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Ahtahkakoop Cree Nation revives Traditional Powwow
By JORDAN TWISS

Shellbrook Chronicle Reporter

What began as little more than a hope 
and a prayer three years ago was real-
ized on a grand scale last week, as the 
Ahtahkakoop Cree Nation revived its 
Traditional Powwow from Aug. 27 to 29.

This marked the first time in 40 years 
the community has hosted a Traditional 
Powwow, inviting nearly 500 commu-
nity members and First Nations mem-
bers from across Canada and the Unit-
ed States to come out and express and 
share their cultures through three days 
of dancing, drumming, and singing. 

For Chief Larry Ahenakew, the return 
of the Traditional Powwow signals a 
revival of Cree culture, traditions and 
community spirit — something he feels 
the community is finally ready for as it 
looks to heal its intergenerational trau-
mas.

 “We weren’t ready for it, even 50 
years ago. Culturally, we weren’t ready, 
I think,” Chief Ahenakew said of why the 
community stopped hosting a tradition-
al Powwow all those years ago.

“But after seeing residential schools 
and all the trauma with them, our elders 
said their prayers and saw that we need-
ed more of our own culture within our 
community.”

It was one of Chief Ahenakew’s aun-
ties who came to him three years ago 
with a wish to start a new tradition and 
do more to promote culture within the 
community. Before that could happen, 
though, the community needed to build 
its own powwow arbour, and a commit-
tee was formed to strategize and see the 
project through to completion.

Through the committee’s hard work 
and dedication, the brand-new powwow 
arbour was completed about a year and a 
half ago, allowing for the elders’ wish for 
the Traditional Powwow to come true.

For the uninitiated, Chief Ahenakew 
says a Traditional Powwow differs from 
other powwows because it’s more cere-
monial than competitive.

“At a Traditional Powwow, they dance 
for themselves, not for the money,” he 
explained. “They come for the fun, for 
family gatherings, and meeting new 
friends from other communities.”

While the revival of the Tradition-
al Powwow is intended as a benefit for 
the whole community, Chief Ahenakew 
believes it’s especially important for the 
community’s youth — and all Indige-
nous youth — to be given more ways to 
practice their culture and dance.

To this end, Chief Ahenakew says his 
personal highlight of the Tradition-
al Powwow came on day two, when 80 
young dancers were initiated and giv-
en outfits befitting their specific style 

of dance. With this initiation, Chief 
Ahenakew says the community now 
boasts 150 dancers.

“We had to start something new and 
awaken our spirits — to let our youth 
know it’s alright to dance with your 
culture and whatever your spirit feels,” 
Chief Ahenakew said.

“Hopefully they’ll continue dancing.”

Looking to the future, Chief Ahenakew 
says he’s guided by the wisdom of Chief 
Ahtahkakoop’s words, “Let us not think 
of ourselves, but our children’s chil-
dren.”

His hope is that the Traditional Pow-
wow will be hosted every year going for-
ward, that it will continue to grow each 
year, and that the powwow arbour will 

serve as the heart of the community’s 
culture and spirit for the next 100 years.

“I hope and pray that everybody un-
derstands our culture, and that they’ll 
come out of their shells,” he said. “It’s for 
our community, for our elders, for our 
youth, and for the future generations to 
come.”

More photos on page 2
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healthy & prosperous harvest!
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fall allergies?
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Jingle dancer Graycen Thomas showcases her skill. � Photo courtesy of MLT Photography



By JORDAN TWISS
Shellbrook Chronicle 

Reporter

As the Town of Shell-
brook’s CAO, Kelly Hoare 
spends a lot of time talking 
to ratepayers, fielding their 
questions, and listening to 
their feedback (both posi-
tive and negative). Too of-
ten, though, she feels that 
residents who are dissat-
isfied with something the 
town has done resort to 
behaviour that could be 
construed as bullying or ha-
rassment.

After a recent incident in 
which a municipal employ-
ee was publicly named and 
targeted with negative com-
ments on social media, she’s 
drawing a line in the sand 

to protect the 
rest of her 
staff. At town 
council’s Aug. 
19 regular 
meeting, she 

informed council that the 
Town of Shellbrook Face-
book page would no longer 
be used to post alerts about 
water breaks, sewer issues, 
or any infrastructure-relat-
ed matters.

The incident that drove 
Hoare’s decision happened 
earlier this summer, af-
ter the town experienced 
a water break and a series 
of sewer issues impacted a 
number of residents.

“It stems from an incident 
of someone not liking the 
way somebody said some-
thing, and then addressing 
our staff by name on so-
cial media, and not really 
thinking about the ramifi-
cations that could have for 
that staff member or their 
family members,” Hoare ex-
plained.

Hoare says the decision to 
step back from social me-
dia is about nipping things 
in the bud before they can 
snowball into something 

more serious, and poten-
tially more harmful. 

Rather than wade into 
the comments and engage 
in a he said-she said match, 
Hoare warns that those who 
publicly target municipal 
employees with derogato-
ry comments could end up 
receiving a letter from the 
town’s lawyer.

“Whether you do it online, 
on the phone, or in person, 
running down our employ-
ees, or our place of employ-
ment, because you don’t like 
something that council has 
passed… it doesn’t do well 
for our wellbeing,” Hoare 
said.

Though she acknowledges 
that social media is a tool for 
informing residents about 
town business, Hoare says 
all important information 
will now be disseminated 
through the town’s phone 
tree — which the town has 
been trying to sign residents 
up for over the past seven 

years — and through 
the town’s website 
(townofshellbrook.
ca).

Meanwhile, the Town of 
Shellbrook Recreation Face-
book page will continue to 
be used to post information 
about upcoming events.

Going forward, she hopes 
residents will be more 
mindful of how they treat 
municipal employees.

“You could talk to almost 
any one of our employees 
and somebody has had to go 
to counselling for different 
remarks people have made 
and how we can deal with 
them,” she said.

“We all have our own is-
sues we’re dealing with in 
life. All I can say is be kind; 
it doesn’t take much to be 
kind.”

Shellbrook CAO sounds alarm on bullying
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Chief Larry Ahenakew addresses 
the crowd at the Ahtahkakoop Cree 
Nation’s first Traditional Powwow 
in 40 years.�Photos courtesy of MLT 
Photography

NOW OPEN!
ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS 

AND EMERGENCIES

107 Main Street, 
Spiritwood, SK S0J 2M0
MON – FRI: 9AM TO 5PM

spiritwooddentalclinic.ca

306-883-3366

*Kms and price in thousands. Taxes not included in price.

Toll Free 1-800-667-3353
#2 Highway West, Watrous, SK DL907154

www.centennialford.sk.ca

PICK OF 
THE WEEK

(0638UA) 

2020 EXPEDITION 
KING RANCH 4X4
3.5L-V6/ Kylss Entry/ Rmt Strt/ 

SYNC/ Htd Strng Whl/ BLIS/ 
Rvrs Snsng/ Rvrs Cmr/ NAV/ 

Trlr Tw Pkg/ Rng Brds/ Mn Rf/
Agate Black     126kms*

$59,995*

JUNSHIN JUDO CLUB
Royal Canadian Legion Hall 

[102 – 2nd Ave. E., Shellbrook]

Classes begin 
Sunday, September 8, 2024 @ 1:00 pm
Registration/Classes Begin Sept. 8 – Ages 8+

Season: Early Sept. to end of April 2025

Anyone wishing to register, call
Sensei Fred Tatler: 306-747-3143

‘A TOUCH OF 
AUTUMN’
Honeywood (Dr. A. J. Porter) 
Heritage Nursery Inc.
Provincial Heritage Site 
Parkside, Sask. 

SEPTEMBER 15TH – 11Am to 4pm
Enjoy the ‘Jam Fest’ of local musicians
Artisan displays, Tours, Food, Refreshments, 
Potted lilies, perennials, trees & shrubs! 
Special Guest: Jackie Bantle U of S Greenhouse Manager

$5.00/person, Children 10 and under free
Ph: 306-747-3307 or honeywoodn8@gmail.com
Facebook @ Honeywood Heritage Nursery Inc

PRAIRIE

PICKLEBALL CLUB

Come out and 
try the fun & 
social sport of 

RECREATIONAL 
PICKLEBALL 

in 
SHELLBROOK!

NEW PLAYERS: Free Play and Beginner 
Lesson for the month of October!

For more information OR to register, phone/text:

Rhonda Martin at (306)468-7770 or 
Dianne Roberts at (306)619-9295

Chief Larry Ahenakew stands with 
the powwow’s Senior Princess, So-
phie Ahenakew.

Dancers came from across Canada and the United States, filling the brand-
new powwow arbour. � Photo courtesy of Shareen Ahenakew

Sir Mahegan Ahenakew, a veteran 
who was knighted in Kingston, Ont., 
by the order of St. George in 2019, 
showcases his dance.

Buying? 
Selling? 

Classifieds
Work!

306-747-2442



By BEVRA FEE
Spiritwood Herald 

Reporter

A proposed merger 
between three existing 
Saskatchewan credit 
unions has been pitched 
to members of the finan-
cial institutions, with 
Prairie Centre Credit 
Union (PCCU) being the 
largest partner. 

With 17,000 members 
across 16 locations, the 
PCCU holds $1.6 billion 
in assets, while the next 
largest partner is the 
Diamond North Cred-
it Union with 15,900 
members across eight 
locations. Cypress 
Credit Union reports to 
4,300 members over six 
locations. Head offices 
for the three are located 
in Rosetown, Nipawin, 
and Maple Creek, re-
spectively.  

As part of the ongo-
ing steps being taken 
to develop a process for 
merging the three credit 
unions into one new en-
tity, virtual information 
sessions were offered on 
Aug. 19 and 26. With a 
tag line of “Driving Ru-
ral Prosperity”, PCCU 
board Chairperson 
Greg Hannay led the 
sessions and provided 
the rationale behind the 
proposed merger. 

At the top of the ses-
sion, it was made clear 
by Hannay that a part-
nership is being formed 
co-operatively and by 
no means is the under-
taking to be considered 
a takeover of any cred-
it union by another. To 
that end, a new name 
will be determined by a 
third-party marketing 
agency should the vote 

determine a successful 
partnership.

The common guiding 
claim among the three 
credit union boards is 
a commitment to their 
rural and agricultural 
roots, and a shared goal 
is that of providing bet-
ter service and rates so 
that people can bank 
where they choose. In-
creased expenses due 
to technological chang-
es, customers expecting 
more competitive rates, 
and the evolving needs 
of members are among 
the reasons cited for 
the joining of forces. 
With all three credit 
unions committed to 
rural sustainability, 
Hannay noted the pri-

mary economy consists 
of ranching, forestry, 
tourism and First Na-
tions.  

