
The Spiritwood Curling Club or-
ganized the Greygoose Funspiel, 
held in the Spiritwood Arena on 
Jan. 8 this year, in conjunction 
with CURLSASK’s celebration of 
Curling Day in Saskatchewan.

Every year, the CURLSASK 
committee designates one day of 
the curling season to be “Curling 
Day in Saskatchewan” and they 
dated it on Jan. 8 for this year. 
The committee also introduced 
a contest for the day, challenging 
curling clubs across the province 
to demonstrate how they plan to 
engage curling members and the 
community during Curling Day in 
Saskatchewan. 

The Spiritwood Curling Club 
was one of the lucky applicants to 
win the contest, earning a $1,000 
club improvement grant prize. As 
for the Greygoose Funspiel? It was 
certainly a success.

All told, eight teams were en-
tered into the funspiel and each 
team played three four-end 
games. The skips for the teams 
were Lacey Gallinger, Ali Sullivan, 
Lloyd Fisher, Karstin Booth, Jim 
Koetse, Wayne Pauls, Travis Mc-
Master and Craig Thompson.

In between the games, the bon-
spiel also had a competition called 
“Chuck the Puck”. For $5 a puck, 
people were invited to stand on a 
hack and toss their puck down the 
ice in hopes of landing closest to 
the centre of the house. With 40 
entries, Craig Thompson was the 
winner.

At the end of the games, there 
were couple raffle draws that 
were held, including a draw for 
Greygoose vodka (considered by 
many to be the top prize), donat-
ed by Thompson Agencies, and a 
door prize that was offered up by 
Hujber’s Market. Lloyd Fisher was 
the lucky winner.

The Spiritwood Curling Club 
says it is grateful to those who ac-
tively participated in and watched 
the whole event, especially with so 
many restrictions in place due to 
COVID.

The club has scheduled a lot 
more upcoming bonspiels for this 
year, including the Ladyspiel that’s 
tentatively scheduled for March, 
and the Open Bonspiel.
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Greygoose spiel brings fun on Sask. Curling Day

A curler readies to take his shot during action from the Greygoose Funspiel at the Spiritwood Arena.

306-883-2391 | 120 MAIN STREET

Curlers from the team skipped by Karstin Booth sweep hard during 
Spiritwood’s Greygoose Funspiel.

A curler gives a wave from the hack before taking a 
shot at Spiritwood’s Greygoose Funspiel.



With the Omicron surge in full swing, the Government 
of Saskatchewan has opted to maintain the status quo 
by extending all pandemic-related public health orders 
through Feb. 28.

The extension of the current orders means masks will 
still be mandatory in all indoor public spaces. Additionally, 
proof of vaccination or negative test requirements will still 
be required for people to gain access to certain establish-
ments, businesses, and event venues.

The policy, which was implemented as of Friday Oct. 1, 
2021, covers indoor dining at restaurants; nightclubs, bars, 
taverns, and other licensed establishments; event and en-
tertainment venues, including conference centres, casinos, 
movie theatres, concert venues, live-music venues, muse-
ums, and indoor facilities hosting ticketed sporting events; 
and indoor fitness centres, and gyms.

Retail businesses, including grocery stores, and places 
of worship are exempt from the mandate. So, too, are fast 
food restaurants offering takeout or delivery; healthcare 
services, professional services, or personal services; hotels 
or other lodging; facilities hosting non-ticketed amateur 
sporting events, including youth athletics and recreational 
leagues; business meetings and places of business closed 
to the general public, unless otherwise directed by the 
business or employer; and private gatherings held at an 
indoor public residence.

The provincial government notes that municipalities, 
businesses, workplaces and event organizers may also re-
quire proof of vaccination or negative testing beyond those 
places that are described in the public health order. 

Anyone who needs proof of a negative COVID-19 test 
will have to get their results through a private provider at 
their own expense. At-home self-tests won’t be accepted as 

proof of a negative test.
With increased COVID case numbers resulting in great-

er demand for PCR tests, the provincial government has 
also adjusted its recommendations where COVID testing is 
concerned, to preserve the Saskatchewan Health Authori-
ty’s (SHA) testing capacity.

Now, it’s advising that those who are experiencing only 
mild symptoms of COVID-19 forgo a PCR test and instead 
stay home and test using rapid antigen tests. This will pre-
serve testing capacity for those who are experiencing “sig-
nificant or worsening” cold or flu symptoms, or those with 
chronic or underlying conditions. 

PCR testing will also be available to those identified by a 
medical health officer as part of an outbreak investigation, 
those who require a transfer or admission to acute and 
congregate settings, and immunocompromised patients 
(including chemotherapy, hemodialysis) who require sur-
veillance testing.

For his part, Saskatchewan Premier Scott Moe feels no 
further measures than those currently in place are neces-
sary.

During a media conference last week, Moe said govern-
ment officials have watched case and hospitalization num-
bers increase in other jurisdictions that have more strin-
gent public health orders in place. That fact, along with the 
impact further restrictions could have on Saskatchewan 
residents, prompted his government’s decision to leave 
measures as they were.

“There are other consequences to keeping our students 
home from school,” Moe said. “There are other conse-
quences to not allowing a grandmother, for instance, to 
see maybe her children and her grandchildren by putting 
in gathering restrictions. There are consequences to peo-
ple not being able to go to their place of employment and 
actually losing their job for a time period.

“So what we are doing in this province is making every 
effort to make the tools available to allow people in Sas-
katchewan [to make their own decisions] — and they are 

learning how to live with COVID — and they’re utilizing 
those tools to reduce the risk to the greatest degree possi-
ble,” he added.

Though his government has opted not to implement any 
official policy in line with Saskatchewan Chief Medical 
Health Officer Dr. Saqib Shahab’s recommendations to 
limit gatherings, Moe says people are already making the 
decision to do so.

Regardless, Moe adds that numbers are expected to con-
tinue climbing, which will likely result in disruptions to 
some services.

“It’s going to run its course here in this province and 
it’s going to run its course across Canada and around the 
world,” Moe said. “It will peak and then it will start to de-
cline, which may already be happening in a couple of coun-
tries in other areas of the world.

“Until that happens in Saskatchewan, we will see some 
increased hospitalizations. We will see some pressure on 
our health-care system.”

In the absence of additional public health measures, the 
SHA has updated its COVID-19 surge plan to address the 
Omicron surge and an anticipated increase in staff absenc-
es. The plan includes five key pillars: 

• Establishment of “Go Teams” of medical professionals 
that can quickly mobilize and deploy to help maintain 
continuity of key services across the province;

• Optimize acute care capacity and emergency depart-
ment flow;

• Maintain enhancements to Emergency Medical Ser-
vices that have been put in place to manage additional 
demand through previous COVID case surges;

• Implement key provincial human resource strategies 
like cross training staff to meet multiple system needs 
and utilizing Supplemental Workforce Teams.; and

• Time-limited, targeted service slowdowns when/
where required.

The above measures will only be implemented in the 
event the province was to experience a significant increase 
in acute care patients at hospitals, or if the health care sys-
tem faced potential staffing shortages in a situation where 
large numbers of health care providers were required to 
self-isolate due to COVID, the SHA says.

The plan would ensure human resources are available to 
step up capacity in phases as demand escalates. This will 
ensure any impacts to services are as short and targeted 
as possible.

“As we scale up to meet the increased demand due to 
Omicron, we know it will impact our health care teams,” 
Interim Chief Operating Officer, and lead for SHA’s emer-
gency response Derek Miller said. “These strategies will 
help protect our ability to deliver essential lifesaving sup-
ports for those most in need, ensure any effects on services 
are as temporary as possible and position us to rapidly and 
safely return services to normal as pressures subside.”

In addition to these measures, Premier Moe said the 
province is exploring the possibility of allowing health-
care workers from other countries to work full-time in 
Saskatchewan facilities while their paperwork is being 
processed.

The SHA says additional updates will be provided on any 
service changes that may be required as demand increas-
es.
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Notice of Poll
[Section 81 of The Local Government Election Act, 2015]

The Rural Municipality of Big River No. 555
Municipal By-Election 2022

Public Notice is hereby given that:

1)   A vote will be held for the election of Councillor for Division 
      4 for the Rural Municipality of Big River No. 555.

2)   The vote will take place on Wednesday the 16th day of 
      February, 2022, 9:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m. at:

DIVISION 4 POLL AT: The Big River Community 
   Centre, 606 First Street North, 
   Big River, Saskatchewan.

3)    I will declare the results of the voting at the Municipal Office 
        on the 17th day of February, 2022, at the hour of 9:00 a.m.
Dated at Big River, Saskatchewan this 20th day of January, 2022.
Michael Yuzik
Returning Officer
You will be required to provide identification when you attend the polls.
For additional information on voter ID options please visit: https://www.
saskatchewan.ca/government/municipal-administration/elections/
voting#acceptable-voter-identification 

Highway 55 Waste 
Management Corporation

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY
Highway 55 Waste Management Corporation invites applications for 
a permanent full-time Maintenance & Equipment Operator. The 
successful applicant must be able to carry out assigned duties without 
supervision and shall answer to the Landfill Operations Manager. 
COVID-19 vaccination or weekly negative test will be required. 
Mechanically inclined applicants with a Class 3A or 1 License are 
preferred. Submit your resume, including past experience, wages, 
and at least two references to:

Highway 55 Waste Management Corporation
Box 10
Canwood, Sask. S0J 0K0

Or
email: hwy55ops@sasktel.net

Competitive wages, rate will be based on experience and qualifications 
of the successful applicant. Pension/benefits package. All resumes 
are to be in the hands of the Operations Manager on or before 4:00 
p.m., January 28, 2022. Only those contacted will be granted an 
interview. 

R.M. OF LEASK NO. 464
SALE BY TENDER

1. Under the provisions of The Tax Enforcement Act, the R.M 
of Leask No.464 is offering the following property for sale:
LSD 6-07-47-06 W3 Ext 1 & 2

2. Tender must be submitted in a sealed envelope marked 
“Property Tender.” Tender can be submitted to: Rural 
Municipality of Leask No. 464, Box 190, Leask, Sask., 
S0J 1M0.

3. Tender must be postmarked by 4:00 p.m. on February 4, 
2022.

4. A certified cheque to the Municipality for 10% of the 
amount of the tender must accompany the tender. Tender 
submitted without certified funds will not be considered. 

5. Highest, or any tender, not necessarily accepted. 
6. The successful bidder will have 45 days to provide the 

balance of cash to complete the purchase. The deposit 
will be forfeited if the successful bidder does not finalize 
the agreement for sale within the required time. 

7. All legal costs, title transfer fees and applicable taxes are 
the responsibility of the purchaser and are in addition to 
the bid price. 

Dated this 13th day of January 2022.
Riannon Nelson, Administrator

R.M. OF LEASK NO. 464
SALE BY TENDER

1. Under the provisions of The Tax Enforcement Act, the R.M 
of Leask No.464 is offering the following property for sale: 
Block B, Plan 99PA19155 Ext 1, NE 12-48-04 W3

2. Tender must be submitted in a sealed envelope marked 
“Property Tender.” Tender can be submitted to: Rural 
Municipality of Leask No. 464, Box 190, Leask, Sask., 
S0J 1M0.

3. Tender must be postmarked by 4:00 p.m. on February 2, 
2022.

4. A certified cheque to the Municipality for 10% of the 
amount of the tender must accompany the tender. Tender 
submitted without certified funds will not be considered. 

5. Highest, or any tender, not necessarily accepted. 
6. The successful bidder will have 45 days to provide the 

balance of cash to complete the purchase. The deposit 
will be forfeited if the successful bidder does not finalize 
the agreement for sale within the required time. 

7. All legal costs, title transfer fees and applicable taxes are 
the responsibility of the purchaser and are in addition to 
the bid price. 

Dated this 16th day of December, 2021.
Riannon Nelson, Administrator



They say it takes a village to 
raise a child.

To this end, the Shellbrook Ki-
nettes have created Shellbrook 
Mamas, a Facebook community 
and support group for new, ex-
pecting, and veteran moms. The 
new initiative is being spear-
headed by Kinette Kat Mack-
lin-Smith and will provide local 
mothers with a space to discuss, 
share stories, build a sense of 
community, and seek advice 
from fellow mothers and local 
supports like nurses, lactation 
specialists, and teachers.

Though the online forum will 
be a key component of the new 
initiative, the community will 
be augmented by a monthly 
in-person gathering for moms 
and babies. As of publication, 
the first event was already 
planned for Jan. 20. Apart from 
the opportunity to socialize, 
these in-person meetings will 
include sensory toys and bags 
for babies to play with while 
they have tummy time.

Macklin-Smith says the hope 
is to eventually grow the group 
enough to allow for two in-per-
son activities per month and a 
weekly walking group.

“More than ever, moms are 
feeling isolated. So many activ-
ities have been cancelled due 
to gathering limitations with 
COVID, so, as a service to the 
hardworking mothers in Shell-
brook and surrounding areas, 
this was a no-brainer for the Ki-
nettes to take on,” she said.

“Our community is full of 
amazing families and moms 
who are looking for social time, 
support, and some fun for 
themselves and their children. 
Of these amazing moms, maybe 
there are new Kinettes and chil-
dren who will become leaders in 
their community.”

As a mother to a six-month 
old daughter, Macklin-Smith 
says the idea to form Shellbrook 
Mamas came (in part) from her 
own desire to live, work, and 
have her daughter grow up in an 
“inclusive, spirited community.” 

She adds that it’s also a per-
fect way for her, and others like 
her, to connect and build friend-
ships with others who are in 
similar stages of life — especial-
ly important, given that their 
children will all grow up, go to 
school, and participate in sports 
and other activities together.

“Moms need an inclusive and 
safe space to share how they 
are feeling, look for advice, and 
have a shoulder to lean on. We 
also need a space to share our 
wins and someone to be excit-
ed about milestones with,” she 
said, noting that the group, and 
especially the in person activ-
ities, will also greatly benefit 
children. 

“Social development for chil-
dren is vital from an early age. 
Group settings encourage chil-
dren to interact with others, fos-
ter great communication skills, 
and more.”

