
‘O Come Let Us
Adore Him’ 
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Some expressions I heard are 
rather interesting. When 

I was growing up in the north I 
distinctly remember a gentleman 
shout out as you met him on the 
steps of the post office “hay in 
the barn, straw is cheap, grass is 
free.” 

That gentleman had an unusual 
greeting. Maybe he was trying to 
teach thriftiness? 

I worked on the Canadian Coast 
Guard ship the Nahidik. I under-
stand Nahidik is an Inuit word 
which means passage finder. As a 
19 year old I got to see places like 
Cambridge Bay, Coppermine and 
spent most of July in Tuktoyakuk. 
One the officers on the ship was 
fond of saying “no sweat in the 
arctic.” He might have been refer-
ring to the temperature in Tuk-
toyakuk, which is a balmy 16 Cel-
sius, or about 60 Fahrenheit, on 

average  in July. I think what he 
meant when facing a challenge he 
was saying ‘no problem’ or what 
some people say ‘no sweat.’ 

One preacher friend would say 
to me at times, as a word of ad-
vice, “there are bigger fish to 
fry.” In other words, some things 
I needed to learn to let go of be-
cause there are more important 
things to do. 

As we get closer to Christmas we 
greet one  another with the saying  
Merry Christmas. I understand a 
lot of people in England use the 
expression Happy Christmas.

When we say Merry Christmas 
we are expressing 
our desire that the 
other person to be 
joyful, wishing them 
a wonderful Christ-
mas season. 

Christmas is a 

wonderful season. I have many 
cherished memories of Christmas 
in the North. Thoughts go back to 
selecting a tree. Eventually we did 
buy an artificial one but before 
that I would go out and look for 
one. I think my sister came with 
me.  We would walk in the bush 
looking for that perfect tree. I 
never was completely happy with 
the one I cut down and took home. 
Our mom got pretty creative, she 
placed the tree in a corner. One 
side of the tree was usually nice 
but the other side, well a little 
scruffy – not many branches. 
Mom took care in decorating it 
and that tree looked a lot better. 

Wonder if our lives were like 
that old tree before we met Je-
sus ? Because of Christmas Jesus 
came to transform us. 

Matthew 1:21 says (Mary) will 
give birth to a Son, and you are 

to give Him the name Jesus, be-
cause He will save His people 
from their sins. 

I read this and still love this 
“There are many reasons God 
saves you: to bring glory to Him-
self, to appease His justice, to 
demonstrate His sovereignty. But 
one of the sweetest reasons God 
saved you is because He is fond of 
you. He likes having you around. 
He thinks you are the best 
thing to come down the pike 
in quite a while. If God had 
a refrigerator, your picture 
would be on it. If He 
had a wallet, your photo 
would be in it. He sends 
you flowers every spring 
and a sunrise every morn-
ing. Whenever you want to 
talk, He’ll listen. He can live 
anywhere in the universe, and 
He chose your heart. And the 

Christmas gift He sent you in 
Bethlehem? Face it, friend. He’s 
crazy about you!” 

I guess for some it is a Happy 
Christmas but for me it is still 
Merry Christmas. 

Blessings, Pastor Bodvarson 
SPA
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Merry Christmas!
Hope it’s merry, hope 
it’s bright, Hope the 
season treats you 

right! At the 
holidays and all 
year, we’re filled 
with gratitude for 

friends and 
customers like you. 

Thanks for brightening 
our year with your 
support. We wish 
you all the best!

Glen Jantz
306-984-7634

gcjantz@gmail.com
Leoville, Sask.
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Home Town 
Suites

“your home away from home”
#1 Main St., Leoville 

306-984-8085

May your season be filled 
with all the good feelings and 

treasured traditions that make it 
so very special. 

Happy Holidays and 
thank you for your business!

&&&&
CORRAL CLEANING

Derek Toews 306-883-9952
Ron Toews 306-883-7124

Leoville, Sask 

Thank you for 
your patronage.

May the spirit of the 
season fill you with joy 

and contentment.

With Wishes 
 Warm &
       Bright
Merry Christmas 
and many thanks 

for your loyal 
support this 

past year!
Jake’s Plumbing & 

Heating
306.280.0743

Season's 
Greetings!
Best wishes, 
and thanks 
for your loyal 
patronage.

LAVENTURE 
BACKHOE
306-984-7822

Leoville

Christmas Greetings!
Thanks for your patronage!

Wishing you all the best this holiday season.

Leoville Agencies, SGI
Ph. 306-984-2038 ~ leovilleagencies.ca From Lorraine & Staff

Season’s 
Greetings

 
Beau, Megan & Staff 

Leoville Grocery
And Liquor Vendor

We thank you for your
support throughout the year

Phone 306-984-4410
Leoville

Season’s 
Greetings 

from
Leoville 
Public 
Library

Open Wednesday: 10 - 4 pm 
Thursdays: 10 - 3 pm 

Debbie Alberts, Librarian
306-984-2057

It is 
Merry Christmas

Dave Whalley, DLM(R)
First United Church, Big River

This Advent season is so much different than other 
years with the pandemic exploding in our community, 

country, and the world.  Let us not forget that Advent is a 
time of waiting, waiting for the incarnation of God.  We meet 
the Great Spirit in many different ways in our individual 
lives.  We sense the Creator’s presence on many occasions 
when we least expect the presence of God to be with us.  The 
hardest thing that we, as a people, find difficult to accept 
and also realize, is that God is always present in our earthly 
lives.  We are always being guided in all the directions our 

earthly life might take us.  The question that we have to re-
flect on is, are we listening to God’s good orderly direction?   

This Christmas season, let all of us live in the peace of 
mind and soul that Jesus promises by faith in him.  May the 
hope of a meaningful and fulfilled life be with all of us by 
faith in the Higher Power.  May the Great  Spirit bring the 
love that is promised by our God, and may we let that Spirit 
work with us and through us as we travel the highway of life.  
The joy that we all seek can be ours by faith in God.

On behalf of all us at First United Church, we wish ev-
eryone a very blessed Christmas season, filled with the gifts 
that are given to us by God; especially the gifts of peace, 
hope, love and joy.  All we have to do to receive these gifts 
is live by faith in God, worship our Creator, and treat our 
neighbours as we would want to be treated ourselves.

May the blessing of God be with you, now and forever, as 
we wait for Christmas and the New Year and a vaccine for 
the virus.

Peace 
in our time!



Like everything else 
in 2020, the holi-

days are going to look dif-
ferent this year. Health 
Canada has recommend-
ed against travelling or 
gathering indoors to cele-
brate, which means many 
of us will be obligated to 
simplify our celebrations.

It can feel disappoint-
ing not being able to cel-
ebrate with all the usual 
trappings of the season. 

But don’t let that spoil 
your Christmas spirit. 
Focus on what you can 
do.

The whole family might 
not be able to gather at 
grandma’s house this 
year for turkey and stuff-
ing, but a gathering with 
your household might be 

an opportunity to con-
nect more deeply and 
make some wonderful 
new memories.

Embrace the differenc-
es and focus on what re-
ally matters – the health 
of our friends and family, 
and the love we share.

Here are five ways you 
can celebrate what’s most 
important this year:

1. Less is more
Make a list of all the 

ways you like to celebrate. 
Decide what you can skip 
this year and what you 
can adjust. You might 
find that getting creative 
with your plans gets the 
festive spirit flowing.
2. Give of yourselves 

together
Connect with a local 

retirement home or food 

bank to see how you can 
safely help. A neighbour’s 
walkway, shovelled in 
surprise, can make a 
wonderful gift. Tie a note 
to the shovel wishing 
them a Merry Christmas.

3. Share an old 
tradition

What did you love doing 
as a child? Cut out snow-
flakes together and deco-
rate the front window. 
What about watching 
all the old TV specials, 
like the original How the 
Grinch Stole Christmas?

4. Start a new tradition
Perhaps it’s skating 

in the park on Christ-
mas Eve, then toasting 
marshmallows over the 
barbecue. Or have a fam-
ily slumber party under 
the tree. Brainstorm with 

your kids.
5. Change a life 

together
Share your holiday 

spirit with a family on the 
other side of the world. 
Perusing the World Vi-
sion gift catalogue is great 
tradition in many homes. 
Imagine the excitement a 
child will feel when those 
piglets, chickens or fruit 
trees are delivered.

www.newscanada.com 

By Jonathan Worrall
Student Minister,

Knox United Church

If the continued rising numbers of 
COVID-19 cases are any indication, 

this year’s Christmas will not be what 
we are normally accustomed to. It may 
be a Christmas without the usual large 
gatherings or celebrations with our 
friends and families. For some, Christ-
mas is already a lonely time of the year, 
and the reality of the pandemic may 
only exacerbate this pain. 

However, I have come across a great 
many posts on social media which reit-
erated that “Christmas cannot truly be 
cancelled.” This is not in reference to the 
protesters who refuse to comply with 
the provincial health authority guide-
lines. Rather, this is in reference to the 
spirit and true meaning of Christmas. 

