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Capner wins Baseball Sask. Builder of the Year award
Jamie Capner may have been the last 

to find out he’d been nominated for 
the Baseball Sask. Builder of the Year 
Award, which honours individuals who 
have “contributed in an outstanding 
manner in developing and structuring 
baseball teams/leagues or associations 
in their communities.”

The founder of the Shellbrook 
Knights baseball program, and two-
time provincial champion coach, only 
found out three weeks ago, when he 
received an email informing him he’d 
won the award.

“I’m not the one who needs people to 
recognize me for doing stuff. I just do 
it because I love doing it,” he said of his 
initial reaction to the news. “Thinking 
more about it, I was pretty grateful for 
it. It was humbling.”

When he introduced the Shellbrook 
Knights baseball program to the com-
munity in 2021, Jamie Capner had no 
way of knowing what the U11 Shell-
brook Knights’ inaugural baseball 
season would bring. For him, starting 
the program was a way for him to get 
involved in the community while fos-
tering his son’s budding interest in 
baseball.

Boasting a modest roster of 11 U11 
players, Capner’s Shellbrook Knights 
joined Prince Albert’s Minor ball 
league. Learning and growing through-
out the season, the Knights finished at 
the top of their league and moved on to 
host the Tier 5 U11 Provincial Baseball 
Championship, organizing the event 
with just two weeks notice. 

To make it even sweeter, the team 
went on to win provincial gold in front 
of its hometown crowd — a victory 
Capner credits to his players and the 
Shellbrook Knights’ enthusiastic par-
ent group.

With the bar set high after the pro-
gram’s first season, Capner and the 
small but committed Shellbrook 
Knights Board knew the baseball pro-
gram had to expand in its second sea-
son and wanted to do so in conjunction 
with Shellbrook Minor Sports. Minor 
Sports was supportive of the idea, and 
agreed to promote boy’s baseball from 
U13 down, while keeping girl’s softball 
and Rangers fastball intact. 

Based on Capner’s early prognostica-
tions, the expectation was to have one 
Shellbrook Knights baseball team at 
every level, and perhaps 45 kids reg-
istered. In the end, more than 70 kids 
registered from U13 down, enough for 

one U13 team, two U11 teams, and two 
U9 teams. The U7 program, mean-
while, saw 30 kids enroll.

And once again, the program was 
an overwhelming success, as the U11 
Knights hosted and won Tier 5 provin-
cials for the second year running.

The Shellbrook Knights program’s 
successes and exponential growth over 
the course of just two seasons were 
just one of many reasons Capner was 
nominated for the Baseball Sask. 2022 
Builder of the Year Award.

“It feels good to know we’re doing 
something the right way,” Capner 
said. “Building it from the ground up, 
we didn’t know where we were going 

to end up. But we’re obviously doing 
something right in our program, if peo-
ple are actually recognizing it.”

Adding that he likes the publicity the 
award gives to the Shellbrook Knights 
program, and to baseball in general, 
Capner says he’s excited to be a part of 
the sport’s growth in the province. 

Indeed, Baseball Sask. reported 
18,000 registered ball players last sea-
son, a provincial record.

“Being part of that, as a whole, is big 
on its own,” he said. “If we can contin-
ue to grow and build our program to 
one of the better programs in the prov-
ince, that’s what our goal should be. 
The more kids we can get into baseball, 

the better.”
Capner’s focus on growing Shell-

brook’s baseball program is yet an-
other reason he was nominated for his 
award.

“We currently have teams for players 
aged U13 and under, but that will ex-
pand to include the U15 age group next 
year,” nominator Dave Philp wrote in 
his submission to Baseball Sask. “With 
these plans to include more kids in the 
sport, Jamie is also envisioning how 
to expand, improve and enhance the 
Shellbrook Sports Grounds to make 
the existing diamonds more conducive 
to the sport that has become so popu-
lar in this community.”

306-883-2391 | 120 MAIN STREET

Shellbrook’s Jamie Capner (right) has been named Baseball Sask.’s 2022 Builder of the Year for his work 
in founding the Shellbrook Knights baseball program.



As the month of Octo-
ber has been proclaimed 
as Cyber Security Aware-
ness Month in Canada, 
Spiritwood’s Prairie 
Centre Credit Union staff 
celebrated Credit Union 
Day by partnering with 
the Spiritwood RCMP on 
an informative presenta-
tion about fraud aware-
ness and prevention.

The presentation was 
held in the Spiritwood 
Legion Hall on Oct. 20, 
from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m., 
and was open to anyone 
interested in attending. 
Additionally, donuts, 
coffee, and beverages 
were served to guests. 
Those who came in also 
had their names also 
added to a draw.

During the morning 
session, about 15 people 
came in to participate 

in the agenda. When the 
doors opened, Mavis Be-
lisle won the early bird 
prize for being the first 
person to walk in.

There were test ques-
tionnaires provided to 
help expand attendees’ 
knowledge about fraud 
and cyber security, as 
well as games.

The Spiritwood RCMP 
scheduled two presen-
tations, an open house-
style session at 11 a.m. 
and a presentation for 
the Grade 12 students of 
Spiritwood High School. 
When the RCMP per-
sonnel were called out 
just before the first ses-
sion, credit union staff 
stepped in to lead the 
talk.

Fortunately, Sergeant 
Sebastian Andrews from 
the Spiritwood RCMP 

made it to the Legion 
Hall to lead the presen-
tation for the high school 
students, and also for 
some people who were 
free to participate. 

He provided a lot of 
information about cyber 
incidents and the safe 
and proper use of so-
cial media platforms. A 
couple of staff members 
from the PCCU Rose-
town branch were also 
there for a visit and to 
offer more information.

Elsewhere, there was 
also plenty of activity 
in the branch for credit 
union members. There 
were free donuts offered 
and prizes were given 
away hourly starting 
at 9:30 a.m., when the 
doors opened, until 4:30 
p.m.

Senior Relationship 

Manager, Janine Dou-
cette, said that Credit 
Union Day has always 
been an annual event 
and this year they decid-
ed to incorporate Fraud 
awareness, as October 
is Cyber Security/Fraud 
Awareness Month.

“Fraud is a growing 
concern, and we want 
to help our community 
identify the signs and 
how to protect them-
selves,” she said.

“Knowing the rightful 
use and information is 
an asset, but the essence 
of sharing the knowledge 
to the community is the 
fulfilling part.”

Doucette added that 
they have great staff at 
the credit union and 
with everyone helping to 
contribute, it resulted in 
a successful day.
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Spiritwood’s PCCU holds Credit Union Day

Spiritwood’s Prairie Centre Credit Union staff cel-
ebrated Credit Union Day on Oct. 20, offering the 
community information about fraud prevention.

Spiritwood Lions Craft Sale
Saturday, November 26th

10 am – 4 pm @ Spiritwood Civic Centre

50 tables for your shopping delights
Lunch Counter Available
For booking information contact:

Marlene Walter 306-883-8610 | Brooklyn Orange 306-883-9494

Come start your Christmas shopping!
Proud to support our local community

Canwood & District Bus Assoc.
Annual Craft & 

Home-Based Business Sale
Saturday, November 5

Canwood Elks’ Community Centre, 10 a.m. - 3 p.m.
Come & do your Christmas shopping
 from the wide variety of crafts, etc. 