Of course, an idea can’t go any-
where without any interest in 
it. Fortunately, Macklin-Smith 
says there was already strong 
demand and interest locally 
prior to the group even launch-
ing, including from her fellow 
Kinettes, who gave the group 
an enthusiastic greenlight at a 
meeting in December and were 
quick to share their own ideas. 

Indeed, as of Tuesday, 68 
mothers or mothers-to-be had 
already joined the Shellbrook 
Mamas Facebook group.

Looking ahead, Mack-
lin-Smith says her focus right 

now is to grow these numbers 
even more, to create more op-
portunities for events, activi-
ties, walking groups, and much 
more. 

Noting that similar groups ex-
ist in Prince Albert, she hopes 
that having a local group will 
make outings more convenient 
for moms and babies. She also 
hopes that moms will get as 
much from the group as babies.

“Moms are more often than 
not the primary caregiver in 

their homes, which often means 
their own care comes last. Our 
hope is that mothers will find a 
sense of inclusivity and commu-
nity,” she said, noting that future 
events will be geared toward 
physical and mental wellness 
for moms, such as post-partum 
fitness classes, mom and baby 
yoga, and talks from local ex-
perts that focus on mom.

The Shellbrook Mamas group 
can be found by searching for it 
on Facebook.
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Kinettes launch Shellbrook Mamas group

Shellbrook and area moms and moms-to-be now have some-
where to turn for friendship and support, thanks to the Shell-
brook Kinettes’ Shellbrook Mamas group.

Grow your 
money, 
guaranteed.
Prairie Centre is now offering a 5 Year 
Upgrader GIC Term Investment. This 
GIC has a rising interest rate every 
year (as shown below), and is RRSP 
and TFSA eligible. Available for a 
limited time.

Stop by your local branch or visit 
us at pccu.ca to learn more!

0.60%

1.00%

2.00%

3.00%
4.75%

R.M of Leask No. 464
EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY
ASSISTANT ADMINISTRATOR

The RM of Leask No. 464 invites applications for a full-time permanent 
Assistant Administrator in the municipal administration office. The 
successful candidate may have various types of experience in office 
assistant administration and possess well developed interpersonal 
communication and organizational skills. Preference will be given to 
candidates who possess or is willing to obtain the following:

 - Local Government Administration or other Certificate from a 
business-related program.

 - Proficiency with Microsoft Office programs
 - Knowledge in basic accounting principles and practices
 - Working knowledge of the Munisoft computer system
 - Excellent communication skills, both verbal and written
 - Ability to deal effectively with the general public and to work 

independently
The municipality offers a competitive salary and benefits package 
in accordance with qualifications and experience. The successful 
applicant start date will be as agreed upon. Please state salary 
expected. 
Qualified individuals are invited to submit a resume with current 
references and cover letter detailing how their qualifications match 
those listed above. Deadline for applications is 4:00 p.m., Friday 
February 4th, 2022. Council wishes to thank all applicants, but only 
those selected for an interview will be contacted. 
RM of Leask No. 464
Attention the RM Administrator
Box 190, Leask SK S0J 1M0
Phone: 306-466-2000
Fax: 306-466-2091
Email: rmleask.464@sasktel.net

SRPSD restricts extracurricular activities
In a bid to keep students 

in the classroom, the Sas-
katchewan Rivers Public 
School Division (SRPSD) 
has made the decision to 
restrict extracurricular 
activities in all division 
schools.

The decision came down 
Wednesday, as COVID-19 
cases in the North Central 
1 and North Central 2 re-
gions continue to rise. As 
of Monday, Jan. 17, there 
were 119 active cases in 
the North Central 1 area, 
which includes SRPSD 
schools in Shellbrook, 
Wild Rose, Canwood, 

Debden, and Big River, 
and 340 in the North Cen-
tral 2 region, which en-
compasses Prince Albert.

The school division has 
a five-phase plan for ex-
tracurricular activities, 
with phase five being a full 
return with some restric-
tions. On the other end of 
the spectrum, phase one 
only allows practices to 
happen, with students be-
ing put into cohorts.

For the time being, the 
SRPSD has moved to 
phase two, dropping down 
from phase four, which 
allows for practice and 

games between cohorts 
among children in the 
same school.

“We need to keep our 
schools open and our 
classrooms running,” said 
SRPSD superintendent of 
schools Cory Trann.

Though there is cur-
rently no timeline on 
when a new phase will be 
implemented, the school 
division’s plan is to slow-
ly move back to a return 

to full activities, starting 
with phase three, which 
allows competitions to be 
held between schools.

However, this will de-
pend on how the commu-
nity does fighting back 
against the virus.

“It’s not just about our 
schools, it’s also what’s in 
our community because 
we know our families are 
actively involved in lots of 
things,” Trann said.

The SRPSD is also shar-
ing more information on 
the criteria that go into 
declaring an outbreak at a 
school, in the wake of a de-
clared outbreak at Big Riv-
er High School on Jan. 11.

In a letter sent out Fri-
day afternoon, SRPSD di-
rector of education, Rob-
ert Bratvold, explained 
this will only happen when 
at least 10 per cent of all 

students are isolating after 
experiencing symptoms.

“Although we will not 
know if the illness is actu-
ally COVID, if an outbreak 
is declared in a school, 
parents will be informed.”

Bratvold added it’s likely 
that schools will remain 
open when outbreaks are 
declared, with the focus 
being on additional mea-
sures instead.



By now, you’d think govern-
ments would have run out of 
ways – short of pinning peo-
ple down and forcibly injecting 
them – to entice or persuade the 
holdouts to roll up their sleeves 
and get vaccinated against 
COVID-19.

Leave it to Québec, a province 
where governments frequently 
overstep their bounds, to come 
up with a new strategy.

Québec, of course, is home to 
the controversial Bill 21, which 
prohibits public servants from 
wearing religious symbols, in-
cluding head and face coverings, in the 
name of enforcing state secularism.

The bill is the only legislation of its kind 
in Canada (for, most rational Canadians 
recognize that you don’t stand for equality 
and freedom of religion by banishing spiri-
tuality from the public sphere). 

And soon, if the government of Premier 
François Legault gets its way, Québec will 
also be the only province in Canada that 
taxes those who remain unvaccinated 
without a valid medical exemption.

Mr. Legault floated the idea of a so-called 
“vax tax” last Tuesday, justifying it by 
pointing out that the unvaccinated account 
for 50 per cent of patients in the province’s 
intensive care beds, despite making up just 
10 per cent of the population.

Though no actual details about the pro-
posed tax were announced, Mr. Legault 
said the penalty would be “significant” and 
rejected levies of $50 and $100 as inade-
quate.

“Right now, these people put a very im-
portant burden on our health-care net-
work. I think it’s normal that the majority 
of the population are asking that there be 
a consequence,” Mr. Legault told reporters.

Predictably, Mr. Legault’s comments ig-
nited a firestorm of controversy on both 
sides of the vaccine debate. Even Sas-
katchewan Premier Scott Moe waded into 
the conversation, to state in no uncertain 
terms that his government wouldn’t be 
looking at, much less introducing, a tax on 
the unvaccinated.

Those who see vaccination as the best 
way to reach the end of the COVID-19 pan-
demic lauded Mr. Legault. The move, they 
contended, would introduce long overdue 

consequences for those who 
continue to “put others at risk”, 
and those who are needlessly 
filling up hospital and ICU beds, 
by remaining unvaccinated 
(fair, though the vaccinated are 
still being hospitalized, albeit in 
lower numbers relative to their 
share of the population).

Critics, meanwhile, saw the 
proposed tax as a dangerous 
shift from the comparatively 
subtle approach of vaccine pass-
ports and negative COVID test 
requirements, to a more overt 
form of government control that 

overrides bodily autonomy and the right to 
refuse a medical procedure.

Others pointed to the unfairness of sin-
gling out the unvaccinated, when the vac-
cinated can contract and spread COVID. 
And, as further proof of unfairness, they 
cited the lack of taxes on self-destructive 
behaviours such as smoking and drinking 
(imperfect analogies, given the hefty taxes 
placed on such goods to discourage their 
purchase, and the fact that self-destructive 
behaviours aren’t inherently dangerous to 
others like an infectious disease is).

Even if vaccination is the right and so-
cially responsible thing to do (it is), and 
even if Mr. Legault’s proposal can stand up 
to the constitutional challenges it will inev-
itably face, a “vax tax” feels uncomfortably 
like a bridge too far.

Now that we’re more than a year into 
the vaccination effort, with 81.5 per cent 
of eligible Canadians fully vaccinated and 
rising, we need to begrudgingly accept that 
there are those among us who will never 
get the jab, no matter how much they’re en-
couraged or pressured.  

Vaccines and boosters remain the 
best protection against severe cases of 
COVID-19, but they aren’t the only tool in 
our toolbox, and they won’t get us to the 
unrealistic goal of “zero-COVID”.

In addition to not reducing COVID num-
bers, the vax tax ignores the elephant in the 
room: Canada’s overstretched and inade-
quately resourced healthcare system. 

Instead of punishing people with more 
financial burdens in already difficult eco-
nomic times, we should focus on creating 
a way forward, and a stronger healthcare 
system, together.
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Proposed “vax tax” 
goes a step too far

OpiniOnOpiniOn

C. J. Pepper, Publisher 

Jordan Twiss, Shellbrook Chronicle Reporter 
jordan@sbchron.com/chnews@sbchron.com

Natasha Cabase, Spiritwood Herald Reporter 
(306) 914-3890 or tashacabase@gmail.com

Meghan Penney, Composition/Pagination 
& Advertising Sales chads@sbchron.com 

Karen Stene, Bookkeeping/Reception 
accounting@sbchron.com

Office Hours: Monday - Thursday, 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.; 
Friday, 9 a.m. to 12 p.m. & 1 to 4 p.m.; 

Advertising Deadline: Fridays at 4:00 p.m.
websites: www.shellbrookchronicle.com

www.spiritwoodherald.com

Shellbrook Chronicle 
Serving the Communities of Shellbrook, Canwood, 

Debden, Big River, Parkside, Leask, Marcelin, 
Blaine Lake, Holbein, Mont Nebo, Mayview

Spiritwood Herald
Serving the Communities of Spiritwood, Shell Lake,

Leoville, Chitek Lake, Mildred, Rabbit Lake, Medstead,
Mayfair, Bapaume, Belbutte, Glaslyn

A Division of Pepperfram Limited Publications 
Mail Registration #07621

Published Every Thursday Morning

 P.O. Box 10, Shellbrook, Sask. S0J 2E0
 Phone 306-747-2442 or Fax 306-747-3000

Editorial: chnews@sbchron.com 
Advertising chads@sbchron.com 

The contents of the Shellbrook Chronicle and Spiritwood 
Herald are protected by Copyright. Reproduction of any 
material must be done so with expressed permission of 

the publisher.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR: In the interest of readers of 
this newspaper, we will publish opinions of our readers. 
Letters To The Editor are most welcome; however, they 
must be signed and include writer’s contact information and 
will only be published with the writer’s name on it. Letters 
should be limited in length and be typed or clearly written. 
We reserve the right to edit letters depending on available 
space.

Member of 

Jordan

Twiss

~
News Editor

Your Two CenTs~

By Franco Terrazzano
CTF Federal Director

As we head into the third 
year of revolving govern-
ment lockdowns, Canadi-
ans have every right to be 
furious. But we shouldn’t 
let politicians divide 
us. And we shouldn’t be 
duped into believing that 
we are going to tax our 
way out of a pandemic. 

“We’re looking for a 
health contribution for 
adults who refuse to be 
vaccinated for non-med-
ical reasons,” announced 
Québec Premier François 
Legault. 

Legault’s “health con-
tribution” is just another 
tax to be added on to the 
heavy burden of income, 

business, sales, property, 
payroll, import, fuel and 
carbon taxes that Cana-
dians are already forced 
to pay. In 2020, the aver-
age family spent more on 
taxes than on basic needs 
such as food, shelter 
and clothing combined. 
More taxes won’t make 
COVID-19 go away.

Particularly if you’re 
vaccinated, you should 
fight against politicians 
that want to open-up this 
Pandora’s box. Today, pol-
iticians will say the unvac-
cinated should pay. What 
about tomorrow? 

Will you need to pay a 
tax every time you put 
butter on your popcorn? 
If you gain weight after 

Christmas, will you have 
to write a cheque? When 
your kid falls off their bike 
trying a new jump, will a 
tax bill come with their 
stitches? 

People do lots of things 
that land them in the hos-
pital. It’s past time to dis-
cuss private health-care 
options and letting peo-
ple spend their own dol-
lars on their own health. 
But heaping more taxes 
onto overtaxed Canadians 
won’t solve the pandemic 
problem. 

Legault’s new tax fol-
lows a clear trend: The 
government answer to any 
problem is to hammer Ca-
nadians with higher taxes.

Continued on page 5

All Canadians need to unite 
against the vax tax



Last September I chose 
to sit as an Independent 
because the governing 
party was making deci-
sions that I believe were 
divisive and detrimental 
to the citizens of Sas-
katchewan. In fact, Pre-
mier Scott Moe on Sept. 
16, 2021, announced to 
the public that “The time 
for patience is over”, cit-
ing unvaccinated people 
as the reason why the 
COVID-19 virus contin-
ued in Saskatchewan, 
thus demonizing people 
who believe in the right 
to body autonomy, or 
who had other reasons 
not to “take the jab”.

In that announcement, 
Premier Moe declared 
the government would 
“create consequences” 
and make it “less com-
fortable” for people to 
remain unvaccinated. 
True to his word, his 
government did this by 
restricting what activ-
ities vaccine-free peo-
ple could participate in, 
including whether they 
could keep their jobs. 
The medical system be-
gan denying health pro-
cedures to people unless 

they complied. He even 
introduced vaccine pass-
ports after he and [Chief 
Medical Health Officer]
Dr. Saqib Shahab stated 
earlier in the summer 
that this would not hap-
pen.