Among the benefits 
of a merger are those of 
the employees. A major 
theme throughout the 
virtual presentation 
was a commitment to 
retaining employees 
and service centres. In-
creased career oppor-
tunities and enhanced 
training and profes-
sional development 
were committed to by 
Hannay, “all staff will 
stay who want to, and 
they will have opportu-
nities to change duties 
and roles – we hope to 
retain all staff and hire 
more.  All three branch-
es are currently adver-
tising vacancies.”  

With over 300 em-
ployees serving over 
35,000 members, the 
credit unions involved 
share over $2 billion in 
assets.  

The new board com-
position would see an 
inaugural structure of 
12 directors (four from 
each credit union). The 
ultimate composition 
would see eight board 
members representing 
five geographic regions 
and four members at 
large. Terms would 
range from one to three 
years, with Blair Win-
gert of the PCCU being 
named the new CEO.

Questions from the 
online attendees of the 
virtual information 
sessions focused most-
ly on the effects of the 

merger on local branch-
es and employees. An-
swers revolved around 
an emphasis on rural 
sustainability, access to 
a larger branch network 
and access to greater 
technology.  

“We haven’t forgotten 
where we come from, 
we expect no changes to 
the existing branches” 
assured the moderator. 

When questioned 
about structure chang-

es, the reply was that all 
branches are expected 
to remain profitable — 
as they currently are 
— with no changes as 
long as members sup-
port communities and 
branches. 

One question brought 
about the possible out-
come of a negative vote, 
to which the explana-
tion was given that, in 
order to go forward, the 
vote must be supported 
by PCCU and one other 
partner. If only PCCU 
and one of the two other 
proposed partners vote 
to go forward, they may 
go forward together.  

However, PCCU must 
be one of the successful 
partners. A supporting 
vote between Cypress 
and Diamond North 
only – without PCCU 
– would not result in a 
merger. 

Voting will be under-
way as this issue of the 
Chronicle & Herald 
goes to print, as several 
of the major informa-
tion sessions and pre-
liminary groundwork 
have been checked off. 
Voting for members of 
PCCU will take place 
from Sept. 4 until Sept. 
10 in branch or via elec-
tronic ballot. Voting 
members must have 
been active as of July 
31 of this year in order 
to vote, and must be at 
least 16 years old as of 
the same date.
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Prairie Centre Credit Union explains merger

Prairie Centre Credit Union is in talks to merge with two other credit unions, but says the move will 
strengthen its offerings in small towns like Spiritwood.

24092CC1

NOTICE OF CALL FOR NOMINATIONS
RURAL MUNICIPALITY OF CANWOOD NO. 494

PUBLIC NOTICE is hereby given that nominations of 
candidates for the offices of:

Reeve
Councillor for Division No. 1
Councillor for Division No. 3
Councillor for Division No. 5

will be received by the undersigned at the municipal office 
during regular business hours until Wednesday, October 9, 
2024, at 4:00 p.m. local time.

Nomination forms may be obtained from the municipal office 
located at 641 Main Street in Canwood.

Dated this 5th day of September, 2024.

Lorna Benson
RETURNING OFFICER

Q ELECT
Doug Racine

(306) 961-9095 � dougracine@saskndp.ca

Candidate for 
Saskatchewan Rivers

Did you know?

Students deserve high 
quality public education 

and the NDP will invest to 
make it happen!

TOWN OF BIG RIVER
PUBLIC NOTICE

Public Notice is hereby given that the Council of the Town of 
Big River intends to adopt a bylaw pursuant to Section 207 of 
The Planning and Development Act, 2007 to amend Bylaw No. 
2015-02, known as the Zoning Bylaw.
INTENT
The proposed bylaw will amend Bylaw No. 2015-02, the 
Zoning Bylaw:
Section 4, General Regulations Section 4.1.21 Shipping 
Containers – All district to read:

1.	 Shipping containers shall be prohibited in all districts 
except the ID – Industrial District and C2 – Arterial 
Commercial District.

AFFECTED LAND
The affected land is legally described as all land in the C2 – 
Arterial Commercial District.
REASON
The reason for the amendment is to allow Shipping Containers 
in the C2 – Arterial Commercial District.
PUBLIC INSPECTION
Any person may inspect the bylaws at the Town Office in Big 
River on any judicial day from Monday to Friday between the 
hours of 8:30 a.m. to 12:00 noon and 1:00 p.m. to 4:30 p.m.
PUBLIC HEARING
Council will hold a public hearing on September 17, 2024, at 
1:00 p.m. in the Board Room at Big River Community Centre, 
606 1st Street North, in Big River, Saskatchewan to hear any 
person or group that wants to comment on the proposed 
bylaws. Council will also consider written comments received 
at the hearing (or delivered to the undersigned at the municipal 
office before the hearing).
Issued at Big River this 29th day of August, 2024.
Noreen Olsen, Administrator



In one of its most recent 
social media advertising 
campaigns, the Sask Par-
ty government hearkened 
back to Premier Scott Moe’s 
small-town Saskatchewan 
roots in his hometown of 
Shellbrook.

During the 30-second clip, 
Mr. Moe extols the many vir-
tues of the community (and 
yes, there are many), and 
reminds us that his govern-
ment is committed to keep-
ing Shellbrook, and com-
munities like it across the 
province, strong and growing.

While the Sask Party government 
likely doesn’t need to put in much leg-
work to shore up its rural base, the 
spot is almost certain to resonate with 
its target audience.

However, beneath the polished sheen 
of the ad’s message of “we’ve never 
had it so good” and “it’s only going to 
get better,” lies a truth the Sask Party 
government doesn’t want us to see – a 
truth it would seemingly rather ignore 
than address in any substantive way.

Granted, it would take an exceed-
ingly honest and transparent govern-
ment to use a promotional spot to talk 
about the challenges the province is 
facing (and how it plans to overcome 
those challenges); taxpayers, by and 
large, are most interested in listening 
to what a government has to say when 
it has something shiny to offer them.

But in its choice to use Shellbrook’s 
Parkland Integrated Health Centre as 
an example of the services it’s invest-
ing in, the Sask Party government is 
perhaps inadvertently inviting a dis-
cussion it would typically prefer to 
have through tailored press releases 
about everything it’s doing right. 

For as great as they are, small towns 
(and big towns) across Saskatchewan 
have found themselves in dire straits 
where healthcare services are con-
cerned under the Sask Party govern-
ment’s 17-year watch.

Parkland Integrated Health Centre 
hasn’t been spared these hardships. 
After the facility opened its doors 
in 2013, it spent much of its first five 
years operating below capacity due to 
staffing shortages.

The staffing shortages haven’t been 
isolated to the hospital, either. 

Like other small towns, Shellbrook 
has too often been a community in 
which new doctors come to build up 

their resumés. Then, once 
they’ve fulfilled their con-
tractual service require-
ments, they move on to big-
ger communities where they 
can specialize in a specific 
field of practice and enjoy a 
better work-life balance.

As conundrums go, the 
question of how small towns 
can attract and retain med-
ical professionals is difficult 
to answer.

Locally, the Parkland 
Physician Recruitment and 
Retention Committee (sup-

ported by Shellbrook and surrounding 
communities) has rolled out an exten-
sive suite of soft landing incentives, of-
fered to both physicians and nurses, to 
increase the community’s appeal.

Meanwhile, dedicated medical pro-
fessionals have turned Shellbrook into 
a training ground for young medical 
students, providing them with invalu-
able practical experience in a rural 
healthcare setting and showcasing 
what the community has to offer.

Despite these efforts (and others 
undertaken by the Sask Party govern-
ment) Shellbrook currently has just six 
out of nine physician slots filled, with 
one SIPPA-trained physician expected 
to arrive in the coming months.

When you factor in that these physi-
cians have to not only see patients in 
Shellbrook, but also work long shifts 
covering the ER at Parkland Inte-
grated Health Centre and offer clini-
cal hours in other communities a few 
times per month, you begin to see just 
how precarious the local healthcare 
system is.

In a word, it’s unsustainable – and 
not just for the physicians and nurses 
who care deeply about the communi-
ty’s wellbeing, but also for the patients 
who have to wait weeks to see a doctor 
for a simple prescription renewal, or 
days for a lab appointment they once 
didn’t even need an appointment for.

Some will blame these issues on the 
lingering legacy of the COVID-19 pan-
demic. Others will blame them on the 
way people are seeking out medical 
care by using the ER as a walk-in clin-
ic. And others, still, will lay the blame 
squarely at the feet of the Sask Party 
government.

Reality, of course, is too complex to 
be explained by a single answer. And, 
for something as complex and inter-
connected as healthcare, there are a 

myriad of factors at play in shaping its 
current reality.

Earlier this month, after physician 
Isabelle Richard wrote an op-ed in the 
Saskatoon StarPhoenix outlining her 
reasons for leaving the province after 
just three months (non-competitive 
pay, its poorly organized consultation 
system, and physician burnout and 
frustration, to name a few) Premier 
Moe appeared on the Evan Bray Show 
to say his government is addressing 
the many issues in healthcare.

Over the past 17 years, however, the 
Sask Party government has become 
more focused on claiming small vic-
tories for introducing patchwork solu-
tions that don’t truly drill down to the 
root of the problems.

It’s why we see celebratory press 
releases about the arrival of SIP-
PA-trained physicians in 14 communi-
ties (Spiritwood included) or the hir-
ing of two new perfusionists through 
the Health Human Resources Action 
Plan, even as it can’t seem to get the 
basics of paying healthcare workers 
right with its bungled and costly sec-
ond attempt at launching the AIMS 
payroll system. 

It’s why Premier Moe is cutting rib-
bons at unfinished hospital parkades, 
even as the Saskatchewan Union of 
Nurses is warning that conditions in 
the ER at Saskatoon’s St. Paul’s Hos-
pital are the worst they’ve ever been, 
with as many as 41 admitted patients 
not having beds.

It’s why the Sask Party government 

continues to champion the fictional 
wait-time reductions yielded by ship-
ping patients to out-of-province pri-
vate care providers (and past Sask Par-
ty donors, to boot), even as it declined 
a donation of a $2 million MRI ma-
chine that could have actually reduced 
wait times for diagnostic imaging.

It’s why the Sask Party government’s 
fallback, when all else fails, is to blame 
the Sask NDP government of three de-
cades ago for “closing” rural hospitals, 
even as it hasn’t re-opened the closed 
facilities and can’t adequately staff the 
facilities still operating in the province 
today.

