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Shellbrook TRC Walk connects community

Students from Shellbrook and Canwood, community members, and special guests take part in the third Honour Walk for the National 
Day for Truth and Reconciliation.

By JORDAN TWISS
Shellbrook Chronicle Reporter

Now in its third year, Shellbrook’s 
Honour Walk for the National Day for 
Truth and Reconciliation is building a 
deeper sense of community and great-
er awareness about the history of Res-
idential Schools and the Sixties Scoop, 
say organizers Nicole Erb and Regan 
Buckingham.

“Each year, we are just getting more 
participation with the community, 
which is wonderful,” Erb said. 

“This year we’ve seen a lot more or-
ange shirts, a lot more ribbon skirts. 
Just bringing that awareness has been 
amazing for this community I think,” 

she added, noting that she’s seeing 
this in both the community and in her 
work as a social worker.

Working alongside their staff at Ev-
ergreen Oasis Counselling and Con-
sulting, Erb and Buckingham brought 
the first Honour Walk to Shellbrook 
Elementary School and W.P. Sandin 
High School based off a suggestion 
by team member Kelsey Gerow, who 
provides counselling services at John 
Keenatch High School on the Big River 
First Nation.

Though the first walk came together 
at the last minute, it was well received 
by the schools and the broader com-
munity. And so, it only made sense to 
make it an annual event.

“We aren’t able to fix what occurred,” 
Erb said. “We can just now reconcile, 
and this is how we can do it. If we can 
just bring more awareness, and contin-
ue supporting everybody that will just 
help.”

“It will help build and foster relation-
ships,” Buckingham added.

After last year’s Honour Walk, Erb 
and Buckingham said their focus was 
on finding ways to make the day big-
ger and better every year. At this year’s 
walk, held on Tuesday, Sept. 30, they 
did that by inviting Kindergarten to 
Grade 8 students from Canwood Com-
munity School in commemorating the 
day, as well as special guests from the 
James Smith Cree Nation.

The morning unofficially began at the 
Evergreen Oasis headquarters, where 
community members gathered to walk 
over to W.P. Sandin High School. Once 
there, students and staff from all three 
schools assembled in the gymnasium 
along with the special guests for a brief 
ceremony and presentation.

Buckingham kicked things off by 
welcoming attendees and offering the 
customary Treaty 6 land acknowledge-
ment. Then, she read the educational 
book Today is Orange Shirt Day by 
Phyllis Webstad and Natassia Davies, 
and turned the microphone over to the 
special guests, who began with a tradi-
tional honour song.

Continued on page 2
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Continued from 1
Next, Elder Edward 

led all those gathered 
in a prayer, said in En-
glish and in Cree, before 
sharing his own moth-
er’s Residential School 
experiences.

“Many years went by, 
and she kept her story 
secret,” he said, noting 
that she set her experi-
ences aside and focused 
on raising her family of 
14 people. “There was 

many nights she’d cry. 
She had trauma. We 
didn’t know about trau-
ma during that time.”

Elder Edward recalled 
that every summer, 
his father would take 
him and his siblings 
up to the forest, where 
they’d spend four or five 
months living off the 
land. His father’s hope, 
he said, was that his 
children would never 
have to go through what 

their mother experi-
enced.

Those who went to 
Residential Schools, of-
ten by being taken from 
their homes at a young 
age, had everything sto-
len from them — their 
culture and traditions, 
their language, their 
knowledge of how to live 
off the land, and even 
their hair.

“There were children 
crying in the middle 
of the night,” Elder 
Edward said. “Many 
kids ran away and they 
didn’t make it back. 
They didn’t make it back 
home. They didn’t make 
it anywhere.”

For Elder Edward’s 
family, the way forward 
became clear.

“If we’re going to sur-
vive in this world, we 
are going to have to 
learn their ways.  We are 
going to have to educate 
ourselves to keep up,” he 
said, recalling a conver-
sation his parents and 

grandparents once had. 
“It doesn’t mean you 
lose your language. You 
just speak it at home.”

Following his presen-
tation, Elder Edward led 
the special guests in a 
demonstration of a tra-
ditional song and dance. 
Then, the Honour Walk 
began, with the Town of 

Shellbrook’s CSO lead-
ing the procession up 
and down Main Street 
and back to the school.

