¢ additional 

words for the 1st week. 
Additional weeks: $8.00/week + GST.

Classified Display: 
$25.00/column inch. Minimum 2 
column inches - $50.00 + GST.

For All Other Advertising 
Please Contact Our Office at:

Ph: 306-747-2442 or Fax: 306-747-3000
Email: 

news: chnews@sbchron.com
advertising: chads@sbchron.com

Phone
306-747-2442

Fax
306-747-3000

Email
chads@sbchron.com

P.O. Box 10, Shellbrook, SK S0J 2E0
Advertising Deadline - Friday: 5:00 p.m.

Subscriptions 
$70.00 + $3.50 (GST) = $73.50/year

One year old laying 
hens, $2.00 per 
piece. Call before 
April 18, Frank 306-
466-6912  3-16CH

KS CATTLE CORP. 
has a good selection 
of registered Black 
Angus bulls for sale. 
Top AI and Natural 
Service bloodlines to 
work on heifers or 
cows. Contact Ken-
dall 306-883-7905 
 3-16CH

WEST COWAN API-
ARIES has for sale 
- Registered Black 
Angus Bulls by pri-
vate treaty. A pen of 
15, 2 year olds, are 
ready to work for 

you. Moderate birth 
weights. First Class, 
Upward, Chisum, 
Final Answer blood 
lines available. Con-
tact: Christopher at 
(306) 469-4970 or 
(306) 469-7902. 
 17-26CH

FOR SALE - Red or 
Black PB Registered 
Yearling Salers 
bulls. Phone 306-
747-3302. 8-16CH

GROWER DIRECT. 
Smooth Brome $2.50/
lb, Meadow Brome 
3.75/lb, Alfalfa 2.25/
lb, Cicer Milkvetch 
5.50/lb, Timothy, Clo-
vers, custom blends 
available. Delivery 
available Phone 
306-342-4290 or 306-
342-7688 Glaslyn SK. 
Siklenka Seeds
 9-22CH

WANTED - Shed 
deer, moose and 
elk antlers. Contact 
David Zdunich 306-
227-1337.  4-15CH

WANTED - Farm 
land for rent. Call 
Matt 306-469-7660 
or Mike 306-469-
7741.  4-14CH

WANTED: Home 
for indoor cats. 
Two 3-year-old 

female cats need 
a new home. Both 
are spayed, one is 
declawed, and all 
shots are up to date. 
Very loving and 
affectionate. Would 
prefer to keep them 
together but will 
separate if neces-
sary. For more info 
call 306-747-9009. 
 TFCH

LAND FOR SALE 
- RM of Shellbrook 
NW ¼ 26-49-3-3, 
natural gas & power 
on property. Please 
call Marg at 306-747-
2792 or Tom at 306-
961-1838.  2-14CH

¼ SECTION FARM 
LAND by Shell Lake 
for sale. Approx. 
20 acres lake front, 
joined by some wood 
land. Great place 
to build a house. 
Phone Gunnar Slem-
ming 306-714-7997. 
 1-14CH

HOUSE KEEPER 
WANTED on farm 
in Shellbrook area. 
Must like farm life, 
especially horses. 
Call 306-714-7997. 

2-15CH

HELP WANTED - 
Full or part time 
position available 
at large farm op-
eration. Must know 
cattle and machin-
ery. Ph: Kelly Feige 
after 6 pm 306-747-
2376  TFCH

FOR SALE
Larger Residential Property

in Shellbrook

Property is lot 20, located on Sanjun 
Drive, Shellbrook. 104’ wide x 

133’ long with 59’ wide x 29’ long 
extension. All services available.

$27,500
Enquiries please call 

Clark Pepper at 306-747-3432 
or 306-747-7755 (cell) 

for more details.

LOT FOR SALE

HELP WANTED

R & D Tax 
Service

Income Tax Prep
Co-op Building 

Centre (formerly
E & B Lumber)

511 Service Rd. East 
Shellbrook

MON. to FRI.,
9:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.
Rosalyn or Donna

306-747-4344
LIVESTOCK
FOR SALE

For all your 
accounting and 

Income Tax needs
contact:

Marni L. Danberg
Chartered Professional 

Accountant
(306)747-3346
marni.danberg@gmail.com

SERVICES

FOR SALE

WANTED
LAND FOR SALE

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

In the estate of Leroy 
Donald Brown, late of 
Shellbrook, Saskatch-
ewan, deceased. All claims 
against the above estate, 
duly verified by statutory 
declaration and with par-
ticulars and valuation of 
security held, if any, must 
be sent to me before the 
18th day of April, 2019.
Scott D. Wolfe
Solicitor for the Executor
Parchomchuk Sherdahl 
Hunter
110–11th Street East
Prince Albert, SK S6V 1A1 
 2-14C

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

Land for Sale
R.M. of Leask; 10 miles 
West of Shellbrook
NE 33-48-5 W3, 
Parcel 132971081, 
159.7 acres, 
2018 assessment 
$68,500.00
For information contact 
Stanley Skavlebo 
(306) 747-9358

Send written
offers before

April 15th, 2019
To:  Stanley Skavlebo 

Land
c/o D. Dynna Law 
Office
100A - 10th St. E.
Prince Albert, SK  
S6V 0Y7

Highest or any offer 
is not necessarily 

accepted.

