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Parkland U18 AA Elks top home tournament

The Parkland U18 AA Elks topped the ISA Eagles in the A Final of their tournament at the Richardson Pioneer Recreation Centre over the 
weekend, skating away as champions.

Fresh off a difficult regular season, 
the Parkland U18 AA Elks invited five 
teams from Saskatchewan and Alberta 
to Shellbrook for a three-day tourna-
ment at the Richardson Pioneer Rec-
reation Centre. Joining the Elks for the 
tournament were the Martensville Ma-
rauders, the Indigenous Sports Acad-
emy (ISA) Eagles, the Balgonie Prairie 
Storm, the Leduc Roughnecks, and the 
KC Colts.

Each team played three pool games, 
with their records from those games 
determining whether they’d play in the 
A, B, or C Finals.

The action kicked off Friday after-
noon, with the Elks opening the tour-
nament against the ISA Eagles.

Elks (5) vs Eagles (1)
The Eagles soared to an early lead in 

Friday’s tournament opener, scoring 
when the Elks failed to hold the offen-
sive zone. Sage Roberts found the top 

shelf with a sniper shot, taking an assist 
from Deegan Wapass on the play.

The Elks, playing like an entirely dif-
ferent team, recovered from this stum-
ble. After some back and forth action, 
the home team began to get the better 
of the scoring opportunities. With the 
help of a gritty forecheck, Kendon Ska-
licky found the back of the net on an as-
sist from Tylee Sylvestre to tie the game 
at 1-1.

Getting a successful four-minute pen-
alty kill under their belts to end the first 
period, the Elks headed into the second 
frame with momentum. They turned 
this momentum into a 2-1 lead when 
Anson Favel pounced on a turnover in 
the neutral zone and beat the Eagles’ 
goalie high on the blocker side.

Gifted with a powerplay late in the 
frame, the Elks didn’t squander it. Kyler 
Roy snuck a loose puck into the Eagles’ 
goal, taking assists from Jase Martin 

and Favel on the play.
The third period saw the Elks extend 

their lead, starting early with a harm-
less rush that ended in a textbook cross-
ice feed. Roy netted the goal, his second 
of the game, with helpers from Bronson 
Parker and Favel.

The Elks struck one more time before 
the final buzzer, when Corvan Stewart 
slipped a shot past a sprawling Eagles’ 
goalie to put the home team up 5-1. 
Cody Morash and Parker earned assists 
on the goal.

Elks (7) vs Roughnecks (2)
After suffering a tough 4-3 shootout 

loss to the Balgonie Prairie Storm on 
Saturday morning, the Elks closed out 
day two of the tournament with a show-
down against the Leduc Roughnecks. 
The Elks struggled out of the gate and 
played much of the first period on the 
defensive, only escaping the period 
down 1-0 due to solid goaltending from 

Shae Stewart.
The Elks found their skates in the sec-

ond period, knotting the game up early 
when Tylee Sylvestre tapped a puck past 
a sliding Leduc goalie. Kendon Skalicky 
and Bronson Parker earned assists on 
the goal.

The Elks pulled ahead on a powerplay, 
after Jase Martin found the top corner 
with a beautiful wrist shot from the 
slot. Parker earned the lone assist on 
the goal.

The goals kept coming fast and furi-
ous, with Corvan Stewart burying a re-
bound on an assist from Cody Morash, 
and Skalicky taking a long lead pass 
from Brendon Aug and blasting it home.

Then, the Elks struck again off an of-
fensive zone faceoff, with Corvan Stew-
art slipping a puck through the goalie’s 
five-hole. Ashton Tanchuk and Morash 
assisted on the play.

Continued on page 2
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Continued from 1
Rounding out the scoresheet, Martin 

pounced on another loose rebound and 
pushed the score to 6-1, earning assists for 
Anson Favel and Roy.

After taking a second period beating, the 
Roughnecks finally got on the board with a 
penalty shot in the third frame. The Elks re-
covered, tallying on a beautiful backhander 
from Skalicky to put the score at 7-2. Tavis 
Galloway and Sylvestre assisted on the play.

With the victory, the Elks ended pool play 
as the first place team, earning them a re-
match with the ISA Eagles (who topped the 
KC Colts and the Martensville Marauders in 
their other two games) in the A Final.

Elks (5) vs Eagles (4) OT
Having topped the Eagles 5-1 in their first 

tournament meeting, the Elks found them-
selves facing a different team in the A Final 
on Sunday afternoon. The Elks struggled out 
of the gate, but showed real grit on a full 5-on-3 pen-
alty kill, and another two minutes of 5-on-4 action. 

Thanks to some huge saves from Shae Stewart, the 
Elks escaped the period with the score deadlocked 
at 0-0. 

In a play that closely resembled the first goal from 
the teams’ first meeting, the Eagles broke the tie in 
the second period when the Elks failed to hold the 
offensive zone. Deegan Wapass scored the goal, un-
assisted.

After coming up short in the first, the Eagles made 
the most of their next powerplay opportunity, go-
ing up 2-0 when Konnor Watson tipped a puck over 
Stewart. Watson was unassisted on the play.

The Elks’ powerplay proved it could be just as much 
of a threat, tallying two goals to leave the teams tied 
at 2-2 going into the final 20 minutes of play. Tylee 
Sylvestre netted both goals, with Kaiden Couture and 
Jase Martin assisting on the first, and Jake Boettcher 
earning a helper on the second.

The game took a strange turn in the opening of the 
third period, when the Eagles reclaimed the lead on 
a goal where no one seemed to realize that the puck 
had gone in. Coen Bear received credit for the goal, 
with Kaiden Healy earning assist on the play.

The Elks struck back on the ensuing play, with Syl-
vestre earning a hat trick. But the Eagles retaliated 
seconds later, when Wapass tucked a rebound into a 
wide open Elks goal. Sage Roberts and Watson as-
sisted on the goal.

With time winding down, the Elks once again leaned 

on the powerplay, and it came through. Cor-
van Stewart took a setup from behind the 
Eagles’ goal and tapped the puck in, earning 
assists for Kyler Roy and Couture.

With the game knotted at 4-4, the Elks 
were given a number of powerplay opportu-
nities to end the game, but the reeling Eagles 
held on to force overtime.

Taking the leftover seconds of a powerplay 
into the five-minute extra frame, the Elks 
had all the momentum in the early going but 
failed to capitalize it.

Then, with just over 30 seconds left, Ken-
don Skalicky pounced on a loose rebound 
and redirected it into the goal to give the 
Elks the tournament win. Sylvestre provided 
the lone assist on the game winner.

While the Elks topped the A Final, the 
Martensville Marauders topped the KC Colts 
in the B Final, and the Leduc Roughnecks 
beat the Balgonie Prairie Storm in the C Fi-

nal.
In addition to the action on the ice, the tournament 

also included a pancake breakfast on Saturday, pre-
pared by the canteen staff from Arnie’s Grill with 
supplies and drinks donated by Shellbrook Bigway. 
There were also a number of raffle prizes and draws 
made throughout the weekend, all thanks to the sup-
port of a long list of local and area sponsors.
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Elks forward Cody Morash celebrates a goal in the team’s tourna-
ment-opening game against the ISA Eagles.

LEASK SPORTS 
CENTRE LTD.

Open HOuse, Free skate & 
annual General MeetinG

Thurs., Mar. 17, 2022
4:00 – 7:30 PM  |  AGM @ 6:30 PM

at the Sports Centre SEASONAL EMPLOYMENT 
OPPORTUNITY

The Rural Municipality of Leask No. 464 is accepting 
applications for a full time seasonal maintenance position.
Qualifications:

• Class 3A License
• Be capable of accepting instruction and working with 

minimal supervision
• Heavy equipment experience is an asset

Duties include:
• To keep records of daily work performed in the manner 

prescribed by the R.M. administration
• To perform assigned work which may include: fencing; 

shop, machinery & yard maintenance; traffic sign placement 
& repair; cleaning and repairing of culverts and/or bridges.

Hours of work: Monday to Friday 8am–6pm, some weekend 
and evening work may be required
Rate of pay: as per union agreement
Anticipated Start Date: May 2, 2022
The R.M. wishes to thank all who apply, however, only those 
individuals to be interviewed will be contacted.
Please submit resume by April 6, 2022, stating work experience 
and references to:
rmleask.464@sasktel.net 
306-466-2091 (fax)
Rural Municipality of Leask No. 464
Box 190
Leask, SK S0J 1M0

TOWN OF SHELLBROOK
NOTICE

ASSESSMENT ROLL
Notice is hereby given that the assessment roll for 
the Town of Shellbrook for the year of 2022 has been 
prepared and is open to inspection in the office of the 
Assessor from 8:30am to 4pm, Monday to Friday from 
March 3rd, 2022 to April 1st, 2022.
A bylaw pursuant to section 214 of the Municipalities 
Act has been passed and the assessment notices have 
been sent as required.
Any person who wishes to appeal against his or her 
assessment is required to file his or her notice of 
appeal with: The Assessor, Town of Shellbrook, Box 40, 
Shellbrook, SK., S0J 2E0 by 4pm on the 1st day of April, 
2022.
Dated this 3rd day of March, 2022.
Kelly Hoare, Assessor

MARTINS LAKE REGIONAL PARK
HELP WANTED/REQUEST FOR TENDERS

Martins Lake Regional Park is accepting resumes/tenders for the 2022 
camping season for the following positions:

1. GOLF CLUBHOUSE RESTAURANT: Seeking Cook/Manager, being 
a full-time position, for fully equipped kitchen and restaurant 
facility. May – September. Must be certified food handler. Will be 
responsible for the staffing and operations of the restaurant and golf 
course.

2. BEACH CONCESSION: Leased operator. June – September. Must be 
certified food handler.

3. PARK MAINTENANCE: 3 positions open – Full time hours. May 
– September. General park maintenance for campground and 
golf course including grass cutting, tree trimming, equipment 
maintenance, janitorial upkeep of washrooms/shower room, 
painting, beach maintenance, maintaining water system, testing 
water and other duties

4. PARK ENTRY/CLUBHOUSE PERSONNEL: For gate, must be 16 
or older with valid driver’s license. Duties include greeting visitors, 
collecting fees, assigning campsites with computerized reservation 
system, etc. For Clubhouse must be 19 years of age and provide 
service to the restaurant and golf sales.

For more information call Rick at 306-321-5824 or Christie at 306-221-
4457. Email tenders or resumes to martinslake@sasktel.net by March 30, 
2022. (Lowest or any tender not necessarily accepted.)

Elks forward Kendon Skalicky tips a backhand 
shot past the outstretched pads of Leduc Rough-
necks goalie Kael Moberg.

Elks goalie Shae Stewart did everything but stand 
on his head in the A Final, turning away every shot 
he faced from the ISA Eagles in the first period.

The Martensville Marauders emerged from the 
tournament as the B Final champions, after top-
ping the KC Colts.

The Leduc Roughnecks took the trophy in the C Fi-
nal, beating out the Balgonie Prairie Storm.



The Northern Spirit 4H club host-
ed the District 33 4H Public Speaking 
Competition on Feb. 27 from 1 p.m. to 4 
p.m. in the Spiritwood Pioneer Centre.

About 19 members participated 
during the event, coming from the Big 
River 4H Multiple Club, the Canwood 
4H Beef Club, the Canwood Light Horse 
4H Club, and the Northern Spirit 4H 
club with four age categories in place. 
Those four categories were classified 
as Cloverbud, Junior, Intermediate and 
Senior.

The members who participated prior 
to the event had gone through their own 
club speeches and placed in the top two 
in each category to make it through the 
District competition.

The event started with a welcoming 
and introduction by Shawna Smith, one 
of the members of Northern Spirit 4H 

Club. They were pleased to be accom-
panied by Kalynne Martin, their North 
West Regional 4H Specialist who has 
been with them on the whole 4H public 
speaking journey. 

Afterwards, each participant took 
turns delivering their speech aloud to 
the people in attendance, as well as the 
eight judges. The judges were Megan 
Allard, Shelley Allard, Tracy Beaulieu, 
Verna Friesen, Bailie Hummel, Sonja 
Nielsen, Ginelle Olson, Alison Sullivan, 
and Barb Szasz. 

The judges said that it was an honour 
to listen and judge all the participants, 
but they made a very tough decision 
in the end as everyone’s speeches were 
wonderful.

In the Cloverbud contest, Rowdy 
Blanchard from the Canwood 4H Beef 
Club won first place. Two contestants 
from Northern Spirit 4H Club were able 
to claim the remaining spots in the top 
three, namely Ray-Elle Sanders, who 

placed second, and Phoenix Walter, who 
was able to win third place.

In the Junior category, Reiss Pod-
hordeski from the Canwood Light Horse 
4H Club claimed the first spot, while 
Coleby Rose and Mackenzie Walter of 
the Northern Spirit 4H Club finished in 
second and third place, respectively.

Looking to the Intermediate placing, 
Harley Taylor from the Canwood 4H 
Beef Club won first place, with the sec-
ond and third spots once again being 
claimed by members from the Northern 
Spirit 4H Club. Payton Smith finished 
second and Dalton Sanders came in 
third.

Finally, in the Senior contest, Zoe Mc-
Lean from the Big River 4H Multiple 
Club won first place.

The kids who were able to place first in 
each grouping will be moving on to the 
Regional 4H Public Speaking in Major, 
Sask., which will be held on March 26, 
2022.

The Northern Spirit 4H Club, which 
organized the current event, says it is 
grateful to the judges and attendees for 
taking time out of their busy schedules 
to attend and judge their public speak-
ing event.

4H Saskatchewan is a youth em-
powering organization that promotes 
community involvement through men-
torship, as demonstrated by its motto 
“Learn To Do By Doing,” and supports 
nearly 3,000 youth in 175 communi-
ty-based clubs led by 900 volunteers 
across the province.
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4H speech competition held in Spiritwood

Dalton Sanders of the Northern Spir-
it 4H Club finished third in the Inter-
mediate competition at the District 
33 4H Public Speaking Competition 
in Spiritwood.

PUBLIC NOTICE
Rural Municipality of Big River No. 555

Public Notice is hereby given that the Council of the RM of Big River No. 555 intends to adopt a 
bylaw pursuant to Section 207 of the Planning and Development Act, 2007 to amend Bylaw No. 
1/19 known as the Zoning Bylaw.
INTENT

1. To amend zoning district map by rezoning from A – Agriculture District to LR1 – Low Density 
Lakeshore Residential District the land described as LSD 1 36-57-09 W3 Ext 16, LSD 2 36-
57-09 W3 Ext 19, SE LSD 2 36-57-09 W3 Ext 20, listed below as Map 1.