Premier Moe did not 
seem to care that there 
were thousands of peo-
ple who had legitimate 
health considerations 
or that taking the vac-
cine would violate their 
conscience. He knew, or 
should have known, that 
doctors were almost nev-
er giving out exemptions, 
arguably in fear of being 
sanctioned by their gov-
erning bodies. There was 
virtually no discussion 
about adverse health 
effects, which by that 
time, many people were 
reporting anecdotally 
and trying to officially 
report. Later on, based 
on the number of people 
who contacted my office, 
it has become clear to me 
that doctors also seem to 
fear sanctions for report-
ing adverse effects.

Laying blame at the 
feet of vaccine-free 
people was picked up 

quickly by the media, 
then made its rounds on 
social media. Employ-
ers and unions jumped 
on board, imposing new 
employment conditions 
on highly qualified long-
term employees with 
the threat of job-loss for 
non-compliance. Sud-
denly, being unvaccinat-
ed for any reason made 
a person a pariah, an 
uncaring, selfish usurper 
of tax-paid health ser-
vices. (Shall we go down 
the road of healthcare 
availability for those who 
smoke, use illegal sub-
stances, over-eat, have 
poor diets, over-drink 

alcohol, are sedentary, 
or participate in extreme 
sports?)

A few weeks later, it 
seemed the Premier be-
gan to understand just 
how much his approach 
had divided the people 
of this province. Lifelong 
friends, family mem-
bers, co-workers and 
acquaintances were now 
deciding who they would 
associate with by vac-
cination status. Christ-
mas for some meant 
being shunned. In early 
December of 2021, the 
premier seemed to soft-
en his approach when he 
tried to call for “an end 
to the stigmatization of 
those who remain unvac-
cinated.”

Unfortunately, the 
damage had been done, 
and the call to “unstig-
matize” was not support-
ed with any action to re-
duce the societal impact. 
We still have vaccine 
passports. People did not 
get their jobs back. Peo-
ple are still not allowed 
into certain private and 
public places unless they 
can show they are among 
“the approved” by reveal-

ing their vaccine status.
The great irony now is 

that we have abundant 
proof that the vaccinat-
ed can easily spread the 
virus. Just ask the thou-
sands of completely vac-
cinated guests and staff 
on 86 cruise ships that 
have had outbreaks. Or 
ask the completely vac-
cinated players, coaches, 
staff, and volunteers of 
the 2022 World Junior’s 
whose tournament was 
cancelled due to COVID 
outbreaks.

In spite of this, the pol-
icies which created the 
damage and stigmatiza-
tion continue. As well, 
there is a hangover effect 
that in our digital age 
permeates our culture.

Case in point. A video 
released Nov. 25, 2021, 
by the Saskatchewan 
Health Authority (SHA), 
has Medical Health Of-
ficer Dr. Tania Diener 
counselling a young girl 
from Regina who asks, 
“What if my friends don’t 
get the vaccine? Can I 
still play with them?” 

Dr. Diener’s response 
creates the same stigma-
tization among our chil-

dren that the Premier 
created in September. 
Dr. Diener does not ever 
tell the girl she can play 
with the unvaccinated. 
Instead, she coaches the 
girl to put pressure on 
her friends. It’s easy to 
figure out how this will 
play out in a classroom 
setting with the vacci-
nated children shunning 
the so-called unvacci-
nated.

If the Premier is seri-
ous about healing our 
province, perhaps he 
can ask the SHA to take 
down that video and re-
view it’s messaging to 
make sure it isn’t divisive 
to children or adults.

Then he could remove 
the vaccine passport sys-
tem. He could give peo-
ple in the public service 
their jobs back, regard-
less of vaccine status, 
and encourage private 
employers to do the 
same. He could encour-
age all of us to continue 
with good health prac-
tices individually, and 
to practice safe hygiene 
publicly.

These things are the 
least that he could do.
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Message of division persists
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Continued from 4
Politicians want us to drive fewer trucks, 

so they slap us with a carbon tax. And 
when carbon taxes don’t reduce emissions, 
they hammer us with higher carbon taxes.

Bureaucrats think home prices are too 
high, so they fund a report calling for a 
new tax on homeowners.

Instead of dividing Canadians and tar-
geting certain taxpayers, it’s time to hold 
our politicians and bureaucrats account-
able for the healthcare mess. 

Before COVID-19, Canadians were pay-
ing more than most of our industrialized 
peers for health care, according to the Fra-
ser Institute. But Canada ranked second 
worst on the number of acute care beds 
per capita and third worse on the number 
of doctors per capita.

“The average occupancy rate of the 
Province’s acute care beds was 96 per cent 
in 2018-19, including approximately 28 
hospitals where the average occupancy 
rate for the year was over 100 per cent,” 
according to the Financial Accountability 
Office of Ontario. 

British Columbia hospitals were also 
above capacity before COVID-19.

That’s why politicians were worried 
about the government system in the ear-

ly days of the pandemic. Alberta Premier 
Jason Kenney said if there were no lock-
downs “our health system would collapse 
under the chaos.”

Two years later, the federal debt has 
ballooned past $1 trillion after spend-
ing more than $500 billion responding 
to COVID-19. The provinces have spent 
about $400 billion on health care since 
the beginning of 2020, according to their 
budgets. 

Despite two years and all that money, 
Ontario’s top health-care bureaucrat is 
still defending lockdowns as “necessary” 
to “protect our health system capacity.”

This leaves us with two questions.
First, how many hundreds of billions 

of dollars do taxpayers need to fork over 
before the government health-care system 
isn’t on the brink of collapse? 

Second, shouldn’t the politicians and 
bureaucrats that have continued to col-
lect their six-figure taxpayer-funded 
paycheques be held accountable for not 
coming up with better solutions to protect 
healthcare capacity?

Instead of dividing Canadians and hit-
ting us with new taxes, it’s time to hold the 
politicians and bureaucrats accountable 
for their mess.

All Canadians need to unite 
against the vax tax



Shellbrook’s town 
council met for its reg-
ular meeting in person 
and via teleconference on 
Monday, Jan. 17.

In attendance were 
Mayor Amund Otterson, 
councillors Larry Batten, 
Peter Halayka, Cheryl 
Ledding, Brent Miller, 
and Kathleen Nording, 
and the town’s CAO, Kel-
ly Hoare.

The meeting was called 
to order by Mayor Otter-
son at 5 p.m., and coun-
cil began by approving 
the meeting’s agenda 
and adopting the min-
utes of its Monday Dec. 
20, 2021, meeting. With 
no business arising from 
said minutes, council ap-
proved payment of the 
town’s regular accounts, 
then moved on to provide 
its reports.

In Public Works, Coun-
cillor Miller reported that 
town foreman Mike Tan-
chuk has been directed to 
get a cost estimate to fix 
a long-standing drainage 
issue at the Shellbrook 
Primary Healthcare 
Clinic. 

Speaking to the PAR-
WU Steering Committee 
and Board, Miller then 
informed council that 

the board was expecting 
to get a full report on the 
financing and funding of 
the proposed intermu-
nicipal water pipeline. 
Mayor Otterson added 
that the project is mov-
ing ahead in the design 
phase, with Associated 
Engineering directing 
the river crossing, and 
the pipeline route from 
Peter Pond Road to Shell-
brook being led by Pinter 
& Associates.

Going over the facil-
ity supervisor’s report, 
Hoare noted that there 
had been an issue with 
plumbing at the rink 
over the weekend. Mill-
er, meanwhile, reported 
that a carbon filter had 
been installed at the rink, 
which should help miti-
gate issues with there be-
ing too much chlorine in 
the water.

Elsewhere, Councillor 
Ledding brought up the 
need to create an off-ice 
access to the scorekeep-
er’s box and the penalty 
boxes, citing safety con-
cerns about having to 
leave the boxes via the 
ice. Mayor Otterson said 
the project was slated to 
be done once the ice is 
out for the season.
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Highlights of a Shellbrook town council meeting

Hon. Scott Moe, Premier
MLA for Rosthern-Shellbrook

scottmoe.mla@sasktel.net

Hon. Jeremy Harrison
MLA for Meadow Lake

jharrisonmla@sasktel.net

Partnership Launches Next Phase for Family-Based 
Care Options for Children with Special Needs 

The Government of Saskatchewan is partnering with the Saskatchewan Foster Families Association to launch Phase 
Two of the Parent Resources for Information, Development and Education (PRIDE) Levels of Pay. When a child or youth 
cannot safely remain in their family home, placement in a family-based setting is the next best option, whether that 
be an extended family caregiver, trusted family connection or foster family. This funding will encourage foster parents 
to complete specialized training allowing more children and youth with specialized needs to reside in family-based 
care. 

In 2019, Phase One successfully impacted participation in training, recruitment, and retention of foster families. For 
more information, visit saskfosterfamilies.ca.

SPIRITWOOD HOUSING AUTHORITY
MAINTENANCE/CARETAKER 

CONTRACT POSITION
The Spiritwood Housing Authority is now accepting 
applications for a Contract Maintenance/Caretaker.
The Housing Authority manages 28 senior and 11 family 
housing units located in the Town of Spiritwood.
The successful candidate will report to the manager and 
be responsible for regular seasonal ground maintenance 
for the senior units and for general handyman-type minor 
repairs for all units. Must be able to perform manual labor 
and lifting tasks, and provide regular activity reports to 
the Housing Authority Manager.
For further details, contact Vera Cadieu, manager, 306-
883-8779 (If necessary, leave message with name and 
phone number)
Please submit written resume by Jan 28 to:

Attention: Vera Cadieu, Manager
Spiritwood Housing Authority

Box 388
Spiritwood, SK

S0J 2M0

Timberwolves post pair of weekend losses
With the Shellbrook Silvertips 

and the Parkland U18 AA Elks 
both taking a break (the Silver-
tips’ only game was cancelled), the 
Spiritwood Timberwolves provid-
ed the primary source of hockey 
entertainment this past week-
end, playing a pair of road games 
against the Turtleford Tigers and 
the Radisson Wheatkings.

Continuing what has been a 
tough season, the Timberwolves 
added another two defeats to their 
record, receiving an 8-2 maul-
ing from the Tigers before being 
mowed down by the Wheatkings 
by a score of 10-7.

Wolves (2) vs Tigers (8)
Very little went right for the Tim-

berwolves in their Saturday eve-
ning showdown in Turtleford, and 
the Tigers were quick to pounce on 
every opportunity to put the puck 
in the back of the net.

For Spiritwood, Kirk Chief pro-
vided some of the few highlights, 
scoring one goal and providing an 
assist on the Timberwolves’ only 
other goal. Delano Tipewan netted 
the Timberwolves’ second goal, 
while Dalton Bill and Tyler Cross 
each earned a single assist.

J.R. Bussiere earned the start, 
and the loss, in goal for Spirit-
wood.

Conversely, Damien Nordell was 

essentially a one-man highlight 
reel for the Tigers, netting four 
goals and tacking on two assists 
for good measure. Meanwhile, Ja-
cye Nordell netted a goal and three 
assists, Lyndyn Domotor scored a 
goal and one helper, and Karstin 
McDonald tallied a single goal. 

The Tigers’ eighth goal was not 
tallied on the scoresheet.

In the assists column, Piper Nor-
dell was credited with a pair of as-
sists, while Austin McDonald and 
Justin Scott were credited with 
one each. 

Wolves (7) vs Kings (10)
In a more competitive match 

against the Radisson Wheatkings 
on Sunday evening, the Timber-
wolves were in it to win it nearly 
up until the final buzzer.

Tyler Cross led the way for Spir-
itwood, scoring two goals, while 
Jeff Caffet, Zach Lomsnes, and 
Colton Poulin each tallied a goal 
and an assist. Raymon Harris and 
Marcus Tipewan netted the final 
two Timberwolves goals.

Where assists are concerned, 
Patrick Robinson pitched in with 
three, Chad Crookedneck earned 
two, and Colin Buban and Dela-
no Tipewan each ended the night 
with one apiece.

On the Radisson scorecard, 
Dana Derbowka had a big night 

by scoring a hat trick, while Ryan 
Rothenburger netted a pair of 
goals. Meanwhile, Thomas El-
gersma and Connor Rennie each 
scored a goal and two assists, Den-
ny Night and Jamie Wuttunnee 
both earned a goal and a helper, 
and Charles Debungee tallied a 
single goal. 

Brandon Griffiths led the way in 
assists, tallying three, while Car-
ter Amson, Ethan Bear, and Travis 
Hudson had two apiece, and Brian 
Clark and Connor Rothenburger 
both had one.

With the pair of defeats, the Tim-
berwolves sit at 2-10 on the season, 
putting them just above the Per-
due Pirates in the SPHL standings.

The team plays its final home 
game of the regular season this 
weekend, hosting the Radisson 
Wheatkings for a rematch on Sat-
urday, Jan. 22 at 8 p.m.
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Shifting gears to the 
hospital and clinics re-
port, Otterson informed 
council that the wife of 
Dr. Olugbenga Adebayo 
has completed her SIP-
PA training and will be 
signing a three-year re-
turn for service contract 
to practice in town. On 
the not so positive side, 
he reported that two phy-
sicians have completed 
their contracts and plan 
to move on, meaning the 
SHA will have to begin 
the search for their re-
placements through SIP-
PA.

Moving on to new 
business, council began 
by approving a trans-
fer from the Recreation 
Centre Reserve, totaling 

$4,169.27, to pay for the 
house decals on the ice 
at the Shellbrook Curling 
Club. Next, council car-
ried a motion to trans-
fer $116,092.97 from 
the Sewer and WWTP 
to cover pay for three 
blocks of sewer line to be 
inspected by camera and 
relined (these are funds 
from the town’s Munici-
pal Economic Enhance-
ment Fund and Gas Tax 
Funds).

Council then approved 
a recommendation from 
Public Works to have Ro-
to-Rooter clear the line 
@ Lot 2, Block 5, Plan 
CN6034, at the town’s 
expense as needed. This 
is at a property on 1st Av-
enue East where the town 

plans to rebuild the sewer 
line and reroute the flow 
to eliminate the need for 
a lift station.

Continuing with new 
business, council carried 
a motion to purchase the 
town’s gravel supply, at a 
cost of $56,000, prior to 
setting the budget, as well 
as a motion to amend the 
Tax Free for Three policy. 
The policy has been ex-
panded to include RTMs 
being moved onto a prop-
erty, so long as construc-
tion is completed within 
one year after receiving 
building permit.