Lunch Served * Free Admission

TOWN OF BLAINE LAKE
Notice of Call for Nominations 

Municipal By-Election
PUBLIC NOTICE is hereby given that nominations of 
candidates for the office of:

COUNCILLOR:  TOWN OF BLAINE LAKE
NUMBER TO BE ELECTED: ONE (1)

Will be received by the undersigned Monday to 
Thursday, 8:00 am to 12:00 pm and 1:00 pm to 4:00 pm 
from October 27, 2022 until November 10, 2022 at the 
Blaine Lake Town Office.
Nomination forms may be obtained at the following 
location(s):

The Town of Blaine Lake Municipal Office
301 Main Street

Blaine Lake, SK  S0J 0J0
Nomination forms are available on our website:
www.blainelake.ca
Dated this 27th day of October, 2022.
Louanne Roschuk, Returning Officer

NOTICE OF 
ABANDONMENT OF POLL

The Rural Municipality of Medstead No. 497
2022 Municipal Elections

Whereas the following, being nominated for the 
office of Councillor, are the only candidates for 
those offices, I hereby give notice that no voting 
will take place on November 9th, 2022.

Councillor, Division 2: LORA HUNDT
Dated this 20th day of October, 2022.
Christin Egeland
Returning Officer

Notice of 
Abandonment of Poll
Rural Municipality of Shellbrook No. 493

Whereas:
Councillor for Division No. 2 – Phil Hamel
Councillor for Division No. 4 – Jay Ferster
Councillor for Division No. 6 – Ivan Tenbos

Nominated for the said office are the only candidates,
I hereby give notice that NO voting for the said offices 
will take place on November 9th, 2022, and that the 
following person are elected by acclamation.
Dated at Shellbrook, Saskatchewan this 20th day of 
October, 2022.
Duane Storey
Returning Officer

Darlene Bear was the main draw winner on Credit 
Union Day, receiving a bag full of goodies.

Sgt. Sebastian Andrews of the Spiritwood RCMP 
leads a fraud prevention presentation for Spirit-
wood High School’s Grade 12 students.

Local Royal Purple 
Lodge celebrates 
Purple Thursday

What a day for the Canadian Royal Purple Lodges 
in Canada, as we visited and presented care bags to 
women’s shelters in Canada. This is the first annual 
Purple Thursday, which going forward will be held on 
the third Thursday in October. Saskatchewan Royal 
Purple lodges donated over 300 care bags to shelters 
in their communities, and the Shellbrook and Prince 
Albert Royal Purple lodges donated 40 plus care bags 
to the shelter in Prince Albert. We were met with 
such warmth and smiles.



The Prince Albert Rural Water Utili-
ty asked for public input on its plan to 
build a new water treatment plant and 
intermunicipal water pipeline, in con-
junction with the Town of Shellbrook 
and the Rural Municipalities of Buck-
land, Duck Lake, Prince Albert, and 
Shellbrook, during a pair of informa-
tional open houses.

Representatives from PARWU, and 
experts responsible for the engineer-
ing and design of the project, were on 
hand in Shellbrook and Prince Albert 
on Tuesday and Wednesday, respective-
ly, to share details about the work done 
so far, answer questions, and listen to 
concerns. Visitors were also asked to fill 
out a brief questionnaire to share their 
thoughts on the project.

Originally pitched with a price tag 
closer to $45 million, before a prelimi-
nary study pointed to $52.5 million as 
a more realistic cost, the new projected 
cost for the project is now just under $80 
million. In an update on the project sent 
out in early October, PARWU assistant 
manager Teresa Hanson cited inflation, 
materials, and construction costs as the 
reasons for the cost increase.

Though she remains optimistic about 
the project’s prospects, Hanson said 
taking advantage of a grant through the 
upcoming intake period of the Invest-
ing in Canada Infrastructure Program 

(ICIP), and other potential grant fund-
ing, will be key to making it more fea-
sible.

“Depending on where we land with 
grant funding, where the price is, and 
any other reviews, if those happen, we’ll 
see if it’s going to be achievable,” Han-
son said at the Shellbrook open house, 
noting that these things are unlikely to 
be known until spring of next year.

In addition to casting a shroud of 
uncertainty over the project itself, the 
new price tag of $80 million also rais-
es questions about water rates. Han-
son said she couldn’t comment on how 
those might change, calling them “a 
moving target.”

Regardless, she sees the project as the 
best option for both PARWU and all the 
communities involved.

“For PARWU, we can grow,” she said. 
“Our mandate is to supply good drink-
ing water. To try to get more people with 
a good, steady source of water in all the 
communities [in the area], and acreage 
owners… it would benefit all parties.”

As of last week’s open houses, heritage 
and environmental studies had been 
completed, as had the pre-design for the 
project. That leaves the project waiting 
on the final design and tender-ready 
documents from Associated Engineer-
ing, and the final report on the water 
distribution piece (the three pipelines 
that will deliver water).

There will be a stop point this spring, 
at which time all parties will decide the 
fate of the project.

“If all the ducks were in perfect align-
ment, construction could potentially 
begin late next year,” she said.

Exploration of the project began in 

January 2021, when the Town of Shell-
brook and the Rural Municipality of 
Shellbrook formed a steering commit-
tee with PARWU to commission a feasi-
bility study on the construction of a new 
water treatment plant and the pipeline 
to Shellbrook.

Six months later, a parcel of land was 
purchased for $900,000, with the idea 
that it would serve as the location for 
PARWU’s new water treatment plant. 
The nearly 25-acre site is located off Pe-
ter Pond Road on the north side of the 
North Saskatchewan River.
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PARWU holds informational open houses

Remembrance Day 
Wreath Sale 

Friday, October 28, 2022
1:00 pm to 6:00 pm 

@ the Shellbrook Legion Hall

Lest we forget
November 11

22104SC0

Canwood Library hosts 
pumpkin fun

The Canwood Wapiti Library Branch 
recently benefitted from a donation of 
pumpkins from Brenda Larsen’s prolif-
ic garden crop, making for a thrilling 
afternoon for Friday’s After School 
Kid’s Club crafters. The kids were able 

to use pumpkin decoration kits, gift-
ed to the library by Margie Storey, to 
make their own spooky creations. A 
few of the finished project pieces now 
decorate our library, but some just had 
to go home for show and tell there.

Advertising 
Deadline is

Friday 4:00 p.m.



A rare showing of high-
stakes political theatre is 
centre stage in Ottawa, as 
the Public Order Emergency 
Commission’s inquiry into 
the federal government’s use 
of the Emergencies Act con-
tinues to deliver Shakespear-
ean twists and turns.

Presided over by Justice 
Paul Rouleau, who has the 
unenviable task of determin-
ing whether Prime Minister 
Justin Trudeau was justified 
in taking the unprecedented 
and extraordinary step of in-
voking the Emergencies Act to end the 
Freedom Convoy protests earlier this 
year, the inquiry is certain to please no 
one entirely.

For its part, Mr. Trudeau’s govern-
ment will have to justify its claims that 
it had no other choice but to invoke the 
Emergencies Act “for reasons of na-
tional security, threats of violence, and 
economic damage.” In doing so, it will 
also have to make the case that none 
of its existing powers to address these 
issues were sufficient to end the Free-
dom Convoy protests.

Yet, whether it does so or not, very 
little will change after Mr. Rouleau 
arrives at his conclusion. After all, the 
inquiry is not a trial. No charges will 
be laid if Mr. Trudeau is found to have 
overstepped, and no automatic election 
will be triggered. 

At best, a ruling against the federal 
government gives Pierre Poilievre’s 
Conservative Party more political am-
munition to use against Mr. Trudeau 
and his government in the next federal 
election. 

But said election may not happen 
until 2025, and there’s no guarantee 
voters will care about the issue by then 
(especially when more than 50 per cent 
of Canadians agreed with the govern-
ment’s use of the Emergencies Act).

The big win, then, will be for partic-
ipants in the Freedom Convoy and the 
blockades at the Ambassador Bridge 
and Coutts border crossings, who will 
receive some overdue vindication.

Conversely, if the inquiry ends with 
a ruling in Mr. Trudeau’s favour, his 
opponents will dismiss the conclusion 

as further proof of corruption 
and Canada’s irredeemable 
shift towards tyranny.

