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Moe, Sask Party win fifth majority mandate
By JORDAN TWISS

Shellbrook Chronicle Reporter

When business resumes at the Legis-
lature later this fall, it will be under the 
stewardship of another Saskatchewan 
Party government. 

After polls closed on the province’s 
30th general election on Monday eve-
ning, the party helmed by Premier 
Scott Moe managed to stave off a stiff 
challenge from Carla Beck’s Saskatch-
ewan NDP to earn its fifth consecutive 
majority mandate — a feat achieved 
only twice before in this province, and 
not since the 1960s.

Reflecting polls that predicted a tight 
race between the two parties, it was a 
longer election night than the province 
has experienced since the Sask Party 
government rose to power in 2007. 

Though polling stations closed at 8 
p.m., it wasn’t until nearly midnight 
that the election was finally declared in 
the Sask Party’s favour, with the gov-
ernment expected to hold onto 35 seats 
(down from 42) and the Sask NDP pro-
jected to take 26 (up from 14), accord-
ing to the preliminary count.

Excluding mail-in ballots that have 
yet to be counted, 439,771 ballots were 
cast in Monday night’s election, mak-
ing for an overall voter turnout of 53 
per cent. Of the ballots cast, the Sask 
Party received 232,760, or 53 per cent 
of the vote, while the Saskatchewan 
NDP earned 173,285, or 39.5 per cent 
of the vote. 

Meanwhile, the fledgling Sask United 
Party, received 17,658 votes, or 4.1 per 
cent of the overall vote — not enough 
to send party leader Jon Hromek to the 
legislature, or to return Saskatchewan 
Rivers incumbent Nadine Wilson to 
office.

Looking specifically at the local con-
stituencies of Rosthern-Shellbrook, 
Saskatchewan Rivers, and Meadow 
Lake, all three leaned heavily in favour 
of the Sask Party government.

In Rosthern-Shellbrook, Premier 
Scott Moe cruised to victory with 5,083 
votes, or 64.2 per cent of the vote. The 
Saskatchewan NDP’s Mark Thunder-
child was a distant second, earning 
1,741 votes (22 per cent), with Sask 
United Party candidate Cody Lockhart 
placing third with 1,006 votes (12.7 per 
cent).

In a tighter Sask Rivers race, Sask 
Party newcomer Eric Schmalz received 
3,802 votes, or 53.8 per cent of the vote. 
In second place, with 1,960 votes (27.7 
per cent), was the Saskatchewan NDP’s 
Doug Racine, followed by Nadine Wil-
son with 804 votes (11.3 per cent).

Meadow Lake leaned heavily in fa-
vour of Sask Party incumbent Jeremy 

Harrison, who earned 4,010 votes, or 
62.4 per cent of the vote. Saskatchewan 
NDP candidate Miles Nachbaur was a 
far-off second with 2,010 votes (31.3 
per cent), and the Sask United Party’s 
Denis Allchurch (Premier Moe’s pre-
decessor in Rosthern-Shellbrook) re-
ceived just 296 votes (4.6 per cent).

While the Rosthern-Shellbrook, 
Saskatchewan Rivers, and Meadow 
Lake constituencies all yielded big re-
turns for the Sask Party government 
— as was expected in the province’s 
more rural constituencies — its vic-
tory wasn’t without significant losses, 
as the party was completely shutout in 
Regina, and won just 2 of 14 seats in 
Saskatoon.

Going into the election, Premier 

Moe’s team was also without many 
veterans, as 21 candidates opted not 
to seek re-election. Monday night saw 
another five Sask Party cabinet minis-
ters toppled, including Bronwyn Eyre, 
Gene Makowsky, Christine Tell, Paul 
Merriman, and Laura Ross.

Taking to the stage set up at Shell-
brook’s Richardson Pioneer Recreation 
Centre for his victory speech, Premier 
Moe said the election’s outcome was a 
clear message to his government, and 
committed to doing better for all the 
people of Saskatchewan.

“When you look at the results to-
night, there are many people who vot-
ed for the Sask Party in the past but 
chose not to in this election. We have 
lost your support, whether it be due to 

our management of healthcare, or ed-
ucation, or the cost-of-living pressures 
we’re all feeling,” he said.

“All of us in government, and it starts 
with myself, are going to take a bit of 
time and reflect on the message that 
was sent here this evening and what 
exactly it means. And we will strive to 
win back your support.”

In addition to committing to make 
good on the promises in the Sask Par-
ty’s election platform, Moe also pledged 
to ensure everyone in Saskatchewan 
has access to a family doctor, timely 
surgeries, mental health and addic-
tions services, and safe communities 
to call home.

“Tomorrow, we’re going to go back to 
work,” he said.

Woodland Pharmacy Ph: 306-747-2545Main Street, Shellbrook 

COUGH & COLD
season is here

We carry everything you need for symptom relief. Stop in today!

Premier Scott Moe gives his victory speech to a supportive crowd at Shellbrook’s Richardson Pioneer 
Recreation Centre after his party earned a fifth majority mandate in Monday night’s election.



By JORDAN TWISS
Shellbrook Chronicle 

Reporter

Residents who live on 
or around 1st Avenue 
East and 2nd Avenue 
East in Shellbrook will 
have to endure the dis-
ruptions of construction 
for at least a couple more 
weeks, as crews continue 
work to replace existing, 
water, sewer, and storm 
sewer lines, as well as a 
lift station.

The project, which is 
part of the Town of Shell-
brook’s Risk Mitigation 
Strategy for municipal 
infrastructure, officially 
began just after the La-
bour Day long weekend. 
CAO Kelly Hoare says 
the project was deemed 
necessary because the 
aging lift station, which 
helps move sewage on to 

the lagoon, was causing 
issues.

While the initial plan 
was to remove the lift 
station, Hoare says the 
town eventually opted to 
replace it and leave it in 
to be used as a manhole, 
rather than attempt to 
repair it and realign all 
the connecting infra-
structure.

“Nothing ever goes 
smoothly. Something 
always gets in the way 
and you always have to 
reroute your thought 
process,” Hoare said of 
municipal infrastruc-
ture projects.

“We could just repair 
that lift station and 
leave everything just 
where it is, but we don’t 
feel comfortable that it 
will get us through life 
for a number of years,” 
she added, noting that it 

would have needed to be 
replaced at some point 
anyway, which would 
have meant digging up 
the street again.

To assist with the re-
placement of the lift sta-
tion, the Town of Shell-
brook hired Acadia to 
dewater the site and do 
the replacement, allow-
ing the originally hired 
crew to focus on re-

placing existing, water, 
sewer, and storm sewer 
lines and reconnecting 
services.

As initially quoted, the 
project bore a price tag 
of $559,363.14. How-
ever, Hoare says the 
change of plans on the 
lift station could add 
about $250,000 to the 
cost. While this is no 
small amount of money, 
she says it could have 
cost the town far more 
if it had hired the next 
contractor who quoted 
on the project and dis-
covered it still had to re-
place the lift station.

With the weather 
quickly getting colder, 

Hoare said crews were 
expected to finish up 
installation for the new 
water and sewer lines 
this week. The installa-
tion of storm sewer lines 
was expected to take a 
couple weeks, then the 
roads will have to be 
graveled and packed 
down.

“The curb, gutter, and 
pavement will get com-
pleted as a local im-
provement over the next 
couple of years. We need 
everything to settle be-
fore we pave,” Hoare 
said, noting that this 
likely means paving will 
happen at some point in 
2026.

After a number of 
years in which it expe-
rienced a series of costly 
failures with the town’s 
aging sewer and water 
infrastructure, the town 
adopted its Risk Mitiga-
tion Strategy to head off 
future catastrophes and 
save money in the long 
run.

The strategy began 
with the relining of sew-
er lines on an accelerat-
ed timeline — a project 
that originally could 
have cost the town $3.9 
million over 10 years, 
but was instead complet-
ed at a cost of $750,000.

As the project on 1st 
Avenue East and 2nd 
Avenue East nears com-
pletion, Hoare says out-
standing projects in the 
Risk Mitigation Strategy 
include running storm 
sewer along 7th Avenue 
East (from Adamson 
Crescent to Northridge 
Court), purchasing by-
pass pumps for the wa-
ter and wastewater dis-
tribution systems, and 
lining the storm sewer 
and sanitary lines on 
3rd Avenue and Main 
Street.
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Sewer, water project nearing completion

Shellbrook’s 1st Avenue East has been dug up be-
tween Pepper Place and 5th Street East as crews 
replace sewer, water, and storm sewer lines.

*Kms and price in thousands. Taxes not included in price.

Toll Free 1-800-667-3353
#2 Highway West, Watrous, SK DL907154

www.centennialford.sk.ca
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NOTICE OF 
ABANDONMENT OF POLL

TOWN OF SHELLBROOK
Municipal Elections

I hereby give public notice that no voting for the said 
office(s) will take place and declare the following persons 
are elected by acclamation:
Amund Otterson, Mayor
Kathleen Nording, Councillor
Cheryl Ledding, Councillor
Pam Boettcher, Councillor
Brent Miller, Councillor
Tim Settee, Councillor
Dated at Shellbrook, Saskatchewan this 25th day of October, 
2024.
Kelly Hoare
(Returning Officer)

TOWN OF SHELLBROOK

NOTICE OF POLL
PUBLIC NOTICE is hereby given that:

1.   A poll has been granted for the election of
      Councillor(s) (1)
2.   Advanced voting will take place on Thursday, the 7th  

           of November, 2024 from 9:00am until 5:00pm at:
Municipal Office, 71 Main Street, Shellbrook, SK

3.   Voting will take place on Wednesday, the 13th of 
      November, 2024 from 9:00am until 8:00pm at:

Knox United Church, 302 2nd Ave E, Shellbrook, SK
4.   I will declare the results of the election at the Town 
      of Shellbrook municipal office on Thursday the 14th 
      day of November, 2024 at the hour of 9:00am.

Dated at Shellbrook this 25th day of October, 2024
Kelly Hoare, Returning Officer

NOTICE OF 
ABANDONMENT OF POLL

The Rural Municipality of Medstead No. 497 
2024 Municipal Elections

Whereas the following, being nominated for the office 
of Councillor, are the only candidates for those offices, 
I hereby give notice that no voting will take place on 
November 13th, 2024.

