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Shellbrook re-signs with PAREDA

Greg Ermine, Chief of Sturgeon Lake First Nation, signs the PAREDA MOU during a ceremony held at Prince Albert City Hall last Thursday. 
 Photo: Michael Oleksyn

Three years after it helped found The 
Prince Albert Regional Economic De-
velopment Alliance (PAREDA) along-
side the City of Prince Albert, the Rural 
Municipality of Prince Albert, and Pe-
ter Ballantyne Developments LP, Shell-
brook Mayor Amund Otterson says 
there’s still clear benefits for Shellbrook 
in being involved in the alliance.

“We do serve as a bedroom commu-
nity, and a lot of Prince Albert activities 
affect us, such as changes in business-
es and those kinds of things,” Otterson 
said. “It’s a way of being informed about 
what’s going in the region, and certain-
ly some things that will affect us, for 
instance recent developments in the 
lumber industry.”

Founded in March 2019, PARE-
DA has spent much of the past three 

years getting its ducks in a row. Call-
ing these past three years a learning 
experience for all involved, Otterson 
says he’s pleased with the way PARE-
DA has grown through its infancy and 
under the management of CEO Ashley 
Charles.

“Our [financial] contribution is not 
huge, so I think we definitely get good 
value for that just in being informed 
and knowing what’s going on,” he said 
(PAREDA members contribute on a 
per capita basis, meaning Shellbrook’s 
membership costs $5,000 per year).

With the initial PAREDA memoran-
dum of understanding (MOU) having 
expired on Dec. 31, 2021, all four found-
ing members gathered last Thursday to 
renew their membership in the alliance 
and extend the MOU until the end of 

2024. The alliance also welcomed two 
new members: Sturgeon Lake First Na-
tion, and the Métis Nation of Saskatch-
ewan (MN-S).

“I’m pleased to see that Sturgeon 
Lake First Nation has joined along with 
the Métis Nation of Saskatchewan,” Ot-
terson said. “That’s a good step forward 
with respect to reconciliation and ac-
knowledgement. I’m looking forward to 
getting to know those folks a little bet-
ter, and hopefully there are some com-
mon interests we can work towards.”

Greg Ermine, Chief of Sturgeon Lake 
First Nation, thinks having more part-
ners at the table benefits everyone.

“It’s about inclusion,” Ermine said. 
“The more people that we bring to the 
table collectively to discuss the fu-
ture growth occurring and the future 

growth of the PA region, obviously, bet-
ter results can come of that.

“A number of organizations are in-
volved with the long-term planning of 
PAREDA, so we are just excited to bring 
value to that,” he added.

Ermine explained that groups like to 
talk about where the Prince Albert re-
gion will be in the years and decades to 
come. He said it’s important for Stur-
geon Lake to be part of that discussion.

Sturgeon Lake First Nation is located 
around a half hour from Prince Albert 
and has a population of 3,000 regis-
tered band members. Ermine said the 
majority of members live on reserve. 
However, a large percentage live in 
Prince Albert and other Saskatchewan 
cities.

Continued on page 2
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Ermine estimates between 400 and 500 

are Prince Albert residents. With the prox-
imity of the reserve, the community has 
many people who do business in Prince 
Albert and are employed in the city.

Sturgeon Lake First Nation also oper-
ates the Tipi Fuel and Convenience Store 
in Prince Albert, which is owned by Stur-
geon Lake Development Corporation, the 
Sturgeon Lake Office Complex, and it is a 
partner in Glenmor Equipment.

“If we can have a part in planning [the 
future of the Prince Albert region], and at 
least provide some input and insights and 
ideas, and if we multiply that by a number 
of other organizations, a number of other 
brains, I think that obviously better re-
sults can come,” Ermine said. “We are just 

really excited about where PA is going but 
we are also excited about bringing value to 
that again.” 

Ermine believes that the diversity of 
partners and perspectives will also be a 
benefit.

 “I don’t think any one person brings the 
exact same opinions or thoughts as the 
next person. Obviously, anyone that can 
come to a table and bring value. It only 
helps the larger picture of moving our re-
gion forward economically,” Ermine said.

MN-S President and President and Eco-
nomic Development Minister Glen McCal-
lum sees the benefit of working as a group 
rather than as individuals.

He says the partnership could be a big 
benefit to the small businesses owned 
and operated by Métis residents of Prince 

Albert. Like Ermine, he said it’s better to 
work together to improve the region, rath-
er than have everyone do their own thing.

“This is an opportunity for us in this 
region that our people are involved in,” 
he said. “Opportunities can be had more 
likely than if we are working independent-
ly. For me, as the president of the Métis 
Nation, I compliment the City of Prince 
Albert in regards to the Prince Albert 
economic development group to be able 
to come together and have the different 
players that are part of it to be able to have 
that strong voice and create opportunity,” 
he said.

McCallum said that both he and Er-
mine were representing their members’ 
interests in economic development in the 
region. They think the agreement can cap-

italize on mining and forestry interests. 
McCallum said that it also creates a fam-
ily of people that have the same interest in 
economic development in the region.

He added that the MN-S has worked 
hard to add 25,000 people to their registry 
over the last number of years, pushing it 
to 80,000. He believes there are close to 
8,000 Métis people in Prince Albert.

McCallum said that businesses would be 
interested in collaborating with the forest-
ry and mining sectors.

“We need to have all of our groups come 
together and plan a process so we can bet-
ter engage. That’s the opportunity we have 
here,” he said.

With files from PA Daily Herald local 
journalism initiative reporter Michael 
Oleksyn
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The Shellbrook Royal Pur-
ple is shining the spotlight 
on brain injury, and hop-
ing to make children more 
aware of the importance of 
protecting their brains, by 
encouraging them to partic-
ipate in the Canadian Royal 
Purple Brain Injury Preven-
tion Poster Contest.

The contest is open to stu-
dents in Grades 1 through 
8, with the competition 
split into four age groups of 
two grades each. Prizes are 
awarded for the top three 
entries in each age group, 
starting at $40 for first 
place, $30 for second place, 
and $25 for third place in 
the local contest. The top 
three entries move from the 
local contest to the provin-
cial competition, and have 
a chance to reach nationals.

The Shellbrook Royal 
Purple hosted the local Ca-
nadian Royal Purple Brain 
Injury Prevention Poster 
Contest last Thursday, and 
tasked Shellbrook Mayor 

Amund Otterson, Pastor 
Chris Dean, and Cpl. T. 
McDonald of the Ahtahka-
koop-Shellbrook RCMP De-
tachment with judging the 
entries, which came from 
Shellbrook and Leask.

After much deliberation, 
the judges named Grade 
2 student Nola Donahue 
from Leask as the top prize 
winner in the Grade 1-2 
age group. Completing the 
Leask sweep, Olivia Brad 
earned second place and 
Andy Jiang finished in third.

In the Grade 3-4 age 
group, Shellbrook Grade 
4 student Addisyn Knaus 
claimed the top prize, fol-
lowed by Shellbrook Grade 4 
students Jayden Nelson and 
Gwyn Phan in second and 
third place, respectively.

Finally, Grade 5 student 
Jeremiah Pichula of Shell-
brook took first place in the 
Grade 5-6 age group. Myla 
Henry and Tyson Hrechka, 
both Grade 5 students from 
Shellbrook as well, finished 

in second and third place.
“It’s to get children to re-

alize how important it is 
to wear a helmet,” Shell-
brook Royal Purple member 
Elaine Perkins says of the 
contest.

The cause of brain injury 
awareness is a personal one 
for Perkins, whose grandson 
has had to rebuild his life in 
the wake of a car accident 
that left him with a serious 
brain injury.

“He wouldn’t have worn a 
helmet in the car, but I see 
kids going up and down the 
streets with no helmets,” 
she said. “Or I see children 
with helmets on sometimes, 
but the parents without hel-
mets. If something happens 
to the parents, who’s going 
to look after those kids? It 
doesn’t make sense.”

Brain Injury has now be-
come the national cause for 
the Canadian Royal Pur-
ple. However, Royal Purple 
chapters in Saskatchewan, 
including the Shellbrook 

chapter, have been work-
ing with the Saskatchewan 
Brain Injury Association 
(SBIA) to bring awareness 
to “how important it is to 
protect your melon” for 
years.

“We also raise money for 
the SBIA,” Perkins said, 

noting that $150,000 has 
been raised over the past six 
years. “It goes to material for 
awareness, but a majority of 
it goes back to caregivers 
and survivors, so that they 
can attend retreats, camps, 
and different functions they 
don’t get out to do because 
they can’t afford it. They’ve 
lost their jobs. They’ve lost 
everything.”

Locally, the Canadian 
Royal Purple Brain Injury 
Prevention Poster Contest 
would have run prior to this 
year, if the COVID-19 pan-
demic hadn’t derailed ev-
erything.

While she was delighted 
to see the number of entries 
in this year’s contest, Per-
kins hopes it will continue 
to grow year after year. She 
also plans to reach out to 
other communities in the 
Shellbrook area, including 
Hutterite colonies, to get 
them on board and spread 
further awareness of brain 
injuries.

In the meantime, the 
Shellbrook Royal Purple is 
gearing up to host the pro-
vincial level of the Canadian 
Royal Purple Brain Injury 
Prevention Poster Contest 
on April 23.

Shellbrook Mayor Amund Otterson, Pastor Chris Dean, Cpl. T. McDonald of 
the Ahtahkakoop-Shellbrook RCMP Detachment deliberate over entries in 
the local Canadian Royal Purple Brain Injury Prevention Poster Contest.
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Fri., MAY 13, SPIDER-MAN: NO WAY HOME

Fri., MAY 27, PEACEFUL
Doors Open 6:30 p.m.   Showtime 7 p.m.  Cost is $5
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www.boechlerschiraauction.com

BOECHLER-SCHIRA AUCTIONEERING
Prov. Lic. #335992       Box 552, Spiritwood, SK

Harlan and Fran Sabraw 
Saturday, April 23, 2022 – 10:00 am 

Debden, SK
Check our website or Facebook for more details

For all your sale inquiries or to book a sale
Contact Kelly @ 306-386-7110 or Marlene @ 306-883-8610

*Kms and price in thousands. Taxes not included in price.

Toll Free 1-800-667-3353
#2 Highway West, Watrous, SK DL907154

www.centennialford.sk.ca

PICK OF 
THE WEEK

(0045UF) 

2016 EXPLORER 
XLT AWD 

3.5L-V6/ Kylss Entry/ Rmt Strt/ 
SYNC/ BLIS/ Rvrs Snsng/

Rvrs Cmr/ Caribou     
146kms*    

$29,995*

Town of Blaine Lake
Assessment Roll Notice

Notice is hereby given that the assessment roll for 
the Town of Blaine Lake for the year of 2022 has been 
prepared and is open to inspection in the office of 
the Assessor BY APPOINTMENT ONLY from 8:00 
a.m. to 12:00 noon and 1:00 to 4:00 p.m., Monday to 
Thursday, April 8th to May 8th, 2022.

Any person who wishes to appeal against his or 
her assessment is required to file his or her notice 
of appeal with: The Assessor, Town of Blaine Lake, 
Box 10, Blaine Lake, SK S0J 0J0 by the 8th day of May, 
2022.

Dated this 8th day of April, 2022

Kristina Friesen, Assessor

Shellbrook Royal Purple hosts brain injury poster contest



The Village of Canwood 
has been forced to reverse 
course on years-old plans to 
upgrade the Canwood Curl-
ing Rink and will instead be 
demolishing the facility lat-
er this year.

Council for the village 
made the difficult decision, 
after receiving feedback 
from the Canwood Curling 
Rink Club and from rate-
payers through a survey, at 
its regular meeting on Feb. 
16.

The Village of Canwood’s 
original plan was to demol-
ish and rebuild the por-
tion of the building over 
the three sheets of curling 
ice and add a concrete ice 
surface to allow the rink to 
function as a year-round, 
multi-use facility.

The project carried a price 
tag of about $450,000, with 
up to $329,985 expected to 
be covered by the provincial 
and federal governments 
through an Investment in 
Canada Infrastructure Pro-
gram (ICIP) grant.

When the project and 
grant funding were an-
nounced in the fall of 
2020, Village of Canwood 
administrator Erin Rober-
ston says the project was 
deemed necessary because 
the arch rib rafters of the 
rink, which was officially 
opened in 1967 and built 
mainly using volunteer 
labour, were rotting and 
found to be unsafe to use. 

While the roof over the 
ice area was deteriorating, 
the portion over the view-
ing area was ruled safe. 
Robertson said the new 
structure would have sim-
ply been attached to the 
viewing area.

With the village’s plans 
for the curling rink rebuild 
all set, mother nature de-
cided to intervene. On Jan. 
4, 2021, a large accumu-
lation of snow on the roof 
over the ice surface area 
caused the roof to collapse.

