
Looking back on the year that was 2021

Santa waves to onlookers from the back of his pickup truck, during Blaine Lake’s inaugural drive-thru Christmas parade in December 2020. Due to the CO-
VID-19 pandemic, communities had no choice but to get creative with their Christmas celebrations.

JANUARY
In November 2019, Megan Allard pur-

sued an opportunity with Google and 
the Canadian Down Syndrome Society 
(CDSS) and became a part of their joint 
effort, Project Understood (Google’s Eu-
phonia). The purpose of the project is 
to collect thousands of voice recordings 
from people with Down Syndrome to 
help train and improve voice technology.

Megan had applied for the opportunity 
believing it to be strictly voluntary and 
was surprised when Google ended up 
paying her. She decided that she would 
use the money to start a new project as a 
way of “paying it forward.”

She purchased a Cricut machine (a ma-
chine used for cutting designs in paper) 
to make hand-made cards. Her new proj-

ect is called Megan’s Cards for a Cause, 
which she started as a participant of the 
AIM (Ability in Me) program that runs 
out of Saskatoon. 

As of early January 2021, she had 
raised $1,200.

***
It may have been a Christmas unlike 

any other in recent history, but thanks to 
the Blaine Lake Community Association 
(BLCA) there was still plenty of holiday 
spirit and cheer to be found in the com-
munity of about 500 people.

With the COVID-19 pandemic pre-
venting Santa Claus from making his 
yearly pre-Christmas stops at Blaine 
Lake Composite School’s Christmas 
party and the Blaine Lake Liquor and 
Hardware store, the BLCA came up with 

a novel way for him to visit the town: a 
drive-through parade of the community.

***
RCMP say a teen reported missing in 

Big River, Sask., has been found dead.
Jayden Crookedneck, 17, left a family 

group on Main Street at around 2 a.m. 
on Saturday, Jan. 2, and went walking 
in the direction of the Big River boat 
launch, according to police.

Crookedneck was found deceased the 
afternoon of Jan. 3. A cause of death has 
not been released.

***
As Christmas neared, members of the 

Shellbrook Area Ministerial Food Bank, 
and a small team of volunteers, gathered 
at the Shellbrook Pentecostal Assembly 
to put the food bank’s annual Christmas 

food hampers together. 
This year, the food bank stuffed 38 

hampers full of food staples and all the 
essentials for a Christmas dinner. All 
told, those hampers provided food to 79 
people, including 50 adults and 29 chil-
dren. 

***
After years of lobbying with provincial 

health authorities to increase the num-
ber of physicians serving the communi-
ty, the town of Shellbrook added two new 
physicians to its roster in January.

Doctors Kamran Mohebbi and Sukvir 
Guhman both completed their Saskatch-
ewan International Physician Practice 
Assessment (SIPPA) training, and elect-
ed to work in Shellbrook. 

Continued on page 2
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Looking back on the year that was 2021
January Cont’d

The Shell Lake Part-
ners in Worship and 
Spiritwood Partners 
in Faith churches wel-
comed a new Pastor, Sar-
ah Urano. 

This is Urano’s first 
ministry calling after 
having completed her 
seminary and examina-
tions. Having grown up 
with a Pastor for a father, 
Sarah did not expect that 
one day she would be 
following in her father’s 
footsteps. 

***
With the Saskatche-

wan Hockey Association 
having confirmed last 
week that regular hockey 
games likely won’t re-
sume before the end of 
March, it’s increasingly 
looking like community 
rinks across Saskatch-
ewan won’t be the usual 
hubs of activity this win-
ter.

However, the Blaine 
Lake Community Asso-
ciation isn’t quite ready 
to give up on winter and 
hockey. It’s building an 
outdoor rink for the com-
munity to make use of.

***
With it looking increas-

ingly likely that there 
will be no hockey season 
in 2021, the Saskatch-
ewan government has 

announced $4 million 
in funding for the prov-
ince’s Western Hockey 
League (WHL) teams 
and the Saskatchewan 
Junior Hockey League 
(SJHL).

The funding will sup-
port the survival of the 
leagues and teams, as 
they continue to face the 
challenges created by the 
ongoing COVID-19 pan-
demic.

***
From mugs to mac-

rame, pottery totems to 
pig-shaped spoon rests, 
there are always new 
treasures to view and ex-
plore at the Pottery Sis-
ters’ display at the Spirit-

wood Artisan Boutique. 
Laura Beauchesne and 

Donell Wingerter were 
born and raised in the 
Bay area of California 
and spent many family 
vacations in their moth-
er’s hometown of Ab-
bey, Sask. The creatively 
minded pair have been 
at their crafts since their 
teenage years.

Their lives would even-
tually lead them back to 
Canada, where they set-
tled down in the Spirit-
wood area.

***
The Spiritwood and 

District Lions Club 
awards two $800 grants 
per calendar year to non-
profit organizations or 
community groups that 
serve the Spiritwood 
and district area. The 
selected recipient for the 
January 2021 grant was 
the Spiritwood Pioneer 
Centre.

The Pioneer Centre will 
use the grant to add heat-
ing to its storage room, a 
much needed upgrade 
to prevent condensation 
from forming when the 
door is not open.

***

Five months after it hit 
the pause button on its 
nearly $7 million plan 
to upgrade the town of 
Shellbrook’s water treat-
ment plant, town council 
has switched its focus to 
another possible solution 
to its watery woes.

Brought forward by 
Councillor Brent Mill-
er, following conversa-
tion on coffee row, the 
new idea is to enter into 
talks with the Prince Al-
bert Rural Water Utility 
(PARWU) and the Rural 
Municipality of Shell-
brook about establishing 
an inter-municipal water 
pipeline.

***
Unsurprisingly, it’s 

been a tough year for 
recreation committees in 
the area, thanks almost 
entirely to the COVID-19 
pandemic.

This is certainly the 
takeaway from the Deb-
den Recreation Board’s 
2019-2020 year in re-
view report, which it 
shared via Facebook in 
January. The impact of 
the pandemic was keenly 
felt in local hockey reg-
istrations, which dipped 

to just 36 in 2019-2020 
from 71 the year prior.

***
Normally around this 

time of year, members 
of the Shellbrook Kins-
men and Shellbrook Ki-
nettes would be braving 
frigid conditions during 
their town canvass to 
raise funds for Kinsmen 
Telemiracle. 

This year, however, 
they’ll be asking the 
community to support 
them via an online auc-
tion.

With the need as great 
as ever, the community 

groups will still be look-
ing to raise the $10,000+ 
the community contrib-
utes to the cause each 
year.

***
Less than a week af-

ter expressing concerns 
about the short notice 
given to Shellbrook and 
area seniors about CO-
VID-19 vaccination clin-
ics, Shellbrook resident 
Adeline Fossey says that 
she and a number of oth-
er seniors who missed 
out on the local clinic 
have received their first 
doses.

Megan Allard was busy making handmade cards 
with her Cricut machine for Megan’s Cards for a 
Cause. The machine was purchased using money 
she received from Google for her help with Project 
Understood.

Community members, both young and old, were 
involved with transforming the old tennis court 
into Blaine Lakè s outdoor rink.

A small team of volunteers gathered at the Shellbrook Pentecostal Assembly 
just before Christmas 2020, to put together 38 Christmas hampers for the 
local food bank.

After delaying plans to upgrade the water treat-
ment plant, the town of Shellbrook is now explor-
ing the idea of building a water pipeline in partner-
ship with the Prince Albert Rural Water Utility.

Saskatchewan’s vaccination program began its 
rollout early in the new year. Here, Muriel Shel-
don, a resident of Herb Bassett Home, receives her 
first dose of the COVID-19 vaccine from LPN Char-
main McKnight.

*Kms and price in thousands. Taxes not included in price.

Toll Free 1-800-667-3353
#2 Highway West, Watrous, SK DL907154

www.centennialford.sk.ca

PICK OF 
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(0045UF) 

2016 EXPLORER 
XLT AWD 

3.5L-V6/ Rmt Entry/ Rmt Strt/ 
SYNC/ BLIS/ Rvrs Snsng/ 
Rvrs Cmr/ NAV/ Caribou    

138kms*    

$29,995*

To our valued clients in Shellbrook, Big River, 
Spiritwood, Debden and surrounding areas:
As COVID-19 re-opening considerations continue, our dedicated 
lawyers at Novus Law Group continue to provide legal services to 
the communities of Shellbrook, Big River, Spiritwood and Debden 
and surrounding regions. 
While our branch offices in these communities are currently 
unavailable for in-person client meetings, we have in place a work 
management plan that enables the Novus Law Group team to 
continue to deliver legal services with minimal disruption.
For assistance during this time, please make arrangements by 
contacting by phone or email Bill Cannon (for Shellbrook/Debden/
Big River),  Shelley Cannon (for Spiritwood), or any of our firm’s 
partners or other associate lawyers.
Contact us:
By Phone: 306-922-4700  (Monday to Friday 9am–5pm)
By Email:   Bill Cannon at bcannon@novuslaw.ca
                   Shelley Cannon at scannon@novuslaw.ca
                   OR  princealbert@novuslaw.ca.



FEBRUARY
Hoping to kick the win-

ter and COVID-19 blues 
to the curb, while in-
cluding as many people 
as possible, the Town of 
Shellbrook introduced a 
Winter Festival to its ros-
ter of annual community 
events.

“We hope to achieve 
complete inclusivity with 
programming by offering 
outdoor activities, physi-
cal activities, at home 
activities and family cen-
tered activities within 
our community that ac-
commodate comfort lev-
els and follow all COVID 
regulations,” said Town 
of Shellbrook recreation 
director Jessica Kerno-
han.

***
Despite COVID-19 re-

strictions, birthdays are 
still enjoyed at Parkland 
Integrated Health Centre 
(PIHC). 

Grace Kennedy’s 103rd  
birthday was celebrat-
ed with her family via  
Zoom, and with her fel-
low residents. The cel-
ebration included the 
singing of Happy Birth-
day and a slice of Dairy 
Queen ice cream cake.

***
The Town of Spirit-

wood has two major in-
frastructural projects 
being funded through 
the federal Gas Tax Fund 
(GTF). The Sidewalk Re-
pair project was started 
in summer of 2020 and is 
expected to be completed 
in 2023. The Sewer Re-
pair project is expect-
ed to start this spring, 
weather permitting.

***
The council for the 

Town of Shellbrook 
joined calls for the prov-
ince to re-examine its 
plans for Highway 3.

The stretch of road 
connecting Shellbrook to 
Prince Albert became the 
subject of renewed safety 
concerns in the lead-up 
to Christmas, after three 
people were killed in two 
separate accidents. 

The accidents prompt-
ed Don Fyrk, Reeve for 
the Rural Municipal-
ity of Buckland, to write 
a letter to the Minister 
of Highways and Infra-
structure requesting it 
expand on its existing 
plans to add six sets of 
passing lanes along the 
highway.

***
Growing 

up on the 
Big River 
First Na-

tion, Randy Morin was 
telling stories from the 
moment he could talk. 
Through this love of sto-
rytelling, instilled in him 
by his upbringing, he 
says he played the role 
of “the class entertainer” 
from Kindergarten all 
the way through high 
school.

For Indigenous Sto-
rytelling Month, Morin 
brought his tales to In-
digenous and non-Indig-
enous audiences alike, 
via ZOOM storytelling 
sessions offered in part-

nership with Wapiti Re-
gional Library.

***
A private member’s 

bill brought forward by 
Prince Albert MP Randy 
Hoback was scheduled to 
be debated in the House 
of Commons in late Feb-
ruary.

The legislation, Bill 
C-234, was first proposed 
by Hoback in 2020 and 
would help make home 
security systems more 
affordable for Canadians 
by establishing a Home 
Security Tax Credit. 

***
2020 was a tough year 

for recreation centers 
across the country, as 
pandemic restrictions 
have prevented many 
activities from running. 
As the province moved 
forward into 2021, little 
seemed to have changed. 

Spiritwood and Area 
Recreation, Culture, and 
Sports (SARCS) worked 
hard to find ways to con-
tinue operating the facili-
ties amid current restric-
tions.

One of its big ideas? A 
Story Walk at the Spirit-
wood Dike.

Continued on page 4
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Grace Kennedy, a resident of Parkland Integrated 
Health Centre’s long-term care home, celebrated 
her 103rd birthday.

In the lead-up to the Winter Festival, 
a mystery box was set up outside the 
Shellbrook Town Office and filled 
with snow before being turned into 
an elaborate snow sculpture.

Saskatchewan Economic Develop-
ment Awards (SEDA) seeks to rec-
ognize organizations or individu-
als creating positive change in their 
community through economic devel-
opment. Northern Lakes Economic 
Development Committee was an 
honoured recipient of one of SEDA’s 
2020 Awards of Excellence for the 
Spiritwood Artisan Boutique.

Randy Morin, a storyteller from the Big River 
First Nation, shared his stories online throughout 
Indigenous Storytelling Month in February.

In a bid to provide pandemic-safe activities 
through the winter, SARCS introduced a Story 
Walk at the Spiritwood Dike.

Hon. Scott Moe, Premier
MLA for Rosthern-Shellbrook

scottmoe.mla@sasktel.net

Hon. Jeremy Harrison
MLA for Meadow Lake

jharrisonmla@sasktel.net

Wishing you a safe 
and happy New Year.

From your local Saskatchewan Party MLAs

RM of Meeting Lake No. 466 
is Accepting Applications for

Seasonal Full-Time Employee
Skills and Abilities

 ͳ Valid Driver’s License
 ͳ Experience Operating a Grader
 ͳ Class 1A (is an asset)
 ͳ Operate other types of Equipment

Duties Include but not limited to
 ͳ Road maintenance
 ͳ Ditch mowing
 ͳ Installation of culverts and signs
 ͳ Service and maintenance of equipment

Submit resume including
 ͳ Work experience
 ͳ Education and skills
 ͳ Certifications
 ͳ Current drivers abstract
 ͳ Three references

The candidate must have well developed interpersonal and 
motivational skills, be able to take direction from Foreman and/or 
Council, must be able to complete physically demanding work and 
work independently or as a team.
This position may have the potential for some off-season work and 
may have to work certain weekends.
This position will be posted until the successful applicant(s) is/are 
found.

R.M. of Meeting Lake, Box 26, Mayfair, Sask. S0M 1S0
Fax 306-246-4974

E-mail: rm466@sasktel.net
We thank all applicants in advance. Only those under consideration 

will be contacted.



February Cont’d
When it comes to Sas-

katchewan winters, it 
seems like people make 
plans and mother nature 
laughs.

That was the case in 
February, as the Town of 
Shellbrook attempted to 
get the inaugural Shell-
brook Winter Festival 
off the ground only to be 
greeted by temperatures 
near -50 C almost every 
day.

Despite this, and the 
cancellation of some 
of the planned events, 
Town of Shellbrook rec-
reation director Jessica 
Kernohan seems to have 
succeeded in her goal to 
provide some positive 
programming after a 
tough year.

***
Rounding out Shell-

brook’s Winter Festi-
val, February 15 was 
all about KINdness, as 
the Shellbrook Kins-
men and Kinettes hosted 
their fourth annual Day 
of KINdness on Family 
Day.

While past iterations of 
the event have been host-
ed at the outdoor rink, 
usually on days when the 
mercury has dipped be-
low -30 C, this year’s cel-
ebration was wisely relo-
cated to the Richardson 

Pioneer Recreation Cen-
tre. There, families were 
able to take part in skat-
ing sessions throughout 
the day, while enjoying 
a lunch of free hot dogs 
and hot cocoa.

