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Shellbrook doctors get taste of farm life
By JORDAN TWISS

Shellbrook Chronicle Reporter

If you were born and raised on a farm 
or in a small town in Saskatchewan, 
you’ll be well accustomed to its unique 
way of life. But coming here from a 
city, or another country, can feel a bit 
like setting foot on another world.

A small group of local healthcare 
professionals got to experience this 
world firsthand on Saturday, May 10, 
when R.M. of Shellbrook Reeve Chris-
tine Strube and her husband, Glenn 
Strube, opened up their Foxdale-area 
mixed farm and ranch for the day.

Christine says she and her husband 
do this periodically for people who 
have an interest in the farm life but 
don’t have any means to experience it. 
Serving on the board of the Parkland 
Physician Recruitment and Retention 
Committee, she proposed the idea of 
having the doctors and their families 
come out for a visit this past winter, 
when the board was brainstorming 
ideas to help make the doctors and 
their families feel at home.

“In the past, I’ve just seen how peo-
ple from towns, especially immigrants 
to our country and province, don’t get 
to have the opportunity to experience 
the farm life,” Christine said. 

“I thought it would give them some 
familiarity with the surrounding area, 
and allow them to meet people from 
the area, and also give them a time to 
visit with the councillors from both the 
R.M. and the town.”

Christine’s idea was received with 
enthusiasm, and Town of Shellbrook 
CAO Kelly Hoare helped coordinate 
everything from the town’s side, with 
councillors Cheryl Ledding, Brent 
Miller, and Tim Settee all agreeing to 
play a part in making the day happen.

Taking advantage of the offer were 
Dr. Eseosa Aghedo and his wife, 
Rodah, Dr. Christine Ryan and Tay-
lor Provencher, and nurse practitioner 
Megan Fleury, along with their fami-
lies. 

The day began with a welcome to 
the farm, followed by an opportunity 
to visit with the Strube’s horses and a 
tour of their cattle operation, during 
which Christine explained the differ-
ences between the heifers, the bulls, 
the steers, and the cows, and fielded 
questions about how the beef industry 
works.

Kids, meanwhile, got to enjoy lawn 
games, as well as horseback rides, with 

assistance from helpers Walter John-
son (Christine’s dad), Bella Ledding, 
and Anna Voyer.

Though a fire ban extinguished any 
hopes of enjoying a fire, there was still 
plenty of opportunity for visiting and 
enjoying a good, home-cooked meal of 
burgers and hot dogs, thanks to the ef-
forts of Councillor Miller.

“It was a perfect day, weather-wise, 

and everyone really enjoyed talking 
about the farm life and sharing bits 
and pieces about their own history, 
where they came from, and what life 
was like for them,” Christine said.

Later in the day, Christine’s husband, 
Glenn, took the guests on a drive to see 
the surrounding community — in par-
ticular, the infamous Canyon Road — 
and learn about its history. During a 

stop at the Sturgeon River Rock Cross-
ing, Dr. Aghedo even tried his luck at 
catching some fish by hand.

“I hope they got the sense of commu-
nity we have in Shellbrook,” Christine 
said. “I hope they got the sense that we 
are very welcoming in this community, 
both in the town and outside, and that 
we have a lot to offer.”

More photos on page 8

Christine Strube leads Calder Provencher on a horseback ride.
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By JORDAN TWISS
Shellbrook Chronicle 

Reporter

When the Parkside 
Community Club brief-
ly upstaged Studio 
747’s year-end show-
case on May 2 to make 
a $30,000 donation 
to the Shellbrook The-
atre Committee, Myron 
Wall, the committee’s 
chair, was almost as 
surprised as everyone 
else in the audience.

“It was very unex-
pected and very much 
appreciated,” he said.

The large donation is 
also very important, as 
the Theatre Committee 
works towards its vision 
of maintaining and up-
grading a building that 
serves as the heart of 
Shellbrook’s arts com-
munity.

Currently top of the 
list for the Theatre 
Committee are long 
overdue accessibility 
upgrades, which will 
make the building more 
accessible for people 
with disabilities.

“That will involve 
modifying the doors in 
front to make a wheel-
chair access, or modify-
ing one of the side exits 
to make it wheelchair 
accessible from the 
street level, and get that 
up to code,” Wall said, 
noting that the commit-
tee is currently in the 
planning stages of this 
project. 

“These are things we 
need to have in place.”

The Theatre Commit-
tee is also in what Wall 
calls the “feasibility” 
study phase of plans 

to renovate the theatre 
stage, in hopes of mak-
ing it larger and more 
useful for performers 
of all sorts. Given the 
size and scope of the 
project, Wall says it will 
take a lot of planning on 
the Theatre Commit-
tee’s part.

Rounding out the 
short-term projects, 
which Wall says will 
be the Theatre Com-
mittee’s focus over the 
next year or so, is mak-
ing sure the ceiling and 
roof remain in good re-
pair, as there have been 
issues previously.

“If money was no ob-
ject, we’d probably look 
next at improving both 
our movie screen and 
projector and our stage 
lighting,” Wall said. 

“The whole sound and 

lighting system is prob-
ably 15 to 20 years old 
at this point, so it’s get-
ting to the point that it 
does need to be looked 
at down the road.”

The Shellbrook The-
atre opened in 1955, 
making it 70 this year.

When it first opened, 
the theatre was most-
ly known for playing 
movies, and, because it 
was operated and main-
tained by the Shellbrook 
Elks Lodge, it also host-
ed the club’s annual 
Santa Claus Day. But 
after a time, movies be-
came less and less via-
ble, and the theatre was 
shut down as a movie 
house, and turned over 
to the town.

This prompted talks 
about possibly demol-
ishing the old build-
ing, until Jim Boyko 
stepped in to spear-
head the formation of 
the Shellbrook Theatre 

Committee, and help 
organize the first “Save 
the Theatre” music ex-
travaganza in 1992.

The goal at the out-
set was to get a $4,000 
loan from the town to 
do some much-needed 
repairs at the theatre. 
But the overwhelming 
response of the com-
munity resulted in the 
extravaganza raising al-
most $5,000, enough to 
repair the theatre’s roof, 
and paint the interior.

Since coming under 
the care of the Shell-
brook Theatre Com-
mittee, the theatre has 
seen many improve-
ments over the years, 
including an addition to 
the stage, the installa-
tion of new seating, the 
addition of a popcorn 
booth, and upgrades to 
the sound and lighting 
booth and equipment, 
among others.

Almost always at the 

head of these repair 
projects in the early 
days was Boyko, who at 
one point hauled lum-
ber and materials from 
the old Catholic Church 
for use in a project at 
the theatre (much of the 
current ceiling in the 
theatre is believed to 
come from the demol-
ished church).

Looking forward, 
Wall says the current 
Theatre Committee is 
in the midst of negoti-
ating a new user agree-
ment with the Town of 
Shellbrook that will see 
it take a more hands-
on approach in oper-
ating and maintaining 
the building, to ensure 
future generations can 
benefit from participat-
ing in the arts.

“People live in com-
munities because 
there’s things to do for 
families. I’ve always felt 
that’s why Shellbrook is 
growing and other com-
munities in the vicinity 
are maybe not,” Wall 
said. 

“We’ve got good rec-
reational facilities, a 
good arts facility with 
the theatre, and I think 
it’s really important to 
encourage people to call 
this their home and not 
just move to the near-
est bigger centre like 
Prince Albert or Saska-
toon.”

Wall says the Theatre 
Committee is always 
looking for more people 
to bring ideas — or even 
just helping hands — to 
the table.

Generosity boosts Shellbrook Theatre Committee’s plans

An accessible entrance is one of the Theatre Committee’s top priorities.

RURAL MUNICIPALITY OF SPIRITWOOD NO. 496 

NOTICE OF CALL FOR
FURTHER NOMINATIONS
Public notice is hereby given that nomination of candidates 
for the office of: 

Councillor – RM of Spiritwood No. 496 – Division No. 1
will be received by the undersigned during regular business 
hours on May 15th, 2025 to May 27th, 2025 and from 9:00 
am to 4:00 pm on May 28th, 2025 at the RM of Spiritwood 
No. 496 municipal office.
Nominations forms may be obtained from the municipal 
office located at 218 Main Street in Spiritwood, 
Saskatchewan.
Dated this 15th day of May, 2025.
Colette Bussiere, Returning Officer

LEASK COMMUNITY-WIDE
GARAGE SALE DAYS

FRI., MAY 30TH & SAT., MAY 31ST

Playground Committee BBQ on Main Street on Friday
Sidewalk Sale at PriceLess Market

Book Sale at the Library Fri. & Sat. 9am–5pm
Garage Sales around the Village will be 

marked with balloons

NEWSPAPER ADVERTISING WORKS!
Help your community newspaper thrive by advertising local!
With the support of community groups and local/area businesses, we can continue bringing area 

news, events, products & services to the 18 rural communities we serve on a weekly basis!

306.747.2442   •   chads@sbchron.com

CAUGHT YOU LOOKING!

ATTENTION: COMMUNITY 
EVENT ORGANIZERS

HAVE A COMMUNITY EVENT COMING UP?

TAKE ADVANTAGE OF OUR 
COMMUNITY CALENDAR DEAL:

$60 + GST GETS YOU A 2x2 (bus. card size) 
AD FOR ONE WEEK PLUS AN EVENT 

LISTING IN OUR COMMUNITY CALENDAR 
FOR AN ADDITIONAL 2 WEEKS

THAT’S 3 WEEKS WORTH OF ADVERTISING, 
DIVIDED UP HOWEVER YOU WISH!

OUR PAPER IS DELIVERED TO 18 COMMUNITIES WEEKLY

PHONE: 306.747.2442
EMAIL: CHADS@SBCHRON.COM



By SHELDON THOMAS
Student Reporter

More than a year after Kebo Bear 
was last seen, Saskatchewan RCMP 
have confirmed his case is now being 
treated as a homicide.

Bear, 30, was last seen walking in his 
home community on or around Jan. 
22, 2024. Despite extensive efforts, 
including ground and aerial searches, 
interviews, and public appeals, he has 
not been found.

In a significant development, two 
men from Pelican Lake First Nation 
have now been charged in connec-
tion with the case. Ian Carter, 30, and 
Theron Thomas, 35, were each charged 
with one count of manslaughter. Car-
ter appeared in North Battleford Pro-
vincial Court on May 14, followed by 

Thomas on May 15.
RCMP say the investigation remains 

active and that locating Bear continues 
to be a top priority. “Someone knows 
where Kebo is or has information that 
can help us find him,” investigators 
stated. “We are urging those individu-
als to come forward.”

Bear’s family has also issued a pub-
lic appeal through the RCMP, asking 
for help from anyone who might know 
what happened.

“Kebo has been missing for a long 
time, and we want him to come home. 
We are asking anyone who might know 
anything about where he is or what 
happened to please call and say some-
thing. Our family misses him every 
day. He has a mom and dad, brothers 
and sisters. Most important, he has 
children who don’t understand why 

their dad doesn’t come to see them any-
more. Please call and say something if 
you know anything at all. Our family 

needs answers and closure. Please help 
us and Kebo have some rest.”

Bear is described as approximately 
5’8” tall, 130 lbs., with brown eyes and 
black hair in a buzz cut. He has a tattoo 
of a bear paw on his left arm and a ring 
tattoo on one of his ring fingers. He has 
his ears pierced as well as his lip. He 
was last seen wearing black pants, red 
shoes, a black hat, and a black leather 
winter jacket.

Anyone with information on the dis-
appearance or homicide is urged to 
contact the Saskatchewan RCMP at 
310-RCMP. Anonymous Tips can also 
be submitted though Crime Stoppers 
at 1-800-222-TIPS (8477).

RCMP continue to work close to the 
family and community in hopes of 
finding Kebo to bring them answers 
they’ve long waited for.