2. To amend zoning district map by rezoning from A – Agriculture District to LR1 (Hold) – Low 
Density Lakeshore Residential District (Hold) the land described as Blk A, Plan 101814825 
Ext 21 in SW 36-57-09 W3, LSD 7 36-57-09 W3 Ext 17 and LSD 8 36-57-09 W3 Ext 18, 
listed below as Map 2.

AFFECTED LANDS
South 1/2 26-56-07 W3, in the RM of Big River No. 555 shown within the bold line on the following 
maps. 

REASON
The reason for the amendment is to accommodate residential uses.
PUBLIC INSPECTION
Any person may inspect the bylaw at the RM Office on any judicial day between the hours of 8:30 
a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 
PUBLIC HEARING
Council will hold a public hearing on March 21st, 2022 in the Big River Community Centre at 606 
First Street North, Big River, SK at 10:45 am. Council will also consider written comments received 
at the hearing or delivered to the undersigned at the municipal office before the hearing.
Issued at Big River this 24th day of February, 2022.
Michael Yuzik
Rural Municipal Administrator

Map 1 Map 2

22031BS0

Ray-Elle Sanders of the Northern 
Spirit 4H Club finished second in the 
Cloverbud competition at the Dis-
trict 33 4H Public Speaking Compe-
tition in Spiritwood.

News Media Canada

Médias d’Info Canada

What happens when you don’t advertise?

Very little.

What happens when you 
don’t advertise?

Very little.



Some days, it’s hard not to feel 
like Premier Scott Moe is audi-
tioning to be the next leader of 
the federal Conservative Party. 
Given the combativeness with 
which he approaches Prime 
Minister Justin Trudeau’s fed-
eral Liberal government, he’d 
surely be a shoe-in for the job.

Since stepping into the shoes 
of his predecessor, Brad Wall, 
Mr. Moe has become the most 
outspoken premier in the nation 
where federal matters are con-
cerned. And more often than 
not, when Mr. Trudeau’s govern-
ment introduces a policy, you can bet your 
bottom dollar Mr. Moe will voice some op-
position to it (sometimes rightly so, other 
times not so much).

For instance, Mr. Moe was right to ques-
tion the federal carbon tax when it was first 
introduced. Challenging it all the way to 
the Supreme Court, while a waste of tax-
payer dollars in the end, also made sense to 
some extent. But after the Supreme Court 
ruled in Ottawa’s favour, he should have let 
it go and sought a more collaborative path 
forward on climate policy.

Instead, it’s as if Mr. Moe has latched on 
to this, and every other perceived slight 
from Mr. Trudeau, becoming day by day 
the chief opposition to his government un-
der the guise of “Standing up for Saskatch-
ewan.”

When the “Freedom Convoy” protest 
rolled into Ottawa, Mr. Moe’s voice was 
again among the loudest to support the 
protesters in their call to end the federal 
vaccine passport mandate for truckers. 
He wasn’t wrong here, as the policy makes 
no sense when we’re two years into a pan-
demic in which truckers have continued to 
cross borders seemingly without issue.

However, when the protest turned into 
an occupation of the nation’s capital and 
border blockades, threatening the very 
economy Mr. Moe accused the federal vac-
cine mandate of harming, his response was 
fairly tepid – especially compared to how 
vehemently he opposed the Wet’suwet’en 
blockade of the Coastal GasLink pipeline.

When Mr. Trudeau invoked the Emer-
gencies Act for the first time in Canadian 
history, Mr. Moe was there again to oppose 
it. And as of last week, his government was 
even considering legal action against Otta-

wa, promising to waste yet more 
taxpayer dollars on a lawsuit 
that will go nowhere.

Since the occupation and 
blockades have been cleared 
out, leading Mr. Trudeau to re-
voke the Act, Mr. Moe hasn’t re-
lented. Now, taking up the war 
cry of the occupiers and border 
blockaders, he’s calling for Mr. 
Trudeau’s government to end all 
federal mandates and detail a 
plan to return to normal for all 
Canadians.

Lost, or conveniently forgot-
ten, amidst the noise he’s mak-

ing in Ottawa’s direction, is the state of the 
province Mr. Moe was actually elected to 
represent.

Though Mr. Moe has said repeatedly that 
the Omicron variant of COVID-19 is less 
deadly than other strains, February was 
the fourth deadliest month of the pandem-
ic in Saskatchewan (and this only factors in 
the 99 deaths as of Feb. 19, thanks to Mr. 
Moe’s decision to scrap daily reporting).

With how busy he’s been meddling in 
federal affairs, all Mr. Moe had to say about 
the increasing fatality rate was that it was 
“certainly concerning.” He then down-
played the deaths by pointing to slowly 
declining hospitalizations, and repeating 
calls for Saskatchewan residents not to 
judge each other based on their personal 
health decisions.

As Saskatchewan’s last remaining public 
health mandates expired on Monday, but 
the province’s emergency order was ex-
tended to allow healthcare personal to be 
shuffled around as needed, Mr. Moe also 
had little to say about the stress the prov-
ince’s healthcare system is under.

Just last week, Yorkton Regional Health 
Centre said it couldn’t perform emergent 
C-sections until at least March 1 due to 
disruptions to anaesthesia services. Mean-
while, the Leader and District Health Cen-
tre was reporting disruptions to emergency 
services, Kamsack Hospital was expect-
ing to not be able to offer X-ray services 
through March, and an untold number of 
surgeries are being delayed as workers are 
redirected to meet demands.

This is the post-COVID “normal” in Sas-
katchewan. Don’t tell Mr. Moe, though. You 
wouldn’t want to distract him from anoth-
er argument with the feds.
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Moe ignores his job to 
bicker with Ottawa
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Member of 

Jordan

Twiss

~
News Editor

Your Two CenTs~

Dear editor,
In the Feb. 3 issue of the 

Shellbrook Chronicle, MLA 
Nadine Wilson reports hav-
ing attended a “Freedom 
Rally” in Regina. She says 
the sang “O Canada” God 
keep our land glorious and 
free!

I wonder if the thousands 
of homeless refugees in the 
world today will have sec-
ond thoughts about risking 
their lives to come to Cana-
da. What the protesters, and 
especially democratically 
elected leaders like Ms. Wil-
son and our MP Rosemarie 
Falk (posing with protest-
ers) need to understand is 
that freedom is not divisi-
ble. We can’t claim it for our-
selves and deny it to anyone 

else who comes in our way, 
as the protesters in Ottawa 
and other places were doing.

We hear the expression 
“my body, what I do with 
it is my business.” Wrong! 
What I do with my body, 
what I say (or write) will af-
fect somebody (unless I live 
somewhere on a remote is-
land).

Instead of protesting, why 
not be thankful to God for 
our Canada, the wonderful 
healthcare we have and es-
pecially that God has bless-
ed us with scientists, doc-
tors, and researchers who 
have discovered vaccines in 
the past that have saved mil-
lions of lives.

Can we honestly say we 
are wiser than they?

For the past two years 
now, our Prime Minister, 
our Premiers, Health Minis-
ters, and Disease Specialists 
have been advising (almost 
begging) people to get vac-
cinated. Though there may 
be some reasons why a per-
son should be exempt, I am 
convinced that if everyone 
had listened to good, sound 
advice, lives and loss of jobs 
and “freedom” could have 
been prevented.

We also need to be thank-
ful that the police and au-
thorities were able to avoid 
violence and bloodshed. 
Though we heard the or-
ganizers of the claim that 
they planned to be peaceful, 
seeing some of the profane 
signs and even Trump flags 
tells me that there were peo-
ple there who could have 
started a Washington-style 
insurrection.

Cornie Martens,
Rabbit Lake SK

“Freedom Rally” a 
display of hypocrisy



By Franco Terrazzano
CTF Federal Director

Politicians and government decision makers are 
financially divorced from the Canadians they’re sup-
posed to represent. And it shows. From higher taxes 
to revolving lockdowns, government decisions during 
the pandemic have been full of pain. But that pain 
hasn’t been felt by those pulling the levers. 

Quite the opposite. 
While millions of their constituents struggled, 

members of Parliament gave themselves two pay 
raises. Their third pandemic pay raise is scheduled 
for April 1. After this raise, the Canadian Taxpayers 
Federation estimates that a backbench MP’s annual 
salary will be $189,702 while Prime Minister Justin 
Trudeau will take home $379,404. That means their 
pandemic pay raises will range from $10,802 to an 
extra $21,604. 

It’s the same story for government bureaucrats. 
There were 528,347 government employees that re-
ceived at least one raise while governments were busy 
locking down. Not a single federal or provincial gov-

ernment bureaucrat took a pay cut during the pan-
demic, according to research from Secondstreet.org.

Federal Finance Minister Chrystia Freeland claims 
Canada has “more than recovered lost jobs” during 
the pandemic. But whose jobs have been recovered?

There are now 305,200 more government jobs 
across Canada than there were pre-pandemic, but 
272,800 fewer jobs outside of government. 

Then there’s the three-decades-high inflation. 
The Bank of Canada printed about $370 billion 

during the pandemic. And the more dollars the cen-
tral bank prints, the less the dollars in your chequing 
or retirement account buys.

The Bank of Canada’s primary job is to limit infla-
tion. Tiff Macklem is the governor of the Bank of Can-
ada and he gets paid between $463,100 and $544,800 
per year. Has Macklem felt any pain or been held ac-
countable in any way while the Bank of Canada hasn’t 
kept a lid on inflation?

The federal carbon, payroll and alcohol tax hikes 
during the pandemic have also been driving up the 
cost of living. Politicians are talking about a second 

carbon tax buried in fuel regulations, luxury taxes, 
wealth taxes and higher taxes on businesses.

Are political leaders really feeling the pinch of their 
tax hikes when their pay goes up every year, and when 
taxpayers pay for their car allowance and fly them all 
over the world? 

The carbon tax is set to reach nearly 40 cents per 
litre of gas by 2030. When that happens, it’s expected 
to cost 184,000 jobs. Trudeau’s second carbon tax is 
expected to lead to 30,000 fewer jobs. How many of 
those job losses will occur on Parliament Hill?

The raft of new taxes means a raft of new bureau-
crats to administer those taxes. 

Take the second carbon tax, for example. Taxpay-
ers will need to pay an extra $85 million to fuel the 
bureaucracy administering this regulatory quagmire. 
Basically, Canadians will have the pleasure of paying 
higher taxes so more federal paper-pushers can in-
crease our fuel prices and force our neighbours out 
of a job.

It’s crystal clear that the people calling the shots are 
shielded from the impacts of their decisions. And it’s 
starting to look like the politicians and bureaucrats 
that are supposed to be serving the people are public 
servants in name only. 

There’s no silver bullet to reverse this trend. But 
it must start with making sure politicians and bu-
reaucrats aren’t financially detached from the people 
they’re supposed to work for. MPs could at least take a 
pass on their third pandemic pay raise in April.
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Government shielded from the pain it causes

In response to the ongoing, un-
provoked attack in Ukraine, the 
Government of Saskatchewan con-
tinues to work with ministries, 
crowns and agencies, as well as 
with partners in the Saskatchewan 
Ukrainian community to offer sup-
ports.

In recent days, the province has 
offered the following supports:

• Donating $100,000 to sup-
port humanitarian efforts in 
Ukraine;

• Providing administrative 
support to the Saskatche-
wan-Ukraine Relations Ad-
visory Committee (SURAC) 
through the government liaison 
and intergovernmental affairs;

• Waiving long distance and text 
message charges from Canada 
to Ukraine for Sasktel custom-
ers, and roaming charges for 
those in Ukraine;

• Prioritizing applications from 
Ukraine for the Saskatchewan 
Immigrant Nominee 
Program;

• Communicating with 
the federal govern-
ment regarding Sas-
katchewan’s ability 
and willingness to 
accept refugees;

• Working with 
post-secondary insti-
tutions to determine 
the impact on inter-
national students 
and potential sup-
ports;

• Raising Ukraine’s 
flag, which will con-
tinue to fly indefinite-
ly outside the Legis-
lative Building; and

• Effective immedi-
ately, Saskatchewan 
Liquor and Gaming 
Authority will del-
ist Russian products 

from its distribution centre and 
retail stores. Private retailers 
are encouraged to do the same. 

Russia should be met with severe 
and immediate trade sanctions and 
the Government of Saskatchewan 
supports the sanctions imposed by 
the federal government and other 
nations across the world.  The gov-
ernment also continues to call for 
the immediate end to the importa-
tion of Russian oil and natural gas. 

For any Saskatchewan individuals 
who may be out of the country, the 
following resources from the Gov-
ernment of Canada should be used: 

• Canadians in need of emer-
gency consular assistance can 
contact the embassy by email at 
KYIV-Consular@international.
gc.ca  

• At any time, Canadians can also 
contact Global Affairs Canada’s 
24/7 Emergency Watch and Re-
sponse Centre by phone at +1 
613-996-8885 by email at sos@

international.gc.ca or by SMS 
at +1 613-686-3658.

As well, the Government of Can-
ada is encouraging people to sign 
up for the Registration of Canadi-
ans Abroad, so that critical infor-
mation and updates can be directly 
communicated to those individuals. 
Individuals can register at https://
travel.gc.ca/travelling/registra-
tion.

Donations from the public in sup-
port of humanitarian efforts can be 
made to the Ukrainian Canadian 
Congress at https://www.cufoun-
dation.ca/donate/ or through the 
Canadian Red Cross in which the 
Government of Canada will match 
donations made between February 
24, 2022, and March 18, 2022, up to 
a maximum of $10 million.

Ukrainian culture and traditions 
are deeply embedded in Saskatch-
ewan, as approximately 15 per cent 
of our province’s residents trace all 
or part of their ancestry to Ukraine.

ViewpointViewpoint

RM OF SHELLBROOK NO. 493
RM MAINTENANCE SHOP JANITORIAL
The Rural Municipality of Shellbrook No. 493 is 
currently looking for a Janitorial Contractor to clean 
the RM Shop located at 702 2nd Avenue East in 
Shellbrook, Sk. Cleaning will be done once a week 
and include washroom, lunchroom, boardroom and 
cleaning products are supplied. 
Tenders will be accepted until March 15, 2022. To 
view please contact Administrator Duane Storey 
@ 306-747-2158. Tenders can be dropped off at 
the Municipal Office, 71 Main Street, Shellbrook or 
e-mailed to admin.493@sasktel.net.