Saskatchewan has (almost) every-
thing it needs to be a province where 
communities, both big and small, are 
strong and growing, like the Sask Par-
ty government likes to boast in its ad-
vertising.

But strong and growing communi-
ties need reliable and timely access to 
healthcare services if they’re going to 
remain that way.

While it’s all well and good to cele-
brate the small victories, there is dan-
ger in doing so in an effort to gloss 
over the very real challenges that have 
plagued the province’s healthcare sys-
tem since long before the COVID-19 
pandemic (and the new challenges 
that have cropped up in its aftermath).

If it wants to fix everything that’s 
ailing healthcare, the Sask Party gov-
ernment must focus more on action, 
and less on trying to convince us that 
everything is fine.
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Positive spin won’t fix 
Sask. healthcare issues
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By JORDAN TWISS
Shellbrook Chronicle 

Reporter

A crowd of about 20 
ratepayers gathered in 
the Leask Communi-
ty Hall on Wednesday, 
Aug. 28, to receive an 
update on municipal 
operations from council 
and administration for 
the Village of Leask.

Taking the podium 
first, CAO Yvette Hamel 
advised attendees of up-
coming municipal elec-
tions, and said all res-
idents are encouraged 
to consider running 
for mayor or one of the 
four council seats. The 
election is scheduled for 
Nov. 13.

Up next, Hamel up-
dated attendees on the 
Parkland Emergency 
Measure Organization, a 
more formal and region-
alized approach to di-
saster management that 
includes the Village of 
Leask as well as 11 other 

municipalities and ru-
ral municipalities from 
Blaine Lake to Big River. 

Currently, the organi-
zation is looking to hire 
a regional coordinator to 
lead it. In the meantime, 
the Village of Leask is 
seeking to establish a 
committee to develop a 
local emergency plan (as 
mandated by the provin-
cial government).

Turning the mic over 
to Councillor Valerie 
Priestley, the focus 
turned to water and re-
cent water treatment 
plant upgrades under-
taken by the town and 
the rationales behind 
them. These include a 
new submersible pump 
($19,603), a level con-
troller for the reservoir 
($10,162), a dialler to 
voice alarm system to 
allow for timelier re-
sponses to issues and 
remote fixes ($53,090), 
and additional doors at 
the plant to allow mem-
branes to be changed 

faster and with less 
down time ($3,707).

Priestley explained 
that all these projects 
were funded by Canada 
Community Building 
Fund (formerly Gas Tax) 
money, and that coun-
cil is looking at adding 
a second submersible 
pump as a back-up, re-
placing the existing ball 
valves with stainless 
steel ones, and upgrad-
ing the plant’s back-up 
generator.

Finally, Priestley 
said the village had the 
well serviced in June 
($3,090), and repaired 
last December ($7,569), 
and upgraded the bulk 
water fill truck ($6,318).

Keeping the focus on 
water, Priestley said 
council is discussing in-
creases to water rates.

“The objective of wa-
terworks is to be a self-fi-
nancing entity of the 
municipality,” she said. 
“At present, we pay $75 a 
month — a rate that has 

not been increased since 
2012.”

Priestley said the 
village’s waterworks 
income for 2023 was 
$244,642, with expens-
es pegged at $211,003. 
While on the surface 
this puts the village 
in a surplus position, 
she noted that the in-
frastructure fee of $20 
per month ($47,760 per 
year) should not be in-
cluded in income, mean-
ing the village is actually 
in a deficit of $14,122.

Priestley explained 
that any new water rate 
bylaw will work on a 
three-year basis, and 
said council will be dis-
cussing the rate increase 
in the coming months.

Returning to the podi-
um, CAO Hamel offered 
an update on the former 
Leask Hardware Store, 
noting that all invento-
ry has been sold or auc-
tioned off, leaving only 
regular monthly bills to 
be paid and $14,660 sit-
ting in the store’s bank 
account.

The building contin-
ues to be listed for sale 
or lease. Hamel said 
council remains con-
fident it will be sold or 
leased, and continues 
to try to promote it as 
much as possible.

Up next at the mic 

was Councillor Charles 
Smith, who provided 
an update on the rink. 
Noting that he and an-
other community mem-
ber have put in roughly 
3,240 volunteer hours, 
Smith said projects have 
included straightening 
the boards, levelling 
the ice surface, fixing 
the Zamboni, replacing 
glass, and purchasing 
a skate sharpener, to 
name just a few.

Through the 2023-
2024 rink season, the 
facility was open a to-
tal of 56 days. Though 
Smith said it’s been hard 
work to keep the rink 
going, he added that it’s 
worth it to see the smiles 
on kids’ faces.

“We’re trying to make 
the rink viable for the 
community. I think it’s 
really important,” he 
said.

Adding to Smith’s up-
date, Councillor Priest-
ley noted the rink is 
currently experiencing 
issues with the roof 
leaking over the ice sur-
face. She said council 
has passed a motion to 
spend up to $30,000 to 
repair the roof. Previ-
ously, she said, the roof 
was leaking over the 
rink’s lobby and that 
problem was fixed by 
making an insurance 

claim.
Following brief up-

dates on a handful of 
other local committees, 
the floor was opened to 
questions from attend-
ees.

Resident Bob Hryni-
uk was first to the mic, 
with a question about 
what the village was 
planning to do about the 
vacant foreman/grad-
er operator position. 
Hryniuk noted the lack 
of a grader operator is 
hurting response times 
for snow clearing and 
road repairs after heavy 
rainfalls.

Councillor Priestley 
explained that the vil-
lage has advertised to fill 
the position in the last 
year or two, but hasn’t 
received applications 
from anyone with ad-
equate experience and 
expertise. In the mean-
time, she said the village 
has secured a contractor 
to do the work as need-
ed.

Councillor Waldner 
added that the village 
will be advertising to 
fill the position again 
in the future, but won’t 
waste its money by hir-
ing someone without the 
proper qualifications.

After a few more ques-
tions and answers, the 
meeting was adjourned.
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Village of Leask holds public meeting

Community Calendar
~

SPIRITWOOD: Wapiti Regional Library - Tuesday 9am - 5pm; Wednesday 9am 
- 5pm; Friday 9am - 5pm
LEOVILLE: Wapiti Regional Library - Wednesday 10am - 4pm; Thursday 10am 
- 4pm 
SHELL LAKE: Wapiti Regional Library - Tuesday 11am - 4pm; Wednesday 12 
pm -5 pm

~
BLAINE LAKE: Wapiti Library - Wednesday 1pm - 6pm; Thursday 1pm - 6pm; 
Friday 1pm - 6pm; Saturday 10am - 3pm. Contact us for more info 306-497-3130, 
www.wapitilibrary.ca.
BIG RIVER: Wapiti Library - Tuesday 11:30am - 4:30pm; Wednesday 11:30am - 
4:30pm; Thursday 11:30am - 4:30pm. Phone # 306-469-2152
CANWOOD: Canwood Branch of Wapiti Regional Library. Summer Hours: Tues-
day 9:30am - 4pm; Wednesday 9:30am - 4pm; Phone: 306-468-2501
DEBDEN: Wapiti Library hours:  Tuesday 10am - 4pm; Wednesday 1pm - 7pm.  
Librarian: Aline Hannon
LEASK: Wapiti Library & Legacy Gallery Hours - Tuesday 9am - 2pm; Wednesday 
3pm - 6pm; Friday 11am - 5pm
MARCELIN: Wapiti Library - Monday 10am - 3pm; Thursday 2pm - 7pm. For 
information on all your library needs, please contact 306-226-2110.
SHELLBROOK: Shellbrook Branch of the Wapiti Library located at 105 Railway 
Ave., West (Provincial building). Library Hours: Monday 2pm - 6pm; Tuesday 2pm 
- 8pm; Wednesday 2pm - 8pm; Thursday 12pm - 6pm; Friday 10 am - 5pm (Story 
Time 10:30am - 11:30am); Saturday 10am - 4pm. 

~
SHELLBROOK: Prairie Pickleball Club – Come out and try the fun & social sport 
of Recreational Pickleball in Shellbrook! New Players: Free Play and Beginner Les-
son for the month of October! For more information or to register, phone/text: 
Rhonda Martin at (306)468-7770 or Dianne Roberts at (306)619-9295.

TRIPLE YOUR ADVERTISING
We’ll advertise your important community event in our Community Calendar 

FREE for two weeks prior to the event with purchase of a 
2 column x 2” Display ad for only:

$60.00 plus G.S.T. - A savings of over 30%
Available to Non-Profit & Community Organizations Only

Call Now For Further Details
“Don’t miss out on letting your Community and others know of your event!”

Shellbrook Chronicle & Spiritwood Herald
Box 10, Shellbrook, SK  S0J 2E0

Ph: 306-747-2442 • Fax: 306-747-3000 • Email: chads@sbchron. com

By JORDAN TWISS
Shellbrook Chronicle Reporter

Police are asking for the public’s as-
sistance in locating an unknown num-
ber of individuals and a grey SUV that 
were involved in a pair of violent inci-
dents on the Big River First Nation.

On Aug. 25, 2024, at approximately 
7:50 p.m., the Big River RCMP Detach-
ment received a report of an adult male 
with a gunshot wound injury on the Big 
River First Nation.

Officers responded and located the 
injured male at a residence on the Big 
River First Nation. He was taken to hos-
pital with injuries that were described 
as non-life threatening at the time.

Investigation determined the adult 
male and two other individuals were 
walking on Highway #793 when a grey 
SUV drove past, and a firearm was dis-

charged from it. One of the rounds hit 
the adult male.

Later that same evening, officers re-
ceived a report that bear mace had been 
deployed on Big Loop Road on the Big 
River First Nation. Investigation de-
termined a grey SUV drove by and un-
known individual(s) deployed the bear 
mace from it. An adult female was as-
sessed by EMS for injuries described as 
non-life threatening.

It is believed the grey SUV in both 
these incidents is the same vehicle. 

The Big River RCMP Detachment 
continues to investigate. 

Anyone with information about these 
incidents should contact Big River 
RCMP at 310-RCMP. Information can 
also be submitted anonymously by con-
tacting Saskatchewan Crime Stoppers 
at 1-800-222-TIPS (8477) or www.
saskcrimestoppers.com.

Suspect sought in Big River 
FN incidents

ATTENTION: COMMUNITY 
EVENT ORGANIZERS

HAVE A COMMUNITY EVENT COMING UP?

TAKE ADVANTAGE OF OUR 
COMMUNITY CALENDAR DEAL:

$60 + GST GETS YOU A 2x2 (bus. card size) 
AD FOR ONE WEEK PLUS AN 

EVENT LISTING IN OUR COMMUNITY 
CALENDAR FOR AN ADDITIONAL 2 WEEKS

THAT’S 3 WEEKS WORTH OF ADVERTISING, 
DIVIDED UP HOWEVER YOU WISH!