In short, people will con-
tinue to believe what they’ve 
always believed about the 
Freedom Convoy and the 
Emergencies Act, regardless 
of the outcome. And slowly, 
life will go back to normal, 
and most Canadians will for-
get all about this episode in 
our nation’s history.

Nonetheless, it is still 
worth looking more closely at 
the nuance that has emerged 

from the inquiry, dispelling much of 
the sensationalism surrounding the 
Freedom Convoy.

Contrary to claims from Mr. Trudeau 
and other Liberal government officials, 
the Ontario Provincial Police’s (OPP) 
intelligence arm never found evidence 
demonstrating that the Freedom Con-
voy posed a direct threat to national 
security. While there were some con-
cerns about public safety and officer 
safety as the protesters set up camp 
in Ottawa, these concerns were about 
“spontaneous lone-wolf actors,” rather 
than an organized violent uprising.

In another blow to Mr. Trudeau’s 
case, the Canadian Security Intelli-
gence Service (CSIS) found no evi-
dence of foreign actors or foreign funds 
supporting the Freedom Convoy move-
ment.

While this may make it seem like an 
open-and-shut case, there’s no denying 
the economic damage done by the bor-
der blockades and the complete shut-
down of Ottawa’s downtown core.

Bill Anderson, director of the uni-
versity of Windsor’s Cross Border In-
stitute, said the blockade of the Am-
bassador Bridge resulted in $3 billion 
to $6 billion of goods being held up or 
rerouted. Meanwhile, the cost of the 
Coutts blockade was pegged at $49 
million per day.

One could also conceivably argue 
that the loss of control at Canadian 
border crossings, and in the nation’s 
capital, does meet the threshold of be-
ing a national security concern.

As for threats of violence, there is ev-
idence to suggest that at least a small, 

fringe element of the protesters at the 
Coutts border crossing hadn’t ruled out 
the use of force.

In a police raid prior to the breaking 
up of the Coutts blockade, RCMP of-
ficers seized a cache of weapons, am-
munition, and body armour. All told, 
13 people involved in the blockade 
were arrested, with four of them facing 
charges of conspiracy to commit mur-
der. These cases continue to make their 
way through the courts.

In summary, there is a credible foun-
dation for Mr. Trudeau to contend that 
the Emergencies Act was invoked “for 
reasons of national security, threats of 
violence, and economic damage.” 

What remains to be seen, is whether 
or not any of the other tools at his gov-
ernment’s disposal would have been 
just as effective in ending the Freedom 
Convoy protests.

What is certain, is that there were 
astounding failures at all levels when it 
came to dealing with the occupation of 
Ottawa’s downtown core.

An assessment of the Ottawa police 
“deployment plan” on Feb. 10 by the 
RCMP, the OPP, the Toronto Police 
Service, and other police organizations 
determined the response to the crisis 
up to then was characterized by a lack 
of intelligence, and a failure to commu-

nicate and collaborate.
Despite warnings from the OPP 

about the gravity of the situation in 
Ottawa, the provincial government of 
Premier Doug Ford refused to take re-
sponsibility (even though policing falls 
under provincial jurisdiction). It even 
went so far as refusing to take part in 
meetings with the city and the feder-
al government, arguing it would be a 
“waste of time” to sit around a table.

At the same time, outgoing Ottawa 
Mayor Jim Watson says both the pro-
vincial and federal governments didn’t 
respond fast enough to pleas for more 
police resources. And when 250 addi-
tional RCMP officers were promised to 
Ottawa, most of them were assigned 
to protective services for Mr. Trudeau 
and the Governor General and were 
not actually available to Ottawa police.

This scenario suggests there were 
other tools available to the federal gov-
ernment aside from the sledgehammer 
of the Emergencies Act. 

But what we will never know is 
whether these alternatives would have 
ended the Freedom Convoy protests.

Perhaps we’ll answer this question, 
along with countless others, as the in-
quiry unfolds.

For now, all we can do is watch as the 
gong show continues.
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Emergencies Act inquiry 
offers answers, questions
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The halls of the Sas-
katchewan Legislature 
are buzzing with activity 
as we prepare for the up-
coming fall session. This 
summer, we spent a lot 
of time canvassing com-
munities and meeting 
with everyone we could. 
Thanks to your feed-
back, we are now pre-
pared to continue down 
the path of sustainable 
growth. 

We have heard the call 
for support and more 
staff in the healthcare 
sector. In response, 
we have launched the 
Health Human Resourc-
es Action Plan, a four-
point approach to re-
cruit, retain, train, and 
incentivize the health-
care system. A large part 
of that plan is ensuring 
we have the boots on the 
ground to support res-
idents across the prov-
ince. 

We are cutting red tape 
to allow those trained in 
healthcare to apply their 
skills here in Saskatche-
wan and encourage new 
candidates to consider 
the field. Over 125 new, 
full-time, frontline po-
sitions are now available 
on HealthCareersIn-
Sask.ca, with another 50 
part-time jobs enhanced 
to full-time. These op-
portunities span 49 

communities, drawing 
professionals towards 
rural and remote areas 
where their skills are 
needed. 

Investing in health-
care and bolstering our 
workforce supports 
the growth that Sas-
katchewan is enjoying 
right now. August fig-
ures show Saskatche-
wan leads the nation in 
wholesale trade growth, 
increase in building in-
vestment also ranks first 
in the country, and we 
are second nationwide 
in manufacturing sales 
growth. Each month we 
see new reports show-
ing Saskatchewan is an 
economic leader, and 
we intend to keep that 
going into the future. 
We believe in building a 
supportive business cli-

mate that will welcome 
investment, create jobs, 
and allow growth that 
works for everyone. 

To that end, we have 
heard the call from res-
idents to stand up to 
the federal Liberal-NDP 
coalition plans that 
will negatively impact 
our province. Fertilizer 
mandates, the carbon 
tax, confiscating legal 
firearms and blocking 
economic growth are 
just some of the concerns 
we have heard from you. 

Our white paper re-
leased this month titled 
Drawing the Line: De-
fending Saskatchewan’s 
Economic Autonomy 
speaks to our govern-
ment’s intentions. In 
1930, Saskatchewan se-

cured constitutional au-
thority over natural re-
sources. In recent years, 
the current federal gov-
ernment has encroached 
on those rights, dis-
guised as environmen-
tal concerns. Continued 
interference could cost 
Saskatchewan $111 bil-
lion by 2035. Our gov-
ernment will deliver the 
Speech from the Throne 
Oct. 26, 2022, outlin-
ing steps to protect our 
economy and the jobs 
that Saskatchewan fam-
ilies need. 

We are also joining 
with other provinces to 
let the federal govern-
ment know that we will 
not use police funding 
to support the confisca-
tion of legal firearms. 

Saskatchewan, Alberta, 
Manitoba, New Bruns-
wick, and Yukon gov-
ernments are all calling 
on the federal govern-
ment to halt their plans 
to use police resources 

to take over 100,000 
legally purchased fire-
arms across Canada. 
Provinces opposed to 
the program are saying 
the misuse of firearms 
by criminals is where the 
focus needs to be.