We are in the season of Advent; we are 
awaiting and preparing for the arrival 

of the Christ child. In John, we are told 
that John the Baptist came “as a witness 
to testify to the light, so that all might 
believe through him. He himself was 
not the light, but he came to testify to 
the light.” (1:7-8) 

The arrival of Christ is symbolized 
as the light which breaks through the 
darkness and shines upon the broken-
ness of the world. In North America, the 
theme of light in the darkness is perfect-
ly mirrored by the bleakness of winter. 
The days literally do get darker. Now, 
nine months after the outbreak, we may 
feel like we are eternally shrouded in 
darkness. 

However, there is still hope. There can 
be no darkness without the light. From 
the wilderness, John the Baptist per-
formed his ministry; calling for repen-
tance, baptizing and testifying about 
the arrival of the light. John needed to 
bear witness, as it can be all too easy 
for us to not notice the light, especially 
when we are immersed in sadness and 
despair.

As Christians, we are living testimo-
nies to the light that is God in a world 
where it can be all too easy to lose sight 
of it. As John witnessed the light and 
proclaimed it to be the Son of God, the 
task for us as Christians during this 

season of Advent in times of COVID is 
searching for the light and rejoicing in 
it. Together, we can also be that light 
in the darkness by following the way of 
Christ, practicing radical Christian love. 

I remain convinced that love for your 
neighbour, in these times, is best ex-
pressed through wearing a mask and 
practicing social distancing. You can 
also use your phone and email to con-
nect to people who can use a reminder 
that they are cared about. Small but 
powerful acts. These are a source of light 
in the darkness. It is with these acts that 
we can transform our surroundings. 
The difference this makes in the lives of 
others is worthy of celebration. It is an 
unending source of joy. No matter how 
dark it gets, even a glimmer of light can 
shine like a beacon for others. Don’t just 
look for the light, be the light. 

No, Christmas is not cancelled. God is 
still with us. Rejoice!
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Leoville Village 
Council

Mayor Ron Craswell, 
Councillors: Marcel Bruneau, Ernest Denis, 

Sharon Riel, Beau Vandale;
Office: Mona Chalifour, Connie Laventure; 

Maintenance: Denny Laventure, 
Sheldon Buckley, Margaret Andrews, 

Jessilynne Haskins

Phone 306-984-2140, Leoville
email: leoville@sasktel.net

Ron Toews

306-883-7124
Leoville, Sask.

NORTHWEST
 TUBGRINDING

With 
Gratitude
Please accept our best wishes for 
a blessed and beautiful holiday 
season!
Thank you for the gift of your 
patronage.

Serving you has 
been a real treat 

for us. 

Thank you for 
your patronage.

Taste of Home Dining
306.984.1200
31 Main Street
Leoville, Sask.

We’re serving up our best 
wishes for a joy-filled season!

Village Snack & Gas
Leoville    306-984-2208
Best Holiday Wishes from 

Angie, Leon & Staff

HAPPY HOLIDAYS
We appreciate your support & look forward to serving you in the New Year. 

Desmen, Michelle, Gavin 
& Payton Boyd

Boyd’s Garage
Medstead ~ 306-342-4610

With glad tidings to you and your 
family from all of us this holiday season. 
We thank you for choosing us and look 
forward to serving you in the new year.

Merry Christmas!
Tracie & Staff at

Glaslyn Agencies
306-342-2133

Rabbit Lake Office 306-342-7609

www.glaslynagencies.ca

HOMETOWN GROCERY
Medstead

306-342-4711

Weighing In 
With Our Best

We’re stocking up with cheer; to 
thank you all for shopping here!

Season’s Greetings

Wishing everyone a 

Merry Christmas
&  Season’s Greetings
from us to all of you. 

Rabbit Lake Hotel
306-824-2002
Rabbit Lake, Sask.

Christmas Greetings
From the Reeve, Councillors & 

Staff of the 
RM of Medstead #497

 306-342-4609

Christmas 
isn’t cancelled

How to cele�ate Christmas 
in a pandemic



Many people may not get in the holiday spirit 
without decorations and all the trimmings. 

Chances are strong that if you have containers full 
of items just waiting to see the light of day again 
this holiday season, those items are red or green 
or some combination thereof.

Red and green have become the traditional col-
ors of Christmas, just as blue and white symboliz-
es Chanukah. But how did this color palette come 
to evolve?

Just like many traditions of Christmas, the red 
and green scheme has origins that pre-date the 
Christian celebration. Christmas has borrowed 
from many of the customs of winter solstice cel-
ebrations of ancient peoples, including the Celts. 
Ancient Celtic people revered holly plants, believ-
ing they brought beauty and good fortune in the 
middle of winter - a time when the landscape is 
normally bleak and holly plants thrive and stand 
out. Celts would regularly bring in sprigs of holly 
and decorate their homes with the plants, which 

feature shiny, serrated leaves and 
bright, red berries, as a way to 
guarantee a prosperous new year. 
Holly also came to be associated 
with the crown of thorns Jesus 
Christ was forced to wear during 
his crucifixion.

The custom of using red and 
green continued into the 14th 
century. Dr. Spike Bucklow, a re-
search scientist at the University 
of Cambridge, says red and green also were used 
to paint medieval rood screens, which were par-
titions installed in churches to separate the con-
gregation from the priest and altar. Dr. Bucklow 
notes that Victorians also extended the associa-
tion of these colors as a physical boundary to an-
other boundary: the marking of the end of the old 
year and the beginning of a new one at Christmas-
time.

While red and green had associations with 
Christmas in early times through holly and other 
sources, the connection was perhaps best solidi-
fied thanks to a man named Haddon Sundblom. 
Sundblom was an artist commissioned in 1931 
by the Coca-Cola company to create an image of 
Santa Claus for the company’s upcoming holiday 
ads. Until this point, versions of Santa were rarely 
consistent, with his clothing vacillating between 
green, blue and red. He also wasn’t the plump, 

jolly fellow associated with Christmas as we know 
him today, but rather thin and elf-like. Sundblom 
portrayed him as a chubby man wearing red robes, 
likely as a nod to Coca-Cola’s own red logo, even 
though the company denies the connection. Santa 
was featured in front of a green background. The 
ads proved popular and Sundblom’s Santa became 
the preferred depiction. Santa’s red robes perfect-
ly complemented the green background and other 
green components of the holiday, such as Christ-
mas trees and holly, that already had been solidi-
fied as Christmas imagery.

Color plays a strong role in creating Christmas 
nostalgia. Red and 
green are put on vivid 
display throughout the 
season.
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306-427-2200
Shell Lake

It’s Been A Real 
Treat Serving 

You!
Merry Christmas 

and many thanks 
to the best bunch 

of people 
- our customers!

From Joy, Greg and Staff of

Shell Lake General Store  306-427-2044

May Happiness Reside 
in Your Heart & Home 

This Christmas!
Thank you for your patronage.

Heather Sarrazin, REALTOR®

306.883.7449

Living Sky School 
Division No. 202

Merry 
Christmas

& a Happy New Year!
Christmas Break 

Dec. 21st to January 1st 
Classes resume

January 4th, 2021

Shawna Schira-Kroeker
YOUR LOCAL REALTOR®

Ag, Residential, Cottage 
& Commercial Properties

306-441-1625
ssk@littleloon.ca

During the Holiday 
Season more than ever, 
our thoughts turn 
gratefully to those who have 
made our progress possible. 

And in this spirit we sincerely 
say �ank You and Best Wishes 
for the holiday season and a 
Happy New Year!

BEDROCK SAND 
& GRAVEL
Spiritwood 
306-883-7114

We hope 
your 
Christmas
is happy...

...and your 
New Year rocks!

Crown Electric 
& Appliance 

Repair
Forrest King & Staff

306-883-2515 
Spiritwood

With Bright Wishes
At The Holidays
May the coming season 
bring health, wealth and 

happiness to you and your 
loved ones. For your trust 

in us, we are deeply grateful.

MERRY CHRISTMAS!

Thanks to all of our friends and clients 
for making 2020 an outstanding year 

for us. We owe our success to your loyal 
support, and we wish you and yours 

a very happy holiday!

306-883-7003
Spiritwood, Sask.

Guy’s Furniture & Appliances Ltd.
  306-883-2209    306-446-0545     306-463-6611   306-228-4488
   Spiritwood     North Battleford      Kindersley         Unity

A Message 
For You At 
Christmas

Everyone’s talking about what great customers you are!

Thank you for calling on us this past year. 

A note of thanks to my Customers 

Have a Happy & 
Healthy Holiday!

Bookkeeping Solutions 
Catherine Volk

Spiritwood    306-883-2041

Going once, 
going twice...

Our best wishes for a 
Happy Holiday!

Thanks for being such 
great friends and 

neighbours.
Merry Christmas

Fred: 306-883-7368
Kelly: 306-386-7110

Spiritwood

JOIN 

THE
TEAM

BOECHLER-SCHIRA 
AUCTIONEERING

Why a� Christmas colou� 
red and green?