OUR PAPER IS DELIVERED TO 18 COMMUNITIES WEEKLY

PHONE: 306.747.2442
EMAIL: CHADS@SBCHRON.COM



By MAISIE KRIENKE

Golfers and fans from 
across the country gathered 
for the 24th time to partic-
ipate in the annual EK Golf 
Classic. Once again, it was an 
event that everyone enjoyed 
not only golfing, but also the 
social aspect where many 
good stories are shared.

Golfers began arriving 
Thursday, with several get-
ting set up in the Regional 
Park, and some getting in a 
practice round then slipping 
over to the Community Cen-
tre to assist with set up in 
preparation for the kick-off 
for the 24th annual event on 
Aug. 9 and 10. 

Friday morning golf began 
with seven teams hitting the 
course at 9 a.m. They were 
followed by four more flights 
throughout the day, having 
everyone complete their first 
nine holes and quickly make 
their way back to the Com-
munity Centre to examine the 
scores in preparation for the 
Calcutta. Karen Fey-Hill and 
Debbie Hein assisted with the 
registration and seeing that 
golfers got to their designated 
hole to tee-off on schedule.

Once back at the action cen-
tre, everyone took time to ex-
amine the prize table, which, 
thanks to so many generous 
family and friends, was called 
the mile-long table. Then it 
was time to throw a bid on 
some of the 22 silent auction 
items, which were all donat-
ed by fans of the event. There 
were also 50/50 tickets to 
grab, the Memorial Golf Bag, 
and no one wanted to miss 
out on tickets for the barrel 
firepit table made and donat-
ed by Dwayne Dyok.

Before being seated and 
partnering up for bidding, 
most took the opportunity 
to try to sink a putt in Ray’s 
Putting Challenge in an effort 
to get their name in the bin 

for the bar fridge full of beer 
which Nick Fouillard donat-
ed. 

The ‘Every 2 Hours’ Bucket 
List raffle kept everyone on 
their toes, as two lucky names 
were drawn every two hours.  
These names advanced to 
the final draw for a chance to 
win one of four prizes: a ta-
ble/bench, a Ron and Arlene 
Gilbert hand-crafted wine 
rack with glasses and wine, 
and two $100 certificates to 
Players Golf Gear donated by 
Dylan Smith. All these events 
were open for the two days.

Also before getting set-
tled in for bidding, everyone 
quickly made their way to the 
firepit to roast their bison dogs 
which Sandy and Faye Ingram 

once again donated for this 
event. These golfers and fans 
look forward to the ‘super bi-
son dogs’ every year! With 
full tummies, bidding part-
ners, and budgets established 
Randy and Leslie Krienke got 
the Calcutta underway. Who 
would be the wisest bidders 
would be determined by the 
second round of play, which 
took place on Saturday.

Leah Scriven’s muffins were 
enjoyed with coffee Satur-
day morning before depart-
ing for their second round 
of play. While the first flight 
was out, Sasha Balaniuk and 
Matt Skrypniuk were busy at 
the BBQ preparing the burg-
ers, which were donated by 
George and Arlene Ritchie, 

while Karen Fey-Hill and 
Wendy Greenhough were 
busy in the kitchen preparing 
the rest of the noon lunch. Jil-
lian Krienke and her partner 
Maddie Block, along with as-
sistance from Eve and Stella 
Krienke, were steady combing 
the crowd selling the Bucket 
List tickets.

Immediately following 
lunch, the second flight hit 
the course. Once again, for 
the 24th year, all golfers were 
in for driving for the ‘hole-in-
one’ on #4 in hopes of taking 
home the quad, which was do-
nated by Rally Motorsports. 
Unfortunately, the day passed 
without this dream coming 
true of anyone.  

Doug Veenstra, the master 
supper chef along with his as-
sistants Karen Fey-Hill and 
Wendy Greenhough, prepared 
supper, which was ready upon 
return of the final flight fin-
ishing up. Once all score cards 
were recorded and everyone 
was fed and watered, Leslie 
Krienke and Arlene Gilbert 
displayed the second-round 
scores.  

Some faces appeared rath-
er disappointed, while others 
had some pretty big smiles 
as they watched to see what 
share of the nearly $20,000 
was up for grabs.

Awards were presented by 
Randy Krienke. The 2024 
Championship was tied with 
Randy and Brian Krienke and 
Ray and Kelly Krienke both 
coming in with the winning 
score of 63 to have their names 
engraved on the plaque. 

Other challenges were on 
#9, where Travis and Emma 
Gould of TR Petroleum do-
nated $500 each for the gent, 
lady, and junior who landed 
closest to pin. Going home 
with these big bucks were 
Robert Ingram, Shauna Pick-
ett, and Beau Little.  

The best drivers, Will 
Hewett, Madison Krienke, 
and Garin Randall showed 
their skills on #5, where ev-
eryone competed for longest 
drive.

Gar Holbrook claimed ‘Most 
Senior Golfer’ status, while 
Jordy Bechtel and Ryder 
Osinchuk claimed ‘Most Ju-
nior’ status. Early Bird win-
ners were Faye Ingram and 
Dwayne Dyok.

The 2024 Memorial Golf 
Bag was won by Tasha Gam-
mel. The awesome barrel 
firepit table was won by Griff 
Fortier.

After two days of indoor 
putting in Ray’s Putting Com-
petition, there were over 100 
entries in the draw to win a 
bar fridge full of beer. Ron 
Gilbert was the lucky winner 
of this thirst-quenching prize. 
Bucket List winners were Ar-
lene Ritchie, Trudy Payton, 
Heather Bradley, and Kelly 
Greenhough.

After this, it was off to the 
mile-long prize table. Flights 
were randomly drawn to pick 
their prize from a selection of 
more than 180 awesome priz-
es, many of which were donat-
ed by family and friends.  

The event was once again a 
blast enjoyed by all the golf-
ers, as well as a great squad 
of cheerers and volunteers of 
all ages. This event is not only 
a blast and a challenge, but 
also a great fundraiser. Over 
the years it has supported the 
Community Centre and the 
golf club with over $200,000 
contributed to the CARRES 
facility and new families in 
Big River. This year’s support 
will go to the new bunny-hill 
lift at Ski Timber Ridge.

Everyone already has Aug. 8 
and 9, 2025, marked on their 
calendar, so as not to risk 
missing out on the 25th annu-
al EK Golf Classic!
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EK Golf Classic a hit for the 24th time

Joint winners of the 24th annual EK Golf Classic, from left 
to right: Randy and Brian Krienke and Kelly and Ray Krien-
ke.

Randy Krienke (middle right) presents to closest to the pin 
winners, from left to right: Robert Ingram, Beau Little, and 
Shauna Pickett.

Randy Krienke (left) presents longest drive prizes to winners, from left to right: Garin Ran-
dall, Will Hewett, and Madison Krienke.



In a country where ex-
port sales drive so much 
of the economy, access to 
ports is hugely import-
ant.

And in a country as 
vast as Canada, that 
means relying hugely on 
the rail system.

Whether it’s prairie 
wheat, or canola, or 
potash, most of it will 
be consumed outside 
Canada — and most of 
that consumption will 
happen outside of North 
America. It must be put 
on a ship to get to those 
markets, but first it rides 
the rails to get to port 
position.

So, when labour dis-

putes at the two key 
rail companies in Can-
ada cause disruptions 
to their service, it sends 
ripples of concern 
through the economy, 
especially among Cana-
da’s farm groups.

Certainly, the office 
email at Yorkton This 
Week has seen a steady 
flow of releases from 
farm groups.

It started in late July 
with the likes of a Wheat 
Growers release under 
the headline ‘Ministry 
of Labour Continues to 
Dither on Rail Strike’.

Then, as recently as 
August, the same orga-
nization had another re-

lease sent out under the 
headline ‘Government 
(In)Action – Days Late 
and Millions of Dollars 
Short’.

On one hand, the 
Wheat Growers release 
suggested the organiza-
tion was pleased that the 
federal government has 

finally listened and in-
voked Sec. 107 of the La-
bour Act to put an end to 
the labour strike at both 
national railways.

“The Wheat Growers 
have called for the gov-
ernment to take decisive 
action since May 2024. 
Agriculture and all other 
industrial sectors have 
been held hostage by this 
rail strike,” stated Wheat 
Growers president Gunt-
er Jochum in the release.

But the Wheat Grow-
ers also suggested to 
arrive at this juncture 
is unacceptable to con-
sumers and producers 
alike. Canadians cannot 
face the uncertainty of a 

rail stoppage every year. 
Stronger action needs to 
be put in place to ensure 
certainty for the long-
term.

“The Canadian econ-
omy has been impacted 
by this government’s in-
action. We did not need 
to be in this situation,” 
said Jochum.

And therein lies a defi-
nite conundrum of the 
situation – where rail 
disruptions do occur 
with some regularity, 
which is on one hand 
concerning for export-
ers, but part of how 
workers and manage-
ment ultimately come to 
the table to hammer out 

contracts.
There are those who 

would slap an ‘essential 
service’ tag on railways, 
and economically the tag 
would be appropriate.

But one needs to be 
careful when you limit 
the actions of workers 
and company officials 
in terms of the tools of 
strike and lock-out as a 
way to get a deal moving 
forward.

As a result, rail ser-
vice disruptions have re-
mained both an ongoing 
trade concern, and a po-
litical hot potato without 
an easily found solution 
which provides balance 
for all.
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Rail disruptions still thorn in ag sector’s side

AgricultureAgriculture
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On Agriculture

Producers have made good progress 
with harvest over the past week with 
25 per cent of the crop now harvested, 
ahead of the 5-year average of 21 per 
cent. The storms brought strong winds 
and heavy hail and in some areas, the 
hail was as large as golf balls, resulting 
in total crop loss for some producers. 
Producers are hoping for warm clear 
days to help their crops mature and 
avoid additional harvesting delays.

The southwest is leading harvest 
progress with 44 per cent of their crop 
off, followed by the southeast with 28 
per cent, the east central with 25 per 
cent, the west-central with 15 per cent, 
the northeast with 12 per cent and 
the northwest with seven per cent. 
It is reported that some producers in 
the border areas of the southwest and 
west-central regions could wrap up 

harvest by next week.
Due to the heavy thunderstorms ex-

perienced over the past week, topsoil 
moisture has improved for some re-
gions while others are still experienc-
ing dry conditions. These areas will 
need substantial rainfall and snow 
coverage to ensure a good start to the 
2025 growing season.