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY

Sask. continues efforts to support Ukraine



By Bevra Fee
The Spiritwood Area 

Recreation Culture & 
Sport (SARCS) committee 
has been hosting bingo 
at the Rec Centre for sev-
eral years, but last Tues-
day’s turnout was a record 
crowd. Nearly 50 players of 
all levels, from pro to nov-
ice, turned out on a chilly 
-30ºC evening to enjoy 
being together and having 
fun with an entertaining 
pastime.  

When quizzed about 

the reasons behind the in-
creased popularity of this 
month’s bingo, Events and 
Rec Co-ordinator Kaeli 
Cross speculated that it 
was a possible combination 
of the ending of COVID 
vaccine passports, along 
with increased advertising 
and timing. 

“I know a handful of peo-
ple attended because the 
vaccine mandate ended, 
but another big factor is 
that we are on the February 
break,” she said.

The volunteer caller 
for the evening was Lou-
is Marion, who kept the 
games on schedule and the 
players on track with the 
typical Lucky 7, Speedo, 
and Wildcard games in the 
mix.

Hosting bingo in the Rec 
Centre’s Mezzanine al-
lowed for more enjoyment 
with a licensed venue, as 
well as confectionery food 
service. Meanwhile, in the 
nearby alcove furnished 
by the Spiritwood Curling 
Club, kids were able to en-
joy the comforts of home 
while watching a movie 
as parents were occupied 
nearby.  

Intermission during the 
games offered a special 
treat, with dessert being 
donated by Spiritwood 

Pharmacy. Everyone en-
joyed free apple crisp be-
fore gearing up for the final 
push for prize money. 

Bingo is hosted by SARCS 
once each month, with the 
next one scheduled for the 
Ides of March (March 15).
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Bingo a popular SARCS event

Isabel Horn enjoying dessert at 
SARCS’ bingo on Feb. 15.

Hon. Scott Moe, Premier
MLA for Rosthern-Shellbrook

scottmoe.mla@sasktel.net

Hon. Jeremy Harrison
MLA for Meadow Lake

jharrisonmla@sasktel.net

Crop Insurance Deadline March 31st, 2022
Producers can continue to rely on the support, coverage and flexibility of the Crop 
Insurance Program now and in the future. March 31, 2022, is the deadline to apply, 
reinstate or cancel any Crop Insurance contract. Producers must select insured crops 
and coverage levels or make additional changes by this date.

For more information, contact a local SCIC office, call 1-888-935-0000 or visit scic.ca.

CONGRATULATIONS

Barb Kowerchuk

Winner of the $500 Gift Card of Your Choice 
draw from Tru Stage – Purple Shield 

and Beau “Lac” Funeral Home.
Barb selected Spiritwood Home Building Centre 

in support of local business. 
Congrats Barb and thank you to all who entered!

Louis Marion calls bingo.

Bingo players, left to right: Rylee Romulus, Kelly 
Swan, and Rachelle Beauchesne.

Silvertips split semi-final games in Rosthern
The Shellbrook Silvertips hit 

the road for games one and two of 
their Twin Rivers Hockey League 
semi-final match-up with the Ros-
thern Wheatkings over the past 
week.

The Wheatkings have been a for-
midable foe for the Tips through-
out the 2021-2022 season. When 
the teams met in Shellbrook in 
December, the Tips came out on 
the wrong side of a 6-5 decision. In 
the teams’ second meeting in Ros-
thern, the Wheatkings claimed a 
more decisive 7-4 victory.

Seeking redemption for the reg-
ular season losses, the Tips skated 
away with a loss and a win, leaving 
the best-of-five series tied at 1-1 as 
the action returns to Shellbrook 
for games three and four.

Tips (2) vs Kings (4)
Kicking off the Twin Rivers 

Hockey League semi-finals in 
Rosthern on Wednesday night, 
the Silvertips started the game 
right, taking an early lead on a 
goal from Easton Neufeldt, assist-
ed by Dylan Smith and Evan Wil-
liams.

The Wheatkings had an answer 
late in the frame, when Matt Hil-
debrandt struck on assists from 
Brett Blatz and Nathan Gardipy.

In a game that was hard-
ly a shooter’s gallery (the Tips 
fired just 26 shots on goal to the 
Wheatkings’ 29), the second pe-
riod brought the same number of 
goals, albeit in the opposite order.

Rosthern went up 2-1 on a goal 
from Tyler Olsen, assisted by 
Justice Gardypie and Blatz. Just 
a couple minutes later, Braidon 
Turner retaliated for the Tips, 
with assists from Gage Helm and 
Smith. 

Starting the third period with 
the remainder of a powerplay, the 
Wheatkings didn’t waste the man 
advantage, as Blatz found the back 
of the net with helpers from Jere-
my Margeson and Jakob Tournier.

Try as they might, the Tips were 
unable to rally, eventually surren-
dering another goal to the Wheat-
kings with less than six minutes to 
play. Airik Price tallied, with as-
sists from Ryley Hawkswood and 
Margeson.

Tips (8) vs Kings (4)
With a few days off to recalibrate 

and put together a new strategy, 
the Silvertips headed back to Ros-
thern Saturday night and came 
out playing like a team possessed.

Dylan Smith started the scor-
ing early, taking assists from Jody 
Blais and Daryl Blais, and Gage 
Helm put the Tips up 2-0 with 
helpers from Mathew Kutnikoff 
and Smith.

Smith struck again near the 
midway point of the frame, thanks 
to an assist from Brendon Beau-
lac, but the Wheatkings showed 
they weren’t out of it just yet when 
Jordan Swenson netted himself 
an unassisted goal.

In a second period that closely 

mirrored the first, the Tips tallied 
another three goals while keeping 
the Wheatkings off the board to 
take a commanding 6-1 lead of the 
game. Jody Blais struck first, on 
assists from Daryl Blais and Dal-
las Galloway, then Daryl Blais and 
Galloway combined on another 
goal just two minutes later.

Rounding out the scoresheet, 
Helm netted his second of the 
game on an assist from Beaulac.

Down but not entirely out, the 
Wheatkings attempted to start a 
rally with a powerplay goal in the 
early going of the third period. 
Matt Pilon netted the goal, with 
assists from Airik Price and Sw-
enson.

The Silvertips were quick to shut 
this down, as Beaulac connected 
with Dorin Canaday and Helm to 
push the score to 7-2, and Parker 
Turner tallied on assists from Na-
thaniel Martin and Smith to set 
the score at 8-2.

Penalty troubles dogged the Tips 
in the last four minutes of play, al-
lowing Rosthern to tally twice and 
close the gap. Jordan Greyeyes 
netted the first marker, with as-
sists from Brett Blatz and Jeremy 
Margeson. Blatz scored the sec-
ond, earning assists for Pilon and 
Greyeyes.

Game three of the series was 
slated to be played in Shellbrook 
on Wednesday night. Game four, 
meanwhile, is scheduled for Sun-
day, March 6 at 6 p.m.



The other day a press 
release popped up in the 
email amid the dozens 
daily which caught my 
eye. 

Marie-Claude Bibeau, 
the Federal Minister of 
Agriculture and Agri-
Food, had announced an 
investment of $495,000 
for the Canadian Centre 
for Swine Improvement 
(CCSI) to enable stake-
holders to work together 
to increase innovation 
and resiliency in Cana-
da’s sheep and goat in-
dustries. 

That release was fol-
lowed closely by another 
where Bibeau announced 
an investment of nearly 
$150,000 for the Canadi-
an Wool Council to help 

build a more sustainable 
wool industry in Canada 
and spread awareness of 
the beneficial qualities of 
Canadian wool. 

It wasn’t the actual dol-
lar amount that drew my 
attention — even at near 
$650,000, the invest-
ment is hardly massive 
in today’s world — but 
rather that the sheep and 
goat sector is garnering 
even modest attention 
in terms of government 
funding. 

The sheep industry, 
in particular, has long 
been looked at by some 
as a farm sector with 
untapped potential in 
this country. When I say 
‘long’ it is a reference to 
decades not years, dat-

ing back to when I was 
still on a farm with a few 
sheep which never made 
us much money but were 
tasty to eat (the lambs at 
least). 

However, eating lamb 
is not exactly ingrained 
in most Canadians, and 
for those wanting to put 
lamb on the supper ta-
ble, finding domestically 

raised product was often 
a sporadic thing with the 
source of a lot of super-
market lamb being New 
Zealand. 

It has long been a case 
of trying to build a year-
round production sys-
tem to potentially grow 
the market for domestic 
lamb which has always 
been easier said than ac-
complished.  

On the production side, 
you need year-round 
lambing, which is not so 
easily attained or man-
aged, and then you need 
processing capacity. 

When it comes to pro-
cessing, we learned 
during the BSE crisis 
that much of that capac-
ity had been lost to the 

United States, leaving 
Canada in a bind at the 
time to process beef, and 
beef is a far larger sector 
than sheep and goats. 

Certainly, the mar-
ket today is likely more 
buoyant based on recent 
immigration from coun-
tries where lamb and 
goat are more often on 
the menu. But the same 
general challenges would 
seem to remain as de-
cades ago. 

The same can be said 
for the wool sector. 

The press release 
noted, “environmen-
tal awareness has led 
consumers to be more 
particular about where 
they shop and what they 
buy, creating new op-

portunities for natural, 
sustainable and durable 
products. Developing 
Canada’s wool industry 
will provide consumers 
at home and in interna-
tional markets with a 
greater variety of sus-
tainably produced prod-
ucts.” 

That may be said, but 
Canadian sheep produc-
ers have generally raised 
breeds for meat, not 
wool, and that has creat-
ed challenges for where 
to market the wool at a 
reasonable return. 

The new federal dol-
lars have a lot of hurdles 
to squash for the sheep 
and goat sector to take 
the steps many have long 
thought it could.
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Sheep, goat investments a positive step forward

AgricultureAgriculture

National Farmers Union President 
Katie Ward has reiterated the organi-
zation’s call for an investigation into 
fertilizer pricing in her Feb. 17 presen-
tation to the House of Commons Agri-
culture Committee’s study on supply 
chain issues. 

She said “Fertilizer companies 
charging exorbitant prices blame sup-
ply chain issues, yet these same com-
panies are making huge windfall prof-
its. The NFU has asked this Committee 
to investigate all the factors behind 
fertilizer prices, and we hope you will 
announce such a study very soon.”

The recent publication of 4th quarter 
and year end results show that fertil-
izer company margins, profits, and 

earnings are extraordinary. The com-
panies themselves highlight huge net 
returns. Nutrien, Canada’s largest fer-
tilizer producer, notes “record financial 
results” and reports fourth quarter net 
earnings nearly four times higher than 
a year ago. CF Industries, the second 
largest producer, reports fourth quar-
ter net earnings nearly eight times 
higher than a year ago. Yara Interna-
tional, also with significant Canadian 
production capacity, reports that for its 
operations in the Americas, “EBITDA 
[Earnings before interest, taxes, de-
preciation and amortization] excluding 
special items was 160% higher than 
a year earlier, as increased nitrogen 
prices more than offset higher energy 

costs...” [emphasis added]. In many 
cases, the companies posted these 
higher net returns on lower production 
and sales volumes. 

“The unparalleled profitability that 
Canadian fertilizer suppliers are real-
izing at the moment is disturbing by 
any measure of comparison,” contin-
ued Don Ciparis, President of National 
Farmers Union—Ontario. “Canadian 
farmers are trying to cope with huge 
levels of farm debt while interest rates 
start to go up, and yet fertilizer compa-
nies are able to profiteer because there 
is next to no competition within this 
supply chain. It is all too easy for com-
panies to re-name their profiteering as 
“inflation”, but it is precisely this kind 

of profiteering that fuels inflation.” 
“Everybody experiences supply chain 

problems from time to time. But when 
farmers encounter supply chain prob-
lems, either upstream or downstream, 
our profits go down—not up. The lack 
of competition within the fertilizer 
supply sector means that these compa-
nies can charge whatever they choose 
with no fear of being undercut by the 
competition. Profiteering is the result, 
and Canadian taxpayers — through 
the risk management programs — are 
shouldering part of the burden” said 
Doug Scott, NFU Board member from 
Alberta.

The NFU has renewed its request to 
the Ag Committee.

NFU seeks fertilizer pricing inquiry

Calvin

Daniels

~

Calvin 
Daniels

On Agriculture

FEEDER FINANCE PROGRAM AVAILABLE - Please contact Glen 

To consign cattle or 
for on-farm appraisals 
please contact Brent, 

Glen, Boyd or Frederick

PRINCE ALBERT LIVESTOCK SALES

Fri., Mar. 11, 2022
Bred Cow, Heifer & Pair Sale 

feat. Artesian Angus 1:00 p.m.
Mon., Mar. 14, 2022

Regular Sale 8:30 a.m., Presort Sale 11:00 a.m. 
Producers wishing to market cattle prior 

to sale day please contact the 
office 306-763-8463 for delivery.

Your independently owned & operated livestock marketing 
facility - working with the producers’ best interest in mindteam

www.teamauctionsales.com

the electronic auction market

 Brent 306-240-5340 • Glen 306-960-4732 • Boyd 306-841-7998 • Frederick 306-227-9505  
 Office 306-763-8463 ~ Fax 306-763-4620  

For market info visit: www.northernlivestocksales.ca 

A division of Northern Livestock Sales

Fri., Mar. 4, 2022
Bred Cow & Heifer Sale 1:00 p.m.

Wed., Mar. 9, 2022
Regular Sale 9:00 a.m.

Presorted Internet Calf Sale 12:00 p.m.
Producers wishing to market cattle prior to sale day 
please contact the office 306-236-3411 for delivery.

FEEDER FINANCE PROGRAM AVAILABLE - Please contact Brent 

To consign cattle or 
for on-farm appraisals 

please contact 
Brent, Blair or Brody

MEADOW LAKE LIVESTOCK SALES LTD.

Your independently owned & operated livestock marketing 
facility - working with the producers’ best interest in mindteam

www.teamauctionsales.com

the electronic auction market

 Brent 306-240-5340 • Blair 306-240-9883 • Brody 306-240-6504  
 Office 306-236-3411 ~ Fax 306-236-3412  

Email: mlstockyards@sasktel.net ~  market info visit: www.mlstockyards.com 



WP Sandin High School’s mixed curling team, consisting of (l. to r.) Carson 
Ledding, Jake Boettcher, Payton Keyowski, Marcail Philp and alternate Lane 
Keyowski (not pictured), won the District Playoffs in Prince Albert on Feb. 
11. They will be competing as district winners and host team in Shellbrook 
on March 4 and 5.  