Once the site was cleaned 
up, the Village of Canwood 
brought in structural en-
gineers to re-examine the 
facility. Through their ex-
amination, the engineers 
determined that the col-
lapse had potentially put 
pressure on the remaining 
viewing area. Their rec-
ommendation was not to 
re-construct a facility at-
tached to the existing view-
ing area and footings.

Meanwhile, the Village of 
Canwood also discovered 
it wouldn’t be technically 
or economically feasible to 
fix any potential problems 
with the viewing area’s roof.

“With the determination 
that the initial project scope 
was no longer an option, the 

Village of Canwood Council 
along with the Canwood 
Curling Rink Club exam-
ined various options for the 
project’s success, however, 
it came down to feasibility,” 
Robertson explained.

“The federal and provin-
cial governments would 
have had to approve a scope 
change and, no matter the 
rebuild option pursued, the 
bottom line was the project 
would only receive fund-
ing in the initial approved 
amount.”

While exploring its op-
tions for the rink, the vil-
lage received estimates 
that it would cost about $1 
million to reconstruct a 
new curling rink, leaving 
the community on the hook 
for about $670,000 of the 
bill (in the absence of other 
grant funding).

Before making any final 
decisions, Council for the 
Village of Canwood con-
sulted the Canwood Curling 
Rink Club and mailed out 
surveys to 150 homes in the 
mailing area. Just 28 re-
sponses were received.

“The comments were var-
ied. However, the majority 
of the responses believed 
that it was not in the best 
interest of the communi-
ty to continue to pursue 
building a new curling rink 
facility, funding and partic-
ipation being the most cited 

reasoning,” Robertson said.
“Taking all above into 

consideration, the Village 
of Canwood Council made 
the difficult decision to not 
proceed with the project 
and cancel the funding that 
was approved solely for this 
purpose,” she added. “Later 
this year, the village plans 
to demolish the remaining 
viewing area, footings and 
level the site.” 

With the Village of Can-
wood’s plans derailed, 
Canwood Curling Club 
president Grant Person 
says the plan is to continue 
curling once a week at the 
Canwood Memorial Are-
na, and to keep putting on 
special events like the Nat-

ural Arena Ice Champion-
ship Bonspiel and possibly 
other bonspiels. Students 
from Canwood Communi-
ty School are also likely to 
keep coming out to curl as 
part of an after school pro-
gram.

The Club also has plans 
to do some upgrades to 
the rink, so it’s easier to 
prepare the ice and more 
user-friendly for curlers. 
This may include making a 
wider opening in the boards 
so that the scraper, curling 
rocks, and scoreboards can 
be more easily moved on 
and off the ice. Some level-
ing of the sand surface will 

also likely happen this sum-
mer.

“Even if we would have 
been able to re-build, there 
would be the constant 
fundraising that would be 
needed in order to cover 
the utility bills, insurance 
and upkeep of a new facili-
ty,” Person said of the deci-
sion not to rebuild, noting 
there’s also a lot more red 
tape that limits volunteer-
ism. 

“The heart was there, but 
people could not justify the 
cost for a new building, es-
pecially when the project 
would have been a total 
rebuild costing at least $1 

million,” he added.
Though he’s as disap-

pointed as anyone that 
the rink won’t be rebuilt, 
Person is choosing to see 
the silver lining in the sit-
uation. True, the natural 
ice isn’t up to “Brier quali-
ty,” but there was only one 
night where the ice was 
affected by warm weath-
er this past winter. What’s 
more, by curling at the Me-
morial Arena, fees can be 
kept lower, meaning more 
people may come out to give 
curling a try.

Person says there are also 
an endless number of rink 
memories that will continue 
to live on long after the rink 
is demolished this summer.

“There was more to the 
curling rink than curling,” 
he said. “It was a gathering 
place for so many people.”

Person says part of the 
rink will live on for years 
to come. The Curling Club 
is donating the ice plant to 
the Shell Lake Curling Club, 
which is currently fundrais-
ing to rebuild its rink after 
the Shell Lake Curling Rink 
burnt down last summer.

“But the greatest part of 
the rink will remain in the 
hearts and memories of all 
that crossed through the 
doors of the [rink],” Person 
said.
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Canwood abandons curling rink rebuild plans

The roof of the Canwood Curling Rink collapsed on Jan. 4, 2021, after an 
accumulation of snow. A little over a year later, the Village of Canwood has 
abandoned plans to rebuild the facility.

22042BS4
TAX ENFORCEMENT LIST

TOWN OF SHELLBROOK
PROVINCE OF SASKATCHEWAN

Notice is hereby given under The Tax Enforcement Act that 
unless the arrears and costs appearing opposite the land 
and title number described in the following list are fully 
paid before June 7, 2022, an interest based on a tax lien 
will be registered against the land.
Note:   A sum for costs in an amount required by subsection 
           4(3) of The Tax Enforcement Act is included in the 
           amount shown against each parcel.

* Penalty is calculated to the date of the Notice and will continue 
   to accrue as applicable.
Dated this 31st day of March, 2022
Kelly Hoare, Administrator

DESCRIPTION OF PROPERTY Title No. Total 
Arrears* Costs Total Arrears 

and Costs

LOT 6-BLK/PAR 1-PLAN M3438 EXT 28 152969417 10,307.03 32.00 10,339.03

LOT 20-BLK/PAR 1-PLAN M3438 EXT 0 152034779 2,166.31 32.00 2,198.31

LOT 13-BLK/PAR 3-PLAN M3438 EXT 0 139299036 2,899.80 32.00 2,931.80

LOT 13-BLK/PAR 13-PLAN U390 EXT 0 154308168 2,740.34 32.00 2,772.34

BLK/PAR 51-PLAN 101718097 EXT 10
BLK/PAR 53-PLAN 101718075 EXT 11
BLK/PAR 52-PLAN 101718086 EXT 10

152646701
152646723
152646712

2,102.29 32.00 2,134.29

LOT 6-BLK/PAR 23-PLAN CM4311 EXT 0 135008063 1,798.03 32.00 1,830.03

LOT 9-BLK/PAR 3-PLAN M2393 EXT 0 151235984 4,152.96 32.00 4,184.96

LOT 14-BLK/PAR 2-PLAN Q508 EXT 0 145454913 1,936.63 32.00 1,968.63

LOT 15-BLK/PAR 2-PLAN Q508 EXT 0 145454957 4,306.10 32.00 4,338.10

LOT 2-BLK/PAR 1-PLAN Q508 EXT 0 145639626 2,264.06 32.00 2,296.06

LOT 5-BLK/PAR 4-PLAN Q508 EXT 0 145155999 2,349.07 32.00 2,381.07

LOT 6-BLK/PAR 32-PLAN 78PA14231 EXT 0 128936212 2,200.34 32.00 2,232.34

LOT 9-BLK/PAR 35-PLAN 80PA13614 EXT 0
LOT 10-BLK/PAR 35-PLAN 80PA13614 EXT 0

153352863
153352874 4,955.02 32.00 4,987.02

LOT 3-BLK/PAR 33-PLAN 80PA06794 EXT 0 116634876 2,358.19 32.00 2,390.19

LOT 8-BLK/PAR 52-PLAN 102108642 EXT 0 153061781 6,193.68 32.00 6,225.68

LOT 11-BLK/PAR 52-PLAN 102108642 EXT 0 152906249 3,575.56 32.00 3,607.56

LOT 14-BLK/PAR 2-PLAN 77PA23241 EXT 0 148857575 2,413.19 32.00 2,445.19



When the Saskatchewan 
Party was established in 
1997, its founders must have 
thought themselves quite 
clever.

Few people in the world are 
more proud of where they 
come from than the people of 
Saskatchewan. Naming their 
new party the Saskatchewan 
Party, then, was a way to po-
sition the Sask. Party as the 
true party of the province.

It took 10 years for the Sask. 
Party to catch on with voters. 
But now, it seems like it’s be-
come Saskatchewan’s natural governing 
party. 

Unfortunately for the people of Sas-
katchewan, however, any pretense or 
promise that the Sask. Party might be 
the true party of the people is long for-
gotten.

If you doubt this, consider a recent 
exchange from Question Period in the 
Legislature, in which NDP MLA Matt 
Love rose to question the government 
about the cancellation of a housing sub-
sidy for seniors. 

Though not responsible for the seniors 
portfolio, Sask. Party MLA Jeremy Har-
rison rose to respond, making petty, 
schoolyard jokes about the NDP’s recent 
loss of a seat and its leader, Ryan Meili.

This was Harrison’s only possible re-
tort, because he knows the Sask. Party 
has no leg to stand on where its record 
with seniors is concerned. 

True, the end of this particular hous-
ing subsidy for seniors was planned 
(a result of a mortgage maturing on 
a number of housing units), but what 
of the myriad other ways in which the 
Sask. Party has failed seniors and con-
tinues to fail them?

The Sask. Party no doubt patted itself 
on the back when it released its 2022-
2023 budget, which contained a $30 per 
month increase to Senior’s Income Plan 
benefits. Certainly, in the face of soaring 
inflation and costs of living, this paltry 
increase will ensure our seniors enjoy 
the highest quality of life.

But the Sask. Party’s record is even 
worse when we look at healthcare and 
long-term care. 

Under 15 years of this government, 
long-term care facilities have too often 

become associated with death 
and negligence. And, at every 
turn, this government has 
found ways to make these fa-
cilities less safe for seniors 
and resisted repeated calls to 
implement minimum stan-
dards of care.

At no point was this more 
deadly than the early days 
of the COVID-19 pandemic, 
when an outbreak at the Ex-
tendicare Parkside facility 
resulted in 42 deaths.  Sure, 
Extendicare Parkside was a 
private facility, but the gov-

ernment was aware of its many prob-
lems as early as 2013 and, like the facili-
ty’s owners, it opted to do nothing.

If the Sask. Party isn’t the government 
of seniors, perhaps it looks better when 
it comes to healthcare?

Hardly. From 2018 on, the province 
has seen a steady decline in practicing 
family physicians. This was only exac-
erbated by the COVID-19 pandemic, as 
the Sask. Party government often chose 
to listen to those protesting mandates 
of any kind over the advice of medical 
professionals. 

The Sask. Party’s budget contains 
funds for the recruitment and reten-
tion of healthcare workers of all types. 
But who would want to work under a 
government that ignores their concerns 
about the pandemic and burnout among 
front-line healthcare workers?

On the surgical side, the Sask. Party 
faces a backlog of about 35,000 delayed 
procedures. The Sask. Party would like 
us to believe most (or even all) of this is 
owed to the pandemic, and the budget 
includes $21 million to tackle the wait-
list.

However, surgical wait times had 
been climbing since 2016 – just a couple 
years after the Sask. Party had complet-
ed its first initiative to tackle surgical 
wait times – making it clear the prob-
lems run deeper than the pandemic.

Oh, and this latest $21 million effort 
to tackle the surgical waitlist? It’s be-
ing funded by an expansion of the PST 
to cover tickets for big sporting events, 
concerts and professional theatre per-
formances, gym memberships, golf and 
curling memberships, and hunting and 
fishing guide fees and outfitter services. 

Yes, even after the federal government 
ponied up $60 million to address the 
problem, freeing up the Sask. Party’s 
$21 million to be invested elsewhere.

This marks the third time the PST has 
been expanded since it was increased to 
6 per cent from 5 per cent in 2017.

But, of course, the Sask. Party’s con-
stant tax increases aren’t the real prob-
lem the people of Saskatchewan are 
facing. No, the true enemy of Saskatch-
ewan is Prime Minister Justin Trudeau 
and the federal carbon tax. 

Fortunately for Saskatchewan, the 
Sask. Party and Premier Scott Moe have 
a solution for this, too. 

Instead of letting Ottawa dole out the 
carbon tax money it rakes in through 
the Climate Action Incentive, it wants 
to takeover administration of the levy. 
When (or if) it does takeover, it’ll make 
sure a portion of those funds go into the 
coffers of energy sector corporations 
that are making progress on environ-
mental initiatives, rather than letting all 
the monies go to us regular folk as they 
currently do.

And in yet another move to help the 
people of the province, who are facing 
sky-high prices at the pumps due to the 
ongoing conflict in Ukraine, the Sask. 
Party even defeated a dastardly NDP 
motion to suspend or rebate provincial 

fuel tax collection for the first quarter of 
the 2022-2023 fiscal year.

Here, too, the real problem is Mr. 
Trudeau. After all, it’s his policies, not 
the global pandemic or Russia’s invasion 
of Ukraine, that are responsible for the 
cost of living increases, inflation, and oil 
and gas shortages we’re experiencing.

A government offering the lowest 
minimum wage in the country shouldn’t 
lecture anyone about making life unaf-
fordable.

A government running a province in 
which 26.1 per cent of children (and 18.8 
per cent of all people) live in poverty 
shouldn’t lecture anyone about making 
life unaffordable.

A government that wants to take mon-
ey out of the pockets of people and give 
it to corporations shouldn’t lecture any-
one about making life unaffordable.