Two charged in Kebo Bear disappearance, homicide

Sask. launches new open education system
By SHELDON 

THOMAS
Student Reporter

Saskatchewan has 
launched a new Open 
Education Resources 
(OER) system, which is 
a collaborative project 
designed to make learn-
ing materials free and 
accessible to students 
and teachers across 

Canada. 
The platform is sup-

ported by the Saskatch-
ewan Government, 
which wants to make 
education more afford-
able, and accessible. It’s 
teamed up with local 
universities across Sas-
katchewan, including 
the University of Sas-
katchewan, Saskatch-
ewan Polytechnic, and 

the University of Regi-
na, to create and share 
educational resources 
through one central 
website.

OERs are teaching, 
learning, and research 
materials that are freely 
available to anyone to 
use, adapt, and share. 
This can include text-
books, videos, course 
materials, quizzes, and 

even full courses. 
“Open education re-

sources are important 
tools that help make 
post-secondary edu-
cation more accessible 
and affordable,” Ad-
vanced Education Min-
ister Ken Cheveldayoff 
said in a statement.

The key idea behind 
OERs is that education 
should be accessible to 

everyone, regardless of 
their financial situation, 
and in order to achieve 
that, Saskatchewan has 
invested over $2.3 mil-
lion in the development 
of OERs. In return, over 
125,000 Saskatchewan 
students have saved ap-
proximately $18 million 
thanks to it. 

“We appreciate the 
hard work of faculty 

members at Saskatch-
ewan’s post-second-
ary institutions, who 
continue to develop 
important resources 
to help students learn, 
succeed and save mon-
ey during their studies,” 
Cheveldayoff said.

The new open educa-
tion resource website is 
now available at www.
saskoer.ca. 

Kebo Bear.

May 22, 2025                             www.shellbrookchronicle.com | www.spiritwoodherald.com�        Shellbrook Chronicle & Spiritwood Herald   3

Suspect sought in Sturgeon 
Lake FN incident

By JORDAN TWISS
Shellbrook Chronicle Reporter

Police are seeking the public’s as-
sistance in locating a suspect who 
was involved in an altercation on the 
Sturgeon Lake First Nation and then 
struck a police vehicle while attempt-
ing to evade capture.

On Saturday, May 10, at about 7:30 
p.m., the Prince Albert RCMP Detach-
ment received a report about an indi-
vidual vandalizing a vehicle outside of 
a business on the Sturgeon Lake First 
Nation.

Upon arriving on scene, investi-
gating officers determined that an 
unknown male had approached a ve-
hicle parked outside the business and 
struck it with an object, before engag-
ing in a verbal altercation with the ve-
hicle’s owner. The male then fled in a 
white car, which had other occupants 
inside.

Police located the car in the commu-
nity, and officers engaged their emer-
gency equipment to initiate a traffic 
stop, but the vehicle fled from police.

As officers continued patrols in the 
area, the suspect vehicle was located 
at the intersection of Bison Trail and 
Sturgeon Lake Road. The suspect ve-
hicle drove towards police, striking 
the side of a police vehicle and flee-
ing at a high rate of speed. The offi-
cer driving the police vehicle was not 
physically injured, but the police vehi-
cle was damaged.

Prince Albert RCMP continue to in-
vestigate. 

The suspect vehicle is described as a 
2011 four-door Chevrolet Malibu that 
is hand-painted white, with Saskatch-
ewan license plate 635 NUF.

Anyone with information about this 
incident, who witnessed suspicious 
activity in the Sturgeon Lake First 
Nation area on the evening of May 10, 
or who sees the four-door Chevrolet 
Malibu car that is painted white, is 
asked to contact Prince Albert RCMP 
by dialling 310-RCMP. Information 
can also be submitted anonymously 
by contacting Saskatchewan Crime 
Stoppers at 1-800-222-TIPS (8477) or 
www.saskcrimestoppers.com.
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Canadians waited with 
bated breath last Tuesday, 
as Prime Minister Mark 
Carney unveiled his first of-
ficial cabinet.

Though federal cabinets 
have largely seemed like 
symbolic entities under 
recent governments, with 
ministers serving as mere 
figureheads and loyally fol-
lowing the script written 
by the Prime Minister’s Of-
fice, Mr. Carney’s cabinet 
announcement was consid-
ered by many to be a make 
or break moment for his government 
– and for Canada as a whole.

It was by this metric, and this met-
ric alone, that we would deem Mr. 
Carney a success or a failure for the 
remainder of his tenure as prime min-
ister.

Would Mr. Carney exercise good 
judgment in his ministerial appoint-
ments and break with the 10-year 
legacy built by former Prime Minister 
Justin Trudeau?

Or would he double down on the 
people and policies that have put Can-
ada in its current position?

In truth, it could be said Mr. Carney 
went for a bit of both, building a team 
comprised of 28 ministers and 10 sec-
retaries of state that he says brings a 
mix of “experience and new perspec-
tives” to the table.

Mr. Carney’s cabinet features two 
dozen new faces, but also brings back 
key pieces of Mr. Trudeau’s team, 
including François-Philippe Cham-
pagne, Dominic LeBlanc, Melanie 
Joly, Steven MacKinnon, Steven Guil-
beault and Chrystia Freeland.

Following Mr. Trudeau’s lead on 
gender equity, Mr. Carney’s ministeri-
al appointments include 14 men and 
14 women, with the broader cabinet 
team representing every province and 
one territory – a move that should 
be seen as positive in Saskatchewan 
and Alberta, which have often lacked 
a voice on the Liberal government’s 
front bench.

Representing Saskatchewan, 
Buckley Belanger, the MP for 
Desnethé-Missinippi-Churchill River, 

was appointed secretary of 
state for rural development, 
while Eleanor Olszewski, 
MP for Edmonton Centre, 
was named Minister of 
Emergency Management 
and Community Resilience 
and Minister responsible 
for Prairies Economic De-
velopment Canada.

Mr. Carney’s cabinet was 
greeted with a conciliato-
ry tone from Conservative 
Leader Pierre Poilievre, 
who congratulated the 
ministers on their appoint-

ments. 
However, he also expressed con-

cerns about Mr. Carney’s decision to 
keep some of Mr. Trudeau’s key play-
ers in the fold, and cautioned that his 
party will take its job of holding the 
government accountable seriously.

“That doesn’t mean we reflexively 
oppose everything the government 
does,” Mr. Poilievre said. “When 
they are right, we’ll stand with them. 
When they’re wrong, we will oppose 
them. We hope the country succeeds. 
We want the nation to do well.”

Meanwhile, rather than comment-
ing on Mr. Carney’s cabinet decisions, 
Saskatchewan Premier Scott Moe 
penned a letter to him last Tuesday, 
outlining 10 priorities the federal gov-
ernment needs to act on to reset its 
relationship with Saskatchewan. 

These priorities include the im-
mediate launch of negotiations with 
China to end its 100 per cent tar-
iffs on canola oil and peas, bail re-
forms and harsher penalties for new 
street drugs, the end of a number of 
Trudeau-era environmental policies,  
a commitment to building pipelines, 
and the reduction of red tape to speed 
up the approval of federal infrastruc-
ture projects and limit intrusion into 
provincial jurisdiction.

“Some of them require some work 
and we’re willing to do and provide 
some of that work and those details 
from Saskatchewan’s perspective … 
some won’t happen overnight, some 
require a commitment and some work 
over time,” Mr. Moe said, calling the 
priorities an “opportunity, not an ul-

timatum.”
Whether one agrees with Mr. Moe’s 

list of priorities or not, the cautious-
ly optimistic, collaborative and con-
structive tone he’s struck with Mr. 
Carney thus far has been a welcome 
change from the past decade of bitter 
rivalry between Saskatchewan and 
Ottawa.

It certainly marks a stark contrast 
with Alberta, where Premier Dan-
ielle Smith’s government is ploughing 
ahead with legislation to make it easi-
er to hold a citizen-led referendum on 
separating from Canada (mostly, she 
has admitted, in an effort to stave off 
the rise of a Québec-style separatist 
party in the province). 

Ms. Smith’s response to Mr. Car-
ney’s cabinet was also more mixed, 
with both her and her chief of staff, 
Rob Anderson, voicing disappoint-
ment with the appointment of Julie 
Dabrusin as Minister of Environment.

“Not only is she a self-proclaimed 
architect of the designation of plastics 
as toxic, but she is a staunch advocate 
against oilsands expansion, propo-
nent of phasing out oil and gas, and 
for the last four years, she has served 
as the right hand to former environ-
ment minister and militant environ-
mentalist, Steven Guilbeault,” Ms. 
Smith said.

“This is a step in the wrong direc-
tion.”

At the same time, however, there 
was optimism from Ms. Smith’s gov-
ernment about the selection of Tim 
Hodgson as Minister of Natural Re-
sources, given his background as a 
board member for Calgary-based oil-
sands producer MEG Energy.

Just how Mr. Carney’s cabinet will 
work out remains to be seen. But, for 
better or worse, some of its members 
have already been making headlines.

Apparently unable to let go of the 
environment portfolio he held under 
Mr. Trudeau, Mr. Guilbeault publicly 
questioned the need for new pipelines 
before existing ones reach their max-
imum capacity, erroneously claiming 
that the Trans Mountain Pipeline is 
only operating at 40 per cent.

Mr. Guilbeault also suggested the 
demand for oil is set to peak in the 
next few years, and that companies 
aren’t even interested in building 
east-to-west pipelines.

Not to be outdone in making auda-
cious statements, new Housing and 
Infrastructure Minister Gregor Rob-
ertson, once the mayor of Vancouver, 
said he doesn’t think housing pric-
es need to come down, and that the 
federal government should focus on 
building more affordable housing.

Both ministers, received a frigid re-
sponse to these unwise comments. 

For now, though, we can only hope 
they’re not a sign of things to come.

Carney’s cabinet earns 
mixed response
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By SHELDON THOMAS
Student Reporter

Alberta’s growing call for sover-
eignty, championed by the Alber-
tan Prosperity Project, is gaining 
momentum. The movement seeks a 
referendum to determine whether 
Alberta should become a self-gov-
erning nation, separate from Can-
ada. While this may seem extreme, 
many Albertans are rallying behind 
it, not because they want to leave the 
country, but because they feel like 
the country has left them.

Their frustration isn’t without 
merit. For years, Alberta has felt 
sidelined by federal policies that of-
ten overlook or even harm its core 
industries, especially oil and gas. 
Equalization payments, where Al-
berta contributes significantly more 
than it receives, have long been a 
sore point. Add to that restrictive en-
vironmental policies and a sense of 

cultural disconnect, and it’s easy to 
see why some feel sovereignty is the 
only way to be heard.

But while the grievances are real, 
the proposed solution is not. Sep-
arating from Canada would create 
enormous economic, legal, and po-
litical uncertainty. There is no clear 
path in the Constitution for a prov-
ince to leave. The process would like-
ly take years and be mired in conflict. 
Key questions, such as who controls 
the borders, what happens to trade 
agreements, and how services like 
pensions and healthcare would func-
tion, remain unanswered.

The economic consequences could 
be severe. Investors crave stabili-
ty, and any hint of separation could 
spook markets, delay development 
projects, and impact jobs. Not only 
would Alberta suffer, but the rest 
of Canada would as well. Saskatch-
ewan, Alberta’s closest political and 
economic ally, would almost certain-

ly feel the effects. The two provinces 
share major resource industries, in-
frastructure, and a sense of western 
alienation. Any instability in Alber-
ta could spill over, disrupting trade 
and investment in Saskatchewan 
and deepening regional discontent 
across the Prairies.

That said, this movement should 
not be dismissed as fringe. It reflects 
a deeper issue: many Albertans and 
Saskatchewanians feel voiceless in 
a federation that does not seem to 
value their contributions. The sover-
eignty push is a symptom of a broken 
relationship between the West and 
Ottawa.

Rather than turning to separa-
tion, Alberta should lead a push for a 
meaningful federal reform. A fairer 
equalization formula, greater pro-
vincial control over resources, and 
stronger western representation in 
federal politics could go a long way 
in rebuilding trust. Saskatchewan, 

which has voiced similar frustra-
tions, could be a powerful partner in 
this effort, working alongside Alber-
ta not to dismantle the country, but 
to strengthen its foundations.