In appreciation 
for the donation of a 
much-needed dehumidi-
fier for Canwood’s Wapi-
ti Library Branch in our 
newest downstairs lo-
cation, plus a “tabletop” 
Frigidaire, Canwood’s 
Library Board had Can-
wood’s Royal Purple 
Elks’ name engraved on 
our Public Library Do-
nors’ plaque.

We also engraved on 
our library’s Donors’ 
plaque a recognition 
of Canwood’s Affinity 
Credit Union Branch for 
their generous monetary 
donation. It will help 
with purchasing more 
books, additional shelv-
ing, and items for our 
Friday After School Kids 
Club gatherings.

Dannie Wreford, del-
egate from the North 
West District Council 
and past director from 
1994 to 2020, also gave 
a personal monetary do-
nation to our Canwood 
Library. 

Our library board 
members, librarian, and 
library patrons, treasure 
our community support 
in helping us settle in 
our new, larger space.
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Canwood Library honours 
community supporters

Canwood’s Royal Purple Ladies, left to right: Don-
na Lovberg, Eileen Hamborg, Lorraine Benson, 
Wendy Otterson, and Linda Young.

Regular services, Sunday school and special services will be listed.
LUTHERAN CHURCH

Zion - Canwood
Sunday School,

Worship Sunday, 9 a.m.
St. John’s - Shellbrook

Sunday School, 
Live-stream worship 
service on Facebook, 

Worship Sunday, 11 a.m.
Rev. Emmanuel Aristide

------------------------
PENTECOSTAL 

CHURCH
Parkside

10:30 a.m. Worship
Pastor Daniel Mooseely

306-747-3572
Shellbrook 
Adult Study

9:30 a.m.
Sun., 10:30 a.m. - Worship
Pastor David Bodvarson

306-747-7235
Canwood

11:00 a.m. - Worship
Pastor Glenn Blazosek

306-468-2138
Leask Gospel Tabernacle

Sunday 11 a.m. & 6:30 p.m.
Pastor Lorne Valuck

------------------------
PRESBYTERIAN

Mistawasis
Sunday worship

11:00 a.m.
Rev. Katherine Bretzlaff

------------------------

IMMANUEL 
LUTHERAN

Parkside
11 a.m. - Worship 
------------------------

ANGLICAN CHURCH
Leask - All Saint’s

Sunday Service - 9 a.m.
St. Andrew’s - Shellbrook
Sunday, 11 a.m. Service

Canwood - Christ Church
Sunday, 2 p.m. - Service

Rev. Wendell Brock
306-460-7696

H.C. Service with Rev. 
Brock - 1st Sunday of the 

month  
------------------------

MENNONITE 
BRETHREN CHURCH

Blaine Lake Gospel Chapel 
109 Railway Ave. W.

Blaine Lake
306-497-3316

Sunday, 10:30 a.m. 
Worship

------------------------
EVANGELICAL FREE

Big River
11:00 a.m. - Worship

Bible Classes 9:45 a.m.
Summer: 10:30 a.m. - 12

306-469-2258
Youth Nite: Fridays

Mont Nebo
Bible Study & Prayer

Sun., 11:00 a.m. - Worship
Pastor Bill Klumpenhower

------------------------

UNITED CHURCH
Big River
Sundays 

10 a.m.. - Worship
 at Anglican Church
Rev. Dave Whalley

306-747-2804
------------------------

CATHOLIC CHURCH
Debden

Sun. Mass - 9:30 a.m. 
Fr. Dong Doan

Big River - Sacred Heart
Sun., 11:30 a.m. - Mass

Whitefish
Sun., 2:30 p.m. - Mass.

Victoire
Sat., 7:30 p.m. - Mass.

Fr. Dong Doan 
St. Agatha’s - Shellbrook

Mass - Sunday 11 a.m.
St. Henry’s - Leask

Mass - Sunday -  9 a.m.
Mistawasis

2nd & 4th Sundays, 1:30 p.m.
Fr. Phong Tran

------------------------
SEVENTH DAY  

ADVENTIST
407-2nd Ave E, Shellbrook
Sat., 9:45 a.m. - Sabbath School

Sat., 11:00 am  -Worship
Broadcast on 

VOAR 92.1 FM
Pastor Liviu Tilihoi

306-747-3398

Praise & WorshiP

Regular services, Sunday school and special services will be listed.

PARTNERS IN FAITH
Lutheran/United/

Christchurch Anglican, 
137-2nd St. W. 

Spiritwood
  Worship 11:00 a.m. 
Rev. Sarah Urano
-----------------------

UNITED /ANGLICAN
Worship Services

Glaslyn
Time is on the sign

Rev. Kun Kim
Rev. Don Skinner
-----------------------

CATHOLIC
SUNDAY

Spiritwood - 11:15 a.m.
Leoville - 9:30 a.m.

Shell Lake - 2:00 p.m.
Chitek Lake - Closed for 

the Season
Everyone Welcome

SATURDAY
Medstead - 6 p.m. 

Father Ramel Macapala 
-----------------------
PARTNERS IN 

WORSHIP
Shell Lake

Worship Services
Sunday 9:00 a.m. 

Pastor Sarah Urano
306-841-7333

-----------------------

SEVENTH DAY  
ADVENTIST

407 - 2nd Ave .E, 
Shellbrook

Sat., 9:45 am - 
Sabbath School

Sat., 11:00 am - Worship
Broadcast on 

VOAR 92.1 FM
Pastor Liviu Tilihoi

306-747-3398
-----------------------
MENNONITE 
BRETHREN

Glenbush
10:00 am - Sunday School

Worship 10:50 am 
-----------------------

FIELDS OF HOPE
(HOFFNUNGSFELDER)
MENNONITE CHURCH

Glenbush
Worship - 11:00 am

 -----------------------
BETHEL
Medstead

 1st Sunday, 10 am - 
Worship

Pastor David Jensen
3rd Sunday - 10 am 

Worship
Pastor David Jensen

-----------------------

Gideons International 
of Canada

Battlefords Camp
Phone Art Martynes 

(306) 389-4633
-----------------------

EVANGELICAL FREE
Mont Nebo

 Wed., 7:30 pm -
Bible Study & Prayer

  Sun., 10:30 am - Worship  
 Pastor Bill Klumpenhower

-----------------------
LAKELAND 

COMMUNITY CHURCH
(Corner of 1st Ave. and 4th 

St., Spiritwood)
Sun., 11 am - Worship 

Service & Sunday School
Pastor Michael Kluthe

306-883-2380
-----------------------

BELBUTTE FULL 
GOSPEL

   11 am  Worship Service
  1st Sun., 7:30 pm 

- Hymn Sing
Pastor Floyd Berg
-----------------------

COWBOY CHURCH
Spiritwood

Every Wednesday Night 
7 pm

Spiritwood Legion Hall
Pastor Rick Martin

Praise & WorshiP

Recognizing our Affinity Credit Union staff and 
delegate, left to right: Char Halter, Candis Du-
mais, Dannie Wreford, and Trenna Lukan.

WP Sandin High School’s men’s curling team, consisting of (l. to r.) Lance 
Paton, Daniel Vidal, Sawyer Mamchur, Noah Verbonac, and alternate Mason 
Mamchur (not pictured), won the B event at District Playoffs in Prince Al-
bert. They will return to Prince Albert for Regionals on March 4 and 5.

WP Sandin curling teams 
shine in competition



Shellbrook’s Town 
Council met for its regular 
meeting in person and via 
teleconference on Tuesday, 
Feb. 22.

In attendance were May-
or Amund Otterson, coun-
cillors Larry Batten, Peter 
Halayka, Dave Knight, 
Cheryl Ledding, Brent 
Miller, and Kathleen Nor-
ding, and the town’s CAO, 
Kelly Hoare.

The meeting was called 
to order by Mayor Otter-
son and council began by 
approving the meeting’s 
agenda and adopting the 
minutes of its Feb. 7 meet-
ing. With no business aris-

ing from said minutes, 
and no delegations on the 
docket, council approved 
payment of the town’s reg-
ular accounts, then moved 
on to provide its reports.

In the fire and rescue re-
port, Mayor Otterson up-
dated council on a recent 
talk with RM of Shellbrook 
Reeve Doug Oleksyn. Re-
cently, there have been 
talks about building a 
new fire hall for the fire 
department. The town 
would like the RM to take 
the lead on this project, as 
most service calls are in 
the RM’s jurisdiction. The 
Town would split the costs 

of the project 50/50 with 
the RM, as it does all fire 
department expenses, and 
participate as needed.

Councillor Miller, mean-
while, wondered if the 
Town and the RM could 
develop a “grander” vision 
for the fire department 
and find ways to replace 
equipment or construct 
new buildings in a more 
expedient fashion.

In a lengthy chat about 
policing in the communi-
ty, Hoare noted she had in-
vited Sgt. Haggarty from 
the Ahtahkakoop-Shell-
brook RCMP Detachment 
to attend a meeting and 

hear some of council’s con-
cerns.

Councillor Batten 
lamented that a local 
church was broken into 
on Feb. 10 and, as of Tues-
day’s meeting, the po-
lice had yet to show up. 
Councillor Nording, who’s 
daughter is an RCMP offi-
cer in Warman, expressed 
her long-standing disap-
pointment with policing 
in the community, saying, 
“It’s not right what’s been 
happening here over the 
past years.”

To this, Councillor Mill-
er added that he and Hoare 
have begun an initial in-
vestigation of the idea of 
establishing a municipal 
police force. Most of coun-
cil seemed opposed to ex-
ploring the notion, citing 
the cost of it.

Miller countered, “It’s 
expensive, but we need to 
take into account what our 
ratepayers want. If they 
want security, that might 
be more important to 
them than other things we 
spend a lot of money on.”

Miller also suggested 
that the town could talk to 
the City of Prince Albert 

about having its police 
service do night patrols 
in Shellbrook, if having a 
local police force proved 
too costly. Though some 
councillors still seemed 
hesitant, Miller concluded 
by saying the idea at least 
warrants exploration.

Shifting to new business, 
council began with some 
housekeeping by unani-
mously giving three read-
ings to Bylaw 2022-01, a 
bylaw to establish a water 
utility, and voting to en-
act it. The bylaw had to be 
passed by council as part 
of its partnership with the 
Prince Albert Rural Water 
Utility on a planned inter-
municipal water pipeline.

Up next, council gave 
three readings to Bylaw 
2022-02, the assessment 
exemptions bylaw, and 
voted to enact it as well, 
and carried motions to 
reverse a double charge 
on one account, in the 
amount of $380.13, and an 
interest charge of $41.29 
on another account.

With all public health 
orders having expired as 
of Monday, council had a 
discussion regarding the 

town’s proof of vaccination 
policy for staff. In the end, 
council decided it should 
follow the lead of the prov-
ince to avoid running into 
any issues with employees 
who may not be vaccinat-
ed (when asked, Hoare 
wouldn’t say how many 
employees aren’t vacci-
nated). Council agreed it 
should keep the policy on 
the books, in case it’s ever 
needed again in the future.

Wrapping up the meet-
ing, council discussed a 
complaint and a request 
for reimbursement from a 
ratepayer who had to pay 
for snow removal in the 
alley behind their proper-
ty. Hoare noted the Town 
does try to clear alleys 
when time permits, but 
crews haven’t had time 
this year.

Councillor Miller, mean-
while, said that most peo-
ple who need back-alley 
access have equipment to 
clear snow or pay to have 
it removed.

In the end, council voted 
not to reimburse the rate-
payer.

Council’s next meeting is 
on Monday, March 7.
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Highlights of a Shellbrook Town Council meeting

Community Calendar
~

SPIRITWOOD: Wapiti Regional Library - Tuesday 9 am - 5 pm; Wednesday 9 am - 5 
pm; Friday 9 am - 5 pm
LEOVILLE: Wapiti Regional Library - Wednesday 10 am - 4 pm; Thursday 10 am - 3 pm 
SHELL LAKE: Wapiti Regional Library - Tuesday 12:30 pm - 4 pm; Wednesday 12:30 
pm - 4 pm

~
BLAINE LAKE: Wapiti Library - Wednesday 11 am - 6 pm; Friday 11 am - 5 pm; Satur-
day 10 am - 4 pm. Contact us for more info 306-497-3130, www.wapitilibrary.ca.
BIG RIVER: Wapiti Library - Wednesday 11:30 am - 4:30 pm; Thursday 11:30 am - 
4:30 pm. Phone # 306-469-2152
CANWOOD: Canwood Branch of Wapiti Regional Library. Tuesday 10 am - 4 pm; 
Thursday 10 am - 4 pm; Friday 12 pm - 5 pm. Kids Club is Fridays 3:30 pm - 4:30 pm, 
Crafter’s Choice is the 2nd and 4th Tuesday of each month.
DEBDEN: Wapiti Library hours:  Tuesday 10 am - 3 pm; Wednesday 3 pm - 7 pm.  
Librarian: Aline Hannon
LEASK: Wapiti Library & Legacy Gallery Hours - Tuesday 10:30 am - 5 pm; Friday 
10:30 am - 5 pm; Saturday 1 pm - 4 pm
MARCELIN: Wapiti Library - Tuesday 2 pm - 7 pm; Thursday 2 pm - 8 pm; Saturday 
9 am - 2 pm. For information on all your library needs, please contact 306-226-2110.
SHELLBROOK: Shellbrook Branch of the Wapiti Library located at 105 Railway Ave., 
West (Provincial building). Library Hours: Monday 2 pm - 6 pm; Tuesday 12 pm - 8 pm; 
Wednesday 2 pm - 8 pm; Thursday 12 pm - 6 pm; Friday 9 am - 4 pm. 
CANWOOD: Canwood Regional Park “Facebook” On-line Auction – March 14th to 
March 20th. Bidding STARTS online Monday, March 14th at 5pm and CLOSES Sun-
day, March 20th at 5pm. Proceeds go to Canwood Regional Park to help funding for 
upcoming projects like 6 new campsites and a WATER SPRAY PARK in 2023! The Can-
wood Regional Park Facebook Page will be OPEN for VIEWING, Saturday, March 12th 
at NOON. For more information: Grant Person 306-893-8085 or Trevor Kvinlaug 306-
468-4443
LEASK: Leask Sports Centre Ltd. – Open House, Free Skate & Annual General Meet-
ing. Thurs., March 17, 2022, 4:00 – 7:30 pm | AGM @ 6:30 pm at the Sports Centre.