Councillor, Division 5: DARCY DRIEDGER

Dated this 24th day of October, 2024.
				         Christin Egeland
	 	 	 	      Returning Officer

24111WW0 
24111WW1 
24111WW3

The project also includes extensive digs on 2nd Avenue east, between 3rd Street East and 5th Street 
East, to replace a lift station.
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By JORDAN TWISS
Shellbrook Chronicle Reporter

The Shellbrook Community Hall was full of joy 
and laughter on Tuesday, Oct. 22, as the Shellbrook 
Kinettes welcomed in the community for a Harvest 
Fun Festival to celebrate the “grand re-opening” of 
the facility under their ownership.

The festivities, which were first enjoyed by the 
Mommy & Me group in the morning, saw the hall 
filled with four bouncy castles for kids to enjoy (sup-
plied by Diskotek Entertainment), as well as a fall 
and Halloween-themed arts and crafts station. To 
feed the suppertime crowd in the evening, the Ki-
nettes baked up some goodies and also provided hot 
dogs and drinks.

Helping the Kinettes throughout the evening was 
local high school student Taylor Henderson, who 
reached out to the group to see how she could be in-
volved while obtaining the 100 hours of volunteer-
ing she requires for one of her classes.

While no formal count was taken, Kinette Kat 
Mackin-Smith says approximately 150 people at-
tended, making it a wonderful evening. 

“We love to celebrate our community every chance 
we can, so what better way than to bring families 
together for some fun?” Mackin-Smith said. “The 
hope was that parents got to sit back and visit and 
not have to worry about making supper, and the kids 
got to play hard (and sleep very well after!)”

Noting that feedback about the Harvest Fun Fes-
tival has been overwhelmingly positive, Mackin-
Smith says one of the most common things she’s 
heard is that people would like to see a monthly play 
day event — a possibility, she says, that the Kinettes 
are already hard at work brainstorming.

With Kin Canada’s mandate being to “serve the 
community’s greatest need,” Mackin-Smith says the 
Kinettes’ priority as the owners of the Communi-
ty Hall is to breathe new life into the building and 
make it “the centre of where good things happen in 
our community.”

“At the centre of ‘serving the community’s great-
est needs’ are its people. People need a place to cele-
brate, mourn, educate, play, make music, dance, and 
much more,” she said. “We want to be part of provid-
ing the safe, clean space to do those things.”

Having just taken over the Community Hall on 
July 1, Mackin-Smith says the group is focused on 
getting the building into tip-top shape with repairs 
and deep cleaning. The group has also revised and 
clarified the booking system for the building.

Already, the Community Hall looks like it will be 
busy, as the building is solidly booked through the 
fall and the Kinettes are booking well ahead into the 
winter months.
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Kinettes welcome fall with fun night at hall

Kids and parents enjoyed fall and Hallow-
een-themed arts and crafts. From left to right: 
Brinley, Jasmine, and Connor Skrupski.

NOW OPEN!
ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS 

AND EMERGENCIES

107 Main Street, 
Spiritwood, SK S0J 2M0
MON – FRI: 9AM TO 5PM

spiritwooddentalclinic.ca

306-883-3366

A large contingent of Kinettes were on hand to 
make the evening run smoothly. From left to 
right: Tasje Sharron, Kelly Herndier, Tara Lenz 
(back) Amber Larson, Lisa Karpinnen, and Ni-
cole Erb. Missing helpers: Tasha Cyr, Kim LaM-
otte, Sam Borix, Kat Mackin-Smith, Regan Buck-
ingham, Sarah McComas, and Tara Larka.

Kids had lots of bouncy fun on the bouncy castles supplied by Diskotek Entertainment. Pictured, left 
to right: Harper, Millie, Courtney (mom), and Bella Canaday.

Advertising Deadline is

Friday 4 p.m.



As the provincial election 
headed into the home stretch 
last week, the polls were lay-
ing out some pretty clear ex-
pectations for what the leg-
islature might look like later 
this fall.

Granted, as politics has be-
come increasingly radicalized 
and divisive in recent years, 
polling has become less of an 
exact science and more akin 
to throwing darts at a dart 
board, but there was little ev-
idence to suggest the outcome 
in Saskatchewan would differ 
vastly from what the polls were project-
ing.

So, despite a late Insightrix Research 
poll that showed the Saskatchewan NDP 
had pulled slightly ahead of the Sask 
Party among decided voters (50 per cent 
to 45 per cent), Monday evening’s results 
from the ballot boxes weren’t much of a 
surprise.

Up until election night, 338Canada.
com, an independent website that aggre-
gates and averages polling data for pro-
vincial and federal elections, gave Scott 
Moe’s Sask Party government more than 
a 99 per cent chance of winning the elec-
tion.

The pollster saw the reigning govern-
ment earning 53 per cent of the vote to 
hold on to 39 seats in the legislature, 
with Carla Beck’s Sask NDP receiving 
41 per cent of the vote and 22 seats (all 
with a margin of error of plus/minus 5 
per cent).

Meanwhile, running in its first provin-
cial election with a slate of 31 candidates, 
the Sask United Party was projected to 
earn 3 per cent of the vote – not enough 
for party leader Jon Hromek to win the 
Lumsden-Morse seat, or for Nadine Wil-
son to hold on to her Saskatchewan Riv-
ers seat.

Given the wealth of data he almost 
certainly had access to, it was strange 
to see Mr. Moe so concerned about the 
potential for vote splitting to upset his 
government.

“The success that a party like the SUP 
might have, is to split the vote and allow 
the NDP to come up the middle,” Mr. 
Moe tweeted in late September. “You can 
vote for the NDP directly by putting an 
X beside them or you can vote for them 
indirectly by splitting the vote.”

Mr. Moe continued singing this tune 
well into last week. And he even went so 
far as to copy notes from the Sask Unit-
ed Party’s playbook by announcing that 

his government’s first prior-
ity would be to ban “biolog-
ical boys” from using school 
change rooms with “biological 
girls” (much like his govern-
ment’s pronoun policy, this 
one seemed to come out of left 
field in response to one alleged 
incident).

Perhaps, in not reading too 
much into polls regardless of 
the outcome they were pro-
jecting, Mr. Moe was playing it 
safe, taking nothing for grant-
ed. If so, it will be interesting 
to see if this is reflected in his 

government’s tone as it begins its fifth 
majority mandate.

To be certain, Mr. Moe is bringing a 
much less experienced team to the leg-
islature with him, as 21 of the 48 sitting 
Sask Party MLAs opted not to run again 
in this election. Among those 21 are key 
veterans like Steven Bonk, Fred Brad-
shaw, Joe Hargrave, Donna Harpauer, 
Dustin Duncan, Delbert Kirsch, Don 
McMorris, Don Morgan, Greg Ottenbre-
it, Randy Weekes, and Gordon Wyant.

While some might see this as evidence 
of “rats leaving a sinking ship,” Mr. Moe 
has optimistically touted his changing 
roster of MLAs (and prospective minis-
ters) as a renewal for the Sask Party.

It will be just as interesting to see if 
this philosophy of renewal is carried into 
this government’s mandate.

Will the Sask Party government return 
to its roots and govern with more humil-
ity and accountability?

It should for many reasons.
Mr. Moe made this provincial election 

all about records – his government’s re-
cord vs the record of the ghost of NDP 
governments past.

It was an interesting tactic, given what 
his government was running on.

Under 17 years of Sask Party govern-
ment, the public debt has more than 
tripled to $20 billion ($31 billion with 
debt from Crown corporations, treasury 
board Crowns, and entities that rely on 
government funding included) and the 
budget has been balanced only twice in 
the past decade.

Under 17 years of Sask Party govern-
ment, K-12 class sizes have ballooned, 
per student funding has dropped to be 
the second lowest in the country, and 
students’ outcomes in reading, math, 
and science have dropped precipitously 
since the early 2000s.

Under 17 years of Sask Party govern-
ment, 200,000 people in the province 

don’t have a family doctor and hospitals 
continue to be understaffed, resulting in 
952 service disruptions between 2019 
and 2023 and 6,795 days of health fa-
cility closures. Additionally, despite the 
Sask Party’s efforts to reduce wait times 
by shipping people out of province for 
more costly procedures at private clin-
ics, the province continues to have the 
second longest average wait times in the 
country for priority procedures (includ-
ing knee and hip replacements).

In short, the Sask Party government 
has a lot it needs to fix. First, though, it 
needs to fix its culture.

Last week, we were reminded once 
again that, prior to the election, the Sask 
Party had become a government that 
seemed most dedicated to its own inter-
ests and the interests of its friends.

In the long-awaited conclusion to the 
Sunrise Motel scandal, which saw two 
Regina motels in which former MLA 
Gary Grewal had a personal stake sud-
denly receive more than $700,000 in 
Ministry of Social Services business af-
ter he was elected, the province’s conflict 
of interest commissioner, Maurice Her-
auf, found Mr. Grewal had broken con-
flict of interest rules.

Earlier this year, after months of try-
ing to stonewall the Sask NDP’s efforts 
to investigate this matter, the Sask Party 
seemed to admit to some fault by chang-
ing its hotel policy for social service cli-
ents. 

However, the Sask Party’s response to 
Mr. Herauf’s ruling didn’t inspire much 
confidence that taxpayers can expect it 

to hold itself accountable or change its 
ways.

And lest we forget, Mr. Grewal’s con-
flict of interest breaches aren’t the only 
questionable activities being investigat-
ed by Mr. Herauf. Also under investiga-
tion, for two separate matters, is Educa-
tion Minister Jeremy Cockrill.

First, questions were raised about 
Mr. Cockrill’s connections to his family 
business, Fortress Windows and Doors, 
which received $179,137.46 from the 
Battlefords Housing Authority in 2021-
22 (a time when he was still listed as a 
part-time sales rep and adviser).

Second, questions still remain about 
the timing of Mr. Cockrill’s investments 
in Helium Evolution and Royal Heli-
um and the government’s launch of the 
province’s Helium Action Plan.

As we wait for Mr. Herauf to publish 
his conclusions about Mr. Cockrill’s 
potential conflicts of interest, we can’t 
forget the Sask Party government’s ten-
dency in recent years to award lucrative 
healthcare contracts to out-of-province 
donors.

Nor can we forget the controversy still 
surrounding the Sask Research Coun-
cil and the firing of board chair Dennis 
Fitzpatrick, who blew the whistle about 
questionable hiring practices and con-
flicts of interest within the organization.