Later in the evening, 
council agreed to decline 
a support request from 
STARS, noting that it’s 
not council’s policy to do-

nate taxpayer money.
Wrapping up a few last 

items, council agreed 
to pay an invoice from 
LADR Consulting and 
terminate the town’s re-
lationship with the firm, 
and voted to table dis-
cussion about its plans to 
develop the west side of 
town until budget delib-
erations.

Going around the table, 
Mayor Otterson closed 
out the meeting with an 
update on plans to relo-
cate the Shellbrook Pub-
lic Library to the Knox 
United Church. While 
the plans are still ago, 
Otterson said the library 
is likely to be in its cur-
rent location for awhile 
yet. 



If we hope to see im-
provement, then the fu-
ture of just about every 
human endeavour ulti-
mately relies on scientific 
research. 

We do not have safer 
cars by chance. 

We would not have the 
computers of today with-
out research. 

There is science behind 
human flight, and tons 
more to be successfully 
completed if we hope to 
one day leave this planet 
to live on another. 

And the list goes on. 
It is of course the same 

in agriculture, where 
research by scientists is 
crucial, from best prac-

tices in fertilizer applica-
tion, to weed control, to 
the particular traits de-
veloped in the varieties 
that are grown. 

Given that the crops 
farmers grow around 
the world largely feed 
everyone, either directly 
as grains and oilseeds to 
make everything from 
rolled oats and canola 
oil to flour for bread, or 
converted into the milk 
and eggs, bacon and beef 
steak we eat, every step 
taken in varietal devel-
opment is important. 

That grains feed us is 
also a very good reason 
for the public to play 
a role in that research 

through an investment 
of dollars, which ulti-
mately means tax dollars 
being spent to fund good 
science. 

So it was good news 
for both farmers and 
the public when it was 
announced recently, by 
Canada’s Minister of Ag-

riculture and Agri-Food 
Marie-Claude Bibeau 
and Saskatchewan Agri-
culture Minister David 
Marit, that a total of $9.1 
million in funding was 
being provided for new 
crop-related research 
projects in 2022. 

This year’s funding will 
support 55 crop-related 
projects in Saskatche-
wan through the prov-
ince’s Agriculture Devel-
opment Fund (ADF). 

Producers in-turn 
stepped up too, to add 
their dollars to the work 
with approximately $4.1 
million contributed by a 
range of industry part-
ners in support of these 

projects including wheat, 
canola, and flax produc-
er groups. Having pro-
ducer dollars on the table 
is of course important 
as they stand to benefit 
first from developments 
achieved. 

It is also producers who 
know best what areas of 
advancements in crop 
production would best 
help them be successful, 
so they are a key guide to 
point researchers down 
the right paths of study. 

In a release from the 
University of Saskatch-
ewan, highlighting 
more than $5.7 million 
in funding, it was not-
ed projects would range 

“from plant-based edible 
3D printing and packag-
ing to using drones for 
monitoring crops and 
soil health.”

The funding, which 
came through Saskatch-
ewan’s Agriculture De-
velopment Fund (ADF), 
was awarded to 25 USask 
researchers to support 
34 projects. 

The return on this in-
vestment will not be 
an immediate one, but 
the dollars spent now 
are good ones as they 
will help forge a bet-
ter farming future, and 
that means a continued 
source of food on our ta-
bles.
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Research funding means good things for ag’s future
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On Agriculture

Wed., Jan. 26, 2022
Regular Sale 9:00 a.m.

Presorted Internet Calf Sale 12:00 p.m.

Producers wishing to market cattle prior to sale day 
please contact the office 306-236-3411 for delivery.

FEEDER FINANCE PROGRAM AVAILABLE - Please contact Brent 

To consign cattle or 
for on-farm appraisals 

please contact 
Brent, Blair or Brody

MEADOW LAKE LIVESTOCK SALES LTD.

Your independently owned & operated livestock marketing 
facility - working with the producers’ best interest in mindteam

www.teamauctionsales.com

the electronic auction market

 Brent 306-240-5340 • Blair 306-240-9883 • Brody 306-240-6504  
 Office 306-236-3411 ~ Fax 306-236-3412  

Email: mlstockyards@sasktel.net ~  market info visit: www.mlstockyards.com 

FEEDER FINANCE PROGRAM AVAILABLE - Please contact Glen 

To consign cattle or 
for on-farm appraisals 
please contact Brent, 

Glen, Boyd or Frederick

PRINCE ALBERT LIVESTOCK SALES

Mon., Jan. 24, 2022
Regular Sale 8:30 a.m., Presort Sale 11:00 a.m.

Fri., Jan. 28, 2022
Bred Cow, Heifer & Pair Sale 1:00 p.m. 

Producers wishing to market cattle prior 
to sale day please contact the 

office 306-763-8463 for delivery.
Your independently owned & operated livestock marketing 
facility - working with the producers’ best interest in mindteam

www.teamauctionsales.com

the electronic auction market

 Brent 306-240-5340 • Glen 306-960-4732 • Boyd 306-841-7998 • Frederick 306-227-9505  
 Office 306-763-8463 ~ Fax 306-763-4620  

For market info visit: www.northernlivestocksales.ca 

A division of Northern Livestock Sales

Sask. announces major value-added investment
Federated Co-operatives Limited 

(FCL) has announced its plans to de-
velop an Integrated Agriculture Com-
plex (IAC) north of the Co-op Refin-
ery Complex in Regina. The IAC will 
include a renewable diesel facility, as 
well as a new canola crushing plant in 
partnership with AGT Foods.

The FCL renewable diesel production 
plant alone represents a nearly $2 bil-
lion investment for the province and 
is expected to create more than 2,500 
construction jobs and 150 permanent 
operating jobs. The entire IAC is esti-
mated to have direct and indirect eco-
nomic benefits of approximately $4.5 
billion.

“This is a tremendous opportunity 
for Saskatchewan and for FCL and AGT 
Foods that will bolster the sustainabil-

ity and economic goals of these compa-
nies and the province,” Premier Scott 
Moe said. “Our province has the food, 
fertilizer, and fuel the world needs, in-
cluding renewable energy from cano-
la grown and processed here, which 
speaks to the heart of our plan for eco-
nomic recovery and growth as we work 
to build an independent, strong and 
sustainable Saskatchewan.”

The FCL-AGT canola crushing facili-
ty will ensure Saskatchewan exceeds its 
2030 Growth Plan goal of processing 
75 per cent of the canola grown in the 
province. It also supports the Growth 
Plan goal of increasing agriculture val-
ue-added revenue to $10 billion.

The FCL renewable diesel plant will 
have a production capacity of 15,000 
barrels per day, or about 1 billion litres 

per year. The FCL-AGT canola crush 
facility will use 1.1 million tonnes of 
canola seed to produce 450,000 tonnes 
of oil, supplying approximately 50 per 
cent of the feedstock required for the 
renewable diesel plant, with the re-
mainder of the supply being contracted 
from other canola crush facilities.

“We know the synergies between 
transportation fuel production and ag-
riculture will play a vital role in West-
ern Canada’s transition to the low car-
bon economy,” FCL CEO Scott Banda 
said. “We believe our Co-op Retailing 
System is well-positioned to integrate 
and capture the full agricultural val-
ue-chain in the production of fuel and 
value-added products. We are excited 
about our partnership with AGT and 
ultimately what this announcement 

means for value-added agriculture in 
our province.

With facilities and outlets in 249 
communities in Saskatchewan, FCL 
and local Co-ops employ more than 
10,000 workers across the province.
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Sometimes change is a good 
thing.

This was certainly true last year, 
when the Shellbrook Kinettes 
and Shellbrook Kinsmen raised 
$14,442 through their inaugural 
online auction fundraiser for Tele-
miracle. The online auction was a 
bit of improvisation on the part of 
the two community groups, whose 
members were unable to do their 
traditional town canvass in light of 
the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic.

After seeing how successful the 
online auction was, thanks in large 
part to auction item donations 
from local and area businesses, 
community organizations, and in-
dividuals, the Kinettes and Kins-
men have decided to bring it back.

Planning is already underway 
for the upcoming auction, and 
Kinette Tasha Cyr says the two 

groups hope to begin collecting 
auction item donations at the end 
of January.

In the meantime, Cyr says the 
groups are working on a solution 
for those who have their Telemir-
acle cheques ready each year when 
the Kinettes and Kinsmen come 
knocking, and wish to continue 
making their monetary donations, 
in case this year’s town canvass is 
officially cancelled.

Cyr says that once a solution for 
collecting the community’s mon-
etary donations has been decided 
upon, whether it be etransfer or 
mail-in cheque, the Kinettes and 
Kinsmen will let the community 
know.

“I know there was a little disap-
pointment with our Kin clubs not 
canvassing last year,” Cyr said. 
“The year, as it was, did not allow 

for us to do our annual year to year 
canvass, which made us think out-
side the box and helped us come up 
with a solution.”

“After our online auction we re-
ceived tons of great reviews from 
the community members,” Kinette 
Melissa Moe added. “They found it 
an exciting way to contribute and 
were entertained by being able to 
outbid other members in the com-
munity.”

Though the Kinettes and Kins-
men enjoy opportunities to get out 
and engage with the community, 
the town canvass was becoming 
more of a challenge with each 
passing year. In addition to the bit-
ter cold, the continued growth of 
the community was making it hard 
for the groups to hit everyone.

“We have had to go out more 
than one night in the past,” Cyr 

said. “We were fortunate in Feb-
ruary 2020 to have a handful of 
Royal Purple members help us 
canvas. Even with their help, we 
ran out of time and did not get to 
every house.”

This year’s Telemiracle will be 
held on March 5 and 6.

The money raised throughout 
the year and during the TeleMira-
cle telethon benefits the Kinsmen 
Foundation, which provides fund-
ing for Saskatchewan residents re-
quiring special needs equipment to 
maintain or improve their quality 
of life, as well as travel assistance 
to those needing to leave their 
community to access life-saving 
medical treatment.

Funding is also provided to in-
stitutions and health foundations 
to purchase specialized, new, or 
innovative equipment to improve 

health care.
In the past, funds raised through 

Telemiracle have benefitted local 
causes.

The Canwood Bus Association 
was a beneficiary of the fundraiser 
in 2019, receiving $20,000 to as-
sist with the purchase and retrofit 
of a wheelchair-accessible van that 
helps people in the community and 
area get to medical appointments.

In 2014, meanwhile, Shell-
brook’s Woodland Bus Association 
received $19,578 from the Telemir-
acle to assist with the purchase of 
a wheelchair accessible van. The 
van, and the 16-seat bus operated 
by the association, help residents 
of Parkland Integrated Health 
Centre’s long-term care facility, 
and people from other communi-
ties, get to medical appointments 
and other social outings.
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Kinettes, Kinsmen bring back Telemiracle online auction

Regular services, Sunday school and special services will be listed.
LUTHERAN CHURCH

Zion - Canwood
Sunday School,

Worship Sunday, 11 a.m.
St. John’s - Shellbrook

Sunday School, 
Live-stream worship 
service on Facebook, 

Worship Sunday, 9 a.m.
Rev. Emmanuel Aristide

------------------------
PENTECOSTAL 

CHURCH
Parkside

10:30 a.m. Worship
Pastor Daniel Mooseely

306-747-3572
Shellbrook 
Adult Study

9:30 a.m.
Sun., 10:30 a.m. - Worship
Pastor David Bodvarson

306-747-7235
Canwood

11:00 a.m. - Worship
Pastor Glenn Blazosek

306-468-2138
Leask Gospel Tabernacle

Sunday 11 a.m. & 6:30 p.m.
Pastor Lorne Valuck

------------------------
PRESBYTERIAN

Mistawasis
Sunday worship

11:00 a.m.
Rev. Katherine Bretzlaff

------------------------

IMMANUEL 
LUTHERAN

Parkside
11 a.m. - Worship 
------------------------

ANGLICAN CHURCH
Leask - All Saint’s

Sunday Service - 9 a.m.
St. Andrew’s - Shellbrook
Sunday, 11 a.m. Service

Canwood - Christ Church
Sunday, 2 p.m. - Service

Rev. Wendell Brock
306-460-7696

H.C. Service with Rev. 
Brock - 1st Sunday of the 

month  
------------------------

MENNONITE 
BRETHREN CHURCH

Blaine Lake Gospel Chapel 
109 Railway Ave. W.

Blaine Lake
306-497-3316

Pastor: Rick Schellenberg
Sunday, 10:30 a.m. 

Worship
------------------------

EVANGELICAL FREE
Big River

11:00 a.m. - Worship
Bible Classes 9:45 a.m.

Summer: 10:30 a.m. - 12
306-469-2258

Youth Nite: Fridays
Mont Nebo

Bible Study & Prayer
Sun., 11:00 a.m. - Worship
Pastor Bill Klumpenhower

------------------------

UNITED CHURCH
Big River
Sundays 

10 a.m.. - Worship
 at Anglican Church
Rev. Dave Whalley

306-747-2804
------------------------

CATHOLIC CHURCH
Debden

Sun. Mass - 9:30 a.m. 
Fr. Dong Doan

Big River - Sacred Heart
Sun., 11:30 a.m. - Mass

Whitefish
Sun., 2:30 p.m. - Mass.

Victoire
Sat., 7:30 p.m. - Mass.

Fr. Dong Doan 
St. Agatha’s - Shellbrook

Mass - Sunday 9 a.m.
St. Henry’s - Leask

Mass - Sunday -  11 a.m.
Mistawasis

2nd & 4th Sundays, 1:30 p.m.
Fr. Phong Tran

------------------------
SEVENTH DAY  

ADVENTIST
407-2nd Ave E, Shellbrook
Sat., 9:45 a.m. - Sabbath School

Sat., 11:00 am  -Worship
Broadcast on 

VOAR 92.1 FM
Pastor Liviu Tilihoi

306-747-3398

Praise & WorshiP

Regular services, Sunday school and special services will be listed.

PARTNERS IN FAITH
Lutheran/United/

Christchurch Anglican, 
137-2nd St. W. 