The 2020 holiday season figures to be vastly 
different than seasons past. The novel corona-

virus COVID-19 has transformed daily life in many 
ways. The public has become accustomed to wear-
ing masks while shopping, limiting the number of 
people in public venues and keeping their distance 
from friends and loved ones. Many events have been 
reimagined as virtual celebrations because of social 
distancing protocols. For those with large families 
or people with inherent risk factors that make them 
more susceptible to illness, sharing the holidays over 
video conferencing apps may be the safest way to go 
in 2020.

The following tips can help holiday hosts make the 
most of a virtual holiday experience.

Pick a bright, festive spot
Set up your tablet, smartphone or computer in a 

bright area with a festive backdrop. You’ll want oth-
ers who join the virtual hangout to be able to see you 
clearly. A Christmas tree or a decorated fireplace in 
the background can set the scene.

Choose the right conferencing app
Certain programs may work better than others de-

pending on your needs. For example, if everyone has 
the same operating system platform (iOS or Android), 
you may be able to use an app inherent to that system, 

which won’t require a separate download or login.
Apps also may be chosen depending on how many 

people can be invited in, as some set limits. Do your 
homework and conduct a test run prior to the holi-
days.

Keep props nearby
If the goal is to open gifts virtually, be sure to have 

everyone gathered and gifts nearby so no one is 
scrambling in and out of view.

Position the camera at eye level
Try to set up the camera so you’re not looking up or 

down. Practice looking straight into the camera in-
stead of at yourself in the minimized window or even 
others on the screen. This way you’ll appear engaged.

Use mute when not speaking
Muting yourself (and encouraging others to do 

the same) when you are not speaking will limit the 
amount of background 
noise. As the host, serve 
as the moderator and en-
courage everyone to speak 
one at a time. Choose a 
visual cue to signal when 
someone has the floor to 
speak, such as raising a 
hand or even showing a 
festive picture.

Tune into virtual 
worship

While some places of 
worship have reopened 

to some capacity, others may still be offering hybrid 
services. If your place of worship offers services via 
YouTube or another video platform, gather around 
and watch together and participate just as if you were 
there in person. Better yet, share the link with other 
family and friends so they can tune in as well.

Share dinner ‘together’
Set up your camera source so it captures the holi-

day table. All parties gathering virtually can then sit 
down to the holiday meal as one and enjoy one of the 
season’s more endearing traditions.

Virtual celebrations may continue through the 
holiday season. Adapting 
with some video confer-
encing tips can ensure 
everyone enjoys the fes-
tivities.
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With Appreciation...
we wish all of you

a truly magical season. 
Thank you for your 

valued business this year. 
We are truly grateful.

Management & Staff

306-883-2476 ~ Spiritwood
306-342-2476 ~ Medstead

Locally Owned & Operated •  Open 7 Days A Week

Spiritwood ~ 306-883-2113

May your cart 
overflow with glad 
tidings and joy, and 
may your heart be 
full with love and 
contentment this 
Christmas season 

and beyond. 
THANK YOU FOR 

SHOPPING WITH US!

Jeanette Siegel CPA, CGA 
J Siegel CPA Prof. Corp.

306-883-3022

Merry Christmas 
and

Happy New Year!

LES SZABO 
PAINTING
•  Auto Body Repair 

•  Paint & Windshield 
Replacement 

•  SGI Accredited

306-883-2355
Spiritwood

Norman, Suzanne & Staff

Lavoie’s Machining & Welding
306-883-2315

CHEERS TO YOU!
May your season 

be filled 
with delight. 

May you be blessed with good fortune 
this holiday season and throughout the year. 

Your trust means everything to us, and we 
thank you for the privilege of serving you. 

Merry Christmas
Martodam’s Family Retail

Elaine, Holly and Staff
Phone 306-883-2087, Spiritwood

Torben & Sonja
Nielsen

Nielsen Septic

306-883-3378
Spiritwood

MERRY 
CHRISTMAS

for your 
business and 

Happy 
Holidays to 

you & yours.

Thank 
You

Novus Law Group
Wilcox Holash 

McCullagh

Shelley Cannon
124 1st St. East, 

Spiritwood
306-922-4700

Rene & Sally Turgeon & staff

Eat in or take out ~ Open 7 days a week
from 10:00 a.m. to 10:00 p.m.

Papa Rene’s Pizzeria
Spiritwood              306-883-3306

Here’s hoping your holiday delivers an 
abundance of peace and joy, topped off with 

a generous helping of good cheer.

Papa Rene’s Pizzeria
Spiritwood              306-883-3306

Have a HUGE SLICE of
Christmas Joy!

Wishing all of you 
Merry Christmas 

and Season’s 
Greetings.

Thank you for your 

loyal patronage!

Roy’s Fixit
306-883-2244
Laurie’s Threads
306-883-2108
Spiritwood, SK 

Wishing for the best in every 
language, in every country in the 

world, every day of the year.

Peace, Joy & 
Understanding

Ming’s Wok
Ming and Nancy and Family
306-883-3333, Spiritwood

Due to COVID-19, we are serving 
take-out only at this time.

Wednesday – Sunday: 4 to 7 pm

How to ho� 
virtual holiday celebrations



To say the novel 
coronavirus CO-

VID-19 changed life 
would be an under-
statement. Due to CO-
VID-19, the way peo-
ple interact with one 
another has changed 
dramatically over the 
last several months. 
Despite this, the public 
has proven very resil-
ient and adaptive, often 
finding a silver lining 
while confronting chal-
lenges that might once 
have seemed insur-
mountable.

The holidays are one 

aspect of life that have 
been modified as people 
continue to navigate the 
new normal. It’s easy to 
lament the fact that ex-
tended family may not 
be able to travel or cel-
ebrate the holidays to-
gether. However, there 
is something to be said 
for small celebrations. 
The following are some 
of the positive aspects 
of scaling back holiday 
festivities.

· More personal: Cer-
tainly it can be great to 
see distant cousins or 
old college roommates 

for the holidays. But the 
more people who you 
see each holiday season, 
the less personal inter-
action you get. When 
the holidays are scaled 
back, dinner becomes 

more intimate and ev-
eryone can exchange 
gifts and see their loved 
ones’ reactions.

· Reduced expenses: 
Putting out an exten-
sive holiday spread and 

entertaining 10 or 
more people can be 
expensive. Small 
gatherings are 
less expensive be-
cause there’s fewer 
mouths to feed.

· Ability to 
splurge: On the 
other side of the fi-
nancial coin, hav-
ing fewer people 
for the holidays 
means one can in-
dulge on items that 
may not be pos-
sible when hosting 
a crowd. Therefore, 

if chicken was normally 
on the menu, it could be 
possible to upgrade to a 
roast or something in-
dulgent like lobster and 
other seafood. In ad-
dition, a small holiday 
celebration may free 
up the budget to spend 
more on gifts.

· Special touch: When 
there are only a few 
people celebrating, 
hosts can go the extra 
mile to give celebra-
tions a special touch. 
Create a special holiday 
dessert even if the rec-
ipe is time-consuming. 

In addition, immediate 
family can pile into the 
car to tour the neigh-
borhood decorations, 
something that may not 
be as manageable with 
a motorcade of rela-
tives.

While holiday cele-
brations may need to be 
scaled back this year, 
small gatherings can 
produce some pleasant, 
unanticipated benefits.
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All the Best ...
To Our Customers, 
Neighbours,
Associates and Friends,
we extend our warm wishes 
for the Christmas Season.

Hwy. 3 East of Spiritwood
306-883-2076

Season’s Greetings
With our best wishes and gratitude. 

Thank you for doing business with us 
& we look forward to seeing you in 2021. 

Lise – 306-883-2946   Spiritwood

& we look forward to seeing you in 2021. 

Have a jolly
holly day!

Wishing you a holiday
Filled with merriment and mirth

Plus lots of love and laughter
With joy and peace on earth!

With our thanks for 
your patronage.

Spiritwood Confectionery & Laundromat
 Jan and staff

306-883-2019

Spiritwood Home Hardware
Building Centre
Dennis, Melody & Staff

306-883-2255, Spiritwood

306-883-2760

We are thankful for your 
patronage, and wish you 
all joy and peace this 

holiday season.
Spiritwood 

Motors
306-883-2775

Your local

sales center.

With gratitude to 
all of you for your 
loyalty & support 

we are deeply 
grateful and wish 

you all the 
best of the 

Christmas & New 
Year Seasons

Spiritwood 
Esso

& Subway
Railway Ave. East

306-883-3800

The Massage Booth
Giselle & Jeremy

306-883-2308, Spiritwood

Happy Holidays!
Wishing you health and happiness during the holidays 

and glad tidings for the New Year! 

Town of Spiritwood
306-883-2161

Town Administration, 
Public Works Staff 
& Town Council

from the staff
306-883-2391

Season’s 
Greetings!
With thanks for your 
valued business this 

past year. Have a 
great holiday!

R&L Feeds
200 Railway Ave. W.

Spiritwood

306-883-2419

�e bright side 
of small holiday celebrations



Staff and Management of

Blaine Lake
Ambulance Care

Keith & Diana Woytiuk

Poinsettias and their 
rich red, white or 

variegated color schemes 
are the ideal backdrop for 
Christmas celebrations. 
In fact, poinsettias are 
among the most popular 
decorative flowers during 
the holiday season.