For Buckingham, lis-
tening to stories like 
those shared by El-
der Edward are vital 
to reducing the stigma 
around mental health 
and moving forward 

with Truth and Recon-
ciliation.

“It helps when it’s a 
lived experience. It hits 
home with people, and 
they realize that this 
truly did happen,” she 
said. “Even though you 
may not have lived it, 
you can empathize with 
somebody who has.”

Shellbrook TRC Walk connects community

Spiritwood Library flies high

Elder Edward from the James Smith Cree Nation leads a traditional 
dance.

[Section 77 of the Act] 

Notice of 
Abandonment of Poll

Whereas a poll is not required pursuant to The Local 
Government Election Act, 2015 for the office of:

Councillor: Village of Debden
I hereby give public notice that no voting for the said 
office will take place and the following persons are 
elected by acclamation:

Denise Dumais
Dated at Debden, Saskatchewan this 2nd day of 
October, 2025.
			                  Tamara Couture
			                 Returning Officer

25102DS3

RESORT VILLAGE OF BIG SHELL
NOTICE TO THE PUBLIC
Public Notice is hereby given that the Council of Resort 
Village of Big Shell intends to adopt bylaws under The 
Planning and Development Act, 2007 to amend Bylaw 3-85 
known as the Zoning Bylaw. 
Intent: The proposed bylaw will rezone the affected area 
currently zoned as R1 – Reserve to R – Residential for the 
development of area for residential lots. 
Affected Area: The affected area of land is legally described 
as R1 SW 49-08-W3rd Meridian, lying between Lot 8 Block 
1 Plan #89B15672 and Lot 9 Block 1 Plan #101891774 of 
Big Shell, Saskatchewan, which is shown in the shaded area 
of the map which appears as part of this notice.

Reason: The reason of the proposed amendment is to allow 
for the development of possibly selling two (2) titled lots. 
Public Inspection: Any person may inspect the bylaw(s) by 
contacting Tara Bueckert at (306) 427-2272 or by email at 
villagebigshell@gmail.com Monday to Friday. Copies are 
available at cost.
Public Hearing: A public meeting will be held on October 
17th, 2025 at 7:30 p.m. at the Hall, 229 Loon Drive, Resort 
Village of Big Shell, Saskatchewan to discuss the proposal.
Any person(s) who wish to comment to the proposed 
bylaw amendments may file a written comment, stating 
clearly their reason for their opposition/support, with 
the administrator of the Resort Village of Big Shell at the 
address below. All written notices must be received by the 
administrator by 3:30 p.m. on Friday October 17th, 2025.

Resort Village of Big Shell
Box 130
Shell Lake, SK  S0J 2G0

Issued at Shell Lake, Sask., this 2nd day of October, 2025
Tara Bueckert, Administrator 

Elder Edward from the James Smith Cree Na-
tion shares stories during Shellbrook’s Hon-
our Walk for the National Day for Truth and 
Reconciliation.

The Spiritwood Public Library was soaring to 
new heights on Wednesday, Sept. 24, for the 
Early  Dismissal Program. Each child coloured 
their own cardboard helicopters, assembled 
and then flew them. Lots of fun was had seeing 
how high and how long each helicopter would 
stay in the air. 
� By HEATHER GATZKE, Branch Librarian



By JORDAN TWISS
Shellbrook Chronicle 

Reporter

When Holbein area 
author Wanita Koczka 
retired in 2020, after 
working 40 years in 
corrections, she had a 
clear vision for how her 
retirement would play 
out.

“My hope was that 
I would spend more 
time with my mom. 
But then COVID-19 hit, 
and my mom was at a 
care home in Prince Al-
bert... and we couldn’t 
spend time together 
because everybody was 
social distancing and 
they closed all the care 
homes down,” Koczka 
said.

Wanita’s mother, 
Mary Koczka, passed in 
May 2021 at the age of 
97, leaving Wanita lost 
and wondering how she 
was going to spend all 
the time she’d planned 
to spend with her mom.

Having always want-
ed to write, Wanita felt 
this would be a good 
use of her alone time, 
but was left with the 
question of what to 
write about. In the end, 
a Christmastime visit to 
her mother’s care home 
gave her the inspiration 
she needed.