A government that decries the federal 
carbon tax’s impact on fuel prices, but 
refuses to ease or suspend its own fuel 
taxes to help its people, shouldn’t lecture 
anyone about making life unaffordable.

A government that refuses, at ev-
ery turn, to help its most vulnerable 
shouldn’t lecture anyone about making 
life unaffordable.

It’s time, it seems, for the Sask. Par-
ty to consider a name change. Clearly, it 
doesn’t serve Saskatchewan anymore.
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Ensuring a strong and 
growing economy, the 
Government of Saskatche-
wan announced our 2022-
23 budget that bolsters 
our commitment to meet 
the needs of communities 
across the province. A re-
cord $3.2 billion in capital 
investments will focus on 
needed infrastructure like 
hospitals, schools, munic-
ipal and Crown projects, 
along with improving 
highways.

Our roadways are key 
to getting Saskatchewan 
products to market. This 
budget includes $846 mil-
lion to operate, maintain, 
build and improve over 
1,100 kilometres of roads 
and highways. We are on 
track to meet our Growth 
Plan commitments to up-
grade and build 10,000 
kilometres of the provin-
cial highway network by 
2030. We will continue 
with our plan to design and 
construct passing lanes 
and twinning projects 
to increase safety. Other 
projects include repairing 

or rebuilding 15 bridges 
and replacing 100 culverts 
around the province. 

Since 2007, our Sas-
katchewan Party govern-
ment has invested over $2 
billion to support the main-
tenance and construction 
of new healthcare facilities. 
Over the next four years, 
we will invest another $1 
billion. Capital projects for 
this year include the rede-
velopment of the Prince Al-
bert Victoria Hospital, the 
replacement of the Wey-
burn General Hospital, 

new Urgent Care Centres 
in Regina and Saskatoon, 
and long-term care centres 
throughout Saskatchewan.

Rather than closing 
schools like the NDP did, 
our government is invest-
ing in them. We have com-
mitted well over $2 billion 
towards 57 new or replace-
ment schools, as well as an-
other 30 renovation proj-
ects since 2007. With this 
budget, $170 million will 
go towards ongoing capital 
projects including 15 new 
schools and renovations to 
five existing schools. Over 
$55 million has been set 
aside for preventative and 
emergency maintenance. 
Additionally, we have cre-
ated a new $4.5 million 
Minor Capital Renewal 
Program to allow school 
divisions to prolong the life 
of schools across Saskatch-
ewan.

Our government is com-
mitted to ensuring safe, 
reliable, high-quality ser-
vices are available for the 
people of Saskatchewan. 
Over the next five years, 

our Crown Corporations 
will invest more than $8 
billion to make capital 
infrastructure improve-
ments. This year, Sask-
Power will invest a record 
$1.1 billion into upgrading 
the province’s electrical 
system. The funding will 
improve reliability, replace 
aging infrastructure and 
meet customer demand. 
Similar work will be car-
ried out by SaskEnergy, 
SaskTel, and SaskWater 
to ensure customers have 
enhanced infrastructure 
while supporting economic 
growth.

This year’s budget in-
vests nearly $292 million 
in government services 
infrastructure, including 
funding for dam and water 
supply projects, court and 
correctional capital proj-
ects, funding to modern-
ize Saskatchewan’s aerial 
wildfire suppression fleet 
and replace obsolete air-
craft. We are also funding 
capital improvements in 
Provincial Parks like Duck 
Mountain, Saskatchewan 

Landing, Candle Lake, 
Meadow Lake, Echo Valley, 
Douglas and Battlefords 
Provincial Park. The work 
planned will improve the 
visitor experience.

And municipalities will 
see more support with this 
budget. Budget 2022-23 
provides $269 million in 
transfers to municipalities 
to support infrastructure 
projects through a variety 
of programs including the 
Investing in Canada Infra-
structure Program, Can-
ada Community-Building 

Fund and the New Build-
ing Canada Fund. 

These are just some of 
the larger projects for this 
year thanks to a record 
amount of capital invest-
ment. Almost $3.2 billion, 
combined with close to $12 
billion projected for the 
next four years, will be in-
vested into capital projects. 
That is a significant step to-
ward meeting our Growth 
Plan commitment to invest 
$30 billion in infrastruc-
ture by 2030.

While other regions are 
just starting to venture 
down the road to recuper-
ating after a challenging 
two years, Saskatchewan 
is already leading the way. 
We have enjoyed an in-
creasing population, re-
cord private investment, 
record job numbers and 
expanded global interest in 
our products and services 
the world needs. Investing 
in new and existing infra-
structure is key to getting 
Saskatchewan back on 
track, and supporting long-
term growth.
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We are at a point in history 
where citizens of the world will 
need to tell government AND 
business what boundaries they 
want regarding digitalization 
of their identity. A great deal 
of our Identification is already 
digitized; however, it is not yet 
linked to a central database.

Anyone paying attention will 
notice more and more articles 
and videos being published 
about Digital ID. They general-
ly don’t talk about if, but when, 
using glowing terms about the 
benefits. This is essentially a 
drip campaign of information 
that normalizes Digital ID for society. 
There are even videos, citing conve-
nience, which show and promote the use 
of chip implants in Sweden.* 

Banks and major corporations have 
already indicated, through partnerships 
and vision statements, that they are on 
board with creating national and global 
databases. These intentions are not a se-
cret.

Interestingly, in 2018, the Canadi-
an Security Intelligence Service (CSIS) 
posted a document called “Big data and 
the social credit system: The security 
consequences”. It references the 2017 
Action Plan by the Chinese Communist 
Party (CCP) to “harness modern technol-
ogy as a means to automate its processes 
for consolidating and expanding power” 
and states “One part of the CCP’s social 
governance process is the nascent social 
credit system, which relies on technology 

to coerce and co-opt individu-
als to participate in their own 
management.

The CSIS report also warned, 
“As the social credit system 
develops and as participation 
extends, firms participating 
in joint ventures with Chinese 
companies, companies doing 
business in the PRC or indi-
viduals living in or working 
with Chinese entities, may be 
required or compelled to par-
ticipate in the system.”** (Em-
phasis mine)  

Jump ahead to November 
2021 (last edit date), the Cana-

dian Trade Commissioner Service posted 
a ‘how-to prepare’ document, offering 
businesses assistance on how to comply 
with the Chinese Corporate Social Credit 
System.*** It is not a big leap to realize 
that if Canadian business builds this into 
its framework for China, it becomes ex-
tremely easy for government to extend it 
to its’ own citizens. 

Recently, people across Canada have 
discovered that the provinces have also 
been moving ahead to participate in 
frameworks that would link an individ-
uals’ digital information on national and 
international scales.

When I asked about a Digital ID Re-
quest For Proposal (RFP) in the house on 
March 24th, 2022, SaskBuilds Minister 
Reiter stated that “Sask Service Connect 
was in some very preliminary work…in 
an effort to improve quality of life and 
access to government programs for all 

citizens of the province.” 
The minister went on to say the intent 

is to address “concerns about timelines 
like waiting on hold on the phone, line-
ups at an office.” He also stated that the 
RFP has not been awarded and that, “if 
we do decide to proceed with this, we’ll 
be extremely cautious to make sure that 
citizens’ privacy is protected.”

Our recent experience with vaccine 
passports proved that the government 
has no qualms about weaponizing a dig-
ital database. Many people experienced 
segregation, job loss, exclusion from ed-
ucational and health facilities and travel 
restrictions.

Additionally, some business owners in 
small towns, encountered 
the ridiculous require-
ment to ‘card’ the same 
customers multiple times 
a day. I am also aware of 
circumstances where the 
E-Health database sys-
tem is so rigid, that peo-
ple whose name didn’t 
exactly match the data-
base, could not be issued 
the vaxpass even if they 
wanted it.

On Thursday, March 
31st, the Regina Lead-
er-Post reported that, 
“Saskatchewan is pausing 
the process to bring a new 
digital ID into the prov-
ince after saying it’s heard 
concerns from residents.”

The so-called Digital ID 

roadmap is something that absolutely re-
quires the consent of the people. If this 
government is truly listening to the peo-
ple of Saskatchewan, it will already real-
ize that they are just fine with traditional 
forms of ID.

* h t t p s :// w w w . y o u t u b e . c o m /
watch?v=qWVQR99bXt8

**https://www.canada.ca/en/secu-
rity-intelligence-service/corporate/
publications/china-and-the-age-of-
strategic-rivalry/big-data-and-the-so-
cial-credit-system-the-security-conse-
quences.html. 

***https://www.tradecommission-
er.gc.ca/china-chine/cscs-scse.aspx-
?lang=eng

Drip, drip, drip, normalizing digital ID
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To our valued clients in Shellbrook, Big River, 
Spiritwood, Debden and surrounding areas:
As COVID-19 re-opening considerations continue, our dedicated 
lawyers at Novus Law Group continue to provide legal services to 
the communities of Shellbrook, Big River, Spiritwood and Debden 
and surrounding regions. 
PLEASE BE ADVISED our branch offices in Shellbrook and Spiritwood 
will be opening on days to be determined for in-person client 
meetings by appointment only.
For assistance during this time or to make an appointment, please 
make arrangements by contacting by phone or email Bill Cannon (for 
Shellbrook/Debden/Big River),  Shelley Cannon (for Spiritwood), or 
any of our firm’s partners or other associate lawyers.
Contact us:
By Phone: 306-922-4700  (Monday to Friday 9am–5pm)
By Email:   Bill Cannon at bcannon@novuslaw.ca
                   Shelley Cannon at scannon@novuslaw.ca
                   OR  princealbert@novuslaw.ca.



By Bevra Fee
The Spiritwood Lions 

Club was back in action 
on Saturday, March 26 at 
the Spiritwood Rec Cen-
tre’s curling rink. Hosting 
the popular Cordwood 
Bonspiel after a two-year 
hiatus, the Lions put on a 
full event. Beginning with 
the pancake breakfast for 
curlers and their support-
ers, the general public was 
invited to enjoy pancakes 
and sausage while gearing 
up for the action-packed 
day. Lions George Pret-
li and Wayne Pauls were 
busy chefs, working with 
supplies that were spon-
sored by Prairie Centre 
Credit Union.

Lion Bryan was the over-

seer of the curling action, 
calling all 81 curlers and 
on-ice helpers together for 
instruction. With three 
draws on the day, every-
one had an opportunity to 
learn the sport of curling 
in a fun and supportive 
atmosphere. While the 
curlers were children of 
elementary school age, the 
on-ice helpers consisted of 
high school students, par-
ents, and grandparents. 

The Cordwood Bonspiel 
was an idea conceived by 
Lion Andy Marsollier, who 
crafted curling rocks from 
wood and embedded han-
dles – a lightweight op-
tion to get young children 
accustomed to throwing 
rocks, sweeping, and en-

joying the game of curling 
on a shortened sheet of ice. 
The Cordwood Bonspiel is 
the final curling event of 
the season each year, and 
the ice fees were generous-
ly sponsored by Martodam 
Motors.

Thanks to the many lo-
cal businesses and individ-
ual sponsors, every child 
was able to select a prize 
at the end of the day. Tro-
phies for the teams were 
provided by Hujber’s Mar-
ket on Main, which served 
as another major sponsor 
for the event. The event 
wrapped up in the after-
noon with many tired but 
happy kids, many of whom 
asked if they could come 
back next year!
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Cordwood Bonspiel makes smashing return

A full house watches the kids curl during the Cord-
wood Bonspiel in Spiritwood.

Hon. Scott Moe, Premier
MLA for Rosthern-Shellbrook

scottmoe.mla@sasktel.net

Hon. Jeremy Harrison
MLA for Meadow Lake

jharrisonmla@sasktel.net

  Saskatchewan Provincial Budget  /  2022-23  Back on Track

This year’s budget increased more than $17 million to support seniors services, including:

• the second year of the three-year commitment to hire additional continuing care aides, 
• operating funding for the soon to be opened NorthWest Community Lodge in Meadow Lake,
• new funding to expand coverage for high-dose influenza vaccines to all adults aged 
  65 years and older.

MARTINS LAKE REGIONAL PARK
HELP WANTED/REQUEST FOR TENDERS

Martins Lake Regional Park is accepting resumes/tenders for the 2022 
camping season for the following positions:

1. GOLF CLUBHOUSE RESTAURANT: Seeking Cook/Manager, being 
a full-time position, for fully equipped kitchen and restaurant 
facility. May – September. Must be certified food handler. Will be 
responsible for the staffing and operations of the restaurant and golf 
course.

2. BEACH CONCESSION: Leased operator. June – September. Must be 
certified food handler.

3. PARK MAINTENANCE: 3 positions open – Full time hours. May 
– September. General park maintenance for campground and 
golf course including grass cutting, tree trimming, equipment 
maintenance, janitorial upkeep of washrooms/shower room, 
painting, beach maintenance, maintaining water system, testing 
water and other duties

4. PARK ENTRY/CLUBHOUSE PERSONNEL: For gate, must be 16 
or older with valid driver’s license. Duties include greeting visitors, 
collecting fees, assigning campsites with computerized reservation 
system, etc. For Clubhouse must be 19 years of age and provide 
service to the restaurant and golf sales.

