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Locked out refinery workers stop in Shellbrook

As the Co-op Refinery lockout of Unifor 594 workers stretches into its third month, workers made an appearance at the Lake Country Co-op
gas station and C-store last week to send their message to the public.
Locked out Unifor 594 workers made
an appearance at the Shellbrook Co-op
gas station and C-store last week, just
as the special mediation window for
the dispute between the union and the
Regina Co-op Refinery Complex (CRC)
closed.
It was, by all measures, a peaceful
and law-abiding demonstration, that
saw about a dozen workers picket and
stop vehicles to chat or hand out pamphlets.
For Ryan Dzioba, a process operator
who works in pumping and blending,
the demonstration was about keep-

ing the union’s struggle in the public
eye. But now, as both parties await
the report of provincially-appointed
mediator Vince Ready, he says that he
and his fellow locked out workers only
want one thing.
“We just want to go back to work,” he
said.
“We’re hopeful that the mediator will
put a good deal on the table, and give
that to the government. Then, we’ll go
from there and see what happens.”
Lamenting the fact that the general
public often sees unions as the bad
guys in labour disputes, Dzioba cites

a common figure that has been used
by Unifor 594 in the three-month long
lockout and the failed negotiations
that preceded it.
That figure is the $1 billion in profit
that Federated Co-operatives Limited
(FCL) made, in part, off of the labour
of Unifor 594 workers.
He adds that the CRC’s decision to
lock employees out, without giving
them a contract to vote on, is unprecedented.
“In 75 years of our union’s history,
we’ve never had a lockout or a strike,”
he said.

“It always goes like this: we get to
the table, we get to the point where
we’re willing to part ways, then we get
back to the table by serving job action.
As soon as that happens, everybody
comes back to the table and they make
a deal.”
This time, however, Unifor 594’s job
action notice, which was delivered on
Dec. 3, 2019, was met with a lockout
just 48 hours later.
The difference, Dzioba contends, is
FCL CEO Scott Banda, who he feels
isn’t interested in making a deal.
Continued on page 6
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Sask. shuts schools to slow COVID-19’s spread
With five new presumptive cases of coronavirus
(COVID-19)
having popped up in the
province over the weekend — bringing the total
in the province to seven
cases — the Saskatchewan government has announced new measures
to combat the spread of
the illness.
The province, working
on the orders of Chief
Medical Health Officer
Dr. Saqib Shahab, will
be closing all pre-Kindergarten to Grade 12
schools in the province
indefinitely,
effective
Friday, March 20.
The
announcement
was made by Premier
Scott Moe on Monday
morning, less than 24
hours after the provincial government said

schools would remain
open until a number of
factors were met.
Those factors, as determined by Dr. Shahab, include evidence of
sustained transmission
within the community,
a rapid increase of local
cases, and, transmission
without a known link to
travel or confirmed cases.
As of Moe’s announcement, all COVID-19 cases in the province were
tied to recent travel and
none of the other two
criteria had been met.
Nonetheless, the province has opted to take
a proactive approach to
slow the virus.
“A preventative approach of proactive
school closures beginning March 20 means
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reducing the risk of COVID-19 transmission,”
the government said in a
statement.
From March 16 to
19, schools across the
province wound down
classes to give parents
time to make childcare
arrangements. During
this window, parents
who were able to keep
their children at home
were advised to do so
and told that students
would not be penalized
for absences.
With the suspension
of classes being indefinite — rather than the
two week suspensions
implemented by other
provinces — the government also outlined how
grading will work.
“Every student will receive a final grade based
on their current grade,
and students will progress to their next grade
level next year,” the
statement said. “Every
student who is eligible

Happy 20th
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Jerry & Marion
March 25

to graduate from Grade
12 this year will graduate. The Ministry of
Education and School
Divisions will work with
Saskatchewan
PostSecondary Institutions
to adapt entry requirements for programs
commencing in the next
academic year.”
Teachers, meanwhile,
will be able to work from
home or in schools during the suspensions. The
government said the
Ministry of Education
will work with school
divisions and teachers
throughout the remainder of the school year
to implement a supplemental curriculum program through distance
and alternative learning
methods.
The government added that these measures
also apply to daycares
that are co-located with
schools, but do not apply
to licensed daycare facilities outside of schools.
It further stated that
measures regarding licensed daycare facilities
are being considered
and will be implemented
at a later date, and that
it is currently examining options to provide
childcare services for
individuals who are providing essential services
during the COVID-19
response.
The closures bring
schools in line with
the Universities of Sas-

katchewan and Regina,
which announced last
week that classes would
be moving online
In addition to Monday’s school closures,
the Chief Health Medical
Officer imposed further
COVID-19
prevention
measures, including a
ban on all non-essential
visits to long-term care
homes, hospitals, personal care homes, and
group homes. Essential visitors, it clarified,
means immediate family visiting for compassionate reasons.
Elsewhere, faith based
organizations are no
longer exempted from
the public gathering restrictions implemented
by the province last
Friday. Under those
restrictions, no public
gathering of more than
250 people in any one
room is permitted.
In cases where attendees have travelled internationally within the
past 14 days, the public
gathering restriction allows for no more than
50 people to gather in a
single room.
With regards to travel,
the province has updated its travel guidelines
and is now joining the
federal government in
recommending that any
residents currently travelling
internationally
return to the province
while commercial options remain available.

Love from
Your family & friends
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All travellers returning from international
destinations, including
the United States, are
urged to self-isolate and
monitor their health for
14 days upon return.
Travellers returning
from within Canada
are also advised to selfmonitor for 14 days
upon return.
Finally, the government has launched a
new COVID-19 self-assessment tool to determine whether Saskatchewan residents should
be tested for COVID-19.
Residents can complete this assessment for
themselves or on behalf
of someone else, if they
are not able.
The self-assessment
tool can be accessed at
https://www.saskatchewan.ca/government/
health-care-administration-and-prov ider-resources/
treatment-proceduresand-guidelines/emerging-public-healthi s s ue s/2019 -no vel-coronavirus/
c ov id-19 - sel f-a s se s s ment.
The government is advising those who have
travelled
internationally, and who are experiencing respiratory or
flu-like symptoms, to
call HealthLine 811.
For the latest information on COVID-19, visit:
www.saskatchewan.ca/
coronavirus.
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COVID-19 ends local hockey season early
This hockey season
will officially go down
in history as the season
when teams of all levels
wonder what could have
been — not because they
ended their title runs
with bitter defeats, but
because they weren’t
given the chance to play
their campaigns out to
the end.
On Friday, Hockey
Canada announced that
all of its sanctioned activities, including National Championships,
were cancelled until
further notice in response to the spread of
the coronavirus.
For the Shellbrook
Silvertips, who had
been enjoying one of
their best hockey seasons in recent years, the
announcement couldn’t
have come at a more inopportune moment.
The Tips were playing their first season in
the Twin Rivers Hockey
League, and had been
near the top of the
standings throughout

the regular season. In
the end, they entered
the postseason on the
bottom of a tie-breaker
for first place with the
Birch Hills Blackhawks.
In rounds one and two
of the playoffs the, Tips
eliminated the Dalmeny
Sabres and the Rosthern Wheatkings — the
former in game three in
a best-of-three series,
and the latter after four
games in a best-of-five
matchup.
The Tips had just
lost the first game of
the league finals to
the Blackhawks when
Hockey Canada’s decision was announced.
In a statement issued on Facebook after
the announcement the
team expressed gratitude to all the people
who supported it, and
senior hockey in Shellbrook, over the course
of the season, including
gate workers, coaches
and managers, score
keepers, anthem singers, sponsors, and the

fans.
“We had a hell of a
season and, although
we wish things would
have gone differently and we could have
brought another championship title home, we
will be more than ready
to have the boys back
together next season
to give it another go,
finishing where we left
off,” the team said.
“There was a great
group of guys on the
team, that made this
year one of our best.”
Elsewhere, the Peewee B Shellbrook Elks
had their provincials
run cut off in the northern finals. The team had
topped Nipawin and
Humboldt en route to
the northern finals, but
lost 7-0 to the Kindersley Klippers in game
one of the modified
best-of-three series.
The team was supposed to host game two
of the series the same
day Hockey Canada
cancelled all activities.
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The Shellbrook Silvertips were in the thick of the Twin Rivers Hockey League
finals, facing off against the Birch Hills Blackhawks.
In Prince Albert’s
Minor Hockey League,
Shellbrook teams at the
Atom and Peewee levels also had their playoffs cancelled. But for
the Bantam Shellbrook
Elks, who were awaiting

their opponent in the
Saskatchewan
Valley
Minor Hockey League
finals, the cancellation
was especially bitter.
Beyond
Shellbrook,
teams from Big River
and Debden were still

in the thick of the action
in the S.T.E.P League
Playoffs. Big River had a
Peewee team still vying
for a league title, while
Debden had teams in
both the Bantam and
Midget age groups.
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Cool heads needed to
prevail over COVID-19
Close your eyes, take a few deep
it, we’ve seen it’s like before — and
breaths, and count to ten.
actually a lot worse, with illnesses
Do you feel a little better now?
like Severe Acute Respiratory SynGood.
drome (SARS) and Middle East ReThese past few weeks have been a
spiratory Syndrome (MERS).
real doozy – especially now that the
As per the Saskatchewan Health
coronavirus (COVID-19) has finally
Authority, COVID-19 is transmitreared its ugly head in Saskatchted through coughing, sneezing, or
ewan – and, in truth, we’re still in
by coming into contact with a surthe beginning stages of whatever
face that has the virus on it, then
JORDAN
the virus has in store for us.
touching your mouth, nose or eyes
TWISS
It’s perfectly legitimate to feel fear
before washing your hands.
~
and anxiety in a situation like this.
Most commonly, COVID-19 presBut once we’ve allowed ourselves to
News Editor ents with symptoms that mirror
panic just a little bit, it’s vital that we
the flu, including fever, coughing
take a moment to calm down and
and sneezing, aches and pains, and
remind ourselves that everything will be okay. shortness of breath or difficulty breathing.
That’s right, folks. Contrary to what the 24/7
In rare, more severe cases the virus can recoverage of COVID-19 and the cancellation of sult in pneumonia, severe acute respiratory,
the hockey season (and everything else) sug- kidney failure, and even death. But this typigest, the end times are not nigh.
cally only occurs in people who are already
Will things get worse before they get better?
vulnerable, such as the elderly and people with
Yes, absolutely.
pre-existing health conditions.
But they will get better.
For some perspective, World Health OrganiOne day we might even laugh about the zation data from Tuesday put the total number
sheer pandemonium that COVID-19 caused, of identified cases around 197,000, and the
and fondly recall that we lived through days in death toll around 8,000 people. That gives the
which “Toilet paper sold out at Regina Costco” virus a mortality rate of about 4 per cent to date,
was an actual headline on CTV.
which translates to about half the fatality rate of
Until that day, we should all face the threat of SARS (9.6 per cent) and about one seventh of
COVID-19 with commonsense.
the mortality rate for MERS (30 to 40 per cent).
COVID-19 is referred to as novel coronavirus
None of this discounts the very real sufferto reflect the fact that it’s a previously unidenti- ing of those who have contracted the virus. Nor
fied relative of a broad family of similar illness- does it take away from the pain of those who
es and diseases, and because it made the jump have lost loved ones to it.
from animals to humans. But, though its newBut it does tell us that, as far as pandemics go,
ness means that we don’t yet have a way to treat COVID-19 isn’t going to be the world-ender we