CHECK IT OUT!
Shellbrook Chronicle Website

www.shellbrookchronicle.com

 Shellbrook ChronicleShellbrook Chronicle

FEED AND SEED

Classifieds Work!

306-747-2442

LAND FOR SALE

Zero In 
On New

Employees 
Classifieds

Work!

306-747-2442

Make Money 
With The 
Classifieds

Sell your stuff with 
a little help from the 
Shellbrook 
Chronicle 

20 words for only 
$16.00 plus GST 

$8.00  for each 
additional week

•  Additional words 20¢
•  Includes 2 papers and 

website
306-747-2442

chads@
sbchron.com

Buying? Selling?
Try the Classifieds!

306-747-2442
Advertising Deadline 
is Friday 5:00 p.m.

In
Memory

may be put in 
the Chronicle for 

$24.00* 
(30 words) 
20¢ per 

additional word
Photo - $10.00
* 1 week includes 

website 
Shellbrook 
Chronicle

Phone 
306-747-2442

Fax 
306-747-3000

email: 
chads@sbchron.

com

Buy! Buy!
Sell! Sell! 
Classifieds

Work!
306-747-2442
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Going vertical in the garden
By Patricia Hanbidge

Spring is on the way! Now is 
the time to take a moment to say 
– where is my garden going this 
season?

Space in the garden is always 
a challenge so this spring, I en-
courage you to “reach for the sky 
and go vertical!” You might be 
wondering what I mean by ver-
tical gardening which is simply 
exploiting the vertical space in-
stead of relying on the horizontal 
which is the more traditional way 
to garden. Going vertical will give 
you more space but it is also a way 
to make your garden more attrac-
tive and more accessible. Imag-
ine harvesting strawberries while 
standing straight up – instead of 
crawling along the ground. 

If you are an avid garden grazer 
then vertical gardening has even 
more advantages. The fruit or 
vegetables that you harvest will 
be cleaner as they are not in di-
rect contact with the ground. You 
will also find that you are losing 
less fruit/vegetables to moisture 
and rot again due to less contact 
directly with the soil. Air circu-
lation is definitely better as well 
as any breeze will waft through 
those plants that are vertical. The 

only drawback to going vertical 
is you may have to water more 
often. However, perhaps it is the 
ideal time to install a simple ir-
rigation system that suits your 
personal needs!

From the perspective from one 
who was rural and now is urban – 
adjusting to a much smaller space 
and still managing to grow ev-
erything desired is challenging. 
How do you make the best use of 
the space you have? One solution 
that is definitely worth trying 
is to go vertical. Any plant that 
is a sprawler, a natural climber 
or needs staking can easily be 
grown vertically – with the suit-
able support. 

Vertical elements can be uti-
lized as working functions of 
the garden. They work well to 
screen unpleasant areas in the 
landscape; can provide shade or 
shelter from the wind; can soften 
stark vertical surfaces; can define 
use areas in the garden and can 
provide movement. 

Looking outside right now to 
your garden space might help to 
encourage you to think about go-
ing vertical. If you think of the 
trees in your landscape, they are 
an element that is always visible. 

If you incorporate other vertical 
elements in your garden, then 
those too will always be visible in 
every season - from both inside 
and out.  After all, enjoying the 
garden in winter, we most often 
enjoy the view from inside your 
home where it is warm. Thus, ele-
ments need to be more prominent 
as they are not viewed in close 
quarters. 

Think about incorporating 
some structure that has beauty 
itself. Ensure that the structure is 
suitable for the plant material it 
supports. Some easy plants to use 
for your vertical garden include: 
cucumbers, sweet peas, tomatoes, 
melons, peas, pole beans, black-
eyed Susan vine, morning glory 
climbing snapdragons, hyacinth 
bean, nasturtium, passion flower, 
grapes, Virginia creeper, hops, 
and more!!! Just ensure that you 
supply the suitable structure and 
remember that some plants need 
to be tied to the structure while 
others entwine themselves to the 
support. 

So, this season……. look ahead 
and plan to grow your future and 
go vertical!!

Hanbidge is a horticultur-
ist with the Saskatoon School of 

Horticulture and can be reached 
at 306-931-GROW(4769); by 
email at growyourfuture@
gmail.com; facebook: @scho-

olofhort; twitter: @horticul-
turepat; instagram: patyplant 
or check out our website at sask-
hort.com.
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What happens when you don’t advertise?

Very little.