TRIPLE YOUR ADVERTISING
We’ll advertise your important community event in our Community Calendar 

FREE for two weeks prior to the event with purchase of a 
2 column x 2” Display ad for only:

$60.00 plus G.S.T. - A savings of over 30%
Available to Non-Profit & Community Organizations Only

Call Now For Further Details
“Don’t miss out on letting your Community and others know of your event!”

Shellbrook Chronicle & Spiritwood Herald
Box 10, Shellbrook, SK  S0J 2E0

Ph: 306-747-2442 • Fax: 306-747-3000 • Email: chads@sbchron. com

PARWU awards regulatory 
and permitting contract

A proposed water treatment plant and 
intermunicipal water pipeline being con-
sidered by the Town of Shellbrook, in 
partnership with the Prince Albert Rural 
Water Utility (PARWU), and the Rural 
Municipalities of Shellbrook, Prince Al-
bert, and Duck Lake, is continuing to take 
steps toward certainty.

To this end, PARWU has announced the 
awarding of the contract for all regulato-
ry and permitting matters related to the 
$52.5 million project to Canada North En-
vironmental Services (CanNorth), a pri-
vate company owned by Kitsaki Manage-
ment Limited Partnership, the investment 
arm of the Lac La Ronge Indian Band.

The RFP for this piece of the project, 
which will focus on regulatory require-
ments for aquatic habitat, environmental 
impact, heritage resource impact assess-
ment, site evaluations, and the duty to 
consult, was sent to select companies in 
the fall of 2021.

CanNorth is expecting to begin environ-
mental and heritage studies in the spring. 
Then, working in conjunction with PAR-
WU, it will be marketing engagement op-
portunities early this summer to explore 
the positive and negative impacts as a re-
sult of the planning, construction, and op-
eration of the project. 

“The knowledge and expertise brought 
to the table by CanNorth is tremendous,” 
said PARWU general manager Ken Dan-
ger. “The PARWU Board was astonished by 
the level of detail provided in each report. 
They investigate everything from amphib-
ian auditory reports, and heritage resource 
impacts, to the engagement with the First 
Nations, Métis, and Stakeholders.” 

The idea for PARWU to build its own wa-
ter treatment plant and the intermunicipal 
water pipeline was first floated at the start 
of 2021. When a feasibility study, conduct-
ed over the summer, showed the project 
was feasible, PARWU’s board approved 
the purchase of a $900,000 piece of land 
on Peter Pond Road to serve as the home 
and operations hub for the plant and pipe-
line.

Since then, PARWU’s board has award-
ed a number of contracts related to the 
project, all with an eye to weeding out any 
fiscal uncertainties about the project be-
fore it votes to abandon the project or pro-
ceed with it.

Aside from the most recent contract 
awarded to CanNorth, three other con-
tracts have been awarded.

Associated Engineering was first award-
ed the contract for the design of PARWU’s 
new water treatment plant, and is expected 
to deliver a pre-design for the plant in early 
2023. 

More recently, the firm received the con-
tract for the horizontal directional drill un-
der the North Saskatchewan River, which 
is expected to be one of the most difficult 
pieces of the project. Under this contract, 
the firm will handle the planning for the 
horizontal directional drill, including a 
field investigation, a geotechnical explora-
tion, and tender-ready documents for its 
completion.

Finally, the contract for the pipeline, 
hydraulic, and sizing design was given to 
Saskatoon-based engineering firm Pinter 
and Associates. 

There are four pipelines incorporated 
into this portion of the plan: a line from 
the water treatment plant, a line going 
under the Shell River, and then a line con-
tinuing to Shellbrook. The fourth pipeline 
will connect to the river crossing under the 
North Saskatchewan River from the water 
treatment plant, and then will continue to 
PARWU’s Gerald Barden Pumphouse on 
the south side of Prince Albert.

Phase 1 will entail the Hydraulic Analysis 
and Design of the Pipelines. Pinter will en-
gineer layout schemes, barriers, determine 
the pipe requirements and any potential 
booster stations along the way. Phase 2 en-
compasses the detailed design, fine-tuning 
the cost estimates, and preparing the ten-
der ready drawings and specifications.  

The final plan for the pipeline engi-
neering has a targeted completion for this 
spring.

With all this work getting underway, 
Brent Miller, councillor for the Town of 
Shellbrook and PARWU Steering Commit-
tee board member, expects PARWU to be 
in a position to make an informed decision 
about the future of the project some time 
in the fourth quarter of 2022 — depending, 
of course, on the question of funding and 
financing.

In the meantime, he’s also anticipating 
the Town will give ratepayers an opportu-
nity to share their thoughts and concerns 
about the project at some point this spring.



(Where necessary, the fol-
lowing minutes may have 
been edited for clarity or 
brevity)

A regular meeting of the 
Council of the Rural Munici-
pality of Canwood No. 494 was 
held in the Municipal Council 
Chambers, at 641 Main Street, 
Canwood, Sask., on Jan. 18, 
2022, commencing at 10:39 
a.m.

Present – Reeve Lyndon 
Pease, Administrator Lor-
na Benson and the following 
Councillors for their respec-
tive divisions: #1 Ralph Koro-
dy, #2 Dennis Benke, #4 Ray 
Duret, and #6 Leonard Smith.

Vacant: Division #3 & #5
Delegations: 
9:30 a.m. Dwight Diehl, 

Public Works Supervisor, Mu-
nicipal Operations Update 

1 p.m. Councillor Indemnity
Public Works Supervisor 

Dwight Diehl attended the 
meeting at 10:40 a.m.

Benke: That the minutes 
of the Dec. 14, 2021, Regular 
Council Meeting be approved. 
Carried

Benke: That the Statement 
of Financial Activities for the 
month of December 2021 for 
the R.M. General Account be 
approved as presented. Car-
ried

Duret: That we approve the 
payments as listed on the at-
tached account listing for a 
total of $398,448.60 Council 
Direct Deposits for December 
and Payroll Direct Deposits 
for 2021 Pay Period 26 and for 
2022 Pay Period 1 & 2. Carried

Pease: That in the matter of 
civic addressing we request 
the Controller of Surveys issue 

an order to amend the plan re-
corded as Number 102030635 
on the SW 30-52-04 W3, in 
the Land Surveys Directory by 
renaming the street referred 
to as Lakeview Avenue, Plan 
102030635, to Lakeside Av-
enue, for the purposes of the 
provincial civic addressing 
registry. Carried

Korody: That in the matter 
of custom work, the Rural Mu-
nicipality no longer provide 
this service effective Sept. 1, 
2022. Carried

Korody: That we approve the 
Council’s Indemnity as pre-
sented. Carried

Pease: That we authorize the 
following payments: Lamp-
light Cuisine $189,  Ken Aiken 
$985. Carried

Benke: That in the matter of 
planned procurement, the Ru-
ral Municipality of Canwood 
No. 494 intends to participate 
in one or more procurements 
offered through the Saskatch-
ewan Association of Rural 
Municipalities (SARM) be-
tween Jan. 1, 2022, and Dec. 
31, 2022. Carried

Benke: That we instruct the 
Administrator to make ap-
plication to Service Canada 
for the 2022 Canada Summer 
Jobs for two public works gen-
eral labourers. Carried

Korody: That we acknowl-
edge the OHC Meeting min-
utes of Dec. 22, 2021. Carried

Benke: That we authorize 
the purchase of a Karrykrimp 
portable hose compact de-
sign crimper with a supply of 
hoses and fittings from Peer-
less Engineering Sales Ltd., 
Prince Albert, Sask. at a cost of 
$55,500 plus applicable taxes. 

Carried
Public Works Supervisor 

Dwight Diehl left the meeting 
at 2 p.m.

Duret: That we amend Reso-
lution No. 38 of Dec. 14, 2021, 
by changing the wording as 
follows: “That we appoint Tim-
othy Furlong, Kirby Fesser, 
Glen Neuert and Sabrina Sac-
cucci as panel members and 
Mike Ligtermoet as secretary 
for the Board of Revision for 
the year 2022.” Carried

Benke: That we amend Reso-
lution No. 42 of Dec. 14, 2021, 
for the Canwood Public Li-
brary, by replacing Barb Per-
son with Bev Wyatt. Carried

Benke: That we agree to 
purchase an additional $3.0 
Million Liability Insurance 
through S.A.R.M. at the pre-
mium rate of $923 plus appli-
cable tax (PST). Carried

Korody: That we instruct the 
Administrator to complete the 
required form(s) requesting 
cancellation of the respective 
leases and payment of taxes on 
provincial Crown land which 
is in arrears of taxes in ac-
cordance with the Provincial 
Lands Policy of the Ministry of 
Agriculture. Carried

Benke: That for the year 
2022, the Reeve and each 
Councillor be insured under 
The Saskatchewan Workers’ 
Compensation Act at the rate 
of $38,442.00 per Council 
member. Carried

Benke: That the following 
rates of remuneration be set 
for 2022 Municipal Elections: 

• Returning Officer $300 
plus $0.60/km 

• Deputy Returning Officer 
$250 plus $0.60/km 

• Poll Clerk(s) $200 plus 
$0.60/km. Carried

Korody: That we designate 
the following polling place 
for 2022 Municipal Elections: 
R.M. Office, 641 Main Street, 
Canwood, Sask. Carried

Duret: That it be recorded 
in these minutes that the fol-
lowing Election Officials have 
been appointed by the Return-
ing Officer: 

• Division 1, 3, 5, Polling 
Station: Canwood R.M. 
Office, Deputy RO Michele 
Person, Poll Clerk Court-
ney Canaday 

• Division 2, 4, 6, Polling 
Station: Canwood R.M. 
Office, Deputy RO Michele 
Person, Poll Clerk Court-
ney Canaday 

• Nomination Officers (in 
the absence of the Re-
turning Officer): Courtney 
Canaday and Michele Per-
son. Carried

Duret: That in the matter of 
the correspondence from Jer-
emy Morin, Big River, Sask., 
advising Council of the im-
provement destroyed by fire in 
February of 2021, we hereby 
notify him that the house will 
be removed from the 2022 as-
sessment roll. Carried

Smith: That we abate the 
2021 improvement taxes on 
the NE-06-51-05 W3 owned 
by Jason Bischler, Canwood, 
Sask., as the house exemp-
tion was missed at assess-
ment time. The abatement is 
as follows: Roll# 1207.100, 
NE-06-51-05 W3, Municipal: 
$1,726.72, School: $962.65, 
Total: $2,689.37. Carried

Smith: That we advise the 
Community Planning Branch 

of the Ministry of Government 
Relations that we recommend 
approval of the Application 
to Subdivide Land of Candice 
Armstrong, Shellbrook, Sask., 
for the purpose of subdividing 
Parcel A from the SW 3-54-
07 W3 as the site exceeds the 
minimum site area require-
ments of Section 5 of the Mu-
nicipal Zoning Bylaw 2003-7. 
Carried

Benke: That we approve the 
Development and Building 
Permit Applications of Betti-
na Corrins, Saskatoon, Sask., 
to construct a cabin on Lot 17, 
Block 1, Plan 101955102, Lake 
Nebo, with approval pursu-
ant to Section 9.1.1(1)(a) of the 
LD – Lakeshore Development 
District, Municipal Zoning By-
law 2003-7. Carried

Duret: That we approve the 
Development Permit Applica-
tion of Ben Wilson, Saskatoon, 
Sask., to remove a hazard tree 
that has died along the shore-
line from recent flooding on 
Lot 1, Block 6, Plan 78B04973, 
Morin Lake. Carried

Duret: That we approve the 
Permit Extension or Renewal 
Application of Robert and Ja-
nine Collins, Saskatoon, Sask., 
to complete cabin construc-
tion on Lot 6, Block 1, Plan 
62B01425, Morin Lake, by 
Jan. 11, 2023. Carried

Benke: That we approve the 
Permit Extension or Renew-
al Application of Stacy and 
Shawn Schwindt, Martens-
ville, Sask., to complete cabin 
construction on Lot 11, Block 
1, Plan 101995102, Lake Nebo, 
by Jan. 11, 2023. Carried

Benke: That we now adjourn 
at 4 p.m.
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Minutes of an RM of Canwood meeting

I read recently, “Frederick M. Leh-
man was a California businessman 
that lost everything through business 
reverses. He was forced to spend his 
working hours in manual labor, work-
ing in a Pasadena packing house pack-
ing oranges and lemons into wooden 
crates. Not an ideal environment for 
writing love songs, but this was the 
environment the Lord chose to use.”

Mr. Lehman was a Christian who 
rejoiced in his salvation. He was so 
moved by a Sunday evening sermon 
on the love of God that he could hardly 
sleep. The next morning, the thrill of 
the previous evening had not left him. 
As he drove to the packing house, the 
makings of a song began to come to-
gether in his head, with God’s love as 
the theme. 

Throughout the day, as he packed 
oranges and lemons, the words con-
tinued to flow. Perhaps he jotted down 
words on various pieces of broken 
crate as he went along. He could hard-
ly wait to get home and commit these 
words to paper.

Upon arriving home, he hurried to 

his old upright piano and began ar-
ranging the words and composing a 
melody to fit them. He soon had fin-
ished two stanzas and the melody to 
go along with them, but now what was 
he to do? In those days, a song had to 
have at least three stanzas to be con-
sidered complete. (A far cry from the 
songs of our day that only need have 
three words!) He tried and tried to 
come up with a third stanza, but to 
no avail. The words just would not fall 
into place.

It was then that he remembered a 
poem someone had given him some 
time before. Hunting around, he 
found the poem printed on a card, 
which he had used as a bookmark. As 
Mr. Lehman read the words, his heart 
was thrilled by the adequate picture of 
God’s love they depicted. He then no-
ticed this writing on the bottom of the 
card:

“These words were found written on 
a cell wall in a prison some 200 years 
ago. It is not known why the prisoner 
was incarcerated; neither is it known 
if the words were original or if he had 

heard them somewhere and had de-
cided to put them in a place where he 
could be reminded of the greatness 
of God’s love - whatever the circum-
stances, he wrote them on the wall of 
his prison cell. In due time, he died 
and the men who had the job of re-
painting his cell were impressed by 
the words. Before their paint brushes 
had obliterated them, one of the men 
jotted them down and thus they were 
preserved.”

Lehman went to the piano and be-
gan to voice the words with the mel-
ody he had just written. They were a 
perfect fit. It was a miracle! The song 
was published - and remains today - 
with these words as the last stanza.