Alberta has always played a vi-
tal role in building this country. It 
should continue to do so, not from 
the outside, but from a position of 
strength within Confederation. And 
it doesn’t have to do it alone. Sas-
katchewan, which shares many of 
the same frustrations and aspira-
tions, can stand alongside Alberta in 
calling for a stronger, fairer federa-
tion. Together, the West can push for 
reform, not rebellion.

Sovereignty might sound like em-
powerment, but in reality, it risks di-
vision and instability. What Alberta 
needs is not a new nation, but a new 
deal. One that respects its contri-
butions and addresses its concerns, 
while keeping Canada strong and 
united.

Alberta at a crossroads: Unity or separation?

Sask. gov’t preparing for postal strike
The Government of 

Saskatchewan is pre-
paring for a possible 
postal strike that could 
begin as early as May 
22. Ministries, Crowns 
and agencies have put 
contingency plans in 
place to limit service 
disruptions.

The government en-
courages all clients, 
suppliers and business-
es to switch to direct 
deposit, as those pay-
ments will not be im-
pacted by any changes 
to postal services.

Social Services 
Payments: Building 
on the experience with 
the 2024 Canada Post 
service disruption, the 
Ministry of Social Ser-
vices is preparing con-
tingency plans for cli-
ents who receive benefit 
cheques by mail. Most 
ministry clients already 
receive benefit pay-
ments by direct depos-
it and these payments 
will continue as usual. 
We encourage clients 
to switch to direct de-
posit.

Drug Plan and 
Extended Benefits: 
Residents requiring 
letters to submit to 
their private insurance 
providers for Special 
Support, Seniors’ Drug 
Plan, or Exception 
Drug Status may sub-
mit the request through 
the online Saskatche-
wan Formulary. Letters 
will be mailed once the 

Canada Post service 
disruption is resolved. 

Health Cards and 
Vital Statistics Cer-
tificates: Incoming 
and outgoing mail de-
lays may affect appli-
cations for health cards 
and certificates for 
births, deaths or mar-
riages. Visit eHealth-
sask.ca for options to 
minimize delays, in-
cluding ordering on-
line. 

Crop Insurance/
AgriStability In-
formation and Pay-
ments: The Saskatch-
ewan Crop Insurance 
Corporation (SCIC) 
will work with cus-
tomers to determine 
alternate options for 
accessing information 
typically delivered 
through Canada Post, 
such as faxing, email-
ing or delivering to a 
local SCIC office for 
pick-up. Producers are 
encouraged to sign-up 
for direct deposit for 
receiving program pay-
ments. The direct pay-
ment form is available 
on SCIC’s website. 

Payments to Gov-
ernment of Sas-
katchewan Suppli-
ers: The Ministry of 
Finance will make sup-
plier cheques available 
for pickup in Regina for 
suppliers unable to reg-
ister for direct deposit. 
Suppliers should call 
306-787-7450 to make 
arrangements.

Taxes, Refunds 
and Grant Pay-
ments: In the event of 
a postal dispute, busi-
nesses are expected to 
ensure they file and pay 
taxes to the Ministry of 
Finance on time. Mail 
delays do not change 
tax deadlines or the as-
sessment of penalties 
and interest. For more 
information, please re-
view the Information 
Notice - IN 2025-03, 
Filing and Paying Pro-
vincial Taxes in the 
Event of a Postal Dis-
ruption.

Tax clients are en-
couraged to sign up for 
the secure and conve-
nient Saskatchewan 
eTax Services (SETS) 
online portal to file and 
pay taxes electronically 
and avoid any delays 
in meeting tax obliga-
tions. 

Tax refunds and 
grant payments sent 
by direct deposit will 
not be delayed. Those 
who do not use direct 
deposit can call 1-800-
667-6102 to set it up, 
delay the refund or 
grant payment, or re-
quest a courier delivery 
at their own cost.

Crown Utility Ac-
counts, Bills and 
More: SGI, Sask-
Tel, SaskPower and 
SaskEnergy invite 
customers to sign up 
for online billing and 
notifications to ensure 
they receive informa-

tion about their utility 
bills, driver’s licence 
and vehicle registra-
tion renewals and oth-
er important commu-
nications. This helps 
avoid delays in receiv-
ing bills and account 
updates. Longer than 
usual wait times for 
customer service rep-
resentatives are antic-
ipated in the event of 
postal service disrup-
tions, so customers are 
encouraged to visit the 
respective Crown web-
sites or to call for more 
information regarding 

customer service op-
tions. Information is 
also available online 
regarding options for 
paying outstanding 
bills in the event mail-
in payments are not 
possible.   

Public Guardian 
and Trustee: The 
Public Guardian and 
Trustee’s office is pre-
paring backup options 
for clients and client 
service providers who 
get payment cheques 
by mail. Many clients 
and service providers 
already use direct de-

posit and will not be 
affected. Clients and 
service providers are 
encouraged to switch 
to direct deposit as 
soon as possible. They 
can do so by contact-
ing their trust officer 
or the Public Guardian 
and Trustee’s office at 
1-877-787-5424 or by 
email at pgt@gov.sk.ca. 

In the event of a post-
al strike, clients and 
suppliers and busi-
nesses can visit www.
s a s k a t c h e w a n . c a /
postal-strike for more 
detailed information. 
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By JORDAN TWISS
Shellbrook Chronicle 

Reporter

(The following council 
highlights are not the 
approved minutes of 
council for May 12.) 

Shellbrook’s Town 
Council held its regular 
meeting in person and 
via teleconference on 
Monday, May 12. 

In attendance were 
Mayor Amund Otter-
son, Councillors Pam 
Boettcher, Cheryl Led-
ding, Brent Miller, 
Kathleen Nording, Ar-
lette Segberg, and Tim 
Settee, and the town’s 
CAO, Kelly Hoare, and 
Deputy CAO, Sigourney 
O’Halligan.

The meeting was 
called to order by Mayor 
Otterson, and council 
began with its custom-
ary Treaty 6 land ac-
knowledgement in rec-
ognition of Truth and 
Reconciliation. Then, 
it approved the meet-
ing’s agenda, adopted 
the minutes of its April 
21 meeting, and de-
clared the week of May 

18 to May 24 as Nation-
al Public Works Week, 
and the month of June 
as Parks and Recreation 
Month.

From here, council 
acknowledged received 
correspondence, some 
of which was to be cov-
ered in the meeting’s 
new business, before 
moving on to the re-
ports of administration 
and committees.

In the Public Works 
Committee report, 
much of the discus-
sion centered around 
safety in school zones 
when it comes to par-
ent parking areas and 
crosswalks. The town 
has plans to reach out 
to the Saskatchewan 
Rivers School Division 
to discuss potential 
parking solutions, as 
well as plans to bring in 
a contractor to repaint 
the crosswalks at Main 
Street and 4th Avenue. 
In the meantime, the 
CSO has been instruct-
ed to have an increased 
presence in the school 
zones.

In the water plant up-

grades report, it contin-
ues to be a waiting game 
for the town’s plans to 
upgrade the water treat-
ment plant and switch 
to biofiltration. CAO 
Hoare said an import-
ant grant program is 
expected to be opening 
up for applications in 
the fall.

Continuing with the 
Parkland Pool Steer-
ing Committee report, 
Councillor Miller ex-
pressed excitement 
about the Shellbrook 
Kinettes’ pending 
$200,000 donation to 
the new pool project, 
which will bring the 
fundraising total to 
more than $600,000. 
With the right grant, he 
said, this could make 
the new pool a reality 
sooner rather than later.

Turning to discus-
sion of emergency ser-
vices, Mayor Otterson 
informed council that 
Shellbrook Fire and 
Rescue has re-evalu-
ated its current space 
and determined that 
it has enough room to 
expand the existing fire 

hall with an additional 
four bays and still have 
adequate space for all of 
its storage needs. This 
will be cheaper than 
building a whole new 
fire hall.

Council closed out the 
reports portion of the 
meeting by reviewing 
the monthly CSO and 
expressed satisfaction 
with how the program 
is benefitting the com-
munity, before shifting 
its focus to new busi-
ness.

Up first, council gave 
second and third read-
ings to Bylaw 2025-
005, the Council Code 
of Ethics Bylaw.

Next, council gave 
third reading to Bylaw 
2025-006, the Mill Rate 
Bylaw, which increas-
es the mill rate by 2.18 
mills over last year (up 
to 7.57 from 5.39). The 
bylaw maintains base 
property tax at $1,300. 

Then, following a 
brief review, council 
also approved the 2025 
budget (the Chronicle & 

Herald will have more 
on this in the future).

Retuning briefly to 
bylaws, council unani-
mously gave three read-
ings to Bylaw 2025-007, 
the Assessment Exemp-
tion Bylaw.

Elsewhere, council 
carried a motion to 
apply for a $500,000 
line of credit. Hoare 
explained that this is 
a stopgap measure to 
cover operating costs 
until property taxes be-
gin coming in, and an 
application for a $3 mil-
lion loan is approved 
by the Sask Municipal 
Board.

Continuing with more 
new business, coun-
cil discussed a request 
from the Shellbrook 
and Districts Health 
Services Foundation 
that the town gift it a lot 
(517 5th Avenue East) so 
that it can build a dwell-
ing with a basement 
suite to house medical 
professionals.

While Hoare noted 
that the town isn’t cur-

rently collecting prop-
erty taxes on the vacant 
lot, but would be able 
to do so if the founda-
tion owned it, council 
remained uneasy about 
establishing a prece-
dent of donating lots.

Councillor Settee sug-
gested selling it for a 
symbolic price of a dol-
lar, noting that the town 
is always saying it needs 
more medical profes-
sionals, but the rest of 
council didn’t like this 
idea. Instead, council 
carried a motion to sell 
the lot at a 50 per cent 
discount ($7,500).

Closing out the meet-
ing, council passed a 
motion to begin pre-
liminary design work 
on a project to solve 
longstanding drain-
age issues at Kinsmen 
Park. The project was 
proposed by Council-
lor Miller, who noted 
the Ministry of High-
ways will need to be ap-
proached for approval 
before any work can be 
done.

Highlights of a Shellbrook Town Council meeting

Province warns residents 
to be bear aware

Warmer weather attracts na-
ture-lovers and our wildlife neigh-
bors - bears! These foragers are out of 
hibernation and are busy searching 
for food. As you enjoy the outdoors, 
be mindful of your surroundings.

Black bears are common in Sas-
katchewan, with most found in the 
northern forest region. However, 
their range stretches southward into 
the aspen parkland and other areas 
including the Touchwood Hills, the 
Qu’Appelle Valley and the South Sas-
katchewan River Valley. 

Bears are intelligent and curious 
animals. Their excellent sense of 
smell makes it easy for them to find 
food, even from miles away. When 
attractants like food waste, pet food, 
or bird seed are left out, bears may be 
attracted to the area and become ha-
bituated. Black bears are food moti-
vated and will return to areas where 
they have found easy meals in the 
past. Managing attractants helps to 
keep both bears and people safe.

Here are some helpful tips to follow 
if you encounter a bear:

•	 Never feed or ap-
proach a bear or 
cubs.

•	 Hike in groups 
and make noise by 
talking loudly or 
singing.

•	 Stay calm – don’t 
run! 

•	 Make a wide detour, 
calmly back away, 
speak in a firm deep 
voice and avoid di-
rect eye contact 

with the bear.
•	 Move towards a vehicle, build-

ing, tree, rock, or other cover.
•	 Do not climb a tree, black bears 

are excellent climbers.
•	 If the bear continues to follow, 

drop articles of clothing such as a 
jacket or hat to distract the bear.

•	 Get out your bear spray and pre-
pare to use it. 

•	 In most cases, black bears will 
threaten but not attack.  If at-
tacked – defend yourself – do not 
play dead. 

And remember: keep bears at a dis-
tance by managing attractants and 
being bear aware – your safety starts 
with smart choices!