often see in popular dystopian fiction.
Indeed, one of the most troubling aspects of
COVID-19 may be the simple fact that one can
be a carrier for up to 14 days without displaying any symptoms. This means that people can
spread the virus without even knowing they
have it.
Fortunately, there are very simple protocols
to reduce the likelihood of contracting COVID-19 — protocols that, in truth, should be
regular daily practices even in the absence of a
pandemic.
First and foremost, practice proper coughing and sneezing edit by coughing and sneezing into the crook of your elbow, and wash
your hands often with soap and water (or use
an alcohol-based hand sanitizer, assuming you
can find it).
Next, avoid touching your eyes, nose and

mouth with unwashed hands, maintain safe
food preparation practices, avoid close contact
with people who are ill, and refrain from travelling to affected areas.
Finally, if you do contract symptoms of the
virus, stay home.
Will doing all these things prevent everyone
from catching COVID-19? Certainly not.
But they’re simple enough practices to implement, and they’re our best tool to combat the
spread of the virus until researchers develop a
vaccine.
Fortunately, Canadian scientists have already succeeded in isolating and replicating
the virus, and they’re not the only ones working
on this. That means a vaccine could be on the
horizon.
Until then, be smart, be safe, and, above all,
be kind to each other.

Gormley: Coronavirus challenges the information age
Besides the inexplicable decision
to stockpile toilet paper – an actual
one-month apocalypse-style home
lockdown would have TP as the
least of our worries – the coronavirus outbreak, SARS-CoV-2 known
as Covid-19, is a mystery not helped
by the modern information age.
Like the connection paradox of
the internet, where we’ve never
been more connected, yet more
lonely and with fewer authentic
relationships, the information age
was supposed to give us everything
at the blink of a cursor. But it hasn’t
turned out that way.
In the same way that the digital
world has witnessed the breakdown
of trust in institutions, decisionmaking and authority, Covid-19 is
an example of the more information we have, the less we trust.
As people dissect and process information, two unhelpful strains of
thought emerge: one, we are being
overhyped on coronavirus speculation in order to frighten us into

behaving certain ways or doing certain things. In this regard, sensationalistic media reporting doesn’t
help.
The converse argument is that
we’re not being told enough about
Covid-19 because the horrifying
truth would cause public panic and
the breakdown of civil order. In
other words, if we really knew “the
truth” it would make a run on toilet
paper look like child’s play.
As usual there’s a middle ground
that you’ll find if you look. Covid-19
is a zoonotic respiratory infection,
meaning originally transmitted between animals and people, and is a
novel virus not previously identified in humans. It can spread very
quickly.
America’s case numbers grew
from 12 to over 1,000 in a month;
China exploded with over 80,000
cases in 12 weeks. Canada has
eclipsed 300 cases. The decision to
declare a pandemic – which means
infections have moved across

various regions - stems from the
breadth of 197,000 cases and 8,000
deaths in 163 countries.
Those who fear the worst point to
recent posts, purportedly from an
Italian trauma physician, chronicling Italian hospitals, ERs, and
intensive care wards overwhelmed
like some terrifying dystopian
movie. It is an uncomfortable read.
On the other hand, some minimize
the threat by pointing to Covid-19
cases that displayed few symptoms
and, though spread from close contact, were more like a brief chest
cold with a fever.
As a severe acute respiratory
syndrome that can bring on pneumonia and severe lung distress,
Covid-19 has killed 3.4% of infected
patients and can seriously strain
health care facilities. The most
susceptible patients – but not all -tend to be elderly and with pre-existing high blood pressure, diabetes
and heart disease.
Time Magazine observes that

the death rate ends up being much
lower when a greater number of
patients are tested, including mild
and asymptomatic ones: “the mortality rate in South Korea, where
more than 1,100 tests have been
administered per million residents,
comes out to just 0.6%, for example.
In the U.S., where only seven tests
have been administered per million residents, the mortality rate is
above 5%.”
Communication is critical, as it
balances public awareness and promoting positive behaviour while, at
the same time, trying not to induce
panic. For authoritative detail, the
true professionals have so far been
impressive, from Canada’s Chief
Public Health Officer, the reassuring and professional Dr. Theresa
Tam, to her Saskatchewan counterpart, the candid and calmly understated Dr. Saqib Shahab.
But even these public health
experts, limited by the evolving
knowledge of Covid-19, on one

hand assure us that social distancing, common sense and hand washing will suffice, yet on the other
hand, support quarantining people
who merely ended up on the same
cruise ship as some who contracted
the virus.
This leads to some of the public
disconnect that psychologists identify as leading to panic: conflicting
messages or lack of clear direction
that results in people filling in their
own blanks or over-reacting and
over-compensating (hoarding toilet paper) to give themselves some
feeling of control.
There is a lot of information
around. And, like so much in our
data-heavy modern world, check,
double check and trust the credible
authorities. But verify.
John Gormley is a broadcaster,
lawyer, author and former Progressive Conservative MP whose radio
talk show is heard weekdays from
8:30 a.m. – 12:30 p.m. on 650 CKOM
Saskatoon and 980 CJME Regina.
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Area MPS take precautions against COVID-19
With parliament suspended until April 20,
but governments of
all levels still operating mostly as usual,
MPs representing the
Shellbrook and Spiritwood regions have
announced their own
measures to limit the
spread of the coronavirus (COVID-19).
In a release issued
last Thursday, March
12, Prince Albert MP
Randy Hoback officially
announced that he was
temporarily suspending person-to-person
services at his constituency offices in Prince

Albert and Nipawin.
“All
constituency
business with my staff
and I starting today
will be conducted via
telephone, email, and
v i d e o c o n f e r e n c i n g ,”
he said in a statement.
“Mobile office hours
held in local town halls
will also be suspended.”
Hoback added that
his Parliament Hill and
Constituency
offices
will continue to offer
constituency services
during regular business
hours.
Concluding by stating
that he and his team
remain “open for busi-

In decade of growth,
Sask Party spending
has grown most
Dear editor,
Recently the Sask Party Caucus sent out a glossy
six page, pre-election brochure costing taxpayers
approximately $75,000. In it, the Sask Party claims
that their investments prompted a decade of growth
in Saskatchewan. If growth were measured by debt,
we have indeed experienced a decade of growth. In
the last decade, Saskatchewan’s Public Debt grew
from $10 Billion to a record $20 Billion.
The Sask Party managed to spend a resource revenue windfall and then some. The Fiscal Stabilization Fund left by the previous NDP administration
is spent. Revenue from the sale of Crown assets
also spent. The 2017 increase and expansion of the
Provincial Sales Tax (PST) from 5% to 6% generated
almost an additional billion dollars of revenue per
year…. yet the province’s debt grew steadily.
We saw growth in expenditures on consultants …an
increase of 228% between 2009 and 2014. Growth
in infrastructure spending … like $2 billion handed
to a French multinational corporation for the Regina
bypass project. Growth in the number of MLAs at a
cost of almost $700,000 per year. Growth in salaries and benefits to the premier’s political staff…a
74% increase since 2009. The Global Transporta-
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ness”, Hoback also said
that he will reassess the
change to constituency
services as the situation with COVID-19
evolves.
On Friday morning
MP for Desnethé-Missinippi-Churchill River, Gary Vidal, followed
Hoback’s lead, issuing a
similar announcement.
“Going forward, I
will be cutting down on
public events and doing
as much business over
the phone as possible,”
he said in his statement. “I want to ensure
I will not be a potential
carrier of the virus or

put my constituents
at risk via my travels
across the riding.
Vidal added that his
staff in Ottawa and in
his Meadow Lake constituency office will
still be available to assist constituents and
communicate with the
media.
“To promote everyone’s health and safety,
all constituency work
will be done over the
phone, or by email,” he
said. “I urge everyone
to follow the precautions recommended by
Health Canada to stay
healthy and safe.”

In a message sent to
her constituents Kelly
Block, MP for Carlton
Trail, said that her constituency office in Martensville will remain
open for the time being.
However, she added
that any business that
can be conducted over
the phone or via email
should be handled that
way.
While her office remains
open,
Block
decided to cancel her
spring
constituency
tour, which was slated
to run March 17 to 20,
as a precaution.
She urged her con-

YOUR TWO
C
ENTS
~
tion Hub land scam wasted millions in taxpayer’s
money while lining the pockets of a Sask Party donor
and Alberta business associate of former minister
Bill Boyd. Payouts to unsuccessful bidders on P3
project amounted to $5.6 million. Penalty payouts to
Cenovus Energy amounted to $20 million when the
new $1.5 billion Boundary Dam carbon capture plant
failed to capture enough carbon.
There has been growth that impacts the most vulnerable. The growth in waiting lists for health care,
growth in classroom size, growth in student’s postsecondary education debt, growth in personal debt,
growth in the use of food banks, growth in crime and
in homelessness. Home foreclosures in Saskatchewan tripled in the last decade.
The only real take away from the Sask Party’s “Next
Decade of Growth” plan is that they promise to continue to reduce taxes for large corporations. Right
wing governments have tried that disastrous approach to growing the economy for decades…… fattening the pockets of the super wealthy who already
have $32 Trillion dollars hoarded away in tax havens.
Evelyn Johnson, Spiritwood, Sask.