Topsoil moisture for cropland is rat-
ed as one per cent surplus, 39 per cent 
adequate, 36 per cent short and 24 per 
cent very short. Hayland is rated as 33 
per cent adequate, 40 per cent short 
and 27 per cent very short. Finally, 
pasture topsoil moisture is rated as 22 
per cent adequate, 39 per cent short 
and 39 per cent very short.

There was a large amount of precip-
itation reported over the week, with 
a concentration of rain in the south-

east region where the Glenavon area 
reported 94 mm and the Creelman 
area reported 76 mm. The central and 
northern regions received rain as well, 
ranging from 20 to 30 mm over the 
week. Receiving rain now has little 
benefit for the crops besides helping to 
mitigate fire risk.

Crop damage over the past week was 
mainly due to strong winds, heavy rain 
and hail resulting in lodged or com-
pletely lost crops. 

Crop yields vary across the prov-
ince with some producers experienc-
ing higher than expected yields while 
others are once again seeing less than 
average in the areas hit hardest by the 
heat and dry conditions. As they make 
their way south, birds such as geese 
and cranes have moved into fields with 
swathed crops to feast for their long 

journey. Producers hope they do not 
stay too long or congregate in great 
numbers, which could result in tram-
pled and eaten swaths.

There have been several field, equip-
ment and bale fires across the province 
over the past week and producers are 
reminded to take precautions when 
operating or maintaining equipment, 
hauling bales and conducting any oth-
er activity that poses a fire risk. Pro-
ducers should ensure they have fire 
mitigation resources at the ready and 
take it slow when working around pow-
er lines. The public is also reminded to 
exercise caution regarding machinery 
and equipment travelling on roadways. 
Harvest can be a stressful time for 
producers and the Farm Stress Line is 
available to provide support toll free at 
1-800-667-4442.

Crop Report: Aug. 20 to 26

By DAVID JENSEN
Shell Lake 50+ Club

On Aug. 26, 23 members of the Shell Lake Fifty Plus 
Club gathered to celebrate the birthdays which oc-
curred during the summer months. 

The evening began with entertainment by one of 
our members, Marilyn McGown, on the keyboard 
and guest fiddle player Dick Scotton. They played a 
mixture of old familiar tunes which included Scottish, 
French, Norwegian, and English selections. Their 
music was enjoyed by an appreciative audience. 

The birthday and anniversary people were gathered 
for a group picture. The birthday and anniversary 
songs were sung, and everyone was treated to their 
choice of chocolate zucchini cake or butter pecan cake.

Shell Lake seniors celebrate birthdays, anniversaries

Birthday and anniversary celebrants, from left to right: Janice Delisle, Sheila Nicolat, Corrie Rush 
Battersby, Aida West, Donna Prafke, Nel Heckle, David Jensen, Harvey Heckle, Garry Nickolat.

Dick Scotton and Marilyn McGown entertained 
the group with a variety of numbers.

www.shellbrookchronicle.com
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They won’t need a judge 
or jury to determine the 
Most Valuable Player in the 
American League this sea-
son. It’s a runaway for New 
York Yankees’ superstar 
slugger, Aaron Judge.

The 32-year-old centre 
fielder, a surefire Hall of 
Famer when he retires, is 
having a season to remem-
ber — and that’s saying 
something when one of his 
previous seasons resulted 
in a 62-homer campaign.

Judge, a mountain of a 
man at 6-foot-7 and 282 
pounds, set another long 
ball record recently when 
he swatted his 300th ca-
reer home run in fewer 
games than anyone be-
fore him. Through Aug. 
24 and with more than 30 
games still to play, he has 
a Major-League-leading 49 
homers, a pace that would 
give him 62 for the season. 
In a 99-game span starting 
April 27 (when he had only 
four homers), Judge blast-
ed 44 homers. Last year, 
in an injury-shortened 106 
games, Judge belted 37 
homers (a 55-homer pace 

over a full season). He is 
without a doubt the most 
feared hitter in today’s 
MLB.

Through games of Aug. 
24, Judge had 105 walks, 
including 16 intentionally. 
Blue Jays’ manager John 
Schneider showed the ul-
timate respect to Judge’s 
power in a recent game by 
walking him intentionally 
with the bases empty and 
two out — in the second 
inning. “I honestly didn’t 
feel like seeing him swing,” 
Schneider told reporters 
after the game. “That was 
kind of it. He’s in a different 
category … than anyone else 
in the league, where he can 
just flip the script of a game 
with one swing.”

Judge won’t reach the 
fear level created by Barry 
Bonds in 2004, when the 
former Giant was intention-
ally walked a record 120 
times, including once with 
the bases loaded. But Judge 
is the first player since 
Bonds 20 years ago to instil 
a similar fear in pitchers.

It’s not just home runs 
that define Judge, either. 

If not for the sensational 
play of Kansas City sopho-
more Bobby Witt, Jr., Judge 
would have a legitimate 
chance to win the Triple 
Crown. He leads the A.L. 
in homers and RBIs and his 
batting average is second 
only to Witt’s.

The National League 
MVP race is not so one-sid-
ed, however. The winner 
will likely be the Dodg-
ers’ Shohei Ohtani, who is 
not pitching this year but 
slamming home runs in 
regular fashion. In late Au-
gust, he led the NL with 41 
round-trippers and became 
the fastest player in history 

to reach the 40-40 (homers, 
stolen bases) club. If the 
Dodgers continue to lead 
their division, MVP voters 
will likely say Ohtani was 
the major reason why.

Meanwhile, Judge’s he-
roics, and that of his team-
mate, Juan Soto, who sits 
third in A.L. home runs, 
have still not been enough 
to give the Yankees a cush-
ion atop the A.L. East. 
They’ve been battling Balti-
more for top spot all season 
and it appears as if the race 
will go down to the wire.

The MVP race, however, 
is over. All rise, here comes 
da Judge.

• The late pro golfer, Chi 
Chi Rodriguez, who died 
Aug. 8 at age 88: “I don’t 
fear death, but I sure don’t 
like those three-footers for 
par.”

• Super 70s Sports: “Ce-
dric Maxwell on Pete Mar-
avich and a rookie named 
Larry Bird: ‘We come to the 
timeout and Pete says ‘Lar-
ry, they’re double-teaming 
you. You can’t force up those 
kind of shots.’ Larry looks 
up and goes ‘If you were any 

damn good, they wouldn’t 
be double-teaming me.’”

• Headline at fark.com: 
“(Patriots coach) Jerod 
Mayo promises to kick the 
crap out of anyone who vi-
olates his no-fighting rule.”

• St. Louis GM Doug Arm-
strong, justifying making 
offer sheets to two Edmon-
ton Oilers, Philip Broberg 
and Dylan Holloway: “I’d 
offer-sheet my mother if it 
would make the Blues bet-
ter.”

• Football columnist Gra-
ham Kelly in the Medicine 
Hat News, on B.C. quarter-
back Nathan Rourke’s un-
successful foray to the NFL: 
“During Rourke’s time hold-
ing a clipboard in the NFL, 
he wasn’t exactly reduced 
to cadging loose change on 
street corners. He was paid 
U.S. $513,000.”

• Comedy writer Alex 
Kaseberg: “In Santa Barba-
ra, a driver left the scene of 
his crash on a skateboard. 
Police are looking for a guy 
who answers to the name 
Dude.”

• Alex Kaseberg again: 
“Out of the NFL for almost 

a decade, Colin Kaepernick 
has turned down Jim Har-
baugh’s offer to coach at 
Michigan. Colin is holding 
out for an offer to be the 
starting QB for the Forty 
Niners, an offer that should 
come right before pigs fly.”

• Super 70s Sports: “Nev-
er forget John McEnroe 
won four U.S. Opens and 
three Wimbledons by over-
coming the gross incompe-
tence of everyone around 
him. An inspiration.”

• Headline at the Cana-
dian parody website, the-
beaverton.com: “Blue Jays 
owners shocked to discover 
you’re allowed to fire Front 
Office when team sucks ev-
ery year.”

• Jack Finarelli at TheS-
por tscurmudgeon.com, 
on the firing of slumping 
Seattle Mariners manager 
Scott Servais: “I have to be 
honest here; I didn’t realize 
that it was Servais who had 
been striking out with men 
in scoring position over the 
last 2-3 weeks.”

Care to comment?  Email 
brucepenton2002@yahoo.
ca

No rivals for Aaron Judge in MVP race

SportsSports

BRUCE 
PENTON

~

(Where necessary, the follow-
ing minutes may have been edit-
ed for brevity or clarity.)

The Regular Meeting of the 
Council of the Rural Municipal-
ity of Spiritwood No. 496 was 
held on Tuesday, July 9, 2024, in 
Council Chambers located at 218 
Main Street in Spiritwood, Sask.

Present: Reeve – Shirley Dau-
vin, Division 1 – Larry Vaagen, 
Division 3 – Terry Wingerter, 
Division 4 – Dennis Laventure, 
Division 5 – Heather Warken-
tin, CAO – Colette Bussiere, and 
Foreman – Darcy Laventure.

Absent: Division 2 – Dale Was-
den, and Division 6 – Vacant.

A quorum being present the 
meeting was called to order at 
8:11 am by Reeve Shirley Dauvin.

Laventure: That the Foreman’s 
report having been read now be 
filed.

Foreman Darcy Laventure left 
the council meeting at 9:19 a.m.

Warkentin: That the minutes of 
the June 11, 2024, Regular Meet-
ing of Council be approved as 
presented. Carried

Warkentin: That the Adminis-
trator’s report having been read 
now be filed.