According to the 2013 
USDA Floriculture Sta-
tistics report, poinset-
tias accounted for about 
one-quarter (23 percent) 
of all flowering potted 
plant sales that year. 
Roughly 34 million poin-
settia plants are sold in a 
given season. Indigenous 
to Central America, the 
plant was introduced to 
North America in the 
1820s when Joel Roberts 
Poinsett, the first United 
States Minister to Mexi-

co, brought the red-and-
green plant back with him 
from a trip abroad.

While millions of poin-
settias will be purchased 
for the holiday season, 
many mistakenly think 
their utility ends once 
New Year’s Day has come 
and gone. But with proper 
care poinsettia plants can 
continue to thrive and 
bring warmth and beauty 
to a home long after the 
holiday decorations have 
been tucked away.

· Choose a hearty plant. 
Experts with the Univer-
sity of Vermont Exten-
sion Department of Plant 
and Soil Science say that 
many people mistake 
the plant’s leaves for its 
flowers. The red, white 
or pink bracts are actu-
ally modified leaves. The 
flowers of the plant are 
the yellow clustered buds 
in the center called “cy-
athia.” Choose poinsettia 
plants that have buds 
w h ic h 

are, ideally, not yet open.
· Keep the temperature 

consistent. Poinsettias 
prefer a room tempera-
ture between 60 and 68 F 
during the day and 10 de-
grees cooler at night. Hu-
midity levels between 20 
and 50 percent are ideal. 
Group plants on water-
filled trays full of pebbles 
to help increase humidity 
levels.

· Place near sunlight. 
The United Kingdom-
based Perrywood floral 
company advises placing 
poinsettia plants near a 
bright windowsill but not 
in direct sunlight. Do not 
let a poinsettia touch cold 
window panes.

· Avoid drafts. The 
plants are sensitive to 
drafts and changes in 
temperature. So it’s best 
to keep poinsettias away 
from drafty doors, win-
dows, radiators, or fire-
places.

· Don’t drown the roots. 
Wait until the surface of 
the compost dries out 

b e f o r e 
watering 

the plant 
anew. Also, 
the deco-

rative foil 
wrapper that 

covers pots 
can trap wa-

ter and lead 

to root rot. Remove it or 
poke holes in the bottom 
to allow for drainage.

· Cut back plants. Come 
mid-March, cut back the 
plant by half to encour-
age new shoots, suggests 
the University of Illinois 
Extension. The plants 
also can be placed out-
side in the spring after the 
risk of frost has passed. 
Bring poinsettias back in 
around mid-September 
to early October to force 
them to bloom again.
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113 Main Street  •  306-497-2461 /blvariety

Krystal & Ryan �orhaug

Thank you and wishing 
you and your family all 

�e be� for 2021!!

With Tidings of 
Comfort & Joy
May the coming season 

bring, peace & joy 
and all good things!

207 - 2nd Ave. W.
Blaine Lake, Sask.

306-497-2695

Wishing you much 

harmony and joy 

at Christmas

Reeve and Council
R.M. of Leask 

#464

Season’s 
Greetings!
We wish you & yours 
a very happy holiday.

Thank you for 
your patronage.

Season’s 
Greetings!
We wish you & yours 
a very happy holiday.

Thank you for 
your patronage.

Rural Exteriors
306-497-7991
306-497-2260

Krydor, Sask.

Wishing 

everyone 

Peace & Good Will 

at Christmas

Mayor and Council
Village of Leask

All the best to 
our friends and 
neighbours this 
Holiday Season.

R.M. of
 Canwood #494

306-468-2014

Happy 
Holidays

Village of 
Canwood
Council 
& Staff

Simple ways to �olong 
the life of poinsettias

No beverage is more associ-
ated with holiday cock-

tail parties than eggnog, which 
is a beloved beverage come the 
holiday season.

While it’s perfectly acceptable 
to purchase store-bought eggnog 
in the dairy case and dress it up 
with a favorite spirit, most eggnog 
recipes only feature a handful of in-
gredients and are quite easy to make 
at home.

Rum, whiskey and brandy are customary 
liquors to use in eggnog recipes. However, 
The Spruce: Eats has taste-tested them all 
and believes brandy tops the others for the 
perfect finished product. Enjoy their ver-
sion of “Quick Brandy Eggnog” below.

Quick Brandy Eggnog
1 cocktail
1 ounce brandy
11/4 ounces milk
1/2 ounce simple syrup
1 egg yolk
Grated nutmeg or cinnamon 

for garnish

In a cocktail shaker, com-
bine the brandy, milk, 
simple syrup, and egg 
yolk. Dry shake without 

ice.
Fill shaker with ice, then 

shake vigorously for about 
30 seconds to ensure the egg 
is well mixed. Strain into an 
old-fashioned or cocktail glass. 

Add a dash of grated nutmeg or 
cinnamon as a garnish.

Note: Only use a fresh egg. Test the egg’s 
freshness by placing it in a glass of water. 
If the egg floats, discard it, as this indi-
cates the egg is too old. Only use eggs that 
rest on the bottom of the glass. This will 
ensure the most flavorful drink and helps 
to reduce the risk of salmonella. 

Hwy 55
Waste Management

306-468-3055
hwy55waste.ca

Merry 
Christmas!
Santa says

‘Go Green, 

Recycle’

E�nog is a classic 
for holiday celebrations

Wait until the surface of 
the compost dries out 

w h ic h 
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in the dairy case and dress it up 
with a favorite spirit, most eggnog 
recipes only feature a handful of in-
gredients and are quite easy to make 

In a cocktail shaker, com
bine the brandy, milk, 

ice.
Fill shaker with ice, then 

shake vigorously for about 
30 seconds to ensure the egg 
is well mixed. Strain into an 
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Caroling is a symbol of 
community that once 

was a wildly popular holiday 
tradition but has largely fall-
en by the wayside. However, 
this once-beloved tradition 
can be brought back with 
vigor.

History of caroling
Caroling evolved from the 

practice of wassailing. The 
word “wassail” is derived 
from the Old Norse phrase 

“ves heill,” which trans-
lates to “be well and in good 
health.” As early as the 13th 
century, people in England 
would travel between hous-
es to go wassailing and wish 
their neighbors well during 
the winter months. In some 
places, the word “wassail” 
referred to a hot and thick 
spiced beverage given to 
travelers to help them stay 
warm. It is the precursor to 
modern-day mulled wines, 
cider and eggnog.

Caroling largely remained 
separate from Christmas 
until Saint Francis of Assisi 
incorporated similar well 
wishes and songs into his 
Christmas services. Music 
was embraced as part of li-
turgical services during the 
holiday season.

Caroling today
Many caroling sessions 

now take place inside of 
churches or schools as part 
of choral performances. 
However, with social dis-
tancing limitations in place, 
it may be the ideal time to 
once again implement door-
to-door caroling. This can 
help bring cheer to people 
who may be missing loved 
ones who can’t travel, and 
may even buoy the spirits of 

those who have been spend-
ing more time alone in their 
homes.

These tips can make car-
oling more successful.

· Find someone with some 
musical knowledge to guide 
the group. While everyone 
needn’t be the next star 
singer, it helps if one person 
can help keep the group in 
time and in tune.

· Choose familiar songs. 
Select a body of music that 
is familiar to all. Songs 
such as “Silent Night,” “Joy 
to the World,” “Deck the 
Halls,” and “The 12 Days of 
Christmas” are easily recog-
nizable. The more familiar 
the song, the easier it is for 
carolers to follow the tune. 

Have roughly 10 songs and 
rotate as needed when visit-
ing homes.

· Map out your course. 
Caroling can take place over 
several days as carolers visit 
various parts of their com-
munities. A caroling session 
may last about an hour or 
two.

· Dress for weather. Layer 
clothing and agree on some 
festive trimmings that unite 
the caroling group. Wear 
comfortable shoes for walk-
ing.

· Advertise your inten-
tions. Let others know that 
carolers will be stopping by 
on particular dates so they 
can come out on their front 
porches or doorsteps. Follow 
social distancing guidelines 
if necessary and urge spec-
tators to avoid congregating 
too closely in one place.

Caroling is a great way to 
enjoy the holiday season re-
sponsibly. 
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A Note of
Thanks

Creative Image
Salon

306-724-4414, Debden

and bundles of 
best wishes to 
our noteworthy 

customers
and friends.

Demers Mfg. & 
Machine Ltd.

306-724-2071 ~ Debden

Filled with
Glad Tidings

May your holiday be 
brimming with 
good times and 
glad tidings!

Christmas Greetings 
to our Neighbours, Associates, 

Customers & Friends
With heartfelt thanks, we recall the many

individuals who have helped make this past year a 
memorable one for us, and wish you the very 

merriest holiday season ever. 
Your kindness and generosity have 

made doing business in this community 
a real joy for us!

Demers Shopping Centre
306-724-2104

& Debden 306-724-2207
201 Main Street, Debden

Helping People and  
Communities Succeed 

Warmest  wishes this 
holiday season from 
all of us at Diamond 
North Credit Union!

 diamondnorthcu.com

From Management
and Staff of

Lamplight
Cuisine

Season’s  Greetings
Thank you 

for your patronage!