The Sask Party government’s conduct 
in just the past year should leave all tax-
payers concerned. If the government 
wants to talk about renewal, it should 
start by cleaning up its act and holding 
itself accountable.
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Sask Party renewal must 
start with accountability

OpinionOpinion

Jordan

Twiss

~
News Editor

Jordan Twiss & Meghan Penney, 
Co-Publishers

Jordan Twiss, Shellbrook Chronicle Reporter 
jordan@sbchron.com/chnews@sbchron.com

Bevra Fee, Spiritwood Herald Reporter 
(306) 883-7058 or bevrafee@yahoo.ca

Meghan Penney, Advertising Sales &       
Composition/Pagination chads@sbchron.com 

Karen Stene, Bookkeeping/Reception 
accounting@sbchron.com

Office Hours: Monday - Thursday, 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.; 
Friday, 9 a.m. to 12 p.m. & 1 to 4 p.m.; 

Advertising Deadline: Fridays at 4:00 p.m.
Websites: www.shellbrookchronicle.com

www.spiritwoodherald.com

Shellbrook Chronicle 
Serving the Communities of Shellbrook, Canwood, 

Debden, Big River, Parkside, Leask, Marcelin, 
Blaine Lake, Holbein, Mont Nebo, Mayview

Spiritwood Herald
Serving the Communities of Spiritwood, Shell Lake,

Leoville, Chitek Lake, Mildred, Rabbit Lake, Medstead,
Mayfair, Bapaume, Belbutte, Glaslyn

Publications Mail Registration #07621

Published Every Thursday Morning

 P.O. Box 10, Shellbrook, Sask. S0J 2E0
 Phone 306-747-2442 or Fax 306-747-3000

Editorial: chnews@sbchron.com 
Advertising: chads@sbchron.com 

The contents of the Shellbrook Chronicle and Spiritwood Herald 
are protected by Copyright. Reproduction of any material must 

be done so with expressed permission of the publisher.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR: In the interest of readers of this 
newspaper, we will publish opinions of our readers. Letters To 
The Editor are most welcome; however, they must be signed and 
include writer’s contact information and will only be published 
with the writer’s name on it. Letters should be limited in length 
and be typed or clearly written. We reserve the right to edit letters 
depending on available space.

Member of 



Schmidt wins 
October dessert

By JORDAN TWISS
Shellbrook Chronicle 

Reporter

(The following coun-
cil highlights are not 
the approved minutes of 
council for Oct. 21.) 

Shellbrook’s Town 
Council held its regular 
meeting in person and 
via teleconference on 
Monday, Oct.21. 

In attendance were 
Mayor Amund Otter-
son, Councillors Larry 
Batten, Peter Halayka, 
Cheryl Ledding, and 
Kathleen Nording, and 
the town’s CAO, Kel-
ly Hoare. Absent were 
councillors Bruce An-
derson and Brent Miller. 
Meanwhile, Tim Settee, 
who was acclaimed as a 
new councillor, sat in on 
the meeting to learn the 
ropes ahead of stepping 
into his official role.

The meeting was called 
to order by Mayor Otter-

son, and council began 
with its customary Trea-
ty 6 land acknowledge-
ment in recognition of 
Truth and Reconcilia-
tion. Then, it approved 
the meeting’s agenda, 
adopted the minutes of 
its Oct. 7 meeting, and 
moved swiftly on to re-
ports of administration 
and committees.

In her CAO report, 
Hoare informed council 
that the ongoing sew-
er project on 1st Avenue 
East and 2nd Avenue 
East should be wrapped 
up in the next couple 
weeks. As of the meeting, 
mains were still being re-
placed along 1st Avenue 
and Acadia was on-hand 
to replace the lift station 
on 2nd Avenue.

In another infrastruc-
ture update, Hoare said 
Aecon had been invited 
to be one of the engineer-
ing firms to come look 
at the water treatment 

plant and get an idea of 
the town’s plans mov-
ing forward. This is the 
part of the initial steps 
following the completion 
of the biofiltration pilot 
project, which deter-
mined that biofiltration 
is a viable treatment op-
tion for the town’s water 
supply.

Under Fire and Rescue 
& Emergency Measures, 
Hoare said a candidate 
for the position of Re-
gional EMO coordinator 
will be interviewed soon. 
This person will be a key 
piece in crafting a re-
gional approach to han-
dling emergencies for the 
Town of Shellbrook and a 
group of other communi-
ties and rural municipal-
ities in the area.

Rounding out the re-
ports with the monthly 
update from the Com-
munity Safety Officer 
(CSO), Hoare said he will 
soon also be issuing re-

ports to the Towns of Big 
River and Blaine Lake, 
and the R.M. of Leask, 
as his services have been 
contracted out to those 
municipalities.

Meanwhile, in re-
sponse to an incident in 
which the CSO called 
for a ride for an erratic, 
intoxicated individual 
outside of Amanda Piz-
za, Councillor Ledding 
questioned whether it 
should be the CSO’s re-
sponsibility or priority 
to make sure people have 
rides home. 

While he didn’t nec-
essarily disagree, Set-
tee suggested it was less 
about getting people 
home safe and more 
about getting a “problem 
person” out of the area 
before they become more 
of an issue.

On the policing front, 
Councillor Batten said 
he’d like to see more of 
the RCMP in town and 

more people reporting 
suspicious activity to 
the police, while Mayor 
Otterson said he’d been 
hearing concerns about 
drivers ignoring stop 
signs. Councillor Led-
ding said the RCMP is 
doing its best, but is cur-
rently down six people. 

Moving on to new busi-
ness, council began by 
accepting the tax arrears 
listing as presented by 
administration, and by 
reversing interest on an 
account in the amount of 
$56.76.

Closing out the meet-
ing, it gave first reading 
to Bylaw 2024-15, a by-
law to amend the Offi-

cial Community Plan 
Bylaw (2012-06) and 
Bylaw 2024-16, a bylaw 
to amend Zoning By-
law (2018-1). The bylaw 
amendments will al-
low the old Shellbrook 
Hospital building to be 
rezoned from commer-
cial to residential, as the 
building’s owners are 
planning to convert it to 
apartment-style suites. 

While council ex-
pressed disappointment 
with how slow the own-
ers have been to do any-
thing with the building, 
and the mess they’ve left 
on the property, it was 
pleased to see some for-
ward momentum.
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Highlights of a Shellbrook Town Council meeting

Amy Schmidt was the Spiritwood Public Library’s 
October Dessert of the Month winner. Here, she 
accepts monster cookies and brownies from Li-
brary Board member Jim Bedi. 
� By HEATHER GATZKE, Branch Librarian

Your Two Cents~

Dear editor,
Cancer is a word that strikes fear in most people. 

Almost all of us have been impacted by it – whether 
personally, within our family or within our network 
of friends and colleagues – and all of us should ex-
pect timely and effective diagnosis, treatment and 
follow-up care.

The quality and availability of this care was a top-
ic in provincial news recently, based on a briefing 
note prepared by the Saskatchewan Government and 
General Employees’ Union (SGEU) regarding chal-
lenges at the Saskatchewan Cancer Agency (SCA). 
SGEU represents hundreds of employees at the SCA 
in Regina and Saskatoon, including technologists, 
nurses, pharmacists, support staff and more.

The briefing note contained information gathered 
in a survey of SCA employees in August and was 
created in preparation for meetings SGEU request-
ed with the Minister of Health and the Opposition 
Health Critic. These meetings took place in late Au-
gust and early September, at which time SGEU rep-
resentatives from the SCA and I laid out a number of 
urgent concerns that have been impacting staff and 
patients. Patient volumes and acuity have increased 
dramatically in the past few years. Cancer screen-
ing programs have increased and evening treatment 
clinics have been implemented. We applaud the gov-
ernment for improving early detection efforts and 

providing more hours for treatment.
However, staffing levels have not kept up with the 

demand in workload, and facilities are growing more 
crowded. This compromises patient care, patient 
privacy and the ability for staff to provide top-notch 
care. Both the critic and the minister seemed con-
cerned by what they heard.

In addition to laying out the critical situation at the 
SCA, we proposed a number of solutions to the min-
ister and the critic. We advised both that we are pre-
pared to work together on solving the problems at the 
SCA to help ensure patients and their families can 
receive the high level of care they need and deserve.

The solutions we proposed at the meetings includ-
ed immediate, mid-term and long-term actions. We 
expected immediate action or at least confirmation 
that action is being taken. However, we have yet to 
hear anything from the minister or his representa-
tives.

Despite that, I can guarantee that SGEU members 
employed at the Cancer Agency will continue doing 
everything they can to support cancer patients and 
their families. That means working through breaks 
and meal periods, working extra shifts, working over-
time – sometimes without compensation, showing 
care and concern even on the hardest of days. And, 
as SGEU president, I will continue to put pressure on 
the government to ensure staff health and safety and 
patient care are a priority moving forward.

Tracey Sauer,
SGEU President

Government must 
support cancer patients

VILLAGE OF CANWOOD
[Section 82 of the Act]

NOTICE OF 
ABANDONMENT OF POLL

Whereas a poll is not required pursuant to The Local Government 
Election Act, 2015 for the office of:

Councillor
I hereby give public notice that no voting for said office will 
take place and the following people are elected by acclamation: 

Ryan Demers
Greg Edeen

Kaytlyn Mitchell
Ken Moar

Dated at the Village of Canwood this 24th day of October, 2024.