Saskatchewan is lead-
ing the way. We have 
made significant prog-
ress in creating an eco-
nomic climate that will 
attract businesses and 
industries looking to 
invest. Ongoing private 
investment shows con-
fidence in our people, 
creates jobs that support 
families, and allows for 
more government pro-
grams and services. It’s 
growth that works for 
everyone. 
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Report from the Legislature

ViewpointViewpoint

HON. SCOTT MOE, 
PREMIER

~
MLA for Rosthern -

 Shellbrook
Toll Free: 

1-855-793-3422
scottmoe.mla@sasktel.net

HON. JEREMY 
HARRISON 

 MLA
~

 Meadow 
Lake

Toll Free: 
1-877-234-6669

jharrisonmla@sasktel.net

0 - 6 Months
7 - 12 Months
13 - 18 Months
19 - 24 Months
25 - 30 Months
31 - 36 Months
37 - 42 Months
43 - 48 Months
49 - 54 Months
55 - 60 Months

=
= 
= 
= 
=
= 
=  
= 
=
=     

2.50%
2.75%
3.00%
3.50%
4.00%
4.50%
5.25%
6.00%
6.50%
7.00%

4.54%  E�ective Rate

Receive 10 guaranteed rate 
increases - one every 6 
months for 60  months.

Available for a limited time.  
Call or visit a branch for 
more information!

pccu.ca

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY

Hidden Hills is accepting applications for 
part-time and full-time work for the Golf Pro 
Shop and lounge for the 2023 golf season.

Employment is from May 1st to 
Thanksgiving Monday.

Applicants must be of 19 years 
of age or older.

Send resume to Len Stener at:
shellbrookgolf@sasktel.net

R.M. OF LEASK NO. 464

PUBLIC NOTICE
Public notice is hereby given that the Council of the Rural 
Municipality of Leask No. 464 intends to adopt a bylaw under 
The Planning and Development Act, 2007 to amend Bylaw No. 
2/20, known as the Zoning Bylaw.

INTENT
The proposed bylaw will rezone the land from Resort 
Commercial (RC) to Lakeshore District (LD).

AFFECTED LAND
The affected lands are Lot 4C and 4D, Block 3, Plan 84B13418 
as shown within the bold dashed line on the following map.

REASON
The reason for the 
amendment is to allow for 
the zoning change from 
Resort Commercial (RC) to 
Lakeshore District (LD).

PUBLIC INSPECTION
Any person may inspect 
the bylaw at the municipal 
office between 9:00 a.m. 
and 4:00 p.m. on Monday 
through Friday excluding 
statutory holidays. Copies 
are available at cost. 

PUBLIC HEARING
Council will hold a public hearing on November 10, 2022, at 
9:15 a.m. at the Leask Municipal Office to hear any person or 
group that wants to comment on the proposed bylaw. Council 
will also consider written comments received at the hearing (or 
delivered to the undersigned at the municipal office before the 
hearing).
Issued at Rural Municipality of Leask No 464 this 13th day of 
October, 2022.
Riannon Nelson
Administrator

R.M. OF LEASK NO. 464

PUBLIC NOTICE
Public notice is hereby given that the Council of the Rural 
Municipality of Leask No. 464 intends to adopt a bylaw under 
The Planning and Development Act, 2007 to amend Bylaw No. 
2/20, known as the Zoning Bylaw.

INTENT
The proposed bylaw will rezone the land from Agricultural 
Resource District (AR) to Lakeshore District 2 (LD2).

AFFECTED LAND
The affected land is a portion of SW 19-48-07 W3 as shown 
within the bold dashed line on the following map.

REASON
The reason for the 
amendment is to allow 
for the development 
under Lakeshore District 
2 (LD2). 

PUBLIC INSPECTION
Any person may inspect 
the bylaw at the municipal 
office between 9:00 a.m. 
and 4:00 p.m. on Monday 
through Friday excluding 
statutory holidays. Copies 
are available at cost.

PUBLIC HEARING
Council will hold a public hearing on November 10, 2022, at 
9:30 a.m. at the Leask Municipal Office to hear any person or 
group that wants to comment on the proposed bylaw. Council 
will also consider written comments received at the hearing (or 
delivered to the undersigned at the municipal office before the 
hearing).
Issued at Rural Municipality of Leask No 464 this 13th day of 
October, 2022.
Riannon Nelson
Administrator

PUBLIC NOTICE
Rural Municipality of Big River No. 555

Public Notice is hereby given that the Council of the RM of Big 
River No. 555 intends to adopt a bylaw to amend Bylaw 1/16, 
known as the Official Community Plan.
INTENT
To amend the Official Community Plan by removing Section 8, 
Concept Plans.
REASON
The reason for the amendment is Council does not consider 
the section to be relevant in the administration of the Official 
Community Plan.
PUBLIC INSPECTION
Any person may inspect the bylaw at the RM Office on any 
judicial day between the hours of 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Copies 
are available at a cost of $1.00.
PUBLIC HEARING
Council will hold a public hearing on November 14th, 2022 in the 
Big River Community Centre at 606 First Street North, Big River, 
SK at 10:30 am. Council will also consider written comments 
received at the hearing or delivered to the undersigned at the 
municipal office before the hearing.
Issued at Big River this 20th day of October, 2022.
Michael Yuzik
Rural Municipal Administrator



The Spiritwood Literacy Partnership: 
Links to Learning, was the lucky recip-
ient of the First Book Canada Market-
place grant this past summer.

The grant received by the Spiritwood 
Literacy Partnership totaled $10,000 
in books. As members of the organi-
zation understand the importance of 

literacy in early childhood, they decid-
ed to disperse the $10,000 in books to 
schools in the communities of Med-
stead, Leoville, and Spiritwood.

On Thursday, Oct. 20, the organi-
zation began giving out the books to 
Pre-Kindergarten to Grade 2 students 
of Hartley Clark and Rivier Elementary 

Schools. They will hand out the remain-
ing books to students at other schools at 
a later date.

The First Book Canada Marketplace 
is a non-profit social enterprise that be-
lieves that education is the best way out 
of poverty for children in need. They ad-
dress the needs of students by providing 

educators and program leaders serving 
low-income communities with access to 
free and low-cost books and resources 
to help create educational equity. They 
believe every family should have a book 
library and, through grants provided, 
they were able to create 175 book librar-
ies for local students.
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Spiritwood Literacy Partnership disperse books to schools

Students from Hartley Clark Elementary school accept a donation of books 
from the Spiritwood Literacy Partnership.

22105GE0

A Spiritwood Literacy Partnership member reads to Rivier Elementary 
School students, as part of a donation of books to the school.



In celebration of Sas-
katchewan Library Week, 
the Leask Wapiti Library 
hosted an author reading on 
Tuesday, Oct. 18. 26 people 
attended to hear Gayle M. 
Smith talk about her book 
Thickwood, and to share a 
few excerpts from her book, 
as well as some information 
on how she chose to write 
about this subject.

Thickwood is a fiction 
book that is set just after 
the Second World War and 
during the time of the for-
mation of the Royal Com-
munity Pasture in the area. 
Gayle talked about growing 
up in central Alberta on a 
subsistence farm and how 
her childhood experiences 

and love of horses influenced 
and guided her writing.  

She also talked of re-
searching the area and 
meeting pasture manager, 
Cliff Willick, and how he 
allowed her and her hus-
band to take a pack trip in 
the Royal PFRA pasture. In 
meeting with the locals, she 
heard many stories about 
events in the pasture that in-
spired her novel. 

With a strong female pro-
tagonist and horses with 
characters of their own, 
reading Thickwood will be 
an enjoyable way to spend a 
cold fall evening. Thickwood 
is published by a new Sas-
katchewan press, Shadow-
paw Press.

Grain and oilseed pro-
ducers had to have shud-
dered just a bit following 
a recent report by David 
Lobb, speaking to the 
senate committee on ag-
riculture and forestry’s 
soil study.

Lobb said not much has 
changed since the Sen-
ate’s Soil at Risk report in 
1984.

If that is true, it is sug-
gestive that efforts to bet-
ter conserve our topsoil 
these past four decades 
have had little impact to-
ward improving things.

My writing career 
doesn’t reach back quite 

four decades, but it is 
close, and certainly 
through that time I have 
written a lot of articles on 
soil conservation.