Victoire General Store
306-724-4800 ~ Victoire

With best wishes to one and all 
for a merry and bright holiday season.

Thanks 
For Your Patronage

Shell Lake, SK
306-427-2255

Debden, SK
306-724-2012

EARL BEEBE TRUCKING LTD.
Shirley & Staff    

306-469-2289 Big River

H & J PLUMBING & HEATING
 306-469-2204          Big River

Wishing you and your 
loved ones a wondrous 

season filled with all the 
trimmings and hopes of 
a prosperous new year. 

Thank you for your 
kind patronage. Your 

friendship really makes 
us feel like celebrating. 

Margo, Russell 
and Staff

Pat, Donna & Staff

Panter Agencies Ltd.
Big River 306-469-2155

May Your Holiday
Be Merry & Bright

The tree is lit, the stockings are hung,
 and the good times are about to begin. 
We hope your Christmas is everything 

you’re hoping it will be.
Thanks for making our season 

such a great success.
We look forward to serving you

in the New Year.

Start new 
caroling traditions



From Christmas stockings and mistletoe to smil-
ing Santas and burning yule logs, the symbols of 

the season are so powerful that people seldom stop to 
think about their origins. But one of the most common 
symbols of Christmas --at least in the United States 
and Canada -- is the twinkling Christmas tree, which 
is often depicted with piles of shiny gifts under its bot-
tom branches.

While most of us take these kinds of holiday images 
for granted, many of us aren’t sure where the traditions 
started or how they became associated with Christmas. 
Whether you’ve always wondered about the origins of 
the Christmas tree or are simply in need of some sea-
sonal small talk for this year’s holiday parties, the fol-
lowing should add some insight into the origins of this 
popular holiday tradition.

A Growing Tradition - In the U.S. and Canada, the 
Christmas tree has become one of the foremost sym-
bols of the holiday season. But the origin of the be-
loved holiday evergreen has been debated for 
centuries, with some historians asserting that it 
has Christian roots and others contending that 
its roots are pagan. However, many explana-
tions trace the custom of having a decorated 
evergreen tree inside the home to 16th cen-
tury Germany, while others go back 300 
years earlier to a tradition that began with 
the Miracle Plays sponsored by local 
churches.

While its specific origin is unclear, 
we do know that the Christmas tree 
tradition spread first across Europe 
and then throughout the world. In 
the U.S., Christmas trees were first 
seen in communities with promi-
nent German populations in the 
late 18th and early 19th century. 
Two communities in particular 
-- Windsor Locks, Connecticut 
and Easton, Pennsylvania -- lay 
claim to being the “birthplace” of 

the American Christmas tree tradition.
Throughout the world, Christmas trees are a sym-

bol of the continuation of life through the dark, cold 
months of winter and are linked both to the winter sol-
stice and the belief that the birth of Jesus brought light 
into the world. In many parts of the world, Christmas 
trees have long been set up and taken down according 
to the calendar. Traditionally, they were brought into 
the house on Christmas Eve and removed the day after 
Twelfth Night (January 6th), and varying from these 
dates was considered bad luck.

While the colors green and red are now synonymous 
with Christmas, the association of these colors with 
the holiday originally had nothing to do with San-

ta, elves or even mistletoe. Like so much holiday 
lore, the origins of the red-and-green Christmas 

theme have long been debated, but the expla-
nation that appears to be most deeply rooted 
in fact begins in 14th century Europe, when 

Adam and Eve’s Day was celebrated each 
year on December 24th. At that time, 
churches presented dramatic perfor-

mances --called Miracle Plays -- that 
were intended to teach religious top-
ics to a largely illiterate population. 

For Adam and Eve’s Day, people 
gathered to watch the “Paradise 
Play,” which presented the story 
of Adam and Eve in the Garden of 

Eden. Since no apple trees were 
available in the middle of winter 
to represent the Tree of Good 
and Evil on stage, a pine tree 

with apples tied to its branches 
was used instead.

The use of a “makeshift” 
apple tree worked so well 
that many churches ad-
opted its use. The “Para-
dise Tree” eventually 
became so popular in Ger-
many that people started 
to erect evergreen trees in 
their homes and decorate 

them with red apples. Over time, the green of the trees 
and the red of the apples became widely associated 
with the celebration of Christmas.

Light Up the Holiday - Before the invention of the 
light bulb, families in many parts of the world brought 
light into their homes during the cold holiday season 
by placing candles in their Christmas trees. While this 
custom was extremely dangerous and caused many 
fires, it wasn’t until the early 20th century that most 
people had access to electric Christmas tree lights. 
Edward H. Johnson, a friend and business partner of 
Thomas Edison, was the first to string together lights 
for the purpose of decorating a Christmas tree in 1882. 
However, Christmas light 
kits were not available un-
til 1903 and, until then, 
only very wealthy families 
could afford to light up 
their trees. 
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Merry Christmas
From Our House 

To Yours
May the coming season deliver an 

abundance of peace, joy and happiness 
to your home.

Big River, Saskatchewan

 We wish everyone a 
Happy & Safe Holiday!

SERVING BIG RIVER
Cory & Kerri

BIG RIVER 
AUTOBODY

Merry  Christmas 
       & Happy New 
                     Year!

Season’s
Greetings

May all the joys of a 
sweet, old-fashioned 
Christmas be yours.
Thank you for being 

such loyal customers.

From Management 
& Staff of

Big River
Truck &
Trailer

306-469-2471

Lens Trucking

306-469-4411
Big River

Midtown
Holdings

Jeff, Gerald & Staff
Big River 

306-469-5666

Ritchie
Construction

Ltd.
George, Arlene

and staff

Third
& Main

and
Thelma &
Louise’s 
Lounge

Phone
306-469-4488

Big RiverWanda and Staff

Here’s hoping your holiday season is just the way you like 
it. It’s always a pleasure to serve folks like you and we 
sincerely appreciate your dining with us this past year

‘Unearthing the origins
of the Christmas tree
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Exchanging gifts 
with loved ones is a 

holiday season tradition. 
That tradition figures 
to continue this year, 
though families will al-
most certainly have to 
adjust the ways they ex-
change gifts.

The outbreak of the 
novel coronavirus CO-
VID-19 in the winter of 
2019-20 changed how 
people across the globe 
live their lives. Social 
distancing guidelines 
encouraged people to 
limit get-togethers, par-

ticularly indoor gather-
ings. Experts anticipate 
restrictions on indoor 
gatherings will contin-
ue in the early part of 
the winter of 2020-21, 
which could force fami-
lies to rethink how they 
get together during the 
holiday season.

Families also may 
want to think outside 
the box when buying 
gifts for their loved ones, 
targeting items that can 
make social distancing 
easier. The following gift 
ideas can make a social-
ly distant holiday season 
that much more special 
for a loved one.

Streaming 
subscription

Movie theaters have 
been closed for months 
in many areas. But mov-
ie lovers still want to see 
their favorite flicks, so a 
streaming subscription 
to a service such as Netf-
lix or Amazon Prime can 
be just what they need to 
stay entertained while 
social distancing this 
winter. For fans of clas-
sic films, including indie 
movies, foreign films 
and big studio produc-
tions, a subscription to 
the Criterion Channel 
might make the perfect 
gift. Curated by the Cri-
terion Collection, this 
streaming service pro-
vides access to a library 
of more than 1,000 clas-
sic and contemporary 
films, making it an ideal 
gift for the family film 
buff.

Cooking classes
Many people have spent 

the last several months 
honing their culinary 
skills. Gift givers can help 
them take those skills to 
the next level by enrolling 
them in online cooking 
classes. The options are 
endless and some even in-
clude access to legendary 
celebrity chefs like Gor-
don Ramsay. Many online 
cooking classes feature 
monthly memberships 
or single classes, making 
them ideal for loved ones 
of all skill and interest lev-
els.

Technology
Technology has helped 

many people stay con-
nected with friends and 
family while social dis-
tancing, so a new tablet, 
laptop or desktop comput-
er can be just what people 
need to fully engage in 
family Zoom sessions 
or weekly virtual happy 
hours with coworkers and 
friends. If a new tablet 
or laptop stretches your 
budget, consider a pair 
of noise-canceling head-
phones, which can make 
it easier to concentrate 
while working remotely in 

a crowded house.
Crafting kit

Hobbyists may have had 
their passions for crafting 
reinvigorated while so-
cial distancing, making a 
crafting kit an ideal gift to 
help them fill their down-

time. Beginner’s kits also 
can make an ideal gift for 
novices looking for an en-
gaging, time-consuming 
hobby.

Certain gifts can be a 
perfect fit during a social-
ly distant holiday season.
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Tidings of Comfort & Joy
At Christmastime, may the company of loved 
ones present and the fond memories of those 

who have passed surround you with happiness 
and fill your heart with peace.

We wish you all the very best this holiday season.

Shellbrook 306-747-2828 – Spiritwood 306-883-3500  
Big River 306-469-2277 – Debden 306-724-4474 

Prince Albert 306-763-3322 – Canwood 306-468-2244  
Leask 306-466-4822

Wishing you 
and your family a
Merry Christmas

& Happy New Year!