***
A new partnership will 

soon see three northern 
Saskatchewan Fist Na-
tions cutting timber for 
the Big River Sawmill.

AC Forestry, owned 
by the Big River, Pelican 
Lake, and Witchekan 
Lake First Nations, has 
inked a deal with B.C.-
based Carrier Forest 
Products, which has op-
erated the sawmill since 
re-opening it in 2014. 

The deal will see AC 
Forestry supply Carrier 
with wood, which will 
be turned into lumber. 
In addition, wood debris 
from harvesting opera-
tions will be used to pro-
duce clean energy and 
sold to the province’s en-
ergy grid.

***
This year’s Rivier Day 

festivities at Rivier El-
ementary School in Spir-
itwood included a silent 
auction hosted on Face-
book.

The total amount raised 
from this year’s silent 
auction was $3,268.50. 
Funds raised from Rivier 

Day are equally divided 
three ways each year, 
with a third being donat-
ed to a global charity or 
initiative, a third going 
towards a local charity or 
cause, and a third being 
used for school resources 
and equipment.

***
Shellbrook Minor 

Sports (and, by associa-
tion, young local hockey 
players) is $1,000 richer, 
thanks to a donation 
from Shellbrook Scotia-
bank.

The funds come from 
Scotiabank’s Commu-
nity Hockey Sponsorship 
Program, which oper-
ates nationwide and sees 
more than 900 Scotia-
bank branches support 
teams, leagues, or hock-
ey associations in their 
respective communities 
each year.

***
The Spiritwood RCMP 

sought assistance from 
the public following a se-
ries of break and enters 
and thefts from the Shell 
Lake Museum in Febru-
ary.

During the incidents, 
a number of items were 
stolen, including a glass 
cupboard, a hand bell, a 
donation box, an antique 
double barrel shotgun, 
a World War I sword 

and sheath, tobacco 
pipes, antique cameras, 
an army tunic, musical 
instruments, antique 
spoons, a strip film pro-
jector and a mantel clock.

***
What started as an idea 

for an annual handmade 
gift exchange between 
Barb Janzen and some of 
her friends has evolved 
over the last 25 years 
into the unique Buffalo 
Charlie soap found at the 
Spiritwood Artisan Bou-
tique. With at least 80 
per cent of ingredients 
being locally sourced, 
this product is a true 
area treasure.
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Member of 

Where there’s ice, kids will play hockey. That was true in Shellbrook during 
the Kinsmen and Kinettes’ annual Day of KINdness.

Looking back on the year that was 2021

Samantha Borix (left) and Kat Smith (right) of Shellbrook Scotiabank, pres-
ent the $1,000 Scotiabank Community Hockey Sponsorship Program cheque 
to Shellbrook Minor Sports representative Mason Wallin.

The Shellbrook Town Office was the first to get a snow sculpture during Shell-
brook’s Winter Festival – a cozy campfire with snow benches.

Barb Janzen has been making homesteader soap 
for the last 25 years using mainly materials she 
finds on her own farm.



MARCH
A new sensory room 

at the Shellbrook Pub-
lic Library promises to 
give parents and kids a 
new place to play, learn, 
and explore all of their 
senses — once COVID-19 
restrictions ease up, that 
is.

Established through a 
partnership with Prince 
Albert Regional Kids-
First, the library’s sen-
sory room is packed full 
of toys and objects that 
are designed to help chil-
dren develop their young 
minds.

***
When hard times 

come, Saskatchewan 
comes together. At least, 
that seems to be the key 
takeaway from Telemir-
acle 45, which raised 
$5.6 million through its 
livestreamed telethon 
over the weekend.

As has become a yearly 
tradition, Shellbrook did 
its part for Telemiracle, 
allowing the Shellbrook 
Kinettes to present the 
community’s contribu-
tion of $21,409.40.

***
Gathering restrictions 

may have put a damper 
on many traditional win-
ter recreational activi-
ties, but they have not 
stopped the team at Spir-

itwood and Area Recre-
ation, Sports, and Cul-
ture from finding ways 
to stay involved with the 
community, including a 
drive-thru burger sale 
and an online snowman 
building contest.

***
The Spiritwood and 

District Lions Club held 
a socially distanced 
meeting at the Spirit-
wood Legion on Feb. 25 
at 7 p.m. Attendance was 
good and it provided an 
opportunity for some 
awards to be handed out 
to members.

Two certificates were 
handed out at the meet-
ing. Lion Dave Hyndman 
received a Progressive 
Life Membership from 
Dog Guides and Lion 
Alison Sullivan received 
a Life Membership from 
Dog Guides.

Two awards were also 
handed out at the meet-
ing. First, Lions Past 
President George Pretli 
received the Diamond 
Centennial Award to 
recognize his effort of 
growing the club dur-
ing the Lions Centennial 
Celebration.

The second award, the 
Melvin Jones Fellowship 
Award, was presented to 
Lion Darlene Ferguson 
for her years of service 

and dedication to hu-
manitarian work.

***
Stories can come to us 

in the most unlikely of 
circumstances.

For Shellbrook’s Kay-
lee Buckingham, it hap-
pened when she was just 
16. 

She was riding the 
bus to school on a cold 
winter morning, listen-
ing to music and staring 
out the window as the 
trees lining the highway 
passed by. Then, quite 
suddenly, she saw a vi-
sion clear as day in her 
mind’s eye.

As it turns out, the 
vision Buckingham 
imagined was of Thea 
Heffield, the titular 
character of her debut 

novel, Thea Heffield and 
the World Beyond the 
Spyglass, which she self-
published through Tell-
well Talent in February.

***
A dispute over a 

blocked road allowance 
in the R.M. of Shellbrook 
heated up once again, 
this time in front of the 
Court of Queen’s Bench.

The R.M. of Shellbrook 
applied to the court for 
an order directing land-
owner David Viklund to 
remove his gates, fences, 
and corrals from the mu-
nicipal road allowance, 
located about six miles 
north of Sturgeon Lake, 
to allow unobstructed 
passage to and from Bell 
Lake to the north.

Continued on page 6

The Hujber family snowmen hit the rink for a little 
bit of hockey in SARCS’ Snowman Contest.
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“Have you considered giving a Gift Subscription to someone?”

Phone 306-747-2442
Box 10, Shellbrook, Sk. S0J 2E0
or email: accounting@sbchron.com

YOUR 
SUBSCRIPTION 
IS COMING DUE!
80.00 + 4.00 GST = 

84.00/year

NOTICE TO OUR SUBSCRIBERS
The Shellbrook Chronicle

and

The Spiritwood Herald

Shellbrook’s Kaylee Buckingham is officially a 
published author, having self-published her de-
but book, Thea Heffield and the World Beyond the 
Spyglass.

PA Regional KidsFirst’s Lesia Gawryliuk (left) and Adam Horachek (middle-
right), explore the Shellbrook Public Library’s new sensory room with librar-
ian Dian Campbell and board member Cheryl Tieszen.

Lion Dave Hyndman (left) presents 
Lion Darlene Ferguson with the Mel-
vin Jones Fellowship Award.

Lions President Marg Pretli (left) 
presents Lions Past President George 
Pretli with the Diamond Centennial 
Award.

The Shellbrook Kinettes made the Telemiracle do-
nation on behalf of Shellbrook. This year, the com-
munity raised more than $21,000.
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March Cont’d

The elders of Park-
land Integrated Health 
Centre, and their fam-
ily members, have been 
treated to many acts of 
kindness over the past 
year. Everything from 
DQ gift cards from fam-
ily members and treats 
from the Dairy Queen, 
to yard beautification 
and outdoor parades, to 
Christmas cards and let-
ters from Wild Rose and 
WP Sandin Public High 
School, to Secret  Santa 
gifts from community 
members,  just to name 
a few.

Technology has en-
abled elders and their 
family members to stay 
connected, re-connect, 
see some for the first 
time, join in a birthday 
party, or even have a vir-
tual tour of each other’s 
home! In some cases, 
elders and their family 
are even more connected 
than prior to the pan-
demic.

***
Shellbrook Skating 

Club skaters Erika Stene 
and Tegan Naumann 
have made high achieve-
ments in their skating 
careers.  

In early 2020, they 
both achieved their Gold 

Skating Skills, the high-
est honour for Skills in 
the STARSkate program.  

In January, the skaters 
went for gold again and 
made it happen in the 
Artistic discipline.  Then, 
on Feb. 26, Erika Stene 
got the highest honour 
in the dance discipline 
by attaining her Gold 
Dances.

***
Plans for a new arena 

on the Big River First 
Nation have received 
a boost to the tune of 
$7,101,750, thanks to 
funding from the federal 
government’s Investing 
in Canada plan.

The funding was an-
nounced in March, add-
ing wind to the sails of a 
$34 million project that 
will see the growing, on-
reserve community of 
more than 3,000 receive 
not only the new arena, 
valued at $11 million, but 
also a brand new Grade 6 
to 12 school with a price 
tag of $23 million.

***
“Mental and physical 

fitness are an important 
and emerging matter 
of importance to many 
people, especially dur-
ing the slow-down where 
there are not a lot of op-
tions for activity,” said 
Bevra Fee, one of the key 
people involved with the 
recently opened GymRX 
in Spiritwood.

Right now, the gym is 
equipped with multiple 
levels of weight train-
ing. Dumbbells, kettle-
bells, fixed barbells, 
and adjustable barbells 
are all available for use. 
There are also two spin-
ning bikes, a new-age 
treadmill, an elliptical, a 
punching bag, and box-
ing trainers. Aside from 
equipment, the gym is 
outfitted with three TVs, 
a Bluetooth speaker, a 
bottle filling station, and 
a washroom.

***

Around the time that 
Shellbrook’s town coun-
cil began mulling over 
what to do with the Shell-
brook CN Station, which 
is currently home to the 
Shellbrook Museum, 
similar questions began 
to be asked about the 
Rayside School building.

The answer to those 
questions, was to give the 
building new life.

While some would like 
to see the school pre-
served as is, others would 
like to see it moved to 
Kinsmen Park to serve 
as a museum  and a rest 
stop.

***
A group of over 50 

people gathered on Hwy 
24, 20 km north of the 
Town of Spiritwood on 
Saturday, March 20 to 
participate in a walk for 
awareness for Missing 
and Murdered Indig-
enous Persons.

The walk finished in 
the Town of Spiritwood 
at the RCMP detach-
ment, where a vigil was 
held for Brandon Thom-
as-Sakebow, who last 
contacted his family was 
March 20, 2020, and was 
last seen at the Mission 
RCMP station in BC on 
March 21, 2020.

***
Canwood Regional 

Park hosted an online 
auction to raise funds for 
the Park, as well as the 
Canwood Elks Commu-
nity Hall and the Can-
wood Bus Association.

At the end of the bid-

ding, the Park realized 
a total of approximately 
$17,000.

***
The Shellbrook Arts 

Council, through the 
Saskatchewan Lotter-
ies – Community Arts, 
Recreation and Culture 
Grant, once again pre-
sented $500 towards 
PIHC Elders’ arts oppor-
tunities.  

The funds enabled resi-
dents to work on individ-
ualized seasonal art proj-
ects geared towards their 
specific ability levels.

APRIL
A building on Shell-

brook’s Main Street 
will soon have new life 
breathed into it, if all 
goes according to plan 
for TJ Disposals owner 
and operator Randall 
Johnson.

To some, the building, 
located on the north-
west corner of Main 
Street and 2nd Avenue, 
is best remembered as 
the old Chev Olds build-
ing. In more recent his-
tory, however, it has been 
Prairie North Surplus, 
then Grind Athletic Club 
for a brief spell, and, fi-
nally, home to a number 
of small local businesses.

Now that Johnson has 
acquired the building, it 
will serve as the head-
quarters for TJ Disposals 
and a business centre.

***
The Supreme Court of 

Canada may have ruled 
that the federal carbon 
tax is constitutional, 
but that hasn’t changed 
Saskatchewan Premier 
Scott Moe’s stance on the 
policy.

“The federal carbon 
tax is bad environmental 
policy, bad economic pol-
icy, and simply wrong,” 
Moe said in a statement, 
after the 6-3 ruling was 
handed down by the 
Court.

***
Developing a new skill 

or picking up a new art 
always requires a learn-
ing process. 

“You have to make a lot 
of crap before you make 
something good,” says 
Heather Beauchesne, 
creator of the local ‘Surf 
Sask’ gear. Beauchesne, 
who was born and raised 
in the Spiritwood area, is 
no stranger to this pro-
cess, saying that carpet 
weaving is probably the 
only art media she hasn’t 
dabbled in to date. 

Continued on page 7

Big River First Nation is getting a new Grade 6 to 12 school, called Chief John Keenatch High School. 
Image courtesy of aodbt architecture + interior design.

PIHC resident Margaret Jonasson chats with 
daughter Linda Lepage. These virtual connections 
were made possible, in part, by acts of kindness 
from the community.

The family of Brandon 
Thomas-Sakebow orga-
nized a Walk for Aware-
ness and Vigil, marking 
one year since their last 
communication with 
him.

The former Rayside School may soon see new life 
as Shellbrook’s tourist booth and museum.

Lorna Johnston, a resident of Leask’s Wheatland 
Lodge, celebrated her 90th birthday in March. 
In honour of the milestone, she received certifi-
cates of congratulation from Prime Minister Jus-
tin Trudeau, Carlton Trail-Eagle Creek MP, Kelly 
Block, and Premier Scott Moe.

On March 29, Deb-
den Heritage Manor 
resident Henriette Bi-
lodeau celebrated her 
103rd birthday.



April Cont’d
Shellbrook’s ratepayers 

won’t be going to the polls 
for the second time in less 
than six months.

As the only person who 
put their name into the 
hat to fill the vacant seat 
of former councillor David 
Knight, Larry Batten has 
been acclaimed to Shell-
brook’s Town Council.

***
The Town of Big River has 

completed major upgrades 
to its water treatment and 
distribution system.

The $3.3 million project 
began in the summer of 
2018, starting with work 
on the sewer lift station wet 
well, including the installa-
tion of two discharge sub-
mersible sewer pumps and 
a rail assembly.

Other upgrades included 
a reverse osmosis water 
system, two new water 
wells, the expansion of the 
water treatment plant, and 
the construction of a new 
pump house.

***
The Spiritwood and Dis-

trict Museum was fortunate 
to have a building donated 
to add to its collection this 
past March. The log cabin, 
which used to stand out at 
Mildred, was owned by the 
Zarudski family. 

The original cabin was 
built in the late 1920s when 
Walter and Sophie Zarud-
ski’s parents immigrated to 
Canada and settled down in 
the area.

In recent years, the build-
ing was not getting much 
use, so Walter and Sophie 
made a decision to donate it 
to the Spiritwood and Dis-

trict Museum along with all 
of the original furnishings, 
kitchen items, and décor.

***
After nearly four years of 

commitment to transform-
ing the Richardson Pioneer 
Recreation Centre into a 
modern arena, the Shell-
brook Recreation Project 
Steering Committee has re-
alized its vision and is ready 
to step back and let the 
community take the helm.

At the outset of the proj-
ect in 2017, the committee 
was expecting its ambi-
tious, three-phase project 
to cost $2,167,500. When 
all was said and done, how-
ever, the project cost just 
$1,891,752.01

Tasha Cyr says these 
cost savings of more than 
$275,000 are 100 per cent 
attributable to volunteers, 
who donated time or ma-
chinery to help the work at 
the rink get done.