Through that time, 
there have been initia-
tives such as Save Our 
Soils, and a move to zero, 
or no till, seeding in an 
attempt to preserve trash 
cover to protect the soil 
from blowing in prairie 
winds, and to better hold 
water in the soil. There’s 
also been a move to chem 
fallow for the same rea-
sons.

Each of the steps was 
supposed to be helping, 

and when the measures 
are added up, we might 
expect to see some rather 
positive results.

While obviously 40 
years is not a massive 
amount of time in terms 
of soil creation, it should 

have been enough time 
to show the measures be-
ing taken are moving the 
needle in the right direc-
tion.

Given that soil health 
has to be a paramount 
concern because it is such 
a critical resource when 
it comes to food produc-
tion, the statements by 
Lobb at the very least 
require a fresh look at 
conservation, and how to 
best go about it.

Of course, the question 
that should also be asked 
is how the sector under-
took significant changes 
in how they do things. 

Research suggested the 
changes would help, but 
the best moves seem to 
have us treading water 
in terms of soil conserva-
tion.

While research can 
never be flawless, in the 
end it really has to be 
correct. It is disquieting 
when efforts toward soil 
conservation come up 
flat, and the efforts of the 
farm sector for some 40 
years are having limited 
impact.

Certainly moving for-
ward, the agriculture sec-
tor already has its chal-
lenges, climate changes 

and how to best adopt 
GM technology being a 
couple that are leading 
the way. Now, perhaps, 
an overhaul of how to 
best conserve soil jumps 
into the mix again.

Of course, in the end, 
the agriculture sector 
needs to get it right. Soil 
is a finite and critical re-
source, so preserving it 
as best we can is a must.

The means of preserv-
ing soil must be identi-
fied and implemented as 
quickly as possible. An-
other 40 years of spin-
ning our wheels is not a 
reasonable option.
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More work needed on soil preservation

Author Gayle M. Smith shares her book, Thickwood, during 
an author reading at the Leask Public Library.

AgricultureAgriculture

Calvin

Daniels

~

Calvin 
Daniels

On Agriculture

Wed., Nov 2, 2022
Regular Sale 10:00 a.m.

Presorted Internet Calf Sale (Exotic Influence) 12:00 p.m.

Wed., Nov. 9, 2022
Regular Sale 10:00 a.m.

Presorted Internet Calf Sale (Angus Influence) 12:00 p.m.
Producers wishing to market cattle prior to sale day 
please contact the office 306-236-3411 for delivery.

FEEDER FINANCE PROGRAM AVAILABLE - Please contact Brent 

To consign cattle or 
for on-farm appraisals 

please contact 
Brent, Blair or Brody

MEADOW LAKE LIVESTOCK SALES LTD.

Your independently owned & operated livestock marketing 
facility - working with the producers’ best interest in mindteam

www.teamauctionsales.com

the electronic auction market

 Brent 306-240-5340 • Blair 306-240-9883 • Brody 306-240-6504  
 Office 306-236-3411 ~ Fax 306-236-3412  

Email: mlstockyards@sasktel.net ~  market info visit: www.mlstockyards.com 

FEEDER FINANCE PROGRAM AVAILABLE - Please contact Glen 

To consign cattle or 
for on-farm appraisals 
please contact Brent, 

Glen, Boyd or Frederick

PRINCE ALBERT LIVESTOCK SALES

Mon., Oct. 31, 2022
Regular Sale 8:30 a.m.; Presort Sale 11:00 a.m.

Mon., Nov. 7, 2022
Regular Sale 8:30 a.m.; Presort Sale 11:00 a.m.

Producers wishing to market cattle prior 
to sale day please contact the 

office 306-763-8463 for delivery.
Your independently owned & operated livestock marketing 
facility - working with the producers’ best interest in mindteam

www.teamauctionsales.com

the electronic auction market

 Brent 306-240-5340 • Glen 306-960-4732 • Boyd 306-841-7998 • Frederick 306-227-9505  
 Office 306-763-8463 ~ Fax 306-763-4620  

For market info visit: www.northernlivestocksales.ca 

A division of Northern Livestock Sales

Leask Library hosts author Gayle M. Smith



Shellbrook’s Town 
Council met for its reg-
ular meeting in person 
and via teleconference on 
Monday, Oct. 24.

In attendance were 
Mayor Amund Otterson, 
Councillors Larry Bat-
ten, Peter Halayka, Dave 
Knight, Cheryl Ledding, 
Brent Miller, and Kath-
leen Nording, and the 
town’s CAO, Kelly Hoare. 

The meeting was called 
to order by Mayor Otter-
son, and council began 
with its customary recog-
nition of Truth and Rec-
onciliation. Immediately 
after this, it approved the 
meeting’s agenda, adopt-
ed the minutes of its Oct. 
3 meeting, and moved on 
to reports.

In an update on the 
PARWU board, May-
or Otterson said he was 
planning to meet with 
the Reeves of rural mu-
nicipalities involved in 
the intermunicipal water 
pipeline project to share 
the town’s new water 
strategy and get their 
feedback.

Speaking to the Park-
land Pool Project Steer-
ing Committee’s work, 
Mayor Otterson said the 
group is still discussing 
the pros and cons of po-
tential locations for the 
pool. He also said the 
feasibility study the com-
mittee commissioned 
suggested there would 
be fewer costs to operat-
ing a new pool, due to the 
maintenance issues with 
the current pool.

Closing out a sparse re-
ports section, Hoare said 
she’s still trying to ar-
range a meeting between 
newly hired Communi-
ty Safety Officer Craig 
Young and the Ahtahka-
koop-Shellbrook RCMP 
detachment. Currently, 
Young is completing re-
quired courses for his 
job.

In the Mayor and 
Council Forum, Coun-
cillor Ledding brought 
forth concerns from rate-
payers about the lack of 
lighting on the section of 
2nd Avenue West leading 
to the hospital. Ledding 
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Hon. Scott Moe, Premier
MLA for Rosthern-Shellbrook

scottmoe.mla@sasktel.net

Hon. Jeremy Harrison
MLA for Meadow Lake

jharrisonmla@sasktel.net

Over 175 full-time health care jobs posted 
for rural and northern communities

Growth That Works For Everyone

To bolster our health care workforce and address rural and remote staffing 
challenges, these full-time permanent positions span 49 communities across the 
province. Many positions qualify for the new incentives outlined in the recently 

launched Health Human Resource Action Plan.
Available jobs are posted at HealthCareersInSask.ca

says there is one light 
along the stretch of road, 
but it isn’t working.

Mayor Otterson said 
the light should be re-
ported to SaskPower, 
and wondered if the town 
shouldn’t explore adding 
more lights to the stretch 
of road. Hoare said this 
could be added to future 
budget considerations.

Moving into new busi-
ness, council began by 
giving third reading to 
Bylaw 2022-09, The 
Traffic & ATV Bylaw.

Council then had a 
lengthy discussion about 
allowing residents to un-

dertake local improve-
ments on Town property 
at their own cost, and 
whether or not council 
should formulate a policy 
about this. 

While a couple council-
lors opposed the idea on 
the grounds that it could 
create more issues for the 
town’s public works crew, 
others saw no problem, 
so long as the policy re-
quired any work to be en-
gineered and brought to 
council for approval. 

In the end, council 
chose to proceed with 
developing a policy.

Moving on, council ap-

proved the Water Secu-
rity Agency compliance 
inspection report, an 
alignment plan provided 
by Access Communica-
tions, and a request from 
the Shellbrook Fire De-
partment to purchase a 
Holmatro Cutter at a cost 
of $19,176.79 (pending 
the R.M. of Shellbrook 
approving the purchase 
and covering 50 per cent 
of the cost).

Next, council approved 
an update to the town’s 
snow removal policy, 
which states, “All vehicles 
must be removed from 
the street after any snow-

fall event and remain off 
the street until the road 
is plowed or for 72 hours, 
whichever is first.”