Heather Sten
Returning Officer

NOTICE OF 
ABANDONMENT OF POLL

The Rural Municipality of Shellbrook No. 493
Municipal Elections 2024

Public Notice is hereby given that:
1)    A vote will NOT be held for the election of Councillor 
      for Division No. 5.
2)   The following person is hereby elected to the 
      following Office by acclamation:

COUNCILLOR DIVISION No. 5: Kris Moe
Dated at Shellbrook, Saskatchewan this 24th day of 
October, 2024.
Duane Storey
Returning Officer

VILLAGE OF LEASK

NOTICE OF 
ABANDONMENT OF POLL

Whereas a poll is not required pursuant to The Local 
Government Election Act 2015 for the office of:
Mayor of the Village of Leask & Councillor of the Village 
of Leask.
I hereby give public notice that no voting for the said 
offices will take place on November 13, 2024 and that 
the following persons are elected by acclamation: 
Mayor:            Eugene Verbonac
Councillors:   Andrew Park
	         David Petriew
	         Valerie Priestley
	         Zach Waldner
Dated at the Village of Leask, SK, this 24th day of 
October, 2024
Yvette Hamel
Returning Officer

FOR DIVISION 3 COUNCILLOR
RM of Leask No. 464

RM Election Information:
Advance Polls: 
Thursday, November 7th from 4pm to 8pm

Municipal Election: 
Wednesday, November 13th from 9am to 8pm

Q LORRAINE FAJT



By MARJ BRADLEY
Golden Host Players

Shellbrook Seniors who 
are interested in partic-
ipating in local drama, 
will want to attend an 
organizational meeting 
at the Shellbrook Public 
Library at 2:30 p.m. on 
Wednesday, Nov. 13. For 
those interested in act-
ing, no previous experi-
ence is required. Some 
folks might consider a 
role as director, produc-
er, scheduling officer, 
phone communication, 
props or costuming, 
prompter, or...?

Golden Host Players 
will appeal mostly to Se-
niors, because practices 
and performances are 
held during the workday. 
Sufficient membership 
to fill all the roles asso-
ciated with a dramatic 
production is essential 
for the assurance that no 

one individual is over-
burdened with respon-
sibility, and for the con-
tinuation of this group in 
the community.

The last production 
mounted by this group 
was a one act play, a 
re-enactment of the 
Burns-Allen 1940 radio 
show, Gracie Allen for 
President! The perfor-
mance was directed for 
residents of Parkland In-
tegrated Health Centre 
(PIHC) Continuing Care 
and families, as well as 
members of the gener-
al public. All rehearsals 
were held in the Great 
Room at PIHC. 

It is hoped that elders 
who live at the facility 
may once again be in-
volved in various ways, 
whether the group de-
cides to mount another 
one act play, or consider 
production of a variety 
show.

(Where necessary, the following minutes may have 
been edited for brevity or clarity.)

The Regular Meeting of the Council of the Rural 
Municipality of Spiritwood No. 496 was held on Fri-
day, Sept. 13, 2024, in Council Chambers located at 
218 Main Street in Spiritwood, Sask.

Present: Reeve – Shirley Dauvin, Division 1 – Larry 
Vaagen, Division 2 – Dale Wasden, Division 3 – Terry 
Wingerter, Division 4 – Dennis Laventure, Division 
5 – Heather Warkentin, CAO – Colette Bussiere, and 
Foreman – Darcy Laventure

Absent: Division 6 – Vacant.
A quorum being present the meeting was called to 

order at 8:03 a.m. by Reeve Shirley Dauvin.
Warkentin: That the minutes of the Aug. 13, 2024, 

Regular Meeting of Council be approved as present-
ed. Carried

Wingerter: That the Administrator’s report having 
been read now be filed. Carried

Vaagen: That the Foreman’s report having been 
read now be filed. Carried

Laventure: That we approve the replacement of 
8 pilings for the bridge located on Twp Rd 524 be-

tween Rge Rd 3113 and Rge Rd 3115 also known as 
Witchekan Lake access road. Carried

Delegation: 10 a.m. - Fire Chief, TJ Tipton - Abusive 
Behavior 

Fire Chief, TJ Tipton joined the council meeting 
at 10 a.m. to discuss abusive behavior by a property 
owner towards the fire fighters during a fire call.

Fire Chief, TJ Tipton left the council meeting at 
10:20 a.m.

Wasden: That the bank reconciliation for the month 
ending Aug. 31, 2024, be accepted as presented. Car-
ried

Wasden: That the “List of Accounts” as listed on 
the attached Schedule “A” forming part of these min-
utes be passed for payment: Cheque No. 14871-14917 
($278,687.51), Payroll File No. 476 & 478 ($54,134.92), 
EFT No. 2024-0054- ($497,348.10). Carried

Laventure: That the Statement of Financial Activi-
ties for the month ending Aug. 31, 2024, be approved 
as presented. Carried

Councillor Larry Vaagen acknowledged a conflict of 
interest in the matter of Bylaw No. 2024-3, being an 
amendment to the Zoning Bylaw.

Warkentin: That Bylaw No. 2024-3, being a bylaw 
of the Rural Municipality of Spiritwood No. 496 to 
amend Bylaw No. 4-2015 known as the zoning bylaw, 
be read a first time. Carried

Wingerter: That a public hearing to hear comments 
on Bylaw No. 2024-3 be scheduled for Tuesday, Nov. 
12, 2024, at 1 p.m. in Council Chambers. Carried

Vaagen: That we recommend approval of the appli-
cation to subdivide land located on NW 02-50-08-
W3 under the following conditions: 

•	 Cash in Lieu of the Municipal Reserve require-
ment;

•	 Signed Servicing Agreement;
•	 Payment of fees equal to invoices for Public No-

tice, Planning Consultants, Legal Counsel and 
Professional Consultants for work done or ser-
vices performed in the preparation, supervision, 
or administration of this development. Carried

Council: That we recommend approval of the ap-
plication to subdivide land located on NW 05-50-09-
W3 under the following conditions: 

•	 Signed Servicing Agreement
•	 Payment of fees equal to invoices for Public No-

tice, Planning Consultants, Legal Counsel and 
Professional Consultants for work done or ser-
vices performed in the preparation, supervision, 
or administration of this development. Carried

Wingerter: That we recommend approval of the 
application to subdivide land located on SE 15-50-11-
W3 under the following conditions: 

•	 Cash in Lieu of the Municipal Reserve require-
ment;

•	 Approach development will be at the responsibil-

ity of the property owner, for access to the pro-
posed parcel, should the shared approach with 
the adjacent property owner not be a viable op-
tion;

•	 Payment of fees equal to invoices for Public No-
tice, Planning Consultants, Legal Counsel and 
Professional Consultants for work done or ser-
vices performed in the preparation, supervision, 
or administration of this development. Carried

Warkentin: That we proceed with the process and 
provide public notice prior to consideration to enact a 
bylaw to close and sell the road allowance described 
as Plan AQ3143, being Parcel No. 129168399 located 
on SE 27-53-12-W3 and Parcel No. 129168401, locat-
ed on SW 28-53-12-W3. Carried

Wingerter: That we consent to the removal of tree 
stumps within the Environmental Reserve (ER) ad-
jacent to Lot 18 of Blk 1 in The Cove in accordance 
with the Water Security Agency (WSA) regulations 
and Aquatic Habitat Protection Permit. The applicant 
is solely responsible for all costs, design, safety, and 
workmanship aspects associated with this approval.  
Carried

Wingerter: That we consent to the removal of dead 
trees within the Environmental Reserve (ER) adja-
cent to Lot 8 of Blk 1 in South Shore Ridge in accor-
dance with the Water Security Agency (WSA) regu-
lations and Aquatic Habitat Protection Permit. The 
applicant is solely responsible for all costs, design, 
safety, and workmanship aspects associated with 
this approval. Carried

Laventure: That we have no objection to the in-
stallation of a natural gas main to service SE 15-49-
08-W3 in accordance with SaskEnergy work order 
#352442. Carried

Warkentin: That we enter into a new Municipal 
Funding Agreement with His Majesty the King in 
Right of Saskatchewan under the Canada Communi-
ty Building Fund Program. The Municipal Funding 
Agreement will be effective from April 1, 2024 to 
March 31, 2034. Carried

Vaagen: That Colton Paul be appointed to Regional 
Fire Department #2. Carried

Laventure: That the council meeting be closed to 
the public at 11:30 a.m. under the authority of Part III 
of The Local Authority Freedom of Information and 
Protection of Privacy Act, to go in camera to discuss 
Human Resources. Carried

CAO, Colette Bussiere left council chambers at 
11:30 a.m.

CAO, Colette Bussiere returned to council cham-
bers at 11:35 a.m. The regular meeting of council was 
out of camera and resumed at 11:35 a.m.

Warkentin: That the correspondence, having been 
read, now be filed. Carried

Wingerter: That the meeting be adjourned.
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Minutes of an RM of Spiritwood meeting

NOTICE OF 
ABANDONMENT OF POLL

The Rural Municipality of Leask No. 464
Municipal Election 2024

Public Notice is hereby given that:
Dan Twa was nominated for the office of Division 2 
Councillor and is the only candidate;
Therefore, no voting for this division will take place on 
November 13th, 2024. 
Dated at Leask this 24th day of October, 2024.
Donna Goertzen
Returning Officer

YOU ARE INVITED...
to join SHELLBROOK’S 

GOLDEN HOST PLAYERS
WHEN?      Wednesday, November 13 @ 2:30 PM
WHERE?    Shellbrook Public Library
WHO?         Any interested seniors. 
	            (No previous experience required)
WHY?         It’s fun! And we’d like to discuss the 
possibilities of a dramatic offering to the community in 
the months ahead. (See the article on this page!)

Golden Host Players 
ease into new season

By PHIL MOUNT
NFU Vice President

The Senate needs to do the right 
thing and pass Bill C-282 to pre-
vent future trade negotiators from 
bargaining away more of Canada’s 
supply-managed dairy, poultry or 
egg markets, currently served by 
Canadian farmers and benefiting 
the Canadian economy and food 
system. The House of Commons 
passed this Bill with over 80 per-
cent of MPs in favour. To become 
law, it has to pass in the Senate too. 

Canada’s supply management 
system was developed by farm-
ers working with governments to 
solve real-world problems: over-
production, waste, volatility, in-
efficiency, shortages, quality and 
exploitation. Canada’s solution is 
elegant, simple and has stood the 
test of time. It provides high qual-
ity dairy, chicken, turkey and eggs 
to consumers year-round, with 
fair and predictable prices for both 
the farmer and the processor. And 
even though supply management 
does not set retail prices – that’s 

up to grocers – statistics show that 
overall grocery prices in Canada 
went up faster than retail milk 
prices over the past ten years. 
Supply management also ensures 
farmers have the stability to in-
vest in long-term improvements 
like energy efficiency and animal 
welfare, hire workers and pay for 
services and products locally, and 
pass their farms on to the next 
generation directly or through new 
entrant programs that help young 
farmers get started.

Continued on page 7

Op-Ed: Keeping dairy, eggs and poultry 
Canadian makes sense

SHOP LOCAL. SAVE LOCAL  
Support the local businesses that keep your community and its 
newspapers thriving.