For more information call Rick at 306-321-5824 or Christie at 306-221-
4457. Email tenders or resumes to martinslake@sasktel.net by March 30, 
2022. (Lowest or any tender not necessarily accepted.)

VILLAGE OF LEOVILLE
NOTICE OF PREPARATION 

OF ASSESSMENT ROLL
Notice is hereby given that the 2022 assessment roll for the Village 
of Leoville has been prepared and is open to inspection at the 
office of the Assessor from 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 and 1:00 p.m. to 4:00 
p.m. during normal business hours: Monday to Friday, April 8th, 
2022 to May 9th, 2022.

A bylaw pursuant to subsection 214 of The Municipalities Act 
has been passed and the assessment notices have been sent as 
required. 

Any person wishing to discuss the notice of assessment or 
potential appeal may contact the Assessor at 306-984-2140 
(Village of Leoville) or 1-800-667-5203 (SAMA).

Any person wishing to appeal an assessment is required to file 
a “Notice of Appeal to the Board of Revision”, by May 9th, 2022, 
with Saumya Vaidyanathan, Secretary to the Board of Revision, 
secretary@westernmunicipal.ca along with the applicable fee of 
$200.00, made payable to the Village of Leoville, which will be 
returned if the appeal is successful.

Dated at Leoville, Saskatchewan this 4th day of April, 2022.

Mona Chalifour, CAO
Village of Leoville

Lake Country Co-op 
Invites applications for a Full Time Tire Technician

The successful candidates will be well organized, capable of 
attaining a high level of production, with a minimum amount 
of supervision. They are honest and trustworthy, are results-
oriented, and strive to be the best in what they do. They must have 
the ability to lift heavy objects, manual labour is required. Must 
have a positive and upbeat attitude – ability to live the Brand. They 
have the ability to work in a fast paced, guest facing environment 
and have a flexible work schedule including seasonal increases. 

Our Lake Country Co-op team provides a range of products and 
services to support our member – owners. Through the work that 
we do we help to build, fuel, feed and grow our communities 
together.

Apply today in person at our Spiritwood Agro Location or 
email your resume.

ATTN: Mike Sarrazin
Team Leader, Spiritwood Agro
mike.sarrazin@lakecountrycoop.ca or 306-883-2236

We thank all candidates for their interest; however, only those selected to 
continue in the recruitment process will be contacted.

Cordwood Bonspiel prizes and trophies were pre-
sented by Lion Bryan Ferguson, alongside Lion 
President Sonja Nielsen and onlookers.Lions George Pretli and Wayne Pauls were busy 

chefs, preparing the breakfast for the Cordwood 
Bonspiel.

Aidan Smolinski gets 
ready to throw his rock 
during the Cordwood 
Bonspiel.



There are reports cir-
culating that farmers in 
Western Canada are go-
ing to shrink hard spring 
wheat acres again in 
2022. 

It’s been a trend, one 
reflected in the United 
States where a producer.
com story has the U.S. De-
partment of Agriculture 
quoted with “If realized, 
this represents the fifth 
lowest all wheat planted 
area since records began 
in 1919,” in reference to 
planting intentions. 

The decline in wheat 
acres shouldn’t surprise 
anyone anymore. Once 
agriculture establishes 
trends, they tend to hold 
for a very long time until 

something rather revolu-
tionary comes along. 

The number of farmers 
has been in decline for 
decades. Meanwhile, the 
size of farms has been on 
the increase for decades. 

Prairie farmers were 
largely 50 per cent crop, 
50 per cent fallow until 
zero till technology devel-
oped and now black soil 
summer tillage is near 
extinct. 

Wheat was long king, 
and then canola was de-
veloped and crops such as 
the range of pulses came 
to be recognized as viable 
to grow on the Prairies 
profitably. 

The turn away from 
wheat has since been 

pushed by a variety of 
things. 

To start with, there has 
been the development of 
marketing opportunities 
for certain crops here on 
the Prairies. Being able 
to sell production to a 
processor down the high-
way is often favourable to 
export on a ship from a 

port a couple of provinces 
away. 

One only needs to look 
at the canola crush sector, 
which has simply explod-
ed on the Prairies. There 
are numerous facilities 
spotted across the region 
already, some expanding 
since construction, and a 
handful of new facilities 
announced to be built 
in the near future. The 
facilities jointly create a 
huge appetite for canola 
and farmers will move to 
meet that demand. 

Other processing facil-
ities focus on oats, peas, 
and the list goes on, with 
limited major process-
ing investment in hard 
spring wheat recently. 

Food trends also are 
not particularly favour-
able to wheat either. 
There is huge interest in 
pulse crops to be part of 
the concoctions which 
are being developed as 
alternatives to real meat. 
That market is likely to 
grow. 

In addition, gluten, a 
protein in wheat and oth-
er cereal grains such as 
barley and rye, is some-
thing people are hyper-
sensitive too. Coeliac 
disease or wheat allergies 
affect about one percent 
of the adult population 
worldwide, but non-celiac 
gluten sensitivity (NCGS) 
is becoming increasingly 
important in the western 

world.  
Others are opting to 

simply go gluten-free as 
a choice. As a result, we 
see more gluten-free food 
products in stores and 
restaurants, and that is 
a trend that isn’t wheat 
friendly either. 

Finally, our food choic-
es have changed too. 

You never had a meal in 
a restaurant when I grew 
up through the late 1960 
and 70s, without bread on 
the table. You ate bread at 
every meal, which today 
is far from the case. 

The pendulum has 
swung away from wheat 
and it will take something 
dramatic to have it swing 
back in its favour.
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Wheat has been dethroned on the prairies
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On Agriculture

Wed., Apr. 20, 2022
Regular Sale 9:00 a.m.

Producers wishing to market cattle prior to sale day 
please contact the office 306-236-3411 for delivery.

FEEDER FINANCE PROGRAM AVAILABLE - Please contact Brent 

To consign cattle or 
for on-farm appraisals 

please contact 
Brent, Blair or Brody

MEADOW LAKE LIVESTOCK SALES LTD.

Your independently owned & operated livestock marketing 
facility - working with the producers’ best interest in mindteam

www.teamauctionsales.com

the electronic auction market

 Brent 306-240-5340 • Blair 306-240-9883 • Brody 306-240-6504  
 Office 306-236-3411 ~ Fax 306-236-3412  

Email: mlstockyards@sasktel.net ~  market info visit: www.mlstockyards.com 

FEEDER FINANCE PROGRAM AVAILABLE - Please contact Glen 

To consign cattle or 
for on-farm appraisals 
please contact Brent, 

Glen, Boyd or Frederick

PRINCE ALBERT LIVESTOCK SALES

Mon., April 11, 2022
Regular Sale 8:30 a.m., Presort Sale 11:00 a.m.

Open Replacement Heifer Sale in conjunction with the presort
Sellers include:

Brian Fendelet of Hafford, SK
Charlie Porter of Kinistino, SK

Producers wishing to market cattle prior 
to sale day please contact the 

office 306-763-8463 for delivery.

Your independently owned & operated livestock marketing 
facility - working with the producers’ best interest in mindteam

www.teamauctionsales.com

the electronic auction market

 Brent 306-240-5340 • Glen 306-960-4732 • Boyd 306-841-7998 • Frederick 306-227-9505  
 Office 306-763-8463 ~ Fax 306-763-4620  

For market info visit: www.northernlivestocksales.ca 

A division of Northern Livestock Sales

New legislation to grow indigenous involvement in Sask. economy
The Government of Saskatchewan has 

introduced new legislation to create the 
Saskatchewan Indigenous Investment 
Finance Corporation (SIIFC), which 
will support Indigenous participation in 
the province’s natural resource and val-
ue-added agriculture sectors.

The SIIFC will offer loan guarantees to 
eligible First Nations and Métis commu-
nities and organizations to support in-
vestment in forestry, mining, oil and gas, 
energy production and value-added agri-
culture projects.

“Saskatchewan is fortunate to already 
have a number of successful Indige-
nous-led companies and organizations 
that are strong contributors to our prov-
ince’s economic growth,” Trade and Ex-
port Development Minister Jeremy Har-

rison said. “The SIIFC will enable more 
Indigenous involvement in our key natu-
ral resource and agri-value sectors, which 
will create economic opportunities in In-
digenous communities and right across 
Saskatchewan.”  

Through regular discussions with In-
digenous business owners, Indigenous 
leaders and officials from major resource 
companies, a lack of access to capital was 
identified as the primary barrier to In-
digenous equity ownership of natural re-
source and value-added agriculture proj-
ects.

The SIIFC will help to address this need 
by providing up to $75 million in loan 
guarantees for eligible projects. Minimum 
loan guarantees will be $5 million.

“The SIIFC is a good start to providing 

support to First Nations to be leaders in 
energy development if they so desire,” 
Federation of Sovereign Indigenous Na-
tions Vice Chief Heather Bear said. “I 
look forward to heightened investment 
and collaborative partnerships in years 
to come working with First Nations and 
the province on this initiative. The First 
Nations are not against resource develop-
ment, but rather, they support responsi-
ble and environmentally sound develop-
ments, and this legislation will allow us 
to work towards that end.  When the First 
Nations benefit, the provincial economy 
does, too.” 

“We have been working together in 
partnership with the province and First 
Nations representatives since January to 
develop the framework of the Saskatch-

ewan Indigenous Investment Finance 
Corporation (SIIFC),” Métis Nation–Sas-
katchewan President Glen McCallum 
said. “The establishment of the SIIFC is a 
huge step forward for Métis and First Na-
tion community-owned businesses in the 
resource, energy, and agricultural sectors. 
The availability of major project funding 
will further economic growth in Sas-
katchewan and our Métis communities.”

Support for Indigenous resource devel-
opment projects aligns with Saskatche-
wan’s Growth Plan goal to grow Indig-
enous participation in Saskatchewan’s 
natural resource sector.

The SIIFC demonstrates the Govern-
ment of Saskatchewan’s commitment to 
economic reconciliation and increasing 
Indigenous participation in the economy.



Nine officers from the Spiritwood 
RCMP Detachment were honoured by 
Indigenous leaders at a special public 
recognition ceremony hosted by the 
Federation of Sovereign Indigenous 
Nations (FSIN) last Tuesday.

Each of the officers was honoured 
with a gift of a starblanket, an eagle 
feather, and sweet grass, for their work 
to crackdown on alleged drug dealers 
on the Witchekan Lake First Nation.

“It’s something that really motivates 
my members to continue to do the hard 
work,” Spiritwood Detachment com-
mander Sgt. Sebastian Andrews said 
of the recognition.

According to Saskatchewan RCMP, 
officers with the Spiritwood RCMP de-
tachment spotted a pair of suspicious 
vehicles outside of a residence on the 
Witchekan Lake First Nation on March 
6.  

A search warrant was then obtained 

and executed at the residence. Seven 
guns, three weapons, 32.5 grams of 
crack cocaine, 23.5 gram of metham-
phetamine and 105 grams of an un-
known substance were seized along 
with drug trafficking paraphernalia, 
weapons and cash, according to police.

Four adult males, including 54-year-
old Dennis Marcia, 32-year-old Shane 
Witchekan, 32-year-old Melvin Star-
blanket, and 33-year-old Brendon 
Starblanket, were arrested as a result 
of the investigation and now face a slew 
of drugs, weapons, and other charges.

Sgt. Andrews says it was “old-fash-
ioned police work” that resulted in the 
arrests.

Witchekan Lake First Nation Chief 
Annie Thomas, who conceded that her 
son-in-law and his father were among 
the suspects arrested,  said the com-
munity has seen an increase in drugs 
and gang violence since the pandem-

ic started. Condemning the actions 
of those who are bringing drugs and 
weapons into her community of about 
800 people, she said she wants to see 
her community focus on healing.

“We are thankful these officers were 
able to put a stop to it before something 
happened,” Thomas said on Tuesday.

“We need to protect our families and 
children and those who are most vul-
nerable, our elders. We want to thank 
the RCMP and their officers for listen-
ing and working with our leadership 
and assisting us in taking these drugs 
and weapons out of our community.”

Thomas added the community will 
continue to work with RCMP to pre-
vent future incidents.

“Today is a good day. It’s a positive 
day in moving forward, in addressing 
a social issue that’s plaguing our com-
munities across Canada — which is the 
drugs,” Thomas said. “Things that are 
not good, things that are taking lives 

and destroying lives in our communi-
ty.”

The FSIN executive was also at the 
ceremony on Tuesday along with oth-
er First Nations leaders. FSIN Chief 
Bobby Cameron said this incident is an 
example of First Nations leaders and 
police working together to ensure the 
safety and protection of community 
members.

“We hope that all police agencies that 
work directly with First Nations com-
munities throughout Saskatchewan 
follow suit and work with First Nations 
leaders towards having drug and gang-
free communities,” Cameron said.