Vaagen: That the bank reconcil-
iation for the month ending June 
30, 2024, be accepted as present-
ed. Carried

Warkentin: That the “List of 
Accounts” as listed on the at-
tached Schedule “A” forming 
part of these minutes be passed 
for payment: Cheque No. 14774-
14822 ($214,638.88), Payroll File 
No. 469, 471 & 472 ($55,202.24), 

EFT No. 2024-0039-0045 
($49,632.22), Cheque No. 14823 
($250.00) - compensation for ½ 
of $500.00 invoice from prop-
erty owner for pulling out the 
firetruck while fighting fire on the 
property owner’s land. Carried

Warkentin: That the Statement 
of Financial Activities for the 
month ending June 30, 2024, be 
approved as presented. Carried

Laventure: That we acknowl-
edge receipt of the letter of res-
ignation from Councillor Bevra 
Fee and that a by-election to fill 
the vacancy will be held in con-
junction with the 2024 municipal 
election. Carried

Wingerter: That Councillor, 
Heather Warkentin be appointed 
as Deputy Reeve for the remain-
der of 2024 calendar year. Car-
ried

Warkentin: That Bylaw No. 
2024-1 being a bylaw to Provide 
for the Manufacturing and Sale 
of Alcohol be read a second time. 
Carried

Laventure: That Bylaw No. 
2024-1 being a bylaw to Provide 
for the Manufacturing and Sale 
of Alcohol be read a third time. 
Carried

Laventure: That second read-
ing of Bylaw No. 2024-2 be ta-
bled; and

That we send letters to the Vil-
lage of Shell Lake & Memorial 
Lake Regional Park requesting 
that we partner to make applica-
tion to the TSS Initiative for grant 
funding to have an environmen-
tal carrying capacity study com-
pleted on Memorial Lake. Carried

Vaagen: That the recreation 
funding provided by the RM of 
Spiritwood No. 496 be allocated 
as follows: SARCS - $75,000, Vil-
lage of Leoville - $12,500, Village 
of Shell Lake - $12,500. Carried

Warkentin: That we approve 
the placement of “Slow - Children 
at Play “ signage on Rge Rd 3122 
adjacent to NE 27-50-12-W3 un-
der the condition that the proper-
ty owner shall be responsible for 
all costs of the signage. Carried

Warkentin: That Resolution 
No. 2024-0139 be rescinded. 
(Editor’s note: the resolution per-
tained to removing the parcel tie 
connecting one parcel to three 
others.)

Council: Council for the RM of 
Spiritwood No. 496 recommends 
approval to remove the parcel tie 
connecting Parcel No. 130461386 
(NW 20-49-08-W3) from Parcel 
No. 164753028 (SE 29-49-08-
W3) and Parcel No. 164752959 
and Parcel No. 164752960 (NE 
29-49-08-W3) with the following 
conditions: 

•	 that Parcel No. 164753028, 
Parcel No. 164752959 and 
Parcel No. 164752960 re-
main linked by parcel ties to 
meet the requirements of the 
Zoning Bylaw & to accom-
modate physical access un-
der common ownership; and

•	 that the applicants enter 
into a servicing agreement 
for road infrastructure up-
grades. Carried

Wingerter: That we enter into a 
master servicing agreement with 
the applicant for the development 

of municipal improvements for 
the proposed subdivision located 
on SE 05-52-10-W3. Carried

Vaagen: That we consent to the 
removal of tree stumps within 
the Environmental Reserve (ER) 
adjacent to Lot 4 of Blk 1 in The 
Cove in accordance with the Wa-
ter Security Agency (WSA) reg-
ulations & the Aquatic Habitat 
Protection Permit. Carried

Warkentin: That we engage in 
audit services with Sensus, CPA 
to audit the consolidated finan-
cial statements of the RM of Spir-
itwood No. 496 for the year end-
ing Dec. 31, 2024. Carried

Laventure: That we enter into 
a road maintenance agreement 
with DC Trenching Ltd to haul 
equipment & aggregate on & over 
Twp Rd 524 between Rge Rd 3121 
& Rge Rd 3114. Carried

Vaagen: That we enter into a 
road maintenance agreement 
with Lens Trucking Ltd. to haul 
4,000 tonne of aggregate on Grid 
No. 946 north of Leoville. Car-
ried

Laventure: In consideration 
of the payment of $16,040.37, 
the RM of Spiritwood No. 496 
does hereby remise, release and 
forever discharge SGI, their and 
each of their heirs, executors, 
administrators and assigns from 
and against all claims, demands, 
actions and causes of action for 
damages whensoever and howso-
ever arising on account of dam-
age to property arising out of an 
accident which occurred on or 
about the 2nd day of April, 2024, 
to the bridge located on Twp Rd 

530 at NNE 33-52-11-W3 in the 
Province of Saskatchewan. Car-
ried

Vaagen: That the clay material 
stockpiled on land that has been 
designated as ER be removed by 
Aug. 31, 2024 & that the land be 
reclaimed to its original condi-
tion. Carried

Dave McGarva of Tantus Con-
sulting joined the council meet-
ing at 1 p.m. via Zoom to discuss 
the Regional CSO Partnership 
Reports.

Dave McGarva left the Zoom 
meeting at 1:20 p.m.

Wingerter: That Council ac-
cept the draft Financial Report, 
Service Agreement and Terms of 
Reference for the development of 
a Regional CSO program as in-
formation and that the Rural Mu-
nicipality of Spiritwood No. 496 
wishes to be included as a poten-
tial partner in the proposed Not-
for-profit Corporation. Carried

Dauvin: That the council meet-
ing be closed to the public at 
1:33 pm am under the authority 
of Part III of The Local Author-
ity Freedom of Information and 
Protection of Privacy Act, to go 
in camera to discuss Human Re-
sources. Carried

CAO Colette Bussiere left coun-
cil chambers at 1:33 p.m.

The regular meeting of council 
was out of camera and resumed 
at 1:38 p.m.

CAO Colette Bussiere returned 
to the council chambers at 1:38 
p.m.

Warkentin: That the meeting 
be adjourned.

Minutes of an RM of Spiritwood meeting
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Your Guide to 
Home Services 
and Repair 
Professionals

Business 
Directory

Business 
Directory

306-747-2442 • chads@sbchron.com

Glen Jantz
306-984-7634, Leoville

gcjantz@gmail.com
Licenced & Bonded

ELECTRIC

•R
ESIDENTIAL •C

O
M

M
E

R
CIAL • FARM • IN

D
U

S
T

R
IA

L
ELECTRICIAN

Weberg 
Accounting

Services
Andrea Weberg 

CPTP, DFA-TSS

306-747-2244 
Shellbrook

ACCOUNTANT

“Faces you know, people you trust at a time you need them the most”

306-747-2828 (24 hrs.)
101 Railway Ave. W., Shellbrook, SK

Monument Sales & Pre-arrangements Available
Shellbrook – Spiritwood – Big River – Debden  

Prince Albert – Canwood – Leask 
www.beaulacfuneralhome.com

FUNERAL SERVICES

Call today for your 
 Hearing Test!

1-306-883-3997
Hearing Aid Sales and Services

101 Main Street, Spiritwood

HEARING CENTRE

HEARING

1-877-898-8248 (TAIT)

Shellbrook � 306-747-2896
Canwood � 306-468-2227
Leask � 306-466-4811

email: office@taitinsurance.ca
www.taitinsurance.ca

General, Health & Hail Insurance
Motor License Issuer

INSURANCE

Law Office
DELBERT DYNNA

100A - 10th St. East
Prince Albert, SK S6V 0Y7

phone (306) 764-6856
fax (306) 763-9540

Preferred areas of practice:
Wills, Estates, Real Estate

LAWYER

Shelley Cannon, in person,
by appointment

124 1st St. E., Spiritwood
Rear Building Entrance

306-922-4700
All lawyers, Monday - Friday, 
1200 Central Ave., Prince Albert

306-922-4700

NOVUS LAW GROUP
Wilcox Holash McCullagh

LAWYER

Courteous, professional,
reliable, plumbing, heating,

gas fitting services

Ph: 306-747-4332
Shellbrook, Sask.

PLUMBING

ADVERTISE HERE

This Space Is 
Waiting For You

Keep Your Business In 
The Public Eye And A 

Quick Reference At Your 
Customer’s Finger Tips.

Call Today:
306-747-2442

MECHANIC

• Truck and Trailer Inspections
• School Bus Inspections

• Diesel Tuning
• Diagnostics Services

• Fully Licensed

Call for more information

306-747-7711

REAL ESTATE

306.883.7449
Call or text

Residential | Cottage | Agricultural | Commercial

www.heathersarrazin.com

Located in Shell 
Lake and proudly 

supporting & 
serving our local 

communities!

North Country

REAL ESTATE

ADVERTISE HERE

This Space 
Is Waiting For You

Keep Your Business In The Public Eye And A Quick 
Reference At Your Customer’s Finger Tips.

Call Today:
306-747-2442

LAWYER

Bill Cannon, in person,
by appointment

52 Main Street, Shellbrook
306-922-4700

All lawyers, Monday - Friday, 
1200 Central Ave., Prince Albert

306-922-4700

NOVUS LAW GROUP
Wilcox Holash McCullagh

cailynmalmberg@gmail.com

Cailyn Malmberg
REALTOR®

Specializing in 
Residential & 

Rural Real Estate

Call/Text: 
306.715.1411

REAL ESTATE

RESIDENTIAL – COMMERCIAL – FARM

Bevra Fee, Realtor®
(306) 883-7058
RE/MAX OF THE BATTLEFORDS

each office independently owned & operated

bevrafee@sasktel.net

SPIRITWOOD’S REALTOR®...SERVING THE REGION!

1391 100th St
NORTH BATTLEFORD, SK

S9A 0V9
Office: (306) 446-8800

REAL ESTATE

FUNERAL SERVICES

REAL ESTATE

Each Office Independently 
Owned & Operated 

To Sell Ag, Residential, 
Cottage & Commercial 

Properties For You!

306-441-1625 (cell)
ssk@littleloon.ca

Shawna Schira-Kroeker
Your Local Realtor™...

Working Hard ...

North Country

www.shawnaschirakroeker.com

ADVERTISE HERE

This Space Is 
Waiting For You

Keep Your Business In 
The Public Eye And A 

Quick Reference At Your 
Customer’s Finger Tips.

Call Today:
306-747-2442

ADVERTISE HERE

This Space Is 
Waiting For You

Keep Your Business In 
The Public Eye And A 

Quick Reference At Your 
Customer’s Finger Tips.

Call Today:
306-747-2442

ADVERTISE HERE

This Space Is 
Waiting For You

Keep Your Business In 
The Public Eye And A 

Quick Reference At Your 
Customer’s Finger Tips.

Call Today:
306-747-2442



The ClassifiedsThe Classifieds
SWNA Blanket Classifieds

Reaching over 6 million people weekly. 
Cost for 25 words:

Saskatchewan market�..................$209.00
   One Zone �.....................................$86.00
   Two Zone�...................................$123.00
Alberta market�.............................$269.00
Manitoba market�.........................$189.00
BC market�......................................$395.00
Ontario market�.............................$439.00
   Western Ontario �.....................$155.00   
   Central Ontario �........................$129.00
   Eastern Ontario�.......................$145.00
   Northern Ontario �......................$90.00
Quebec market
   English�.......................................$160.00
Atlantic market�............................$200.00
Across Canada �.........................$1,977.00
Also Available: Quebec (French) �.....................$967.00

Career Ads
Reaching Over 600,000 People Weekly

Rates: $7.79 per agate line 
 Size: 2 col. x 2” ...................$424.00

Deadline for Booking/Material 
Friday at 4 p.m.