***
Ask and you shall receive.
A little over a month af-

ter the Town of Shellbrook 
added its voice to those 
calling for Highway 3 to be 
twinned between Prince 
Albert and Shellbrook, the 
Ministry of Highways has 
found room in its 2021-
2022 budget to complete 
the safety improvements.

***
A vehicle detailing com-

pany started up in Spirit-
wood, offering a very thor-
ough top-to-bottom, inside 
–and-out cleaning of your 
car, SUV, or half ton.

Since March 28, Sanale 
Andebor and Antonio Ro-
sal have been cleaning at 
least a car a day.  AS&AR 

Auto Detailing and Clean-
ing Services, the name they 
have given to their fledgling 
business, is currently op-
erating out of their garages 
and driveways, but was ex-
pected to move into larger 
quarters effective May 1.

***
After a 14-year journey, 

Prince Albert’s Rose Gar-
den Hospice was set to 
break ground on May 15.

Construction of the 
building is expected to take 
between one year and 18 
months.

***
The SARCS Community 

Online Auction was held 
over a course of five weeks. 
Each week held its own 
auction running Monday 
through Sunday with ap-
proximately 31 items for 
auction.

Where the 2019 live auc-
tion raised $68,390, the 
2021 online auction raised 
$55,216 from auction sales 
and cash donations. The 
funds raised from the auc-
tion will go towards paying 
the facility’s mortgage.

***
Flags are flying at half 

mast in the United King-
dom, Canada, and around 
the world, in recognition of 
the death of Prince Philip.

Prince Philip, the hus-
band of Queen Elizabeth II 
for more than 73 years, and 
the longest serving consort 
in British history, passed 
away at the age of 99, just 
two months before his 
100th birthday.

***
The future of Shell-

brook’s CN Railway Sta-
tion remains in limbo, as 
the group fighting to save it 
grapples with delays caused 
by the ongoing COVID-19 
pandemic.

Despite this, Marlene Fel-
lows, one of two key people 
behind the push to save 
the building, says work is 
continuing on the business 
plan the group promised 

to present to Shellbrook’s 
Town Council.

Currently, the proposal 
before council would see 
the building turned into an 
artisan’s cooperative and a 
place to host farmer’s mar-
kets and other vendors. In 
addition to this, Fellows 
says the station could also 
become a place to grab cof-
fee, baked goods, and even 
a sandwich, with the space 
outside being transformed 
into a place to sit and enjoy 
lunch.

***
The Big River First Na-

tion was one of nine In-
digenous communities to 
benefit from a $17 million 
investment in 84 units of 
affordable housing through 
the federal government’s 
Rapid Housing Initiative 
(RHI).

***
In an effort to raise a few 

funds, the Spiritwood Lions 
had to put on their think-
ing caps to come up with a 

‘COVID-friendly’ fundrais-
er that the club could run. 
A take-out pasta supper 
seemed to fit the bill and so 
the Lions got to work un-
der the direction of project 
leader Sonja Nielsen.

The Lions served 130 
meals and raised around 
$1,415. Funds raised go to 
support community service 
initiatives.

***
The Spiritwood Public 

Library had reason to cele-
brate, as April 2021 marked 
its 60th anniversary.

Unfortunately, due to 
COVID, no celebration was 
planned for 2021.

***
Those who call rural Sas-

katchewan home are accus-
tomed to vandalism. After 
all, scarcely a day goes by 
without word of some new 
act of senseless destruction 
making the rounds at coffee 
row.

For Helen Dagenais, 
president of the Shellbrook 

Legion, enough is enough, 
after the door of the Legion 
Hall’s shed was broken off 
in the early hours on April 
20.

***
The Town of Big River 

reported an incident where 
windows were broken at the 
local CN Station.

In addition to this, a win-
dow was broken at the Cen-
tennial Building (Museum 
and Thrift Store building) a 
few weeks prior, and other 
incidents occurred at the 
Regional Park buildings, 
the Tug Boat, the dock, and 
the Community Centre.

***
Another year of dance has 

wrapped up in Spiritwood.
This year was certainly 

a very different one, with 
groups being small and stu-
dents all required to wear 
masks for both practices 
and the year-end show. The 
changes didn’t put a damp-
er on anyone’s enthusiasm, 
though. 
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From left, Spiritwood Lions Marlene Walter, Tor-
ben Nielsen, Sonja Nielsen, Cheyenne Orange, 
Gilles Ouellete, and Past-President George Pretli 
were busy serving up meals and keeping orders 
moving during a pasta fundraiser.

A shed located behind the Shellbrook Legion Hall and the CN Station in Big River were among the build-
ings that sustained damage during a rash of vandalism in April.

Spiritwood’s dance classes put on a year-end per-
formance for family members to wrap up their 
dance year.

Wed., Jan. 5, 2022
Regular Sale 9:00 a.m.

Producers wishing to market cattle prior to sale day 
please contact the office 306-236-3411 for delivery.

FEEDER FINANCE PROGRAM AVAILABLE - Please contact Brent 

To consign cattle or 
for on-farm appraisals 

please contact 
Brent, Blair or Brody

MEADOW LAKE LIVESTOCK SALES LTD.

Your independently owned & operated livestock marketing 
facility - working with the producers’ best interest in mindteam

www.teamauctionsales.com

the electronic auction market

 Brent 306-240-5340 • Blair 306-240-9883 • Brody 306-240-6504  
 Office 306-236-3411 ~ Fax 306-236-3412  

Email: mlstockyards@sasktel.net ~  market info visit: www.mlstockyards.com 
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Some folks sat in their ve-
hicles, others camped out in 
the beds of their pick-ups, 
and others, still, busted out 
the camp chairs and blan-
kets, as Shellbrook’s Studio 
747 capped off its dance sea-
son with a two-night drive-
in recital.

The nostalgic event was 
a marked change from the 
Studio 747’s usual year-end 
stage show at the Shellbrook 
Theatre. But with over-
whelming support from the 
community, Studio 747 di-
rector Kelly Woodley said 
the event was an unqualified 
success.

***
It’s been more than six 

years since the Saskatch-
ewan Rivers Public School 
Division (SRPSD) floated the 
idea of a new $25.2 million 
K-12 school in Shellbrook at 
an information session, and 
there’s still no indication the 
Ministry of Education plans 
to make it a reality any time 
soon.

In hopes of making it a pri-
ority for the Ministry of Ed-
ucation, the division decided 
to reach out to the Town of 
Shellbrook in February to 
begin a dialogue about the 
potential for joint-use facili-
ties in the community.

***
Just after 1:30 p.m. on 

April 30, 2021, Big River 
and Spiritwood RCMP re-

sponded to a complaint of a 
single vehicle rollover. 

On Grid road 793, just 
west of Leoville, a vehicle 
was located near an aban-
doned railroad track, upside 
down and submerged in wa-
ter. There was one occupant 
in the vehicle and he was de-
ceased at the scene. He was 
a 45-year-old man of Big 
River First Nation.  

***
Any small change to the 

current rigorous routine 
that school children have 
been following due to the 
pandemic is likely a wel-
come one. Area kids and 
even some beyond have been 
in luck the past year that the 
Jenners were willing to hop 
on a Zoom call and provide 
that little bit of respite from 
the usual day-to-day activi-
ties. 

Hugh and Peggy Jenner 
have been residing in Spirit-
wood for the past 43 years. 
They met at a teaching job in 
Churchill, Man. before fol-
lowing work up to northern 
Saskatchewan. 

***
Parkside’s Honeywood 

Heritage Nursery opened 
for the 2021 season, its sec-
ond season under the ongo-
ing COVID-19 pandemic, on 
Saturday, May 9.

Though current pub-
lic health guidelines pro-
hibited the usual fanfare 
that might accompany the 

heritage site’s opening, the 
well-timed arrival of more 
spring-like temperatures 
ensured a steady trickle of 
people came out to visit and 
purchase plants and flowers 
throughout the day.

***
It’s one step down, and 

onto the next one, for the 
proposed water treatment 
plant and inter-municipal 
water pipeline being consid-
ered by the Town of Shell-
brook in partnership with 
the Prince Albert Rural Wa-
ter Utility (PARWU), and 
the Rural Municipalities of 
Shellbrook, Prince Albert, 
and Duck Lake.

PARWU’s board gave the 
project the greenlight to 
proceed to the next phase 
of development, even as fea-
sibility and commercial vi-
ability reports bumped the 
estimated cost of the plant 
and pipeline to $52.5 million 
from the original estimate of 
$45 million.

***
Canadian Children’s Book 

Week (May 2 to 8, 2021) is 
a week-long celebration of 
stories and books written by 
Canadian authors.  

This year, the Spiritwood 
Public Library, Hartley 
Clark Elementary School 
and Rivier Elementary 
School teamed up to kick 
off the week with a special 
online program, including a 
virtual visit by Canadian au-
thor Natasha Deen.

***
Shellbrook’s Town Council 

met on Monday, May 10 for 
a special meeting to pass its 
2021-2022 budget.

By law, the town is re-
quired to deliver a balanced 
budget (yes, even during a 
global pandemic). The 2021 
budget did that, with rev-
enues and expenses dead 
even at $4,046,840.

By comparison, 2020’s 
budget delivered a small 
surplus of $131,914, with 
revenues of $4,122,439 
and expenses pegged at 
$3,990,525.

***
Shellbrook’s Centennial 

Park became the home of 
a new outdoor attraction, 
thanks to a partnership 
between the Shellbrook 
Kinettes and the Town of 
Shellbrook.

Currently the site of the 
local skate park, the sled-
ding hill, some playground 
equipment, and a lot of wide 
open green space, Centen-
nial Park has been some-
what a puzzle for the town, 
which has been looking to 
add equipment or ameni-
ties to the public space for a 
number of years.

Now, it has become the 
site of a nine-hole disc golf 

course.
***

Few things are more syn-
onymous with life in small-
town Saskatchewan than 
springs and summers spent 
in the garden.

Hoping to make garden-
ing a little easier for local 
seniors, and to ease the 
stresses and burdens of the 
COVID-19 pandemic and its 
accompanying public health 
restrictions, the Shellbrook 
Housing Authority had large 
outdoor planters construct-
ed for the residents of Heri-
tage Place and Homestead 
Place.

***
The Spiritwood Lions 

were busy throughout May 
helping to celebrate moth-
ers. 

Each year, the Lions Club 
hosts a Mother’s Day writ-
ing competition at the two 
elementary schools, Hartley 
Clark and Rivier. The top 
two entries in each class are 
selected, and the winners 
each receive a flower to take 
home to their mother and a 
laminated certificate.

***
On Mother’s Day, the 

Spiritwood Lions suited 
up for the second time this 
spring, in their aprons with 
spatulas at the ready. They 
hosted a take home Pancake 
Breakfast at the Legion Hall, 
which brought in around 
$740 for the club.

***
Though it remains unclear 

how the upcoming season 
will play out, it’s full steam 
ahead for minor softball in 
Shellbrook.

Shellbrook Minor Sports 
kicked off the season in 
May, and saw close to 130 
kids register to play ball lo-
cally. With games not cur-
rently permitted under the 
Saskatchewan Health Au-
thority’s (SHA) current CO-
VID-19 public health mea-
sures, the organization, and 
its volunteer coaches, are 
setting up training groups of 
up to eight players and put-
ting them through practices 
and drills to keep their soft-
ball skills sharp.

***
Unfortunately, while 

Shellbrook ball players will 
at least enjoy some of the 
usual ball activity, the same 
couldn’t be said in Debden. 
On Tuesday, May 18, the 
Debden Recreation Board 
made the difficult decision 
to cancel the ball season.

***
The Saskatchewan Weekly 

Newspapers Association 
(SWNA) handed out its Bet-
ter Newspapers Competition 
Awards last Monday, and 
for the sixth year in a row 
the Shellbrook Chronicle 
& Spiritwood Herald, and 
news editor Jordan Twiss, 
brought home some hard-
ware.

Once again, Twiss was 
named the SWNA’s Colum-
nist of the Year. Twiss’ other 
top honour came in the Best 
Recreation Story category.

***
Shellbrook’s town crews 

started the work of remov-
ing the speed curve that 
connects 7th Street East 
with 2nd Avenue East.

The infrastructure proj-
ect has been on the town’s 
to-do list for a number of 
years now, but has been put 
off for a number of different 
reasons. 

With Lake Country Co-
op signalling that it finally 
plans to get to work on its 
proposed fertilizer plant on 
the east side of town, the 
speed curve had to be re-
moved to pave the way for 
the business.

***
The fences went up and 

the heavy machinery went 
to work the afternoon of 
May 19, breaking ground at 
the site of Lake Country Co-
op’s new Co-op Gas Bar and 
C-store in Spiritwood. The 
work is being done by VCM 
Construction from Saska-
toon.

Co-op expected the new 
gas bar and C-store to open 
in the spring of 2021.

Hugh and Peggy Jenner offered virtual music ses-
sions for 17 different classrooms in Spiritwood 
and beyond during the pandemic.

Vehicles were lined up in rows as Shellbrook’s Stu-
dio 747 hosted in its end of season recital drive-in 
style.

April Smith is the new librarian for the Leask Wa-
piti Library branch. Connie Peake, who kept the 
library well organized for over 20 years, had de-
cided to retire.

Construction crews got to work on May 19, breaking ground at the location of 
the new Co-op Gas Bar and C-store in Spiritwood.

Shellbrook Chronicle 
news editor Jordan 
Twiss was the winner 
of two Saskatchewan 
Weekly Newspapers As-
sociation Better News-
papers Competition 
Awards.
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From Shellbrook, to the 
Big River First Nation, to 
nearly every corner of 
Saskatchewan, Brenda 
Cromartie’s name is syn-
onymous with hockey.

As one of four women 
to be named to Hockey 
Canada’s Woman Mas-
ter Coach Development 
(WMCD) Program in Sas-
katchewan, Cromartie 
hoped to inspire more 
women to follow in her 
footsteps.

***
After 31 years of coach-

ing, and too many ac-
colades to count, Shell-
brook Skating Club coach 
Tasje Sharron has been 
awarded Saskatchewan’s 
Carol Humphrey Pat on 
the Back Award.

The award, handed 
out by the Skate Can-
ada – Saskatchewan 
Coaches’ Core Commit-
tee, recognizes a coach 
who embodies the late 
Humphrey, a beloved 
Saskatchewan coach who 
was always the first to 
congratulate someone for 
their success or to thank 
them for a job well done.

***
The Villages of Leask 

and Mont Nebo were 
among 25 rural commu-
nities selected to benefit 
from a $4.3 million in-
vestment in rural 4G LTE 
infrastructure by Sask-
Tel. 

SaskTel’s investment 
will see it install addi-
tional carriers on the 
towers serving each of 
these communities, in-
creasing their 4G LTE 
wireless data capacity by 
up to 300 per cent. This 
added capacity will en-
sure that SaskTel wire-
less customers in these 
communities can con-
tinue to fully utilize their 
smartphones without 
being slowed by network 
congestion.

***

The Whispering Pine 
Place care home in Can-
wood is in the process of 
“Raising the Roof” over 
the newly expanded patio 
to accommodate its resi-
dents’ outdoor activities 
and enjoyment.