In later years, the origin of these 
words became known to Alfred B. 
Smith, which reveals an even great-
er miracle in the writing of this song. 
The original third stanza was writ-
ten in Hebrew around the year 1000 
by Meir Ben Issac Nehoria, a Jewish 
Rabbi. God, knowing that Lehman 
was going to write a song, also real-
ized that Lehman would have trouble 

writing a third stanza and so He chose 
this Rabbi, who though not accepting 
Christ as the Messiah, did possess the 
skills to graphically paint a picture of 
God’s love in words. He would pre-
serve these words and then hundreds 
of years later He would have them 
translated by this prisoner into a lan-
guage that did not as yet exist, namely 
English. 

And to think, he did it in the exact 
meter to fit Lehman’s melody! 

“Could we with ink the ocean fill
And were the skies of parchment 

made,
Were every stalk on earth a quill
And every man a scribe by trade,
To write the love of God above
Would drain the ocean dry,
Nor could the scroll contain the 

whole
Tho stretched from sky to sky.
O love of God, how rich and pure!
How measureless and strong!
It shall forevermore endure
The saints and angel’s song.”
Blessings, 
Pastor Bodvarson, SPA 

Good News
~

A mirAcle of soNG



It may be irrelevant 
to a hockey fan in the 
Greater Toronto area, or 
to a puckster living in 
Raleigh, N.C., but to a 
Western Canadian, the 
Battle of Alberta is real.

This season in the Na-
tional Hockey League 
appears to be no differ-
ent, as Calgary Flames 
and Edmonton Oilers are 
once again in the hunt in 
the Pacific Division, with 
fans dreaming of anoth-
er post-season playoff 
battle.

To date, the red-hot 
Flames are winning 
the lead-up to the bat-
tle, a few points ahead 
of the once-struggling 
but now back-to-normal 
Oilers. Edmonton coach 
Dave Tippett was fired 
in mid-February after a 
stretch of poor hockey 
capped by back-to-back 
home-ice losses to Vegas 
and Chicago in which 
they were outscored 8-1. 
New coach Jay Wood-
croft produced immedi-
ate positive results, going 
5-0 to start his stint with 
the Oilers, outscoring 
their opponents 22-8. 
Whether the new coach 

will carry on that suc-
cess through the rest of 
the season, or suffer the 
Bruce Boudreau effect 
(start fast, then level off) 
remains to be seen.

The Flames, mean-
while, have been sur-
prisingly good most of 
the season. Superior 
goaltending from Jacob 
Markstrom has been a 
huge key, with the for-
mer Canuck who signed 
last year as a free agent 
with Calgary already 
posting eight shutouts, 
by far the best total in 
the league. As a team, 
the Flames’ winning per-
centage and goals for-
and-against differential 
are tops in the Pacific 
Division. Then, to add 
to that quality, general 
manager Brad Treliving 
went out and acquired 
top-six forward Tyler 
Toffoli from Montreal 
for the equivalent of two 
rolls of tape and a Jann 
Arden CD. 

Toffoli, the long-time 
L.A. King who has since 
played for the Canucks 
and Montreal, is a five-
time 20-plus goal man 
who will add a jolt of 

offence to a team that’s 
already in the upper half 
of scoring in the league, 
thanks to the play of 
Johnny Gaudreau, Mat-
thew Tkachuk, Andrew 
Mangiapane and Elias 
Lindholm.

While the Flames get 
set to roll with Toffoli et 
al, their neighbours to 
the North are trying to 
figure out why they ar-
en’t an elite team while 
employing arguably 
the two best offensive 
stars in the league, Con-
nor McDavid and Leon 
Draisaitl. Maybe the 
new coaching staff will 
change the atmosphere 
in the Alberta capital.

The Flames are almost 

assured of a berth in the 
post-season, while there 
are no guarantees of 
playoff action for the Oil-
ers, who must continue 
to perform as they did in 
the first few games under 
the new coaching staff. It 
just wouldn’t be the tra-
ditionally exciting Stan-
ley Cup playoffs without 
the two Alberta teams 
battling it out.

• Surfer Kelly Slater, 
50, to AP, not worried 
about any retirement 
plans: “Everyone who 
retires from surfing just 
goes surfing more.”

• Janice Hough of left-
coastsportsbabe.com: 
“Due to outrage about 
Kamila Valieva being 
able to keep her gold 
medal AND compete 
as the favourite for the 
women’s figure skat-
ing gold medal despite 
positive test for banned 
supplement, I fully ex-
pect the IOC to say they 
will at least keep her out 
of the Baseball Hall of 
Fame.”

• Gene Principe, Ed-
monton Oilers be-
tween-periods host, on 
top performers in a re-

cent game vs. Anaheim: 
“In the first period, it 
was Sonny (Milano). In 
the second, it was Mc-
Leody (Ryan).”

• RJ Currie of sports-
deke.com: “At the Waste 
Management Open, Har-
ry Higgs lifted up his 
shirt after a two-putt par 
to get a reaction from the 
crowd. Which showed 
us, among other things, 
that Higgs needs better 
waist management.”

• Headline at theonion.
com: “Tom Brady spends 
first day retirement 
studying tape of people 
to learn how they work”

• Comedy writer Alex 
Kaseberg: “A Chinese 
news outlet revealed U.S. 
born-and-raised skier, 
Eileen Gu, has earned 
over $42 million in Chi-
nese endorsements since 
2021. Interestingly, Gu 
is a Chinese word that 
means ‘Ka Ching.’”

• Kaseberg again: “Not 
sure why I am such a 
fan of Olympic curling.  
It combines so many 
bad memories: ice, cold, 
shouting, sweeping and 
passing a stone.”

• Kaseberg just keeps 

on coming: “After being 
reinstated despite a pos-
itive dope test, Russian 
skater Kamila Valieva 
finished fourth. Finish-
ing first? Karma.”

• Comedy writer Marc 
Ragovin, on the Russian 
figure skater claiming 
she must have inadver-
tently taken her grand-
father’s heart medica-
tion: “No wonder her 
long program consisted 
of skating in circles with 
her turn signal on.”

• Steve Simmons of 
SunMedia, on the NBA 
all-star game in Cleve-
land and recalling an 
old Wayne and Schuster 
airport crack: “Will all 
those flying to Cleveland 
please report to the gate 
to explain why?” 

• Golf reporter Sean 
Zak, on Twitter, during 
the third round of the 
Genesis Invitational: 
“Adam Scott has now 
worn a tan sweater for 
three straight rounds. 
Still looking into it, but 
I believe that is a PGA 
Tour record.”

Care to comment? 
Email brucepen-
ton2003@yahoo.ca
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Battle of Alberta starting to heat up

SportSSportS

BRUCE 
PENTON

~

Elks dominated by Dynamos in provincial quarterfinal
The U18 B Shellbrook Elks find them-

selves facing a steep uphill battle in their 
Provincial quarterfinals against the 
Dinsmore Dynamos, after losing game 
one of the series on home ice by a score 
of 9-0.

Prior to being goose-egged by the Dy-
namos on Sunday night, the Elks faced 
off against the La Ronge 89ers and 
squeaked out a pair of one-goal wins in 

both matches of their best of modified 
three series. The Dynamos, meanwhile, 
had a longer road to the quarterfinal, 
steamrolling Melfort in their first round 
of playoffs, then topping Tisdale with a 
win and a draw.

If either team had a clear advantage 
over the other, neither showed it in Sun-
day night’s series opener, as both teams 
were deadlocked in the early going of 

the first period. All it took was an ill-
timed penalty for the Elks, and the Dy-
namos were able to break the tie by tip-
ping home a rebound. Rylan McLachlan 
netted what would go on to be the game 
winning goal, with assists from Ryder 
Meyers and Carter Edgar.

The Dynamos would strike again the 
next time the Elks took a penalty, when 
Cohen Larson scored with a top-shelf 
floater from the point. Otto Lammers as-
sisted on the goal.

With the momentum from these two 
goals, the Dynamos all but took control 
of the game while the Elks struggled to 
find their skates and get shots on goal.

Early in the second period, the Elks fi-
nally managed to generate a handful of 
scoring opportunities, but any comeback 
hopes were dashed when the Dynamos 
struck again on a goal from Clay Gamble.

Gamble followed up with his second of 
the night just moments later, on an as-
sist from Levi Erickson, after the Elks 
coughed up the puck in their own end. 
And the Dynamos refused to relent, pin-
ning the Elks in their own end to go up 
5-0 on a textbook setup from behind the 
goal. Reed McLachlan netted the goal, 
with helpers from Will Campbell and 
Larson.

The Elks would get a 5-on-3 powerplay 
late in the second stanza, but failed to 
make anything significant of it.

In the third period, penalties once 

again proved to be the Achilles heel for 
the Elks, as the team surrendered an-
other three goals on the penalty kill. 
Lammers struck first, with assists from 
Edgar and Larson, then Reed McLach-
lan tallied with a helper from Lammers. 
Finally, Rylan McLachlan netted an un-
assisted goal to put the Dynamos up 8-0.

The Dynamos kept the pressure on, 
opening the door for Colby Gibson to 
score the final goal of the night, with an 
assist from Rylan McLachlan. Mean-
while, another Elks powerplay late in the 
frame yielded no serious scoring oppor-
tunities, preventing the Elks from get-
ting on the board.

After Sunday’s beatdown, the Elks 
needed a win in Dinsmore in game 
two to force a shortened game three. 
Those games were scheduled to played 
Wednesday night.

Elks netminder Aiden Nett makes a huge stick save on a scoring opportunity 
for the Dinsmore Dynamos’ Ryder Meyers, during action from game one of 
the provincial U18 B quarterfinals.

Shellbrook Chronicle
Spiritwood Herald

P: 306.747.2442 • F: 306.747.3000
E: chads@sbchron.com

• Sell your vehicle • Find a house
Opportunity is knocking loud in the Classifieds!!
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Floyd Edward Berg
April 21, 1932 – February 

13, 2022
Floyd was born on the fam-

ily farm near Laird, SK on 

April 21, 1932. Floyd’s school 
years were spent in Laird till 
Grade 8. He worked helping 
his parents with the livery 
barn, the butcher shop, and 
then later with the dray. The 
family moved to Belbutte 
in 1955, and Floyd stayed 
working in Saskatoon at that 
time. Within a few years, he 
moved to Belbutte to settle 
down and farm.  In 1956 he 
met Dora Viberg, and they 
were married by 1958. They 
had two children. Kevin 
was born in 1959, and Kim 
followed in 1960.  Horses, 
cattle, and pigs were part of 
their farming. They attend-
ed the Belbutte Church, and 

when Mr. Schalm retired 
from pastoring, Floyd was 
asked to pastor the church. 
Floyd pastored in the church 
for more than 50 years. He 
held services at Spiritwood 
and Leoville Lodges for 
many years. In 1978, Floyd 
along with many volunteers, 
helped start the Timberline 
Bible Camp with Mr. Arne-
son from Battleford. After 
retirement, Dora and Floyd 
took many trips to BC to vis-
it family, travelling across 
Canada, and to PEI and the 
USA. But the best trip was 
to Alaska. In Europe, they 
visited 10 countries and he 
had the chance to drive the 

autobahn.  His pride and 
joy were his grandchildren: 
Tessa-Rae, Cole, Clay, and 
Reed.  Floyd spent every-
day reading and studying 
the Bible that followed with 
prayer. He left us the follow-
ing lessons by how he lived:  
Accept who you are and 
your limitations, you trust-
ing God is enough.  Be loyal 
to your friends and family 
and be there when needed, 
no questions asked. One of 
his favorite Bible passages: 
Trust in the Lord with all 
thine heart, and lean not 
unto thine own understand-
ing. In all thy ways acknowl-
edge Him, and He shall 
direct thy paths. Proverbs 
3:5-6

Floyd is lovingly 

remembered by his wife: 
Dora Berg, his children: 
Kevin (Natalie) Berg of 
Spiritwood, SK and family: 
Clay Berg (Robyn Voldeng) 
and Reed Berg, Kim (Ricky) 
Omelchenko of Saskatoon, 
SK and family: Tessa-Rae 
Nedelec (Aaron Kaliszewski) 
and Cole Omelchenko also 
numerous nieces, nephews, 
and other relatives.

He is predeceased by: his 
parents: William and Alvina 
Berg, his brothers and 
sisters-in-law: Willis and 
Jean Berg, Ivan and Elnora 
Berg, his brothers-in-law: 
Ken Agrey and Allan Viberg, 
his mother-in-law: Gunhild 
Ziegler and his father-in-
law: Edwin Viberg.

A Graveside service was 

held Saturday, February 19, 
2022, 1:00 pm at the Bel-
butte Lutheran Cemetery 
with Pastor Lawrence Traf-
ford officiating. Pallbearers 
were Floyd’s grandchildren: 
Tessa-Rae Nedelec, Cole 
Omelchenko, Clay Berg and 
Reed Berg. Friends so wish-
ing may make donations to 
Samaritans Purse in memo-
ry of Floyd Berg.  

Family and friends wish-
ing to send online condo-
lences are welcome to visit 
www.beaulacfuneralhome.
com. Arrangements have 
been entrusted to the care 
of Beau “Lac” Funeral Home 
& Crematorium, R. Mark 
Muir, Funeral Director, 
Spiritwood, SK, 306-883-
3500.

Obituaries
~

Floyd Edward Berg

Ella Mae Reilly was born 
January 24, 1922. Making 
her 21 days short of 100 years 
old when she passed away 
Monday, January 3, 2022.

Her parents Albert and 
Olive Reilly lived at Green 
Mantle, west of Big River 
and mom had 2 siblings, 
Doris and Bill Reilly. They 
had a quarter section of land 
which they farmed. She lost 
her mother suddenly to an ill-
ness and was then depended 
on to help raise her brother 
and sister and help with the 
household chores. It was a 
very tough time in her life.  
She loved the animals, espe-
cially the mules and horses 
they had to do the farm work. 
She often talked fondly of 
the horses and mules in later 
years.

Mom was a teenager when 
a handsome bachelor moved 
onto the quarter next to them 
and they fell in love. She mar-
ried Ivan Leach and soon 
started a family. Fern, Nan-
cy, and Orville were the first 
3 born in the Green Mantel 
area. Then came Melvin, El-
len, Caroline, Jeannie, Ray-
mond, and Vernon. A family 
of nine children came from 
that union.

Mom’s life was not easy, 
caring for nine children, I’m 
sure it was no picnic.