PEARMAN 
GRAIN LTD. 

306-374-1968
Saskatoon

Thank You For 
Your Patronage!

With best wishes to
you and yours for a

joyous holiday season.

Ag-Ray Seeds
& Processing

306-747-8203
Parkside

The holidays bring many gifts, but none
are more precious than the gift of

your support and friendship.
Thank you for contributing

to our success
Management &

Board of Directors
Honeywood (Dr. A.J. Porter)

Heritage Nursery
Parkside

Thanks & 
Best Wishes 
All Around
It’s friends and customers like all of you 
who make our season bright!

David Moe
SGI Motor License Issuer
Parkside General Store ~ 306-747-2275

SeaSon’S GreetinGS!
SGI Certified Inspection Station for heavy trucks and trailers

Welding  •   Repair  •   Heavy Duty Mechanics
Email: parksidewelding@gmail.com •  Parkside

‘Gifts that can make
social distancing more enjoyable



Origins: Though few people still bother with it, the 
burning of the yule log was at one time one of the 

most firmly entrenched customs of Christmas. Every-
thing to do with the fireplace was fraught with ritual — 
certain formulas had to be followed very carefully lest 
disaster befall the household in the upcoming year.

It was unlucky to buy a yule log. Lucky ones were ob-
tained from one’s own land or from a neighbor’s wood. 
Often a stump or a root (not necessarily a proper log at all), it 
was brought home on Christmas Eve and laid in the hearth.

The first step towards lighting the yule log was fetching 
the carefully-preserved scrap of the previous year’s log from 
under the homeowner’s bed. Having done its job of keeping 
the house safe from fire and 
lightning since the last festive 
season, it was now used to light 
the new log. The new log had 
to catch fire during the first at-
tempt at lighting it; its failure 
to do so was a sign of misfor-
tune coming to the family. 
Such an important duty had to 
be handled gravely. And clean 
hands only, please — to at-
tempt to light the log with dirty 
hands would have been an un-

forgiveable sign of disrespect.
Once lit, the log had to be kept burning for twelve hours. 

This was not always an easy task, as special caution was giv-
en against stirring the embers during the lengthy Christmas 
Eve supper. The log could not be tended as long as any scrap 
of the dinner remained on the table, or while anyone was still 

eating.
As the log burned, people 

told ghost stories and tales of 
olden times whilst drinking 
cider. Shadows cast upon the 
wall were carefully scrutinized, 
for it was well known that a 
“headless” shadow foretold the 
death of the person casting it 
within the year.

Similar to the yule log was 
the Christmas candle. It too 
was lit on Christmas Eve, usu-

ally just at dusk. Care was taken to keep it burning at 
least as long as the hosts were still up (if not all night, 
depending on regional custom). Like the yule log, a 
proper Christmas candle could not be bought, so gro-
cers made a practice of handing them out to customers. 
A bit of the burnt-down candle was also preserved from 
one year to the next as a lucky charm for the household.

A much more popular version of the yule log is avail-
able to modern society — the “buche de noel.” Rolled, frosted 
in chocolate, and decorated to look like a yule log, this sponge 
cake is served as part of the Christmas Eve meal in France 
called reveillon, which takes place after midnight Mass.
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May your 
holiday shine 

brightly with joy 
and good fortune 

that continue 
throughout the 

new year.

Merry 
Christmas!

 

 

ADAM BRAD WELDING LTD.  
 

• COMPETITIVE RATES 
• FREE ESTIMATES 

• IN SHOP & MOBILE WELDING  
 

• SECOR CERTIFIED (SAFETY DESIGNATION) 
• CWB 47.1 W59 DIVISON 2 WELDING SHOP 

 

(306) 960-0835 
adambrad36@gmail.com 

 
321 SERVICE ROAD EAST 

SHELLBROOK 

 

ADAM BRAD 
WELDING LTD.

321 Service Rd. E.
Shellbrook

(306) 960-0835

Paul & Kelly Bourgeault, 
Paul Beaulieu, & Gavin Holcomb

Wishing You
  a Holiday
     Rich in
       Blessings

Love, friendship, health, 
happiness, peace, goodwill and 
contentment... we hope your 
holiday season is �lled with all 
the things that matter most.

Serving you has been our
pleasure. Merry Christmas!

Trimmed 
With A Wish

Here’s hoping your 
holiday is a cut above 
the rest! I loved every 
minute of serving you 

this year, thanks!

Carla’s
Hair Place

306-747-7746
Gift Certificates 

Available for the 
Hard-To-Buy-For

J & R Meats

Shellbrook                  306-747-2919

Merry 
Christmas!

Thank you 
for lighting 
up our year 

with your 
patronage.

&J HElectric
Shellbrook, Sask.
306-747-9073

In The Holiday
SPIRIT

Shellbrook

We’d like to thank all of you 
who have helped to make our 
spirits bright this year with 

your friendship and support. 
Merry Christmas!

‘Arc the Shellbrook 
Welder sings...

...‘Have a Happy Happy 
Happy Holiday!’

Thank you for your support!

Curtis & Kyle 
Simmonds

306.961.7431

‘�e origin �
the Yule log

Nineteenth century political 
cartoonist Thomas Nast was 

among the most influential people 
of his time, and chances are he’s still 
influencing the lives of millions of 

young people today, more than a cen-
tury after his death. In addition to his 
political cartoons, which histo-
rians feel are invaluable tools 
in helping to understand 
how nineteenth cen-
tury Americans 
felt about their 
country’s civil 
war, Nast created 
the now-iconic image 
of Santa Claus. Nast, 

who was born in 1840, created the 
image in 1863 after his wife read 
him Clement Clark Moore’s poem “A 

Visit from Saint Nicholas.” 
Though the image of 
Santa Claus has evolved 

from Nast’s original in 
1863, he is credited 
with forming the basis 

of the popular depic-
tions of Santa that have 
become synonymous 
with the holiday season.

Did
you know? rians feel are invaluable tools 

in helping to understand 
how nineteenth cen-

the now-iconic image 
of Santa Claus. Nast, 

Visit from Saint Nicholas.” 
Though the image of 
Santa Claus has evolved 

of the popular depic
tions of Santa that have 
become synonymous 
with the holiday season.

rians feel are invaluable tools 
in helping to understand 

-

the now-iconic image 
of Santa Claus. Nast, 

Visit from Saint Nicholas.” 
Though the image of 

tions of Santa that have 
become synonymous 
with the holiday season.



The holidays often involve pur-
chasing gifts for close friends 

and loved ones as well as making a de-
licious meal the entire family will love. 
But nothing sets the holiday scene and 
overall mood more so than beautiful 
decorations and other seasonal accou-
trements.

Many people leave no room un-
touched for the holidays, meaning color 
schemes or trinkets may 
carry through from top to 
bottom. Decking the halls 
this season can be made 
even easier with some of 
these handy ideas.

Holiday timeline
If you keep holiday photo cards each 

year, put them in chronological order 
and hang them from a piece of garland 
from the mantel or drape on a stair-
case banister. This can be a fun way 
to see how your own children or other 
members of the family have grown.

Make mini evergreen displays
Clip your favorite pieces of ever-

green and push the stems 
into floral foam. Display 
in small vases or other 
containers and place in 
groupings to emulate an 
evergreen forest.

Plan the outside
Exterior illumination 

and other exterior deco-
rations share the holiday 
spirit with others. It can 
be overwhelming trying 
to visualize it all with-
out a plan in place. Take 
a photo of the house and 
map out where you want 
lights and decorations 
to go. Then with your 
“map” in hand, you can 
more readily purchase 
supplies and start deco-
rating.

Go for a specific natural 
color scheme

If you desire an overall holiday feel but 
aren’t interested in Santa figurines or 
kitschy elements, decorating with color 
in mind can be key. It’s easy to tie things 
together with some natural elements in 
your desired palette. For example, white, 
gold and green may look beautiful. Put 
boxwood clippings and white amaryllis 
flowers together. Pine cones, twigs and 
holly pieces also can add touches to man-
tels, doorways and table centerpieces.

Ornaments elsewhere
Who says ornaments only have to go 

on a tree? Display antique or favorite or-
naments by hanging them 
from beautiful ribbons 

throughout the home.
Scent the scene

Hang something aromatic on the tree 
to mingle with the pine. Fresh cinna-
mon sticks tied with twine or ribbon 
can be nestled among the boughs. An-
other scented idea is to make pine cone 
candles and use pine or cinnamon scents 
to make them smell just like the season.

Holiday decorating gets a hand from 
some creative ideas. Always follow safe-
ty precautions, especially when using 
candles, hanging lights and plugging in 
multiple items to electric sockets. With 
ingenuity and safety in mind, holiday 
decorations can be extra special.
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Hannigan Honey 
306-747-3299     hanniganhoney@sasktel.net

It’s been a real treat for us to serve you, and we wish you 
all the trimmings of a truly spectacular holiday season.

How sweet it is, 
to find ourselves right here 

at the holidays, amongst good 
friends and neighbours like you.

Ho! Ho! Ho!