To kick off the fund-
raising for the project, 
resident family member, 
Janice Muller, and Epi-
cure consultant, Taylor 
Agrey, both of Shell-
brook, created an online 
and word of mouth book 
party as well as sales of 
a fundraising kit cre-
ated by Epicure. $10 
from each kit sale went 
directly back to the fun-
draising, and Taylor also 
donated her commission 
from all sales.  

During the month long 
party $1,115 was raised 
for the new roof.

***
Since 2001, the char-

ity steer auction at the 
Prince Albert Regional 
4-H Show and Sale has 
contributed more than 
$175,000 for local chari-
ties and causes, including 
the Rose Garden Hospice 
and Ronald McDonald 
House.

This year, however, 
the cause was very per-
sonal to the members 
of the Wild Rose 4-H 
club, who cared for this 
year’s charity steer (aptly 

named Charity) and were 
given the opportunity to 
choose where the funds 
would be directed.

With the Cancer Foun-
dation of Saskatchewan 
raising funds to bring a 
4D CT simulator to the 
Saskatoon Cancer Cen-
tre, the Wild Rose 4-H 
decided to support the 
initiative with the pro-
ceeds from the charity 
steer auction.

***
Shell Lake’s Brooklin 

Fry may soon need a new 
trophy case.

After a little bit of 
last minute drama, the 
16-year-old golf prodigy 
was crowned winner 
of the Ladies Northern 
Tournament, which was 
held at Prince Albert’s 
Cooke Municipal Golf 
Course.

***
A first-of-its-kind app 

is hoping to break down 
barriers and improve 
community connections 
when it comes to health, 
mental health, and ad-
dictions services in First 
Nations communities.

Developed by TryCycle 
Data Solutions in consul-
tation with the Big River 
First Nation, and sup-
ported by the Federation 
of Sovereign Indigenous 
Nations (FSIN), the Sas-
katchewan First Nations 

Veterans Association 
(SFNVA), and Indigenous 
Services Canada (ISC), 
the app, called TryCycle, 
was officially launched 
for Android and Apple 
devices at the end of May

***
With outdoor sports re-

suming across the prov-
ince, Saskatchewan’s 
summer soundtrack is 
set to be the ping of alu-
minum baseball bats.

The U11 Shellbrook 
Knights made plenty of 
music in their inaugural 
home opener in June, as 
they played host to the 
Prince Albert Royals.

***
On the beautiful Sat-

urday morning of June 

5, 2021, the Shell Lake 
Legion Branch #15 met 
at the Shell Lake Cem-
etery with a small group 
of family and friends to 
honour veterans.

Wreaths were laid at 
each of the 47 crosses in 
the Veterans Plot.

***
The Town of Spirit-

wood decommissioned 
and replaced two sewage 
pumping stations and 
two generators as part of 
the Investing in Canada 
Infrastructure Program 
— Sewage Pumping Sta-
tion Project. 

Through the program, 
the federal government 
will contribute up to 
$844,800 and the pro-

vincial government will 
provide up to $703,930. 
The program requires 
a municipal investment 
portion. The Town of 
Spiritwood plans to bor-
row $950,000 during 
this year, with a repay-
ment period of 15 years.

***
It was a long winter for 

Spiritwood’s Seniors.
On June 4, however, 

they were able to bring 
back their popular 
Strawberry Social with a 
slightly different format.

Around 360 cakes were 
sold, bringing in a profit 
around $1,600, which 
will go toward hall ex-
penses and upkeep.

Continued on page 10

From left, Big River First Nation Chief Jack Rayne, FSIN Vice Chief Heather 
Bear, SFNVA Grand Chief Steven Ross, and TryCycle Data Solutions CEO Jack 
MacBeth at the press conference for the First Nation’s new mental health app 
in Saskatoon.

Brooklin Fry accepts the Ladies Northern trophy 
from event organizer Andrea Ring. Photo Credit: 
Lucas Punkari/Prince Albert Daily Herald.

Making, assembling, and bagging desserts for the Spiritwood Seniors’ Straw-
berry Social were (from left) Megan Allard, Roberta Wasden, Irene Marion, 
Rosanne Smith, Helen Mack, Cheryl Smith, and Joyce Willick.

Community Calendar
~

SPIRITWOOD: Wapiti Regional Library - Tuesday 9 am - 5 pm; Wednesday 9 am - 5 
pm; Friday 9 am - 5 pm
LEOVILLE: Wapiti Regional Library - Wednesday 10 am - 4 pm; Thursday 10 am - 3 pm 
SHELL LAKE: Wapiti Regional Library - Tuesday 12:30 pm - 4 pm; Wednesday 12:30 
pm - 4 pm

~
BLAINE LAKE: Wapiti Library - Wednesday 11 am - 6 pm; Friday 11 am - 5 pm; Satur-
day 10 am - 4 pm. Contact us for more info 306-497-3130, www.wapitilibrary.ca.
BIG RIVER: Wapiti Library - Wednesday 11:30 am - 4:30 pm; Thursday 11:30 am - 
4:30 pm. Phone # 306-469-2152
CANWOOD: Canwood Branch of Wapiti Regional Library. Tuesday 10 am - 4 pm; 
Thursday 10 am - 4 pm; Friday 1 pm - 5 pm. Kids Club is Fridays 3:30 pm - 4:30 pm, 
Crafter’s Choice is the 2nd and 4th Tuesday of each month.
DEBDEN: Wapiti Library hours:  Tuesday 10 am - 3 pm; Wednesday 3 pm - 7 pm.  
Librarian: Aline Hannon
LEASK: Wapiti Library & Legacy Gallery Hours - Tuesday 10:30 am - 5 pm; Friday 
10:30 am - 5 pm; Saturday 1 pm - 4 pm
MARCELIN: Wapiti Library - Tuesday 2 pm - 7 pm; Thursday 2 pm - 8 pm; Saturday 
9 am - 2 pm. For information on all your library needs, please contact 306-226-2110.
SHELLBROOK: Shellbrook Branch of the Wapiti Library located at 105 Railway Ave., 
West (Provincial building). Library Hours: Monday 2 pm - 6 pm; Tuesday 12 pm - 8 pm; 
Wednesday 2 pm - 8 pm; Thursday 12 pm - 6 pm; Friday 9 am - 4 pm. 

TRIPLE YOUR ADVERTISING
We’ll advertise your important community event in our Community Calendar 

FREE for two weeks prior to the event with purchase of a 
2 column x 2” Display ad for only:

$60.00 plus G.S.T. - A savings of over 30%
Available to Non-Profit & Community Organizations Only

Call Now For Further Details
“Don’t miss out on letting your Community and others know of your event!”

Shellbrook Chronicle & Spiritwood Herald
Box 10, Shellbrook, SK  S0J 2E0

Ph: 306-747-2442 • Fax: 306-747-3000 • Email: chads@sbchron. com



June Cont’d
Last September, the 

Shell Lake Lions Club 
started selling tickets for 
a golf cart raffle.

A total of 1,000 tickets 
were sold for the raffle, 
bringing in net profits of 
$14,000 for the club.

The winner, Joe Fast, 
who has just completed 
his first year in econom-
ics at Princeton Univer-

sity, found he had no 
need for a golf cart and 
decided he would like to 
donate his prize back to 
the Lions. 

He sold the golf cart 
to the Spiritwood Golf 
and Country Club, which 
was in need of new carts, 
and was able to donate 
$4,000 each to the Shell 
Lake Lions and Spirit-
wood Lions Clubs. 

***
Summer was filled with 

road work for the Min-
istry of Highways, and 
the stretch of Highway 3 
between Shellbrook and 
Prince Albert received 
some long-desired up-
grades.

The Ministry of High-
ways’ plans for the High-
way included three sets 
of passing lanes (six 
lanes total).

***
A private member’s 

bill brought forward by 
Prince Albert MP Randy 
Hoback has been defeat-
ed at its second reading.

The legislation, Bill 
C-234, An Act to Amend 
the Income Tax Act 
(home security mea-
sures), was first proposed 
by Hoback in 2020 and 
would have made home 
security systems more 
affordable for Canadians 
by establishing a Home 
Security Tax Credit. 

***
Karen Johnstone of 

Pierceland, and formerly 
of Shellbrook, has been 
awarded the Saskatche-
wan High School Athlet-
ics Association’s Service 
Award. 

Karen’s nomination 
was submitted by the 
North West High School 
Athletic Association for 
her contributions as a 
teacher and coach at the 
school, district, and pro-
vincial level. 

***
On the evening of June 

11, École Debden Public 
School held a small out-
door graduation ceremo-
ny for eight graduates 
and their families. The 
rainy weather cleared up 
and it was a lovely eve-
ning for the ceremony, 
which was live-streamed. 

***
The popular ‘Wine Sur-

vivor’ fundraiser’s cousin 
‘Beer Survivor’ made its 
second appearance in 
Spiritwood, with locals 
finding teams, brain-
storming names, and 
entering for their chance 
to win the summer bev-
erages.

With this round of Beer 
Survivor, SARCS raised 
$7,560.

***
One of Spiritwood’s slo-

pitch teams, the “Dirty 
Pitches”, held their first 
annual Home Run Derby 
in June, raising $1,597.50 
in the Calcutta.

***

In a normal June, local 
school gymnasiums and 
auditoriums across the 
province would be filled 
to capacity for Grade 12 
graduation ceremonies.

With a little coopera-
tion from Mother Na-
ture, Canwood Public 
School celebrated its 
grads in style, when fam-
ily, friends, staff, and the 
six members of the Class 
of 2021 gathered in front 
of the school for a drive-
in style ceremony.

***
Children who grow up 

playing on the new play-
ground equipment cur-
rently being installed at 
Shellbrook Elementary 
School can say thanks 
to the late Velma Ell, 
who left $76,000 to the 
school in her estate.

***
If you take a stroll 

along the walking path 
by the Spiritwood and 
District Health Complex, 
you are sure to spot the 
new permanent signage 
that was completed on 
June 6. The signs were 
built for SARCS’ Story-
book Stroll, which will 
feature children’s books 
on rotation throughout 
the year.

SARCS received a Par-
ticipACTION grant in 
April in the amount of 
$650. Bryan Wingerter 
volunteered his time to 
build the signs and Matt 
from Timber Spirit Sup-
ply donated any lumber 
that wasn’t covered by 

the grant money for the 
project.

JULY
In a small town like 

Shellbrook, partnerships 
between individuals and 
organizers are keys for 
success.

For proof of this, one 
needs only look at a part-
nership between Happy 
Hearts Childcare Cen-
tre and Parkland Meats, 
which has helped the 
daycare raise vital funds 
in five out of the last six 
years.

This year, after all the 
sales were tallied up, 
Happy Hearts pocketed 
about $3,600 in profits, 
and both Parkland Meats 
and Happy Hearts are 
clearly pleased with how 
things are going.

***
It was 1993, and Allison 

Irvine had just begun her 
service as a firefighter 
when she saw a Parkland 
Ambulance advertise-
ment for volunteer first 
responder training in the 
Shellbrook Chronicle.

She completed the 
first responder training 
course in 1994 and has 
been serving as a first 
responder in Shellbrook 
and the surrounding 
area for the past 27 years.

This quarter century of 
dedicated service to sav-
ing lives earned Irvine 
the Saskatchewan Pro-
tective Services Medal.

***
Capping off a school 

year unlike any other, 
WP Sandin High School 
toasted the class of 2021 
with a fittingly unique 
graduation ceremony.

With ongoing public 
health guidelines limit-
ing attendance at the of-
ficial graduation ceremo-
ny, the festivities kicked 
off with a parade.

Once that was done, 
the graduates returned 
to the football field at 
WP Sandin High School, 
where they were joined 
by school staff and their 
special guests for a drive-
in graduation ceremony.

Continued on page 11

Regular services, Sunday school and special services will be listed.

PARTNERS IN FAITH
Lutheran/United/

Christchurch Anglican, 
137-2nd St. W. 

Spiritwood
  Worship 11:00 a.m. 
Rev. Sarah Urano
-----------------------

UNITED /ANGLICAN
Worship Services

Glaslyn
Time is on the sign

Rev. Kun Kim
Rev. Don Skinner
-----------------------

CATHOLIC
SUNDAY

Spiritwood - 11:15 a.m.
Leoville - 9:30 a.m.

Shell Lake - 2:00 p.m.
Chitek Lake - Closed for 

the Season
Everyone Welcome

SATURDAY
Medstead - 6 p.m. 

Father Ramel Macapala 
-----------------------
PARTNERS IN 

WORSHIP
Shell Lake

Worship Services
Sunday 9:00 a.m. 

Pastor Sarah Urano
306-841-7333

-----------------------

SEVENTH DAY  
ADVENTIST

407 - 2nd Ave .E, 
Shellbrook

Sat., 9:45 am - 
Sabbath School

Sat., 11:00 am - Worship
Broadcast on 

VOAR 92.1 FM
Pastor Liviu Tilihoi

306-747-3398
-----------------------
MENNONITE 
BRETHREN

Glenbush
10:00 am - Sunday School

Worship 10:50 am 
-----------------------

FIELDS OF HOPE
(HOFFNUNGSFELDER)
MENNONITE CHURCH

Glenbush
Worship - 11:00 am

 -----------------------
BETHEL
Medstead

 1st Sunday, 10 am - 
Worship

Pastor David Jensen
3rd Sunday - 10 am 

Worship
Pastor David Jensen

-----------------------

Gideons International 
of Canada

Battlefords Camp
Phone Art Martynes 

(306) 389-4633
-----------------------

EVANGELICAL FREE
Mont Nebo

 Wed., 7:30 pm -
Bible Study & Prayer

  Sun., 10:30 am - Worship  
 Pastor Bill Klumpenhower

-----------------------
LAKELAND 

COMMUNITY CHURCH
(Corner of 1st Ave. and 4th 

St., Spiritwood)
Sun., 11 am - Worship 

Service & Sunday School
Pastor Michael Kluthe

306-883-2380
-----------------------

BELBUTTE FULL 
GOSPEL

   11 am  Worship Service
  1st Sun., 7:30 pm 

- Hymn Sing
Pastor Floyd Berg
-----------------------

COWBOY CHURCH
Spiritwood

Every Wednesday Night 
7 pm

Spiritwood Legion Hall
Pastor Rick Martin

Praise & WorshiP
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Looking back on the year that was 2021

École Debden Public School’s Class of 2021. Back row, l to r: Liam Thiessen, 
Elijiah Pott, Matthew Graham, and Pascal Marchildon. Front row, l to r: Rhea 
Peterson, Janaya Bilodeau, Kenzie Demers, and Jasmine Lamotte.

A new playground was installed at Shellbrook El-
ementary School, thanks to a donation of $76,000 
from the estate of the late Velma Ell.

Spiritwood Lions Cheyenne Orange (left) and Son-
ja Nielsen (right) were joint recipients of the Lion 
of the Year Award, which was presented by outgo-
ing Lions President Marg Pretli.

Canwood Public School’s Class of 2021, l to r: Hunter Papin Bather, Kayleigh 
Eberts, Will Shaaf, Kaley McInnis, Cameron Thomas, and Caylah Nelson.
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Looking back on the year that was 2021
July Cont’d

Though many no 
doubt know him best as 
the long-time Reeve for 
the Rural Municipal-
ity of Shellbrook, Doug 
Oleksyn says he long ago 
lost count of how many 
years he’s been involved 
with 4H.

For all his contributions 
to 4H, he was recognized 
with an induction into 
the Saskatchewan 4H 
Hall of Fame — thanks 
to a nomination from the 
Wild Rose 4H Beef Club.