After moving here and 

there, eventually dad and 
mom bought a quarter of 
land in the Delaronde area 
and they got the farm they 
always wanted.

Mom was very happy as she 
was a farm girl and enjoyed 
having a mixed farm with 
cows, horses, chickens, pigs, 
dogs, and cats. Our whole 
family was excited.

Her kids were growing up 
and we all had a job or 2 to 
do.  Mom’s physical health 
was not really good, so we all 
did our share.  Things were 
pretty primitive; log house 
needed the cracks mudded 
and still was cold. Dad was no 
carpenter, so everything was 
lacking as far as comfort was 
concerned, but it was home... 
our home.

However, after many years 
the family helped mom and 
dad build a house which was 
modern and warm. Ella was 
happy. She learned to drive 
late in life. Caroline says she 
got her license the same year 
as her mom which was 1968. 
Mom was 46 years old. From 
that time forward when the 
car left the yard, Ella was be-
hind the wheel. It gave her a 
new found independence.

Mom loved her grandchil-
dren, but she never really 
fussed over them. There were 
so many that she didn’t think 
she could favor any. But her 
love shone through because 
the grandchildren all had 
their own relationship with 
grandma. Going fishing with 
grandma, first at the creek 
every spring and as she got 
older it was the dock and the 
swimming hole on Cowan.  
Chad, Kent, Dean, Tanya, 
Terence, Lacey and on and on 
went fishing with grandma.

Raymond’s boys lived near 
her and had fond memories 
of time spent and treats from 
grandma. She liked playing 

cards, especially kings on 
the corner with grandpa and 
the kids. She joined the se-
nior citizens finally, because 
she didn’t feel old enough for 
some time.  She enjoyed their 
activities and company at her 
choice.  Mom loved music 
and singing.  She bought us 
an accordion and guitars to 
promote our learning.  She 
loved to sing along when the 
family was singing.

Mom enjoyed the compa-
ny of small dogs and had 3 
at once when she lived in the 
trailer. Shadow, Freddy, and 
Zoe were good company, and 
they kept her active by run-
ning away and mom would 
have to get in her car and find 
them.

Mom had sad times to deal 
with too.  She lost her daugh-
ter and son in law Joe in a 
car accident and her grand-
son Kent to cancer. She per-
severed and carried on, but 
they were big losses.

Ella had the misfortune of 
breaking her foot and end-
ed up in the Big River Long 
Term Care.  Her foot did not 
heal, and she could no longer 
look after herself at home.  
She moved into the lodge in 
2015 and was still very alert 
and enjoyed activities and the 
staff and ended up spending 
6 years there.

Dementia slowly took over 
and was a journey of frustra-
tion, good days became few 
and far between and with 
COVID restrictions it was 
almost impossible to keep up 
the family support that we 
were so proud and happy to 
do when she was first there.  

Mom passed away on Jan-
uary 3, 2022 only 21 days to 
her 100th birthday. She had 
been so looking forward to 
this milestone and to cele-
brate with everyone.  

Ella is survived by her 

children, 24 grandchildren, 
55 great grandchildren, 22 
great-great grandchildren. 

Fern Martin and family 
Elaine Dyck (Jamie); Greg 
Martin (Cindy); Norma 
Ostrass (Rod); Terry (Jim) 
Collins.

Nancy (Kurt) Fast and 
family Neil (Carol) Fast; 
Diane (Jerry) Toovey

Carolyn Leach (daughter-
in-law) and family Sheldon 
(Cari) Leach; Dani (Chris) 
Brown; Raeleen (Jason) 
Mccutcheon; Rochelle (Eric) 
Jacobsen; Trina (Clint) Kerr; 
Terrance Leach

Melvin (Jeanette) Leach 
and family Jolene Johnson; 
Trevor Leach (Jennifer 
Moyer)

Ellen (Paul Fonos) and 
family Dean (Leanne) Fonos; 
Tanya (Brian) Pratt

Caroline Wilson (Norman 
Desjardins) and family Lacey 
Wilson; Maxine Wilson 
(daughter-in-law)

Grandson Chad Lukan (son 
of Jeannie and Joey)

Raymond (Laurie) Leach 
and family Brian Leach; 
Craig Leach; Adrian (Kim) 
Leach

Vernon (Karen) Leach and 
family Janine Leach and 
Megan Leach

Her special friend Eleanor 
Homenuik, numerous nieces, 
nephews, and other relatives

Ella is predeceased by her 
husband Ivan Charles Leach, 
her parents Albert and Olive 
Reilly, her daughter and 
son in law Jeannie and Joey 
Lukan, her grandson Kent 
Wilson, her son Orville Leach 
and 6 children at birth. Her 
brother and sister Bill Reilly 

and Doris Sandry.
Her sons-in-law Ken 

Martin ad Marty Wilson.
The family would like to 

thank everyone who was 
part of mom’s life. The Se-
nior Citizens, the wonderful 
staff at BRHC, Home care 
staff whom she appreciated 
so much, and all her special 
friends in and around Big 
River. Thank you for being 
there for her and making her 
at home wherever she needed 
to be. She was very loved by 
her large family and will be 
missed by all.

Memorial Donations in El-
la’s memory may be directed 
to Big River Health Centre 
Auxiliary.  Funeral arrange-
ments have been entrusted to 
the care of Beau “Lac” Funer-
al Home and Crematorium, 
Big River SK.306-469-2277.

It is with heavy hearts 
the family of Mrs. Karin 
McGratten, resident of Rabbit 
Lake, SK announce her 
passing with family by her 
side on Sunday, February 20, 
2022 at the age of 81 years.  
Interment was held prior to 
the Funeral Service at the 
Spiritwood Cemetery and the 
Funeral Service was held at 
the Fields of Hope Mennonite 
Church East of Glenbush, 
SK with Pastor Keith 

Klippenstein officiating.  
Mom is lovingly 

remembered and survived 
by: Mary (Marcel) Tetreault 
of Leoville, SK & children: 
Brigitte (Brian) Johnson 
of Medstead, SK & great-
grandchildren: Mackenzy, 
Owen and Everly, Melinda 
(Landon) Laventure of 
Leoville, SK & great-
grandsons: Keaton and 
Hudson, Landon Tetreault 
(Serena Liu) of Saskatoon, 
SK, Shelby (Jordon) Henri of 
Leoville, SK; Corinne (Stan) 
Turgeon of Turtle Lake, SK 
& children: Jordan (Janelle) 
Turgeon of Lloydminster, 
AB & great-grandsons: Ellis 
and Rhodes, Shawn Turgeon 
& Fiancé, Luke Thwaites 
of Squamish, BC; Kathleen 
(Vince) Martinello of Mont 
Nebo, SK & children: Justin 
Mueller of Saskatoon, SK, 
Megan (Steve) Blackwell 
of Kitchener, ON, Jason 
(Lindsay) Mueller of 

Brantford, ON; Christine 
(Corey) Penner of Glenbush, 
SK & children: Brittany 
(Adam) Kotun of Spiritwood, 
SK & great-grandsons: 
Zayden, Huxley, and Sawyer, 
Brett (Katie) Penner of 
Glenbush, SK and great-
grandson, Maverick; Melody 
Laventure of Lloydminster, 
AB & children:  Brecken, 
Tyson and Ashton.

Mom was predeceased by 
her parents: Walter and Mary 
Kuchta; daughter, Stephanie; 
her first husband, Norman 
McGratten; her spouse, 
Dymtro Lychak; sister, 
RoseMarie; three great-
granddaughters: Kinsley 
Laventure, Hannah and 
Chloe Penner.

Memorial donations 
in memory of Mrs. Karin 
McGratten may be directed 
to the Rose Gill Lodge - Po 
Box 157 Rabbit Lake, SK S0M 
2L0

Funeral arrangements were 
entrusted to Trevor Watts of 
Eternal Memories Funeral 
Service & Crematorium.

Karin McGrattenElla Mae Leach (née Reilly)
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ELECTRICIAN

Residential, Commercial 
& Agricultural 

Wiring & Trenching
Skid Steer Service

Jake Verbonac 
306-747-9073

Serving Shellbrook 
& Surrounding area

&J H Electric

FUNERAL SERVICES

Courteous, professional,
reliable, plumbing, heating,

gas fitting services

Ph: 306-747-4332
Shellbrook, Sask.

PLUMBING

Your Guide to
Home Services &
Repair Professionals

HEARING

Call today for your 
 Hearing Test!

1-306-883-3997
Hearing Aid Sales and Services

101 Main Street, Spiritwood

HEARING CENTRE

LAWYER

Law Office
DELBERT DYNNA

100A - 10th St. East
Prince Albert, SK S6V 0Y7

phone (306) 764-6856
fax (306) 763-9540

Preferred areas of practice:
Wills, Estates, Real Estate

Glen Jantz
306-984-7634, Leoville

gcjantz@gmail.com
Licenced & Bonded
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Call today for your 
 Hearing Test!

1-306-883-3997
Hearing Aid Sales and Services

101 Main Street, Spiritwood

HEARING CENTRE

HEARING

CONSTRUCTION
 

 
 

Your Local New Home Builder 
• General Contractor 

• New Homes - Design/Build 
 

Serving Spiritwood & 
surrounding area 

 

Office - 306-883-1500 
Cell – 306-883-7003 

Murray Loewen 
 

 

 
 

Your Local New Home Builder 
• General Contractor 

• New Homes - Design/Build 
 

Serving Spiritwood & 
surrounding area 

 

Office - 306-883-1500 
Cell – 306-883-7003 

Murray Loewen 
 

ACCOUNTING

Weberg 
Accounting

Services
Andrea Weberg 

CPTP, DFA-TSS

306-747-2244 
Shellbrook

ADVERTISE HERE

This Space Is 
Waiting For You

Keep Your Business In 
The Public Eye And A 

Quick Reference At Your 
Customer’s Finger Tips.

Call Today:
306-747-2442
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ADVERTISE HERE

This Space Is 
Waiting For You

Keep Your Business In 
The Public Eye And A 

Quick Reference At Your 
Customer’s Finger Tips.

Call Today:
306-747-2442

TRUCKING

Grain, Fertilizer, or Pellet Hauling
Call/Text: 780-872-3324

Email: Northcountry06@outlook.com
Owners: Ed & Faryn Anderson

P Construction Ltd.
Spiritwood, SK

306-883-7305
Equipment Rentals Available

• 5 tonne Zoom Boom
• 10 tonne Zoom Boom
• Skidsteers
• Excavator

Call for pricing & 
bookings! Ask for Paul

CONSTRUCTION

FUNERAL SERVICES

“Faces you know, people you trust at a time you need them the most”

306-747-2828 (24 hrs.)
101 Railway Ave. W., Shellbrook, SK

Monument Sales & Pre-arrangements Available
Shellbrook – Spiritwood – Big River – Debden  

Prince Albert – Canwood – Leask 
www.beaulacfuneralhome.com

INSURANCE

1-877-898-8248 (TAIT)

Shellbrook  306-747-2896
Canwood  306-468-2227
Leask  306-466-4811

email: office@taitinsurance.ca
www.taitinsurance.ca

General, Health & Hail Insurance
Motor License Issuer

Electrical Contractor
• Residential, Commercial 
& Industrial Installations

• New Builds
• Renovations

Shawn Madden
306-220-7979
maddenbroselectric@outlook.com

Spiritwood, SK

ELECTRICAL

LOCAL

REAL ESTATEREAL ESTATE

306.883.7449
Call or text

Residential | Cottage | Agricultural | Commercial

www.heathersarrazin.com

Located in Shell 
Lake and proudly 

supporting & 
serving our local 

communities!

of the Battlefords



The ClassifiedsThe Classifieds
SWNA Blanket Classifieds

Reaching over 6 million people weekly. 
Cost for 25 words:

Saskatchewan market ..............$209.00
   One Zone  ............................$86.00
   Two Zone ..........................$123.00
Alberta market .......................$269.00
Manitoba market ...................$189.00
BC market .............................$395.00
Ontario market ......................$439.00
   Western Ontario  .................$155.00   
   Central Ontario  ..................$129.00
   Eastern Ontario ..................$145.00
   Northern Ontario  ..................$90.00
Quebec market
   English ...............................$160.00
Atlantic market ......................$200.00
Across Canada  ..................$1,977.00
Also Available: Quebec (French)  ................$967.00

Career Ads
Reaching Over 600,000 People Weekly

Rates: $7.79 per agate line 
 Size: 2 col. x 2” ...................$424.00

Deadline for Booking/Material 
Friday at 4 p.m.

Contact the Shellbrook Chronicle
306-747-2442

or Email:
chads@sbchron.com

All prices plus applicable taxes. 
NOTICE

This newspaper accepts advertisements in good 
faith. We advise that it is in your interest to 
investigate offers personally. Publications by this 
paper should not be taken as an endorsement of  
the product or services offered.

Shellbrook Chronicle 
Reaching over 10,000 people weekly. 

Personal Classifieds: 
$16.00 for 20 words + 20¢ additional 

words for the 1st week. 
Additional weeks: $8.00/week + GST.

Classified Display: 
$26.25/column inch. Minimum 2 
column inches - $52.50 + GST.

For All Other Advertising 
Please Contact Our Office at:

Ph: 306-747-2442 or Fax: 306-747-3000
Email: 

news: chnews@sbchron.com
advertising: chads@sbchron.com

Phone
306-747-2442

Fax
306-747-3000

Email
chads@sbchron.com

P.O. Box 10, Shellbrook, SK S0J 2E0
Advertising Deadline - Friday: 4:00 p.m.