Council said ratepayers 
would be informed of the 
update in the next town 
newsletter, and also re-
minded that the town’s 
policy is that snow ridges 
at the ends of driveways 
are the responsibility of 
the property owner.

Wrapping up the meet-
ing, council voted to pay 
half the bill for internet at 
the Shellbrook Theatre, 
viewing the addition of 
internet to the facility as 
a clear benefit.

Black blizzards and bankruptcy — 
The 1930s, Part 1

By Norma Galambos 
The Great Depression and The 

Dirty 30s occurred concurrently, 
and the events of those years are 
forever intertwined. 

The Roaring 20s
The decade after WWI was a 

time of celebration. The roaring 
twenties led to rapid growth in 
wealth; society had never experi-
enced a time of such prosperity. 
There was a misconception that 
you could quickly and easily make 
a fortune investing in the stock 
market. Naturally, when some 
started making money, others of 
lesser means wanted to get on the 
bandwagon—individuals and busi-
nesses who didn’t have the funds 
to purchase property or invest bor-
rowed from banks.

The Stock Market Crash
It seemed too good to be true, and 

it was. The New York Stock Market 
crashed on October 29, 1929. This 
event propelled the United States 
into a massive financial downturn. 
Investors panicked and sold their 
shares at a loss, often for next to 
nothing. Millions were wiped out 
and went bankrupt. Fewer new 
investors were willing to take a 
chance after the crash, so spend-
ing slowed, industries closed, and 
unemployment soared. When ev-
erything fell apart, many were left 
with the nightmare of trying to pay 
off debt with no savings or income. 

The Great Depression 
The stock market crash, the fail-

ure of banks, a decline in spending 
and drought all contributed to the 
Great Depression, which lasted 
twelve long years, from 1929 - 1941. 
It was a time of severe economic 
distress with global ramifications. 
It did not last as long in Canada, 
but citizens here also suffered per-
sonal and financial hardships.

Many areas of Canada depend-
ed on raw materials for domestic 
use and export income. Saskatch-
ewan saw the lowest wheat prices 
in recorded history. A bushel of 
number one went from $1.03 in 
1928 to $.47 in 1930 and $.29 in 
1932. Lower than any time in the 
preceding 400 years. Farm income 
was cut in half in Saskatchewan.

The fallout from the depression 
put banks in a challenging posi-
tion; they got stuck with farmland, 
homes, vehicles and equipment 
as borrowers defaulted on loans. 
People who had money withdrew 
it because they were scared the 
bank would fail, and they wouldn’t 
have access to their money, which 
is what happened to many. People 
stood in shock outside closed bank 
doors. Banks had used depositors’ 
funds to invest in the stock market. 

The lucky customers who man-
aged to withdraw their savings in 
time had to find an alternate place 
to stash their loot. Mattresses, tin 

containers they buried, under the 
floorboards, and, of course, the 
cookie jar were used as hiding 
spots. 

Food security is something many 
of us take for granted. We get an-
noyed if something is out of stock 
at the grocery store.

People drank milk if they still 
had a cow and ate potatoes, wild 
game and whatever canned food 
they could get their hands on. In 
place of bought breakfast cere-
al, popped corn was substituted. 
A second helping was something 
they only dreamt about. A treat for 
the kids was a piece of bread slath-
ered with lard and sprinkled with 
sugar. At times they resorted to 
eating dandelions and young tum-
bleweeds; taste was sacrificed for 
nutrition. 

Charities and individuals who 
had survived the crash stepped up 
to help people by setting up soup 
kitchens and bread lines. Once 
proud people dejectedly waited 
in long lines to get free soup and 
bread. Areas of Canada not af-
fected by the drought sent food to 
the prairies. There wasn’t an orga-
nized distribution system set up, 
so it wasn’t easy to get the food to 
the people who needed it the most 
before it spoiled.

Norma Galambos is a blogger, 
podcast host and freelance writer 
from Leask, Saskatchewan.



Saskatchewan is well 
equipped with every-
thing it needs to suc-
ceed, and its best days lie 
ahead. 

This was the key take-
away from Saskatchewan 
Premier Scott Moe’s key-
note address during his 
Oct. 20 Premier’s Dinner 
at Plaza 88 in Prince Al-
bert, where he was joined 
by members of the Sask. 
Party Caucus, local and 
regional officials, Indig-
enous leaders, and Sask. 
Party supporters.

Joe Hargrave, MLA for 
Prince Albert Carlton, 
served as MC for the din-
ner, which was the first 
to be held since before 
the COVID-19 pandem-
ic, while Fred Matheson, 
owner of Prince Albert’s 
Ted Matheson’s Mens-
wear, introduced Pre-
mier Moe.

After two years without 
such gatherings, Premier 
Moe began by reflecting 
on the Sask. Party’s suc-
cesses over the past two 
years, before casting a 
hopeful eye to the prov-
ince’s (and the party’s) 
future.

“Our potential is as 
large as it’s ever been. 
We truly are on the cusp 
of a great opportunity 
in Saskatchewan — an 
opportunity unlike any-
thing we have seen be-
fore,” he said.

“Together, as your 
united government cau-
cus moving forward, our 
focus is to continue look-
ing at how we can unlock 
Saskatchewan’s true po-
tential, and, in doing so, 
ensuring that growth 
is reinvested back into 
our communities. This 

is growth that works for 
everyone.”

Premier Moe pointed to 
many of the indicators of 
Saskatchewan’s growth, 
including the province’s 
population being on 
track to hit 1.2 million 
people by year’s end, and 
its nation-leading export 
and job growth and un-
employment rate.

All these numbers 
played into Premier 
Moe’s thought experi-
ment for the evening, in 
which he asked guests to 
imagine what a region 
that is perfectly suited to 
address the “chaos and 
uncertainty” in the world 
might look like. 

With its “indispensable 
and sustainable” supply 
of food, fuel, fertilizer, 
and technology, Premier 
Moe’s thesis was that 
Saskatchewan is already 
the region the world 
needs.

“Can you imagine how 
bright the future would 
be if only there was 
a place like that?” he 
asked. “Tonight, I’m here 
to tell you that you don’t 
have to imagine that. 
That place is Saskatch-
ewan, and that future is 
today.”

Much of the rest of 
the premier’s address 
saw him take a paint-
by-numbers approach 
to going over the work 
the Sask. Party is doing 
on behalf of the people 
of the province, from its 
efforts to develop nucle-
ar power through small 
modular reactors, to in-
vestments in healthcare, 
education, and policing, 
to its recent Affordabili-
ty Plan to help business-

es and residents weather 
the ongoing storm of in-
flation.

“A strong and growing 
economy has allowed 
us to also invest in pub-
lic services and quality 
of life in our communi-
ties,” he said. “It’s the 
increased price in re-
sources that has allowed 
for that to happen, and 
Saskatchewan people are 
the rightful owners of 
that resource.”

Premier Moe said good 
governance, at both the 
municipal and provin-
cial levels, has paved the 
road to the province’s 
bright future, by keeping 
the focus on growth and 
the promotion of Sas-
katchewan-made prod-
ucts around the world.

In a partisan turn, he 
used this as a point to 
draw a stark contrast 
between his own gov-
ernment and the federal 
Liberal government of 
Justin Trudeau. He sug-
gested Canada is “head-
ing down the same dark 
cul de sac” as European 
Union countries who, in 
the wake of Russia’s in-
vasion of Ukraine, have 
found themselves facing 
an energy insecurity cri-
sis due to their environ-
mental policies.

Referencing his gov-
ernment’s recent Draw-
ing the Line report, 
Premier Moe said the 
“climate fanaticism” be-
ing embraced by Cana-
da’s federal government 
could cost Saskatchewan 
$111 billion by 2035. 