If a bear or any other wildlife poses 
an immediate risk to people’s safety, 
call 911. To report an encounter with 
aggressive wildlife, call the Turn in 
Poachers and Polluters (TIPP) line at 
1-800-667-7561. Concerns regarding 
bears or other nuisance wildlife can 
be reported to the Ministry of Envi-
ronment by calling 1-800-567-4224 
or email center.inquiry@gov.sk.ca.

Community Calendar
~

SPIRITWOOD: Wapiti Regional Library - Tuesday 10am - 5pm; Wednesday 
10am - 5pm; Thursday  1pm to 5pm; Friday 10am - 5pm
LEOVILLE: Wapiti Regional Library - Wednesday 10am - 4pm; Thursday 
10am - 4pm 
SHELL LAKE: Wapiti Regional Library - Tuesday 11am - 4pm; Wednesday 
12 pm -5 pm

~
BLAINE LAKE: Wapiti Library - Wednesday 1pm - 6pm; Thursday 1pm - 
6pm; Friday 1pm - 6pm; Saturday 10am - 3pm. Contact us for more info 306-
497-3130, www.wapitilibrary.ca.
BIG RIVER: Wapiti Library - Tuesday 11:30am - 4:30pm; Wednesday 
11:30am - 4:30pm; Thursday 11:30am - 4:30pm. Phone # 306-469-2152
CANWOOD: Canwood Branch of Wapiti Regional Library Hours: Tuesday 
9:30am - 4pm; Friday 10:30am - 5pm; Phone: 306-468-2501
DEBDEN: Wapiti Library hours:  Tuesday 10am - 4pm; Wednesday 12pm - 
6pm.  Librarian: Aline Hannon
LEASK: Wapiti Library & Legacy Gallery Hours - Tuesday 9am - 2pm; 
Wednesday 3pm - 6pm; Friday 11am - 5pm
MARCELIN: Wapiti Library - Saturday 10am - 2pm; Thursday 2pm - 8pm. 
For information on all your library needs, please contact 306-226-2110.
SHELLBROOK: Shellbrook Branch of the Wapiti Library located at 105 
Railway Ave., West (Provincial building). Library Hours: Monday 2pm - 6pm; 
Tuesday 2pm - 8pm; Wednesday 2pm - 8pm; Thursday 12pm - 6pm; Friday 10 
am - 5pm (Story Time 10:30am - 11:30am); Saturday 10am - 4pm. 

~
BIG RIVER: Alcoholics Anonymous Meeting – Every Wednesday, 7:30 pm @ 
Train Station in Big River (Railway Avenue)

~
LEASK: Leask Community-Wide Garage Sale Days – Friday, May 30 & Sat., 
May 31. Playground Committee BBQ on Main Street on Friday; Sidewalk Sale 
at PriceLess Market; Book Sale at the Library Fri & Sat 9am-5pm. Garage Sales 
around the Village will be marked with balloons.

TRIPLE YOUR ADVERTISING
We’ll advertise your important community event in our Community Calendar 

FREE for two weeks prior to the event with purchase of a 
2 column x 2” Display ad for only:

$60.00 plus G.S.T. - A savings of over 30%
Available to Non-Profit & Community Organizations Only

Call Now For Further Details
“Don’t miss out on letting your Community and others know of your event!”

Shellbrook Chronicle & Spiritwood Herald
Box 10, Shellbrook, SK  S0J 2E0

Ph: 306-747-2442 • Fax: 306-747-3000 • Email: chads@sbchron. com



A recent headline at 
producer.com caught 
my attention.

The header stated 
‘Grain’s supply and de-
mand ratio finds bal-
ance’.

I appreciate the Inter-
national Grains Council 
(IGC) crunches num-
bers to see if anticipat-
ed production matches 
demand, but it’s a little 
unclear what consti-
tutes demand?

Is demand the typical 
orders made by tradi-
tional buyers, or does it 
also factor in the hun-
ger in countries with in-
sufficient funds to buy 
the wheat or rice to feed 
all the people around 

the world who go to bed 
hungry, including far 
too many even here in 
Canada?

That Canadians go 
to bed hungry shows 
of course it’s not just a 
government’s inabili-
ty to pay. For a host of 
reasons, which differ 
depending on where 
you live, even we’re un-
able to always get food 
where it is needed.

That said, produc-
tion is still capable of 
feeding the world as it 
is today, thanks to ag-
riculture advancements 
ranging from contin-
uous cropping, to new 
pest controls, more pro-
ductive varieties, and 

understanding of nutri-
ent needs.

And it is reasonable to 
believe food production 
can increase.

Russia could get out 
of Ukraine and both 
those countries could 
focus on modernizing 
farming rather than 
buy bullets and bombs.

Expanding modern 
farming techniques to 
various other countries 
of course could increase 
production. Such tech 
advancement will not 
happen quickly — again 
that’s largely a cash is-
sue — but the potential 
exists.

Looking toward the 
future, feeding people 
will be largely a wealth 
distribution issue, and 
you need only look 
south to President Don-
ald Trump’s policies to 
see that the wealth dis-
tribution divide is going 
to grow in that huge 
country.

How the world 
shrinks the overall di-

vide — coming to a 
place where the mega 
rich have fewer dia-
monds and yachts and 
everyone has a home 
and a full belly — is a 
massive question, and 
one it appears no one 
is working very hard to 
answer.

In the same vein, the 
reality is that the world 
population continues 
to grow, and ultimately 
all resources are finite. 
There will be a point 
there are too many peo-
ple and not enough re-
sources.

It is time to at least 
have a discussion about 
how to reasonably cap 
population. Is it pos-

sible? Not easily obvi-
ously, but that doesn’t 
mean we should not 
have the discussion.

We know world co-op-
eration is never easy, as 
seen by efforts to ad-
dress climate change.

Countries like the 
U.S. are too focused on 
making money to facili-
tate widespread change.

Other countries like 
Russia don’t even seem 
to be aware of a prob-
lem.

The world seems un-
able (or unwilling) to 
collectively deal with 
whole-world questions 
— but our future may 
rely on finding a way to 
do it.

More will go hungry as world population grows

Crop Report: May 6 to 12
Limited precipitation over the past week has al-

lowed producers to make substantial seeding prog-
ress. Seeding is currently 49 per cent complete 
across the province, up 31 per cent from last week. 
This is significantly ahead of the five-year average 
of 32 per cent and the 10-year average of 34 per 
cent.

All regions were able to make considerable seed-
ing gains this week. Currently, the southwest re-
gion continues to lead in seeding progress with 
76 per cent complete. The northwest region sits at 
49 per cent complete. The southeast, west-central 
and northeast regions are all reporting 43 per cent 
complete seeding. The east-central region is re-
porting 33 per cent complete. 

Pulse crops continue to lead in seeding progress 
with 78 per cent of field peas seeded, 71 per cent of 
lentils and 65 per cent of chickpeas. Triticale is the 
highest in reported seeding completion of the cere-
als at 73 per cent, followed by durum at 65 per cent, 
spring wheat at 53 per cent, barley at 45 per cent, 
oats at 28 per cent and canary seed at 23 per cent. 
Of the oilseed crops, mustard is leading in seeding 
completion at 66 per cent, followed by canola at 29 
per cent and flax at 28 per cent. Perennial forage is 
reported at 25 per cent seeded. Soybeans are the 
furthest behind in seeding completion at 14 per 
cent. 

Overall, rainfall was fairly limited throughout the 
province over the past week. The highest reported 
rainfall fell in the Marengo area at 14 millimetres 
(mm) followed by the Wadena area at 13 mm. Many 
other areas reported trace to limited rainfall for 
the week. 

Warm, dry and windy conditions continue to de-
plete topsoil moisture across the province. Produc-
ers are hopeful for moisture soon to help support 
crop development and improve hay and pasture 
conditions. Currently, topsoil moisture for crop-
land is rated at one per cent surplus, 61 per cent 
adequate, 35 per cent short and three per cent very 
short. Hayland is rated at 51 per cent adequate, 42 
per cent short and seven per cent very short. Pas-

ture topsoil moisture conditions are reported at 42 
per cent adequate, 50 per cent short and eight per 
cent very short.

Livestock producers in areas of the province are 
hopeful for moisture to support water supplies 
moving into the season. Fifty-four per cent of pro-
ducers currently estimate there are no shortages 
of on-farm surface water supplies for livestock oc-
curring or anticipated, with 32 per cent estimating 
that shortages may occur in one to two months 
depending on future moisture conditions. Twelve 
per cent of producers are currently indicating that 
moderate shortages are occurring with two per 
cent reporting severe shortages occurring. Cur-
rently, 84 per cent of producers are not concerned 
with water quality for their livestock at this time.    

Producers are busy seeding while watching their 
early seeded crops begin to emerge. Many are ap-
plying pre-seed herbicide products for weed con-
trol as the weather allows, along with harrowing, 
land rolling and rock picking. Livestock producers 
are checking fences and starting to move cattle out 
to pasture. They have noted that, although pas-
tures are starting to green up, growth is slow due to 
the drier conditions. As seeding rapidly progress-
es across the province, drivers are encouraged to 
watch for farm machinery moving along highways 
and roads during this busy season and producers 
are reminded to take precautions while transport-
ing equipment. 

A complete, printable version of the Crop Report 
is available online.

The grills were filled with delicious fish fillets for the annual Canwood Elks Fish Fry on Sunday, 
April 27. Approximately 150 people came to enjoy a meal of buns, potato salad (prepared by the 
Royal Purple Elks), coleslaw, beans, fish, of course, and dessert. For those who do not get to eat 
fresh fish often, it was a delightful treat for them. 
� By LORRAINE BENSON, Canwood Royal Purple Elks
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By SHELDON THOMAS
Student Reporter

On Saturday, May 10, the 
Shellbrook Community Hall 
was bustling with learning as 
local youth participated in the 
annual Babysitting and Home 
Alone Courses, hosted by the 
Shellbrook Kinettes.

Led by head organizer Kel-
ly Herndier, the courses aim 
to equip young people with 
essential skills to keep them-
selves and others safe. This 
year, six participants enrolled 
in the Babysitting Course, 
while 16 attended the Home 
Alone Course.

“We began offering the 
Babysitting Course about 13 
years ago because we felt it 
was a huge asset for kids to 
have a good understanding 
of the roles and responsibil-
ities that come with babysit-
ting,” said Herndier. “Taking 
a course helps them take the 
job a little more seriously. We 
focus on their safety, and the 
safety of the kids they are re-
sponsible for.”

Recognizing a growing need 
in the community, the Shell-
brook Kinettes introduced 
the Home Alone Course in 
2021. 

“There’s a gap between kids 
in daycare and kids who ar-
en’t. As they outgrow child-
care, there’s lots of kids who 
that have to spend an hour 
or at home alone before their 
parents/caregivers get home 
from work,” explained Hernd-
ier. “This course covers all the 
basics, helping kids under-

stand how to keep themselves 
safe and what to do if any kind 
of situation comes up.”

The courses are run annual-
ly by the Shellbrook Kinettes, 
with support from local first 
responders and safety profes-
sionals. This year, fire safety 
instruction was provided by 
Al Dion and Krystal Kennedy, 
while Rayne Cyr facilitated 
the first aid training segment, 
continuing a tradition previ-
ously supported by Parkland 
Health.   

One of the most important 
components to the courses is 
the practicum participants 
are required to complete. 
Only after they have complet-
ed this portion of the course, 
will they be rewarded their 
certificate. 

“We are always looking for 
families who are willing to 
take on new babysitters for 
practice and experience while 
parents are home,” Herndier 
says.

Anyone who would like 
to offer an opportunity for 

babysitters to obtain this 
practical experience can 
reach out to the Shellbrook 
Kinettes.

Babysitting, Home Alone Courses empower local youth

Shellbrook doctors get taste of farm life
Rayne Cyr provided instruction for the first aid training 
segment of the courses.

From left to right: Kambry Knaus, Tomas Cruz, Audrey 
Rask, and Tiago Cruz were among the course’s partici-
pants.

First responders Al Dion and Krystal Kennedy shared their expertise with participants.