TIM FEATHERSTONE
Project Management - Sewer & Water

General Excavation
Shellbrook •  306-747-2466

We hope you

DIG
the Happy Holidays, as 

much as we do.

�ank you 
to everyone 

for your support 
this year.

Dr. Denise Koeberlin
Dental Clinic

306-747-2555
Denise, Meg, Carmellie, Cher, Tracey & Raeleen

Season’s Greetings

Neighbourhood Caterers
306-747-7413

Hope your holiday serves up a
 hearty portion of peace plus an 
extra helping of joy. We know 

serving you has been a real joy for us.

for your 
business and 

Happy 
Holidays to 

you & yours.

Thank 
You

Novus Law Group
Wilcox Holash 

McCullagh

Bill Cannon
52 Main Street, 

Shellbrook
306-922-4700

From all 
of us at 

Scotiabank 
it has been 

our pleasure 
to serve fine 

folks like you.

Season’s 
Greetings

306-747-2623
Shellbrook, SK

Merry Christmas
with many thanks, 

and I’d like to extend to each one of you
...my very best wishes and gratitude too!

Shellbrook 
306-747-2222

Parkland Therapeutic 
Massage

With Best Wishes
 At the Holidays

We’re displaying our holiday cheer
To thank you all for stopping here - 

And for your friendship and courtesy too
We’re extra grateful to all of you!

306-747-2551
Holbein

‘Home holiday
decorating ideas



The holiday 
season is 

steeped in tradi-
tion. Baking is 
one tradition that 
comes with the 
holiday territory.

Many people 
may only bake in 
November and 
December, so it’s 
u n d e r s t a n d a b l e 
if they’re a little 
rusty come the 
holiday season. 
These baking tips 
can lead to successful 
yields of cookies, cakes 
and other holiday treats.

Follow the recipe 
carefully

When cooking, it is 
easy to add an extra 
dash of this or a pinch 
of that. But baking is a 

science and the ingre-
dients are used in a ra-
tio to produce a desired 
chemical reaction while 
cooking. To ensure suc-
cess, do not substitute 
ingredients unless the 
recipe tells you how to 
do so, and measure each 
addition carefully.

Spoon out your 
measurements

It can be tempting to 
dig a measuring cup 
right into a bag of flour, 
but scooping packs the 
ingredients down - po-
tentially causing you 
to use more than the 
recipe calls for. Instead, 
spoon the flour into 
your measuring cup 
gently and use a straight 
edge to level it out. Even 
better, use a scale and 
metric measurements 
to ensure exact amounts 
of wet and dry ingredi-
ents.

Read up on 
temperature

Certain ingredients, 
like butter and eggs, 
are temperature-depen-
dent. Cold butter in bis-
cuits helps them to rise 
up flaky and delicious. 
Eggs brought to room 
temperature enable the 

emulsification process 
to work more readily. 
The difference in tem-
perature can mean a 
completely different 
chemical reaction, so 
follow the recipe ac-
cordingly.

Calibrate the oven
Purchase an oven 

thermometer, set your 
oven to 350 F, the stan-
dard baking tempera-
ture, and see what the 
thermometer reads. If 
it is different, adjust 
cooking times accord-
ingly or have the oven 
repaired. Cooking at 
the wrong temperature 
might mean the recipe 
doesn’t turn out right.
Use unsalted butter

Most recipes will call 
for unsalted butter so 
you aren’t adding un-
wanted sodium to the 
recipe, affecting dough 
consistency and flavor.

Position pans 
centrally

Pans should be on the 
center rack of the oven. 
If the oven isn’t wide 
enough to put multiple 
pans side by side, place 
them on different racks 
and slightly offset them 
to enable air circula-
tion.

Use parchment 
paper

This unsung hero of 
baking can keep cookies 
from spreading out on 

baking sheets, prevent 
cakes from sticking to 
pans and may even help 
batter and dough bake 
evenly.

Flip cakes
Cool cakes upside 

down on a cooling rack. 
This will help flatten out 
the tops, which makes it 
easier to stack and level 
cakes for layered cakes.

A few tips can go a 
long way to helping 
holiday baking go more 
smoothly.
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151 Service Road East, 
Shellbrook, SK

306-747-6100 • 306-747-2213 • Fax 306-747-3707 
Toll-Free 1-888-466-2237  

We take this opportunity to 
Thank You 

for your friendship & support over the past 
years. We look forward to serving you in 

2021 and wish you health, happiness 
and prosperity in the New Year.

221 Service Road East, 
Shellbrook, SK

306-747-2213 • Fax 306-747-3707 
Toll-Free 1-888-466-2237 

www.naberford.com

NABER FORD SALES

151 Service Road East, 

Season’s Greetings!Season’s Greetings!

We take this 

Thanks Friends!
With Season’s Greetings to you and your kin,  

We’re really grateful for you droppin’ in!
Dave, Heather & Staff

  Parkland  Meats Ltd. 
   306-747-3939       Shellbrook

May your cart overflow with 
glad tidings & joy!

May your heart be full with 
love & contentment

this holiday season & beyond

Thank you for 
shopping with us!

SHELLBROOK BIGWAY
306-747-3623

At This Special Time Of Year...
We want to give you our warmest 

wishes for a holiday season 
that’s magical in every way. 

Happy Holidays
Council and Staff

R.M. of Shellbrook #493
CHEVROLET

Merry 
Christmas!
Thanks for visiting 

and we look forward 
to serving you 

in 2021.

306-747-2411
Shellbrook

Shellbrook Funeral HomeShellbrook Funeral Home
The Staff at 

Shellbrook Funeral Home 
wish you a Merry 

Christmas and all the 
best in the new year!

www.shellbrookfh.ca

Shellbrook’s Longest Serving Funeral Home!Shellbrook’s Longest Serving Funeral Home!

�anking You Is 
at the Top of Our 

To-Do List
Please stop in for all your gi� giving 

needs! We’re here to serve you! 

Merry Christmas!
Shellbrook 

Home 
Hardware

105 1st Ave. West
306-747-2616 • Shellbrook

homehardware.ca

Cheers!
Here’s to the greatest 
bunch of people we 

know ... our customers!
Merry Christmas and 

sincere thanks

Brad & Staff
Shellbrook Hotel

Shellbrook
Pharmacy
Krista, Stacy 

& Staff

... And thanks to you, 
our customers, for 

your loyal support. We 
feel blessed to have 
you as our friends & 
neighbours. Have a 
wonderful holiday.

Holiday
baking pointers



Traditions are the glue 
that hold many cele-

brations together. Individu-
als and families embrace 
many customs that serve as 
the script for commemorat-
ing year-end holidays.

Some celebrants may ad-
here to traditions without 
really knowing how they 
began or why they con-

tinue. Here is a closer look 
at some of the most popu-
lar traditions tied to New 
Year’s Eve, both domesti-
cally and around the world.

Drinking champagne
The use of champagne for 

celebrations is rooted in the 
Christian ritual of consum-
ing wine during the Eu-
charist. In the year 496, a 

wine from the Champagne 
region of France was of-
fered during the baptism 
of the Frankish warrior 
Clovis, according to the 
Champagne Committee of 
France. It then became cus-
tomary for champagne to 
be used at religious events 
like consecrations and at 
coronations or soirees. 
Eventually the tradition be-
came associated with secu-
lar rituals, such as celebrat-
ing the new year.

Food
People of Japanese heri-

tage might eat soba noodles 
on New Year’s Eve. The 

Toshikoshi Soba, which 
means “year crossing buck-
wheat noodle,” denotes 
the crossing from one year 
to the next. Nibbling the 
noodles represent traveling 
from one year to the next as 
well as letting go of the pre-
vious year’s regrets.

In Spain, people gobble 
grapes to bring good luck in 
the coming year. The goal 
is to eat 12 green grapes 
during the 12 remaining 
seconds until the New Year. 
Those able to do so will 
have 12 months of good for-
tune.

Dropping the ball
Revelers have long 

watched the giant ball drop 
in New York City’s Times 
Square in person and on 

television. This tradition 
may be rooted in the custom 
of sailors using “time balls” 
to set their own timepieces 
while at sea. These chro-
nometers were employed 
by using a spyglass to scan 
the harbor looking for balls 
that were dropped into 
the water at certain times, 
PBS reports. The first ball 
was installed in 1829 in 
Portsmouth, England. The 
Times Square ball was first 
used in 1907, according to 
the Times Square Alliance.

Making resolutions
Historians trace the mak-

ing of resolutions to the An-
cient Babylonians. Citizens 
made spoken resolutions 
during their new year festi-
val known as “Akitu.” This 
ritual required making an 
oath to the sitting or new 
king. Romans also swore 
oaths of loyalty to the em-
peror when the New Year 
started.

Fireworks and 
noisemakers

Fireworks are a big part 
of celebrations and are not 
to be outdone on New Year’s 
Eve. Fireworks were in-
vented in the seventh cen-
tury in China. According to 
Anthony Aveni, an astrono-
mer and anthropologist 
at Colgate University, the 
fireworks were designed 
to ward off evil spirits. In 
cultures around the world, 
fireworks, banging drums 
and other efforts were used 
to chase away spooky crea-
tures, especially during the 
transitional period that 
is the passing of the new 
year. Today fireworks and 
noisemakers are employed 
not for scaring away spir-
its, but rather to add to the 
revelry.