Trump another victim
of left-wing media’s lies
Dear Editor,
Every day President Trump is very busy changing
the world for the better.
I watch him speak on FOX. It’s difficult to misunderstand his simple repetition. Yet, I tum to CNN and
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stituents to exercise the
same caution.
“It is important to
remain calm, look out
for one another, and
plan for the possibility
of self-isolation,” she
said. “That plan should
include having two
weeks’ worth of food,
household
supplies,
and medication.”
For more information or updates on COVID-19, visit the Health
Canada website.
For the latest information specific to
Saskatchewan,
visit:
saskatchewan.ca/coronavirus.

listen to what they report, and it’s unrecognizable!
Then, I watch our own CBC and CTV simply regurgitate CNN’s malicious misinformation.
Canadians are fed lies by our media on a daily basis. My heart aches. There is little wonder why we
make such poor decisions in choosing a leader.
Lisa LaFlamme gets a thrill every time she mentions Trudeau in spite of the fact that his credentials
don’t qualify him to run a McDonald’s restaurant
never mind the tenth largest country in the world.
It’s embarrassing!
We think truth is valued in Canada and naively believe the media gives us truth. The fact is we don’t
get the truth and most of us are too busy making a
living to know it.
Conduct an experiment for yourself. Watch Trump
speak and then surf the channels and watch how the
left wing media lie about what he said — and they
have the audacity to call ‘him’ a liar.
We need to thank God for Trump because our country is teetering on the edge due to political correct
stupidity, too much immigration, and limp wristed
left wing naivety, where we had only one customer to
sell oil, and waited until we had no customers before
thinking perhaps we should build a pipeline.
The Maritimes import Middle East oil while western oil sits. Canada shuts down, and our chosen
Prime Minister is too gutless to act. Our education
system produces people who turf out a capable economist, Steven Harper, for an incompetent teacher
simply because we recognize his name.
Hopefully Daffy Duck won’t decide to run for Prime
Minister next.
Earl Irvin Jones, Rabbit Lake, Sask.

The contents of the Shellbrook Chronicle are protected
by Copyright. Reproduction of any material must be done
so with expressed permission of the publisher.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR: In the interest of readers of
this newspaper, we will publish opinions of our readers.
Letters To The Editor are most welcome; however, they
must be signed and include writer’s contact information and
will only be published with the writer’s name on it. Letters
should be limited in length and be typed or clearly written.
We reserve the right to edit letters depending on available
space.
Member of
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Locked out refinery workers stop in Shellbrook
Continued from 1
While hopeful that
the special mediator’s
report will yield terms
that both parties can
agree on, Dzioba says
the union is preparing
for all eventualities.
“If we don’t get a deal,
we’re going to have to
step things up again.
What that means, I have
no idea. But we’re going to have to do something,” he said.
About 800 refinery workers have been
locked out since Dec. 5,
2019.
Tensions
between

Unifor 594 and the
CRC began to mount at
the beginning of 2019,
when the collective bargaining agreement between the two parties
expired.
Throughout the negotiations between the
two parties, pensions
have been the key sticking point.
Namely, the union
wants to keep the existing defined benefit pension plan, which is 100
per cent funded by FCL,
because it gives workers
certainty for when they
retire.

Meanwhile,
FCL
wants to switch to a defined contribution plan
so that it knows exactly
how much it has to pay
— that, or allow workers to retain the defined
benefit plan but ask that
they chip in 11 per cent.
The union has opposed both options,
arguing that they leave
workers guessing about
how much they’ll have
when they retire and
that their overall pensions could drop by as
much as 40 per cent.
Back-and-forth negotiations between Unifor
2033MM1

594 and FCL hit an impasse in mid-October,
paving the way for the
job action notice and
eventual lockout in early December.
Unifor workers have
been
demonstrating
ever since, setting up
barricades outside the
Regina Co-op Refinery
and picketing across the
province.
The barricades have
resulted in court injunctions and fines being levied against the
Union and numerous
arrests of union members, including Unifor
national president Jerry
Dias.

There were about a dozen locked out Unifor 594
workers picketing in Shellbrook last week. Their
demonstration was kept peaceful.

Marcelin Library presents
Greyeyes with gift of tobacco

Gloria Greyeyes (left) accepts a traditional gift of tobacco from Marcelin Library chairperson Lindsay Chmil. Greyeyes visited the Library for Aboriginal Storytelling Month in February, and shared the stories of her mother
Freda Ahenakew.

Enjoy family time at the lake at this quiet and peaceful lakefront cabin!

23 Jensen Bay, Fish Lake – $275,000

Modern 3BD 2BA cabin – 1,320 sq.
ft., bungalow. Stunning views of the
lake. Enjoy water sports, fishing,
snowmobiling, cross country skiing –
year round recreation opportunities.
Call today for more information and
to book your showing – you won’t be
disappointed!
MLS®SK801385

Heather Sarrazin, REALTOR®

Each Office is Independently Owned and Operated

306.883.7449
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New day, similar problems for ag sector
John Barlow, federal
Conservative
Shadow
Minister for Agriculture
and Agri-Food visited
Yorkton recently where
he met with a small
group of farmers.
Not surprisingly the
message he was given
was one of the farm sector needing help from
the federal government,
help they see as lacking
under the current Liberal government of Justin
Trudeau.
There is very little
the Liberals could do
that would be greeted
with anything beyond
derision in a region of
the country that went

strongly Conservative in
the last election so has
been largely left Calvin
without
a voice at the inner circle
Daniels
of the ruling party.
Agriculture
There are of On
course
issues facing farmers
today, including rail
CALVIN
blockades which have
D
ANIELS
impacted rail car move~
ment which are critical
to move Prairie grain to
port for export.
Of course blockades of rate increases.
any type are hardly new
Farmers have also been
to the farm sector which known to slow highway
used them to good effect traffic to a crawl with
to stop sheriff auctions tractor caravans to get
when farm foreclosures their message of needing
were running rampant help heard.
That said issues with
after the sector was hit
with escalating interest rail movements are not

new. They may not have
been caused by protestors blocking rail lines,
but farmers have often
lamented slow movement by the two rail lines
in this country.
There is the issue of access to foreign markets,
in particular to China,
which has been impacted
by political posturing by
both countries over an
issue having zero to do
with grain sales and access.
Certainly, this one lies
at the feet of the PM, but
access to international
markets has long been a
volatile area which has
impacted farmers here.

Whether Bovine spongiform encephalopathy
(BSE) or the trade wars
where the United States
and European Union
were buying sales share
based on deeper federal
coffers, markets have
often been an issue for
farmers.
Farmers at the meeting
also worried about the
declining number of producers, and questioned
how young people can
access the industry.
It is an issue, but not
one related to anything
current. Rural populations in dryland farming
areas around the world;
here, the U.S., or Austra-

lia, have been in general
decline since the end of
the First World War.
The decline here was of
course fed in more recent
times by the business decision of grain handling
companies to demolish
the once iconic grain elevator in favour of concrete inland terminals,
and the rail lines choice
to tear up branch lines.
So the issues are many,
but much of what Barlow
heard was not new, only
reoccurring in slight different forms, some at the
feet of government, others owing to corporate
choices and decadeslong trends.

Unifying the national voice of cereals
By Cam Dahl,
President of Cereals Canada
& Dean Dias, CEO of Cigi
The Canadian International Grains
Institute (Cigi) and Cereals Canada
are moving forward towards an
amalgamated organization. This is
a positive development. If one were
to start with a blank page in designing how the cereal grains sector were
to be represented, we would not have
started with two separate organizations. But that is not how the sector
has developed. Moving operations
into a single organization under the
direction of a single Board of Directors is part of the ongoing evolution
of the industry.
For the last 40 plus years, Cigi has
built a reputation internationally
for technical and functional quality
analysis and support. Cigi has effectively helped to develop markets
for Canadian wheat through training
and information sessions with customers, held both in Canada and inmarket. In addition to these roles,
the international brand and relationships that Cigi has established will
all continue under the amalgamated
organization.
Cereals Canada grew out of the
change in marketing for Canadian
wheat and barley. The organization is designed to be the national
umbrella for the cereal grain value
chain, addressing policy issues both
in Canada and internationally, tackling an increasing number of market
access issues and providing a bridge
between customers of Canadian cereal grains and Canadian farmers,
exporters and research community.
These functions are complementary
to the work that Cigi has been car-

rying out.
Collaboration between Cereals
Canada and Cigi started long before
discussions began on unifying the
two organizations. The cohesive Canadian voice provided through the
annual New Crop Missions is one
example of the benefits of collaboration. Working together has also
benefited the industry as a whole,
which is one of the key advantages of
amalgamation. The coordinated approach to outreach from Canada that
has resulted from our informal collaboration will be cemented in place
under a single roof.
Throughout the discussions on
amalgamation, which have taken
place over the past three years, the
Directors of the two organizations
have been guided by a key question
“what is in the best interest of the
Canadian industry going forward.”
This has not been about protecting
the turf of either of the two organizations but looking for a renewed
governance model that will more efficiently and effectively deliver the
services the industry needs around
market development, policy, market
access, research and communication. A coordinated value chain approach is becoming more and more
important as the world enters into a
new age of protectionism and trade
barriers. Canadian farmers, exporters and processors also face growing
competition from emerging exporters, like the rising competition from
Black Sea countries.
While finances have not been the
primary driver of change, the amalgamation also will see cost savings.
For example, all of the Members of
Cigi are also Members of Cereals

Canada and moving to a single Board
of Directors will reduce travel and
meeting costs. Having leadership,
administration and overhead under
one organization will also result in
cost savings.
Early on in the process, the membership of Cigi and Cereals Canada
agreed to a set of principles that
would guide the development of the
new governance model. These are:
• The amalgamated organization
will be national in scope;
• The full value chain will be repre-

PRINCE ALBERT LIVESTOCK SALES
A division of Northern Livestock Sales

sented within the organization;
• Representation at the Board table
will have a linkage to financial contribution to the organization;
• All Members, regardless of representation on the Board of Directors,
will have the opportunity to participate in the work of the organization
through standing committees and ad
hoc working groups; and
• The organization will strive for
consensus decision making at both
the Board and Member level.
Continued on page 8

To consign cattle or
for on-farm appraisals
please contact Brent,
Glen, Boyd or Frederick

Monday, March 23, 2020
Regular Sale 9:30 a.m.