It is simply amazing 
what science and re-
search is achieving these 
days in term of farming’s 
future.

We live in a world 
where there is something 
of a backlash against sci-
ence — at least among 
some with the time and 
inclination to flood social 
media with their con-
cerns. It’s a situation that 
should be concerning to 
most.

It would be a vastly 
different, and far less 
advanced world with-
out science, and while 
there have been exam-
ples where initial dis-
coveries in science were 
later proven to be badly 
flawed, that is part of 
the process of science. 
Something is studied, 

conclusions are drawn, 
and the “discovery” goes 
out into the world, where 
other researchers take 
fresh looks and some-
times nod their heads 
in agreement with the 
discovery, and at other 
times find serious flaws 
— something that comes 
to the forefront with ever 
expanding knowledge.

If we want 100 per cent 
guarantees from sci-
ence, we are dreaming, 
because science evolves 
with more research, with 
one “discovery” building 
on another, and in the 
process creating better 
knowledge.

Certainly, we need to 
have a process of review 
for many discoveries, but 
it would be folly to ever 
stop the research be-

cause what is learned to-
morrow might be crucial 
to a better future.

For example, what 
fired this week’s column 
was a headline at www.
producer.com: Research-
ers develop battery pow-
ered by soil.

The story by Robert 
Arnason noted, “there 
can be billions of mi-
cro-organisms in a sin-
gle gram of soil. That 

massive population of 
bacteria and fungi de-
liver many functions for 
crops, such as breaking 
down nitrogen molecules 
so the nutrient becomes 
available to plants.”

The story then goes on 
to report that scientists 
at the University of Bath 
in the United Kingdom 
“have learned that soil 
microbes can also per-
form a task unrelated 
to agriculture that may 
soon benefit farmers.

“The micro-organisms 
can generate electricity 

for a soil-powered bat-
tery.”

Branded as a “Bactery,” 
which is about the size 
of a baseball, it is hoped 
farmers will use the bat-
teries to power the in-
field sensors that are be-
coming more common in 
agriculture.

The idea of the soil pro-
viding electricity is sim-
ply put — rather amazing 
— at least to this writer. 
That such technology has 
rather obvious farm ap-
plications is significant 
to the sector too.

But, a bigger question 
— one scientists have 
likely already asked 
themselves and are 
working to answer — is 
what can come next?

Where might the tech-
nology go in terms of an 
alternate energy source? 
What applications might 
it serve in the future?

Science is much like 
a bucket of Lego, each 
discovery (block) adding 
to what can be a much 
bigger project; these lit-
tle batteries just one of 
those blocks.
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Soil battery tech highlights importance of science

AgricultureAgriculture

Calvin

Daniels

~

Calvin 
Daniels

On Agriculture

Continued from 6
Supply management stands upon three 

pillars: production discipline (to prevent 
both over-production and shortages), 
cost-of-production farm-gate pricing 
(based on actual data to ensure farm-
er incomes are provided through the 
market, not government subsidies), and 
import controls (to ensure supply and 
demand are balanced). All three are nec-
essary. Passing Bill C-282 would uphold 
the import control pillar. 

Opponents of Bill C-282 believe Can-
ada’s trade negotiators must have access 
to all possible concessions – even if that 
means putting Canadian farmers out of 
business, taking economic engines out 
of rural communities, jeopardizing the 
quality and security of our food system, 
and weakening our food processing sec-
tor. Strangely, Bill C-282’s most vocal op-
ponents already operate in a largely tar-
iff-free global trading environment, and 
some do not even use the market access 
they have gained.

Until the World Trade Organization 
(WTO) was established in 1995, Can-
ada had hard limits on dairy, poultry 
and egg imports. Under the WTO, Tar-
iff Rate Quotas (TRQs) allow a certain 
amount of imports tariff-free, but above 
that threshold, high tariffs apply, mak-
ing further imports uneconomic. CPTPP, 
CETA and CUSMA negotiators added 
more TRQs for dairy chicken, turkey and 
eggs, which our trading partners have 
fully utilized. As a result, 18% of Can-
ada’s dairy products and nearly 11% of 
Canada’s chicken is now imported. Most 
of these imports come from the USA. 

Some people believe international 
competition would reduce prices for con-
sumers. However, retail prices are set by 
grocers, and in countries without supply 
management, prices are similar to Can-
ada’s. When consumers buy imported 
dairy, poultry and/or eggs, their grocery 
dollars leave Canada, which means we 
lose the positive spin-offs that happen 
when consumers buy Canadian-pro-

duced products. When our population 
grows and demand increases, instead of 
allowing more Canadians to make a liv-
ing from providing for those needs, that 
economic activity leaves our country to 
benefit others.

After the European Union, United 
Kingdom, Australian and New Zealand 
deregulated their dairy sectors, farmers 
quickly ramped up production, hoping 
to sell more. The result: supply greatly 
exceeded demand and farmgate prices 
crashed. The lower the price, the more 
volume is needed to maintain revenues – 
but overproduction keeps pushing pric-
es down in a vicious circle, bankrupting 
many farmers. In Europe, governments 
stepped in with massive emergency pay-
ments to prevent the worst misery. 

American commercial poultry produc-
tion operates on a massive scale where 
contracted farmers are at the mercy of 
giant processing corporations that dic-
tate the terms of production, control ac-
cess to the market and offload all risks 
and debt. Smaller American dairy and 
chicken farmers alike have had their 
contracts ended without warning, leav-
ing them with massive debt and no way 
to earn an income; some have despaired 
to the point of suicide.

Supply management is a uniquely 
Canadian triumph that has proven it-
self over 50 years. Using our supply 
managed market as a trade bargaining 
chip is a lose-lose proposition. If supply 
management fails, dairy, poultry and 
egg production would shift towards the 
highly exploitative model that dominates 
the USA, or our sectors would be dis-
placed altogether by imports. An iron-
clad commitment to keeping our supply 
management system strong by passing 
BIll C-282 would keep our dairy, egg and 
poultry food dollars in Canada where 
they support thousands of farm families, 
workers and rural communities – and 
ensure consumers will continue to have 
reliable, affordable access to top quality 
food.

Op-Ed: Keeping dairy, eggs and 
poultry Canadian makes sense

Community Calendar
~

SPIRITWOOD: Wapiti Regional Library - Tuesday 9am - 5pm; Wednesday 9am 
- 5pm; Friday 9am - 5pm
LEOVILLE: Wapiti Regional Library - Wednesday 10am - 4pm; Thursday 10am 
- 4pm 
SHELL LAKE: Wapiti Regional Library - Tuesday 11am - 4pm; Wednesday 12 
pm -5 pm

~
BLAINE LAKE: Wapiti Library - Wednesday 1pm - 6pm; Thursday 1pm - 6pm; 
Friday 1pm - 6pm; Saturday 10am - 3pm. Contact us for more info 306-497-3130, 
www.wapitilibrary.ca.
BIG RIVER: Wapiti Library - Tuesday 11:30am - 4:30pm; Wednesday 11:30am - 
4:30pm; Thursday 11:30am - 4:30pm. Phone # 306-469-2152
CANWOOD: Canwood Branch of Wapiti Regional Library Hours: Tuesday 
9:30am - 4pm; Friday 10:30am - 5pm; Phone: 306-468-2501
DEBDEN: Wapiti Library hours:  Tuesday 10am - 4pm; Wednesday 1pm - 7pm.  
Librarian: Aline Hannon
LEASK: Wapiti Library & Legacy Gallery Hours - Tuesday 9am - 2pm; Wednesday 
3pm - 6pm; Friday 11am - 5pm
MARCELIN: Wapiti Library - Monday 10am - 3pm; Thursday 2pm - 7pm. For 
information on all your library needs, please contact 306-226-2110.
SHELLBROOK: Shellbrook Branch of the Wapiti Library located at 105 Railway 
Ave., West (Provincial building). Library Hours: Monday 2pm - 6pm; Tuesday 2pm 
- 8pm; Wednesday 2pm - 8pm; Thursday 12pm - 6pm; Friday 10 am - 5pm (Story 
Time 10:30am - 11:30am); Saturday 10am - 4pm. 

~
SHELLBROOK: Shellbrook Arts Council Christmas Craft Sale – Sat., November 
16, 10am - 4pm @ Shellbrook Community Hall. Homemade lunch available for 
purchase!
SHELLBROOK: Skate Shellbrook Registration Open For: CanSkate - 1st day Wed., 
October 23rd and more! Program info & registration: shellbrooksc.uplifterinc.com or 
email shellbrookskatingclub@yahoo.ca
MONT NEBO: Fundraising Bazaar – Saturday, November 23, 10am to 4pm @ 
Mont Nebo Community Hall. Free Admittance • Cash Only. Door Prizes; Cinnamon 
Buns; Coffee, Tea, Juice; Lunch Table; Elephant Table; Baked Goods Table; Raffle 
Items. All proceeds will support Jason & Monica Klumpenhower’s GEM Mission in 
the Netherlands.
SHELLBROOK: Shellbrook Royal Canadian Legion – Remembrance Day Service 
– Monday, November 11 @ Shellbrook Theatre. Doors Open 10am, Service Starts 
10:30am.
SHELLBROOK: You are invited to join Shellbrook’s Golden Host Players! When? 
Wed., Nov. 13 @ 2:30pm. Where? Shellbrook Public Library. Who? Any interested 
seniors. (No previous experience required) Why? It’s fun! And we’d like to discuss 
the possibilities of a dramatic offering to the community in the months ahead. (See 
the article on page 6)
PARKSIDE: A Journey Under the Stars – The Christmas Story: A Live Narra-
tion Event. Sat., Dec. 7, 7pm, Main Street, Parkside, SK. We invite you to take a 
walk with us through the historic event that changed the world forever. From Mary 
receiving the promise to the birth of Jesus in a manger, you will experience the 
Christmas story like never before. Free Admission & Parking; Live Entertainment; 
Skating, Hot Beverages, Sleigh Rides. Parkside “Light Up” to follow. For more info: 
306-714-0255

TRIPLE YOUR ADVERTISING
We’ll advertise your important community event in our Community Calendar 

FREE for two weeks prior to the event with purchase of a 
2 column x 2” Display ad for only:

$60.00 plus G.S.T. - A savings of over 30%
Available to Non-Profit & Community Organizations Only

Call Now For Further Details
“Don’t miss out on letting your Community and others know of your event!”