Bella Ledding leads Marie-Annette Aghedo on 
a horseback ride during a visit at Christine and 
Glenn Strube’s farm.

Dr. Eseosa Aghedo tries his hand (literally) at 
catching some fish at the Sturgeon River Rock 
Crossing.

Christine Strube leads guests on a tour of her 
farm’s cattle operation.



By JORDAN TWISS
Shellbrook Chronicle Reporter

With about 200 kids registered 
to play baseball and softball again 
this year, the summer soundtrack in 
Shellbrook is certain to be the ping of 
aluminum bats.

Shellbrook Minor Ball Association 
board member Jamie Capner says 
the season is already off to a strong 
start, with baseball teams running 
the gamut all the way from U7 to 
U18, and softball teams starting at 
U5 (learn to play) and going up to U17 
(with a U15 team missing, but two U9 
and U11 teams).

The young ball players are trav-
elling far and wide this season. The 
softball teams continue to compete in 
the Parkland League, while baseball 
teams up to U13 are participating in 
the Prince Albert League. 

As for the U15s, they’re in the 
Northeast League, which includes 
teams from Melfort, Tisdale, Nipaw-
in, Prince Albert, and Carrot River. 
And the U18s are in the Northwest 
League, competing against teams 
from Unity, Meadow Lake, and 
Edam.

With such a large pool of local ath-
letes and teams, Capner says there’s 
lots to watch this season. But, in par-
ticular, he believes the U13 and U17 
Parkland Predators softball teams 
and the U13 Shellbrook Knights 
baseball team are gearing up to have 
strong seasons.

New to this season, baseball fans 
will also have a U15 AA team, the 

Northern BlueJays, to root for. 
Spearheaded and coached by Cap-
ner, the team boasts players from La 
Ronge, Tisdale, Prince Albert, and 
Birch Hills, as well as Shellbrook’s 
own Merek Tait, Canden Olsen, Will 
Kasner, and Devlin Capner.

Noting that it’s essential for a com-
munity like Shellbrook to offer mi-
nor ball programs to keep kids busy 
through the summer, Capner says 
all these local teams are made pos-
sible because they’re supported and 
coached by a passionate group of vol-
unteers.

“There are other sports to play ¬— 
lacrosse has picked up a lot, which is 
fantastic and giving the kids an outlet 
to do something,” he said. 

“But come the summer months, 
softball and baseball are huge in this 

province. We’re an athletic town; if 
there’s no hockey going on, there’s 
softball or baseball.”

Also essential in making the minor 
ball program possible are the Shell-
brook Sports Grounds, a five-ball di-
amond facility that even larger com-
munities would be envious of.

To ensure kids always have a place 
to play ball, the Shellbrook Minor 
Ball Association continues to main-
tain and make improvements to the 
Sports Grounds. Earlier this month, 
enclosed dugouts with roofs were 
added to Diamond #5 by contractor 
and Shellbrook Minor Ball Associa-
tion board member Gabe Sumners.

“Everybody who’s been over there 
and used them is pretty excited to 
have them,” Capner said. “They’re 
laid out awesome. They block the 

wind. They’re perfect.”
Noting that this was the “big” proj-

ect for 2025, Capner says there’s also 
regular annual maintenance, like 
adding more shale to the diamonds, 
and plenty of other projects on the 
horizon, including similar dugouts on 
Diamond #3, an outfield fence on Di-
amond #4, pushing back the outfield 
fence on Diamond #5, and potential-
ly replacing the old batting cage.

“It’s pretty much just upkeeping ev-
erything and making sure we’re look-
ing better every year,” Capner said. 

“The idea is to make it a very usable 
space, and make it more attractive 
for people to want to use it,” he add-
ed, noting that there has been inter-
est from out-of-town teams to use the 
Shellbrook Sports Grounds as a mid-
way meeting place for games.

Ball season in full swing in Shellbrook

Shellbrook Seniors Club hosts Mother’s Day Tea
By LORRAINE THIBEAULT
Shellbrook Senior’s Association

On Friday, May 9, at the Shellbrook Senior Cit-
izens’ Centre, locals gathered to share a cup of 
coffee or tea and some dainties as we celebrated 
mothers. The theme of the tea was, “Hats off to 
our Mothers.”  

The day’s feature display included 26 vintage 
hats that members’ mothers and fathers used to 

wear in a time when dressing up in fancy outfits 
and fancy hats was fashionable. The hats that 
were displayed were donated by Mary Stieb, Marj 
Bradley, Rita Loiselle, Sylvia Savage, Roseline Du-
ret, Norma Dahl, Lorraine Thibeault, and Linda 
Lundy.  

The idea for the display came from Norma Dahl, 
who had numerous hats to display. Some vintage 
men’s hats, courtesy of Marj Bradley and Rita Lo-
iselle, were also on display.

Lita Fekete posing with one of Norma Dahl’s 
hats.
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Diamond #5 at the Shellbrook Sports Grounds boasts new enclosed dugouts, thanks to a recent project com-
pleted by the Shellbrook Minor Ball Association.

Lorraine Thibeault posing with one of Norma 
Dahl’s hats.

From left to right: Sylvia Savage (with one of her hats), Linda Lundy (with one of her hats) and Pat 
Radchuk with one of Norma Dahl’s hats.
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As the Spring sitting of the 
Legislature concluded on 
Thursday, May 15, Premier 
Scott Moe highlighted the 
Government of Saskatche-
wan’s balanced 2025-26 Bud-
get and how it is delivering for 
the people of Saskatchewan.

“Our government contin-
ues to prioritize safety in our 
communities and ensuring 
services are available to all 
residents when and where 
they need them,” Moe said in 
a statement. “Saskatchewan 
is a growing and vibrant prov-
ince that continues to benefit 
from a strong economy even 
in uncertain times. Record 
investments were made this 
year to keep Saskatchewan 
an affordable place to live, 
work and raise a family.”

In this year’s budget, record 
investments continue to be 
made in health care, educa-
tion and community safety, 
in addition to delivering more 
affordability measures than 
ever before. 

New affordability measures 
include:

• The Fertility Treatment 
Tax Credit, helping individu-
als or couples cover costs as-
sociated with fertility treat-
ments.

• Doubling the Active Fam-
ilies Benefit tax credit and 
raising the qualifying income 
threshold to $120,000 will 
make accessing children’s 
sports, arts, cultural and rec-

reational activities more af-
fordable. 

• Seniors receive an in-
crease in the senior supple-
ment amount by $500 annu-
ally for the next four years, 
starting in 2025 - over and 
above the impact of index-
ation.

• An increase to the Per-
sonal Care Home Benefit will 
help more than 2,000 low-in-
come seniors with the cost of 
living in a licensed personal 
care home. 

• The Graduate Retention 
Program has also increased, 
with a maximum benefit of 
$24,000 for students who 
live and work in Saskatche-
wan after graduating from a 
post-secondary institution.

• The Saskatchewan Advan-
tage Scholarship provides up 
to $3,000 for Grade 12 stu-
dents who will be attending 
post-secondary institutions 
in the province. 

• All education property 
tax mill rates have been re-
duced to absorb the increase 
in property assessment val-
ues and ensure this assess-
ment year is revenue neutral 
for the province. This change 
will save property owners in 
the province more than $100 
million annually.

• Reinstating the Home 
Renovation Tax Credit saves 
residents up to $420 and se-
niors $525 annually in pro-
vincial income tax.

• The First-Time Home-
buyers’ Tax Credit maximum 
benefit increased to $1,575, 
making homeownership 
more attainable for first-time 
homebuyers, and the PST Re-
bate on New Home Construc-
tion was made permanent. 

• The Disability Tax Credit 
and the Disability Tax Cred-
it supplement for children 
under 18 both increase by 25 
per cent, in addition to index-
ation.

• The Caregiver Tax Credit 
also increases by 25 per cent, 
in addition to indexation, 
which provides financial sup-
port for families who care 
for adult children or parents 
with physical or mental im-
pairments.

• The Small Business Tax 
Rate permanently remains 
at one per cent, which bene-
fits more than 35,000 small 
businesses and saves them 
over $50 million annually in 
corporate income taxes.

• The Small and Medium 
Enterprise Investment Tax 
Credit provides a non-re-
fundable tax credit for indi-
viduals or corporations that 
invest in the equity of eligible 
Saskatchewan small and me-
dium enterprise, while the 
Saskatchewan Class 1 Truck 
Driver Training Rebate Pro-
gram supports individuals 
seeking their commercial 
driving license. 

Additionally, legislation 

introduced and passed this 
year aims to promote com-
munity safety. 

Amendments to The Con-
struction Codes Act allow the 
development of a pilot frame-
work intended to help eligi-
ble municipalities dispose of 
these structures as well as 
provide a training opportuni-
ty for local volunteer fire de-
partments. 

Amendments to The Safe 
Public Spaces (Street Weap-
ons) Act include fentanyl, 
methamphetamine and hy-
podermic needles as catego-
ries of street weapons recog-
nizing the significant risks 
these items present to public 
safety. 

New regulations under The 
Trespass to Property Amend-
ment Regulations, 2025, will 
allow police to immediately 
enforce the Act against indi-
viduals partaking in activi-
ties such as public intoxica-
tion and drug use as it will 
be automatically considered 
trespassing in public spaces 
or businesses.

This April, the Govern-
ment of Saskatchewan was 
pleased to reach a new agree-
ment between the Govern-
ment-Trustee Bargaining 
Committee (GTBC) and the 
Teachers’ Bargaining Com-
mittee. This new agreement 
recognizes the important role 
of teachers and provides cer-
tainty for teachers, students 

and their families.
Healthcare continues to be 

a priority for the government 
with continued investment 
into new and enhanced ser-
vices and the Health Human 
Resources Action Plan to en-
sure services are staffed. The 
new Regina Breast Health 
Centre started welcoming 
patients this spring offering 
a co-location of essential ser-
vices to streamline care, re-
duce wait times and improve 
patient experiences in what 
can often be a challenging 
time.

Success continues to be 
made with recruitment guid-
ed by the Health Human Re-
sources Action Plan to recruit, 
train, incentivize and retain 
more staff in the province. To 
continue that work, Saskatch-
ewan’s Rural and Remote Re-
cruitment Incentive (RRRI) 
program has been expanded 
to an additional 16 communi-
ties for a total of 70. This in-
centive of up to $50,000 for a 
three-year return-in-service 
is offered to new, permanent 
full-time employees in nine 
high-priority health occu-
pations in rural and remote 
communities experiencing or 
at risk of service disruptions 
due to staffing challenges. A 
recruitment campaign also 
launched recently encourag-
ing physicians from the Unit-
ed States to consider practic-
ing in Saskatchewan.

Sask. government reflects on spring sitting

Minutes of an RM of Canwood council meeting
(The following council minutes may 

have been edited for clarity or brev-
ity.)

A regular meeting of the Council 
of the Rural Municipality of Can-
wood No. 494 was held in the Munic-
ipal Council Chambers, at 641 Main 
Street, Canwood, Sask., on March 18, 
2025, commencing at 9:05 a.m.

Present were Reeve Levi Schutte, 
Chief Administrative Officer Lorna 
Benson, and the following Council-
lors for their respective divisions: #1 
Kenneth Stene, #2 Gerald Muller, #3, 
Rick Jensen, #4 Mario Boisvert, #5 
Kevin Olson, and #6 Cody Lockhart.

DELEGATIONS: 
9:30 a.m. Dwight Diehl, Public 

Works Supervisor, Municipal Opera-
tions Update

10:45 a.m. Public Hearing, Rezon-
ing

11 a.m. North Central Mutual Aid 
Association, Emergency Planning & 
Mutual Aid

Lockhart: That the minutes of the 
Feb. 11, 2025, Regular Council Meet-
ing be approved as presented.

Public Works Supervisor Dwight 
Diehl attended the meeting at 9:20 
a.m.