“It felt like having 
Christmas there with 
my mom. It was such a 
beautiful and yet heart-
breaking experience to 
have my first Christmas 
without my mom,” she 
said.

“You’re supposed to 
write what you know, 
and I know my mom, 
so I decided to write a 
book that was a tribute 
to her.”

The book she started 
writing, Courage and a 
Castle, became an un-
conventional memoir 
about her mother’s life, 
with parts written in 
Mary’s voice and oth-
ers from Wanita’s own 
perspective on how her 

mother lived her life.
Born Sept. 5, 1923, 

Mary grew up on a 
farm near Carmel, 
Sask. Though she en-
joyed school, her rural 
upbringing limited her 
ability to attend, and 
she stopped going alto-
gether after Grade 8.

Soon after, at her 
father’s urging, she 
moved to Viscount, 
Sask., to work for a fam-
ily. There, she met her 
future husband, John 
Koczka. 

Married in 1945, the 
couple envisioned a 
quiet life of raising a 
big family on a farm. 
But when this vision 
didn’t materialize, they 
moved to Saskatoon 
and got jobs at St. Paul’s 
Hospital. Here, too, 
they met roadblocks 
to their dreams, when 
John’s arm was serious-
ly injured while fixing 
a part on a machine in 
the hospital’s laundry 
room.

“That set the stage 
for a different life than 
what they had planned,” 
Wanita said. “He was 
going to be a station-
ary engineer and look 
after the family. Mom’s 
dream was to have a big 
family and be a good 
mother.”

After John’s inju-
ry, doctors wanted to 
amputate his arm, but 
he refused. Over the 
next five years, he en-
dured 13 surgeries and 
worked as much as he 
was able, and his and 
Mary’s resourcefulness 

ensured their children 
were always taken care 
of.

After John lost his 
job in 1962, however, 
Mary’s life took yet an-
other turn.

“My mom had to take 
up the role of the bread-
winner for the family in 
the early 60s. That was 
unusual at that time,” 
Wanita said. “We, as 
kids, were wondering 
how we were going to 
survive with our moth-
er working.”

Mary’s need for 
steady work to support 
her family led her to the 
Bessborough Hotel (the 
castle from the mem-
oir’s title), where she 
started out as a cham-
ber maid and worked 
her way up to the role 
of housekeeper by the 
time she retired.

“Like the Bessbor-
ough was an anchor for 
the city, it was an an-
chor for mom and our 
family, because it pro-
vided her the opportu-
nity to work and pay the 
bills,” Wanita said. 

“But it was more than 
that for her. She had al-
ways dreamed of even 

going inside the Bess-
borough, and she felt 
honoured that she got 
to work there.”

Mary’s life was de-
fined by more hard-
ships after this, includ-
ing the death of John 
in 1980, and the loss of 
two sons — Wallace and 
Wesley. But Wanita says 
she endured it all with 
hope, faith, kindness, 
and unconditional love.

Capturing all this 
wasn’t easy, Wanita ad-
mits, but she says the 
most challenging part 
of writing Courage and 
a Castle was finding the 
right voice to tell her 
mother’s story.

“I started writing it 
like I was narrating in 
third person, which felt 
very cold, but it was 
part of my grieving. I 
had to stay at a distance 
to start with, otherwise 
I would have just cried 
all day,” Wanita said.

“It took me a long time 
to own what I was writ-
ing. Once I did that and 
wrote it from my per-
spective on my mom’s 
life and the things that 
were significant to her, 
it felt true.”

Helping Wanita along 
the way was her writing 
circle, and the eventual 
publisher of Courage 
and a Castle, Wood 
Dragon Books.

With the book now 
out in the world, Wan-
ita hopes it will encour-

age readers to reflect on 
their own mothers, and 
that they’ll walk away 
feeling optimistic about 
overcoming any chal-
lenges they may be fac-
ing in their own lives.

“In the end, it’s a feel 
good story,” she said.

Holbein author honours mother’s life

Holbein area author 
Wanita Koczka.
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FARM LAND FOR SALE 
BY ONGOING TENDER

The following property will be offered for sale by tender under the 
direction of Kirkham Law Office:

NW 36-46-12 W3 EXT 1 & 2, Sfc. Pcl. # 130481669/ 130395371/ 
130416375 (Approx. 162 acres less a proposed subdivision of 

approximately 32 acres)
RM of Meeting Lake #466, Sask.