New Year’s Eve traditions 
abound, and many of these 
annual customs have inter-
esting origin stories.
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Woodland Pharmacy
Shellbrook, Canwood, Leask

At This Season of  Giving - 

We’d like to give you our well wishes for a happy and 
healthy holiday season. We feel deeply honored to have 
your friendship and trust. Thanks!

Grant, Heather, Daryl, Tamara, Mark, Karen, 
Julie, Wendy, Marlene, Cathy,  Patty, Gwen W., 

Sharri, Doreen, Jennifer, Jeremy, Janice, Gwen P.

Triple S Transport
306-747-2944

Darin, Tina, Logan, Kassandra & Staff

IT’S THE MOST WONDERFUL TIME 
OF THE YEAR!

And we loved every minute of 
serving you all year long!
Merry Christmas

Mayor, Council and Staff
Town of Shellbrook

Sterling Concrete & Hauling LP
Tarek, Scott & Staff   ~  Shellbrook

306-747-2496

HOLIDAY GREETINGS
FROM ALL OF US!

Wishing you a season that’s merry and bright, filled with 
laughter, love and much delight! It’s been a privilege and 

pleasure serving you this past year. Thanks, friends!

WITH
THANKS
Here’s hoping 
this holiday
delivers your
�ll of special
surprises.

306-747-4011
Shellbrook

Merry Christmas 
to you and yours!

1-306-960-5714
Shellbrook

Thank you 
for choosing us.

Merry 
Christmas!

With thanks for your 
patronage, we wish you 
& yours a wonderful 

holiday season!

306-747-8266
Shellbrook

With Thanks
For Your Business

At The Holidays
On behalf of 

Tammy & Dale Johnson

SHELLBROOK 
STORAGE & RENTALS

May you enjoy the beauty and splendor of this special time of 
year with loved ones and friends, and please accept our best 

wishes and gratitude for your loyal and continued support.

Shellbrook Crushing 1999 Co. Ltd.
Dyno & Jaws and Staff

306-747-2338 ~ 306-747-3006

 A Winter Wonderland

‘�e origins �
New Year’s Eve traditions



The Christmas story is too often “sanitized”—
made simple and nice by removing the harsh re-

alities of the time. Currently, our world is plagued with 
a virus that has caused grief, poverty, painful illness, 
severe loneliness, and depression. I believe that now, 
more than ever, we need to hear the real Christmas 
story set in its grim history. The Christmas story that 
speaks love, endurance, and grace into our real, painful 
messy stories. 

It all starts with two brown-skinned, poor, Jewish 
people living in an area that is now Palestine. Mary was 
a Jewish, unmarried, pregnant teenager. Joseph, her 
intended Jewish husband, could have had Mary killed 
for that. Joseph didn’t want the situation to escalate to 
that and decided to quietly break up with her in hopes 
that she wouldn’t be stoned to death. After wrestling 
with this decision, Joseph falls asleep and an angel ap-
pears in his dream and reassures Joseph that Mary is 
actually pregnant with God’s child. Great things will 
be done through this child, so Joseph decides to keep 
Mary safe by keeping her as his wife. 

Though timelines in the different Christmas stories 
in the Bible don’t line up, Joseph and Mary were from 
a town called Nazareth. Nazareth had a reputation of 
being a sketchy, rough, worthless town. The gospel 

of John (1:46) says, “Can anything good come out of 
Nazareth?” Well, Mary (pregnant with Jesus) and Jo-
seph lived in that so-called “worthless” town. How-
ever, a census ordered by Roman Caesar Augustus 
forced Joseph and pregnant Mary to travel on foot ap-
proximately 120 km to Bethlehem, which was Joseph’s 
hometown.

As Mary and Joseph arrive in Bethlehem to be reg-
istered with the “government,” they struggle to find a 
place that will permit their entrance. They are refu-
gees, dirty, sweaty, pregnant and hungry from the long 
trek. In addition, the town is already packed with other 
people who have come to register. Eventually Mary 
finds a basement/cave/lean-to (historians aren’t quite 
sure what it was) to deliver baby Jesus. No hospital, no 
modern medicine, nothing to stop the bleeding or pre-
vent infection, nothing to guarantee this baby would 
live. News that Jesus the Messiah was born starts to 
spread across the country—from shepherds to Zoro-
astrian star gazers (magi) and of course, King Herod. 
King Herod heard rumours about a saviour, Messiah—
a king—supposedly greater than himself. In response 
to this perceived threat, Herod ordered a massacre of 
all children under the age of two. Mary and Joseph 
were instructed by another angel to immediately fled 
the area and sought refuge in Egypt. Refugees, again. 

The story of Jesus’ conception and birth were far from 
peaceful, clean, white, or what we would stereotypi-
cally view as holy. But that is the most important part! 
God, the Divine, the Sacred, is born in human flesh. 
We would expect the divine to be shiny, rich, power-
ful, and wealthy by the world’s standards. Rather, God 
meets humanity—meets us—in the most unexpected 
people and places. God became human by means of an 
unmarried pregnant teenager. God became human in 
a refugee. God became human in poverty. God became 
human under political oppression and tyranny. God 

became human in a foreigner. God became human in a 
vulnerable baby. 

For us today, the good news of the Christmas story 
is that God loves us so much, God wanted to become 
human and live with us through hard times. The good 
news is that God uses the people and places our world 
considers to be “worthless,” dirty, useless, foreign, 
and “immoral.” God comes and meets us in the dark-
est, hardest times of our lives and comforts us through 
the flesh of the people helping and comforting us. God 
counters human terror and tyranny with Divine mercy, 
God counters human abuses and violence with Divine 
love, God counters the world’s injustice and oppres-
sion with Divine forgiveness and restoration. 

This Christmas, in a setting so similar to Jesus’ bibli-
cal birth story, we celebrate a Divine love, a God who is 
physically present with us at all times, a God who treats 
our troubled stories with tenderness and comfort, a Sa-
cred who gives us new life and freedom to choose a new 
and loving way to live with 
each other. Imagine the 
Divine possibilities!

Blessings,
Pastor Sarah Urano
Partners in Faith

SHELLBROOK CHRONICLE & SPIRITWOOD HERALD DECEMBER 17, 2020 • Christmas Edition31

Thank you for your 
trust in us and we 

wish you all the best 
in 2021!

306-764-7000
Prince Albert, Sask

To all our 
clients & friends, 

Merry Christmas
and thank you 

for your patronage.

1-800-667-4712
Prince Albert, SK

To all my 
clients and 

friends,

I thank you very much for your
patronage and hope you have a

Very Merry Christmas.

Barney Bartley
Flaman Sales and Rentals

306-961-6026
barney.bartley@flaman.com

Prince Albert, Sask.

You’re On Our

A-List!

From all of  us to all of  you go our 
heartfelt thanks for making this 

a very bright year for us. 
With best wishes for a truly 
memorable holiday season.

Medallion Mfg. 
Homes Inc.
Highway 2 South

Prince Albert
306-764-2121

Merry Christmas to all
P.A. Autobody thanks you for your patronage 

and looks forward to serving you in the New Year.

250 - 15th Street East, Prince Albert, Sask.
Phone 306-764-4967 ~ www.paautobody.ca

Season’s 
Greetings...

...to the best people 
we know, 

Our Customers!

306-764-2622
Prince Albert, 
Sask

Merry 
Christmas!

From our families to 
yours, we wish you a safe 

and happy holiday season.

Start Your Engines...Christmas Is Coming!
As we gear up for another holiday season, we’d like to send 

you our best wishes for a very Merry Christmas.
Thank you for your 

patronage!

492 South Industrial Drive
Prince Albert

306-922-2040

Wherever you spend the holiday...

... I hope it’s merry, bright and �lled with adventure.
�ank you for your business.

Susan Currie 
SK 306-763-8604
BC 604-659-4210
TF 877-763-8604 
E: susan.currie@travelmasters.ca

Christmas:
a celebration of God’s love

Peace & love
of Jesus

In this Christmas Season, when everyone speaks of 
tragedy, terror, and struggles in our country and 

in the world, it’s worth remembering that, more than 
two thousand years ago, these were the same things 
people faced and spoke of.

And in the midst of that darkness, one bright light 
shone never to grow dark nor its light ever get dim. 
That light continues to dispel the darkness of our time. 
That light is Christ, the Light of all nations.

May the Light of Christ ever shine in your hearts and 
in your families this Christmas Season and throughout 
the New Year.

May you have a splendid and grace-filled Christmas. 
Maligayang Pasko (Merry Christmas) (Joyeux 

Noël)!!!
United with you in prayers, 
Fr. Ramel Macapala
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Shellbrook Chronicle
Spiritwood Herald

To our readers and community, we want to express our deep gratitude 
for your essential support through the events of 2020. 

We’re committed to keeping you connected and informed, and we 
appreciate your continued trust in us.

We hope you have a healthy and happy holiday season, 
and we wish you all the best in the new year!