Shellbrook Chronicle & Spiritwood Herald
Box 10, Shellbrook, SK  S0J 2E0

Ph: 306-747-2442 • Fax: 306-747-3000 • Email: chads@sbchron. com



Since narrow back-
to-back losses to Win-
nipeg in the Labour 
Day Classic and Banjo 
Bowl, the Saskatchewan 
Roughriders have been 
the Canadian Football 
League’s hottest team. 
And it couldn’t be hap-
pening at a better time.

Playoffs in the CFL 
are on the agenda this 
weekend and the Riders 
may or may not be play-
ing, depending on their 
final placing in the West 
Division. Four straight 
wins after the losses to 
Winnipeg in Septem-
ber have left the Riders 
and Bombers battling it 
out for first place in the 
West, with the top fin-
isher earning a bye into 
the Western final.

Defending Grey Cup 
champion Montreal 
Alouettes, meanwhile, 
have locked up top spot 
in the East, losing only 
four games in 2024 and 
even coasting to victory 
over Ottawa in mid-Oc-
tober without starting 
quarterback Cody Fajar-
do, who left the team for 
a few days to attend to 
his wife giving birth to a 
baby boy in Nevada.

Check out the individ-

ual statistics in the East 
Division and one would 
be hard-pressed to be-
lieve that the Alouettes 
are anywhere near the 
top of the standings. 
Farjardo ranks seventh 
in passing yards and is 
only sixth in passing 
touchdowns. Their top 
rusher, Walter Fletcher, 
is seventh in the league 
and their top player in 
the rushing TD catego-
ry, Caleb Evans, is 11th. 
Tyson Philpot, the Als’ 
top receiver, is 15th in 
receiving yards (but 
sixth in receiving touch-
downs). In the recep-
tions’ category, Fletcher 
leads the team, but is 
only ninth in the league.

Obviously, it’s a team 
game in Montreal, be-
cause the offensive stats 
are not great. Defen-
sively, the Alouettes are 
among the leaders in 
tackles, forced fumbles 
and sacks and have giv-
en up the second-fewest 
points in the CFL. That’s 
winning football

The way things are 
shaping up, everything 
is pointing to a Mon-
t r e a l- S a sk atc he w a n 
Grey Cup game in Van-
couver Nov. 17. After a 

slow start, Winnipeg 
went on a tear and took 
over top spot, but the 
Bombers’ play has been 
so-so down the stretch 
while Saskatchewan has 
romped to a number of 
impressive victories. 

Guaranteed a home 
playoff game for the first 
time since 2021 (either 
the Western semi-final 
or the final), the Riders 
have been riding the 
hot play of quarterback 
Trevor Harris and the 
reliability of kicker Brett 
Lauther to establish 
themselves as the CFL’s 
hottest team. Impres-
sively, Saskatchewan 
pasted B.C. Lions and 
quarterback Nathan Ro-
urke to the tune of 39-8 
for their fourth win in a 

row in mid-October.
Perhaps Harris was 

right when in a Sports 
Illustrated story fol-
lowing the 2023 Grey 
Cup, the QB said: “I ab-
solutely know that we 
can win a champion-
ship in Saskatchewan 
… three-hundred, six-
ty-five days from now 
we’re going to be look-
ing at green-and-white 
confetti coming down 
on us and we’re going to 
be celebrating.”

Maybe that was just 
off-season optimism, 
or maybe Harris knew 
something. 

Riders’ fans are hop-
ing the latter is true.

• Sports.yahoo.com: 
“After beating nearly 
every opponent in his 
path over the past two 
decades, Rafael Nad-
al has finally admitted 
defeat to the only one 
who’s never lost: Father 
Time.”

• Mets TV play-by-play 
voice Gary Cohen, on lo-
cal broadcasters being 
bumped from the play-
offs by national network 
broadcasters: “It’s kind 
of like taking a transat-
lantic voyage on a ship, 
and then getting thrown 

overboard a mile from 
shore.”

• Vancouver comedy 
guy Torben Rolfsen, on 
the start of the NHL 
season: “The NHL real-
ly knows how to make a 
splash with its opening 
game — Blues at Krak-
en on a Tuesday after-
noon.”

• Rolfsen again, on the 
arena-record $120,000 
in beer sales at Utah 
Hockey Club’s opening 
game against Chica-
go: “I didn’t think they 
drank in Utah. Must 
have been those 500 
Blackhawk fans.”

• Janice Hough of left-
coastsportsbabe.com: 
“You know the WNBA 
has become big time in 
the USA when the head-
lines complain about of-
ficiating.”

• Hough again, after 
Cleveland closer Em-
manuel Clase uncharac-
teristically blew a save 
against the Yankees 
in Game 3 of the A.L. 
championship series: 
“Ouch, well Clase and 
Choke are both five let-
ter Wordle words.”

• Mike Bianchi of 
the Orlando Sentinel, 
on Cowboys’ 81-year-

old owner Jerry Jones 
threatening the jobs of 
two radio hosts follow-
ing Dallas’s blowout loss 
to the Lions: “Too bad 
the Cowboys can’t put 
him out to pasture like 
the Democrats did with 
Joe Biden.”

• Jack Finarelli on 
his sportscurmudgeon.
com site, annually de-
clares the Brothel De-
fence of the Year award 
for college football — 
“so named because it is 
easy to score on that de-
fence.”

• RJ Currie of sports-
deke.com: “Eleven years 
ago, NASCAR’s Danica 
Patrick co-hosted the 
American Country Mu-
sic Awards. And why 
not? Her marriage had 
broken up, she owned a 
dog, drove a Chevy and 
all her chases were end-
ing in heartache.”

• Headline at fark.
com: “Titans release 
Jamal Adams; veteran 
safety said to be look-
ing forward to his next 
opportunity to join an-
other team’s injured re-
serve list.”

Care to comment? 
Email brucepen-
ton2003@yahoo.ca

Prediction time: Riders, Als in Grey Cup

SportsSports

BRUCE 
PENTON

~

By JORDAN TWISS
Shellbrook Chronicle Reporter

The U18 AA Parkland Elks contin-
ued their efforts to shake off the rink 
rust this weekend, playing host to the 
West Central Wheat Kings and the 
Saskatoon Crunch at the Richardson 
Pioneer Recreation Centre on Friday 
and Saturday night.

In search of their elusive first win 
of the 2024-2025 hockey season, the 
Elks had their work cut out for them 
against two opponents with respect-
able records. But it was work the team 
didn’t shy away from.

Elks (1) vs Kings (4)
Welcoming the West Central Wheat 

Kings to Shellbrook on Friday night, 
the Elks greeted them with a fast, 
hard-hitting tempo. It was a pace the 
Wheat Kings were more than willing 
to match, as they put the pressure on 
the Elks and nearly came away with a 
goal.

For their part, the Elks mostly gave 
as good as they got, coming close to 
breaking the 0-0 deadlock on a power 
play just after the midway point of the 
opening period. 

They came even closer to scoring in 
the dying minutes of the frame, rat-
tling a puck off the post and possibly 
in. But after a brief conference on the 
ice, the referees deemed it no goal, 
leaving the game tied at 0-0 after one 
period.

The Elks refused to be denied in the 
second period, making the most of the 

remainder of a power play to draw first 
blood. The goal came courtesy of Aiden 
Tait, who tapped home a rebound on 
assists from Brady Hujber and Colton 
Sommerfeld.

The Elks would hold on to their first 
lead of the season for half the period, 
killing 90-seconds of a 5-on-3 penalty 
kill and the remainder of a 4-minute 
penalty to preserve it. 

But penalties would prove the Elks’ 
undoing, and the Wheat Kings wore 
their defence down on another two-
man advantage to tie the game at 1-1. 
Deegan German netted the goal for 
the Wheat Kings, drawing assists from 
Landon Fortin and Kaine Thiessen.

Penalties continued to be the Elks’ 
Achilles heel through the second peri-
od, as the team squandered a four-min-
ute power play by taking a penalty of 
their own, dashing their hopes of re-
claiming the lead.

With the game still knotted at 1-1 
in the third, it was Wheat Kings who 
would take control of the game when 
Graydan Ewson snatched up the puck 
and scored an unassisted goal. Then, 
Jack Thiessen added an insurance goal 
for the Kings later in the period, on an 
assist from Carson Kraft.

Facing a two-goal deficit, the Elks 
pulled their goalie with more than 
three minutes left on the clock in a des-

perate bid for their first win. But the 
team failed to generate any real scor-
ing chances, and a turnover allowed 
Thiessen to bury a puck in the empty 
goal, on an assist from Cohen Hayes, to 
secure a 4-1 win for the Wheat Kings.

Elks (3) vs Crunch (2)
After Friday’s disappointing loss to 

the Wheat Kings, the Elks looked to 
rebound in a big way against the vis-
iting Saskatoon Crunch. They got what 
they were looking for, as Logan Fisher 
scored an early unassisted goal to put 
them up 1-0.

Even as the Crunch outshot them 
18-4 through the first period, the Elks 
clung to that 1-0 lead. They even ex-
panded upon it in the second period, 
as Sonny Bendig found the back of 
the net on an assist from Fisher, then 
Davin Hart scored with a helper from 
Aiden Tait, to give the Elks a com-
manding 3-0 lead.

The Crunch bit back near the close of 
the period, when Connor Moir scored 
and unassisted goal. Then, around sev-
en minutes into the third period, Alex 
Blocka struck for the Crunch on an as-
sist from James Herschfield to narrow 
the gap to 3-2.

Through an evenly matched third 
period, the Elks kept the Crunch at 
bay, earning their first win of the sea-
son.

With the win, the team now sits at 
1-5 on the season. The team has this 
weekend off, and will return to action 
on home ice on Saturday, Nov. 9, when 
they host the Saskatoon Sabercats.