Contact the Shellbrook Chronicle
306-747-2442

or Email:
chads@sbchron.com

All prices plus applicable taxes. 

NOTICE
This newspaper accepts advertisements in 
good faith. We advise that it is in your interest 
to investigate offers personally. Publications 
by this paper should not be taken as an 
endorsement of  the product or services offered.

Shellbrook Chronicle 
Reaching over 10,000 people 

weekly. 
Personal Classifieds: 

$16.00 for 20 words + 20¢ per 
additional word for the 1st week. 

Additional weeks: $8.00/week + GST.
Classified Display: 

$26.25/column inch. Minimum 2 
column inches = $52.50 + GST.

For All Other Advertising 
Please Contact Our Office at:

Ph: 306-747-2442 or Fax: 306-747-3000
Email: 

news: chnews@sbchron.com
advertising: chads@sbchron.com

Phone
306-747-2442

Fax
306-747-3000

Email
chads@sbchron.com

P.O. Box 10, Shellbrook, SK S0J 2E0
Advertising Deadline - Friday: 4:00 p.m.

Subscriptions 
$80.00 + $4.00 (GST) = $84.00/year

We are selling Bor-
der Collie puppies 
that come from 
working parents 
that are energetic, 
even tempered, 
loyal and smart 
dogs. They are great 
with children and 
other pets and also 
have their parvo 
shots along with 
being de-wormed. 
$300. Call 306-
747-9490 or email 
Parkside1985@
outlook.com� 2-36

It’s Easy
to place 

a classified!
Phone

 306-747-2442
Fax:

306-747-3000
Email: 

chads@
sbchron.com
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Regular services, Sunday school and special services will be listed.

PARTNERS IN FAITH
Lutheran/United/

Christchurch Anglican, 
137-2nd St. W. 

Spiritwood
  Worship 11:00 a.m. 
Rev. Sarah Urano
-----------------------

UNITED /ANGLICAN
Worship Services

Glaslyn
Time is on the sign

Rev. Kun Kim
Rev. Don Skinner
-----------------------

CATHOLIC
SUNDAY

Spiritwood - 9:00 a.m.
Leoville - 11:00 a.m.

Chitek Lake - 1:00 p.m.
SATURDAY

Medstead - 6:00 p.m.
Shell Lake - 8:00 p.m. 

Everyone Welcome
Fr. Ramel Macapala 

-----------------------

COWBOY CHURCH
Spiritwood

Every Wednesday Night 
7 pm

Spiritwood Legion Hall
Pastor Rick Martin

-----------------------
FIELDS OF HOPE

(HOFFNUNGSFELDER)
MENNONITE CHURCH

Glenbush
Worship - 11:00 am

 -----------------------
BETHEL
Medstead

 2nd Sunday, 10 am - 
Worship

Pastor David Jensen
4th Sunday, 10 am - 

Worship
Pastor David Jensen

-----------------------
BELBUTTE FULL 

GOSPEL
   11 am  Worship Service

-----------------------

MENNONITE 
BRETHREN

Glenbush
10:00 am - Sunday School

Worship 10:50 am 
-----------------------

Gideons International 
of Canada

Battlefords Camp
Phone Art Martynes 

(306) 389-4633
-----------------------
PARTNERS IN 

WORSHIP
Shell Lake

Worship Services
Sunday 9:00 a.m. 

Pastor Sarah Urano
306-841-7333

-----------------------
LAKELAND 

COMMUNITY CHURCH
(Corner of 1st Ave. and 4th 

St., Spiritwood)
Sun., 11 am - Worship 

Service & Sunday School
Pastor Michael Kluthe

306-883-2380

Praise & Worship

Regular services, Sunday school and special services will be listed.

LUTHERAN CHURCH
Zion - Canwood
Sunday School,

Worship Sunday, 9 a.m. 
(in-person only)

St. John’s - Shellbrook
Sunday School, 

Worship Sunday, 11 a.m.
(in-person and online 

via Facebook live)
Rev. Emmanuel Aristide

------------------------
PENTECOSTAL 

CHURCH
Parkside

10:30 a.m. Worship
Pastor Lorne Valuck

306-747-3572
Shellbrook 
Adult Study

9:30 a.m.
Sun., 10:30 a.m. - Worship

Canwood
Summer: 10 a.m. - Worship

Pastor Bob Wrench
306-468-2138

Leask Gospel Tabernacle
Sunday 11 a.m.

Pastor Josh
1-780-690-2100

------------------------
IMMANUEL 
LUTHERAN

Parkside
11 a.m. - Worship 
------------------------

UNITED CHURCH
Big River
Sundays 

11 a.m.. - Worship
 at Anglican Church
Rev. Dave Whalley

306-747-2804
------------------------

ANGLICAN CHURCH
Leask - All Saint’s

Sunday Service - 9 a.m.
St. Andrew’s - Shellbrook
Sunday, 11 a.m. Service

Canwood - Christ Church
Sunday, 2 p.m. - Service

Rev. Canon David Butorac
306-961-1634

Minister’s Warden: 
306-922-5159

H.C. Service with Rev. 
Butorac - 2nd Sunday of the 

month  
------------------------

EVANGELICAL FREE
Big River

11:00 a.m. - Worship
Bible Classes 9:45 a.m.

Summer: 10:30 a.m. - 12
306-469-2258

Youth Nite: Fridays
Mont Nebo

Sun. Worship - 11:00 a.m.
(10:30 a.m. June – August)

306-468-2525
------------------------

PRESBYTERIAN
Mistawasis

Sunday worship
11:00 a.m.

Rev. Stewart Folster
------------------------

CATHOLIC CHURCH
Debden

Sun. Mass - 9:30 a.m. 
Fr. Mariusz Zajac

Big River - Sacred Heart
Sun., 11:30 a.m. - Mass

Whitefish
Sun., 2:30 p.m. - Mass.

Victoire
Sat., 7:30 p.m. - Mass.

Fr. Mariusz Zajac 
St. Agatha’s - Shellbrook

Mass - Sunday 9 a.m.
St. Henry’s - Leask

Mass - Sunday 11 a.m.
Mistawasis

1st & 3rd Sundays 1:30 p.m.
Fr. Tuan Doan

------------------------
SEVENTH DAY  

ADVENTIST
407-2nd Ave E, Shellbrook
Sat., 9:45 a.m. - Sabbath 

School
Sat., 11:00 am  -Worship

Pastor Myshan Irving
306-747-3398

Praise & Worship

CHECK IT OUT!
www.shellbrookchronicle.com

www.spiritwoodherald.com

PUPPIES 
FOR SALE

FARM EQUIP.
FOR SALE

John Deere FWD 
diesel hydro with 
mower. 900 hours, 
excellent condition. 
$16,500. Will help 
with shipping. Call 
403-504-9607 (Medi-
cine Hat, AB).� 2-37

1980 JD 4240 tractor 
w/loader, 9800 hours, 
excellent condition, 
like new rubber and 
interior, joystick, 
dual ETO. $39,500. 
Also 4440 w/loader 
available. Will help 
with shipping. Call 
403-504-9607 (Medi-
cine Hat, AB).� 2-37

By PATRICIA 
HANBIDGE

Orchid Horticulture

August in the garden is tru-
ly spectacular. If you are a lover 
of tender or summer flowering 
bulbs, then you can join me in 
the bittersweet joy of August. 
Along with all the other showy 
annuals we may have growing it 
is the exotic plants that are show 
stopping at this time of year. Un-
fortunately, we are already start-
ing to see the temperatures drop 
overnight to single digits, and it 
is with a heavy heart that I ac-
cept that autumn is just around 
the corner. 

These tender summer flower-
ing bulbs are native to the trop-
ical and sub-tropical regions 
and thus need some special care 
as autumn approaches. Tender 
bulbs are those plants that have 
fleshy storage structures (bulbs, 
corms, tubers and roots) which 
will meet their demise over win-
ter if they are not brought indoors 
out of the extremely cold winter 
temperatures. It is important to 
dig up these structures and bring 
them into a warmer area for stor-
age throughout the winter. 

For most of the plants that we 
may grow it is best that they be 
lifted after the foliage is killed by 
frost or have dried up. However, 
if we get really cold temperatures 
with our first frost then it is im-
portant to dig them before the 
mercury dips in order to preserve 
the integrity of the bulb. Dig the 
bulb structures carefully to en-
sure that they are not damaged. 
Loosen the soil on all sides of the 
plant before lifting the clump of 
roots and soil without damage. 
Cuts or other damage will allow 
disease organisms to enter which 
is not advisable for good storage. 

Most bulbs are best dried with 
the soil still adhered but if you 
are storing dahlia or canna bulbs 
it is advisable to gently wash the 
soil away from the root tissue. 
Gladiolas are a special condition 
in that they should not be washed 
but allowed to dry thoroughly 
before gently removing any soil 
that is adhering. 

Most bulbs will need a curing 
period before storage. Begonias, 
dahlias, cannas, callas and ca-

ladium need a short period of 
drying for one to three days in 
a room that is away from direct 
sunlight and winds that are dry-
ing. Gladiolas and oxalis will 
need about three weeks of drying 
at just under room temperature 
in a dry but well-ventilated area. 
Ensure you examine all tissues 
and those that are infested or soft 
should likely be discarded. 

It is important to label all 
stored plant material to ensure 
there is no confusion in spring. I 
personally like using paper bags 
for storage as labels are easily 
written on the outside. Through-
out the storage period, check 
regularly for any rotting or other 
damage. 

Acidanthera spp. is a corm and 
should be stored at around 35 to 
40 degrees Fahrenheit (1.6 to 4.4 
C)

Begonia x tuberhybrida is a tu-
berous root and should be stored 
at about 50 degrees F (10 C). 
Store in sphagnum peat moss or 
vermiculite. 

Caladium bicolor is a tuber and 
should be stored at about 50 de-
grees F (10 C). Cure with remain-
ing foliage and store in peat or 
vermiculite.

Zantedeschia spp. or Calla 
Lily is a rhizome and should be 
stored at about 50 degrees F (10 
C). If possible let foliage dry off a 
few days before digging. Store in 
sphagnum, peat or vermiculite

Canna x generalis is a rhizome 
and should be stored between 40 
and 50 degrees F (4.4 to 10 C). 
Dig after frost has damaged the 
foliage and the plant has dried a 
few days after digging. 

Dahlia hybrids are a tuberous 
root and should be stored be-
tween 40 and 50 degrees F (4.4 
to 10 C). Cure in high humidity 
and pack roots in sphagnum to 
avoid desiccation.