Muller: That the Statement of Fi-
nancial Activities for the month of 
February 2025 for the R.M. General 
Account be approved as presented. 
Carried

Jensen: That we approve the pay-

ments as listed on the attached ac-
count listing for a total of $175,798.64, 
Council Direct Deposits for March 
and Payroll Direct Deposits for 2025 
Pay Period 4 & 5. Carried

Lockhart: That we instruct the 
Chief Administrative Officer to direct 
the R.M.’s legal solicitor to commu-
nicate with the person responsible in 
the matter of the road alteration. Car-
ried

Lockhart: That we purchase a mem-
bership with the Hudson Bay Route 
Association at a cost of $300 for the 
year 2025. Carried

Lockhart: That in the matter of the 
lands for potential sale by the Min-
istry of Highways of ISC Parcel No. 
204030703 SW 36-49-07 W3 Plan 
85B04443 Ext. 2 and ISC Parcel No. 
204029287 SE 36-49-07 W3 Plan 
85B04443 Ext. 2, Council does not 
identify any access or utility con-
cerns. The municipality’s Zoning By-
law 2003-7 identifies development 
and building guidelines. Further to 
this, Council recommends consolida-
tion of the parcels into the abutting 
lands. Carried

Councillor Boisvert left the meeting 
at 10:20 a.m. 

Councillor Boisvert returned to the 
meeting at 10:28 a.m.

Muller: That we approve the road 
abandonment on Road Plan H-6932 
part of the registered plan AE1315 
on the SW 18-49-05 W3. The pro-

posed abandonment will not affect 
access of other property owners in 
the area, and no public utilities above 
or below the ground will be affected 
by the transfer. The old road will be 
transferred back to the adjacent land-
owners, who agree with the transfer. 
Carried

Lockhart: That we agree to pur-
chase a 16-Step Rolling Safety Ladder 
from Uline at a cost of $2,804 plus ap-
plicable taxes. Carried

Stene: That we recess the Municipal 
Council Meeting at 10:45 a.m. to con-
vene the Public Hearing to consider 
the matter of rezoning from AR – Ag-
ricultural Residential District to LD 
– Lakeshore Development District all 
that portion of LSD 3 on the SW 13-
50-07 W3 Ext 37. Carried

Stene: That as the Public Hearing 
has been adjourned, we now recon-
vene the Municipal Council Meeting 
at 10:55 a.m.

Muller: That Bylaw No. 2024-09 
attached hereto and forming part 
of these minutes, being a bylaw to 
amend the Zoning Bylaw 2003-7 to 
rezone from AR – Agricultural Res-
idential District to LD – Lakeshore 
Development District all that portion 
of LSD 3 on the SW 13-50-07 W3 Ext 
37, now be read a second time. Car-
ried (Editor’s note: the bylaw was 
read a third time and adopted.)

Schutte: That we purchase an AED 
from AED Advantage, Saskatoon, 

Sask. at a cost of $1,449 plus appli-
cable taxes for the Canwood Mainte-
nance Shop. Carried

Muller: That we instruct the Chief 
Administrative Officer to draft a poli-
cy to sell road allowances. Carried

Lockhart: That we agree to pur-
chase a 2025 KBRP 250 Samaz Flail 
Mower from Triod Supply, North 
Battleford, Sask., at a cost of $25,700 
plus applicable taxes. Carried

Muller: That we adopt Policy 7.08 
Local Access Road Construction Pol-
icy to establish a consistent standard 
of local access road constructions 
specifications. Carried

Public Works Supervisor Dwight 
Diehl left the meeting at 1:25 p.m.

Lockhart: That we agree to donate 
$500 to the North Saskatchewan Riv-
er Basin Council. Carried

Muller: That we donate $200 to Sas-
katchewan Crime Stoppers. Carried

Lockhart: That we donate $500 to 
Agriculture in the Classroom. Carried

Schutte: That we contribute $1,000 
from the funds in the Dedicated 
Lands Account to the Canwood Re-
gional Park for the outdoor spray park 
at the Canwood Regional Park sub-
ject to any approvals required by the 
Ministry of Government Relations in 
accordance with The Planning and 
Development Act, 2007 and The Ded-
icated Lands Regulations, 2009. Car-
ried

Continued on page 11



Maybe a Major 
League Baseball play-
er will slug five home 
runs in one game. May-
be a batter will drive in 
more than 10 runs in 
a single game. Maybe 
a pitcher will throw a 
perfect game and strike 
out 21 batters along the 
way.

Or maybe not. 
Career or single-sea-

son records may or 
may not ultimately be 
broken, such as Bar-
ry Bonds’ 762 home 
runs, Joe DiMaggio’s 
56-game hitting streak, 
Cy Young’s 519 pitching 
victories or Cal Rip-
ken’s 2,632 consecutive 
games played, but a sin-
gle-game record could 
happen at any time, 
considering there are 
2,430 opportunities ev-
ery season.

So what is the most 
unlikely single-game 
record to be snapped? 
It’s probably the 
four-homer game, 
which has happened 19 
times, the most recent 
by Arizona’s Eugenio 
Suarez during an 8-7 
loss to Atlanta Braves. 
The way team parity is 
taking a beating in the 

majors, it could con-
ceivably happen that a 
slugger on a high-pay-
roll team such as the 
Dodgers or Mets could 
tee off on a team of Tri-
ple A-calibre pitchers 
and belt five home run 
in one game.

A perfect game can 
hardly be topped, but 
how about a combina-
tion of the 25th perfect 
game in MLB histo-
ry AND more than 20 
strikeouts? The 20-K 
standard has been ac-
complished only five 
times in history, but 
never coinciding with a 
perfect game.

Sixteen times has a 
batter driven in 10 runs 
in one game. Shohei 
Ohtani of the Dodgers 
was the latest to accom-
plish that feat, in 2024, 
but 11 RBI in one game 
is certainly within 
reach, especially when 
viewed through the lens 
of some 2025 blowouts 
— a 24-2 win by Cin-
cinnati over Baltimore; 
15-3 Yankees over Ori-
oles; 15-2 Rangers over 
Athletics.

Two homers by one 
batter, a three-run shot 
and a grand-slam, and 

a pair of two-run dou-
bles, could theoretically 
drive in 11 runs, which 
has never been done 
before. How about two 
grand slams in a game? 
Not actually a regular 
occurrence, but it’s hap-
pened 13 times in MLB 
history. Weird facts: 
Fernando Tatis of San 
Diego hit his two grand 
slams in the same in-
ning; Tony Cloninger 
of the Braves in 1966 
is the only pitcher to 
accomplish the two-GS 
feat. Three grand-slams 
in the same game? Nev-
er say never.

Hitting for the cycle is 
rare, but not that rare; 
it has happened 350 
times in history. Three 
hits in a single inning 

by the same player, 
however, has been done 
only five times. Johnny 
Damon of Boston did it 
most recently, in 2003, 
and it was the first time 
since 1953.

What record will 
fall next? Maybe one 
of these days, a Major 
Leaguer will bang out 
three hits in the first 
inning, go on to slug 
five home runs, three 
of them grand-slams, 
drive in 16 and become 
an instant Hall of Fam-
er. It would even be 
more unlikely if a pitch-
er did all of the above, 
while pitching a perfect 
game and striking out 
21.

That’s the day the 
world will end, with a 
meteorite slamming 
into Earth and destroy-
ing our planet.

• RJ Currie of sports-
deke.com: “The Balti-
more Orioles held their 
annual Bring Your Dog 
game recently. To no 
one’s surprise there 
were numerous pup 
flies, a few hound-rule 
doubles and even an 
inside-the-bark home 
run.”

• Headline at fark.

com: “The Royal and 
Ancient Golf Society 
warns players not to 
cheat on their handi-
caps. Trump immedi-
ately designates them 
as a terrorist organiza-
tion.”

• Steve Simmons of 
the Toronto Sun: “What 
do The Pope and Kyle 
Lowry have in com-
mon? Both graduated 
from Villanova.”

• Comedy writer Brad 
Dickson of Omaha: “Af-
ter he fell in the draft, 
one of the ESPN guys 
compared Shedeur 
Sanders to Tom Brady. 
Shadeur Sanders is to 
Tom Brady what astro-
naut Katie Perry is to 
Neil Armstrong.”

• Super 70s Sports: 
“Back in my day, we 
watched the NFL with 
no first down line. Or 
scoreboard. Or clock. 
We barely even knew 
what was going on and 
we LIKED it.”

• Janice Hough of 
lef tcoastsportsbabe.
com., quoting a friend 
about Pope Leo’s sports 
allegiances: “This stuff 
about ‘Cubs fan or 
White Sox fan’ is silly. 
He’s the Pope. He’s ob-

viously a Cardinals and 
Saints fan.”

• Janice Hough again: 
“The Oklahoma City 
Thunder on Wednesday 
night looked like a team 
that might never lose 
again in this postsea-
son. But otherwise all 
the insanity in predict-
ing the NBA Champion 
looks about as easy as 
it was predicting a new 
Pope.”

• From the Canadian 
parody website The-
Beaverton.com: “In em-
barrassing snafu, start-
ing lineup of St. Louis 
Cardinals included in 
Conclave to elect new 
pope.”

• Headline at fark.
com: “Sheddeur Sand-
ers to start NFL career 
wearing No. 12 in hon-
our of round in which 
he was drafted.”

• Comedy writer Tor-
ben Rolfsen of Vancou-
ver: “Toronto Argonauts 
placed Shedeur Sanders 
on their negotiation list. 
It’s fitting, because they 
both consider them-
selves the centre of the 
universe.”

Care to comment? 
Email brucepen-
ton2003@yahoo.ca

Sports records made to be broken? Not so fast …

Minutes of an RM of Canwood council meeting
Continued from 10
Muller: That we instruct the Chief 

Administrative Officer to increase 
the limit on the Affinity Credit Union 
MasterCard, in the name of Lorna 
Benson, to $5,000. Further to this, 
we instruct the Chief Administrative 
Officer to research no fee credit cards 
with cash back. Carried

Jensen: That Bylaw 2025-01 at-
tached hereto and forming a part of 
these Minutes, being a Bylaw of the 
Rural Municipality of Canwood No. 
494 to provide guidelines for the re-
cord retention and the destruction 
of documents, now be read the first 
time. (Editor’s note: the bylaw was 
unanimously given three readings 
and adopted.)

Lockhart: That we renew our agree-
ment with Affinity Credit Union as 
outlined in the Proposal to Provide 
Financial Services dated March 5, 
2025, for a one-year term. Carried

Boisvert: That we direct the Chief 
Administrative Officer, in prepara-
tion of the List of Lands with Arrears 
pursuant to Section 3 of the Tax En-
forcement Act, not to include land in 
respect of which the amount of taxes 
in arrears does not exceed one half of 
the immediately preceding year’s tax 
levy with respect to that land. Car-
ried

Boisvert: That we authorize dispos-
al of documents in accordance with 
the Records Retention and Disposal 
Schedule of Bylaw No. 2025-01. Car-
ried

Olson: That we hire Beatrice Han-
sen, Mont Nebo, Sask., to maintain 
the Hawkeye Cemetery for the 2025 
season at a cost of $1,000. Carried

Schutte: That we hire Kim Lajeu-
nesse, Canwood, Sask., to maintain 
the South Cemetery for the 2025 sea-
son at a cost of $250 per cut. Further 
to this, trimming around the graves 
with a trimmer as well as cleaning 
off the graves is a requirement of the 
mowing caretaker. Carried

Schutte: That we hire Raymond 
Boutin, Prince Albert, Sask., to 
maintain the designated areas at 
Goldridge Enterprises Inc. for the 
2025 season at a rate of $130 per cut. 
Carried

Stene: That we approve the Coun-
cil’s Indemnity as presented. Carried

Lockhart: That we advise the Com-
munity Planning Branch of the Min-
istry of Government Relations that 
we recommend approval of the Ap-
plication to Subdivide Land of Curt 
and Kimberly O’Connell, for the pur-
pose of subdividing Parcel A from 
the SW 18-53-05 W3, as the site has 
physical and legal access and exceeds 

the minimum site area requirements 
of Section 5 of the Municipal Zoning 
Bylaw 2003- 7. Carried

Lockhart: That we advise the Com-
munity Planning Branch of the Min-
istry of Government Relations that 
we recommend approval of the Ap-
plication to Subdivide Land of Brad-
ley Young and Muriel Young, for the 
purpose of subdividing Parcel B from 
the SW 18-50-06 W3, as the site has 
physical and legal access and exceeds 
the minimum site area requirements 
of Section 5 of the Municipal Zoning 
Bylaw 2003- 7.Carried

Lockhart: That we advise the Com-
munity Planning Branch of the Min-
istry of Government Relations that 
we recommend approval of the Ap-

plication to Subdivide Land of Mark 
Thompson, for the purpose of subdi-
viding Parcel A from the SE 14-54-08 
W3, as the site has physical and legal 
access and exceeds the minimum 
site area requirements of Section 5 of 
the Municipal Zoning Bylaw 2003-7. 
Carried

Schutte: That we approve the De-
velopment and Building Permit 
Applications of Derrick Fusick to 
construct a detached garage, with 
approval pursuant to Section 9.1.2 of 
the Municipal Zoning Bylaw 2003-7. 
Carried

Lockhart: That we now file the cor-
respondence. Carried

Boisvert: That we now adjourn at 
3:30 p.m.
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Garden soil amendments: 
helpful or harmful?