“We want to celebrate and honour 
these officers for putting their lives on 
the line for the safety and well-being 
of Witchekan Lake. These officers pre-
vented a possible tragedy by listening 
and working with the leadership and 
by fostering relationships with com-
munity members.”
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Spiritwood RCMP honoured by Indigenous leaders

Chief Annie Thomas of the Witchekan Lake First Nation was among the In-
digenous leaders to honour Spiritwood RCMP officers for a drug bust in her 
community.

Regular services, Sunday school and special services will be listed.
LUTHERAN CHURCH

Zion - Canwood
Sunday School,

Worship Sunday, 9 a.m.
St. John’s - Shellbrook

Sunday School, 
Live-stream worship 
service on Facebook, 

Worship Sunday, 11 a.m.
Rev. Emmanuel Aristide

------------------------
PENTECOSTAL 

CHURCH
Parkside

10:30 a.m. Worship
Pastor Daniel Mooseely

306-747-3572
Shellbrook 
Adult Study

9:30 a.m.
Sun., 10:30 a.m. - Worship
Pastor David Bodvarson

306-747-7235
Canwood

11:00 a.m. - Worship
Pastor Glenn Blazosek

306-468-2138
Leask Gospel Tabernacle

Sunday 11 a.m. & 6:30 p.m.
Pastor Lorne Valuck

------------------------
PRESBYTERIAN

Mistawasis
Sunday worship

11:00 a.m.
Rev. Katherine Bretzlaff

------------------------

IMMANUEL 
LUTHERAN

Parkside
11 a.m. - Worship 
------------------------

ANGLICAN CHURCH
Leask - All Saint’s

Sunday Service - 9 a.m.
St. Andrew’s - Shellbrook
Sunday, 11 a.m. Service

Canwood - Christ Church
Sunday, 2 p.m. - Service

Rev. Wendell Brock
306-460-7696

H.C. Service with Rev. 
Brock - 1st Sunday of the 

month  
------------------------

MENNONITE 
BRETHREN CHURCH

Blaine Lake Gospel Chapel 
109 Railway Ave. W.

Blaine Lake
306-497-3316

Sunday, 10:30 a.m. 
Worship

------------------------
EVANGELICAL FREE

Big River
11:00 a.m. - Worship

Bible Classes 9:45 a.m.
Summer: 10:30 a.m. - 12

306-469-2258
Youth Nite: Fridays

Mont Nebo
Bible Study & Prayer

Sun., 11:00 a.m. - Worship
Pastor Bill Klumpenhower

------------------------

UNITED CHURCH
Big River
Sundays 

10 a.m.. - Worship
 at Anglican Church
Rev. Dave Whalley

306-747-2804
------------------------

CATHOLIC CHURCH
Debden

Sun. Mass - 9:30 a.m. 
Fr. Dong Doan

Big River - Sacred Heart
Sun., 11:30 a.m. - Mass

Whitefish
Sun., 2:30 p.m. - Mass.

Victoire
Sat., 7:30 p.m. - Mass.

Fr. Dong Doan 
St. Agatha’s - Shellbrook

Mass - Sunday 11 a.m.
St. Henry’s - Leask

Mass - Sunday -  9 a.m.
Mistawasis

2nd & 4th Sundays, 1:30 p.m.
Fr. Phong Tran

------------------------
SEVENTH DAY  

ADVENTIST
407-2nd Ave E, Shellbrook
Sat., 9:45 a.m. - Sabbath School

Sat., 11:00 am  -Worship
Broadcast on 

VOAR 92.1 FM
Pastor Liviu Tilihoi

306-747-3398

Praise & WorshiP

Regular services, Sunday school and special services will be listed.

PARTNERS IN FAITH
Lutheran/United/

Christchurch Anglican, 
137-2nd St. W. 

Spiritwood
  Worship 11:00 a.m. 
Rev. Sarah Urano
-----------------------

UNITED /ANGLICAN
Worship Services

Glaslyn
Time is on the sign

Rev. Kun Kim
Rev. Don Skinner
-----------------------

CATHOLIC
SUNDAY

Spiritwood - 11:15 a.m.
Leoville - 9:30 a.m.

Shell Lake - 2:00 p.m.
Chitek Lake - Closed for 

the Season
Everyone Welcome

SATURDAY
Medstead - 6 p.m. 

Father Ramel Macapala 
-----------------------
PARTNERS IN 

WORSHIP
Shell Lake

Worship Services
Sunday 9:00 a.m. 

Pastor Sarah Urano
306-841-7333

-----------------------

SEVENTH DAY  
ADVENTIST

407 - 2nd Ave .E, 
Shellbrook

Sat., 9:45 am - 
Sabbath School

Sat., 11:00 am - Worship
Broadcast on 

VOAR 92.1 FM
Pastor Liviu Tilihoi

306-747-3398
-----------------------
MENNONITE 
BRETHREN

Glenbush
10:00 am - Sunday School

Worship 10:50 am 
-----------------------

FIELDS OF HOPE
(HOFFNUNGSFELDER)
MENNONITE CHURCH

Glenbush
Worship - 11:00 am

 -----------------------
BETHEL
Medstead

 1st Sunday, 10 am - 
Worship

Pastor David Jensen
3rd Sunday - 10 am 

Worship
Pastor David Jensen

-----------------------

Gideons International 
of Canada

Battlefords Camp
Phone Art Martynes 

(306) 389-4633
-----------------------

EVANGELICAL FREE
Mont Nebo

 Wed., 7:30 pm -
Bible Study & Prayer

  Sun., 10:30 am - Worship  
 Pastor Bill Klumpenhower

-----------------------
LAKELAND 

COMMUNITY CHURCH
(Corner of 1st Ave. and 4th 

St., Spiritwood)
Sun., 11 am - Worship 

Service & Sunday School
Pastor Michael Kluthe

306-883-2380
-----------------------

BELBUTTE FULL 
GOSPEL

   11 am  Worship Service
  1st Sun., 7:30 pm 

- Hymn Sing
Pastor Floyd Berg
-----------------------

COWBOY CHURCH
Spiritwood

Every Wednesday Night 
7 pm

Spiritwood Legion Hall
Pastor Rick Martin

Praise & WorshiP

Officers from the Spiritwood RCMP Detachment were honoured for their 
work on a March 6 drug bust on the Witchekan Lake First Nation.



The Spiritwood High School 
Drama Club scored a second 
place finish at the Saskatch-
ewan Drama Association’s 
(SDA) Region 8 Drama Festi-
val, which was held in the Dek-
ker Centre for Performing Arts 
in North Battleford on April 1 
and 2.

The SHS drama club had 
chosen a comedy play entitled 
“Check Please” by Jonathan 
Rand (published by Play-
scripts) and had 14 members 
who participated in the extra-
curricular activity. 

In the cast were Seanna 
Priestley, Kaleb White, Cody 
Bear, Sadie White, Nithyan 
Manoj, Ehva Scott, and Dan-
ielle Poulin, who was also the 
stage manager. 

Amongst the technical crew 
were, Bohdan Booth, who is 
in charge of the lighting and 
set design, Jayden Dauvin, 
who’s also responsible for the 
set design, Sedric Asuncion for 
sound and set, Janaya Thomas 
and Noah Dauvin for the set 
and running crew, Phoenix Day 
and Lexie Jones for hair and 
make-up, and Nithyan Manoj 
for running crew and props.

Due to the COVID-19 pan-
demic, the SHS Drama Club 
hadn’t been on stage since the 
spring of 2019. Needless to say, 
both the students and their 
parents were ecstatic for the 

return to performing.
The Region 8 Drama Festival 

had six schools that joined and 
took part including Warman 
High school, Glaslyn Central 
School, John Paul II Collegiate 
from North Battleford, Med-
stead Central School, St. Wal-
burg School and Spiritwood 
High School.

SHS performed on Friday 
evening and were met with a 
favourable audience reaction. 
Although they did lose one of 
their actors due to health rea-
sons, they were still able to 
make sure the show went on. 

Warman High school won 
with the Best Overall Produc-
tion and Spiritwood secured 
the runner-up spot.

Additionally, SHS also at-
tained a runner-up in Best 
Technical Crew, runner-up in 
Best Technical Production, and 
runner-up in Best Visual Pro-
duction. 

Elsewhere, Bohdan Booth 
was presented with the Cheer 
Award for Spiritwood High 
School.

This year, two schools from 
each region may attend the 
Provincials in Regina, which 
means both Warman and 
Spiritwood will both compete 
against five other regions that 
will be attending the Provincial 
festival on May 5, 6 and 7. 

The Provincial festival will 

be hosted by the Theatre De-
partment of the University of 
Regina.

The Spiritwood Drama Club 
plans on performing their play 
in Spiritwood before they trav-
el to Regina in May, but has not 
finalized the date, time, and 
place just yet. 

It was indeed an incredible 
night for all the participants, 
and proud parents and men-
tors.
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SHS Drama Club takes spotlight at Regionals

Cast and crew from the SHS Drama Club had fun backstage (and on stage) at 
the Region 8 Drama Festival in North Battleford.

Community Calendar
~

SPIRITWOOD: Wapiti Regional Library - Tuesday 9 am - 5 pm; Wednesday 9 am - 5 
pm; Friday 9 am - 5 pm
LEOVILLE: Wapiti Regional Library - Wednesday 10 am - 4 pm; Thursday 10 am - 3 pm 
SHELL LAKE: Wapiti Regional Library - Tuesday 12:30 pm - 4 pm; Wednesday 12:30 
pm - 4 pm

~
BLAINE LAKE: Wapiti Library - Wednesday 11 am - 6 pm; Friday 11 am - 5 pm; Satur-
day 10 am - 4 pm. Contact us for more info 306-497-3130, www.wapitilibrary.ca.
BIG RIVER: Wapiti Library - Wednesday 11:30 am - 4:30 pm; Thursday 11:30 am - 
4:30 pm. Phone # 306-469-2152
CANWOOD: Canwood Branch of Wapiti Regional Library. Tuesday 10 am - 4 pm; 
Thursday 10 am - 4 pm; Friday 12 pm - 5 pm. Kids Club is Fridays 3:30 pm - 4:30 pm, 
Crafter’s Choice is the 2nd and 4th Tuesday of each month.
DEBDEN: Wapiti Library hours:  Tuesday 10 am - 3 pm; Wednesday 3 pm - 7 pm.  
Librarian: Aline Hannon
LEASK: Wapiti Library & Legacy Gallery Hours - Tuesday 10:30 am - 5 pm; Friday 
10:30 am - 5 pm; Saturday 1 pm - 4 pm
MARCELIN: Wapiti Library - Tuesday 2 pm - 7 pm; Thursday 2 pm - 8 pm; Saturday 
9 am - 2 pm. For information on all your library needs, please contact 306-226-2110.
SHELLBROOK: Shellbrook Branch of the Wapiti Library located at 105 Railway Ave., 
West (Provincial building). Library Hours: Monday 2 pm - 6 pm; Tuesday 12 pm - 8 pm; 
Wednesday 2 pm - 8 pm; Thursday 12 pm - 6 pm; Friday 9 am - 4 pm. 
SHELLBROOK: Shellbrook Senior Centre – Potluck Noon Lunch, Wednesday, April 
13. General meeting to follow. Everyone welcome! Bring your favourite dish and join us!
SHELLBROOK: Shellbrook Theatre Movie Night, Fri., Apr. 8, Sing 2; Fri., April 22, 
American Underdog; Fri., May 13, Spider-man: No Way Home; Fri., May 27, Peaceful. 
Doors Open 6:30 p.m.   Showtime 7 p.m.  Cost is $5 ~ Canteen available!

TRIPLE YOUR ADVERTISING
We’ll advertise your important community event in our Community Calendar 

FREE for two weeks prior to the event with purchase of a 
2 column x 2” Display ad for only:

$60.00 plus G.S.T. - A savings of over 30%
Available to Non-Profit & Community Organizations Only

Call Now For Further Details
“Don’t miss out on letting your Community and others know of your event!”

Shellbrook Chronicle & Spiritwood Herald
Box 10, Shellbrook, SK  S0J 2E0

Ph: 306-747-2442 • Fax: 306-747-3000 • Email: chads@sbchron. com

The SHS Drama Club travelled to North Battleford April 1 
and 2 to take part in the Region 8 Drama Festival.

(Above) The SHS Drama Club 
finished second at the Region 
8 Drama Festival, and will be 
heading to Regina for Pro-
vincials in May.

In addition to its second place finish, the SHS drama was also runner up in 
Best Technical Crew, Best Technical Production, and Best Visual Production, 
and Bohdan Booth won the Cheer Award for SHS. From left: Jayden Dauvin, 
Noah Dauvin, Bohdan Booth, Sedric Asuncion, and Danielle Poulin.