Spiritwood
  Worship 11:00 a.m. 
Rev. Sarah Urano
-----------------------

UNITED /ANGLICAN
Worship Services

Glaslyn
Time is on the sign

Rev. Kun Kim
Rev. Don Skinner
-----------------------

CATHOLIC
SUNDAY

Spiritwood - 11:15 a.m.
Leoville - 9:30 a.m.

Shell Lake - 2:00 p.m.
Chitek Lake - Closed for 

the Season
Everyone Welcome

SATURDAY
Medstead - 6 p.m. 

Father Ramel Macapala 
-----------------------
PARTNERS IN 

WORSHIP
Shell Lake

Worship Services
Sunday 9:00 a.m. 

Pastor Sarah Urano
306-841-7333

-----------------------

SEVENTH DAY  
ADVENTIST

407 - 2nd Ave .E, 
Shellbrook

Sat., 9:45 am - 
Sabbath School

Sat., 11:00 am - Worship
Broadcast on 

VOAR 92.1 FM
Pastor Liviu Tilihoi

306-747-3398
-----------------------
MENNONITE 
BRETHREN

Glenbush
10:00 am - Sunday School

Worship 10:50 am 
-----------------------

FIELDS OF HOPE
(HOFFNUNGSFELDER)
MENNONITE CHURCH

Glenbush
Worship - 11:00 am

 -----------------------
BETHEL
Medstead

 1st Sunday, 10 am - 
Worship

Pastor David Jensen
3rd Sunday - 10 am 

Worship
Pastor David Jensen

-----------------------

Gideons International 
of Canada

Battlefords Camp
Phone Art Martynes 

(306) 389-4633
-----------------------

EVANGELICAL FREE
Mont Nebo

 Wed., 7:30 pm -
Bible Study & Prayer

  Sun., 10:30 am - Worship  
 Pastor Bill Klumpenhower

-----------------------
LAKELAND 

COMMUNITY CHURCH
(Corner of 1st Ave. and 4th 

St., Spiritwood)
Sun., 11 am - Worship 

Service & Sunday School
Pastor Michael Kluthe

306-883-2380
-----------------------

BELBUTTE FULL 
GOSPEL

   11 am  Worship Service
  1st Sun., 7:30 pm 

- Hymn Sing
Pastor Floyd Berg
-----------------------

COWBOY CHURCH
Spiritwood

Every Wednesday Night 
7 pm

Spiritwood Legion Hall
Pastor Rick Martin

Praise & WorshiP

Indexation, tax credits improve affordability in 2022
Provincial income tax credits and index-

ation will help make life more affordable for 
Saskatchewan people in 2022.

“Indexation protects Saskatchewan taxpay-
ers from bracket creep, ensuring tax savings 
are not eroded by inflation,” Deputy Premier 
and Finance Minister Donna Harpauer said. 
“Fair, affordable and competitive taxation is a 
key part of what makes our province a great 
place to work, live, and raise a family.”

Income tax brackets and tax credit amounts 
will be indexed in 2022, saving taxpayers an 
estimated $36 million. The level of indexation 
in 2022 will be 2.4 per cent, which matches 
the national rate of inflation.

Saskatchewan has among the lowest per-

sonal taxes in the country. Since 2007, Per-
sonal Income Tax (PIT) exemptions have 
removed 112,000 people from the province’s 
income tax roll. In total, PIT reductions over 
the past 12 years are providing over $720 mil-
lion in annual income tax savings to Saskatch-
ewan people.

A family of four in the province with 
$100,000 in total income pays $2,084 less 
in combined provincial income and sales tax 
in 2022, compared to 2007. Also, a family of 
four pays no provincial income tax on their 
first, $53,435 of combined income which is 
more than twice as much as in 2007, when a 
family of four began paying income tax once 
their combined income reached just $26,150.

Families in Saskatchewan with children 
enrolled in sports, arts and cultural activities 
will continue to be able to claim the Active 
Families Benefit on their 2022 taxes. The ben-
efit was reinstated last year and provides a re-
fundable tax credit of $150 per year, per child 
to eligible families. Families of children with 
a disability will receive an additional $50, for 
a total tax credit of $200 per year per child.

Parents who enroll their children in sports, 
arts and cultural activities are reminded to 
keep their receipts so they may claim the ben-
efit with their annual tax filings.

Saskatchewan residents who are planning 
to renovate their homes may also be able to 
claim the Saskatchewan Home Renovation 
Tax Credit.

Saskatchewan homeowners may save up 
to $1,155 in provincial income tax in 2021 by 
claiming a 10.5 per cent tax credit on up to 

$11,000 of eligible home renovations on 2021 
income tax returns, for expenses incurred be-
tween Oct. 1, 2020, and Dec. 31, 2021, under 
this non-refundable tax credit.

A further $945 in savings may be claimed 
in 2022 for up to $9,000 of eligible expenses 
incurred between Jan. 1, 2022, and Dec. 31, 
2022. Eligible expenses include the cost of 
permits, contractor labour and profession-
al services, building materials, fixtures and 
equipment rentals.

For more information about the Home 
Renovation Tax Credit, including examples of 
eligible renovation expenses, please visit Sas-
katchewan Home Renovation Tax Credit | Tax 
Credits | Government of Saskatchewan

For further information about the program 
call the Canada Revenue Agency at 1-800-
959-8281 for service in English, or 1-800-
959-7383 for service in French.



(Where necessary, the 
following minutes may 
have been edited for 
clarity or brevity)

The Regular Meeting of 
the Council of the Rural 
Municipality of Spirit-
wood No. 496 was held 
on Wednesday, Nov. 10, 
2021. 

In attendance were 
Reeve Shirley Dauvin, 
Division 1 Larry Vaagen, 
Division 2 Al Steinhilber, 
Division 3 Terry Wing-
erter, Division 4 Dennis 
Laventure, Division 6 
Bevra Fee, Administra-
tor Colette Bussiere, and 
Foreman Darcy Laven-
ture. 

Division 5 is vacant.
A quorum being pres-

ent the meeting was 
called to order at 9:00 am 
by Reeve, Shirley Dauvin.

Fee: That the agenda 
be adopted as presented. 

Carried
Steinhilber: That the 

minutes of the Oct. 12, 
2021, Regular Meeting of 
Council be approved as 
presented. Carried

Laventure: That the 
Administrator’s report 
having been read now be 
filed. Carried

Council: That we au-
thorize the administrator 
to proceed with a civic 
addressing bylaw. Car-
ried

Foreman Darcy Laven-
ture joined the council 
meeting at 9:30 a.m.

Laventure: That the 
Foreman’s report having 
been read now be filed. 
Carried

Foreman Darcy Laven-
ture left the council 
meeting at 11:15 a.m.

Laventure: That we 
purchase a 2015 John 
Deere 870G grader & 

trade the 2012 John 
Deere 872G grader & 
pending confirmation of 
price & warranty.  Car-
ried

Steinhilber: That the 
bank reconciliation for 
the month ending Oct. 
31, 2021, be accepted as 
presented. Carried

Wingerter: That the 
“List of Accounts” as list-
ed on the attached Sched-
ule “A” forming part of 
these minutes be passed 
for payment.

• Cheque No. 13333 - 
13408 ($568,399.59)

• Payroll File No. 344 
& 346 ($40,277.27)

• EFT Grader 
Lease Payment 
($6,065.49). Carried

Vaagen: That the State-
ment of Financial Ac-
tivities for the month 
ending Oct. 31, 2021, be 
approved as presented. 

Carried
Steinhilber: That we 

enter into a road main-
tenance agreement with 
the RM of Canwood No. 
494 to haul 8,000 tonnes 
of aggregate on Grid No. 
695. Carried

Vaagen: That we enter 
into a road maintenance 
agreement with Next 
Generation Logging to 
haul 4,000 tonnes of 
timber on Grid No. 793 
& Grid No. 946. from the 
following land locations:

• S 1/2 05-54-10-W3
• W 1/2 28-53-10-W3
• N 1/2 26-54-11-W3
• SW 26-54-11-W3
• NW 25-54-11-W3
• NE 22-54-11-W3. 

Carried
Wingerter: That we 

enter into a road main-
tenance agreement with 
Maurice Grimard to haul 
1,600 tonnes of timber 
from S 1/2 19-53-09-W3 
on Grid No. 793 & Grid 
No. 946. Carried

Fee: That we enter 
into a road maintenance 
agreement with WM 
Logging to haul 8,000 
tonnes of timber on Grid 
No. 696 & Grid No. 946. 
Carried

Wingerter: That we re-
new the lease agreement 
with Access Communi-
cations Ltd. for another 5 
years. Carried

Steinhilber: That the 
RM of Spiritwood No. 

496 wishes to reserve the 
transfer of lands to TLE 
status until the lands can 
be checked for possible 
gravel resources. Carried

Wingerter: That we 
do not feel that calcium 
chloride is a good fit at 
this location (the Shell 
Lake Cemetery), and that 
we investigate soil stabi-
lization options. Carried

Wingerter: That a tax 
abatement in the amount 
of $815.83 be applied 
against Roll No. 1943 100 
due to a land classifica-
tion assessment error. 
Carried

Steinhilber: That Lacey 
Gallinger be appointed as 
the RM representative to 
the SARCS Board. Car-
ried

Fee: That council mem-
bers are not in a position 
to accommodate an ap-
pointment to the Meet-
ing Lake Regional Park 
Board at this time. Car-
ried

Steinhilber: That we 
acknowledge there is a 
premium increase and 
that the SARM Liability 
Insurance Plan be re-
newed for 2022; and

That we renew the 
Excess Liability Insur-
ance in the amount of 
$3,000,000 and the 
Administrative Errors 
& Omissions Cover-
age in the amount of 
$1,000,000. Carried

Steinhilber: That the 
SARM Property Insur-
ance Program renewal be 
tabled.

Laventure: That the re-
quest to waive the charge 
for providing fire pro-
tection services for a fire 
located on NW 31-48-12-
W3 be declined. Carried

Fee: That the regular 
meeting of Council be 
adjourned at 12:10 p.m. 
to move into an In Cam-
era session to discuss HR 
matters. Carried

Administrator, Colette 
Bussiere left the Council 
meeting at 12:10 p.m.

Administrator, Colette 
Bussiere returned to the 
council meeting at 12:17 
p.m. The regular meeting 
of council was called back 
to order at 12:17 p.m.

Fee: That the following 
correspondence having 
been read now be filed:

• SARM - Updates/
Emails

• SARM - Policy Bul-
letins

• SARM - Rural Sheaf
• PARCS Update - No-

vember 8, 2021
• SaskPower Trans-

mission Line Rebuild 
Memo

• Agriculture in the 
Classroom - Octo-
ber 2021 Newsletter. 
Carried

Wingerter: That the 
meeting be adjourned at 
12:25 p.m. Carried
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Minutes of an RM of Spiritwood meeting

Community Calendar
~

SPIRITWOOD: Wapiti Regional Library - Tuesday 9 am - 5 pm; Wednesday 9 am - 5 
pm; Friday 9 am - 5 pm
LEOVILLE: Wapiti Regional Library - Wednesday 10 am - 4 pm; Thursday 10 am - 3 pm 
SHELL LAKE: Wapiti Regional Library - Tuesday 12:30 pm - 4 pm; Wednesday 12:30 
pm - 4 pm

~
BLAINE LAKE: Wapiti Library - Wednesday 11 am - 6 pm; Friday 11 am - 5 pm; Satur-
day 10 am - 4 pm. Contact us for more info 306-497-3130, www.wapitilibrary.ca.
BIG RIVER: Wapiti Library - Wednesday 11:30 am - 4:30 pm; Thursday 11:30 am - 
4:30 pm. Phone # 306-469-2152
CANWOOD: Canwood Branch of Wapiti Regional Library. Tuesday 10 am - 4 pm; 
Thursday 10 am - 4 pm; Friday 12 pm - 5 pm. Kids Club is Fridays 3:30 pm - 4:30 pm, 
Crafter’s Choice is the 2nd and 4th Tuesday of each month.
DEBDEN: Wapiti Library hours:  Tuesday 10 am - 3 pm; Wednesday 3 pm - 7 pm.  
Librarian: Aline Hannon
LEASK: Wapiti Library & Legacy Gallery Hours - Tuesday 10:30 am - 5 pm; Friday 
10:30 am - 5 pm; Saturday 1 pm - 4 pm
MARCELIN: Wapiti Library - Tuesday 2 pm - 7 pm; Thursday 2 pm - 8 pm; Saturday 
9 am - 2 pm. For information on all your library needs, please contact 306-226-2110.
SHELLBROOK: Shellbrook Branch of the Wapiti Library located at 105 Railway Ave., 
West (Provincial building). Library Hours: Monday 2 pm - 6 pm; Tuesday 12 pm - 8 pm; 
Wednesday 2 pm - 8 pm; Thursday 12 pm - 6 pm; Friday 9 am - 4 pm. 

TRIPLE YOUR ADVERTISING
We’ll advertise your important community event in our Community Calendar 

FREE for two weeks prior to the event with purchase of a 
2 column x 2” Display ad for only:

$60.00 plus G.S.T. - A savings of over 30%
Available to Non-Profit & Community Organizations Only

Call Now For Further Details
“Don’t miss out on letting your Community and others know of your event!”

Shellbrook Chronicle & Spiritwood Herald
Box 10, Shellbrook, SK  S0J 2E0

Ph: 306-747-2442 • Fax: 306-747-3000 • Email: chads@sbchron. com

22013JJ0

One thing I remember of my dad is 
that he sure owned some unique cars 
and a few trucks in his life. I don’t re-
call him ever having any new ones, but 
the ones he did have were in good con-
dition. 

When I got older, I got to drive one. 
He lent me his Mercury Comet. I be-
lieve it was green in colour. Dad had 
done some work in the West Channel 
in Hay River as a carpenter. He no-
ticed the owner had this Mercury in 
storage. I don’t know the fine details, 
but I believe he negotiated some work 
for the car. At least, I think that is how 
it went. 

One day, when I was almost late for 
school, I went out to start the Mercury. 
It was a cold day. When I was grow-
ing up in Hay River, I remember a lot 
of cold days in the winter. I found a 
makeshift scraper on the car floor. It 
was metal. I proceeded to scrape the 
back window. This has never happened 

since, as when I scraped the window, I 
heard a sound like a rifle shot. 