***
The Lowens own and 

operate Wandering Shov-
el Farm, a market garden 
located just south of the 
town of Spiritwood. They 
sell produce at a variety 
of farmer’s markets in 
north-central Saskatch-
ewan as well as offering 
a market share program 
for interested customers.

In July, they were serv-
ing chicken tacos and 
giving farm tours for 
their interested custom-
ers. Around 50 people 
were out for the open 
house.

***
The charity steer has 

been a highlight of the 
Prince Albert Regional 
4H Show and Sale for 
many years.

This year was the Wild 
Rose 4H Club’s turn to 
raise the steer and se-
lect the charity, and they 
chose the Cancer Foun-
dation of Saskatchewan.

The auction was a mas-
sive success, hauling in 
$150,000.

***
Anyone who knows 

Lorna Benson, knows 
she doesn’t like to be in 
the spotlight.

Imagine her surprise, 
then, when members of 
her community nominat-
ed her to be one of this 
year’s recipients of the 
Sovereign’s  Medal  for 

Volunteers. 
The honour was pre-

sented to her by Sas-
katchewan Lieutenant 
Governor Russ Mirasty 
on Canada Day.

***
Change was in the air at 

the Doukhobor Dugout 
House, when the provin-
cial and national heritage 
site welcomed in visitors 
for the opening of the 
2021 tourism season and 
the Season of Colours.

For Brenda Chevelday-
off, a Doukhobor descen-
dant and the founder of 
the site, the season open-
ing was both a blessing 
and a surprise, as there 
was a time, at the height 
of the COVID-19 pan-
demic, when she thought 
she might not be able to 
re-open.

***
Another big year for 

Shellbrook’s Chase the 
Lucky 7 came to an end 
in exciting fashion on 
Friday, June 26.

It took 13 balls to get 
there, and Judy Philp 
drawing the first ball and 
taking home the consola-
tion prize of $500, until 
proxy Kris Moe pulled 
the Lucky 7 for winner 
Colby Moe, who is now 

$54,902.50 richer.
***

A group of people gath-
ered at SAD SAAC park 
on July 1 for the Every 
Child Matters Aware-
ness Walk that was held 
in Spiritwood. The walk 
was to honour Residen-
tial School survivors and 
the children who didn’t 
make it home.

***
Spiritwood High 

School wrapped up an-
other year on June 30, 
with a graduation cer-

emony and parade. This 
year, the school had 39 
graduates.

***
Each spring, the Spirit-

wood and District Lions 
award one scholarship 
to a Spiritwood High 
School graduate in the 
amount of $500.

This year’s recipi-
ent was Aleah McNabb. 
Aleah is looking forward 
to starting a program in 
social work with the Uni-
versity of Regina at the 
Saskatoon campus in the 
fall.

***
A historic Roman 

Catholic Church located 

near Redberry Lake, just 
southwest of Blaine Lake, 
was reduced to rubble by 
a fire.

The fire at the Holy 
Trinity Polish Roman 
Catholic Church, which 
held services from 1909 
to 1985 and has since 
been maintained by gen-
erations of volunteers, 
came as churches across 
the country had been 
vandalized or set on fire 
in the wake of the poten-
tial discovery of more 
than 1,000 Indigenous 
children’s bodies at the 
sites of former residen-
tial schools.

***
A year after its initial 

roots were put down, 
a partnership between 
the Town of Shellbrook 
and the Shellbrook Area 
Ministerial Food Bank is 
hoping to put some fresh 
produce on the plates of 
the community’s most 
vulnerable families.

Taking advantage of 
some unused greenspace 
along Railway Avenue, 
the town and food bank 
have seeded a commu-
nity garden with root 
vegetables like onions, 
potatoes, carrots, beats, 
and turnips, which will 
be added to the hampers 
distributed by the food 
bank.

Continued on page 12

Allison Irvine accepted the Saskatchewan Protec-
tive Services Medal in recognition of her 27 years 
of service as a first responder.

Valedictorian Hunter Tremblay gave a speech at 
WP Sandin High School’s graduation ceremony.

A variety of floats and other modes of transpor-
tation were used to get Spiritwood Graduates 
around town on June 30.

Lorna Benson was one 
of 26 Saskatchewan 
residents to have re-
ceived the Sovereign’s  
Medal  for Volunteers 
from Lieutenant Gov-
ernor Russ Mirasty on 
Canada Day.

The 112-year-old Holy Trinity Polish Roman Cath-
olic Church, located near Redberry Lake, was re-
duced to rubble by a fire on July 8. Police said the 
blaze was suspicious.

Regular services, Sunday school and special services will be listed.
LUTHERAN CHURCH

Zion - Canwood
Sunday School,

Worship Sunday, 11 a.m.
St. John’s - Shellbrook

Sunday School, 
Live-stream worship 
service on Facebook, 

Worship Sunday, 9 a.m.
Rev. Emmanuel Aristide

------------------------
PENTECOSTAL 

CHURCH
Parkside

10:30 a.m. Worship
Pastor Daniel Mooseely

306-747-3572
Shellbrook 
Adult Study

9:30 a.m.
Sun., 10:30 a.m. - Worship
Pastor David Bodvarson

306-747-7235
Canwood

11:00 a.m. - Worship
Pastor Glenn Blazosek

306-468-2138
Leask Gospel Tabernacle

Sunday 11 a.m. & 6:30 p.m.
Pastor Lorne Valuck

------------------------
PRESBYTERIAN

Mistawasis
Sunday worship

11:00 a.m.
Rev. Katherine Bretzlaff

------------------------

IMMANUEL 
LUTHERAN

Parkside
11 a.m. - Worship 
------------------------

ANGLICAN CHURCH
Leask - All Saint’s

Sunday Service - 9 a.m.
St. Andrew’s - Shellbrook
Sunday, 11 a.m. Service

Canwood - Christ Church
Sunday, 2 p.m. - Service

Rev. Wendell Brock
306-460-7696

H.C. Service with Rev. 
Brock - 1st Sunday of the 

month  
------------------------

MENNONITE 
BRETHREN CHURCH

Blaine Lake Gospel Chapel 
109 Railway Ave. W.

Blaine Lake
306-497-3316

Pastor: Rick Schellenberg
Sunday, 10:30 a.m. 

Worship
------------------------

EVANGELICAL FREE
Big River

11:00 a.m. - Worship
Bible Classes 9:45 a.m.

Summer: 10:30 a.m. - 12
306-469-2258

Youth Nite: Fridays
Mont Nebo

Bible Study & Prayer
Sun., 11:00 a.m. - Worship
Pastor Bill Klumpenhower

------------------------

UNITED CHURCH
Big River
Sundays 

10 a.m.. - Worship
 at Anglican Church
Rev. Dave Whalley

306-747-2804
------------------------

CATHOLIC CHURCH
Debden

Sun. Mass - 9:30 a.m. 
Fr. Dong Doan

Big River - Sacred Heart
Sun., 11:30 a.m. - Mass

Whitefish
Sun., 2:30 p.m. - Mass.

Victoire
Sat., 7:30 p.m. - Mass.

Fr. Dong Doan 
St. Agatha’s - Shellbrook

Mass - Sunday 9 a.m.
St. Henry’s - Leask

Mass - Sunday -  11 a.m.
Mistawasis

2nd & 4th Sundays, 1:30 p.m.
Fr. Phong Tran

------------------------
SEVENTH DAY  

ADVENTIST
407-2nd Ave E, Shellbrook
Sat., 9:45 a.m. - Sabbath School

Sat., 11:00 am  -Worship
Broadcast on 

VOAR 92.1 FM
Pastor Liviu Tilihoi

306-747-3398

Praise & WorshiP
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July Cont’d

The RCMP honoured 
one of its own in Prince 
Albert on June 25, memo-
rializing the late Harold 
Gray with the planting of 
an amur maple tree at the 
RCMP depot.

***
No one can accuse Jim 

Van Eaton of not living 
life to the fullest.

At 91 years young, he’s 
seen and done more than 
most people could accom-
plish in multiple lifetimes. 
His latest achievement, 
however, is becoming the 
author of Tales and Mem-
ories of the Past, a book 
he wrote alongside guest 
scribe Marjorie Bradley.

***
The RCMP detachment 

in Spiritwood held a free 
BBQ at the Cameron and 
Bourdages Memorial 
Park at the north end of 
Spiritwood on July 7, to 
commemorate the 15th 
anniversary of the slay-
ings of two officers. The 
event was organized pri-
marily by Barbara Ti-
pewan and was well at-
tended.

***
The Shellbrook Area 

Ministerial Food Bank 
has found a new home in 
the basement of the Shell-
brook Pentecostal Assem-
bly. The move was made 
necessary due to the 
closure of Knox United 
Church at the end of June.

***
It’s been a sizzling sum-

mer for Shell Lake’s teen-
age golf phenom Brooklin 
Fry, who won her second 
straight U17 and U19 Ju-
nior Women’s Champion-
ships at Moose Jaw’s Hill-
crest Golf Club over the 
weekend.

***
A dream 13 years in the 

making is entering the fi-
nal stretch.

Accompanied by gov-
ernment officials and loy-
al supporters, members 
of the Rose Garden Hos-
pice Association (RGHA) 
held a sod turning cere-

mony for the Rose Garden 
Hospice, signalling their 
intent to officially com-
mence construction of the 
palliative care facility.

***
After more than a year 

of doing the majority of 
his work over Zoom and 
telephone calls, Gary Vi-
dal, MP for the Desnethé-
Missinippi-Churchill rid-
ing, hit the road in July 
to meet with constituents 
in Big River, Debden, and 
Canwood.

***
The Rural Municipal-

ity of Canwood is one of 
a dozen rural municipali-
ties that will benefit from 
a $1.1 million federal-
provincial investment in 
the Rural and Northern 
Communities Infrastruc-
ture Stream of the Invest-
ing in Canada Infrastruc-
ture Program.

The funds will help 
the R.M. of Canwood re-
place the Hilldrop Bridge, 
which has reached the 
end of its useful life, with 
three new culverts.

***
Shell Lake Heydays re-

turned this year. After 
a COVID hiatus, a hast-
ily put together single 
day celebration with an 
appreciative crowd took 
place on July 17.

***
As COVID restric-

tions have lifted and we 
are experiencing a bit of 
“normalcy,” Shell Lake 
has recognized that some 
people went out of their 

way to look after the 
general public, seniors, 
people in need, and the 
youth.

To this end, the Shell 
Lake Lions club selected 
JoyAnne Ardagh to re-
ceive the Citizen of the 
Year award. 

***
Though there’s been no 

grand opening just yet, 
Shellbrook’s new disc golf 
course, located in Centen-
nial Park, is up and run-
ning – albeit with seven 
baskets instead of the 
standard nine.

***
There was ball aplenty 

at the Shellbrook Sports 
Grounds over the week-
end, as the U11 Shell-
brook Knights and the 
U14 Shellbrook Rangers 
hosted 12 opposing teams 
from across the province 
for their respective pro-
vincial tournaments.

The U11 Knights made 
an impressive comeback 
to win gold, while the U14 
Rangers came up short in 
the finals and won silver.

***
After 36 years of busi-

ness in Spiritwood, Roy’s 
Fixit has finally retired. 
The business, owned and 
operated by Roy Mayo, 
has been a staple in the 
Spiritwood business com-
munity for the past few 
decades and is already 
missed by some of Mayo’s 
faithful customers.

AUGUST
Dr. Alex von Dewitz 

was flabbergasted when 
he got a call from a devel-
oper asking if he’d be in-
terested in selling some of 
his pastureland along the 
shores of Iroquois Lake, 
and told the caller “not in 
your dreams.”

Dr. von Dewitz is one of 
many Iroquois Lake land-
owners and R.M. of Leask 
ratepayers opposed to a 
24-cabin development, 
called The Woodlands 
on Iroquois Lake, which 
was all but given a rub-
ber stamp by the R.M. of 
Leask council at its July 
14 meeting.

***
“Do you really want to 

know?” David Whalley’s 
cousin, Lance, asked him 
during a phone call two 
or three years ago. “You 
might not like what you 
find.”

The question and warn-
ing came in response to 
Whalley’s own questions 
about a family he’d been 
denied contact with his 
entire life, and after de-
cades of searching for an-
swers, he says he felt like 
he was finally entitled to 
the truth.

***
A woman who ran for 

the chief in the June 18 
Ahtahakakoop Cree Na-
tion elections is chal-

lenging the results of the 
council election and seek-
ing a do-over.

Kathy Masuskapoe says 
there were a number of ir-
regularities with how the 
election was handled.

***
In the spring, SARCS 

had given businesses the 
opportunity to sponsor 
burger sales throughout 
the summer. It wasn’t 
long before all the sales 
had been scooped up and, 
in no time, summer rolled 
around and the crew was 
out flipping burgers.

Sales did well. The June 
30 sale, sponsored by 
Northern Lakes Mechan-
ical sold around 100 burg-
ers, Lavoie’s Machining & 
Welding’s sale on July 9 
put out around 200 burg-
ers, and the Martodam 
Family Retail sale on July 
23 sold around 150 burg-
ers. 

***
Cozy Creek Camp-

ground’s August Long 
weekend celebration fin-
ished off with a bang. 
The campground, located 
south of the town of Spir-
itwood celebrated nine 
years of operation this 
year and are looking for-
ward to 10 years in 2022.

***
It was an activity-

packed day at Meeting 
Lake Regional Park, when 
the park hosted a Bun-
nock tournament. These 
events would normally be 
a part of the park’s Can-
ada Day celebrations but 
due to pandemic restric-
tions and weather they 
were not able to do them 
on that weekend.

The tournament was 
full with 20 teams par-
ticipating. The A-side 
winners were Kim Gold-
ing, Roy Balkwill, Bran-
don Golding, and Justin 
Golding. They took home 
a $200 prize. The B-side 
winners were Gordon 
Moore, Justin Moore, 
Alesha Moore, and 
Johnathon Moore, who 
received Meeting Lake 
Regional Park t-shirts.

***
Three years after his 

remains were discovered 
in a burnt-out car on the 
Ahtahkakoop First Na-
tion, all files pertaining to 
the RCMP’s investigation 
into the death of 20-year-
old Brennan Ahenakew-
Johnstone are set to be 
released through a public 
inquest.

Continued on page 13

Jim Van Eaton and Marjorie Bradley unbox fresh 
copies of Tales and Memories of the Past.

The U11 Shellbrook Knights became provincial champions in their first sea-
son. Back row: coaches Curtis Olsen, Dave Philp, and Jamie Capner, and 
manager Brittney Capner. Middle row: Will Kasner, Mason Harris, Morgan 
McEwan, Noah Klein, Wyatt Smith, and Canden Olsen. Front row: Ryder Ver-
bonac, Caleb Philp, Merek Tait, Ty Keyowski, Devlin Capner, and Brody Moe.

This marshy area along the shores of Iroquois 
Lake could soon be a 24-cabin development, if 
concerned ratepayers can’t convince the R.M. of 
Leask Council to change its mind.

From left: Nathaniel, Payton, Tomas, Gwyn, and 
Kylie enjoyed finding cat tails during one of their 
Shellbrook Playground Program adventures. Ac-
cording to them, the plants turn into corn dogs 
when microwaved.