By Paul Beaulieu
After a season that saw a re-

duced number of curlers par-
ticipating due to COVID-19, the 
Shellbrook Curling Club’s final 
bonspiel was a roaring success. 
Gayle Draper, who did much 
of the work in organizing and 
registering the teams for the 
bonspiel, was impressed by the 
turnout. 

“We were hoping to get be-
tween eight and 10 teams so 
when we had 16 register that 
was fantastic,” she said.  

When asked why she thought 
so many teams wanted to curl 
she said, “Our format this year 
was to have a fun spiel with the 
emphasis on the fun. We en-
couraged new curlers to give it 
a try. With six-end games and 
the only prize for best dressed 
team we made sure that ev-
eryone enjoyed themselves. 
We also had great sponsorship 
from TJ Disposals, who pro-
vided a beverage to each player, 
and the Shellbrook Chronicle, 
who sponsored the popular 
Doubles board.”

Draw master Richard Bell or-
ganized the 16 teams into four 
pools of round robin play, fol-
lowed by a single novelty game 
to finish off the competition.  
When asked his thoughts on 
the turnout he stated, “I think 
there is a pent-up demand for 
events like this.  The spiel was 
held on the same weekend as 
the Willoughby Hockey tourney 
so the atmosphere in the lounge 
was fantastic and really added 
to everyone’s enjoyment.”  

Following the event, the Curl-
ing Club Board met to evaluate 

the Season and plan for next 
year. Board Chair Paul Beau-
lieu was asked his thoughts on 
the season. 

“Our membership was down 
last year, and we did run a defi-
cit, so the Board is going to try 
something different next year 
to encourage curlers of all ex-
perience levels,” he said. 

When asked if fees would be 
going up next year he replied, 
“Our board believes that in-
creasing fees at this time would 
be counterproductive. We want 
to keep our fees low and fun 
factor high, so people see curl-
ing as a great choice for their 
recreation dollar.”

Beaulieu did say the club was 
impressed by the number of se-
niors that curled last year.

“Their numbers were steady, 
and we believe the Club can 
learn a lot from them,” he said. 
“The Seniors Club emphasized 
participation and the social 

aspect of the game. The Board 
looked at this when considering 
changes for the next year.”

When asked what will be 
changing and what will remain 
the same Beaulieu summarized 
the proposed league changes 
and the boards reasoning as 
follows:

Thursday Night 8 end league 
will remain the same with a 
cost to curl 18-20 games of only 
$275.

The Monday and Wednesday 
six-end six-game league will see 
some changes. We are expand-
ing the number of games to half 
the year, so there will be two 
sessions of nine to 10 games. 
We had previously included a 
beverage of choice in the price 
but because we no longer are in 
control of the lounge it became 
difficult to administer and 
some of the underage curlers 
were not getting the same value 
for their fee, so we reduced the 

price per game of the fee by the 
cost of the drink. This means 
that it will cost $140 per session 
for an additional three games.  

The biggest change is the 
addition of a completely new 
league. When we looked at our 
new curlers and the seniors, 
we believe there will be a de-
mand for a league with a quick-
er game. We are going to try a 
league with four-end games 
and only three players per 
team. This will result in games 
that will last only an hour. We 
are hoping this will appeal to 
groups such as young families 
where they want to get out but 
not invest so much time. By 
having only three players we 
think that maybe two parents 
and a child or other family type 

combinations might work, also 
sometimes finding a fourth 
member can be a challenge, or 
perhaps two couples can form 
a team where 3 curl each week 
and the fourth is in the lounge 
with their children. Our lounge 
is quite family friendly, and this 
could reduce childcare costs.

We are looking at a six-game 
league with a cost of $60 or 
$180 per team.

Beaulieu concluded “Our 
Board is always looking for new 
ideas and new members.  Any 
ideas or volunteers would be re-
ally appreciated. Our club can 
only be successful by offering 
an experience that members 
want and we are trying to give 
our members an enjoyable and 
affordable winter night out.”
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Shellbrook Curling Club wraps season, looks to next year

With 16 teams competing in the year-end funspiel, 
there was action on all four sheets.

Curlers of all ages came out to participate in the 
Shellbrook Curling Club’s year-end funspiel.

The Roger’s on the Rocks lounge was busy all 
weekend, when the Shellbrook Curling Club host-
ed its year-end funspiel.

The Shamrockers put the fun in funspiel, winning the best 
dressed team prize of a free platter of appetizers.

Robert Svendson, Larry Ferster, Amund Otterson and Wes 
Ledding were the Champs of this year’s Thursday League.

Provincial Protective Services Branch launches
The Provincial Protection Services 

(PPS) Branch has officially launched in 
Saskatchewan.

The PPS unites conservation, highway 
patrol, Safer Communities and Neigh-
bourhoods Officers, prisoner transport 
and court security deputy sheriffs, and 
Wascana Park community safety officers 
under a single organizational structure. 
Including support and administrative 
staff, the new branch will consist of ap-
proximately 450 employees. 

“A tremendous amount of work has 
gone into unifying these separate agen-

cies into a single organization over the 
last six months,” Corrections, Policing 
and Public Safety Minister Christine Tell 
said in a statement. “The transition to the 
PPS Branch is a major step forward in our 
ongoing work to ensure the safety and se-
curity of Saskatchewan communities and 
people.”

The new force will have all the powers 
of police officers and most will be armed. 
They will be able to apprehend impaired 
drivers and suspected criminals and take 
them to jail without involving RCMP or 
city police. While the officers are meant to 

support police and RCMP, they aren’t in-
tended to be a replacement for police ser-
vices.

Government does not expect service 
delivery by any of the agencies that make 
up the PPS to be affected. There are no im-
mediate changes planned to the insignias, 
logos, or uniforms used by the various en-
forcement agencies. 

Further work will take place through-
out 2022 and 2023 to enhance services 
and ensure a consistent, collaborative ap-
proach to public safety incidents in Sas-
katchewan. 

In the long term, the transition to a 
unified structure will also relieve RCMP 
officers of their prisoner transport respon-
sibilities. These duties will be fully trans-
ferred to provincial prisoner transport and 
court security deputy sheriffs in the PPS, 
which will allow the RCMP to focus on 
their core policing mandate.

The PPS supports Saskatchewan’s 
Growth Plan goal of building safer com-
munities by ensuring the protection of 
people, natural resources and infrastruc-
ture, allowing policing resources to focus 
on protecting Saskatchewan communities.



The baseball season 
that almost went by the 
wayside is ready to go. 
And if you haven’t been 
paying close attention, 
the changes are many.

For instance:
— The designated hitter, 

once the exclusive domain 
of the American League 
until the National League 
temporarily adopted it 
during the COVID-short-
ened 2020 season, will 
now be fully implemented 
in both leagues. Cue the 
complaints from the tra-
ditionalists.

— That silly ‘tempo-
rary’ rule putting a ‘ghost’ 
runner on second base to 
start an extra inning in 
a game tied after nine is 
now a full-time rule (reg-
ular season only, thank-
fully), virtually ensuring 
that a marathon 17- or 

18-inning game will never 
be seen again.

— The ‘Ohtani Rule’ is 
now in effect, meaning 
that a pitcher who also 
serves as his team’s des-
ignated hitter will be al-
lowed to continue to be 
the DH even after being 
removed from pitching 
duties. Were it not for 
reigning AL MVP Shohei 
Ohtani, that rule would 
not have been enacted, 
nor considered.

— Max Scherzer now 
plays for the Mets; Fred-
die Freeman for the 
Dodgers; Josh Donald-
son for the Yankees; Matt 
Chapman for the Blue 
Jays; Noah Syndergaard 
for the Angels; and Car-
los Correa for the Twins, 
among dozens of player 
moves in the off-season.

— And the biggest 

change of all for Canadian 
baseball fans is this: The 
Blue Jays are definitely a 
legitimate contender and 
will give fans from coast 
to coast reason to watch 
the late-season pennant 
race with vital interest.

Of course, the 2022 
season was in jeopardy 
for much of the late win-
ter, as an owner-imposed 

lockout froze all baseball 
moves for three months 
while snail-like negotia-
tions were taking place. 
The pace picked up in 
late February and a deal 
was finally struck in ear-
ly March. As baseball 
— once North America’s 
No 1 sport — continues 
to lose its fanbase, a la-
bour-induced elimination 
of the 2022 season would 
have been a killer. Judg-
ing by the immense free-
agent contracts handed 
out (Freeman got $162 
million for six years with 
the Dodgers; Scherzer 
will receive $130 million 
for three Mets’ seasons), 
it’s hard to take serious-
ly the poverty pleas from 
MLB owners, who indi-
cated they might have to 
go out of business if an 
owner-friendly agree-
ment with the players 
wasn’t negotiated.

But the focus has now 
shifted from the board-
room to the playing field. 
So let’s play ball!

• The late Lions Hall of 
Famer Alex Karras, asked 
to call heads or tails on a 
pre-game coin flip after 
returning from a one-
year suspension for gam-
bling: “I’m sorry, sir, I’m 
not permitted to gamble.”

• CBS’s Stephen Col-
bert, via Twitter, on Bucs 
QB Tom Brady’s unre-
tirement: “Brady got 

one taste of what it’s like 
to help kids with math 
homework and decided 
to return to being tackled 
by the largest men in the 
world.”

• Headline at fark.com: 
“Russell Wilson suc-
cumbs to thin Colorado 
air in record time, says he 
hopes to ‘win three, four 
more Super Bowls’ for the 
Broncos”

• Jim Nugent in the 
Global Golf Post, on the 
proposed shotgun starts 
in the 54-hole tourna-
ments on Greg Norman’s 
LIV Golf Series tour: 
“That sounds like the one-
day men’s member-guest 
at Duck Hook Town and 
Country Club. Full bar 
service at the turn; clos-
est to the pin on the par-
3s; long drive contests on 
the par-5s; and beat the 
pro on No. 15 for pro shop 
credit.”

• Rob Vanstone of the 
Regina Leader Post, after 
the Saskatchewan gov-
ernment announced that 
a 6-per-cent PST would 
now be charged on tickets 
to sporting events: “Say 
this much for the provin-
cial government: It can 
put up six points (PST) 
much more quickly than 
the Roughriders’ offence.”

• Ron Mintz of the @
MintzGolf Twitter feed, 
on why Phil Mickelson 
isn’t playing in the Mas-

ters: “Mickelson didn’t 
withdraw . . . Augusta Na-
tional officials either told 
him or strongly encour-
aged him not to come, ac-
cording to multiple sourc-
es. The last thing they 
want is Mickelson to drive 
down Magnolia Lane 
knowing the circus that 
was coming with him.”

• Comedy writer Torben 
Rolfsen of Vancouver: 
“The Leafs have worn five 
different uniforms in five 
different games. It’s al-
most like they’re trying to 
avoid detection.”

• Winnipeg Jets fan 
North End Rick, on Twit-
ter, following the Jets’ 5-2 
home-ice loss to Ottawa: 
“My dog got neutered to-
day. I watched the entire-
ty of that Jets/Senators 
game. It’s debatable, but 
my dog may have had a 
better day.”

• RJ Currie of sportsde-
ke.com: “Miami Dolphins 
players reportedly have a 
book of fines where one of 
the biggest penalties is for 
passing gas. Think of it as 
a fragrant foul.”

• Dwight Perry again: 
“Skiing and shooting, 
hah! Let’s hear it for the 
real modern biathlon: fill-
ing out a March Madness 
bracket and playing fan-
tasy football.”

Care to comment? 
Email brucepen-
ton2003@yahoo.ca
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Changes aplenty in Major League Baseball

SportSSportS

BRUCE 
PENTON

~

Ahtahkakoop-Shellbrook RCMP 
investigating theft of memorabilia
On April 3, 2022, Ahtahkakoop-Shell-

brook RCMP received a report of a theft. 
Items were reported stolen sometime be-
tween November 2021 and March 2022 
from a rural yard near Shellbrook where 
they were being temporarily stored and 
include a large collection of hockey mem-
orabilia. 

At this time, the investigation is ongoing 
and anyone with information about this 
theft is asked to please contact Ahtahka-
koop-Shellbrook RCMP at 306-468-2969 

or call Crime Stoppers anonymously at 
1-800-222-8477.

The RCMP is asking memorabilia collec-
tors to read the list of items reported sto-
len. Anyone who purchased Wayne Gretzky 
memorabilia via an online “buy and sell” 
site since as early as November 2021 and 
believes the transaction may have been 
suspicious in nature, is urged to report it to 
police. 

The RCMP also want pawn and second 
hand stores to be aware of this theft, and 
report any suspicious activity to police. 

Some of the items reported stolen in-
clude: 

• 19 Wayne Gretzky jerseys, auto-
graphed;

• large Wayne Gretzky pictures and 
large painting, all autographed; 

• autographed sticks;
• autographed pucks all in display cases;
• close to 10,000 cards including 2,200 

of Wayne Gretzky, some autographed 
and one framed; Gretzky Rookie Card 
PSA 8;

• 1979 Mattel dolls still in boxes;
• Figurines, some autographed; and
• Team Canada autographed photos.