Saturday, March 28, 2020
Double F Cattle Co. Bull Sale 2:00 p.m.

team
the electronic auction market

www.teamauctionsales.com

Producers wishing to market cattle prior
to sale day please contact the
office 306-763-8463 for delivery.
Your independently owned & operated livestock marketing
facility - working with the producers’ best interest in mind

FEEDER FINANCE PROGRAM AVAILABLE - Please contact Glen
Brent 306-240-5340 • Glen 306-960-4732 • Boyd 306-841-7998 • Frederick 306-227-9505

Office 306-763-8463 ~ Fax 306-763-4620
For market info visit: www.northernlivestocksales.ca
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Highlights of a Shellbrook town council meeting
Shellbrook’s
town
council met on March 16
at the council chambers
of the municipal office
in Shellbrook. Present at
the meeting were mayor
George
Tomporowski,
councillors Lyle Banda,
Lois Freeman, David
Knight, Kathleen Nording, and Amund Otterson
as well as the town’s administrator Kelly Hoare.
Councillor Bruce Clements was absent.
Mayor Tomporowski
called the meeting to
order around 6:05 p.m.,
and council began by approving the agenda for
the evening and adopting
the minutes of its Feb. 18
regular meeting.
With no business aris-

ing from said minutes,
council approved all of
its regular accounts and
financials before moving
on to discuss the future
of the Shellbrook and
District Heritage Museum with guest Marlene
Fellows.
Council and Fellows
discussed a report commissioned by the town’s
facilities manager, which
found that it was cost upwards of $400,000 to get
the building suitable for
public use — assuming
no surprises during the
renovations.
Though much of the
discussion that followed
the report’s findings was
preliminary, Fellows was
tasked by council with

heading up a committee
that will look into feasible options for the future
of the building and its artifacts.
Moving forward with
reports, the bulk of the
news came from the recreation file and much of
it was driven by the coronavirus. At the rink, the
last remaining tournaments, bonspiels, and the
skating club’s year-end
ice show have all been
cancelled. Council noted
that restrictions may
have to be put in place
for ball and pool season,
if things don’t get better
in time.
At the theatre, movie
nights are being suspended indefinitely, Stu-

dio 747’s annual mini
showcase has been postponed, and a Rod Gerde
gig has been cancelled.
In the bylaw enforcement file, council once
again discussed illegal
crossings on Main Street
and the need for more
fines to be issued. Councillor Banda reported an
incident in which a vehicle performed an illegal
left turn on Main Street
and ended up smacking into the Shelltown
Plumbing & Heating
building.
Shifting gears to new
business, council unanimously gave three readings to Bylaw 2020-01,
The Assessment Exemption Bylaw, which covers

ratepayers who are currently on the Tax Free
For 3 policy or who have
special agreements with
the town.
Council followed this
up by unanimously giving three readings to Bylaw 2020-02, the Council Procedures Bylaw,
which was update to reflect changes to the number of council meetings it
holds.
Moving on, council carried a motion to authorize TAXervice to commence proceedings on
a number of properties
in tax arrears, and approved the appointment
of councillor Knight to a
four-month term as deputy mayor.

Wapiti to close all regional libraries
starting Friday, March 20
Effective Friday, March 20,
2020, all Wapiti Regional Library
branch libraries will be closed until further notice.
“Concern for the health and
safety of Wapiti library users and
communities across the Wapiti
region is always our first priority,”
said Regional Director and CEO
Tony Murphy, adding that “in an
effort to work in tandem with our
Provincial Government to help
slow the spread of the COVID-19
virus, Wapiti will follow the prov-

ince’s lead by closing all Wapiti
branch libraries at the same time
as Saskatchewan’s schools, on Friday, March 20, 2020.”
Wapiti previously suspended all
programs and library events on
March 16, 2020, in order to better
protect the region’s more vulnerable library users.
Due dates for physical materials
will be extended, and fines on library materials will be waived retroactively from March 13, 2020.
Wapiti encourages library pa-

trons to hold onto borrowed material from Friday March 20 until
we reopen.
Wapiti will continue to monitor
the COVID-19 situation as it unfolds, and will communicate and
provide updates via Wapiti’s website and social media.
Just a reminder that Wapiti’s
digital services will remain available, including eBooks and audiobooks, streaming services, and
other e-resources. Visit our website at www.wapitilibrary.ca.

We have the ability to livestream a funeral service,
when connecting family and friends becomes a
challenge due to distance, weather or health risk.
Contact us for more information.
FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED
SPIRITWOOD

PRINCE ALBERT

SHELLBROOK

BIG RIVER

DEBDEN

LEASK

CANWOOD

306-883-3500

306-763-3322

306-747-2828

306-469-2277

306-724-4474

306-466-4822

306-468-2244

Winding down the evening, council agreed to
contribute to the Federation of Canadian Municipalities’ travel fund, and
tabled discussion on the
Tax Free For 3 policy.
Having nothing further to discuss, council
set Monday, April 20 as
its next meeting date and
adjourned for the evening.
However,
following
the meeting, Hoare announced that all town
facilities would be closing throughout the week,
with the rink shutting
down on Friday.
She added that the municipal office would be
closed to the public effective Tuesday morning.

Unifying the
national voice
of cereals
Continued from 7
This past June the
Boards of both Cigi and
Cereals Canada signed
a formal letter of intent
that charged us with the
task of developing an
amalgamation
agreement, including bylaws,
based on these key principles. This goal has been
accomplished. Under the
direction of both Boards
a governance model and
bylaws have been developed and are being taken
to Members for review.
Members are scheduled
to vote on this package
this spring with June as
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our target for integration.
This is an exciting time
for Canadian agriculture. We are seeing new
challenges, like the rapid
growth of competitors
around the Black Sea and
the increase of non-tariff
trade barriers. We are
seeing new opportunities
with millers in markets
like Nigeria and Bangladesh adding Canadian
wheat to their blends to
create cost effective products. New plant breeding technologies will allow us to respond more
rapidly to the changing
needs of our customers both in Canada and
offshore. We are seeing
more demands for demonstration of the sustainability of our production
practices; a task at which
Canadian farmers can
excel. World markets are
changing, and the value
chain organizations designed to represent the
industry must continually evolve to adapt to these
changes. We are excited
by the opportunity that
this evolution presents
and know that a new and
more effective organization is emerging, one that
is built on the foundation
of success established
by both Cigi and Cereals
Canada.
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Shellbrook Library news: February and March

Stay and Play kids learn coding with Robot Mice.
(Please note that the Shellbrook Library will be closed,
effective March 20, as a precaution to limit the spread of
COVID-19)
By Dian Campbell
Adult Programming
Our evening and afternoon book clubs are keeping
busy with good reading this
winter.
Our evening book club
meets the second Wednesday of the month to discuss
what each member has been
reading. Recommends from
this month’s meeting are:
Andy DeJarlis.The Life and

Music of an Old Time Fiddler
by Joe Macintosh. The story
of Andy DeJarlis, a successful Metis fiddler and composer.
A Better Man by Louise
Penny, The latest in the Inspector Gamache series. The
Witness Wore Red by Rebecca Musser, The 19th wife
who brought polygamous
cult leaders to justice.
Our Afternoon Book Club
met on March 13 to discuss
The Bride Test, by Helen
Hoang. Our April meeting
will be held April selection
is The Song of The Jade Lily

by Kristy Manning. Copies
of our book club choice are
available through the library.
Come join us for some good
discussion.
The Library has two new
programs this year. T.O.P.S.
Group (Take Off Pounds
Sensible) are meeting every
Wednesday at 5:50 p.m. Join
the group, as we help support
each other in our healthy
weight loss goals.
Creative Crafters is meeting the first and third
Wednesdays of the month, at
6 p.m. Enjoy crafting!! Come
along and show us what you

Story time kids play Veterinarian
have been doing. All crafters
are welcome.
Children’s
Programming
This Month the Story Time
Group had fun learning
about Underwater Divers,
Veterinarians and Waiters
as we continue our journey
through the alphabet using
occupations. The children
enjoyed watching diving videos, playing veterinarian and
making some delicious play-

doh food.
The Library visited the
Stay and Play program at
the Pentecostal Church on
March 12. Librarian Dian
Campbell helped the children to put on a puppet show
using Old Macdonald’s animals. Then they had fun with
Robot Mice (a programming
kit from Wapiti Headquarters). Sixteen children plus
babies, moms and grandmas
enjoyed the morning. The

Stay and Play group meets
every Thursday morning
from 9:30 to 11:30 a.m. at
the Shellbrook Pentecostal
Church.
The Library Makerspace
program meets every second Thursday from 3:30 to 5
p.m. This month we enjoyed
building car tracks, Robot
Mice, Snap Circuits and
much more. Come and join
us for free S.T.E.M. programming fun.