Members of the Walter Willoughby Horticultural 
Society gathered in Shellbrook on Wednesday, 
June 28 to tour local backyard gardens. The tour 
began in Toni Sommerfeld’s garden, before mov-
ing to Sheila and Wayne Larson’s backyard. A 
lunch and much conversation about gardening fol-
lowed in Kinsmen Park. Photo Credit: Beryl Peake
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Looking back on the year that was 2021
August Cont’d

More than a year after 
his body was found in 
a rural area near Peka-
kumew Lake, the Sas-
katchewan RCMP Major 
Crimes Unit has pressed 
charges in the death of 
36-year-old Richard Net-
maker.

On July 26, 2021, of-
ficers arrested and 
charged Karlyne Morin 
(DOB: 2000-09-18) of 
the Big River First Nation 
with one count of crimi-
nal negligence causing 
death and two counts of 
forcible confinement.

***
The dust was flying 

all weekend up in Tim-
berland for the Trail-
riders Amateur Rodeo, 
which took place July 31 
through Aug. 1. The ro-
deo is organized by the 
Leoville Trailriders who 
sources all the livestock 
from local farmers.

***
Spiritwood’s women’s 

hockey team announced 
the recipients of the 2021 
Joyce Willick Scholar-
ship. Olivia Woytiuk and 
Carli Cooling are the first 
ever winners of the schol-
arship, which is planned 
to return each year.

***
A couple from the 

Mistawasis First Nation 
celebrated their 70th an-
niversary and renewed 
their wedding vows at 
the Leask Lion’s Hall on 
Aug. 7.

William and Veronica 
Duquette were married 
on the Big River First 
Nation on June 8, 1951. 
They have lived and 
raised 13 children on the 
Mistawasis First Nation, 
and welcomed numerous 
grandchildren and great 
grandchildren over the 
years.

***
After taking a year off 

due to the COVID-19 
pandemic, Shoot for the 
Vitals was back in ac-
tion as normal this sum-
mer, hosting an impres-
sive 125 archers over the 

course of two days.
Through eight events, 

Shoot for the Vitals 
has donated more than 
$25,000 to programs, 
such as fitLife, organiza-
tions like the University 
of Alberta’s Transplant 
Physio Department and 
the Saskatchewan Lung 
Association through its 
bottle drive, and indi-
viduals and families who 
are going through the 
process of organ and tis-
sue donation.

***
In a small community 

like Shell Lake, those 
who don’t actively partic-
ipate in curling normally 
spend their winters at the 
local rink watching curl-
ing.

That won’t be the case 
this coming winter, as the 
Shell Lake Curling Rink 
burned to the ground in 
mid-August, leaving the 
whole community devas-
tated.

***
The Dirty Pitches 

brought back their annu-
al Slo-Pitch tournament 
a little later this year, 
due to pandemic restric-
tions early in the season. 
The 4th instalment of the 
tournament was spon-
sored by Blaine Lake 
Hardware and Liquor.

***
SARCS hosted its first 

annual golf tournament 

at the Spiritwood Golf 
Course. The tournament, 
which was organized by 
SARCS and the Spirit-
wood Golf Course, drew 
63 participants resulting 
in 17 teams hitting the 
course.

***
The Belbutte Commu-

nity donated a display 
case to the Spiritwood 
Museum.

This display case origi-
nally appeared in the 
Belbutte General Store 
(established in 1929). It 
was later used in the Bel-
butte Community Hall 
until that was closed in 
2020. 

It will now display 
memorabilia from the 
Belbutte Community at 
the museum.

***
The Big River First 

Nation has started con-
struction on a brand-new 
$9.4 million sports com-
plex, named in honour of 
late community member 
and NHLer Jim Neilson.

***
Normally, it’s not un-

usual to see cars in the 
lot of a car dealership. 
But on Saturday morn-
ing, the vehicles were 
lined up at Shellbrook’s 
Naber Ford to help raise 
$7,858 for STARS Air 
Ambulance.

***

Despite what has been 
one of the worst growing 
seasons in recent years, 
the Walter Willoughby 
Horticultural Society 
put on a blooming good 
show when it hosted its 
58th annual Horticul-
ture Show in Canwood 
on Thursday.

All told, the show saw 
32 exhibitors, including 
five new entrants, submit 
321 entries to be judged 
across categories ranging 
from flowers, fruits, and 
veggies, to baking, crafts, 
and photography

***
The Rural Municipality 

of Shellbrook is making 
it easier for ratepayers 
to recycle, with the in-
troduction of a recycling 
pilot project.

Under the project, 
which is slated to begin 
Sept. 6, the R.M. will set 
up a recycling bin for pa-
per products and a sec-
ond bin for all other recy-
clables in each division. 
The R.M. was able to se-
cure the bins at no cost 
and will just pay $21.98 
per tip.

***
The annual Fast Fly-In 

Breakfast was back for 
2021 after having been 
cancelled in 2020 due to 
pandemic restrictions. 
Around 250 people came 
out to the annual event 
throughout the morning, 

according to Marlene 
Walter.

SEPTEMBER
For the second straight 

summer, Randy Hoback, 
the incumbent for the 
riding of Prince Albert, 
and his team spent early 
August grilling for a good 
cause.

This summer, with the 
Shellbrook Swimming 
Pool selected as the wor-
thy cause and a scorching 
hot day to contend with, 
the community barbecue 
raised about $1,100.

***
The public inquest 

into the 2018 death of 
Brennan Ahenakew-
Johnstone concluded last 
Thursday, with the jury 
agreeing with the RC-
MP’s conclusion that the 
20-year-old’s death was 
accidental.

***
The Big River First Na-

tion is mandating vac-
cines for its roughly 300 
employees.

“The biggest reason 
we’re trying to do this 
is our school has hardly 
been open for the last two 
years,” band CEO Derek 
Klein said. “We’ve only 
been open probably 50 or 
60 days. Most of the kids 
aren’t getting educated 
because of COVID-19.”

***
The 50+ crew was out 

on the greens at the Spir-

itwood Golf Course for a 
tournament. The event 
drew in 59 players from 
Spiritwood, Leoville, 
Medstead, Chitek Lake, 
Calgary, Turtleford, Deb-
den, Shell Lake, Saska-
toon, and Shellbrook.

***
The Shell Lake Fifty 

Plus Club hosted the 
Annual Bud Dicus Golf 
Tournament on Aug. 26.  
As with many events 
lately, this annual tour-
nament was last held two 
years ago in 2019, for the 
same reason so many 
other events had to be 
cancelled in 2020.

***
Hockey and soccer 

players from the Big Riv-
er First Nation are the 
latest to benefit from a 
skills training program 
that hopes to revolu-
tionize the way young 
athletes, especially un-
derserved Indigenous 
athletes, develop in their 
sport.

With guidance from 
hockey program coordi-
nator Brenda Cromartie, 
the First Nation has part-
nered with Regina-based 
Om Hockey Systems on a 
pilot project to incorpo-
rate its training program 
into the school curricu-
lum and run both hockey 
and soccer programs 
throughout the year.

Continued on page 14

The Shell Lake Curling Rink was consumed by a 
fire on Saturday, Aug. 14.

Leadership from the Big River First Nation, government officials, and family 
members of the late Jim Neilson celebrated the beginning of construction on 
the Jim Neilson Sports Complex in August.

William and Veronica Duquette (front row, mid-
dle) celebrated 70 years of marriage with family 
and friends.

Local aspiring pilot, Corbin Wingerter, gets ready 
to take to the air at the annual Fast Fly-In Break-
fast. Photo credit: Marc DeGirolamo.

Some exciting rides were seen in the 15 and under 
steer riding competition at the Trailriders Ama-
teur Rodeo.



September Cont’d
After just a year and a half 

of business, the Bee & Thistle 
Winery is creating quite the 
buzz at the local, regional, na-
tional, and even international 
levels, with its wines earn-
ing high praise from industry 
judges at the Alberta Bever-
age Awards, the All Canadian 
Wine Competition, and the 
New York International Wine 
Competition.

The true feather in Bee & 
Thistle’s cap was being named 
Canada’s Fruit Winery of the 
Year for 2021.

***
A summer BBQ hosted by 

Parkland Meats raised $1,200 
for Shellbrook Minor Sports. 

The funds raised will go into 
the local IP (learn to play) pro-
gram, to help lower costs for 
families and get young kids in-
terested in hockey. In the face 
of lower registration numbers, 
Minor Sports has already low-
ered the fees for the program 
to $300 from $400.

***
A new lumber mill in Prince 

Albert, expected to begin op-
erations in Q1 of 2022, will 
employ as many as 700 people 
in northern Saskatchewan.

The $250 million mill, oper-
ated by Saskatchewan-based 
One Sky Forest Products 
Ltd., will have the capacity to 
produce 600 million square 
feet of oriented strand board 
(OSB) annually when produc-
tion starts.

***
The annual Fall Seniors Golf 

Tournament was held at the 
Canwood Pines Golf Course 
on Thursday, Sept. 9. There 
were 52 golfers who attended.  
They enjoyed good weather 
for a wonderful day of golfing 
fun. 

***
The Town of Blaine Lake 

hosted a community celebra-
tion to mark the grand open-
ing of its brand-new water 
treatment plant.

The celebration, attended by 
Biggar-Sask Valley MLA Ran-
dy Weekes in place of Premier 
Scott Moe, included tours of 
the new municipal facility, a 
ribbon cutting ceremony, an 
outdoor dinner of pulled pork 
and salad prepared by the 
Blaine Lake Seniors, and mu-
sical entertainment from Ed 
Bajak.

***

After the shortest possible 
federal election campaign, 
almost nothing has changed 
on the national political land-
scape. Prime Minister Justin 
Trudeau’s Liberal government 
was given another minority 
mandate on Monday evening, 
albeit with one more seat than 
it entered the race with.

In the area, Conservative 
incumbents Randy Hoback, 
Kelly Block, Gary Vidal, and 
Rosemarie Falk were all easily 
returned to office.

***
With an all-important final 

round of roster cuts to come 
before the regular season be-
gins, the Parkland U18 AA 
Elks were put through their 
paces on Friday evening when 
they hosted the Prince Al-
bert Vulcans for an exhibition 
match.

The game was the first held 
in the Richardson Pioneer 
Recreation Centre in almost 
a year, and the hometown 
crowd was out in numbers to 
cheer the Elks on.

***
The St. Andrew’s Anglican 

Church congregation was 
pleased to welcome their new 
Minister, Rev. Wendell Brock.

***
A 54-year-old man is dead 

following a shooting at a resi-
dence on the Pelican Lake 
First Nation.

According to the Spiritwood 
RCMP, the detachment re-

ceived a report of the shooting 
at around 8:30 a.m. on Sept. 
17. Officers and EMS respond-
ed to the call, and a 54-year-
old man from Golden, B.C., 
was declared deceased at the 
scene.

***
 The Shell Lake Lions Club 

hosted District Governor 
Marianne Kramchynsky from 
Rosthern for a visit on Sept. 
13. Four Club members were 
absent, as DG Marianne spoke 
on the changes Lions Clubs 
have endured the past 18 
months with training, social-
izing, and virtual meetings 
becoming the norm.

***
In a normal year, the end of 

September would bring about 
the celebration of Special Care 
Home Week, giving Saskatch-
ewan a chance to recognize 
and celebrate the residents, 
staff, and volunteers who live 
and work at long-term care fa-
cilities across the province.

With beautiful weather for 
the day, the residents of all 
three homes of Parkland Inte-
grated Health Centre’s Special 
Care Home were able to gath-
er together outside for the first 
time in a long time and enjoy a 
western-themed photo booth 
and a barbecue. The highlight, 
however, came in the form 
of six community members 
and their equine friends, who 
dropped by to pay a visit and 
chat.

***
Continuing a tradition start-

ed in the 2014 football season, 
the W.P. Sandin Aardvarks 
hosted the Big River Braves 
under the Friday Night Lights 
on Sept. 24.

The Aardvarks cruised to an 
easy win, besting the Braves 
by a score of 48-13.

***
“Words cannot express how 

truly thankful we are for this 
beautiful gift we have re-
ceived,” said Amy Simonar, 
Recreation Coordinator at 
the Spiritwood and District 
Health Complex.

Simonar was referring to 
the gazebo that now stands 
behind Spiritwood’s long-
term care facility. The gazebo 
project was led by the Idylwild 
Lodge Auxiliary, whose man-
date is to improve the qual-
ity of life for residents of the 
Lodge.

***
Shellbrook Minor Sports 

hosted its first ever Try Hock-
ey Day on Sunday, Sept. 19, 
and it was a huge success.

Thirteen kids registered, 
with 12 hitting the ice. Each 
child got a stick given to them 
to use on the ice and to take 
home at the end of the day. 
Sticks were sponsored by 
KDM Farms. 

OCTOBER
All the ballots have been 

counted, and the results of 
last Wednesday’s municipal 
by-election in Shellbrook have 
been signed off on.

With that, Peter Halayka has 
been elected to Shellbrook’s 
Town Council, filling the seat 
left vacant by former council-
lor John Hughes.

***
Students and staff from 

Shellbrook Elementary School 
and WP Sandin High School 
gathered on Thursday to ob-
serve and recognize Canada’s 
first National Day of Truth 
and Reconciliation.

The afternoon gathering, 
held in the schoolyard of Shell-
brook Elementary School, was 
steeped in Indigenous culture 
and featured the musical styl-
ings of the Young Bucks drum 
group from the Big River First 
Nation.

Continued on page 16
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Biggar-Sask Valley MLA Randy Weekes cuts the ribbon on 
the Town of Blaine Lake’s new water treatment plant, along-
side members of Blaine Lake’s council and administration, 
and employees from Associated Engineering.

Looking back on the year that was 2021

Shell Lake Lions members received Service Pins, awarded by 
DG Marianne Kramchynsky: John Dykstra - Sheri Prosser 
Dykstra, Lorraine Diehl (5 years), John Duncan (5 years) 
with Shell Lake and (35 with Leask, total 40), and Eugene Be-
lyk (total 40 years with Shell Lake and Borden).

Front left: Gordon Ferster, Fern Chaykowski, and John Sie-
mens cut the ribbon at the Idylwild Lodge Gazebo’s grand 
opening.

Janice Provencher and Shauna Tait were among the six 
horseback visitors at Parkland Integrated Health Centre for 
Special Care Home Week.

The Young Bucks, a drum group from the Big River First Na-
tion, performed for staff and students of Shellbrook Elemen-
tary School and WP Sandin High School during the National 
Day for Truth and Reconciliation.
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Year in review part 2 – the funny side of sports
Part two of the 2021 

year in review of the best 
quips, quotes and anec-
dotes, covering the pe-
riod from July through 
December:

• Patti Dawn Swans-
son, on Twitter: “To-
ronto Blue Jays manager 
Charlie Montoyo calling 
to the bullpen for help 
is like relying on Tiger 
Woods for emergency 
roadside assistance.”

• Headline at theonion.
com: “Bob Baffert Once 
Again Denies Doping Al-
legations After Medina 
Spirit Wins Coca-Cola 
600.”

• Some wiseguy on 
Twitter, while the eight-
hole Travelers golf play-
off was ongoing: “How 
many holes does a PGA 
Tour playoff go before a 
windmill is involved?”

• RJ Currie of sports-
deke.com: “Hayley Wick-
enheiser said the Uni-
versity of Calgary helped 
her get a degree by plan-
ning exams around her 
hockey schedule. In re-
sponse, NCAA athletes 
said, ‘Exams?’”

• Jack Finarelli at 
sportscurmudgeon.com, 
on Nathans’s Fourth of 
July hotdog eating con-
test: “At exactly what 
point did gluttony cease 
to be one of the seven 
deadly sins and become 
a sport?”