Gladiolus hybrids are a corm 
and should be stored between 35 
and 40 degrees F (1.6 to 4.4 C). 
Cure 2 to 3 weeks prior to stor-
age.

Hanbidge is the Lead Horti-
culturist with Orchid Horticul-
ture. Find us at www.orchid-
hort.com; by email at info@
orchidhort.com; on facebook @
orchidhort and on instagram at 
#orchidhort.

Storing tender 
summer bulbs
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Marie Margaret Rose 
Balazsi

1952 – 2024
Marie Balazsi, age 

72, of Rabbit Lake, SK 
passed away peacefully, 
with her family by her 
side, on August 14, 2024, 
in North Battleford, SK.

Marie was born in 
Spiritwood, SK on May 
2, 1952, to Steve and 
Rose Eros. She grew up 
in the Spiritwood Dis-
trict and then moved to 

the farm south of Rabbit 
Lake in 1971 when she 
married John Balazsi. 
Together they raised 2 
sons, Terry and Clinton, 
and was later blessed 
with 5 beautiful grand-
children that were her 
pride and joy. Marie 
loved the farm and that 
was evident in all the 
beautiful flowers she 
grew in her garden she 
loved being in. She also 
loved to quilt and made 
many gorgeous quilts, 
table runners, etc. over 
the years.

Marie was survived 
by her husband John 
Balazsi of Rabbit Lake, 
SK; Her 2 sons Terry 
(Jessica) Balazsi and 
Clinton (Amanda) 
Balazsi; her sister Agnes 
Nygaurd; brother Pete 
Eros; grandchildren 
Taylor (Brody), Cassidy, 
Harlee (Gavin), Colton 
(Alysa), and Kylee 

(Julian) and numerous 
nieces, nephews, 
cousins, etc. Marie was 
predeceased by her 
parents, Steve and Rose 
Eros and granddaughter, 
Karissa Balazsi.

A Memorial Service 
was held at 1:00 pm. 
Wednesday, August 21, 
2024, at the Rabbit Lake 
Community Hall, Rabbit 
Lake, SK.

In lieu of other trib-
utes, donations in Ma-
rie’s memory may be 
directed to the Rose Gill 
Lodge, Rabbit Lake, SK.

Family and friends 
wishing to send online 
condolences are wel-
come to visit www.beau-
lacfuneralhome.com Ar-
rangements have been 
entrusted to the care 
of Beau “Lac” Funeral 
Home and Crematorium, 
R. Mark Muir Funeral 
Director, Spiritwood, SK 
306-883-3500.

Obituaries
~

Marie Margaret Rose Balazsi
By RANDALL MCLEOD

Immanuel Lutheran Parkside

Well, I am safely back from our Peru 
mission. Yes, it went well thank you. 
Our purpose was to help native Span-
ish speakers improve their English 
skills, and our efforts were both pro-
ductive and well received.

As promised last time, today we are 
going to discuss some of the things 
that modern genetic studies have re-
vealed about who we are and where we 
came from. Our first point regards the 
principle of evolution itself. Dr. John 
Sanford, a geneticist with outstanding 
credentials, informs us that the hu-
man genome is deteriorating at a rate 
of roughly 100 copying errors passed 
down at each generational level. This is 
a conundrum in two ways. Firstly, we 
have already established that random 
changes to an operating code always 
effects negative results. Secondly, this 
rate of degeneration, if we accept the 
commonly proposed age of mankind, 
dictates that we should have gone ex-
tinct many times over. Interestingly, it 
does fit very well with the biblical nar-
rative of approximately 6,500 years. 
Bottom line is this, we are devolving, 
not evolving.

Our next point on genetics was first 
brought to our attention in the 1990s 
by fully secular researchers. These 
people studied a small power supply 
unit in the cells called mitochondria. 
Mitochondria have a small genetic 
code which is particularly robust and, 
importantly, is only passed down from 
the female. A study of mitochondrial 
DNA, taken from women all over the 
world, revealed two very interesting 
facts: One: every woman in the world 
is descended from one single woman! 
Those researchers called her “Mito-
chondrial Eve.” Two, Mitochondrial 
DNA has a well-established degen-

eration rate. Evaluation of this DNA 
showed that Mitochondrial Eve lived 
between 5,000 and 7,000 years ago.

That’s the women, what about the 
men? We have two streams of data 
here. One studied the Y chromosome 
in men worldwide. Firstly, by using 
living multigenerational donors they 
were able to establish the deteriora-
tion rate in the Y chromosome, again 
we get an age of mankind around the 
6,000-year level. Next, Dr. Nathaniel 
Jeanson, in his work on the genetics 
of population distribution, has found 
that all the men of the earth can be 
traced back to three donors. Those 
would be the three sons of Noah. Even 
more intriguing, he found that we are 
more likely to have originated in the 
Middle East than from North Africa. 
(A close look at a map also shows us 
that these two locations are only sev-
eral days travel apart (on foot – Thank 
you google maps). His work also sup-
ports the Biblical narrative of popula-
tion distribution beginning from the 
Tower of Babel.

Jeanson’s work is further support-
ed by genomic studies done on the 
deformed Paracas skulls from Peru. 
Those skulls revealed a genetic haploid 
group that originated from the area of 
the Black Sea, (sorry not aliens) sug-
gesting migration from there and most 
likely deformation due to excessive in-
breeding.

What then is our conclusion based 
on the genetic evidence? We humans 
have only been around for several 
thousands of years, as indicated in the 
biblical narrative, and, we are devolv-
ing, degenerating, deteriorating! That 
is to say that each generation is getting 
dumber and uglier that the previous 
one. Ouch, that hurts, but as we so of-
ten hear: “Follow the science!”

Next time: “Why is there so much 
evil and pain in the world?”

Good News
~

Modern genetics points to mankind’s 
Biblical roots

It is with great sad-
ness that we announce 
the passing of Maurice 
Joseph Clouthier, late of 
Marcelin. On August 23, 
2024, the angels came to 
take Maurice home. 

Maurice was born July 
26, 1933, to Anatalie 
(Sanche) and Wilfrid 
Clouthier on the fami-
ly farm in the Windsor 
Lake district. He was 
one of 13 children.

Maurice learned the 
value of family and hard 
work at a young age. He 
married Teresa (Bau-
er) on May 9, 1955, and 
were blessed with 8 chil-
dren. Maurice and Tere-
sa moved to BC where 
Maurice worked in a 
pulp mill along with his 
brothers. He later moved 
back home and started 
buying grain. He was an 

agent for 32 years. After 
retiring he continued to 
work for farmers in the 
area.

He will always be re-
membered for his love 
for his family, hunting, 
fishing, tinkering with 
motors, his sense of hu-
mor and personality.

Maurice is lovingly 
remembered by his wife 
of 69 years Teresa. His 
children Gabe (Sylvia) 
and family Jodie (Arlee), 
Jamie (Josh), and 
Crystal. Linda (Shane) 
Lalonde and family 
Jade (Craig) and Ryan 
(Carrie). Lyle (Anne) and 
family Dena (Joel) and 
Mitchell. Glen (Shari) 
and family Kristina 
(Jeremy), Ashley 
(Robin), and Shawn 
(Shelley)(Alex). Randy 
(Karen) and family 
Chelsea (Ryan), Hayley 
(Justin), and Logan. 
Darrel and family 
Jessica, Stephanie and 
Miranda. Wade (Judy) 
and family Dylan 
(Kara), Dalton (Alanna), 
Morgan and Lauren. 
Russel Neurauter and 
family Fallon and 
Brittany (Marshall). 
22 great grandchildren 
and 4 great-great 
grandchildren. His 
brother Raymond 

(Julie). Numerous 
relatives, his nieces, 
nephews and those 
who loved Maurice and 
shared in his life. 

He was predeceased by 
his parents Wilfrid and 
Anatalie. His daughter 
Sandra Neurauter. His 
siblings Joe (Lauretta), 
Gabe, Leo (Marie), Jerry, 
Edward, George, Andy, 
Jeanne (Raymond), 
Cecile (Norm), Stella and 
Terry (Bob). His great 
grandchildren Emmett 
and Garnett. His in-
laws Catherine, Charles, 
Edward, Joseph, Marcel 
and Ronald. 

Maurice’s memori-
al service was held on 
August 31, 2024, at 
10:30am at St. Joseph’s 
Parish in Marcelin.

In lieu of flowers do-
nations may be made 
to Wheatland Lodge in 
Leask.

Family and friends 
wishing to send on-
line condolences are 
welcome to visit www.
beaulacfuneralhome.
com. Arrangements 
have been entrusted to 
the care of Beau “Lac” 
Funeral Home and Cre-
matorium, Lynn Ander-
son, Funeral Director, 
Shellbrook, SK 306-747-
2828.

Maurice Joseph Clouthier
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By MICHAEL OLEKSYN
Local Journalism Initiative Reporter, 

PA Daily Herald

The Saskatchewan Rivers School 
Division will have additional staff 
for the 2024-2025 school year after 
receiving $3.5 million in funding 
through Jordan’s Principle.

The division will use the funds to 
hire educational assistants (EA) and 
mentors for the upcoming school 
year. Sask. Rivers Director of Ed-
ucation Neil Finch said they were 
pleased to receive this federal fund-
ing.

“The more we can put supports 
in our classrooms to help our vul-
nerable population, the better we’re 
able to achieve what we’re trying to 
achieve,” Finch said.

In total, the division will have more 
than 40 mentors and 27 EAs thanks 
to the additional funding. They re-
ceived approval for the EAs in July 
and the mentors in August.

The division will receive $1.2 mil-
lion for the EAs, and $2.35 million 
for the mentors.

The division submitted the applica-

tions in April but the processing took 
an additional nine weeks for EAs and 
six weeks for mentors.

In his memo to the board, Finch 
said he was pleased to have it ap-
proved in July and August before 
school startup.

Jordan’s Principle is a federally 
funded program for First Nations 
children up to age 18 who live on re-
serves or in urban centers. The aim 
of the program is to ensure that there 
are no gaps in services for Indige-
nous children. Groups or individuals 
can make applications for supports 
including mental health and special 
education, among others.

Jordan’s Principle helps ensure 
all First Nations children living in 
Canada can access the products, ser-
vices, and supports they need, when 
they need them.

All applications are made collab-
oratively with families and must be 
approved by a parent or guardian.

Most mentor and EA positions will 
be filled before school startup.

The Prince Albert Catholic School 
Division was also approved for fund-
ing through Jordan’s Principle.

Sask Rivers approved for funding 
through Jordan’s Principle
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