I completely shattered the back win-
dow. How does a 16-year-old explain 
that to one’s dad? I went into the house 
and explained what happened. Dad 
said I must have hit the window. A 
neighbour who was visiting explained 
it was possible to shatter glass that 
way. Dad accepted the explanation 
and, in his kindness, let it go.

Life moves on. Eventually I moved 
to Calgary. I was sitting in an Adult 
Sunday School class where the teach-
er was talking about how some have 
a hard time addressing God as Father 
because of their relationship with their 
earthly father. 

I understand what he was saying but 
really couldn’t identify. I am grateful 
for the kindness of my father.

Blessings,
Pastor David Bodvarson
SPA 

Good News
~

The kiNdNess of a dad
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CAMPBELL – Marian
Marian was born on April 

2nd, 1937, in New Osgoode, 
Saskatchewan. She was the 
second daughter of George 
and Myrna Penill. Marian 
grew up with her family in 
New Osgoode, and spent her 
time going to school, help-
ing with chores, and spend-
ing time with family and 
friends. She enjoyed track 
meets, county fairs, and 

trips into town for ice cream. 
In 1957 she married Alex 
Campbell. In 1958, Sandra 
was born, and their family 
began. They moved to Bre-
men where Alex was work-
ing with the railroad. Bill 
was born in 1959. Irene was 
born in 1961. They moved a 
few places before settling in 
Canwood in 1962. Alex and 
Marian owned a few differ-
ent businesses including a 
jewelry store and a furnace 
cleaning and repair compa-
ny. Doris was born in 1962, 
and Diana in 1963. Mary 
was born in 1967, and Bev 
in 1974. Alex passed away in 
1980. Marian stayed on the 
farm for several years, rais-
ing chickens, and enjoying 
her large garden. In 1984, 
Marian moved into town. 
She became very busy with 
cleaning the church, babysit-
ting for many different fam-
ilies, and became an active 

member in many different 
volunteer groups. Over the 
years, she helped out with 
just about every church, and 
organization she could find, 
whether she belonged to it or 
just helped when they need-
ed it. She enjoyed cleaning at 
both the hall and the church, 
especially for weddings and 
events. In her spare time, she 
enjoyed visiting with family 
and friends, and would never 
turn down a chance to play a 
game of cards. She was active 
in volunteering at Whisper-
ing Pine Place and was one of 
the first auxiliary members. 
She enjoyed many bus trips 
with the senior’s group and 
enjoyed taking care of the 
mini golf for many years. At 
home, she was busy reading, 
sewing, knitting, doing jig-
saw puzzles and all sorts of 
word puzzles. She collected 
pins and teapots and loved 
to show off her collections. 

She also enjoyed long phone 
conversations with fami-
ly and friends in between 
their visits. She was an avid 
Saskatchewan Roughrider 
fan, so we all learned not to 
call during game time. In 
2013, Marian moved into 
the Golden Acres. Although 
her home was much small-
er, she still enjoyed having 
family and friends over, and 
her door was always open for 
company. If you could catch 
her at home that is. In 2020, 
she made her final move into 
Whispering Pine Place. She 
kept busy with puzzles, knit-
ting, and attending activi-
ties, her favourite being bin-
go. She was always happy to 
tell everyone when she won 
a quarter, or chocolate bar. 
She took up colouring and 
blessed many of us with her 
pictures. She kept her sense 
of humour and enjoyed 
teasing and joking with the 

staff. When visits became 
harder, she learned to Face-
Time with the iPad, as well 
as watching for us to come 
visit at the window. Marian 
was always the first to help 
out anyone in need and in-
stilled that virtue in her kids 
and grandkids. From volun-
teering to donating or any 
possible way of taking care 
of people or her community, 
she was always involved in 
some way. 

Marian is survived by 
her children: Sandra, Bill 
(Brenda), Irene (Ken), Doris 
(Reg), Dian, Mary (Bill), 
and Bev; Two honorary 
daughters, Cindy (Neil) 
and Susan; Numerous 
grandchildren, great-
grandchildren and great-
g r e a t - g r a n d c h i l d r e n ; 
siblings: Georgia (Ken), 
Alice (Norbert), Edward 
(Judy), and Leona (Ron) 
as well as many extended 

family members and friends.
She is predeceased by 

her husband, Alex, parents, 
George and Myrna, sister, 
Mabel, mother-in-law, Lydia, 
father-in-law, Hugh, sister-
in-laws, Jean and Kathy, 
brother-in-laws, Robert 
and Orville, daughter-in-
law, Linda, son-in-law, Les, 
nephew, Bradley and niece, 
Gail.

In lieu of flowers, dona-
tions can be made to the 
Recreation Department at 
Whispering Pine Place Rec-
reation Department, Box 
418 Canwood, SK. S0J 0K0.

Friends and family wish-
ing to send online con-
dolences may visit www.
beaulacfuneralhome.com.  
Arrangements have been 
entrusted to the care of Beau 
“Lac” Funeral Home and 
Crematorium, Lynn Ander-
son, Funeral Director, Shell-
brook, 306-747-2828.

Obituaries
~

Marian Campbell

DUNBAR – Robert
1947 – 2022
Robert “Bob” Stanton 

Dunbar was born in Prince 
Albert, Sask on March 
4, 1947, to Barbara Ellen 
(Harper) and Robert Leslie 
Dunbar. Bob grew up in Big 

River, Sask. He joined the 
Navy at an early age and of-
ten talked of all the places 
he travelled to during this 
time. Upon his release, he 
worked at the local sawmill 
and later worked for Mc-
Lean’s Plumbing and Heat-
ing. After gaining some ex-
perience he was able to get 
his Boiler ticket and become 
employed at the uranium 
mine at Cluff Lake. Bob 
worked at the mine until his 
retirement. He was living in 
Saskatoon at this time and 
remained there for the next 
few years.

In November 2009, Bob 
was reunited with Lynn 
Nelson. Bob and Lynn had 
dated for a short period of 
time in their younger years 

and hadn’t seen each oth-
er for almost 40 years. A 
short time later, Bob sold 
his house in Saskatoon 
and moved to the acreage 
at Stump Lake to live with 
Lynn.

Bob had numerous friends 
from everywhere. He was 
a very outgoing person, in-
terested in everything and 
everybody. He loved visiting 
with people, the outdoors, 
and animals of every spe-
cies. He could tell you the 
name and breed of every 
dog he ever owned. He en-
joyed travelling and had 
vacationed in Mexico many 
times over the years. He and 
Lynn continued these trav-
els and loved the time they 
spent together there with 

the many new friends they 
met. Lynn also introduced 
him to seasonal camping, 
and they spent their sum-
mers camping and fishing, 
first at Delaronde, then 
at Smoothstone. Bob also 
loved to garden. His motto 
was, “You can never have 
too many potatoes and car-
rots.”  He spent many hours 
tending the garden and yard 
and puttering in the shop. 
He kept in touch with every-
one either in person or on 
the phone. Bob quickly be-
came a friend and helper to 
his Stump Lake neighbours. 
He grew close to Josh and 
Dyan Nordquist and their 
four children. When Lynn 
didn’t know where he was, 
chances were he was next 
door at Nordquists! He was 
known to Lynn’s grandsons 

as Papa Bob and filled the 
role as another Grandpa in 
their lives.  

Bob passed away sudden-
ly at home on January 4, 
2022.  His passing leaves a 
great hole in the hearts of 
all who knew him. We will 
all miss him forever.

Bob will be lovingly 
remembered by his partner, 
Lynn Nelson, and her 
daughters, Layla Sten and 
sons Cole and Jace Knutson, 
Cristy (Lance) Reed and 
sons Mason and Cody; his 
daughters, Candace Dunbar 
and son Aiden, and Crystal 
Dunbar; his sisters Sandra, 
Audrey, Joan (Fran) Abbott, 
Barbara-Ann and their 
families.  

Bob was predeceased by 
his father Robert Leslie 
Dunbar, his mother Bar-

bara and stepfather Harry 
James Phillips, as well as 
three young stepbrothers 
and a nephew.  

A private family service 
will be held at a later date.

In lieu of tributes, memo-
rial donations in memory 
of Bob may be made to the 
Prince Albert SPCA (Box 
1832, Prince Albert, Sask.  
S6V 6J9) or to your local 
SPCA or Animal Shelter 
of your choice. Family and 
friends wishing to send 
messages of condolences 
are welcome to visit www.
beaulacfuneralhome.com

 Arrangements have been 
entrusted to the care of 
Beau “Lac” Funeral Home 
& Crematorium, Tammy 
Smart – Funeral Director, 
Shellbrook, SK. 306-747-
2828.

Robert Stanton Dunbar

Myron Halko
January 31, 1942 – 

December 20, 2021
Irene Halko 
July 30, 1943 – 

December 31, 2021
With profound sadness, 

we announce the passing 
of our pillars of strength, 
both Mom and Dad, our 
best friends, our strongest 

supporters and the best ex-
ample of strong values and 
commitment to family.

Myron was born in 
Ranger, Saskatchewan, to 
Mary and Dmytro Halko, 
he was the third youngest 
of nine children. Myron 
grew up on the family farm 
in the Junor district and 
attended Edward Lake 
School. He worked on the 
family farm throughout his 
school years.  As a young 
man Myron developed an 
interest in serving in the 
RCMP and went to Col-
lege in North Battleford. In 
his grade twelve year his 
father became ill and My-
ron returned to the family 
farm to pursue farming.

Despite having to change 
course in his life’s work he 
enjoyed farming and did 
well, eventually taking 
over the family farm.  My-
ron was a hard worker and 
he loved the farm life. His 
passion for farming would 
regularly find him up at 
dawn to tackle his chores.  

Irene was born on July 
30, 1943 at Laventure, Sas-
katchewan, and was the 
second youngest daugh-
ter of Napoleon and Ma-
rie Lavoie. She was one 
of the youngest of eleven 
children. She received her 
early education at Regent 
School in Laventure and 
then moved to Leoville and 
graduated from Leoville 

High School. 
Irene went on to teach 

for several years at Spirit-
wood School and then she 
went to business college in 
Prince Albert and subse-
quently worked as a secre-
tary at the boys college.

Myron and Irene mar-
ried in 1965 and they were 
blessed with five children, 
four daughters and a son 
and ten grandchildren. 
The family farm raised 
both cattle and grain and 
Myron and Irene were 
supportive partners in the 
family farm.

Myron and Irene are 
survived by their four 
daughters Janice (Brian) 
Romanyshyn, Cheryl 
(Robert) Owen, Marie 
Ruzesky, Josephine 

Halko and one son Daniel 
(Lisa) Halko, and ten 
grandchildren. Myron was 
a loving husband, father 
and Gido and Irene was a 
loving wife, mother and 
Grandma.

Our lives are forever 
changed and our hearts 
are broken. We will hold 
them both in our hearts 
forever and our memories 
will be our strength.

Funeral Masses were 
held for Myron and Irene 
on Wednesday Dec. 29, 
2021 and Thursday Jan. 6, 
2022 respectively at Ste. 
Therese Roman Catholic 
Church, Leoville with Fr. 
Ramel Macapala and Fr. 
Peter Nnagna concelebrat-
ing the Masses.

The family wishes to 

extend their sincere grat-
itude to the health care 
workers that provided 
compassionate care to our 
father and to the emergen-
cy care workers that pro-
vided medical care to our 
mother.

Donations in lieu of flow-
ers can be made to Ste. 
Therese Catholic Parish in 
Leoville or the Laventure 
Cemetery.

Family and friends wish-
ing to send online con-
dolences are welcome to 
visit www.beaulacfuneral-
home.com.  Arrangements 
have been entrusted to the 
care of Beau “Lac” Funer-
al Home and Crematori-
um, R. Mark Muir Funeral 
Director, Spiritwood, SK 
(306) 883-3500.

Myron Halko & Irene Halko



Deborah (Debbie) Joan 
Rogers née: Campbell 
passed peacefully on Jan-
uary 12th, 2022 at the age 
of 68 in Saskatoon, Sas-

katchewan surrounded by 
her loving husband of 49 
years and 3 of her children.

Debbie was the 2nd born 
to Charles (Chuck) and 
Hazel Campbell on May 
23, 1953 in Edmonton, 
Alberta. She was raised, 
alongside her 2 sisters, in 
the home that her father 
had built.

Debbie met the love 
of her life Bruce in May 
of 1972 and a whirlwind 
courtship ensued. They 
married in July of that 
same year. Together they 
raised 3 daughters and in 
1977 it seemed as though 
their family was complete. 

Their hearts were so big 
and welcoming that in 
1999 their youngest son 
Keith joined the family 
and in 2004 their oldest 
son Shawn cemented his 
place and the family of 
five, then six was now a 
family of seven. Through 
the years, her family grew 
to include 23 more.

Debbie is survived 
by her loving husband 
Bruce, her daughters Vicki 
(Steve), Tammy (Tracy), 
Lori (Darin), and her sons 
Shawn and Keith (Celine), 
her grandchildren Kyla 
(Mitch), Casey, Danielle 
(Mitch), Karen (Andrew), 

Taylor (Brock), Delaney 
(Caleb), Jillian, Matthew, 
Charlie, her great-
grandchildren Hazel, 
Bennett, Paisley, Aurora 
and Kassian, her sisters 
Penny (Larry), Gail (Ray), 
her brother and sister-in-
laws Al (Debbie), Marlene 
(Rick), Gwen (Dennis), 
Floyd (Alice), Don (Kathy), 
Joe (Fran), Cal (Sharon), 
Roy, Bev (Mike), Kathryn 
(Steve), 29 nieces and 
nephews, 71 great nieces 
and nephews, 4 great-
great nieces and nephews, 
special friend Tracy and 
many, many more. 

Debbie was predeceased 

by her father Chuck in 
1985, her mother Hazel 
in 2011, her sister-in-
law Debbie in 2006, her 
mother-in-law Blanche in 
2013, her great niece Eva 
in 2018 and her nephew 
Chad in 2021.