• Broadcaster and for-
mer PGA tour player 
Colt Knost, after Collin 
Morikawa won the Open 
Championship, taking 
the Claret Jug away from 
2019 winner, Irishman 
Shane Lowry: “I think 
the Claret Jug will get a 
lot more sleep this year.”

• Comedy writer Brad 

Dickson of Omaha: “The 
Cleveland Indians have 
dropped ‘Indians’ to im-
prove their image. Good 
start. Now they just need 
to drop ‘Cleveland.’”

• Norman Chad, on 
Twitter: “With the USA 
losing to France in Olym-
pic men’s basketball — 
due to an overlooked 
clause in the 1886 trans-
action between the two 
nations — the USA must 
now return the Statue of 
Liberty.”

• Phil Mickelson, on 
Twitter, after Tour play-
er Harry Higgs begged 
for a Tuesday practice 
round with him, during 
which some gambling 
dough will be at stake: 
“This will save me a trip 
to the ATM . . . thank 
you.”

• Pre-round trash talk 
from golfer Phil Mickel-
son, prior to a practice 
round with journeymen 
Harry Higgs and Keith 
Mitchell, saying he’d be 
using a ball with a logo 
of himself on it: “It’s 
from when I won the 
Masters. What are you 
guys using?”

• Comedy writer Alex 
Kaseberg: “Damian 
Warner set an Olympic 
record 9,018 points to be 
the first Canadian win-
ner of Olympic Decath-
lon. Being Canadian, 
Warner spent his time 
during the medal cere-
mony apologizing to the 
silver and bronze win-
ners for beating them.”

• Kaseberg again: “In 
Tokyo, Bruce Springs-
teen’s daughter, Jessica, 
did not make the Olym-
pic equestrian jumping 
finals. It turns out, when 
it came to jumping, Jes-

sica’s horse was born to 
run.”

• Phil Mushnick of the 
New York Post: “How 
I know I’ve recovered 
from a head injury: 1) 
short-term memory has 
returned, 2) long-term 
memory has returned, 
3) short-term memory 
has returned.”

• Comedy guy Torben 
Rolfsen of Vancouver, 
on potential new homes 
for Arizona Coyotes: 
“Quebec City was men-
tioned as a possibility, 
but Commissioner Gary 
Bettman’s office said 
the NHL is still at least 
a decade away from Eu-
ropean expansion.”

• Dylan Dethier of golf.
com, on how to handle 
the pressure of an 18th-
hole putt for 59: “My ap-
proach is to stay far, far 
away from putts for 59 to 
avoid the potential em-
barrassment of missing 
them.”

• Scott Ostler of the 
San Francisco Chron-
icle, on baseball’s new 
extra-inning rule: “They 
should start every half 
inning with bases load-
ed. And all three run-
ners blindfolded.”

• Jeff Patterson on 
Twitter, showing off his 

fandom for tennis star 
Leylah Fernandez: “If 
Leylah-Annie wins this 
thing, I’m naming my 
daughter after her. And 
my daughter is 18. She’ll 
just have to deal with the 
change…”

• RJ Currie again: 
“According to Reuters, 
an Australian pig once 
drank 18 cans of beer, 
got into a fight with a 
cow before eventually 
passing out. It was made 
the official mascot of the 
NHL.”

• Dwight Perry of the 
Seattle Times: “Prince 
Philip’s will will be 
sealed for at least 90 
years to protect the ‘dig-
nity’ of Queen Elizabeth 
II and the royal family, a 
London judge has ruled. 
‘Can we do that with our 
2021 season?’ asked the 
Baltimore Orioles.”

• Kaseberg again: “Af-
ter scoring a touchdown, 
Green Bay Packer Aaron 
Jones lost a small foot-
ball necklace charm 
that contained his fa-
ther’s ashes. A team 
trainer searched until 2 
a.m. and found it. ‘See, 
that’s why we don’t score 
touchdowns, you can 
lose stuff,’ said the New 
York Jets.”

• Roberto Castro, on 
Twitter: “If you wake 
up today and your job 
feels impossible, just re-
member there is a team 
of people selling Jack-
sonville Jaguars tickets, 
suites, and hospitality 
packages.”

• Another one from 
Norman Chad, on Twit-
ter: “Texans QB Davis 
Mills, at the half, is 1 of 
7, 3 yards, 2 INT. He has 
a passer rating of 0.0, 

last achieved by Napo-
leon when he invaded 
Russia.”

• Currie again: “Three 
signs your NFL squad 
is having a bad season: 
3. Mom sells her season 
tickets — before your 
first game;  2. Fans peti-
tion the Commissioner 
to play all home games 
in London;  1. The gift 
shop’s bags come with 
eyeholes.”

• Chad again: “Week 6 
NFL pick: Jaguars (+3.5) 
vs. Dolphins, in London. 
More than 245 years af-
ter the revolution, we are 
still punishing the Brits 
by sending them bad 
NFL games.”

• Montreal sports-
writer Michael Farber, 
on Twitter: “ Although 
it’s only October, @Ca-
nadiensMTL  seem to be 
in midseason form. Un-
fortunately, it’s the mid-
season of the 1974-75 @
Capitals.”

• Headline at theonion.
com: “New York City Re-
instates Full Lockdown 
After Disturbing Re-
ports That Knicks May 
Resume Play.”

• Another one from 
Perry: “Bears TE Jim-
my Graham has been 
placed on the reserve/
COVID-19 list. If he has 
the virus, it’ll be just the 
second time he’s caught 
something this season.”

• Patti Dawn Swans-
son again, on Twitter: “A 
pair of sneakers Michael 
Jordan wore way back in 
1984 sold at auction for 
$1.472 million. Appar-
ently it was $1,471,990 
for the shoes and $10 for 
a box of Odor-Eaters.”

• Sportswriter Chris 
Burke of The Athletic: 

“The bye week opens as 
a 13.5-point favourite 
over the Lions.”

• Glenn Howard’s 
daughter Carly, on Twit-
ter:  “Can’t decide if I’m 
more impressed that 
my dad is still curling 
at the top of his game or 
that he has yet to use his 
broom for balance.”

• Another one from 
Dwight Perry: “The Se-
ahawks’ Russell Wilson 
(broken finger) and the 
Packers’ Aaron Rodgers 
(unvaccinated arm) will 
face off Nov. 14 in Green 
Bay — maybe. Just call 
it the Pins and Needles 
Bowl.”

• Alex Kaseberg again: 
“Aaron Rodgers is listed 
as having a toe injury. 
After all the ivermectin 
he has taken, I am just 
glad it is not hoof and 
mouth disease.”

• Another Kaseberg 
crack: “Thanksgiving 
can be a challenging 
day for people. There 
can be yelling, scream-
ing, fighting, crying, too 
much drinking, argu-
ments, break-ups and 
even people coming out. 
And that’s just in the De-
troit Lions’ locker room 
at halftime.”

• Dwight Perry again: 
“The Rams and NFL set-
tled their relocation law-
suit with St. Louis — to 
the tune of a $790 mil-
lion payout. Who knew 
illegal procedure could 
be so costly?”

• Headline at Fark.
com: “Cowboys coach 
Mike McCarthy tests 
positive for COVID-19, 
blames the officials.”

Care to comment? 
Email brucepen-
ton2003@yahoo.ca
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Looking back on the year that was 2021
October Cont’d

Nadine Wilson, the long-
time Saskatchewan Party 
MLA for the Saskatchewan 
Rivers constituency, has re-
signed from the party’s caucus 
over claims she misrepresent-
ed her vaccination status.

***
Police have arrested and laid 

charges against three more 
suspects in connection with 
the abduction and death of 
Richard Netmaker on the Big 
River First Nation in 2020.

Now, Riley Ahenakew, 30, 
Stephanie Starblanket, 37, 
and Roderick Dreaver, 26, 
have been arrested and each 
charged with one count of 
criminal negligence causing 
death and two counts of forc-
ible confinement.

***
The Saskatchewan Riv-

ers Public School Division 
(SRPSD), following recom-
mendations from Saskatch-
ewan Health Authority Public 
Health officials, has imple-
mented new measures to pro-
tect students and staff from 
the fourth wave of COVID-19, 
including a proof of vaccina-
tion or a negative COVID test 
for all staff.

***
“Joyce was a sure thing in a 

world that has steadily been 
changing. For 42 years, she 
was a face you knew would be 
there at the library to greet 
you, visit with and help you 
find the books you needed.” - 
Susan Siegel, Spiritwood Li-
brary board member.

The long-time librarian of 
the Spiritwood Public Library, 
Joyce Carriere, officially re-
tired last month, with Sept. 
29 marking her last day on the 
job. 

***
Shellbrook’s Town Council 

has voted to renew the town’s 
residential waste and recy-
cling removal contract with 
Prince Albert-based contrac-
tor Greenland Waste for the 
next five years.

For Randall Johnson, owner 
of TJ Disposals, council’s ex-
planation and focus on the 
bottom line misses the larger 
picture of Shellbrook’s local 
economy.

Indeed, according to inter-
nal calculations, TJ Disposals 
has contributed $670,000 to 
the local economy since De-
cember 2020.

***
The Saskatchewan Riv-

ers Public School Division’s 
numbers are in, and though 
schools are now weathering 
their second consecutive year 
under a resurgent COVID-19 
pandemic, enrolments are 
holding steady at Shellbrook 
and area schools.

***
Canwood Public School 

hosted a very successful 2021 
Terry Fox fundraising cam-
paign, raising $4,001 to send 
off to the Terry Fox Founda-
tion.

The school’s Grade 12 stu-
dents took charge of the event, 
organizing everything to do 
with the day, from preparing 

fundraising packages for stu-
dents, to handling advertising 
and communication, to asking 
community members for do-
nations, to working with prin-
cipal Brian Linn on the meal 
and the 8 km Terry Fox run/
walk with the entire school.

***
The Shellbrook Public Li-

brary has been awarded a 
$3,000 grant from the Canada 
Post Community Foundation 
to refit its existing public ac-
cess computer area, a project 
it has been planning for sev-
eral years.

***
After a summer filled with 

roadwork, the Government of 
Saskatchewan has cut the rib-
bon on three sets of passing 
lanes on Highway 3.

Saskatchewan Highway’s 
Minister Fred Bradshaw and 
MLAs Joe Hargrave, Alana 
Ross, and Delbert Kirsch, 
along with local stakeholders 
and Indigenous leaders, held 
the ceremony to mark the of-
ficial completion of the $9.1 
million project, which aims to 
improve safety between Shell-
brook and Prince Albert.

***
The Saskatchewan Health 

Authority (SHA) plans to per-
manently take over long-term 
care services at all five Exten-
dicare facilities in the prov-
ince, after a fatal COVID-19 
outbreak at the company’s 

Parkside facility claimed 41 
lives.

SHA CEO Scott Livingstone 
announced the plan during 
an October news conference. 
He said there is no timeline 
for the transition, which will 
likely require months of nego-
tiations with Extendicare.

***
A former administrator for 

the Rural Municipality (RM) 
of Buckland, testified Tuesday 
it was never her intention to 
steal from or deprive the RM 
of any funds or items.

Tara Kerber was charged 
in November 2019 with theft 
over $5,000, and entered a 
plea of not guilty last October.

***
Golfers and fans from across 

Canada gathered for the 21st 
Annual Eddie Krienke Golf 
Classic, creating history as the 
largest Classic turnout ever. 

Family from as far east as 
Toronto and as far west as 
Lake Cowichan gathered at the 
Big River Golf Club, forming a 
group of nearly 200 people.

***
The Shellbrook Public Li-

brary celebrated Saskatch-
ewan Library Week from Oct. 
17 to 23, shining a spotlight 
on the artistic endeavours of a 
pair of local seniors.

In one Library Week event, 
Jim Van Eaton and Marjorie 
Bradley were joined by about 
a dozen guests for a reading of 
their book, Tales and Memo-

ries of the Past.
After Van Eaton and Brad-

ley’s reading, the focus of Li-
brary Week shifted to the vi-
sual arts, and the paintings of 
PIHC resident Muriel Howrie.

***
On Friday, Oct. 22, new 

playground equipment was 
installed at Kidzland, located 
behind the Spiritwood Civic 
Centre, just off of 3rd Street 
East in Spiritwood.

“The past structure was 
nearly 20 years old,” said Kaeli 
Cross, events and recreation 
coordinator for the Town of 
Spiritwood. “It had seen a lot 
of activity over the past 20 
years, and it was just starting 
to deteriorate and become a 
hazard for the kids.”

***
Residents located on Block 

1 & 2 of Second Street East 
in Spiritwood were without 
water for most of the day on 
Wednesday, Oct. 20, as the 
town continued work on a 
project to decommission and 
replace its two existing sewage 
pumping stations.

Town of Spiritwood CAO 
Rhonda Saam says the proj-
ect was necessary because the 
existing sewage pumping sta-
tion came online at some point 
in the 1960s — much like the 
sewer and water infrastruc-
ture in so many other small 
towns in Saskatchewan.

***
The Spiritwood and District 

Lions were able to host the Pet 
Valu Walk for Guide Dogs in 
person this fall after having 
to take the event virtual last 
year.

Pledges for the event totaled 
$2,409. The walker who raised 
the most money was Susan 
Tatler, with her dog Keele.

***
Carla Braidek, authoress, 

poetess, of rural Big River, 
helped open Library Week 
for Wapiti’s Canwood Public 
Library Branch, on the after-
noon of Tuesday Oct. 19, with 
a reading presentation from 
her published works.

Continued on page 20

Saskatchewan Rivers MLA Nadine Wilson was spotted wear-
ing an “I got my COVID shot” sticker in the legislature on May 
14, prompting claims she misrepresented her vaccination 
status.

Librarian Joyce Carriere 
holds a bouquet of flowers 
sent from the Wapiti Region-
al Library to recognize her 
42 years of service.

R.M. of Shellbrook Reeve Doug Oleksyn, Minister of High-
ways Fred Bradshaw, and Shellbrook Mayor Amund Otter-
son cut the ribbon on the Highway 3 passing lanes.

New playground equipment was installed at Kidzland in 
Spiritwood on Friday, Oct. 22. The project was expected to be 
finished up the following week, with backfilling and the addi-
tion of sand still to be completed.

Local artist Muriel Howrie discusses her art work with a cu-
rious, young guest during the Shellbrook Public Library’s Li-
brary Week celebration.
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ELECTRICIAN

Residential, Commercial 
& Agricultural 

Wiring & Trenching
Skid Steer Service

Jake Verbonac 
306-747-9073

Serving Shellbrook 
& Surrounding area

&J H Electric

FUNERAL SERVICES

Courteous, professional,
reliable, plumbing, heating,

gas fitting services

Ph: 306-747-4332
Shellbrook, Sask.

PLUMBING

Your Guide to
Home Services &
Repair Professionals

HEARING

Call today for your 
 Hearing Test!

1-306-883-3997
Hearing Aid Sales and Services

101 Main Street, Spiritwood

HEARING CENTRE

LAWYER

Law Office
DELBERT DYNNA

100A - 10th St. East
Prince Albert, SK S6V 0Y7

phone (306) 764-6856
fax (306) 763-9540

Preferred areas of practice:
Wills, Estates, Real Estate

Glen Jantz
306-984-7634, Leoville

gcjantz@gmail.com
Licenced & Bonded
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Call today for your 
 Hearing Test!