Community Calendar

~
BLAINE LAKE: Wapiti Library - Books, Movies, Magazines, Children’s Section,
Internet, Printing, Study/Meeting Space, Proctor Service, Community Programming.
Hours: Wednesday 12 pm - 6 pm; Friday 1 pm - 5 pm; Saturday 12 pm - 4 pm. Contact
us for more info 306-497-3130, www.wapitilibrary.ca.
CANWOOD: Canwood Branch of Wapiti Regional Library. Regular Library Hours Tues. 10 am - 3 pm, Thurs. 10:00 am - 4 pm & Friday 1 - 5 pm. Storytime: Fridays 2 pm.
Play cards the 1st & 3rd Wednesday of the month at 2 pm. Crafter’s Choice the 2nd & 4th
Tuesday of the month at 10 am.
DEBDEN: Wapiti Library hours: Monday 3 pm - 7 pm; Tuesday 11 am - 4 pm.
Librarian: Aline Hannon
LEASK: Wapiti Library & Legacy Gallery Hours: Tuesday 10:30 am - 5 pm; Friday
10:30 am - 5 pm; Saturday 1 pm - 5 pm.
MARCELIN: Wapiti Library is open Tues. 2 pm - 7 pm; Thur. 2 pm - 8 pm; Sat. 9 am 2 pm. For information on all your library needs, please contact 306-226-2110.
SHELLBROOK: Shellbrook Branch of the Wapiti Library located at 105 Railway Ave.,
West (Provincial building). Library Hours: Mon. 2 - 6:30 pm; Tues. 12 - 8 pm; Wed. 2 - 8
pm; Thur. 12 - 6:30 pm; Fri. 9 - 4 pm. Children’s Story Time: Fri. 10:30 am (Sept - June).
SHELLBROOK: Shellbrook Theatre Movie Night has been cancelled until further notice.
SHELLBROOK: Stew Supper – Shellbrook Senior Centre. Friday, March 20 ~ 5 to 7
pm. Stew, mashed potatoes, coleslaw, buns, angel food cake & strawberries and beverage.
Adults $10; Children under 12 $5. Take out available – Call 306-747-3553

THE BEST PLAN YOU CAN
HAVE IS A TEAM OF ADVISORS
As MarketSense Advisors, Ed and Christophe make it their
business to deeply understand their clients’ needs. With this
team to back you, on-farm and in the office, you’ll never
have to face the tough marketing decisions alone.

TRIPLE YOUR ADVERTISING

We’ll advertise your important community event in our Community Calendar
FREE for two weeks prior to the event with purchase of a

ED BROSCHINSKI

CHRISTOPHE REY

2 column x 2” Display ad for only:

INT E R NAL ADV I SO R

E X T E RN A L A DV I SO R

$

60.00 plus G.S.T. - A savings of over 30%
Available to Non-Profit & Community Organizations Only

Call Now For Further Details
“Don’t miss out on letting your Community and others know of your event!”

Shellbrook Chronicle

Box 10, Shellbrook, SK S0J 2E0
Ph: 306-747-2442 • Fax: 306-747-3000 • Email: chads@sbchron. com

To see if MarketSense is a fit for you, call 306-480-9937
and ask to speak with Ed or Christophe.
CargillAg.ca/marketsense
® The Cargill logo and MarketSense are registered trademarks of Cargill, Incorporated,
used under licence. © 2020, Cargill Limited. All Rights Reserved. Contract terms apply.
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Shell Lake 50-plus Club hosts bonspiel
By David Jensen
The Shell Lake FiftyPlus Club again hosted
their Annual Senior Curling Bonspiel the first
week in March.
Curlers came from surrounding communities to
compete in the event. A
total of Nine teams contested to be the top team.
Guy Cyr and his team
had a strong showing and
went to the A Event final
where he edged out the
Lloyd Fisher rink.
Al Sulymka’s local team
defeated the Wayne Pauls
team in the B Event Final.
And the Ken Grandberg Team stopped a late

comeback attempt by the
David Jensen Team.
The Curling Committee of the Fifty-Plus Club
must be commended
once again for a successful three days.
Many hours are spent
organizing and inviting participants. The ice
makers were at the top
of their game, providing an ice surface which
curled consistently in
both directions. They run
a lunch canteen with the
help of many volunteers
ran the lunch counter,
serving wonderful soups,
sandwiches and pies each
day.

On Monday evening
all the curlers and guest
were treated to a delicious supper of salads,
ham and scalloped potatoes, with a choice of
three very scrumptious
trifle desserts. The best
part of the event was
the opportunity of old
friends gathering to visit
and cheer.
The Fifty-Plus Club appreciates all who came to
curl, all who volunteered,
all who came to watch
and visit, all who brought
food.
This great support has
made it a success each
year.
A Event Winners: Guy Cyr Team. Left to Right: Norman Proirier, Eugene
Lalonde, Raymond Brad, and Guy Cyr.

C Event Winners: Ken Grandberg Team. Left to Right: Ken Grandberg, Brad
Smith, Ken Hogg, and Robert Heinbigner. Missing: Anita Weiers, Nel Heckel.

Highlights of an R.M.
of Leask council meeting
(Where necessary, the following
minutes may have been edited for
clarity or brevity)
The Minutes of the Regular Meeting
of the Council of the Rural Municipality of Leask No. 464 held in the Leask
Municipal Office on Wednesday, Jan.
8, 2020.
The meeting was called to order by
Reeve Cantin at 9:15 a.m.
Present were Reeve Len Cantin,
administrator Judy Douglas and the
following Council members: Grant
Thiel - Division 1; Real Diehl - Division No. 2; Gordon Stieb - Division 3;
Ed Musich - Division 4; Robert Girod
- Division No. 5; and Clarke Gossen Division 6.
Gossen: That the Minutes of Dec. 11,
2019 regular Council meeting be adopted as presented. Carried
Stieb: That the Reeve and CAO
be authorized to sign the amended
Agreement for Gravel with Mr. Raymond Enns. Carried
Delegation: Tom Bissonette, Patti
Henbid and Yvette Hamilton, Pelican
Cove Board Members, 10:10 a.m. –

11:15 a.m.
The delegation attended the Council
meeting to discuss the 2019 Budget
and preparations for the 2020 budget.
A future meeting will be arranged to
discuss Hamlet issues and concerns.
Stieb: That the Reeve and CAO
be authorized to sign the amended
Agreement for Gravel with Mr. Michael Lander. Carried
Delegation – Ed Pacik, Evolution
Training & Consulting 1:35 – 2:15 p.m.
The delegation attended the Council
meeting to discuss the course offering
for equipment operators, supervisors
and Councils.
Girod: That we allocate $10,000 in
the current year budget for training
for our Council and staff to attend the
Classroom and practical day Operators course to be conducted by Evolution Training & Consulting Ltd. Carried
Musich: That the Council Indemnity be approved for payment #1115011156 in the amount of $3,226.25.
Carried
Thiel: That we accept the verbal re-

B Event Winners: Al Sulymka Team. Left to Right: Jane Prosser, Al Sulymka,
Connie Heisler, and Isaac Enns. Missing: Joe Delisle.
port from the Superintendent of Public Works. Carried
Stieb: That we approve payment for the list of accounts cheque
#12596-12643 and 5186-5201 in the
amount of $202,659.43 and payroll
Cheque #2091-2111 in the amount
of $19,530.37 and 11150-11156 in the
amount of $3,226.25. Carried
Thiel: That the Budget Control Report to Dec. 31, 2019 be received as
presented. Carried
Thiel: That the following dates be
set for regular Council meetings in
2020:
• Feb. 12, 2020
• March 18, 2020
• April 8, 2020
• May 6, 2020
• June 10, 2020
• July 8, 2020
• Aug. 12, 2020
• Sept. 9, 2020
• Oct. 14, 2020
• Nov. 12, 2020
• Dec. 9, 2020. Carried
Diehl: That the Administration Report be accepted as presented. Carried
Diehl: That the RM permits the

Thickwood Trails Snowmobile Club to
remove trees, brush and debris on the
south side of the road from Highway
12 and commencing West at Section
27-48-8 W3 for 1 mile and reimburse
them according to our brush clearing
policy of $400.00 per half mile. Carried
Musich: That the Council has no
objection to the sale of the lease land
owned by the Ministry of Agriculture
SE 5-47-07 W3. Carried
Councillor Grant Thiel left the meeting at 4:10 p.m.
Diehl: That the correspondence be
received and filed. Carried
Gossen: That the report from Gord
Stieb regarding the Leask Fire & Rescue meeting be accepted as presented.
Robert Girod: Shellbrook Health Region meeting. Carried
Stieb: That we order and have a sign
installed to identify the Pine Grove
Road in Division 3. Carried
Girod: That the Reeve and CAO be
authorized to sign the proof of loss for
$1,749.88 from SARM insurance for
the grader wind shield. Carried
Stieb: That this meeting be adjourned at 4:40 p.m.

SPORTS
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Splitting Mcdavid, Draisaitl sparks the Oilers
A common refrain
around the National
Hockey League for the
last couple of seasons
was that the Edmonton Oilers were nothing
more than a two-man
team and that two-man
teams couldn’t possibly
win a Stanley Cup.
Sorry, Connor McDavid and Leon Draisaitl,
the
hockey-following
public didn’t like your
chances. Playing on the
same line meant offensive fireworks, but defensive problems while
the other two lines tried
their luck.
Suddenly,
however,
things changed. Oilers’
coach Dave Tippett apparently made a New
Year’s resolution to split
his two superstars —
putting Draisaitl with
Ryan Nugent-Hopkins
and the speedy mighty
mite, minor-league callup Kailer Yamamoto,
and McDavid with a
variety of wing mates
(Zack Kassian, Josh Archibald, newly acquired
Tyler Ennis and Andreas
Athanasiou were among
the most regularly interchangeable parts).
It took only a few
games, but suddenly
Draisaitl stopped looking for McDavid – and
vice-versa — and both
carried on with offensive
fireworks, meaning only
one Oilers’ line had to
concentrate on defence.
And on that theme, op-

posing coaches could
put their No. 1 defensive
pairing on the ice against
either Draisaitl or McDavid, but not both, further enhancing scoring
chances for the Oil.
Edmonton
streaked
to a 15-9-1 record in the
first 25 games after Tippett’s line-changing experiment, which started
on Dec. 31. The Oilers
have become a Stanley
Cup contender again,
challenging Vegas Golden Knights for top spot
in the Pacific Division.
Their power play, featuring Draisaitl and McDavid together, is No. 1 in
the NHL, and their penalty killing numbers are
in the league’s top five.
Draisaitl in early March
was running away with
the NHL scoring race
and — horrors! — some
observers were suggesting the German-born
centre was more deserving of the Hart trophy
(MVP) than his glorified
team-mate, McDavid..
Coinciding with the
Draisaitl-McDavid split
was the arrival of Yamamoto, a 2017 draft pick
who showed little in the
way of the offensive talent he exhibited with
Spokane in the Western Hockey League. But
he paid his dues in the
minors, came up to the
Oilers on New Year’s
Eve and has been on
a flashy point-a-game
run by using his speed

Have You Heard?