U18 Elks score first victory of season

Elks forward Kaleb Cournoyer fights for a loose puck in front of the Wheat 
Kings’ goal, but can’t corral it into the net.
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Your Guide to 
Home Services 
and Repair 
Professionals

Business 
Directory

Business 
Directory

306-747-2442 • chads@sbchron.com

Glen Jantz
306-984-7634, Leoville

gcjantz@gmail.com
Licenced & Bonded

ELECTRIC

•R
ESIDENTIAL •C

O
M

M
E

R
CIAL • FARM • IN

D
U

S
T

R
IA

L
ELECTRICIAN

Weberg 
Accounting

Services
Andrea Weberg 

CPTP, DFA-TSS

306-747-2244 
Shellbrook

ACCOUNTANT

“Faces you know, people you trust at a time you need them the most”

306-747-2828 (24 hrs.)
101 Railway Ave. W., Shellbrook, SK

Monument Sales & Pre-arrangements Available
Shellbrook – Spiritwood – Big River – Debden  

Prince Albert – Canwood – Leask 
www.beaulacfuneralhome.com

FUNERAL SERVICES

Call today for your 
 Hearing Test!

1-306-883-3997
Hearing Aid Sales and Services

101 Main Street, Spiritwood

HEARING CENTRE

HEARING

1-877-898-8248 (TAIT)

Shellbrook � 306-747-2896
Canwood � 306-468-2227
Leask � 306-466-4811

email: office@taitinsurance.ca
www.taitinsurance.ca

General, Health & Hail Insurance
Motor License Issuer

INSURANCE

Law Office
DELBERT DYNNA

100A - 10th St. East
Prince Albert, SK S6V 0Y7

phone (306) 764-6856
fax (306) 763-9540

Preferred areas of practice:
Wills, Estates, Real Estate

LAWYER

Shelley Cannon, in person,
by appointment

124 1st St. E., Spiritwood
Rear Building Entrance

306-922-4700
All lawyers, Monday - Friday, 
1200 Central Ave., Prince Albert

306-922-4700

NOVUS LAW GROUP
Wilcox Holash McCullagh

LAWYER

Courteous, professional,
reliable, plumbing, heating,

gas fitting services

Ph: 306-747-4332
Shellbrook, Sask.

PLUMBINGMECHANIC

• Truck and Trailer Inspections
• School Bus Inspections

• Diesel Tuning
• Diagnostics Services

• Fully Licensed

Call for more information

306-747-7711

REAL ESTATE

306.883.7449
Call or text

Residential | Cottage | Agricultural | Commercial

www.heathersarrazin.com

Located in Shell 
Lake and proudly 

supporting & 
serving our local 

communities!

North Country

REAL ESTATE

ADVERTISE HERE

This Space 
Is Waiting For You

Keep Your Business In The Public Eye And A Quick 
Reference At Your Customer’s Finger Tips.

Call Today:
306-747-2442

LAWYER

Bill Cannon, in person,
by appointment

52 Main Street, Shellbrook
306-922-4700

All lawyers, Monday - Friday, 
1200 Central Ave., Prince Albert

306-922-4700

NOVUS LAW GROUP
Wilcox Holash McCullagh

cailynmalmberg@gmail.com

Cailyn Malmberg
REALTOR®

Specializing in 
Residential & 

Rural Real Estate

Call/Text: 
306.715.1411

REAL ESTATE

RESIDENTIAL – COMMERCIAL – FARM

Bevra Fee, Realtor®
(306) 883-7058
RE/MAX OF THE BATTLEFORDS

each office independently owned & operated

bevrafee@sasktel.net

SPIRITWOOD’S REALTOR®...SERVING THE REGION!

1391 100th St
NORTH BATTLEFORD, SK

S9A 0V9
Office: (306) 446-8800

REAL ESTATE

FUNERAL SERVICES

REAL ESTATE

Each Office Independently 
Owned & Operated 

To Sell Ag, Residential, 
Cottage & Commercial 

Properties For You!

306-441-1625 (cell)
ssk@littleloon.ca

Shawna Schira-Kroeker
Your Local Realtor™...

Working Hard ...

North Country

www.shawnaschirakroeker.com

ADVERTISE HERE

This Space Is 
Waiting For You

Keep Your Business In 
The Public Eye And A 

Quick Reference At Your 
Customer’s Finger Tips.

Call Today:
306-747-2442

ADVERTISE HERE

This Space Is 
Waiting For You

Keep Your Business In 
The Public Eye And A 

Quick Reference At Your 
Customer’s Finger Tips.

Call Today:
306-747-2442

justinbortis@teamserca.com

Know the true 
value of your land!
JUSTIN BORTIS

Agriculture REALTOR®

Representing NW Sask.

C: (306)221-9171
O: (306)752-4400 

REAL ESTATE
BUYING OR SELLING 

FARMLAND?

306-570-7743
skfarmland.ca

REAL ESTATE



The ClassifiedsThe Classifieds
SWNA Blanket Classifieds

Reaching almost 6 million people weekly. 
Cost for 25 words:

Saskatchewan market�..................$209.00
   Per extra word...............................$5.00
Alberta market�.............................$269.00
   Per extra word...............................$8.00
Manitoba market�.........................$189.00
   Eastman......................................$119.00   
   Westman.....................................$119.00
   Per extra word...............................$5.00
Quebec market
   English�.......................................$160.00
   Per extra word...............................$6.00
Atlantic market�............................$200.00
   Per extra word...............................$5.00
Also Available: Quebec (French) �.....................$967.00

Enhance Your Ad (Sask. Only)
Reaching Over 330,000 People Weekly 
Size: 2 col. x 2” ...................$599.00
Size: 2 col. x 4” ...................$799.00

Deadline for Booking/Material 
Friday at 4 p.m.

Contact the Shellbrook Chronicle
306-747-2442

or Email:
chads@sbchron.com

All prices plus applicable taxes. 

NOTICE
This newspaper accepts advertisements in 
good faith. We advise that it is in your interest 
to investigate offers personally. Publications 
by this paper should not be taken as an 
endorsement of  the product or services offered.

Shellbrook Chronicle 
Reaching over 10,000 people 

weekly. 
Personal Classifieds: 

$16.00 for 20 words + 20¢ per 
additional word for the 1st week. 

Additional weeks: $8.00/week + GST.
Classified Display: 

$26.25/column inch. Minimum 2 
column inches = $52.50 + GST.

For All Other Advertising 
Please Contact Our Office at:

Ph: 306-747-2442 or Fax: 306-747-3000
Email: 

news: chnews@sbchron.com
advertising: chads@sbchron.com

Phone
306-747-2442

Fax
306-747-3000

Email
chads@sbchron.com

P.O. Box 10, Shellbrook, SK S0J 2E0
Advertising Deadline - Friday: 4:00 p.m.

Subscriptions 
$80.00 + $4.00 (GST) = $84.00/year

FARM LAND TO 
RENT within 20 
miles of Shellbrook. 
Contact Randi 306-
747-5667 or Glen 
306-747-7015 � 4-45

We, the family of 
the late Bev Irvine, 
would like to ex-
press our sincer-
est thanks to the 
following:
Phil and Alan with 

Blaine Lake Ambu-
lance Care Ltd. for 
your professional-
ism and compassion 
in treating Bev.
Rev. Emmanuel 

Aristide, Donna 
Lovberg and Al Dion 
for your friendship, 
support and prayers 
on that fateful night.
Colette Harnett, 

Lisa Bos-Atchison 
and staff at River 
Park Funeral Home 
for your compas-
sion, professional-
ism and support to 
help design a fitting 
tribute to Bev.
Duane and Mary 

Mohn for your 
friendship, support 
and prayers. Thank 
you, Duane for being 
the celebrant. We’ve 
had many compli-
ments about Bev’s 
service.
The Royal Purple 

ladies for the deli-
cious lunch.
The congrega-

tion of St. John’s 
Lutheran Church for 
allowing us the use 
of your building for 
the service.
To all who sent 

food, phone calls, 
emails, text messag-
es and hugs. They 
were very much 
appreciated.
To those who sent 

the beautiful floral 
bouquets. They were 
beautiful and Bev 
would have enjoyed 
them.
To those who 

donated to Camp 
Tapawingo, Whis-
pering Pine Place 
Recreation, Can-
wood and District 
Bus and Telemira-
cle. Your generosity 
was overwhelming 
and greatly appre-
ciated.
Bev touched many 

lives and will always 
be remembered.
Thank you so much, 
Diana Oscar, David 
Irvine and Allison 
Irvine.

Make Money 
With The 

Classifieds
Sell your stuff with 
a little help from the 

Shellbrook 
Chronicle

Spiritwood 
Herald 

20 words for only
$16.00 plus GST 
$8.00  for each 
additional week
Additional words 

20¢ EACH

306-747-2442
chads@

sbchron.com

When it comes to selling your 
vehicle, Nothing goes the 

distance like the Classifieds!
Get your show on the road

by calling us today!

For Sale
Cars • Trucks • Motorcycles

ATVS • Farm Vehicles
Even Campers and 5th Wheels

Shellbrook Chronicle
Spiritwood Herald

306-747-2442
Fax: 306-747-3000

chads@sbchron.com

small ads

BIG deals
20 words for only 
$16.00 plus GST 

$8.00 for each additional week
• Additional words 20¢

Shellbrook Chronicle
Spiritwood Herald

306-747-2442
chads@sbchron.com

ClassifiedsTH
E

CHECK IT OUT!
www.shellbrookchronicle.com

www.spiritwoodherald.com
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NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

WANTED

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

In the estate of Ruth Mae 
Bold, late of Shellbrook, 
Saskatchewan, deceased. 
All claims against the 
above estate, duly verified 
by statutory declaration 
and with particulars and 
valuation of security held, 
if any, must be sent to the 
undersigned before the 
30th day of November, 
2024.
NOVUS LAW GROUP
Barristers & Solicitors
1200 Central Avenue
Prince Albert, SK S6V 4V8
Attention: Bill Cannon
Solicitors for the Estate
� 2-44

– 2025 Season –
¼ Section grass 
land with slough 

and dugout, needs 
fencing. 

Sturgeon River Farm
Phone:

Gunnar Slemming
306-714-7997

PASTURE 
FOR RENT

LAND FOR RENT

Regular services, Sunday school and special services will be listed.

PARTNERS IN FAITH
Lutheran/United/

Christchurch Anglican, 
137-2nd St. W. 

Spiritwood
  Worship 11:00 a.m. 
Rev. Sarah Urano
-----------------------

UNITED /ANGLICAN
Worship Services

Glaslyn
Time is on the sign

Rev. Kun Kim
Rev. Don Skinner
-----------------------

CATHOLIC
SATURDAY

Medstead – 6:00 p.m. 
SUNDAY

Leoville – 9:30 a.m.
Spiritwood – 11:15 a.m.
Shell Lake – 2:00 p.m.