1-306-883-3997
Hearing Aid Sales and Services

101 Main Street, Spiritwood

HEARING CENTRE

HEARING

Each Office is 
Independently 

Owned and 
Operated

306.883.7449

Heather Sarrazin, REALTOR®

Licensed to trade in residential, agricultural, and 
commercial real estate.

LAKE COUNTRY’S LOCAL REALTOR®

REAL ESTATE

CONSTRUCTION
 

 
 

Your Local New Home Builder 
• General Contractor 

• New Homes - Design/Build 
 

Serving Spiritwood & 
surrounding area 

 

Office - 306-883-1500 
Cell – 306-883-7003 

Murray Loewen 
 

 

 
 

Your Local New Home Builder 
• General Contractor 

• New Homes - Design/Build 
 

Serving Spiritwood & 
surrounding area 

 

Office - 306-883-1500 
Cell – 306-883-7003 

Murray Loewen 
 

ACCOUNTING

Weberg 
Accounting

Services
Andrea Weberg 

CPTP, DFA-TSS

306-747-2244 
Shellbrook

ADVERTISE HERE

This Space Is 
Waiting For You

Keep Your Business In 
The Public Eye And A 

Quick Reference At Your 
Customer’s Finger Tips.

Call Today:
306-747-2442
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Customer’s Finger Tips.
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This Space Is 
Waiting For You

Keep Your Business In 
The Public Eye And A 

Quick Reference At Your 
Customer’s Finger Tips.

Call Today:
306-747-2442

ADVERTISE HERE

This Space Is 
Waiting For You

Keep Your Business In 
The Public Eye And A 

Quick Reference At Your 
Customer’s Finger Tips.

Call Today:
306-747-2442

TRUCKING

Grain, Fertilizer, or Pellet Hauling
Call/Text: 780-872-3324

Email: Northcountry06@outlook.com
Owners: Ed & Faryn Anderson

P Construction Ltd.
Spiritwood, SK

306-883-7305
Equipment Rentals Available

• 5 tonne Zoom Boom
• 10 tonne Zoom Boom
• Skidsteers
• Excavator

Call for pricing & 
bookings! Ask for Paul

CONSTRUCTION

FUNERAL SERVICES

“Faces you know, people you trust at a time you need them the most”

306-747-2828 (24 hrs.)
101 Railway Ave. W., Shellbrook, SK

Monument Sales & Pre-arrangements Available
Shellbrook – Spiritwood – Big River – Debden  

Prince Albert – Canwood – Leask 
www.beaulacfuneralhome.com

INSURANCE

1-877-898-8248 (TAIT)

Shellbrook  306-747-2896
Canwood  306-468-2227
Leask  306-466-4811

email: office@taitinsurance.ca
www.taitinsurance.ca

General, Health & Hail Insurance
Motor License Issuer

Electrical Contractor
• Residential, Commercial 
& Industrial Installations

• New Builds
• Renovations

Shawn Madden
306-220-7979
maddenbroselectric@outlook.com

Spiritwood, SK

ELECTRICAL

LOCAL

REAL ESTATE



The ClassifiedsThe Classifieds
SWNA Blanket Classifieds

Reaching over 6 million people weekly. 
Cost for 25 words:

Saskatchewan market ..............$209.00
   One Zone  ............................$86.00
   Two Zone ..........................$123.00
Alberta market .......................$269.00
Manitoba market ...................$189.00
BC market .............................$395.00
Ontario market ......................$439.00
   Western Ontario  .................$155.00   
   Central Ontario  ..................$129.00
   Eastern Ontario ..................$145.00
   Northern Ontario  ..................$90.00
Quebec market
   English ...............................$240.00
Atlantic market ......................$200.00
Across Canada  ..................$1,977.00
Also Available: Quebec (French)  ................$986.00

Career Ads
Reaching Over 600,000 People Weekly

Rates: $7.79 per agate line 
 Size: 2 col. x 2” ...................$424.00

Deadline for Booking/Material 
Friday at 4 p.m.

Contact the Shellbrook Chronicle
306-747-2442

or Email:
chads@sbchron.com

All prices plus applicable taxes. 
NOTICE

This newspaper accepts advertisements in good 
faith. We advise that it is in your interest to 
investigate offers personally. Publications by this 
paper should not be taken as an endorsement of  
the product or services offered.

Shellbrook Chronicle 
Reaching over 10,000 people weekly. 

Personal Classifieds: 
$16.00 for 20 words + 20¢ additional 

words for the 1st week. 
Additional weeks: $8.00/week + GST.

Classified Display: 
$26.00/column inch. Minimum 2 
column inches - $52.00 + GST.

For All Other Advertising 
Please Contact Our Office at:

Ph: 306-747-2442 or Fax: 306-747-3000
Email: 

news: chnews@sbchron.com
advertising: chads@sbchron.com

Phone
306-747-2442

Fax
306-747-3000

Email
chads@sbchron.com

P.O. Box 10, Shellbrook, SK S0J 2E0
Advertising Deadline - Friday: 4:00 p.m.

Subscriptions 
$75.00 + $3.75 (GST) = $78.75/year

GRAIN LAND to rent 
out for harvest 2022. 
Ph: Gunnar Slem-
ming, Sturgeon River 
Farm 306-714-7997 
 2-52

REAL ESTATE

Shawna 
Schira-Kroeker

Your Local Realtor®

306-441-1625 (cell)
ssk@littleloon.ca 

www.shawnaschirakroeker.ca

HELP WANTED
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SPIRITWOOD 
FLOWERS ‘N MORE 

is looking for a 
part-time possibly 

working into full time 
customer service 
associate/floral 

designer. 
Duties include but not 
limited to: Designing, 

assisting customers, taking 
phone orders, handling 

payments by credit/debit 
and cash, processing 

flowers, daily cleaning. 
Candidates should have/

be: Great work ethic, 
self motivated, positive 

attitude, outgoing 
personality, organized and 
tidy, fast learner, work well 

with others or without 
supervision, lift moderate 
weights, able to stand for 

long periods of time. 
Drop off or email resume 

for consideration. 
Qualified candidates will 
be contacted to schedule 

an initial interview. 
spiritwoodflowersnmore@

gmail.com 
No calls please.

GRAIN LAND 
FOR RENT

Shellbrook Chronicle 
& Spiritwood Herald 

The 

Shellbrook Chronicle 
& Spiritwood Herald 

are proud to serve as your trusted local 
newspaper and advertiser!

Contact us at:
306-747-2442 or chads@sbchron.com

Is your community group or non-profit 
organization holding an event?

Take advantage of our 
COMMUNITY CALENDAR
With the purchase of a 2 column x 2 inch display ad, 

we will advertise your community event in our 
Community Calendar FREE for two weeks 

prior to the event!

$60 + GST - A savings of over 30%

Don’t miss out on letting your community 
and others know about your event!

Let your community know about 
the services you offer!

*All rates are subject to applicable taxes (5% GST)

2 x 2 (Bus. Card Size) $69.00

2 x 4 $138.00

1/8 Page $172.50

1/4 Page $350.00

1/2 Page $650.00

Full Page $950.00

Colour is an additional $90

We are also your local supplier for:
• Business Cards
• Rubber Stamps
• Posters
• Paper Supplies

• Photocopies
   - Full Colour & Black/White

• Brochures
• Invoices & Forms

• Envelopes
• Cheques
• Labels
• and More!

Have flyers you need to distribute? Give us a call!

$70 per 1,000 (Inquire about volume rates)

I
N

M
E
M
O
R
Y

In 
Remembrances

may be put in 
the Chronicle 
& Herald for 

$25.00* 
(30 words) 

20¢ per 
additional word
Photo - $10.00

Shellbrook Chronicle
Spiritwood Herald

Ph: 306-747-2442     
Fax: 306-747-3000

Email: chads@sbchron.com

It’s Easy
to place 

a classified!

Phone
 306-747-2442

Fax:
306-747-3000

Email: 
chads@

sbchron.com
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NOVEMBER
Tricia Bell was surprised when 

she received an email informing 
her she’d won a Softball Sas-
katchewan Service Award. Not 
because she didn’t believe she’s 
worthy (though, she’s convinced 
there were equally deserving re-
cipients out there), but because 
she didn’t even know she’d been 
nominated.

***
Beginning Nov. 16, all staff, 

trustees, and individuals who 
interact with students at Prairie 
Spirit School Division (PSSD) 
schools or offices were required 
to be vaccinated or show proof of 
a negative COVID-19 test.

***
Both W.P. Sandin High School 

and Shellbrook Elementary 
School temporarily engaged 
their hold-and-secure protocols 
last Wednesday, Oct. 27, fol-
lowing reports of a potentially 
armed individual walking near 
the high school.

While rumours had circulated 
through the community that the 
person had been carrying a gun, 
the Ahtahkakoop-Shellbrook 
RCMP’s investigation concluded 
that the person was not armed, 
allowing the schools to lift their 
hold-and-secure measures.

***
Spooky season came to a 

spine-chilling end in Shell-
brook, with a plethora of recre-
ational offerings over the Hal-
loween weekend.

The Town of Shellbrook of-
fered a pumpkin carving con-
test, a drive-in screening of 
Hocus Pocus, and a free public 
skate on Halloween.

Meanwhile, the newly formed 
Shellbrook Youth Council host-
ed its first-ever Halloween Howl 
to raise funds for the Shellbrook 
Public Library.

***
The WP Sandin Aardvarks 

football team made the five-hour 
trip to Creighton on Saturday, 
to faceoff against the Creighton 
Kodiaks in the 2A six-man pro-
vincial quarterfinal.

The Aardvarks made an im-
pressive comeback, topping the 
Kodiaks 30-26 to punch their 
ticket to the Provincial semi-
finals.

***
WP Sandin High School’s se-

nior girls volleyball team played 
hosts on Saturday, welcoming 
four opposing squads to the 
community for the 3A Girls 
Conference Volleyball tourna-
ment.

Joining the home team for the 
tournament, which ran the full 
day, were squads from Rosth-
ern Junior College, Creighton 
Community School, Osler Valley 
Christian Academy, and Senator 
Myles Venne School.

***
Mistawasis Nêhiyawak has 

partnered with the University of 
Saskatchewan’s (U of S) College 
of Arts and Science to share and 
create knowledge, with a focus 
on land-based learning, the en-
vironment, and climate change.

The five-year partnership was 
formalized by the signing of an 
Asota, a sacred Cree term which 
translates to “make a promise,” 
and opens up opportunities for 
students from Mistawasis Nêhi-
yawak and students and faculty 

from the U of S to work together 
and learn together.

***
The Town of Shellbrook’s Re-

membrance Day ceremonies 
got off to an early start Friday, 
Nov. 5, with a special outdoor 
program held for the residents 
of Parkland Integrated Health 
Centre’s special care home.

Members from the Shellbrook 
Royal Canadian Legion, joined 
by Grade 6-8 students from WP 
Sandin High School, gathered 
with the elders at the health cen-
tre’s outdoor gazebo.

***
A 49-year-old man from the 

Ahtahkakoop Cree First Na-
tion is facing a slew of drug 
and weapon charges in connec-
tion to a search and seizure by 
the Ahtahkakoop-Shellbrook 
RCMP detachment on Hallow-
een morning.

***
The WP Sandin High School 

Aardvarks football team took to 
the field in front of a huge home-
town crowd on Saturday after-
noon, as they hosted the Clavet 
Cougars in the 2A six-man Pro-
vincial semi-final.

Unfortunately, the team was 
outmatched throughout the 
game, ending their season with 
a 70-32 loss.

***
As the Halloween events 

splurge with every spook of cre-
ativity, the Haunted Forest and 
maze in Meeting Lake Regional 
Park has become one of the sen-
sations of the season, thanks to 
the efforts the organizers put 
into the event each year.

The organizers were able to 
raise $3,500 through the fund-
raiser this year, with half of the 
proceeds going to Prairie Com-

munity Endeavours and the 
other half going to the Rose Gill 
Lodge residence fund in Rabbit 
Lake.

***
Spiritwood’s Prairie Commu-

nity Endeavours was the for-
tunate group to receive a dona-
tion from the Spiritwood Royal 
Canadian Legion Branch, via 
the Poppy Trust Fund. The do-
nation from the Fund, totalling 
$2,693.25, went towards pur-
chasing new Day Program medi-
cal grade chairs.

***
The Muskeg Lake Cree Na-

tion has been crowned a winner 
of a 2021 Heritage Saskatch-
ewan Community Development 
award for its Food Forest (sakaw 
pimatan) program, which aims 
to improve food security and 
food sovereignty in the commu-
nity.

***
Shellbrook observed two days 

of remembrance, with the Re-
membrance Day ceremonies of 
Shellbrook Elementary School 
and WP Sandin High School 
held on Nov. 10, and the com-
munity’s Remembrance Day 
ceremony held on Nov. 11.

***
Canwood Public School host-

ed its annual Remembrance Day 
service on Tuesday, Nov. 9. 

This year, as with last, the ser-
vice was planned to be COVID 
safe by having a school wide ser-
vice over the intercom, complete 
with Last Post and Reveille, a 
moment of silence, and two po-
etry readings by students Emma 
Arcand and Sadie Schutte.

Following the intercom ser-
vice, Grade 7-12 students were 
led on a walk of remembrance 
to the Canwood Cenotaph by 
Canwood Legion members and 
an RCMP escort vehicle. Kin-
dergarten through Grade 6 lined 
the playground to send off the 
older students.

***
A small, short service was 

held in the Spiritwood Legion 
Hall on Nov. 11, in observance of 
Remembrance Day, to celebrate 
and honour the sacrifices made 
by the Canadian Armed Forces 
during times of war and peace-
keeping. The service was attend-
ed by almost 30 people.

***
The Shellbrook Kinettes 

brought some early holiday sea-
son spirit to the community, 
hosting their first-ever Christ-
mas Trade Show at the Shell-
brook Senior Citizens’ Centre.

***
For the second time in three 

weeks, the gymnasium at WP 
Sandin High School was abuzz 
with activity, as the community 
played host to nine other teams 
for the 3A Girls Volleyball Pro-
vincials tournament.

***
A proposed intermunicipal 

water pipeline being explored 
by the Town of Shellbrook, in 
conjunction with the Prince 
Albert Regional Water Utility 
(PARWU) and a group of rural 
municipalities, has reached a 
new milestone with the award-
ing of the contract for project’s 
engineering to Associated Engi-
neering.

Luann Anderson of Country Creations chats with 
a happy customer during the Shellbrook Kinettes’ 
inaugural Christmas Trade Show.
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Looking back on the year that was 2021

Mistawasis Nêhiyawak councillor Robin Daniels signs an 
Asota alongside U of S College of Arts and Science dean Peta 
Bonham-Smith. The Asota (a sacred Cree term which trans-
lates to “make a promise,” marks the beginning of a knowl-
edge partnership between Mistwasis Nêhiyawak and the U of 
S. Photo credit: Vanessa Hyggen

Shellbrook’s Tegan Naumann gets vertical to 
launch a return volley in 3A Provincials volleyball 
action against the Carnduff Tigers.

The Muskeg Lake First Nation’s Food Forest serves 
as a community gathering place. The community 
hopes to add more amenities in the future.

Shellbrook Legion member 
Mike Sharron lays a wreath 
on behalf of the Legion, dur-
ing the community’s Remem-
brance Day ceremony.

Marlene Rudolph lays a wreath on behalf of her fellow PIHC 
elders during the special care home’s Remembrance Day cer-
emony.
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