By JACKIE BANTLE

I am often asked, “How do I know if 
I have good soil?” or “What can I add 
to my soil to make it better?” There 
are many soil amendments available. 
Some amendments can be helpful, 
some can be costly and some can even 
be detrimental. Before you spend a lot 
of time and money on amending your 
soil with a product, educate your-
self on what that product is used for 
and whether or not it will be useful 
in your garden. Following is a list of 
common soil amendments that might 
be recommended… or not!   

Compost is decomposed organic 
matter (ex. grass, leaves, food waste, 
paper and helpful living organisms 
like soil bacteria and fungus). Com-
post is always a beneficial addition 
to your soil.  Compost not only adds 
nutrients to your soil that plants re-
quire, but it also adds organic matter 
and provides an excellent medium for 
micro-organisms to thrive. Adding 
5-10cm of compost each year to your 
garden and pots is recommended and 
will make other soil amendments un-
necessary.

Synthetic fertilizers are added to 
soil to provide nutrients for plants. 
Synthetic fertilizers are derived from 
mineral deposits or atmospheric ni-
trogen that are manufactured into 
products containing the elements 
that plants need. Each synthetic fer-
tilizer product is different and pro-
vides different levels of nutrients to 
plants. Using synthetic fertilizers in 
your garden can be beneficial howev-
er, over fertilizing can damage plant 
roots, increase salt in the soil and 
pollute ground water. Synthetic fer-
tilizers do not add organic matter or 
provide increased habitat for soil mi-
cro-organisms. Apply synthetic fer-
tilizers only if necessary and accord-
ing to label directions.

Unlike synthetic fertilizers, or-
ganic fertilizers add organic matter 
as well as nutrients to your soil. Or-
ganic fertilizers are derived direct-
ly from plant or animal sources (ex. 
bone meal, alfalfa pellets, compost or 
manures) or from rock minerals that 
are finely ground (ex. limestone and 
rock sulphate). Organic 
fertilizers, like well-rot-
ted manure from your 
farmer friend, are much 
more cost efficient than 
the organic fertilizer you 
purchase in the fancy 
pink bag.

Gardeners are often 
concerned about the pH 
of their soil. Most Sas-
katchewan soils have a 
pH somewhere between 
6.1 and 7.5. This pH 
range is recommended 
for most vegetables and 
flowers. Prairie soils are 
very resistant to chang-
es in pH because of the 
presence of free lime in 
the soil as well as their 
soil buffering capaci-
ty. Adding Sulphur (to 
lower pH) or lime (to 

increase pH) is a waste of time and 
money in Saskatchewan soils. Using 
synthetic fertilizers such as alumi-
num sulphate and ammonium sul-
phate to lower soil pH is also not rec-
ommended.  

Peat moss is often recommended to 
add to the soil to increase moisture 
holding capacity of the soil or to de-
crease the pH. While peat moss will 
add organic matter to your garden, 
the soil pH will not change. A more 
environmentally friendly and cost-ef-
ficient method for adding organic 
matter to your garden is adding com-
post or well-rotted manure.

Wood ashes contain calcium, potas-
sium and some phosphorous. Wood 
ashes can be high in salts which can 
increase the alkalinity of the soil over 
time. Use wood ashes sparingly in 
your garden soil.  

Biochar is a charcoal-like substance 
that is a stable form of carbon. Car-
bon is a necessary element in many 
plant growth processes. Biochar is 
made by burning organic material 
from agricultural and forestry wastes 
(ie. biomass) in a controlled process 
called pyrolysis.  Biochar is helpful 
when added to soil according to label 
directions.

Probiotic soil conditioners are sup-
plements containing beneficial bacte-
ria, fungi and mycorrhizae. There are 
many probiotic soil conditioners on 
the market these days. Some of these 
conditioners are more beneficial than 
others. The advantages and cost ef-
fectiveness of individual products 
varies greatly.

Many times over the years I have 
heard ‘experts’ recommend add-
ing gypsum (calcium sulphate) to 
increase the porosity in heavily 
compacted soils. This is not recom-
mended.  The benefits of gypsum to 
decrease soil compaction are tempo-
rary. If your soil is compacted, your 
soil needs more organic matter: com-
post!  

And in conclusion: add compost, 
compost, and more compost!

This column is provided courtesy 
of the Saskatchewan Perennial So-
ciety (SPS; saskperennial@hotmail.
com).

Alfalfa pellets are a helpful organic fertilizer. 
Photo Credit: Jackie Bantle

Obituary
~

With heavy hearts, we 
announce the passing 
of our loving mother, 
Sharon Larrivee. Mom 
passed peacefully at Pe-
ter Lougheed Hospital 
in Calgary, AB on May 
10, 2025, at the age of 
74.

Sharon was born to 
Louie and Muriel Lucier 
on October 10, 1950 in 
Wood Hill, SK. She grew 
up on a farm with five of 
her siblings. When Sha-
ron grew up she moved 
to Thompson, MB and 
this is where she mar-
ried the love of her life, 
Robert Larrivee and 
where they welcomed 
their 1st daughter Don-

na. They later moved 
to Leoville, SK where 
they welcomed their 
2nd daughter Shawna. 
Leoville was home un-
til Robert passed away 
and then Sharon moved 
to Calgary to be with 
her girls.

Sharon was one of the 
hardest working peo-
ple you will ever come 
across. She would al-
ways welcome you into 
the house for a coffee 
(her favorite thing!). 
Other favorite things 
were gardening, wood-
working, playing cards, 
bingo and always look-
ing forward to the girls 
coming home to visit.

Mom did not want 
Donna to get any cats, 
but boy did she change 
her mind when Donna 
brought home 2 kittens. 
She fell in love with 
them, and they became 
her babies. 

Sharon is  lovingly re-
member by her loving 
daughters, Donna (Wal-
ter), Shawna (Jim) and 
Karen; brother, Ron 

(Teri); and numerous 
nieces and nephews. 
She’s predeceased by 
her parents, husband, 
Robert; sister, Susie; 
brothers, Stan, Amos, 
Edward and brothers-
in-law, Louis, Omer, 
Gerry and Carl.

As per mom’s request, 
there will be no service. 
The family will bring 
her home to Leoville to 
rest in the summer and 
have a small graveside 
service.

We miss you so much 
mom. You will be forev-
er in our hearts. Love 
you. xoxoxoxo

Messages of condo-
lence for the family may 
be left at www.prairi-
erosefunerals.ca

Serving Airdrie and 
Surrounding Areas 

since 1997
 (403) 216-5111 & 
(403) 912-0307

Sharon May Larrivee
October 10, 1950 – May 10, 2025

Shell Lake Legion hosts 
Decoration Day

A handful of members and guests showed up for Legion Branch #15’s 
Decoration Day. In spite of the cool temperature, and smoky, cloudy con-
ditions, wreaths were laid to honor the community’s veterans. David 
Jensen addressed the crowd with Bible verses that concern peace. The 
annual event finished off with coffee and muffins in the cemetery. 
Pictured: Members and guests pose in the veteran’s cemetery following 
the wreath laying.�
� By CAROLYN LALONDE, Shell Lake Legion
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306-747-2442 • chads@sbchron.com

Glen Jantz
306-984-7634, Leoville

gcjantz@gmail.com
Licenced & Bonded

ELECTRIC

•R
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L
ELECTRICIAN

Weberg 
Accounting

Services
Andrea Weberg 

CPTP, DFA-TSS

306-747-2244 
Shellbrook

ACCOUNTANT

“Faces you know, people you trust at a time you need them the most”

306-747-2828 (24 hrs.)
101 Railway Ave. W., Shellbrook, SK

Monument Sales & Pre-arrangements Available
Shellbrook – Spiritwood – Big River – Debden  

Prince Albert – Canwood – Leask 
www.beaulacfuneralhome.com

FUNERAL SERVICES

Call today for your 
 Hearing Test!

1-306-883-3997
Hearing Aid Sales and Services

101 Main Street, Spiritwood

HEARING CENTRE

HEARING

1-877-898-8248 (TAIT)

Shellbrook � 306-747-2896
Canwood � 306-468-2227
Leask � 306-466-4811

email: office@taitinsurance.ca
www.taitinsurance.ca

General, Health & Hail Insurance
Motor License Issuer

INSURANCE

Law Office
DELBERT DYNNA

100A - 10th St. East
Prince Albert, SK S6V 0Y7

phone (306) 764-6856
fax (306) 763-9540

Preferred areas of practice:
Wills, Estates, Real Estate

LAWYER

Shelley Cannon, in person,
by appointment

124 1st St. E., Spiritwood
Rear Building Entrance

306-922-4700
All lawyers, Monday - Friday, 
1200 Central Ave., Prince Albert

306-922-4700

NOVUS LAW GROUP
Wilcox Holash McCullagh

LAWYER

Courteous, professional,
reliable, plumbing, heating,

gas fitting services

Ph: 306-747-4332
Shellbrook, Sask.

PLUMBINGMECHANIC

• Truck and Trailer Inspections
• School Bus Inspections

• Diesel Tuning
• Diagnostics Services

• Fully Licensed

Call for more information

306-747-7711

LAWYER

Bill Cannon, in person,
by appointment

52 Main Street, Shellbrook
306-922-4700

All lawyers, Monday - Friday, 
1200 Central Ave., Prince Albert

306-922-4700

NOVUS LAW GROUP
Wilcox Holash McCullagh

ADVERTISE HERE

This Space Is 
Waiting For You
Keep Your Business In 
The Public Eye And A 

Quick Reference At Your 
Customer’s Finger Tips.

Call Today:
306-747-2442

REAL ESTATE

306.883.7449
Call or text

Residential | Cottage | Agricultural | Commercial

www.heathersarrazin.com

Located in Shell 
Lake and proudly 

supporting & 
serving our local 

communities!

North Country
cailynmalmberg@gmail.com

Cailyn Malmberg
REALTOR®

Specializing in 
Residential & 

Rural Real Estate

Call/Text: 
306.715.1411

REAL ESTATE REAL ESTATE

To Sell Ag, Residential, 
Cottage & Commercial 

Properties For You!

306-441-1625 (cell)
ssk@littleloon.ca

Shawna Schira-Kroeker
Your Local Realtor™...

Working Hard ...

Each Office Independently 
Owned & Operated 

North Country

www.shawnaschirakroeker.com

justinbortis@teamserca.com

Know the true 
value of your land!
JUSTIN BORTIS

Agriculture REALTOR®

Representing NW Sask.

C: (306)221-9171
O: (306)752-4400 

REAL ESTATE
BUYING OR SELLING 

FARMLAND?