Subscriptions 
$80.00 + $4.00 (GST) = $84.00/year

2010 F150 4WD 
FORD SUPERCREW 
TRUCK – 4.6L En-
gine, 223,000 Kms, 
A/C, Command Start, 
AT Cooper Tires 
(2021), Hitch, 8 Ft. 
Box with Sprayed 
Liner. Serviced at 
dealership. Nice, 
clean truck. Asking 
$8,000 OBO. 306-841-
8585 2-10

BLACK ANGUS 
BULLS FOR SALE 
– by Private Treaty. 
A good selection of 
responsibly bred 
and fed 2 year olds, 
ready to work for 
you. Also develop-
ing a pen of year-
ling bulls for those 
interested for later 
use, new bloodlines 
from Power Weight; 
First Class; Big 
Time; Tour of Duty; 
Resource; and 
Upward. Reasonably 
priced. Please call 
Christopher @ West 
Cowan Apiaries 306-
469-4970 or 306-469-
7902.  21-26

BLACK AND RED 
Angus Yearling and 
2 yr. old Bulls on 
moderate growing 
ration. Adrian or 
Brian and Elaine 
Edwards, Valleyhills 
Angus – Glaslyn, SK. 
PH: 306-441-0946 or 
306-342-4407.  17-21

FOR RENT – 3 bed-
room town houses. 
Taking applications. 
Shellbrook Housing 
Authority 306-714-
7412.  2-10

SHELL LAKE 
MÉTIS LOCAL 81 
Annual General 
Meeting held at the 
Métis Hall, Shell 
Lake – March 31st, 
2022 at 7:30 pm.  5-11

REAL ESTATE

Shawna 
Schira-Kroeker

Your Local Realtor®

306-441-1625 (cell)
ssk@littleloon.ca 

www.shawnaschirakroeker.ca
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AUTOS
FOR SALE

LIVESTOCK
FOR SALE

COMING EVENTS

R & D Tax 
Service

Income Tax Prep
Co-op Building 

Centre (formerly
E & B Lumber)

511 Service Rd. East 
Shellbrook

MON. to FRI.,
9:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.
Rosalyn or Donna

306-747-4344

SERVICES

In Loving Memory of 
REYNOLD 
BERNARD 

SOMMERFELD
December 7, 1928 - 

March 5, 2015

Our dear husband, 
father, grandfather 

and great-grandfather

Time slips by and life goes on,
But from our hearts you are never gone.
We think about you always,
We talk about you too.
We have so many memories,
But we wish we still had you.

Until we meet again.
Sadly missed and forever loved, 
Lucy and Family

MEMORIAMS

A Celebration of 
Life for the late Rick 
Gunderson for-
mally of Mont Nebo/
Shellbrook District 
will take place on 
Saturday March 26, 
2022 1:30 PM at the 
Shellbrook Elks Hall.

CELEBRATION 
OF LIFE

FOR RENT

Advertising 
Deadline is

Friday
4:00 p.m.

Soils in Winter – Part II
By Patricia Hanbidge

Last week we delved into what is hap-
pening in the soil when winter arrives. 
We learned how the water within the 
soils freezes and that it is important to 
keep the frost levels from going deeper 
into the soil by ensuring our gardens 
are watered prior to freeze up. Thank-
fully, Mother Nature often takes care of 
this chore for us with late fall rains or 
early snows that melt into the soil. 

We introduced the soil food web 
which is still living below the frost 
layer there in winter. There are many 
techniques used by plants, animals 
and even the tiniest critters that al-
low them to survive the winter. Some 
animals will burrow beneath the frost 
layer in the soil and either hibernate 
or exist on stored food but some of 
the soil animals have evolved to with-
stand temperatures below freezing. 
At least five species of frogs in North 
America make their own natural an-
tifreeze which allows them to become 
completely frozen for long periods of 
time without suffering serious damage 
to their cells. Many of the soil microbes 
(bacteria and fungi) are active in win-
ter months. Studies done in Antarctica, 
show microbial life in permanently fro-
zen ground or permafrost. 

Many of our plants that are perennial 
in nature and grow in cold climates 
are also able to withstand extremely 
cold temperatures due to evolving fac-
tors. Some will develop root systems 
below the frost layer while others will 

also develop an 
a nt i f reeze -l i ke 

situation. The roots will release a lot 
of water into the surrounding soil and 
within the cells themselves a higher 
concentration of sugars and salts will 
lower the freezing point of the water 
that is still within and between the 
cells. 

Other tiny organisms within the soil 
are able to survive by living in a micro-
scopic film of water that adheres to soil 
particles. The bond energy between the 
water molecules and soil particles is so 
great that the thin layer of water does 
not freeze even at extremely low tem-
peratures. The microbes living within 
this unfrozen water are able to survive 
and continue to work consuming or-
ganic matter and exhaling carbon di-
oxide. It is important at this point to 
think about the fact that a handful of 
soil contains more microbes than there 
are humans on earth! Being confront-
ed with facts that are incomprehensi-
ble, we are getting into the real science 
of soil!

Microbes, like bacteria and fungi, 
need food and energy to live. They de-
pend on soil for their homes and their 
work is to decompose organic matter 
as well as weather rocks and miner-
als which provides nutrients within 
the soil in a form that plants can use. 
Many species of fungi will overwinter 
in the form of spores which, as the soil 
warms, they begin to sprout, send-
ing out masses of thread-like hyphae. 
Fungi recycle chemical elements that 

would otherwise remain locked up in 
dead plants and animals. Some de-
compose plant debris as they utilize 
the carbon and energy that come from 
the breakdown of dead and decaying 
plants. Bacteria perform a wide range 
of chemical transformations which are 
critical to growing and maintaining a 
healthy food supply. These millions of 
different microbes that live in the soil 
create a biodiversity that is in the most 
part beneficial to human health. It is 
our job to ensure that we do our part to 
keep our soils healthy! 

A soil that is rich in organic matter 
helps these microorganisms to over-
winter without harm. Recently, it was 
discovered that archaea microorgan-
isms are likely the most ancient living 
things on earth. They have been found 
in every known environment including 
Yellowstone’s hot springs to ice floes in 
the Arctic. As they can live and repro-
duce in extraordinarily harsh ecolo-
gies, they are called extremophiles or 
lovers of the extreme!

Watch next week for the final article 
devoted to soils in winter and learn 
about how to keep your soil healthy 
and the role that larger organisms play 
in the soil food web. 

Hanbidge is the Lead Horticultur-
ist with Orchid Horticulture. Find us 
at www.orchidhort.com; by email at 
info@orchidhort.com; on facebook @
orchidhort and on instagram at #or-
chidhort.
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After nearly two years of 
COVID-related public health 
measures, it’s back to life as nor-
mal in Saskatchewan.

Saskatchewan has become the 
first province in Canada to lift all 
COVID-19 restrictions as it tran-
sitions to treating the virus like a 
common respiratory illness.

The Saskatchewan Party gov-
ernment on Monday removed 
its two remaining pandemic 
health orders, which included 
mandatory masking in indoor 
public places and a requirement 
to self-isolate for five days if pos-
itive for the infection.

The province had previously 
scrapped its vaccine passport 
mandate on Feb. 14, and shifted 
from daily to weekly reporting 
of COVID-19 data.

Dr. Saqib Shahab, the province 
chief medical health officer, said 
residents should be optimistic, 
but added that people who have 
not had a vaccine booster shot 
should get one.

“Booster shots are extremely 

protective against hospitaliza-
tions,” Shahab said. “The best 
thing we can do for ourselves, 
and reduce pressure in the 
health-care system, is to get 
boosted.”

So far, Saskatchewan is one 
of the provinces with the lowest 
uptake on booster shots in Can-
ada, and immunization rates 
appeared to be declining as the 
province stripped away all pub-
lic health measures.

In the weekly EPI report for 
Feb. 6 to 12, just 11,000 first or 
second boosters were adminis-
tered. Comparatively, the weekly 
report for Feb. 13 to 19 reported 
7,600 booster doses being ad-
ministered.

As of Feb. 20, 51.28 per cent of 
Saskatchewan residents aged 18 
and over had received a boost-
er, putting the province ahead 
of Alberta, which is well below 
the national average at 44.5 per 
cent.

The last weekly report before 
all measures were dropped also 

showed a decline in hospitaliza-
tions, with 372 people in hospi-
tal compared to 410 the week 
prior, and 27 ICU admissions 
compared to 32. Deaths also 
dipped to 37 from 42 in the week 
of Feb. 6 to 12.

Though all public health mea-
sures have been removed, the 
province is keeping its emer-
gency order in place to allow it 
to shuffle around healthcare 
personnel to meet any surge de-
mands.

In the meantime, Dr. Shahab 
is urging Saskatchewan resi-
dents to be cautious, especially 
around those who may be at 
higher risk.

“Sometimes it may be some-
one in class or you are visiting 
someone that’s immune sup-
pressed or has other risk factors, 
just being extra careful around 
them,” he said. “I will still keep 
my best mask and wear it in 
crowded, indoor locations if 
it’s not with people I’m usually 
with.” 

On the same day the province’s 
final public health measures 
were lifted, the Saskatchewan 
Health Authority announced 
that long-term care homes will 
begin to move to open family 
presence, with the exception 
of a small number of homes 
where enhanced precautions are 
deemed necessary by the local 
medical health officer. 

“This return to pre-pandemic 
family presence protocols pro-
vides the opportunity for all res-
idents to welcome more family 
and visitors,” the SHA said in a 
release. “Family members/sup-
port people are essential to the 
well-being and care of residents, 
and the SHA has remained com-
mitted to allowing as much fam-
ily presence as safely possible 
throughout the pandemic.”

The SHA says outbreaks in 
long-term care facilities will 
continue to be managed on a 
case-by-case basis, with the 
commitment to maintaining a 
minimum of essential family 

presence with additional pre-
cautions — an approach it says is 
more closely aligned to outbreak 
management for other commu-
nicable diseases. 

The SHA also says homes 
will continue to maintain safe-
ty protocols, and processes will 
remain in place for enhanced 
protocols when necessary (for 
example, if an outbreak is de-
clared). The SHA will continue 
to use information from resi-
dents and families through the 
Family Presence Expert Panel to 
guide decision-making as they 
transition to Living with COVID 
takes place.

As of Feb. 22, 55 per cent of 
SHA long-term care homes (in-
cluding affiliates) had already 
transitioned to recovery family 
presence, accepting additional 
family and visitors, which is part 
of the progression to open fami-
ly presence.

The status of all long-term 
care facilities can be found on 
the SHA’s website.
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Sask. COVID mandates come to an end

Sask., Feds continue crop insurance support
Federal Agriculture and Agri-Food 

Minister Marie-Claude Bibeau and Sas-
katchewan Agriculture Minister David 
Marit have announced details of the 2022 
Crop Insurance Program.

“The resilience and determination that 
prairie producers have shown through 
this incredibly challenging year is an in-
spiration to all Canadians,” said Bibeau. 
“The drought of 2021 demonstrated the 
value in risk management programs, 
such as Saskatchewan’s Crop Insurance, 
to ensure producers have the best cov-
erage to meet their needs. I encourage 
producers to continue to subscribe to 
government programs and private insur-
ance that will protect their crops against 
ongoing climate-related challenges.”

“Reflected through the historically high 
claim year, the challenges Saskatchewan 
farmers and ranchers faced during the 
2021 growing season reinforces the im-
portance of our Business Risk Manage-
ment Programs,” Marit said. “The Crop 
Insurance Program remains an actuar-
ial sound program, with strong funding. 
Producers can continue to rely on the 
support, coverage and flexibility of the 
Crop Insurance Program, as they work 
toward the future of their operation.”

Saskatchewan Crop Insurance Corpo-
ration (SCIC) continues to provide rele-
vant pricing and coverage levels. Average 

coverage will reach a record level of $405 
per acre, due to higher commodity pric-
es and increased yield coverage. Due to 
this year’s 48 per cent increase in cover-
age, the average total premium is higher, 
at $12.05 per acre, compared to $8.59 in 
2021. The average premium rate is lower, 
due to the strong production in 2020. As 
there is a one-year lag when calculating 
premium rates, 2021 production is not 
used until 2023.

“We appreciate the changes to these 
programs for 2022-23,” SARM President 
Ray Orb said. “SARM has always valued 
working with the Saskatchewan Crop In-
surance Corporation and the Ministry of 
Agriculture to make programs better for 
our producers and looks forward to that 
continued collaboration in the future.”

Last year, producers faced a provin-
cial-wide drought, resulting in reduced 
available moisture to pasture and hay 
land. In response to experiencing ex-
treme heat temperatures and dry grow-
ing conditions, a heat adjustment factor 
was added to rainfall data used in claim 
calculations for the Forage and Corn 
Rainfall Insurance programs. When 
temperatures reach 31 degrees Celsius or 
higher, precipitation amounts are now re-
duced in the ‘monthly per cent of normal’ 
calculation. This adjustment helps recog-
nize the impact of extreme heat on forage 

and corn yields.
“Business risk management programs 

are critical tools for producers to address 
market volatility and severe weather con-
ditions,” Saskatchewan Stock Growers 
Association President Kelcy Elford said. 
“We appreciate SCIC responding to pro-
ducers needs to make coverage levels 
more reflective of increased forage costs 
and to adjust for moisture loss due to ex-
treme heat.”

With the Contract Price Option, pro-
ducers can use their contract prices to 
blend with the Crop Insurance base 
price for higher coverage. This allows 
producers to establish an insured price 
reflective of the actual market value they 
would receive for their production. New 
for 2022, this price option is available on 
all commercial crops. New crops add-
ed include fababeans, Khorasan wheat, 
fall and spring rye, sunflowers, triticale, 
winter wheat, extra strong wheat, hard 
white wheat, all classes of chickpeas, car-
away, irrigated dry beans and soybeans. 
Producers can select the crops they want 
covered under the Contract Price Option 
by March 31, 2022, and submit their con-
tracts to SCIC by May 31, 2022.

“We appreciate the changes SCIC has 
made to the Contract Price Option,” Sas-
katchewan Pulse Growers Chair Shaun 
Dyrland said. “It could be an attractive 

option for pulse growers with the new 
inclusion of chickpeas, soybeans and 
fababeans.”

March 31, 2022, is the deadline to ap-
ply, reinstate or cancel their Crop Insur-
ance contract. Producers must select in-
sured crops and coverage levels or make 
additional changes by this date. Produc-
ers can speak to their local SCIC office 
to make any changes or coverage will re-
main the same as the previous year. 

SCIC provides a diverse and relevant 
suite of risk management programs: 
AgriStability, Crop Insurance and Live-
stock Price Insurance. Producers can 
reduce their risk by reviewing all SCIC 
options to find the right insurance and 
coverage package for their operation. For 
more information, contact a local SCIC 
office, call 1-888-935-0000 or visit scic.
ca.

Crop Insurance is a federal-provin-
cial-territorial Business Risk Manage-
ment program under the Canadian 
Agricultural Partnership. Under Crop 
Insurance, premiums for most programs 
are shared 40 per cent by participating 
producers, 36 per cent by the Govern-
ment of Canada and 24 per cent by the 
Government of Saskatchewan. Adminis-
trative expenses are fully funded by gov-
ernments, 60 per cent by Canada and 40 
per cent by Saskatchewan.

Support the local businesses that keep your community and its newspapers thriving.

PUT YOUR MONEY  
WHERE YOUR HOUSE IS  
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