Parkside’s Ashley Kristiansen is $11,660 richer, after pulling the Lucky 7 
on March 18 to claim the $11,560 jackpot and the guaranteed $100 weekly 
payout. Above, she is pictured accepting her cheque from Richard Bell. Kris-
tiansen’s big win resulted in the pot being reset, and it’s slowly growing each 
week in the lead-up to the final draw on June 24, which will feature a guaran-
teed $500 payout for the first ticket drawn. The Lucky 7 draw will be hosted 
at the Shellbrook Curling Club lounge throughout April.

Kristiansen pulls Lucky 7

The Ahtahkakoop-Shellbrook RCMP is seeking information about the theft 
of a large collection of hockey memorabilia.
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There are all kinds of messages we 
encounter as we journey in this life. 

I love this devotion that I read. It 
was the story about Langston Hughes, 
a writer who was working as a busboy 
at a hotel. This busboy discovered that 
the poet Vachel Lindsey, who he liked, 
was actually staying at the hotel he 
worked at. 

The ambitious busboy shyly slipped 
Vachel Lindsey some poetry he had 
written. Well, Lindsey did something 
special for this young inspiring poet, 
he praised the young man’s poetry at 
a public reading. There was impact be-
cause of Lindsey’s encouragement. It 
actually resulted in Langston Hughes 
receiving a university scholarship.

The writer of the devotion stated: “A 

little encouragement can go a long way, 
especially when God is in it.”

My encouragement to you is it is too 
soon to quit. 

In 1972 I was 13 years old. I was ex-
tremely interested in the Canada-Sovi-
et hockey series. It was an eight-game 
ice hockey series.

The first four games were played in 
Canada. The Soviets surprised me and 
likely most Canadians as they beat us 
7-3 in the opening game. We won the 
next game 4-1. The third game was a 
tie. And the Soviets won game 4 to take 
two games to one lead. The series re-
sumed in Moscow and there the Sovi-
ets took game five, giving them a three 
games to one series lead. 

This wasn’t looking good. But it was 

too soon to quit. It was quite remark-
able the Canadians won the final three 
games in Moscow to win the series four 
games to three with one tie.

The final game was won in dramatic 
fashion. The Canadians actually had to 
overcome a two-goal lead for the Sovi-
ets after two periods. The Canadians 
scored three times in the third period, 
with the final goal scored with 34 sec-
onds left by Paul Henderson.

I heard Paul Henderson give his tes-
timony twice in Saskatchewan. Once in 
Raymore and another time in Watrous. 
Each time he gave the glory to God. I 
remembered Henderson saying he felt 
so prompted by the Holy Spirit to be on 
the ice that he called off another player. 
Usually, that is left to the coach.

As a 13-year-old, I am sitting at my 
desk in Grade 8. It is announced over 
the intercom that the last minute of the 
game is going to be heard. I listen in-
tently. We are tied. I know we need to 
score in order to win the series. Then, 
I hear Paul Henderson score the win-
ning goal.

It is always too soon to quit.
Blessings, 
Pastor D. Bodvarson, SPA 

Good News
~

It’s always too sooN to quIt

(Where necessary, the following 
minutes may have been edited for 
clarity or brevity)

The Regular Meeting of the Coun-
cil of the Rural Municipality of Spir-
itwood No. 496 was held on Tuesday, 
Feb. 8, 2022. 

In attendance were Reeve Shirley 
Dauvin, Division 1 Larry Vaagen, Divi-
sion 2 Al Steinhilber, Division 3 Terry 
Wingerter, Division 4 Dennis Laven-
ture, Division 6 Bevra Fee, Adminis-
trator Colette Bussiere, and Foreman 
Darcy Laventure. 

Division 5 is vacant.
A quorum being present the meeting 

was called to order at 9 a.m. by Reeve, 
Shirley Dauvin.

Steinhilber: That the agenda be ad-
opted as presented. Carried

Steinhilber: That the minutes of 
the Jan. 11, 2022, Regular Meeting of 
Council be approved as presented. Car-
ried

Laventure: That the minutes of the 
Jan. 24, 2022, Special Meeting of 
Council be approved as presented. Car-
ried

Dauvin: That the Regular Meeting of 
Council be adjourned at 9:20 a.m. to 
move in camera to discuss legal mat-
ters. Carried

The regular meeting of Council was 
called back to order at 9:24 a.m.

Wingerter: That the Administrator’s 
report having been read now be filed. 
Carried

Foreman Darcy Laventure joined the 
council meeting at 9:25 a.m.

Laventure: That the Foreman’s re-
port having been read now be filed.

Foreman, Darcy Laventure left the 
council meeting at 10:26 a.m.

Steinhilber: That we approve the logo 
for the RM of Spiritwood No. 496 as at-
tached. Carried

Fee: That the regular meeting of 
council be adjourned at 11:07 a.m. to 
discuss HR matters. Carried

Administrator Colette Bussiere left 
the council meeting at 11:07 a.m.

Administrator Colette Bussiere re-
turned to the council meeting at 12:13 
p.m.

Steinhilber: That the bank reconcil-
iation for the month ending Jan. 31, 
2022, be accepted as presented. Car-
ried

Vaagen: That the “List of Accounts” 
as listed on the attached Schedule 
“A” forming part of these minutes be 
passed for payment.

• Cheque No. 13519-13559 
($572,618.86)

• EFT  Payments - ($26,065.28)
• EFT Grader Lease Payment - 

($6,065.49)
• Payroll File No. 354 & 356 - 

($26,387.96). Carried
Fee: That the updated Statement of 

Financial Activities for the month end-
ing Dec. 31, 2021, be accepted as pre-
sented. Carried

Steinhilber: That the 2022 salary 
schedule be approved & attached here-
to forming part of the minutes. Carried

Wingerter: That we acknowledge & 
accept the Dec. 31, 2021, inventory val-
ue for pest control supplies, culverts 
& gravel stockpiles as attached & pre-
sented. Carried

Laventure: That the discretionary 

use application to construct an acces-
sory residential dwelling be approved. 

The application for more than one (1) 
dwelling on a parcel conforms to Sec-
tion 5.4 of the Zoning Bylaw, in that, if 
it is an accessory agricultural residen-
tial dwelling to be occupied by a person 
or persons who are engaged on a full-
time basis for at least six (6) months of 
each year in an agricultural operation, 
and the additional dwelling is located 
on a parcel containing a permitted ag-
ricultural operation.

Solid waste & liquid domestic waste 
shall be disposed in accordance with 
provincial regulations. Carried

Vaagen: That the RM of Spiritwood 
No. 496 in consideration of the pay-
ment of $9,973.13 does hereby remise, 
release and forever discharge Ander-
son Building Movers 1996 Ltd & Wil-
liam J Johnson from and against all 
claims, demands, actions and causes of 
action for damages arising on account 
of damage to property (including loss 
of use thereof) arising out of an acci-
dent which occurred on or about the 
22nd day of September, 2021, at or 
near Grid 695, Shell Lake in the Prov-
ince of Saskatchewan. Carried

Steinhilber: That the RM of Spirit-
wood #496 hereby releases Larry Sie-
gel, Jeanette Siegel & SGI Canada from 
and against all claims & actions and 
causes of action for damages arising on 
account of damage to property arising 
out of an accident which occurred on or 
about the 19th day of October, 2021, at 
or near Spiritwood in the Province of 
Saskatchewan. Carried

Fee: That the request by the Spirit-

wood Public Library to pay for one (1) 
additional hour for 2022 be approved, 
and that the request for $1,000 in 
grant funding for custodial services & 
supplies also be approved. Carried

Vaagen: That we enter into a road 
maintenance agreement with Soucy 
Holdings to haul 2,500 tonne of timber 
on Grid No. 696 & Grid No. 946 from 
the following land locations:

• NW 27-53-12-W3
• NW 27-54-11-W3. Carried
Steinhilber: That Karen Kramer be 

appointed to the Meeting Lake Region-
al Park Authority as a representative 
for the RM of Spiritwood for a two (2) 
year term ending Dec. 31, 2023. Car-
ried

Fee: That, Reeve, Shirley Dauvin has 
the authority over the Rural Munici-
pality of Spiritwood No. 496 Canada 
Revenue Agency Business Account No. 
130405228; and 

That Chief Administrative Officer, 
Colette Bussiere has the authority to 
access offline & online services for the 
CRA Business Account No. 130405228 
as a representative of the Rural Munic-
ipality of Spiritwood No. 496. Carried

Wingerter: That the RM of Spirit-
wood No. 496 acknowledges the cost 
overrun in the Environmental Carry-
ing Capacity Study for Meeting Lake 
and agrees to provide additional fund-
ing in the amount of $3,387. Carried

Laventure: That the list of lands in 
arrears be accepted as presented, ad-
vertised and attached hereto forming 
part of the minutes. Carried

Steinhilber: That the meeting be ad-
journed. Carried

Minutes of an RM of Spiritwood meeting

The joke was on taxpayers on April Fools’ Day
By Franco Terrazzano
CTF Federal Director

It’s not an April Fools’ joke: 
politicians are raising their 
own salaries at the same time 
they’re hiking carbon taxes 
and alcohol taxes.

“The joke is on taxpayers 
and it isn’t funny as our mem-
bers of Parliament pocket a 
pay raise while emptying our 

wallets with higher carbon 
and booze taxes,” said Franco 
Terrazzano, Federal Director 
of the CTF. “Canadians are 
struggling with higher prices 
on everything and the least 
our MPs could do is cancel the 
cruel April Fools’ Day joke and 
end the tax hikes.”

On April 1, the federal car-
bon tax increased to about 11 

cents per litre of gasoline, 13 
cents per litre of diesel and 10 
cents per cubic metre of nat-
ural gas. The carbon tax will 
cost a family about $8.40 ev-
ery time they fuel up a mini-
van with gasoline. 

The alcohol escalator tax 
automatically increases feder-
al excise taxes on beer, wine 
and spirits every year on April 

1. Taxes already account for 
about half of the price of beer, 
65 per cent of the price of wine, 
and more than three quarters 
of the price of spirits.

Meanwhile, MPs are giving 
themselves pay raises every 
year on April 1. This year’s pay 
raise will range from an extra 
$3,700 for a backbench MP to 
an additional $7,400 for Prime 

Minister Justin Trudeau, ac-
cording to the CTF’s estimate 
based on private-sector union 
agreements published by the 
federal government.

“Politicians don’t deserve a 
raise when they make life less 
affordable with higher taxes,” 
said Terrazzano. “The feder-
al government should reverse 
the pay raises and tax hikes.”

Advertising 
Deadline is

FRIDAY 4:00 P.M.
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ELECTRICIAN

Residential, Commercial 
& Agricultural 

Wiring & Trenching
Skid Steer Service

Jake Verbonac 
306-747-9073

Serving Shellbrook 
& Surrounding area

&J H Electric

FUNERAL SERVICES

Courteous, professional,
reliable, plumbing, heating,

gas fitting services

Ph: 306-747-4332
Shellbrook, Sask.

PLUMBING

Your Guide to
Home Services &
Repair Professionals

HEARING

Call today for your 
 Hearing Test!

1-306-883-3997
Hearing Aid Sales and Services

101 Main Street, Spiritwood

HEARING CENTRE

LAWYER

Law Office
DELBERT DYNNA

100A - 10th St. East
Prince Albert, SK S6V 0Y7

phone (306) 764-6856
fax (306) 763-9540

Preferred areas of practice:
Wills, Estates, Real Estate

Glen Jantz
306-984-7634, Leoville

gcjantz@gmail.com
Licenced & Bonded
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Call today for your 
 Hearing Test!

1-306-883-3997
Hearing Aid Sales and Services

101 Main Street, Spiritwood

HEARING CENTRE

HEARING

CONSTRUCTION
 

 
 

Your Local New Home Builder 
• General Contractor 

• New Homes - Design/Build 
 

Serving Spiritwood & 
surrounding area 

 

Office - 306-883-1500 
Cell – 306-883-7003 

Murray Loewen 
 

 

 
 

Your Local New Home Builder 
• General Contractor 

• New Homes - Design/Build 
 

Serving Spiritwood & 
surrounding area 

 

Office - 306-883-1500 
Cell – 306-883-7003 

Murray Loewen 
 

ACCOUNTING

Weberg 
Accounting

Services
Andrea Weberg 

CPTP, DFA-TSS

306-747-2244 
Shellbrook

ADVERTISE HERE

This Space Is 
Waiting For You

Keep Your Business In 
The Public Eye And A 

Quick Reference At Your 
Customer’s Finger Tips.