306-570-7743
skfarmland.ca

REAL ESTATEREAL ESTATE

RESIDENTIAL – COMMERCIAL – FARM

Bevra Fee, Realtor®
(306) 883-7058
RE/MAX OF THE BATTLEFORDS

each office independently owned & operated

bevrafee@sasktel.net
SPIRITWOOD’S 

REALTOR®...
SERVING THE 

REGION!

1391 100th St
NORTH BATTLEFORD, SK

S9A 0V9
Office: (306) 446-8800

ADVERTISE HERE

This Space Is 
Waiting For You
Keep Your Business In 
The Public Eye And A 

Quick Reference At Your 
Customer’s Finger Tips.

Call Today:
306-747-2442

ADVERTISE HERE

This Space Is 
Waiting For You

Keep Your Business In The Public Eye And A Quick 
Reference At Your Customer’s Finger Tips.

Call Today:
306-747-2442

ADVERTISE HERE

This Space Is 
Waiting For You
Keep Your Business In 
The Public Eye And A 

Quick Reference At Your 
Customer’s Finger Tips.

Call Today:
306-747-2442

ADVERTISE HERE

This Space Is 
Waiting For You
Keep Your Business In 
The Public Eye And A 

Quick Reference At Your 
Customer’s Finger Tips.

Call Today:
306-747-2442

ADVERTISE HERE

This Space Is 
Waiting For You
Keep Your Business In 
The Public Eye And A 

Quick Reference At Your 
Customer’s Finger Tips.

Call Today:
306-747-2442

Your Guide to 
Home Services 
and Repair 
Professionals



YEARLING Fleck-
vieh Simmental 
Bulls – Contact 
Strube Farm and 
Ranch, Glenn and 
Christine, 306-747-
7622 or 306-961-
8323, Shellbrook, 
SK. � 4-23

BLACK AND RED 
ANGUS Yearling 
Bulls on moderate 
growing ration. 
Adrian Edwards, 
Valleyhills Angus – 
Glaslyn, SK. 
PH: 306-441-0946
� 24-28

GROWER DIRECT; 
smooth brome, 
meadow brome, 
alfalfa, timothy, 
clovers, Cicer 
Milkvetch, Sainfoil, 
custom blending 
available, delivery 
available. 
306-342-7695 or 
306-342-4290 
Glaslyn, SK, Darrel 
Siklenka. � 13-24

WANTED: Hydrau-
lic pump or pump 
kit for 460 or 560 
tractor. 
Call 306-314-1505
� 3-20

DOUCETTE Shirley
November 21, 1954– 
May 21, 1998
If we could sit in 
Heaven, even for a 
day, the pain in our 
hearts would tem-
porarily go away.
We’d put our arms 
around you and 
whisper words so 
true that living life 
without is the hard-
est thing to do.
No matter how we 
spend our time, no 
matter what we do, 
there’s no morning, 
noon, or night that 
we don’t think of 
you.
Forever loved and 
missed by Rick and 
family.

The ClassifiedsThe Classifieds
Phone

306-747-2442

Fax
306-747-3000

Email
chads@sbchron.com

P.O. Box 10, Shellbrook, SK S0J 2E0
Advertising Deadline - Friday: 4:00 p.m.

Subscriptions 
$80.00 + $4.00 (GST) = $84.00/year

Shellbrook Chronicle 
Reaching over 10,000 people 

weekly. 
Personal Classifieds: 

$16.00 for 20 words + 20¢ per 
additional word for the 1st week. 
Additional weeks: $8.00/week + GST.

Classified Display: 
$26.25/column inch. Minimum 2 
column inches = $52.50 + GST.

For All Other Advertising 
Please Contact Our Office at:

Ph: 306-747-2442 or Fax: 306-747-3000
Email: 

news: chnews@sbchron.com
advertising: chads@sbchron.com

SWNA Blanket Classifieds
Reaching almost 6 million people weekly. 

Cost for 25 words:
Saskatchewan market�...............$209.00
   Per extra word............................$5.00
Alberta market�..........................$269.00
   Per extra word............................$8.00
Manitoba market�.......................$189.00
   Eastman...................................$119.00   
   Westman..................................$119.00
   Per extra word............................$5.00
Quebec market
   English�....................................$160.00
   Per extra word............................$6.00
Atlantic market�.........................$200.00
   Per extra word............................$5.00
Also Available: Quebec (French) �.................$967.00

Enhance Your Ad (Sask. Only)
Reaching Over 330,000 People Weekly 
Size: 2 col. x 2” .................$599.00
Size: 2 col. x 4” .................$799.00
Deadline for Booking/Material 

Friday at 4 p.m.
Contact the Shellbrook Chronicle

306-747-2442
or Email:

chads@sbchron.com
All prices plus applicable taxes. 

NOTICE
This newspaper accepts advertisements in 
good faith. We advise that it is in your interest 
to investigate offers personally. Publications 
by this paper should not be taken as an 
endorsement of  the product or services offered.

Advertising Deadline is Friday 4pm

LIVESTOCK
FOR SALE

Make Money 
With The 
Classifieds

Sell your stuff with 
a little help from the 
Shellbrook 
Chronicle

Spiritwood 
Herald 

20 words for only 
$16.00 plus GST 

$8.00  for each 
additional week

• Additional words 20¢
306-747-2442

chads@
sbchron.com

I
N

M
E
M
O
R
Y

In 
Remembrances

may be put in 
the Chronicle & 

Herald for 

$25.00* 
(30 words) 

20¢ per 
additional word
Photo - $10.00 

Shellbrook Chronicle
Spiritwood Herald

Ph: 306-747-2442     
Fax: 306-747-3000

Email: chads@sbchron.com

www.shellbrookchronicle.com
www.spiritwoodherald.com

Buying?  Selling?
Try the Classifieds!
306.747.2442

SEED FOR SALE

It’s Easy
to place 

a classified!

Phone
 306-747-2442

Fax:
306-747-3000

Email: 
chads@

sbchron.com
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WANTED

Regular services, Sunday school and special services will be listed.

LUTHERAN CHURCH
Zion - Canwood
Sunday School,

Worship Sunday, 11 a.m. 
(in-person only)

St. John’s - Shellbrook
Sunday School, 

Worship Sunday, 9 a.m.
(in-person and online 

via Facebook live)
Rev. Emmanuel Aristide

------------------------
PENTECOSTAL 

CHURCH
Parkside

10:30 a.m. Worship
Pastor Lorne Valuck

306-747-3572
Shellbrook 
Adult Study

9:30 a.m.
Sun., 10:30 a.m. - Worship

Rev. Jordan Clark
306-850-0429

Canwood
Summer: 10 a.m. - Worship

Pastor Bob Wrench
306-468-2138

Leask Gospel Tabernacle
Sunday 11 a.m.

Pastor Josh
1-780-690-2100

------------------------

UNITED CHURCH
Big River
Sundays 

11 a.m.. - Worship
 at Anglican Church
Rev. Dave Whalley

306-747-2804
------------------------

ANGLICAN CHURCH
Leask - All Saint’s

Sunday Service - 9 a.m.
H.C. Service May 11 - 10 a.m.
Archdeacon Andrew Hoskin 
St. Andrew’s - Shellbrook
Sunday Service - 11 a.m.

Minister’s Warden: 
306-922-5159

------------------------
EVANGELICAL FREE

Big River
10:00 a.m. - Worship

Bible Classes 9:00 a.m.
306-469-2258
Youth Nite: 

Fridays at 7 p.m.
Mont Nebo

Sun. Worship - 11:00 a.m.
(10:30 a.m. June – August)

306-468-2525
------------------------

IMMANUEL LUTHERAN
Parkside

11 a.m. - Worship
(in-person and online 

via Facebook Live)
10 a.m. - Sunday School 

------------------------

PRESBYTERIAN
Mistawasis

Sunday worship
11:00 a.m.

Rev. Stewart Folster
------------------------

CATHOLIC CHURCH
Debden

Sun. Mass - 9:30 a.m. 
Fr. Mariusz Zajac

Big River - Sacred Heart
Sun., 11:30 a.m. - Mass

Whitefish
Sun., 2:30 p.m. - Mass.

Victoire
Sat., 7:30 p.m. - Mass.

Fr. Mariusz Zajac 
St. Agatha’s - Shellbrook

Mass - Sunday 11 a.m.
St. Henry’s - Leask

Mass - Sunday 9 a.m.
Mistawasis

1st & 3rd Sundays 1:30 p.m.
Fr. Tuan Doan

------------------------
SEVENTH DAY  

ADVENTIST
407-2nd Ave E, Shellbrook
Sat., 9:45 a.m. - Sabbath 

School
Sat., 11:00 am  -Worship

Pastor Myshan Irving
306-747-3398

Praise & Worship

Regular services, Sunday school and special services will be listed.

PARTNERS IN FAITH
Lutheran/United/

Christchurch Anglican, 
137-2nd St. W. 

Spiritwood
  Worship 1:30 p.m. 
Rev. Sarah Urano
-----------------------

UNITED /ANGLICAN
Worship Services

Glaslyn
Time is on the sign

Rev. Kun Kim
Rev. Don Skinner
-----------------------

CATHOLIC
SATURDAY

Medstead – 6:00 p.m. 
Shell Lake – 8:00 p.m.

SUNDAY
Spiritwood – 9:00 a.m.
Leoville – 11:00 a.m.

Chitek Lake – 1:00 p.m.
Everyone Welcome

Fr. Ramel Macapala 
-----------------------

COWBOY CHURCH
Spiritwood

Every Wed. Night 7 pm
Spiritwood Legion Hall

Pastor Rick Martin
-----------------------

FIELDS OF HOPE
(HOFFNUNGSFELDER)
MENNONITE CHURCH
Glenbush (May thru Sept)

10:00 am Worship
Rabbit Lake Mennonite 
Church (June thru Sept)

2nd Sunday - 10 am Worship
 -----------------------

BETHEL
Medstead

 2nd Sunday, 10 am - 
Worship

Pastor David Jensen
4th Sunday, 10 am - Worship

Pastor David Jensen
-----------------------

BELBUTTE FULL 
GOSPEL

   11 am Worship Service
-----------------------

MENNONITE BRETHREN
Glenbush

10:00 am - Sunday School
Worship 10:50 am 
-----------------------

Gideons International 
of Canada

Battlefords Camp
Phone Art Martynes 

(306) 389-4633
-----------------------

PARTNERS IN WORSHIP
Shell Lake

Worship Services
Sunday 11:00 a.m. 

Pastor Sarah Urano
306-841-7333

-----------------------
LAKELAND 

COMMUNITY CHURCH
(Corner of 1st Ave. and 4th 

St., Spiritwood)
Sun., 11 am - Worship 

Service & Sunday School
Pastor Michael Kluthe

306-883-2380

Praise & Worship

IN MEMORIAM
Rudolph Bittner

1911 – 1966 
(May 15th)

Ottelia Bittner
1920 – 2009
(May 26th)

LOVING 
MEMORIES 

OF YOU, 
MOM AND DAD

MISSING YOU
We’re missing you a 

little more
Each time we hear 

your name,
We’ve cried so 

many tears
Our hearts are 
broken just the 

same

We miss our times 
together

Things in common 
we could share,

But nothing fills the 
emptiness

Because you’re no 
longer there.

We have so many 
precious memories
To last our whole 

life through,
Each one of them 

reminders
Of how much we’re 

missing you.

Missing and 
loving you,
From all of 

your children.

MEMORIAMS
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HAVE FLYERS 
TO DISTRIBUTE?

Give us a call!

$70/1,000 
Inserts

($0.07 per insert)

Inquire for volume discounts
Target just one or as many communities as you’d 

like within our distribution area, including:
Shellbrook, Shellbrook RR, Holbein, Parkside, Leask, Marcelin, 

Blaine Lake, Canwood, Debden, Big River, Mont Nebo, 
Shell Lake, Spiritwood, Spiritwood RR, Leoville, Chitek Lake, 

Medstead, Rabbit Lake, Mayfair, Glenbush

Contact us for distribution quantities

Shellbrook Chronicle
& Spiritwood Herald

CONTACT US AT:
306-747-2442 or chads@sbchron.com
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