Chitek Lake – Closed for 
the Season

Everyone Welcome
Fr. Ramel Macapala 

-----------------------

COWBOY CHURCH
Spiritwood

Every Wednesday Night 
7 pm

Spiritwood Legion Hall
Pastor Rick Martin

-----------------------
FIELDS OF HOPE

(HOFFNUNGSFELDER)
MENNONITE CHURCH

Glenbush
Worship - 11:00 am

 -----------------------
BETHEL
Medstead

 2nd Sunday, 10 am - 
Worship

Pastor David Jensen
4th Sunday, 10 am - 

Worship
Pastor David Jensen

-----------------------
BELBUTTE FULL 

GOSPEL
   11 am  Worship Service

-----------------------

MENNONITE 
BRETHREN

Glenbush
10:00 am - Sunday School

Worship 10:50 am 
-----------------------

Gideons International 
of Canada

Battlefords Camp
Phone Art Martynes 

(306) 389-4633
-----------------------
PARTNERS IN 

WORSHIP
Shell Lake

Worship Services
Sunday 9:00 a.m. 

Pastor Sarah Urano
306-841-7333

-----------------------
LAKELAND 

COMMUNITY CHURCH
(Corner of 1st Ave. and 4th 

St., Spiritwood)
Sun., 11 am - Worship 

Service & Sunday School
Pastor Michael Kluthe

306-883-2380

Praise & Worship

CARD
OF THANKS

Regular services, Sunday school and special services will be listed.

LUTHERAN CHURCH
Zion - Canwood
Sunday School,

Worship Sunday, 9 a.m. 
(in-person only)

St. John’s - Shellbrook
Sunday School, 

Worship Sunday, 11 a.m.
(in-person and online 

via Facebook live)
Rev. Emmanuel Aristide

------------------------
PENTECOSTAL 

CHURCH
Parkside

10:30 a.m. Worship
Pastor Lorne Valuck

306-747-3572
Shellbrook 
Adult Study

9:30 a.m.
Sun., 10:30 a.m. - Worship

Rev. Jordan Clark
306-850-0429

Canwood
Summer: 10 a.m. - Worship

Pastor Bob Wrench
306-468-2138

Leask Gospel Tabernacle
Sunday 11 a.m.

Pastor Josh
1-780-690-2100

------------------------

UNITED CHURCH
Big River
Sundays 

11 a.m.. - Worship
 at Anglican Church
Rev. Dave Whalley

306-747-2804
------------------------

ANGLICAN CHURCH
Leask - All Saint’s

Sunday Service - 9 a.m.
St. Andrew’s - Shellbrook
Sunday, 11 a.m. Service

Canwood - Christ Church
Sunday, 2 p.m. - Service

Rev. Canon David Butorac
306-961-1634

Minister’s Warden: 
306-922-5159

H.C. Service with Rev. 
Butorac - 2nd Sunday of the 

month  
------------------------

EVANGELICAL FREE
Big River

10:00 a.m. - Worship
Bible Classes 9:00 a.m.

306-469-2258
Youth Nite: 

Fridays at 7 p.m.
Mont Nebo

Sun. Worship - 11:00 a.m.
(10:30 a.m. June – August)

306-468-2525
------------------------

IMMANUEL 
LUTHERAN

Parkside
11 a.m. - Worship 
------------------------

PRESBYTERIAN
Mistawasis

Sunday worship
11:00 a.m.

Rev. Stewart Folster
------------------------

CATHOLIC CHURCH
Debden

Sun. Mass - 9:30 a.m. 
Fr. Mariusz Zajac

Big River - Sacred Heart
Sun., 11:30 a.m. - Mass

Whitefish
Sun., 2:30 p.m. - Mass.

Victoire
Sat., 7:30 p.m. - Mass.

Fr. Mariusz Zajac 
St. Agatha’s - Shellbrook

Mass - Sunday 9 a.m.
St. Henry’s - Leask

Mass - Sunday 11 a.m.
Mistawasis

1st & 3rd Sundays 1:30 p.m.
Fr. Tuan Doan

------------------------
SEVENTH DAY  

ADVENTIST
407-2nd Ave E, Shellbrook
Sat., 9:45 a.m. - Sabbath 

School
Sat., 11:00 am  -Worship

Pastor Myshan Irving
306-747-3398

Praise & Worship
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By ERL SVENDSEN

Recently, I noticed two, 
equally-large, 1.2-m (4-foot) 
diameter circles on my back 
lawn. I’m an early riser, but 
I have yet to witness fairies 
or leprechauns dancing in 
circles in my backyard in the 
early morning mists. Just as 
well, as some cautionary tales 
warn against joining them 
in their dance as that might 
literally be the death of me. 
In Germany, a fairy ring is 
called a Hexenring, or witch-
es’ ring – I definitely want to 
avoid meeting up with a co-
ven of witches, good or bad. 
The Dutch hold that the devil 
stores his milk churn in these 
rings, and cows that wander 
in end up producing soured 
milk. Another possibility: 
that the circles were created 
when extra-terrestrial visi-
tors landed their interstellar 
spacecraft in my back yard. 
But I would probably have no-
ticed something like that. 

Science tells a different, if 
less imaginative, story. There 
about 60 fungus species that 
can produce fairy rings, the 
most common being Mara-
mius oreades, found in lawns 
and pastures. To start, a sin-
gle spore lands on a suitable 
spot in your lawn, germinates 

and starts producing myce-
lia (under-ground vegetative 
stage in the life of a mush-
room) just below the lawn 
surface. As the fungus ex-
pands in a seemingly perfect 
circle or arc, the mycelium on 
the leading edge breaks down 
organic matter, releasing ni-
trogen and other nutrients to 
support its growth. The lawn 
directly above the leading 
edge also has access to these 
nutrients, resulting in a ring 
of lush green growth. 

The mycelium is hydropho-
bic (repels water) and where 
the mycelial network is thick-
est, the lawn above may yellow 
and even die out due to lack of 

water. In addition, depend-
ing on the species, the fun-
gus may also attack the living 
roots of the lawn or produce 
chemicals that inhibit or kill 
common turfgrass species. 
As the fungus expands, the 
mycelium towards the inside 
of the circle dies out, allowing 
the grass to recover.  In some 
cases, the only thing you may 
notice is a ring of mushrooms 
after a rain, depending on the 
fungus species, the health of 
your lawn, soil type, and the 
source of organic matter in 
the soil (in my case, likely de-
caying tree roots from aspen 
trees I removed a few years 
ago). Fairy rings can be long-

lived and reach several 100s 
meters wide. One in France 
measures over 600 metres 
(2000 feet) wide and is esti-
mated to be 700 years old.

Whether from natural or 
supernatural origin, fairy 
rings are mostly an aesthet-
ic problem, disrupting an 
otherwise unbroken sward 
of green. If you are patient, 
an expanding fairy ring will 
eventually outgrow your yard 
– they can grow 30-45 cm 
(12-18 inches) per year. In 
addition, they will not cross 
through a sidewalk, flower 
bed or other barrier. I learned 
in school that fairy rings are 
antagonistic towards each 
other: where two rings meet, 
those portions of the ring die 
out. I also learned that fairy 
rings are unlikely to become 
established where a ring has 
passed over previously. 

If a fairy ring offends thine 
eye, there are a few things you 
can do to reduce this source 
of aggravation. The mush-
rooms can be picked and dis-
carded (wear latex or nitrile 
gloves), raked out, mowed 
over or ignored as they are 
usually short-lived and gener-
ally only appear after a heavy 
rain or irrigation. Dethatch-
ing will remove excess organ-
ic matter, reducing their food 

source.  To improve water 
penetration you’ll need to go 
deeper in the fairy ring than 
you would generally for aerat-
ing a lawn: use a garden fork 
to make 25-cm (10-inch) deep 
holes, 10-15 cm (4-6 inches) 
apart around the entire ring; 
soak the now perforated ring 
with soapy water (5 ml [1 tsp] 
soap per 4 litre [1 gallon] of 
water). Keep soaking the ring 
every day or second day with 
plain water for a month (note: 
no guarantee this will work 
to eliminate the fairy ring). 
Another strategy is to try to 
mask the lush green ring with 
regular fertilizer application. 
An extreme measure would 
be to strip away or kill (with 
a non-selective herbicide) 
the ring of poor lawn plus 
an additional 60 cm (2 feet) 
to each side; rototill the area 
thoroughly to about 30 cm (1 
foot) deep; soak thoroughly; 
and either reseed or resod the 
area.  

Or you can do what I’m do-
ing: simple turn a blind eye, 
be patient and wait it out. And 
try to grab a photo or two of 
dancing fairies.

Erl gardens in Saskatoon.
This column is provided 

courtesy of the Saskatchewan 
Perennial Society (SPS; sask-
perennial@hotmail.com). 

The anatomy of a fairy ring

By EDDIE HOEHN
Branch Librarian

On Tuesday, Oct. 22, Lucille 
Scott taught attendees about 
her interesting career as an 
artist and showed off some of 
her artwork at the library. Lu-
cille is from Canwood and does 
feather painting, rock painting, 
and illustrations for children’s 
books. She also makes lami-
nated bookmarks. She started 
her art career in 2020.

When doing feather painting, 
Lucille explained that it is im-
portant to put pressure on the 
quill so it fits into the frame. 
Otherwise, the quill would be 
too rounded to fit. Lucille once 
did a feather painting, which 
was ordered for and sent to the 
Vatican.

Lucille showed attendees 
the medal and plaque which 
she was awarded for the Next 
Generation Indie Book Awards 
2022.
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Scott teaches art at Shellbrook Library

Lucille Scott is known for her feather paint-
ing, which has traveled all the way to the Vat-
ican.

Local artist Lucille Scott gives a presenta-
tion about her artwork at the Shellbrook Li-
brary.Lucille Scott is also known for rock painting.

A fairy ring in a lawn.

NEWSPAPER ADVERTISING WORKS!
Help your community newspaper thrive by advertising local!

With the support of community groups and local/area businesses, we can continue bringing area 
news, events, products & services to the 18 rural communities we serve on a weekly basis!

306.747.2442   •   chads@sbchron.com

CAUGHT YOU LOOKING!
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