BRUCE
PENTON
~
and playmaking ability
to complement his two
linemates.
With
Mike
Smith
emerging as a solid No. 1
goalie (and Mikko Koskinen a solid No. 2), and
the blueline with Oscar
Klefbom, Darnell Nurse,
Ethan Bear, Adam Larssen and Caleb Jones
providing a more-thancompetent top five, the
Oilers have become a fun
team to watch — perhaps
all the way into June.
• Janice Hough of
sportsdeke.com: “Tony
Romo getting $17 million
next year from CBS as an
analyst, almost as much
as he made as a QB.
Seems like a good deal;
Romo is a better analyst
than he was a QB.”
• Dwight Perry of the
Seattle Times: “Because
of the coronavirus outbreak in Italy, five Serie
A soccer matches — including the big JuventusInter Milan showdown —
were slated to be played
without any fans in at-

The Classifieds Have
Everything You Are
Looking For!

• For Sale • Wanted • Miscellaneous
• Autos • Recreation Vehicles
• Livestock • Feed ‘n Seed • Land
• Houses • Pets • And More!!

20 words for only

$16.00 plus GST

$8.00 for each additional week

• Additional words 20¢ • Includes 2 papers and website

Shellbrook Chronicle
306-747-2442

email: chads@sbchron.com

tendance. ‘Playing in
an empty stadium? So
what’s the big deal about
that?’ asked the Miami
Marlins.”
• Norman Chad of the
Washington Post, on
Major League Soccer
expansion: “The league
also appears to be endlessly expanding, maybe
to as many as 90 teams
by 2030. One day, there
might be more MLS
clubs in Los Angeles
than there are Jersey
Mike’s.”
• Kent Somers of the
Arizona Republic, on
Cardinals’ coach Kliff
Kingsbury
spending
$4.5 million on a home
in Phoenix after moving
from Lubbock, Texas,
where he coached Texas
Tech: “For $4.5 million
in Lubbock, you can buy
Lubbock.”

• Buffalo reporter Kevin O’Neill, on Twitter:
“Buffalo Sabres suspend
2020 campaign, endorse
Tampa Bay Lightning.”
• Janice Hough again,
on Twitter: “NY Jets defensive tackle Quinnen
Williams tried to board
a flight at LaGuardia
Airport with a gun last
night. Wow, the offseason has barely begun
and already the Jets are
in midseason form.”
• Comedy writer Jim
Barach:
“364-pound
lineman Mekhi Becton
ran a 5.10 40-yard dash
at the NFL Combine. The
secret was putting the
dinner table right at the
finish line.”
• Comedy writer Alex
Kaseberg: “The Los Angeles Angels of Anaheim
fired their visitor clubhouse manager after he

helped teams doctor the
balls. So now they’re the
Los Angeles Angels of
New England.”
• YouTube video teaser:
“Not news: Change a tire.
Still not news: Change
four tires. Formula One:
Stop the car, change four
tires, and drive away....
in 1.82 seconds.”
• One more from Perry: “Nik Wallenda of
‘The Flying Wallendas’
family fame became the
first to complete a tightrope walk — 1,800 feet
across and 1,800 feet off
the ground — across the
active lava lake of Nicaragua’s Masaya Volcano.
And now for his next
death-defying move: PR
man for the Houston Astros.”
Care to comment?
Email
brucepenton2003@yahoo.ca

PRAISE & WORSHIP
Regular services, Sunday school and special services will be listed.
LUTHERAN CHURCH
Zion - Canwood
Sunday School,
Worship Sunday, 11 a.m.
St. John’s - Shellbrook
Sunday School,
Worship Sunday, 9 a.m.
Rev. Emmanuel Aristide
-------------------IMMANUEL
LUTHERAN
Parkside
11 a.m. - Worship
Pastor Chris Dean
-----------------------PENTECOSTAL
CHURCH
Parkside
10:30 a.m. Worship
Pastor Doug Hope
306-747-3572
Shellbrook
Sun., 10:30 a.m. - Worship
Pastor David Bodvarson
306-747-7235
Canwood
10:00 a.m. - Sunday School
11:00 a.m. - Worship
Pastor Glenn Blazosek
306-468-2138
Leask Gospel Tabernacle
Sunday 11 a.m. & 6:30 p.m.
Pastor Lorne Valuck
-----------------------SOVEREIGN GRACE
BAPTIST CHURCH
Currently meeting in
homes on Sunday morning
& Wednesday evenings
Parkside 306-747-2309
Leask 306-466-4498
Marcelin 306-226-4615
------------------------

EVANGELICAL FREE
SEVENTH DAY
ADVENTIST
Big River
407-2nd Ave E, Shellbrook
11:00 a.m. - Worship
Sat., 9:45 a.m. - Sabbath School
Bible Classes 9:45 a.m.
Sat., 11:00 am -Worship
Summer: 10:30 a.m. - 12
Broadcast on
306-469-2258
VOAR 92.1 FM
Youth Nite: Fridays
Pastor Liviu Tilihoi
Mont Nebo
306-313-8685
Bible Study & Prayer
-----------------------Sun., 11:00 a.m. - Worship
ANGLICAN CHURCH
Pastor Bill Klumpenhower
Leask - All Saint’s
-----------------------Sunday, 9 a.m. - Service
CATHOLIC CHURCH
St. Andrew’s - Shellbrook
Debden
Sunday, 11 a.m. Service
Sun. Mass - 9:30 a.m.
Canwood
- Christ Church
Fr. Michael Fahlman
Sunday, 11 a.m. - Service
Big River - Sacred Heart
2 p.m. Service 2nd Sunday
Sun., 11:30 a.m. - Mass
of the month
Whitefish
Rev’d
Eyad Ajii
Sun., 2:30 p.m. - Mass.
306-980-5916
Victoire
-----------------------Sat., 7:30 p.m. - Mass.
UNITED CHURCH
Fr. Michael Fahlman
Shellbrook - Knox United
Eucharist Celebrations
Sun., 10 am - Worship
Muskeg
306-747-3434
Sunday, 3 p.m.
Student Minister
St. Agatha’s - Shellbrook
Jon Worrall
Mass - Sunday 11 a.m.
Big River
St. Henry’s - Leask
Sundays
Mass - Sunday - 9 a.m.
10 a.m.. - Worship
Mistawasis
at Anglican Church
2nd & 4th Sundays, 1:30 p.m.
Rev. Dave Whalley
Fr. Phong Tran
306-747-2804
----------------------------------------------PRESBYTERIAN
MENNONITE
Mistawasis
BRETHREN CHURCH
Sunday worship
Blaine Lake Gospel Chapel
11:00 a.m.
109 Railway Ave. W.
Rev. Katherine Bretzlaff
Blaine Lake
-----------------------306-497-3316
Pastor: Rick Schellenberg
Sunday, 10:30 a.m.
Worship
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Connie Weimer

WEIMER – Connie
Dec. 25, 1937 – March 10,
2020
Connie was born December 25, 1937 on the farm in
Colfax, SK. There she attended a rural school till her
graduation. She then attended secretarial college in
Regina, SK. After college she
worked for Service Canada
in the Record of Unemployment Dept.
The start of her music career began with her brother
and father in a band where
they traveled southern Saskatchewan. Where she was
fortunate enough to meet
Phil Weimer playing at a gig
and the rest is history. Connie met Phil Weimer from
Kendal, SK and they married
in Colfax on June 1, 1957 and
they had 3 daughters. They

moved to Eastend, SK where
Connie taught singing and
piano lessons; this was one
of her many passions. From
there they moved to Hafford,
SK where she worked for the
insurance company. Blaine
Lake, SK was their next stop
for the next 50 years. Connie
worked for the Bank of Commerce and then retired. After retirement she went onto
work at the Highway Café for
many years. Connie recently
moved back to Hafford, SK in
December of 2019 where she
lived at the Hafford Special
Care Home until her passing
March 10, 2020.
Connie’s many passions
included camping with family, playing cards with her 3
daughters, 7 grandchildren
and 9 great-grandchildren.
She loved music and won
many awards singing and
playing the piano.
She
played for many weddings
and played the organ in
church for several years.
Connie was active in many
organizations including the
CWL, Seniors Centre and
the Kinettes. For many years
she taught the Music Club
Program at the Blaine Lake
School.
Connie will be remembered by her 3 daughters:
Leanne (Karl) Germann of

Grande Prairie, AB their
family – Jayson Protz
(Kara), Dawn Martin (Connor), Braydon Germann;
Laurie (Russ) Cheveldayoff
of Saskatoon, SK their family- Ashley Cheveldayoff (Allen Bekolay), Amanda Cheveldayoff (Jessie Bernier);
Rhonda (Brad) McEachern
of North Battleford, SK their
family- Lindsay McEachern
(Breanne), Mitchell McEachern; 7 grandchildren and 9
great-grandchildren.
Connie was predeceased
by her loving husband, Phil
Weimer; brother & sister-inlaw, Bernie & Diane Schneider; parents: John & Mary
Schneider.
As per Connie’s request,
there will be no formal service held and only a private
family gathering to remember and celebrate her life.
Memorial donations in
memory of Connie Weimer
may be directed to the Lung
Association of Saskatchewan, Heart & Stroke Foundation or Hafford Special Care
Centre Po Box 130 Hafford,
SK S0J 1A0. Condolences
may be left at eternalmemoriesfuneral.ca Funeral arrangements have been entrusted to Trevor Watts of
Eternal Memories Funeral
Service & Crematorium.
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NDP Leader lays out
COVID-19 plan for Sask.
NDP Leader Ryan Meili is calling on the
provincial government to act quickly to respond to the spread of COVID-19 and ensure the supports are in place to protect
Saskatchewan people.
“As things change so quickly, we need
to have a government that’s responding
quickly as well,” said Meili. “The time to
act is now.”
Specifically, Meili called on the Sask. Party government to postpone the budget and
act quickly to develop a plan that responds
to the current crisis; to “get social distancing right” by banning public gatherings of
more than 50 people, including suspending
the Legislative session; and to put forward
a financial aid package for affected workers
and businesses.
Meili specifically called for a financial aid
package consisting of:
• measures to support low and middleincome families, including support for people who can’t access childcare as a result of
school closures, to keep people whole and
money circulating in the local economy;
• wage subsidies for Saskatchewan businesses to keep workers employed, with focus on small and medium-sized companies
and response to regional and industry-specific needs;

• injection of the necessary dollars into
our healthcare system, proportionate to the
challenge before us;
• guaranteed sick leave supports for
workers needing to self-isolate;
• utility and rent guarantees so that no
one goes without power, heat, phone or a
safe place to stay; and
• tax changes to reduce the financial pressure businesses are facing in the short term.
Beyond the immediate needs, Meili also
called on the Saskatchewan government to
begin immediate work on a post-pandemic
economic stimulus plan, including a major
investment in infrastructure so that our
hospitals, schools, roads, and energy infrastructure are built by Saskatchewan workers and Saskatchewan companies.
“Let’s invest in Saskatchewan people today,” Meili said. “If we act quickly on the
measures for social isolation, the measures
for readiness in our health system, and a
financial aid package that really meets the
needs of Saskatchewan people today, we
can get ahead of the curve. We can reduce
the negative health and economic impacts
on the population. And we can make Saskatchewan what it should be: a good-news
story of a province that tackled this the
right way and took care of people first.”