He added that his gov-
ernment has no plans to 
back down from the fight 
to protect the province’s 

autonomy and jurisdic-
tion, and renewed his 
government’s promise to 
introduce legislation to 
address this issue during 
the upcoming fall sitting 
of the Legislature.

“We’re certainly not 
discouraged, and we’re 
certainly not going to 
be backing down any 
time soon,” he said, call-
ing some of the federal 
government’s policies 
unconstitutional. “We’ll 
continue to do every-
thing we can to defend 
Saskatchewan’s interests 
and protect the opportu-
nities for our people to 
grow and prosper in this 
province.”

“It’s time for us to put 
aside the fantasy that we 
can make this transition 
to 100 per cent renew-
ables with the flip of a 
switch. It simply isn’t go-
ing to happen,” he added. 
“Yes, we need to invest 
in renewables, and we 
most certainly are in this 
province. But renewables 
only take us so far.”

Highlighting Saskatch-
ewan’s global leadership 
on carbon capture and 
storage and enhanced 
oil recovery, Mr. Moe 

said his government will 
continue to advocate for 
an “all-of-the-above” ap-
proach to North Amer-
ican energy and energy 
security, as well as ener-
gy affordability and ac-
cessibility.

He also said his gov-
ernment isn’t giving 
up the fight on climate 
change and wants to 

make Saskatchewan’s 
economy more efficient 
and sustainable.

“This process is going 
to take some time, and 
it’s going to take our very 
best minds working to 
advance new technol-
ogies,” he said. “A lot 
of that work is already 
underway in Saskatche-
wan.”
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Moe expresses optimism at PA Premier’s Dinner

Community Calendar
~

SPIRITWOOD: Wapiti Regional Library - Tuesday 9 am - 5 pm; Wednesday 9 am - 5 
pm; Friday 9 am - 5 pm
LEOVILLE: Wapiti Regional Library - Wednesday 10 am - 4 pm; Thursday 10 am - 3 pm 
SHELL LAKE: Wapiti Regional Library - Tuesday 12:30 pm - 4 pm; Wednesday 12:30 
pm - 4 pm

~
BLAINE LAKE: Wapiti Library - Wednesday 11 am - 6 pm; Friday 11 am - 5 pm; Satur-
day 10 am - 4 pm. Contact us for more info 306-497-3130, www.wapitilibrary.ca.
BIG RIVER: Wapiti Library - Wednesday 11:30 am - 4:30 pm; Thursday 11:30 am - 
4:30 pm. Phone # 306-469-2152
CANWOOD: Canwood Branch of Wapiti Regional Library. Tuesday 10 am - 4 pm; 
Thursday 10 am - 4 pm; Friday 12 pm - 5 pm. Kids Club is Fridays 3:30 pm - 4:30 pm, 
Crafter’s Choice is the 2nd and 4th Tuesday of each month.
DEBDEN: Wapiti Library hours:  Tuesday 10 am - 3 pm; Wednesday 3 pm - 7 pm.  
Librarian: Aline Hannon
LEASK: Wapiti Library & Legacy Gallery Hours - Tuesday 10:30 am - 5 pm; Friday 
10:30 am - 5 pm; Saturday 1 pm - 4 pm
MARCELIN: Wapiti Library - Tuesday 2 pm - 7 pm; Thursday 2 pm - 8 pm; Saturday 
9 am - 2 pm. For information on all your library needs, please contact 306-226-2110.
SHELLBROOK: Shellbrook Branch of the Wapiti Library located at 105 Railway Ave., 
West (Provincial building). Library Hours: Monday 2 pm - 6 pm; Tuesday 12 pm - 8 pm; 
Wednesday 2 pm - 8 pm; Thursday 12 pm - 6 pm; Friday 9 am - 4 pm. 
LEOVILLE: St. Therese Parish, Leoville - FALL SUPPER. Sunday, November 6, Leo-
ville Community Hall, 5 - 6:30 pm. Adults $15; 6-13 Yrs. $7; Preschool Free. Raffle and 
Bingo to Follow Supper.
SHELLBROOK: Remembrance Day Wreath Sale – Friday, October 28, 2022, 1 pm to 
6 pm @ the Shellbrook Legion Hall.
SHELLBROOK: Remembrance Day Service - Friday, November 11. This year’s service 
will be held outside at the Shellbrook Cenotaph Park @ 10:45 a.m.

TRIPLE YOUR ADVERTISING
We’ll advertise your important community event in our Community Calendar 

FREE for two weeks prior to the event with purchase of a 
2 column x 2” Display ad for only:

$60.00 plus G.S.T. - A savings of over 30%
Available to Non-Profit & Community Organizations Only

Call Now For Further Details
“Don’t miss out on letting your Community and others know of your event!”

Shellbrook Chronicle & Spiritwood Herald
Box 10, Shellbrook, SK  S0J 2E0

Ph: 306-747-2442 • Fax: 306-747-3000 • Email: chads@sbchron. com

Premier Scott Moe addresses the audience at his 
Premier’s Dinner in Prince Albert.
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He’s 7-foot-4. He’s only 17 
years old. And unless you’re 
a professional basketball 
fan-geek, you probably ha-
ven’t heard of Victor Wem-
banyama. But just like al-
most everyone — hoop fans 
and non-hoop fans alike — 
has heard of LeBron James, 
Victor Wembanyama will 
soon be a household name, 
too.

He’s apparently that good. 
In the National Basketball 
Association draft in the 
summer of 2023, Wemban-
yama is almost a certainty 
to be chosen No. 1 overall, 
giving the team fortunate 
enough to own his rights a 
fighting chance to start con-
tending for NBA champion-
ships.

Wembanyama is from 
France. He plays for a pro-
fessional team called Met-
ropolitans 92 and in early 
October his club played two 
exhibition games against 
one of the NBA’s G League 
teams, the Ignite. The 
youngster’s introduction to 
the U.S. sports media was 
spectacular, as he scored 37 
and 36 points respectively, 
with 15 rebounds in the two 

games.
One person who came 

away impressed was the 
NBA’s main man, LeBron 
himself. “Everybody’s been 
a unicorn over the last few 
years, but he’s more like an 
alien,” James said on NBA.
com. “No one has ever seen 
anyone as tall as he is but as 
fluid and as graceful as he is 
out on the floor … He’s, for 
sure, a generational talent.”

Wembanyama’s Wikipe-
dia page makes reference 
to his ball-handling skills 
and shooting ability, nor-
mally not strong points for 
players of his height. In a 
description of a play in one 
of the Metropolitans 92-Ig-
nite games, the NBA.com 
site said the following: “Vic-
tor Wembanyama blocked 
a shot Thursday afternoon, 
ran to the other end of the 
court, went airborne from 
just inside the foul line, 
corralled an alley-oop pass 
with one hand and slammed 
home a dunk. The entire 
sequence lasted eight sec-
onds.”

The new NBA season is 
just under way, with Giannis 
Antetokounmpo and the 

Milwaukee Bucks favoured 
to win the championship. 
The Toronto Raptors are 
pegged by betting sites to 
have a middle-of-the-road 
season, with a playoff posi-
tion a possibility. 

How great would it be 
for Victor Wembanyama to 
wind up in a Raptor uniform 
to start the 2023-24 season? 
The French youngster might 
prefer coming to a country 
where bilingualism means 
English and French in-
stead of an American centre 
where English and Spanish 
are the favoured languages.

One NBA general man-
ager said Wembanyama is 
the most hyped prospect 

since James in 2002, which 
means, if he lives up to his 
billing, he’d be a better play-
er than Steph Curry, Kevin 
Durant, Ja Morant, Niko-
la Jokic, Luca Doncic and 
Kawhi Leonard, among oth-
ers. That’s high praise for a 
player who will stand tall 
on NBA courts starting next 
season.