Debbie leaves a legacy 
behind her that is found 
within each and everyone 
that she knew and loved. 
She was an avid home-
maker, crafter, quilter, 
and gardener and always 
had coffee ready. You nev-
er left her home hungry, 
sad, or feeling alone. Many 
people grew to love her as 
their own, she had count-

less “honorary children” 
throughout the years and 
the bonds created remain 
to this day.

Debbie will be remem-
bered for her never ending 
generosity, her immense 
love of family, her kindred 
spirit and by the fact that 
you could not take her 
missed crib points but she 
could take yours. 

Memorial donations 
in lieu of flowers may be 
made to the Heart and 
Stroke Foundation in her 
memory.

The Celebration of Deb-
bie’s life will be held at a 
later date.

Obituaries
~

Deborah (Debbie) Joan Rogers
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SOMMERFELD – 
Alfred Erwin

Alfred Erwin Som-
merfeld, aged 88, passed 
away peacefully the af-
ternoon of January 7, 

2022. Born August 13, 
1933 to Ludwig and 
Emma Benke, Al grew 
up on the Sommerfeld 
homestead in Bright-
holme, Saskatchewan, 
and later on the fami-
ly farm in Shellbrook, 
alongside his brothers 
Max, Edwin, Armien, 
and sisters Irma and 
Irene.

Al approached life ear-
nestly, but with a smile 
and a twinkle in his 
eye.  He enjoyed people, 
and his authentic and 
playful way meant there 
were few who did not 
take joy and comfort in 
being with Al.  As a lov-

ing husband, father, and 
provider, Al was the cor-
nerstone of a strong and 
happy family.

Al knew the secret of 
a healthy work-life bal-
ance. He enjoyed work-
ing tirelessly, whether 
on the job or at home in 
the yard or in his wood 
shop. But still he always 
made time for family 
and community, includ-
ing coaching baseball 
and hockey, and leading 
Beavers/Cubs. Fami-
ly camping trips to the 
mountains, and Radium 
Hot Springs, Shuswap, 
and Penticton were 
mainstays for the fam-

ily, so too were regular 
adventures to Hawaii, 
Barbados, Mexico and 
California. Watching a 
good hockey or football 
game were treasured 
quiet times after all the 
work was done.  

Al ventured away from 
the farming life he grew 
up in and carved out a ca-
reer in telecommunica-
tions, first with CN Tele-
communications, and 
then later with AGT and 
Telus.  He met the love of 
his life, Maureen Riddell 
in Prince Albert, and his 
job took them to Port Ar-
thur, Winnipeg, Regina, 
and eventually to Cal-

gary where they settled 
to raise a family. In re-
tirement they moved to 
High River and came to 
love the town and com-
munity and friendships.  
Al was a man of faith and 
an active member of the 
Lutheran Church.    

Al is survived by his 
loving daughter Rondi 
Sommerfeld Newman, 
son Mark Sommerfeld, 
grandson Garrett 
Newman, granddaughter 
Jasmine (Michael) 
Nicholson, and great 
granddaughter Iona 
Nicholson.  He is also 
survived by his son-in-
law Garry Newman and 

daughter-in-law Tamara 
Sommerfeld, and many 
nephews and nieces.

Services will be post-
poned until the spring 
and will take place at 
that time at the High 
River Good Shepherd 
Lutheran Church as well 
as at the Brightholme 
Cemetery.  Donations 
can be made to the High 
River Good Shepherd 
Lutheran Church (910 12 
Ave SW, High River, AB 
T1V 1C8) and/or the St. 
John’s Lutheran Bright-
holme Cemetery Fund 
(C/O Ron Ferster, Box 
307, Shellbrook, SK S0J 
2E0).

Alfred Erwin Sommerfeld

Mary Christina (Skotte) 
Stene

March 22, 1923 ~ 
December 30, 2021

Mary Stene, formerly of 
Shellbrook, SK, passed away 
peacefully at Hafford Special 
Care Centre on December 
30th, 2021, at the age of 98.

Mary Christina was born 
to Christian and Laura 
Skotte on March 22, 1923, 
in the Holbein district. She 
was a little sister to Margaret, 
Katie and Norman. Mary 

lost her mother, Laura at the 
young age of 3. While living 
in Saskatoon, Agnes Mills 
became Mary’s stepmother.  
In 1933 they moved to a farm 
at Alingly near Spruce Home, 
SK. Her father, Christian, 
passed away in 1937. Mary 
completed her Grade 8 in 
1938 in Alingly.

While working in Sturgeon 
Valley, at 17 years of age, 
she met her lifelong love, 
Minard Stene and was 
married November 9, 1940, 
in the Shellbrook Lutheran 
parsonage. Minard and 
Mary farmed at Mayview, SK 
where they raised their three 
daughters: Luella (Irwin) 
Gatzke, Inez (Ross) Larson 
and Shelley Brad.

In 1973, they sold the farm 
and moved into Shellbrook 
to be closer to their family. 
During their time in 
Shellbrook, Mary cleaned 
homes and the church for 
many years. Mary’s spare 
time was spent gardening, 

baking, sewing, crocheting 
and knitting.  She handmade 
many quilts and clothing 
for the grand and great-
grandchildren. Mary lived a 
very social life with her door 
always open to friends and 
family, and a fresh pot of 
coffee and/or meal waiting 
to be shared with those she 
cared about.

In March 1979, Minard 
passed away leaving her a 
young widow. She continued 
to clean homes and be part of 
the church community. Once 
her house became too much 
for her to keep, she moved 
into a duplex in Shellbrook. 
This allowed her to make 
coffee for new friends who 
all became very important 
to her and continued to be 
active at St. John’s Lutheran 
Church.

Due to health issues she 
moved to Hafford Special 
Care Centre in 2016. Here she 
participated in craft classes, 
entertained the staff with 

her family’s many stories 
and took special care of the 
facility’s cats. The staff at the 
care home also became her 
extended family and often 
shared that Mary brought 
feelings of joy to the other 
residents at the care home. 
Mary’s final years were very 
difficult for her after the loss 
of her youngest daughter 
Shelley in 2018; gratefully, 
her steady optimistic attitude 
and faith were by her side at 
all stages of her life journey. 
Hafford Special Care Centre 
took great care of Mary until 
she passed peacefully in her 
sleep telling the staff she had 
somewhere special to be the 
next day.

Mary is predeceased by 
her parents, Christian & 
Laura; siblings, Margaret, 
Katie & Norman; husband 
of 38 years, Minard; 
daughter, Shelley Brad; great-
granddaughter, Sophia Brad; 
and many in-laws, relatives 
and friends.

Mary is survived by: 
daughters – Luella (Irwin), 
Inez (Ross); grandchildren 
– Carla (Warren) Kaeding, 
Holly (James) Gatzke, Shawn 
(Tracy) Larson, Farren 
(Adeana) Larson, Tyler Brad, 
Curtis (June) Brad; great-
grandchildren - Michael 
(Laine) Kaeding, Matthew 
Kaeding, Adam Rask, April 
Rask, Anika Gatzke, Shalyn 
(Moses) Pasloski, Leif Larson 
(Taya McKean), Cole and 
Rowena Larson, Izaac and 
Phoenix Brad; great-great 
granddaughters: Brynn and 
Tessa Kaeding; as well as 
special family and friends.

Mary’s wish for her family 
and friends:

“Each night at the end of 
the day, I say my prayers, I 
name each one of my family 
by name, and some friends. I 
ask that God protect, save and 
guide you. May you forgive 
my mistakes, and with God’s 
help love one another.

I am thankful for my 

family and friends. I tried to 
do the best I could and hope 
that as you look back you will 
have some good memories 
of me. I love you all so very 
much.

Love your mother, 
grandmother, great 
grandmother and great-great 
grandmother.”

A Celebration of Mary’s 
Life was held at 11:00 a.m. 
on Monday, January 10, 
2021 at St. John’s Lutheran 
Church, 704 Adamson 
Road Shellbrook, SK. 
Interment was held at Prince 
Albert Memorial Gardens 
immediately following the 
service. Services were live 
streamed and videotaped. If 
you wish to view the service, 
the live stream link is www.
grays.ca/memorial-videos/. 
Condolences may be sent to 
the family at www.grays.
ca. Funeral arrangements 
have been entrusted to Gray’s 
Funeral Chapel, (306) 922-
4729.

Mary Christina (Skotte) Stene



Playoffs are under way 
in the National Football 
League, and the next 
couple of weeks will de-
termine which two teams 
will meet Feb. 13 in Los 
Angeles to play in Super 
Bowl 56 (or LVI for you 
Roman numeral fans out 
there).

A couple of points to 
consider in the lead-up 
to the big game, which 
has evolved into al-
most a national holiday 
in the football-crazed 
United States: 1. Tampa 
Bay Bucs, the defending 
champions, are in the 
hunt with their aging 
quarterback, 45-year-old 
Tom Brady, to try to win 
it again; 2. The amount 
of money wagered on the 
game, legally and illegal-
ly, will be greater than 
the GDP of many Third 
World countries; 3. 
Pre-season Super Bowl 
favourites, Kansas City 
Chiefs and Los Angeles 
Rams, had pre-playoff 
legitimate cracks at the 
game’s biggest prize; 4. 
Injuries and COVID-19 
will undoubtedly play 
major roles in the playoff 

races.
Trying to predict a 

winner is a fool’s game 
(and I know that only too 
well, after finishing in 
the lower half of my NFL 
football pool this year, 
with about a 46-per-cent 
success rate on picking 
winners). But it’s an an-
nual custom to go out on 
a limb, and worry not 
about making a fool of 
one’s self. So here goes:

Green Bay Packers will 
win it all. Pretty solid 
limb.

Brady’s age is catching 
up to him, and the Bucs 
have too many injuries. 
Patrick Mahomes and 
the Chiefs were cool to 
start the year, hot in the 
middle (eight straight 
wins) and then levelled 
off toward the end. Ten-
nessee will welcome the 
return of running back 
stud Derrick Henry, and 
the Titans have the best 
coach in the league in 
Mike Vrabel, but medioc-
rity at QB (Ryan Tanne-
hill) leaves them on the 
outside. Up-and-comers 
Buffalo, Cincinnati, and 
Arizona have three of 

the game’s most excit-
ing quarterbacks (Josh 
Allen, Joe Burrow, and 
Kyler Murray, respec-
tively), but they’re still 
a year or two away. The 
Rams have talent galore, 
but QB Matt Stafford’s 
throws are too often 
caught by players wear-
ing enemy jerseys.

So is this a Green Bay 
lock? Rival NFC teams 
wanting to get to the 
game in L.A. Feb. 13 will 
likely have to win a road 
game in frigid Green Bay 
in January, and that’s a 
scenario best suited to 
Aaron Rodgers and his 
Pack, who live in igloos 
and eat cheese-flavoured 

Popsicles for dinner. 
Winning the NFC title 
in bitter cold and then 
playing an indoor game 
in L.A. two weeks later 
will be a breeze, a warm 
one at that, for Rodgers, 
who will then bid adieu 
to Green Bay and play 
elsewhere next year.

My head says Green 
Bay. My heart says Cin-
cinnati. My TV set will 
likely say something 
completely different 
on Feb. 13. Owning a 
46-per-cent win rate 
likely guarantees that 
last point.

• Dwight Perry of the 
Seattle Times: “Hope the 
Mets signed 18-year-old 
Venezuelan outfielder 
Miriojaycey-Rachidny-
cander Ray Jean Tadeo 
Benita. Good luck trying 
to get him to fit all that 
on an autographed base-
ball.”

• Gene Collier of the 
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette, 
on an overused hockey 
phrase: “Cycling Down 
Low . . . sounds like a 
problem in the lower di-
gestive tract. You wanna 
go out? No, I just had 

some chalupas and I’m, 
uh, Cycling Down Low.”

• Headline at the on-
ion.com: “Rob Manfred 
Confirms Pete Rose Re-
mains Ineligible From 
DraftKings Official MLB 
Hall Of Fame At Cooper-
stown”

• Bob Molinaro of pilot 
online.com (Hampton, 
Va.): “The self-created 
trials and tribulations of 
the world’s No. 1 men’s 
tennis player have turned 
into a bad Djok.”

• RJ Currie of sports-
deke.com: “Novak 
Djokovic has no business 
getting into the Austra-
lian Open. As far as we 
know, he has not had one 
COVID vaccination, nev-
er mind two — the ulti-
mate double fault.”

• Blogger Patti Dawn 
Swansson: “The Ameri-
can Kennel Club has add-
ed two dogs to its roster. 
You know, kind of like 
what the Edmonton Oil-
ers have been doing with 
their defence every year 
for the past 15 seasons.”

• Janice Hough of left-
coastsportsbabe.com: 
“The Washington Foot-

ball Team will unveil its 
new name and uniforms 
on Feb. 2. Unfortunate-
ly for fans, the new uni-
forms will have the same 
old players in them.”

• Comedy writer Brad 
Dickson of Omaha: “No-
vak Djokovic will not be 
allowed to play in the 
Australian Open because 
he is unvaccinated. The 
news isn’t all bad for No-
vak. He just signed to be 
the new backup quarter-
back for the Green Bay 
Packers.”

• Alex Kaseberg again: 
“The Tampa Bay Bucca-
neers have officially cut 
Antonio Brown. He was 
released and not put on 
waivers because even 
waivers did not want 
anything to do with him.”

• AP’s Greg Beacham, 
via Twitter, after Utah’s 
Micah Bernard caught a 
TD pass and led his team 
in tackles vs. Ohio State: 
“I believe he is the first 
player to do that in the 
Rose Bowl since Shohei 
Ohtani.”

Care to comment? 
Email brucepen-
ton2003@yahoo.ca

Super Bowl champ? Likely the pack

SportSSportS

BRUCE 
PENTON

~
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Top three winter safety tips 
from SaskEnergy

Winter has been packing a punch this 
year, leaving many of us with snow on the 
roof while we listen to the rumble of our 
furnaces.

In keeping with the season, here are 
three of SaskEnergy’s top natural gas 
safety tips to help keep you and your fam-
ily safe this winter.