CROSSWORD
CLUES ACROSS

1. Currency of Guinea
5. Avert something bad
10. Sounds
12. Immediate dangers
14. Legendary Tar Heels
coach
16. Californium
18. Work standards
government dept. (abbr.)
19. Coastal Scottish town
20. Triangular lower back
bones
22. Trouble
23. A way to smile
25. Something that is not
what it seems
26. Of she
27. Temporary living
quarters
28. Bag-like structure in a
plant or animal
30. Indicates near
31. Spiritual leader
33. Soup dish
35. Philippine island
37. No longer fashionable
38. Peaks
40. Alabama football team
41. __ King Cole
42. Digital audiotape
44. Open trough

CLUES DOWN

1. Not naturally outgoing
2. Exclamation of pain
3. Polynesian garland of
flowers
4. Surrounded by water
5. Church towers
6. Hot beverage
7. Body parts
8. Travel documents
9. Railway
10. Gradually wear away
11. Measuring instrument
13. Minor dust-ups
15. Strongly alkaline

45. The woman
48. Cools down
50. Turkic language
52. Body part
53. Pulse steadily
55. Embedded computer
hardware company
56. Indicates shape

57. Thou (plural)
58. Odd and remarkable
63. An evening party
65. National capital of
Zambia
66. Tantalizes
67. Dark brown or black

solution
17. Extreme scarcity of food
18. Dash
21. Philly culinary specialty
23. Popular lager __ Adams
24. Snitch
27. Trimmed
29. Greek god of desire
32. Take to the limit
34. Cool!
35. Sound mental health
36. Native American group
39. Test for high schoolers
40. Rocky peak
43. Preferences

44. Bother
46. Call attention to (slang)
47. Snake-like fish
49. Bulgarian capital
51. Don’t know when yet
54. Italian Seaport
59. Brooklyn hoopster
60. Where to bathe
61. Equal, prefix
62. Beverage container
64. Denotes openness

Answers on page 14
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ACCOUNTING

Weberg
Accounting
Services
Andrea Weberg DFA-TSS
Hours:
Mon. - Fri. 8:45 – 5, 7 – 9
Saturday 9 – 12

306-747-2244
Shellbrook

ELECTRICIAN

J &H Electric

HEARING

HEARING

FUNERAL SERVICES

PLUMBING

This Space Is
Waiting For You

CENTRE

Call today for your
Hearing Test!

“Faces you know, people you trust at a time you need them the most”

1-306-883-3997

Monument Sales & Pre-arrangements Available

Hearing Aid Sales and Services
101 Main Street, Spiritwood

Shellbrook – Spiritwood – Big River – Debden
Prince Albert – Canwood – Leask

INSURANCE

FUNERAL SERVICES

306-747-2828 (24 hrs.)
101 Railway Ave. W., Shellbrook, SK

Courteous, professional,
reliable, plumbing, heating,
gas fitting services

Ph: 306-747-4332
Shellbrook, Sask.

www.beaulacfuneralhome.com

TREE SERVICES

Shellbrook 306-747-2896

Jake Verbonac
306-747-9073

1-877-898-8248 (TAIT)

Canwood 306-468-2227
Leask

P TREE REMOVAL
P STUMP GRINDING
P CHIPPER
P BUCKET TRUCK
P MULCH
P TREE SPADE

306-466-4811

Serving Shellbrook
& Surrounding area

General, Health
& Hail Insurance
Motor License Issuer

ELECTRICIAN

GEOTHERMAL/SOLAR

LAWYER

Law Office
DELBERT DYNNA
HILLA KROGH

• Agriculture Wiring
• Commercial Wiring
• Residential Wiring
• Trenching and
Undergrounds

100A - 10th St. East
Prince Albert, SK S6V 0Y7

phone (306) 764-6856
fax (306) 763-9540

Call Mike Bischler at

306-229-4331
Canwood, Sask.

Proudly Serving the Parkland Region

Keep Your Business In
The Public Eye And A
Quick Reference At Your
Customer’s Finger Tips.

Call Today:

306-747-2442
ADVERTISE HERE

This Space Is
Waiting For You

email: office@taitinsurance.ca
www.taitinsurance.ca

Residential, Commercial
& Agricultural
Wiring & Trenching
Skid Steer Service

ADVERTISE HERE

LAWYER

NOVUS LAW GROUP
Wilcox Holash Chovin McCullagh

Bill Cannon, in person,

Mondays 10:15 - 4:30
52 Main Street, Shellbrook

306-922-4700

All lawyers, Monday - Friday,

Preferred areas of practice:
Wills, Estates, Real Estate

1200 Central Ave., Prince Albert

Keep Your Business In
The Public Eye And A
Quick Reference At Your
Customer’s Finger Tips.

Call Today:

Ph: 1-844-369-9969
Prince Albert
www.treetamer.com

306-747-2442

TRUCKING

ADVERTISE HERE

MGB Trucking Ltd.

This Space Is
Waiting For You

Backhoe Work & Hauling
• Rubber Tired Backhoe
• Excavator
• End Dump
Clarence
Hoehne
Leask, Sask.

Keep Your Business In
The Public Eye And A
Quick Reference At Your
Customer’s Finger Tips.

Call Today:

306-922-4700

Bus.: 306.466.4487
Cell 306.466.7420

306-747-2442

ADVERTISE HERE

ADVERTISE HERE

ADVERTISE HERE

ADVERTISE HERE

ADVERTISE HERE

ADVERTISE HERE

This Space Is
Waiting For You

This Space Is
Waiting For You

This Space Is
Waiting For You

This Space Is
Waiting For You

This Space Is
Waiting For You

This Space Is
Waiting For You

Keep Your Business In
The Public Eye And A
Quick Reference At Your
Customer’s Finger Tips.

Keep Your Business In
The Public Eye And A
Quick Reference At Your
Customer’s Finger Tips.

Keep Your Business In
The Public Eye And A
Quick Reference At Your
Customer’s Finger Tips.

Keep Your Business In
The Public Eye And A
Quick Reference At Your
Customer’s Finger Tips.

Keep Your Business In
The Public Eye And A
Quick Reference At Your
Customer’s Finger Tips.

Keep Your Business In
The Public Eye And A
Quick Reference At Your
Customer’s Finger Tips.

Call Today:

Call Today:

Call Today:

Call Today:

Call Today:

Call Today:

306-747-2442

306-747-2442

Your Guide to
Home Services &
Repair Professionals

306-747-2442

306-747-2442

306-747-2442

306-747-2442
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THE CLASSIFIEDS
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www.shellbrookchronicle.com

Phone
306-747-2442

Shellbrook Chronicle

Reaching over 10,000 people weekly.
Personal Classifieds:
$16.00 for 20 words + 20¢ additional
words for the 1st week.

Fax
306-747-3000

Additional weeks: $8.00/week + GST.

Email

chads@sbchron.com
P.O. Box 10, Shellbrook, SK S0J 2E0
Advertising Deadline - Friday: 4:00 p.m.

Subscriptions
$75.00 + $3.75 (GST) = $78.75/year

NOTICE TO
CREDITORS
NOTICE TO
CREDITORS
IN THE ESTATE OF
ROSE IVY AUG, late of
Shellbrook, in the Province of Saskatchewan, deceased. All claims against
the above Estate, duly verified by statutory declaration and with particulars
and valuation of security
held, if any, must be sent
to the undersigned before
the 31st day of March,
2020.
NOVUS LAW GROUP
Barristers & Solicitors
1200 Central Avenue
Prince Albert, SK S6V 4V8
Attention: Bill Cannon
Solicitors for the Estate
2-12C

It’s Easy
to place

LIVESTOCK
FOR SALE

Double ‘F’ Cattle
Co., 11th Annual
Bull Sale - Sat.,
March 28, Northern
Livestock
Sales,
2:00 p.m., Prince Albert, SK.
Selling 50 rugged
Black Angus bulls.
Call Kelly Feige,
306-747-2376, 306747-7498.
View catalogue
and videos after
March 1st at www.
doublefcattle.com
4-13CH

a classified!
Phone
306-747-2442
Fax:
306-747-3000
Email:
chads@
sbchron.com

Did You
Hear?

Zero In
On New
Employees
Classifieds
Work!