Call Today:
306-747-2442
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Call Today:
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TRUCKING

Grain, Fertilizer, or Pellet Hauling
Call/Text: 780-872-3324

Email: Northcountry06@outlook.com
Owners: Ed & Faryn Anderson

P Construction Ltd.
Spiritwood, SK

306-883-7305
Equipment Rentals Available

• 5 tonne Zoom Boom
• 10 tonne Zoom Boom
• Skidsteers
• Excavator

Call for pricing & 
bookings! Ask for Paul

CONSTRUCTION

FUNERAL SERVICES

“Faces you know, people you trust at a time you need them the most”

306-747-2828 (24 hrs.)
101 Railway Ave. W., Shellbrook, SK

Monument Sales & Pre-arrangements Available
Shellbrook – Spiritwood – Big River – Debden  

Prince Albert – Canwood – Leask 
www.beaulacfuneralhome.com

INSURANCE

1-877-898-8248 (TAIT)

Shellbrook  306-747-2896
Canwood  306-468-2227
Leask  306-466-4811

email: office@taitinsurance.ca
www.taitinsurance.ca

General, Health & Hail Insurance
Motor License Issuer

Electrical Contractor
• Residential, Commercial 
& Industrial Installations

• New Builds
• Renovations

Shawn Madden
306-220-7979
maddenbroselectric@outlook.com

Spiritwood, SK

ELECTRICAL

LOCAL

REAL ESTATEREAL ESTATE

306.883.7449
Call or text

Residential | Cottage | Agricultural | Commercial

www.heathersarrazin.com

Located in Shell 
Lake and proudly 

supporting & 
serving our local 

communities!

of the Battlefords
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SWNA Blanket Classifieds

Reaching over 6 million people weekly. 
Cost for 25 words:

Saskatchewan market ..............$209.00
   One Zone  ............................$86.00
   Two Zone ..........................$123.00
Alberta market .......................$269.00
Manitoba market ...................$189.00
BC market .............................$395.00
Ontario market ......................$439.00
   Western Ontario  .................$155.00   
   Central Ontario  ..................$129.00
   Eastern Ontario ..................$145.00
   Northern Ontario  ..................$90.00
Quebec market
   English ...............................$160.00
Atlantic market ......................$200.00
Across Canada  ..................$1,977.00
Also Available: Quebec (French)  ................$967.00

Career Ads
Reaching Over 600,000 People Weekly

Rates: $7.79 per agate line 
 Size: 2 col. x 2” ...................$424.00

Deadline for Booking/Material 
Friday at 4 p.m.

Contact the Shellbrook Chronicle
306-747-2442

or Email:
chads@sbchron.com

All prices plus applicable taxes. 
NOTICE

This newspaper accepts advertisements in good 
faith. We advise that it is in your interest to 
investigate offers personally. Publications by this 
paper should not be taken as an endorsement of  
the product or services offered.

Shellbrook Chronicle 
Reaching over 10,000 people weekly. 

Personal Classifieds: 
$16.00 for 20 words + 20¢ additional 

words for the 1st week. 
Additional weeks: $8.00/week + GST.

Classified Display: 
$26.25/column inch. Minimum 2 
column inches - $52.50 + GST.

For All Other Advertising 
Please Contact Our Office at:

Ph: 306-747-2442 or Fax: 306-747-3000
Email: 

news: chnews@sbchron.com
advertising: chads@sbchron.com

Phone
306-747-2442

Fax
306-747-3000

Email
chads@sbchron.com

P.O. Box 10, Shellbrook, SK S0J 2E0
Advertising Deadline - Friday: 4:00 p.m.

Subscriptions 
$80.00 + $4.00 (GST) = $84.00/year

Salers, Bulls, Easy 
Calvers, Red and 
Black, Robert Stieb, 
Parkside, 306-747-
3302.  3-16

MIDNIGHT STAR 
RANCH PB Black 
Angus Bulls, Pri-
vate Treaty, Low 
to moderate feed 
ration, extensive 
vitamin and mineral 
program, semen 
tested, up to date 
vaccinations, low to 
moderate birthing 
weights. Located 
4km south of Shell-
brook Campground 
on pavement. Watch 
for signs! West side.
We don’t just raise 
bulls, we develop 
them. Special 
thanks to past and 
present customers
Cell: 306-747-9559 
Home: 306-747-3321
 15-26

BLACK ANGUS 
BULLS FOR SALE 
– by Private Treaty. 
A good selection of 
responsibly bred 
and fed 2 year olds, 
ready to work for 
you. Also develop-
ing a pen of year-
ling bulls for those 
interested for later 
use, new bloodlines 
from Power Weight; 
First Class; Big 
Time; Tour of Duty; 
Resource; and 

Upward. Reasonably 
priced. Please call 
Christopher @ West 
Cowan Apiaries 306-
469-4970 or 306-469-
7902.  21-26

BLACK AND RED 
Angus Yearling and 
2 yr. old Bulls on 
moderate growing 
ration. Adrian or 
Brian and Elaine 
Edwards, Valleyhills 
Angus – Glaslyn, SK. 
PH: 306-441-0946 or 
306-342-4407.  17-21

FOR SALE – One 
year old laying hens. 
$3 a piece. Dead or 
alive. Call before 
April 11. 306-466-
6912.  3-14

One quarter of 
overgrown pasture 
with about 120 tame 
pasture for rent to 
crop. Bush can be 
pushed as well. Near 
Wingard ferry just 
off the river. Doug 
306-716-2671

DOG GROOMING – 
Spring hair cuts for 
small and medium 
sized dogs. Done at 
my acreage. Reason-
able prices. Susan 
306-747-3143.

HONEYWOOD 
HERITAGE NURS-
ERY is looking for 
youth aged 16 to 30. 
The position will 
focus on applicants 
facing employment 
barriers such as: 
recent immigrant, 
single parent, visible 
minority, living with 
physical disability, 
low income house-
hold or left school 
before graduation. 
Duties are hands on 
& outside work!
Nursery Mainte-
nance, mowing, 
potting, planting and 
caring for plants & 
trees, interact with 
visitors, help with 
sales. This is a full 
time position for 4 
months starting May 
2nd. Email your re-
sume & cover letter 
to: honeywoodn8@
gmail.com or mail it 
to Box 117, Parkside, 
SK. S0J 2A0. 3-14

Lois and all the 
Hughes family 
would like to thank 
everyone for the 
wonderful kindness 
and support shown 
following John’s 
recent death.
The food, cards, 

flowers, donations 
for Shellbrook 
Pool, messages and 
tributes to John have 
helped us so much at 
this sad time.
God Bless you all.
Lois Hughes

REAL ESTATE

Shawna 
Schira-Kroeker

Your Local Realtor®

306-441-1625 (cell)
ssk@littleloon.ca 

www.shawnaschirakroeker.ca
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LIVESTOCK
FOR SALE

R & D Tax 
Service

Income Tax Prep
Co-op Building 

Centre (formerly
E & B Lumber)

511 Service Rd. East 
Shellbrook

MON. to FRI.,
9:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.
Rosalyn or Donna

306-747-4344

SERVICES

HENS FOR SALE

HELP WANTED

CARD OF 
THANKS

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

In the estate of 
Bernice Crawford, 
late of Shellbrook, 
Saskatchewan, deceased. 
All claims against the 
above estate, duly verified 
by statutory declaration 
and with particulars and 
valuation of security held, 
if any, must be sent to the 
undersigned before the 
15th day of May, 2022.
NOVUS LAW GROUP
Barristers & Solicitors
1200 Central Avenue
Prince Albert, SK S6V 4V8
Attention: Bill Cannon
Solicitors for the Estate
 2-14

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

LAND FOR RENT

blanket 
classifieds

Reach more 
than 500,000 readers.  

306-747-2442

By Jackie Bantle
Do you know where your potatoes are com-

ing from?  Depending on where you get your 
seed potatoes, garlic bulbs, lily plants/bulbs, 
perennials or even soil grown shrubs and 
trees, you may be getting more than you bar-
gained for. You may be infecting your garden 
with a disease that is on the rise in Saskatch-
ewan:  Clubroot.  

Clubroot is caused by a microscopic patho-
gen, Plasmodiophora brassicae which lives 
in the soil.  You may have heard about club-
root in relation to reduced yields and vigor 
in canola fields. However, club root affects 
all plants in the Brassicaceae family (cab-
bage family), including:  broccoli, cauliflower, 
Brussels sprouts, cabbage, canola, mustard 
and cruciferous weeds such as wild mustard, 
stinkweed and shepherd’s purse.  In the last 
15 years, Plasmodiophora brassicae has be-
come more and more prevalent in Saskatch-
ewan soils.  

Clubroot was first reported in western Can-
ada in a few home gardens in the Edmonton 
area in the mid-1970s. Broccoli, cabbage and 
cauliflower plants were exhibiting symptoms. 
The disease first became an economic issue 
in 2001 when a crop of Chinese cabbage was 
damaged near Edmonton in 2001. In 2003, 
clubroot was detected, for the first time, in a 
canola field northwest of Edmonton. A recent 
report released by the Saskatchewan Gov-
ernment indicates that visible symptoms of 
clubroot have been reported in 80 commer-
cial canola fields in Saskatchewan since 2017. 
Most fields are located in northern Saskatch-
ewan. 

The symptoms of clubroot vary, depending 
on the stage of growth at the time the plant 
is infected. In early seedling stages, infected 
plants will be wilting, stunted, prematurely 
set flowers (broccoli) or fail to form quality 
sized heads (cabbage and cauliflower).  Even-
tually the stunted, yellowing plants succumb 
to a premature death.  

Above ground clubroot symptoms are often 
confused with drought or nutrient deficien-
cies but the actual reason for these symptoms 
is due to galls on the roots.  Club root galls are 
usually more lobed and larger than normal 
nodules on the roots:  these galls inhibit the 
plants ability to absorb water and nutrients.  
The disease is favored by warm, moist soils.  

Because clubroot is a soil borne disease, 
resting spores of the disease found in the 
soil can be spread from field to field via con-
taminated soil on agricultural equipment, 
vehicles, construction equipment, rototillers, 

gardening tools, potatoes, bulbs (lily, garlic, 
onions and others) or even shrubs, trees or 
perennials that have been dug up in infected 
soil. Secondary contamination can occur via 
wind, soil with water and soil on plant mate-
rial such as bales, organic mulch or infected 
compost.  Resting spores can survive an ani-
mal’s digestive system and can live in the soil 
for up to 20 years.  Because, clubroot can be 
an economically devastating disease for farm-
ers and market gardeners, it is very important 
to eliminate the movement of soil from infect-
ed to non-infected areas.

Once club root spores have infected an area, 
it is very difficult to eliminate the spores:  the 
goal is to prevent contamination in the first 
place. To minimize the spread of club root, 
source garden/landscape plants from club-
root-free areas.  Remove soil from garden 
tools, rototillers and plants when moving 
from one area of soil to another. Practice a 
minimum three year rotation, with brassica 
plants being planted in the same area only 
once every three years. Control weeds belong-
ing to the Brassica family in the garden (ex. 
wild mustard, shepherd’s purse, stray canola)

If club root is suspected and you want a pro-
fessional diagnosis, air-dry root samples in 
double paper bags OR freeze the samples in a 
double Ziploc bag (samples must remain fro-
zen if this option is chosen). Send the samples 
to the Ministry of Agriculture’s Crop Protec-
tion Laboratory at 346 McDonald Street, Re-
gina SK, S4N 6P6, telephone 306-787-8130 
for diagnosis.  You may mail, courier or drop 
off samples in person.  There is a $50 fee for 
visual inspection.  

For more detailed information and photos 
of clubroot galls, read the online publication: 
Clubroot Management Plan http://publica-
tions.gov.sk.ca/documents/20/107465-Club-
root%20Managament%20Plan_072018.pdf.  

This column is provided courtesy of the 
Saskatchewan Perennial Society (SPS; sask-
perennial@hotmail.com).

Clubroot disease:  
A concern for gardeners  

Clubroot infecting broccoli plant. 
Image credit: Gerald Wood bug-
wood.org
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Shellbrook Chronicle 
& Spiritwood Herald 

The 

Shellbrook Chronicle 
& Spiritwood Herald 

are proud to serve as your trusted local 
newspaper and advertiser!

Contact us at:
306-747-2442 or chads@sbchron.com

Is your community group or non-profit 
organization holding an event?

Take advantage of our 
COMMUNITY CALENDAR
With the purchase of a 2 column x 2 inch display ad, 

we will advertise your community event in our 
Community Calendar FREE for two weeks 

prior to the event!

$60 + GST - A savings of over 30%

Don’t miss out on letting your community 
and others know about your event!

Let your community know about 
the services you offer!

*All rates are subject to applicable taxes (5% GST)

2 x 2 (Bus. Card Size) $69.00

2 x 4 $138.00

1/8 Page $172.50

1/4 Page $350.00

1/2 Page $650.00

Full Page $950.00

Colour is an additional $90

We are also your local supplier for:
• Business Cards
• Rubber Stamps
• Posters
• Paper Supplies

• Photocopies
   - Full Colour & Black/White

• Brochures
• Invoices & Forms

• Envelopes
• Cheques
• Labels
• and More!

Have flyers you need to distribute? Give us a call!

$70 per 1,000 (Inquire about volume rates)
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