1. Keep your exterior appliance vents 
free of frost, ice and snow

If snow or ice blocks your home’s exteri-
or appliance vents, it can cause equipment 
to malfunction. Worse, it can cause a dan-
gerous buildup of carbon monoxide—an 
odourless, colourless, tasteless, invisible 
gas that occurs through the incomplete 
combustion of fuels. Any appliance that 
burns fuel can cause carbon monoxide to 
build up—including furnaces, fireplaces, 
water heaters and gas stoves.

2. Keep your natural gas meter free of 
snow and ice, including the meter’s regu-
lator and shut-off valve

Leaky eavestroughs or melting snow 
from your roof can sometimes drip onto 
your meter and cause it to ice up.

To safely clean snow or ice off your nat-
ural gas meter, use a soft-bristle brush or 
broom or gently remove the snow by hand.

Never use a shovel or other tool to chip 
or scrape ice or snow off your meter, and 
never hit or kick your meter to break up 

any ice. And don’t use hot water or chem-
ical de-icers as these can also damage the 
meter.

Also avoid using a snowblower or snow-
plow near your meter and don’t shovel or 
pile snow around it.

Keeping snow and ice off and away from 
your natural gas meter, regulator and 
shut-off valve will help ensure this equip-
ment continues to operate when you need 
it most.

3. Have your furnace inspected every 
year

Annual maintenance can help keep your 
furnace running safely and at peak effi-
ciency—giving you peace of mind.

SaskEnergy Network Members offer a 
Home Heating Tune-Up which includes 
inspecting your furnace’s chimney, heat 
exchanger, blower compartment and fan, 
gas pilot and drive systems and high-lim-
it controls. Your furnace’s motor and fan 
will also be cleaned and lubricated, and 
your burners will be cleaned and reset.

As an added safety incentive, cus-
tomers who book their annual furnace 
maintenance service with a participating 
SaskEnergy Network Member will receive 
a free carbon monoxide alarm at the time 
of their appointment.

For more safety tips, visit saskenergy.
com/staying-safe

News Media Canada
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ELECTRICIAN

Residential, Commercial 
& Agricultural 

Wiring & Trenching
Skid Steer Service

Jake Verbonac 
306-747-9073

Serving Shellbrook 
& Surrounding area

&J HElectric

FUNERAL SERVICES

Courteous, professional,
reliable, plumbing, heating,

gas fitting services

Ph: 306-747-4332
Shellbrook, Sask.

PLUMBING

Your Guide to
Home Services &
Repair Professionals

HEARING

Call today for your 
 Hearing Test!

1-306-883-3997
Hearing Aid Sales and Services

101 Main Street, Spiritwood

HEARING CENTRE

LAWYER

Law Office
DELBERT DYNNA

100A - 10th St. East
Prince Albert, SK S6V 0Y7

phone (306) 764-6856
fax (306) 763-9540

Preferred areas of practice:
Wills, Estates, Real Estate

Glen Jantz
306-984-7634, Leoville

gcjantz@gmail.com
Licenced & Bonded
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Call today for your 
 Hearing Test!

1-306-883-3997
Hearing Aid Sales and Services

101 Main Street, Spiritwood

HEARING CENTRE

HEARING

CONSTRUCTION
 

 
 

Your Local New Home Builder 
• General Contractor 

• New Homes - Design/Build 
 

Serving Spiritwood & 
surrounding area 

 

Office - 306-883-1500 
Cell – 306-883-7003 

Murray Loewen 
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• New Homes - Design/Build 
 

Serving Spiritwood & 
surrounding area 

 

Office - 306-883-1500 
Cell – 306-883-7003 

Murray Loewen 
 

ACCOUNTING

Weberg 
Accounting

Services
Andrea Weberg 

CPTP, DFA-TSS

306-747-2244 
Shellbrook

ADVERTISE HERE

This Space Is 
Waiting For You

Keep Your Business In 
The Public Eye And A 

Quick Reference At Your 
Customer’s Finger Tips.

Call Today:
306-747-2442
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ADVERTISE HERE

This Space Is 
Waiting For You

Keep Your Business In 
The Public Eye And A 

Quick Reference At Your 
Customer’s Finger Tips.

Call Today:
306-747-2442

TRUCKING

Grain, Fertilizer, or Pellet Hauling
Call/Text: 780-872-3324

Email: Northcountry06@outlook.com
Owners: Ed & Faryn Anderson

P Construction Ltd.
Spiritwood, SK

306-883-7305
Equipment Rentals Available

• 5 tonne Zoom Boom
• 10 tonne Zoom Boom
• Skidsteers
• Excavator

Call for pricing & 
bookings! Ask for Paul

CONSTRUCTION

FUNERAL SERVICES

“Faces you know, people you trust at a time you need them the most”

306-747-2828 (24 hrs.)
101 Railway Ave. W., Shellbrook, SK

Monument Sales & Pre-arrangements Available
Shellbrook – Spiritwood – Big River – Debden  

Prince Albert – Canwood – Leask 
www.beaulacfuneralhome.com

INSURANCE

1-877-898-8248 (TAIT)

Shellbrook  306-747-2896
Canwood  306-468-2227
Leask  306-466-4811

email: office@taitinsurance.ca
www.taitinsurance.ca

General, Health & Hail Insurance
Motor License Issuer

Electrical Contractor
• Residential, Commercial 
& Industrial Installations

• New Builds
• Renovations

Shawn Madden
306-220-7979
maddenbroselectric@outlook.com

Spiritwood, SK

ELECTRICAL

LOCAL

REAL ESTATEREAL ESTATE

306.883.7449
Call or text

Residential | Cottage | Agricultural | Commercial

www.heathersarrazin.com

Located in Shell 
Lake and proudly 

supporting & 
serving our local 

communities!

of the Battlefords



The ClassifiedsThe Classifieds
SWNA Blanket Classifieds

Reaching over 6 million people weekly. 
Cost for 25 words:

Saskatchewan market ..............$209.00
   One Zone  ............................$86.00
   Two Zone ..........................$123.00
Alberta market .......................$269.00
Manitoba market ...................$189.00
BC market .............................$395.00
Ontario market ......................$439.00
   Western Ontario  .................$155.00   
   Central Ontario  ..................$129.00
   Eastern Ontario ..................$145.00
   Northern Ontario  ..................$90.00
Quebec market
   English ...............................$160.00
Atlantic market ......................$200.00
Across Canada  ..................$1,977.00
Also Available: Quebec (French)  ................$967.00

Career Ads
Reaching Over 600,000 People Weekly

Rates: $7.79 per agate line 
 Size: 2 col. x 2” ...................$424.00

Deadline for Booking/Material 
Friday at 4 p.m.

Contact the Shellbrook Chronicle
306-747-2442

or Email:
chads@sbchron.com

All prices plus applicable taxes. 
NOTICE

This newspaper accepts advertisements in good 
faith. We advise that it is in your interest to 
investigate offers personally. Publications by this 
paper should not be taken as an endorsement of  
the product or services offered.

Shellbrook Chronicle 
Reaching over 10,000 people weekly. 

Personal Classifieds: 
$16.00 for 20 words + 20¢ additional 

words for the 1st week. 
Additional weeks: $8.00/week + GST.

Classified Display: 
$26.25/column inch. Minimum 2 
column inches - $52.50 + GST.

For All Other Advertising 
Please Contact Our Office at:

Ph: 306-747-2442 or Fax: 306-747-3000
Email: 

news: chnews@sbchron.com
advertising: chads@sbchron.com

Phone
306-747-2442

Fax
306-747-3000

Email
chads@sbchron.com

P.O. Box 10, Shellbrook, SK S0J 2E0
Advertising Deadline - Friday: 4:00 p.m.

Subscriptions 
$80.00 + $4.00 (GST) = $84.00/year

REAL ESTATE

Shawna 
Schira-Kroeker

Your Local Realtor®

306-441-1625 (cell)
ssk@littleloon.ca 

www.shawnaschirakroeker.ca
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In
Memory

may be put in 
the Chronicle 
& Herald for 
$25.00* 
(30 words) 
20¢ per 

additional word
Photo - $10.00
Shellbrook 
Chronicle

Spiritwood 
Herald

Phone 
306-747-2442

Fax 
306-747-3000

email: 
chads@sbchron.

com

By Sara Williams
Salts are naturally present in our 

soils, and in small amounts, do no 
harm. It’s when the percentage of 
salt increases that plant growth is 
affected. Soils containing enough 
salt to retard plant growth or kill 
plants are called “saline.” Such soil 
is often found in low-lying areas 
with poor drainage. It occurs in ar-
eas where water collects, bringing 
in the salt either as surface runoff 
or groundwater. But the water can 
only leave via evaporation, leav-
ing salts behind that build up over 
time. When these soils dry out, 
they are characterized by a white 
crust. In the same way that our 
skin will dry out when we swim in 
the ocean, plant tissue will dry out 
in the vicinity of salt. 

It’s notoriously difficult to grow 
trees and shrubs in the vicinity of 
a septic tank mound because of the 
accumulation of salts. They grow 
slowly, are of a smaller size, and 
wilt quickly when under stress. 
Leaf burn is common. It took me 
ages to figure out why bur oaks and 
Siberian crabapples languished 
and died near my septic mound, 
while sea buckthorn never even 
blinked and continued to sucker 
rampantly.

Applying too much fertilizer or 
irrigating with water with a high 
salt content also contributes to 
the accumulation of salts in soil. 
Chemical fertilizers are, after all, 
salts, and should be used in mod-
eration. If using well water, it pays 
to check its salinity before ap-
plying it to your garden. Adding 
manures with a high salt content 
should also be avoided.

If you have areas of saline soil, 
there is no “magic cure” or chemi-
cal that will make them better. It 

is difficult to remedy soils that are 
naturally high in salt. But there 
are some practices you can follow 
that will lessen their effect on your 
plants. 

Begin by growing plants that are 
salt tolerant. If they have the word 
“sea” in their common name, or 
maritima in their botanical name, 
that generally indicates that they 
are natives to areas close to the sea. 
And if you happen to be a plant liv-
ing on a cliff overlooking the North 
Sea or the Atlantic Ocean, chances 
are that you’re being continuously 
sprayed with salt water, and have 
developed a greater tolerance to 
salt than a member of the same 
genus further inland. Think of sea 
holly, sea lavender and sea thrift.

Vegetables with a fairly high 
tolerance to salt include beets, as-
paragus, kale and spinach. Among 
the trees and shrubs with salt tol-
erance are false indigo bush, bear-
berry, sagebrush, barberry, broom, 
smooth sumac, Ural false spirea, 
sea buckthorn, Siberian salt tree, 
silver buffaloberry, hawthorn, 
Russian olive, elms, and villosa 
lilac. Trees and shrubs with mod-
erate salt tolerance include Mani-
toba maple, caragana, wolfwillow, 
green ash, Tartarian honeysuckle, 
and chokecherry.

Leaching salts out by improv-
ing drainage is possible but often 
difficult and expensive and may 
involve the use of drain tiles. Not 
always an option! But preventing 
plants from drying out by keeping 
the soil moist is an option. Avoid 
frequent light waterings. Instead, 
irrigate deeply but infrequently. 
The object is to dissolve the salts 
and then leach them down into the 
soil profile, out of reach of plant 
roots.

Incorporate organic soil amend-
ments that are low in salt such as 
peat moss, compost, or grass clip-
pings. These materials act in the 
opposite manner of salts, help-
ing to increase the soil’s moisture 
holding ability. In effect, by in-
creasing the amount of water held 
by the soil, they are diluting the 
salt concentration within the soil.

This can be tricky. One needs 
to ensure adequate water is avail-
able, as the salts make it harder for 
plant roots to extract water. But 
too much water will prevent good 
soil aeration and increase the loss 
of nitrogen. 

Increasing the height of the 
planting beds also allows better 
drainage. In vegetable gardens 
this can be done through tradi-
tional raised beds. In flower and 
shrub borders, try “berming”, add-
ing additional soil (well amended 
with organic matter) to a height 
of one to two feet. Remember, 

adding height also increases the 
exposure of the soil and plants to 
wind and drying out, so monitor 
the soil moisture carefully and ir-
rigate when needed. Mulching the 
soil surface with an organic mulch 
reduces surface evaporation con-
siderably.

Sara Williams is the author and 
coauthor of many books includ-
ing Creating the Prairie Xeri-
scape, Gardening Naturally with 
Hugh Skinner and, with Bob Bors, 
the recently published Growing 
Fruit in Northern Gardens. She 
continues to give workshops on 
a wide range of gardening topics 
throughout the prairies.

This column is provided cour-
tesy of the Saskatchewan Peren-
nial Society (SPS; saskperennial@
hotmail.com). Check our website 
(www.saskperennial.ca) or Face-
book page (www.facebook.com/
saskperennial) for a list of upcom-
ing gardening events.

The Salt of the earth

Sea buckthorn is one of a handful of salt tolerant trees, bushes, and 
shrubs. Photo credit: Sara Williams
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Shellbrook Chronicle 
& Spiritwood Herald 

The 

Shellbrook Chronicle 
& Spiritwood Herald 

is proud to serve as your trusted local 
newspaper and advertiser!

Contact us at:
306-747-2442 or chads@sbchron.com

Is your community group or non-profit 
organization holding an event?

Take advantage of our 
COMMUNITY CALENDAR
With the purchase of a 2 column x 2 inch display ad, 

we will advertise your community event in our 
Community Calendar FREE for two weeks 

prior to the event!

$60 + GST - A savings of over 30%

Don’t miss out on letting your community 
and others know about your event!

Let your community know about 
the services you offer!

*All rates are subject to applicable taxes (5% GST)

2 x 2 (Bus. Card Size) $69.00

2 x 4 $138.00

1/8 Page $172.50

1/4 Page $350.00

1/2 Page $650.00

Full Page $950.00

Colour is an additional $90

We are also your local supplier for:
• Business Cards
• Rubber Stamps
• Posters
• Paper Supplies

• Photocopies
   - Full Colour & Black/White

• Brochures
• Invoices & Forms

• Envelopes
• Cheques
• Labels
• and More!

Have flyers you need to distribute? Give us a call!

$70 per 1,000 (Inquire about volume rates)
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