306-747-2442

Classified Display:
$26.00/column inch. Minimum 2
column inches - $52.00 + GST.
For All Other Advertising
Please Contact Our Office at:
Ph: 306-747-2442 or Fax: 306-747-3000
Email:
news: chnews@sbchron.com
advertising: chads@sbchron.com

LIVESTOCK
FOR SALE
MIDNIGHT STAR
PB Black Angus
bulls, private treaty,
sires Thunderchild
resource, birth
weights 71lb to
89lb, verified beef
producer, extensive
vitamin mineral
and vaccination
program. We don’t
just breed bulls, we
develop them to last.
4km south of Shellbrook campground
on pavement. Watch
for signs. West side
of road. 306-7479559 or 306-7473321.
17-26CH
BLACK ANGUS
BULLS FOR SALE
- by Private Treaty.
A good selection of
responsibly bred
and fed 2 year olds,
ready to work for
you. Also developing
a pen of yearling
bulls for those
interested for later
use, new bloodlines
from Final Answer;

First Class; Big
Time; Tour of Duty;
Resource; and Upward. Reasonably
priced. Please call
Christopher @ West
Cowan Apiaries
306-469-4970 or 306469-7902. 19-26CH
BLACK AND RED
Angus Yearling and
2 yr. old Bulls on
moderate growing
ration. Performance
info available –
Adrian or Brian and
Elaine Edwards,
Valleyhills Angus
– Glaslyn, SK. PH:
(306) 441-0946 or
(306) 342-4407
22-27CH

HELP WANTED
HELP WANTED –
Head house keeper
position available.
Includes laundry and
house keeping. Call
Shellbrook Motel
306-747-2631. TFC
Classifieds Work!

306-747-2442

SWNA Blanket Classifieds

Reaching over 6 million people weekly.
Cost for 25 words:

Saskatchewan market..............$209.00
One Zone
............................$86.00
Two Zone ..........................$123.00
Alberta market .......................$269.00
Manitoba market ...................$189.00
BC market .............................$395.00
Ontario market ......................$439.00
Western Ontario .................$155.00
Central Ontario ..................$129.00
Eastern Ontario ..................$145.00
Northern Ontario ..................$90.00
Quebec market
English ...............................$240.00
Atlantic market ......................$200.00
Across Canada ..................$1,977.00
Also Available: Quebec (French) ................$986.00

SERVICES

R & D Tax
Service

Income Tax Prep
Co-op Building
Centre (formerly
E & B Lumber)
511 Service Rd. East
Shellbrook
MON. to FRI.,
9:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.

Rosalyn or Donna

306-747-4344

Make Money
With The
Classifieds

Sell your stuff with
a little help from the

Shellbrook
Chronicle

20 words for only

$16.00 plus GST
$8.00 for each
additional week

• Additional words 20¢
• Includes 2 papers and
website

306-747-2442
chads@
sbchron.com

CARD
OF THANKS
The family of the
late Albina Palm
wish to sincerely
thank each one for
their acts of kindness, phone calls,
flowers, food and
donations.
We give special
thanks to the staff of
Wheatland Lodge for
their compassionate
care of Albina over
the past few years.
Thank you to Pastor David and Marlene Bodvarson for
their ministry and
words of encouragement.
Thank also to the
Royal Purple for
the wonderful lunch
provided.
Special thanks to
all whose attendance
and support are
much appreciated.
Thanks also to
Mark and staff of
Beau ‘Lac’ Funeral
Home for their very
professional yet very
personal care. 1-12C

March 19, 2020
Career Ads

Reaching Over 600,000 People Weekly

Rates: $7.79 per agate line
Size: 2 col. x 2” ...................$424.00

Deadline for Booking/Material
Friday at 4 p.m.
Contact the Shellbrook Chronicle
306-747-2442
or Email:

chads@sbchron.com

All prices plus applicable taxes.

NOTICE
This newspaper accepts advertisements in good
faith. We advise that it is in your interest to
investigate offers personally. Publications by this
paper should not be taken as an endorsement of
the product or services offered.

The Classifieds Have Everything
You Are Looking For!

Miscellaneous • Autos
Recreation Vehicles • Livestock
Feed ‘n Seed • Land • Houses • Pets
Help Wanted • Employment Opportunities

20 words for only

$16.00 plus GST

$8.00 for each additional week
• Additional words 20¢
• Includes 2 papers and website

Shellbrook Chronicle

306-747-2442
chads@sbchron.com

Crossword answers

The Classifieds Have Everything
You Are Looking For!
Miscellaneous • Autos • Recreation Vehicles • Livestock

Feed ‘n Seed • Land • Houses • Pets • Help Wanted • Employment Opportunities

20 words for only $16.00 plus GST

$8.00 for each additional week • Additional words 20¢
Includes 2 papers and website

Shellbrook Chronicle

306-747-2442 ~ email:

chads@sbchron.com
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Planning your first perennial border (Part Two)
By Sara Williams
Having considered the
site and prepared the
soil, you are now ready
to select your perennials.
This might involve a bit
of “homework.” Regardless of heights, bloom
period or colour scheme,
the plants you choose
should be hardy for your
zone, long lived, have a
long bloom period, good
foliage and be “well behaved.” If water is an issue, they should also be
drought tolerant.
If you’re not sure which
hardiness zone you live
in, consult the Canadian
plant hardiness zone map
(http://www.planthardiness.gc.ca/). Plant hardiness zones are also listed
on plant tags. Ensure that
these are Canadian and
not American zones –
there is a difference.
Some perennials (such
as peonies) will live 60
years or more, while other will last only three or
four years, whether they
are planted in Saskatoon,
Toronto or Toledo. If you
love it or it’s just the right
plant in that spot, be prepared to replace it every

few years or hope that it
will do you the favour of
reseeding itself. Bloom
periods vary considerably
among perennials. The
bloodroot’s bright white
double-flowers last only
one to three days. While
in bloom, I gaze at mine,
a cup of tea in hand. In
contrast, the Morden
coral bells, developed by
Henry Marshall, remain
in bloom for six weeks or
longer.
The importance of foliage can’t be over-stated.
It’s in your border from
early spring to snowfall.
It’s like the set of a play.
The actors (read flowers)
may come and go, but the
foliage remains. Select
perennials with attract
foliage that in itself adds
interest to your border.
Some perennials are
well-behaved, stay where
they are put and do not
self-seed throughout your
entire border. Those are
the type you want. Perennials that are rampantly
aggressive are called
“ground covers” and
should be used as such.
The burden of placement
rests with the gardener.

Last but not least, think
about water. If you have
an abundant supply, your
perennial choices are almost endless (within the
limits of our climate).
However, if your soil is
sandy and your water is
limited, your choices are
narrower, but there are
still many drought-tolerant perennials that will
fit the bill.
Your selection process
will be further narrowed
down by the site you have
selected and prepared. Is
it in sun, shade or “partial shade?” A delphinium will thrive with full
sun and even moisture.
It will not do so well (or
flower as well) in shade
and drought. Hostas
and primroses generally do much better in
shade. More homework!
Match the shade and
moisture requirements
of your plants with the
site you have prepared
for them. Peonies do best
in full sun and are quite
drought-tolerant “once
established” – generally
by their third year.
Next,
think
about
where you are going to

Double bloodroot blooms for a very short time,
but is gorgeous - and has nice foliage! Photo credit:
Hugh Skinner.
obtain your perennials.
Buying locally is probably the easiest option.
You see what you’re getting and are instantly
gratified. If your local options are more limited in
terms of garden centres
and nurseries, or you are
after that special plant,
there are many mail-order catalogues to choose
from. You may also consider growing your own
from seed. This generally involves a grow-light
set-up of some sort and
planning ahead in terms
of ordering and sowing

seeds. Another option:
plant exchanges offered
by your local garden club
or horticulture society.
These plants are generally labeled and an “old
hand” is usually there to
tell you more about them.
Plants offered at these
events are generally hardy and thrive locally.
Where to find more
information? The Internet has many good sites.
Among the best is the
University of Saskatchewan’s site, www.gardening.usask.ca. Your local
bookstores, garden cen-

tres and library should
have books written by
prairie
horticulturists.
Attend talks and workshops sponsored by local
gardening clubs and horticultural societies. And
by spring you’ll be ready
to get your hands dirty!
Enjoy!
Sara Williams is the
author or coauthor of
numerous books including Creating the Prairie Xeriscape, Growing
Fruit in Northern Gardens, Gardening Naturally and Best Trees and
Shrubs for the Prairies.
Retired as the Horticultural Specialist, Extension Division, University
of Saskatchewan, she
continues to give workshops throughout the Canadian prairies.
This column is provided courtesy of the
Saskatchewan
Perennial Society (SPS; saskp e r e n n i a l@h o t m a i l .
com). Check our website
(www.saskperennial.
ca) or Facebook page
(www.facebook.com/
saskperennial) for a list
of upcoming gardening
events.

Canwood Library news highlights

Canwood Legion member Fay Bruyninckx gives her Flag Day presentation.
As an organizing group, the Canwood Library Board meets regularly
once a month through the school year,
and may meet through the summer
when planning is needed for a special celebration or library sponsored
event.
We appreciate the many volunteer
hours and years of dedicated service
given to event planning, business
discussions, plus donated lunch for
library gatherings, by librarians and
board members.
Also treasured by our group, are the
gifts of craft instruction and crafting
materials by generous, talented com-

munity members as well as talented
library supporters from Canwood and
beyond.
Due to great effort and team support, we are now open 15 hours weekly.
Flag Day
Thursday, Feb. 27 at 11 a.m., Wapiti’s Canwood Library branch welcomed our public school’s Grade 4
and 6 classes, teacher Mrs. Raquel
Olson and assistant Zora Renaud, for
our library’s annual Flag Day presentation with deputy zone commander
Fay Bruyninckx.
An assortment of flags decorated

Canwood’s Library Board members include, back, l. to r.: Barb Person (chairperson), Linda Andrews, Laverne Adrian, and Gerda Bruner. Front, l. to r.:
Judy Stempien (librarian), Sarah Johnson (secretary/treasurer), Sue Debruin (R.M. representative), and Christle Carey (vice chairperson).
the presentation table. Fay gave attendees a history of past and present
Canadian flags and explained how
they should be correctly displayed
and respectfully handled.
A discussion of colours and flag
symbols, including Saskatchewan’s
provincial flag, followed.
With a complement on her earrings,
Fay explained that they had the same
insignia as on her legion jacket and
beret. She then gave the name and
meaning behind each of the medals

displayed on her jacket.
On behalf of the Canwood Legion,
Fay gave each attendee a Canwood
Legion Branch pen and a Lest We Forget bracelet mounted beside John McCrae’s famous 195 poem, In Flanders
Fields.
Juice and cookies were carried back
to school to be enjoyed at lunch.
We appreciate Fay Bruyninckx for
this, her eighth year of giving the Flag
Day presentation on behalf of the Legion for our school and public library.