• Steve Simmons of Sun-
media.com: “The Hunter 
Brothers sang the national 
anthems at the Blue Jays 
final game and hard as I 
looked I couldn’t see Dale, 
Mark, or Dave among 
them.”

• Columnist Norman Chad 
on Twitter, “Rays-Guard-
ians MLB playoff game 
through 13 innings. No 
runs, seven hits, 35 strike-
outs. Pitchers’ duels can be 
scintillating and stirring; 
however, this one has been 
more like watching a con-
crete truck at a construction 
site.”

• From a FakeKenHolland 
account on Twitter, in reac-
tion to complaints of high 
concession prices at Oil-
ers’ home games: “All hats 
collected from Connor’s 

hat-trick celebration will 
be available for sale, with a 
complimentary bag of pop-
corn, at the Rogers Place 
concession stand starting at 
the low low price of $225.”

• Comedy writer Alex 
Kaseberg, after two lacklus-
tre Thursday Night Football 
games: “There has not been 
a touchdown on Thursday 
Night Football in over six 
quarters. Right now TNF 
stands for Touchdowns Not 
Featured.”

• Another one from Kase-
berg: “During Tampa Bay’s 
21-15 win over Atlanta, Tom 
Brady received a question-
able roughing-the-passer 
call. How questionable? I’ve 
seen more vicious tackles 
waiting in line at Starbucks.”

• A groaner from RJ 
Currie of sportsdeke.com: 
“According to spotrac.com, 
Dallas offensive lineman 
Jason Peters actually has a 
base annual salary $30,000 
higher than RB Tony Pol-
lard. Might be time for the 
Cowboys to rob Peters to 
pay Pollard.”

• Headline at theonion.
com: “Astros Caught Polite-
ly Asking Catcher For Little 

Heads-Up On Pitch Selec-
tion.”

• Fark.com headline: 
“What are you in for? Bank 
robbery. You? Murder. You? 
Cheating at fishing.”

• Warriors guard Steph 
Curry, to reporters, on 
7-foot-4 French wunder-
kind Victor Wembanyama: 
“He’s like the (NBA) 2K 
create-a-player; he’s every 
point guard that wants to 
be 7 foot. Cheat-code type 
vibes, man.”

• Janice Hough of left-
coastsportsbabe.com, on 
the Blue Jays’ painful col-
lapse with an 8-1 lead in the 
AL Wild Card playoffs: “On 
the other hand, they’ve been 
made honorary Toronto Ma-
ple Leafs.”

• Norman Chad again, on 
Twitter: “If Aaron Judge had 
played for 73-99 Angels and 
Shohei Ohtani had played 
for 99-63 Yankees, Ohtani 
would win the MVP award. 
And, frankly, New York 
would’ve replaced the Stat-
ue of Liberty with the Statue 
of Ohtani.”

Care to comment? Email 
brucepenton2003@yahoo.
ca

NBA ready to greet the ‘next Lebron’

SportSSportS

BRUCE 
PENTON

~

U18 Elks split weekend home games
The Parkland U18 AA Elks were 

back in action over the weekend, 
hosting the Saskatoon Icehawks 
and the Saskatoon Screaming 
Eagles at the Richardson Pioneer 
Recreation Centre on Friday and 
Saturday evening.

The Elks had an uneven first 
week of their 2022-2023 regular 
season campaign, scoring a win, 
a tough loss, and two crushing 
defeats. This weekend continued 
that pattern, as the Elks managed 
a win and a loss.

Elks (5) vs Hawks (3)
Both the Elks and the Icehawks 

struggled out of the gate on Friday 
night, failing to generate much 
offence or many shots on goal 
through the first six minutes of 
action. This all changed, howev-
er, when a turnover in the neutral 
zone opened the door for the Elks 
to draw first blood.

Tyson Gagnon scored the 
game-opener on a beautiful move 
to tuck the puck around the goal-
ie’s outstretched pad. Colton Som-
merfeld and Cody Morash earned 
assists on the goal.

The Icehawks were quick to 
retaliate after the next face-off, 
rushing down the ice and tying 
the game at 1-1 just 57 seconds 
later. Solly Ness scored the goal, 
with an assist from Kole Kicia.

Gradually, the Icehawks built 

more momentum through the 
period, and a poorly timed neu-
tral zone penalty by the Elks gave 
them the ammunition they need-
ed. It took the Icehawks just 11 
seconds of power play time to go 
up 2-1, as Luca Salmaso found the 
back of the net with a top-shelf 
floater. Tyler Terichow and Pier-
son Main assisted on the goal.

As the period wore on, the Elks 
got their skates back beneath 
them, keeping the score locked at 
2-1 as the action moved to the sec-
ond frame. The beginning of the 
period was marked by ineffective 
power plays for both teams, and 
more back and forth hockey with 
few scoring opportunities.

Finally, the Elks’ Kendon Ska-
licky broke the stalemate, scoop-
ing up a loose puck off an offen-
sive zone face-off and blasting it 
home from a sharp angle. Jake 
Boettcher earned the only assist 
on the goal.

Late in the period, the Elks 
showed grit by killing off a 
four-minute penalty. Hunter Na-
konechny was strong in the Elks’ 
goal throughout, weathering a 
storm of scoring chances from the 
Icehawks to keep the game knot-
ted at 2-2 heading into the third 
period.

Starting the period with the 
power play, the Elks failed to gen-

erate any real chances. But that all 
changed on their next man advan-
tage, as Kamden Shewchuk tipped 
home a shot to give the Elks the 
lead. Kaiden Couture and Chase 
Hansen assisted on the goal.

The Elks poured on the pres-
sure, going up 4-2 with the help 
of another neutral zone turnover 
and some nifty moves by Skalicky. 
Brendan Aug and Couture assist-
ed on the goal.

Down but not out, the Icehawks 
rallied later in the period, closing 
the gap back to one on a goal from 
Hunter Thomas. Mateo Tremonte 

and Caine Lofstrom assisted on 
the goal.

On the power play in the final 
90 seconds, and with their goal-
tender pulled, the Icehawks failed 
to tie the game up. This allowed 
Boettcher to secure the Elks’ 5-3 
win on an empty netter, with an 
assist from Hansen.

Elks (2) vs Eagles (5)
Hosting the Saskatoon Scream-

ing Eagles Saturday night, the 
Elks shot themselves in the foot 
with an early penalty, and their 
opponents were more than happy 
to capitalize on the error. Maver-

ick Rowlett scored the goal, with 
assists from Taite Donkin and 
Drew Walters.

The Eagles’ lead grew to two 
goals near the end of the period, 
as Donkin took a pass from Jase 
Postnikoff and put it in the back 
of the net.

The Elks found their footing to 
start the second period, as Cody 
Morash scored on an assist from 
Tavis Galloway. But the Eagles 
had an answer late in the frame, 
restoring their two-goal lead on a 
tally from Aidan Joyce, assisted 
by Donkin.

The Eagles then came out in 
dominant fashion to start the 
third period, as Denym Manty-
ka pushed the score to 4-1 on an 
unassisted goal. And 10 minutes 
later, Jared Boehm tallied for the 
Eagles, on a helper from Elias Flo-
ry, to put the score at 5-1.

With the game all but over, Ken-
don Skalicky tallied in the final 
two minutes to salvage some pride 
for the Elks and cement a 5-2 de-
feat. Morash assisted on the goal.

With the win and the loss over 
the weekend, the Elks now sit at 
2-4 on the season, putting them 
well down in the standings.

Their next home game, against 
the conference-leading Warman 
Wildcats, isn’t until Friday, Nov. 
11.

Elks forward Tyson Gagnon fights off two Icehawks defend-
ers and scores the game-opening goal.