Assessed Value: $146, 615.00
Cultivated acres: 113

SW 36-46-12 W3 EXT 1, 25 & 27, Sfc. Pcl. # 130416364/ 
150496106/ 150496128 (Approx. 145 acres)

RM of Meeting Lake #466, Sask.

Assessed Value: $138,765.00
Cultivated acres: 127

TERMS:
1.	 All bids must be submitted in writing and delivered to Kirkham 

Law Office at the address below by noon on Friday, October 
17th, 2025.

2.	 Bidding will be conducted by ongoing tender. Once all 
qualifying bids are received all bidders will be informed of 
the highest bid on each quarter they have bid on. Bidders will 
then be provided the opportunity to declare their bid final or 
to increase their bid by at least 2% above the last highest bid. 
Once all bidders have declared their final bid the bidders shall 
be informed of the vendor’s decision.

3.	 All bids must be in writing and accompanied by a certified 
payment or solicitor’s trust cheque in the amount of 10% 
of the bid made payable to “Kirkham Law Office”. If the bid is 
unsuccessful the certified payment will be returned to the 
bidder without interest.

4.	 Within 15 days of the opening of bids, the successful bidder 
shall provide either:
a) the balance of the purchase price; or
b) payment of a sum equal to the difference between the 
balance of the purchase price and any mortgage financing, 
together with an unconditional and unequivocal letter of 
commitment from a recognized financial institution to the 
mortgagee to finance within 15 days of the confirmation of 
sale, the successful bidder’s purchase of the land for the price 
stated in the bid
c) Possession date of farmland will coincide will full payment of 
land. Purchaser will be responsible for all 2026 property taxes 
from date of possession forward.

5.	 If the successful bidder does not complete the purchase on 
the terms and within the time specified, the deposit will be 
forfeited.

6.	 The highest or any bid may not necessarily be accepted.

7.	 Property sold “As Is”

KIRKHAM LAW OFFICE
1652 – 100 Street

NORTH BATTLEFORD, SK S9A 0W6
Att: Randy Kirkham

Phone: (306) 446-2900; Fax: (306) 446-2242
km.law@sasktel.net

FARM LAND FOR SALE 
BY TENDER

The following property will be offered for sale by tender under the 
direction of Randy Kirkham, Barrister and Solicitor:

2025 Assessment
NW 02-51-12 W3                157 acres                $307,900.00

RM OF SPIRITWOOD NO. 496

1.	 All bids must be submitted in writing and delivered to Kirkham 
Law Office at the address below by Noon on Friday, October 
24th, 2025.

2.	 This is the home quarter and includes the following:
1980 bungalow approximately 1100 sq ft with deck
Detached 24x48 garage
Storage shed 12x20
1-Good well
Fuel shed 8x12
24x24 barn built in the 90s
Corrals with steel gates
4-Steel Bins on cement floors approximately 1500 bushels each
100 acres seeded to hay all fenced with some cross fencing
Mature wind break around the yard
Property located half mile off the highway and 6 miles out of 
Spiritwood, SK

3.	 Each bid shall be accompanied by a certified cheque or 
solicitor’s trust cheque in the amount of 10% of the bid made 
payable to “Kirkham Law Office”. If the bid is unacceptable the 
certified cheque or the solicitor’s trust cheque shall be returned 
to the bidder.

4.	 Within 15 days of the opening of bids, the successful bidder 
shall provide either:
a) the balance of the purchase price; or
b) payment of a sum equal to the difference between the 
balance of the purchase price and any mortgage financing, 
together with an unconditional and unequivocal letter of 
commitment from a recognized financial institution to the 
mortgagee to finance within 15 days of the confirmation of 
sale, the successful bidder’s purchase of the land for the price 
stated in the bid
c) Possession date of farmland November 14, 2025. Purchaser 
responsible for all 2026 property taxes.

5.	 If the successful bidder does not complete the purchase on 
the terms and within the time specified, the deposit will be 
forfeited.

6.	 The sale of the lands shall be subject to the existing SaskPower 
easements.

7.	 The highest or any bid may not necessarily be accepted.

KIRKHAM LAW OFFICE
1652 – 100 Street

NORTH BATTLEFORD, SK S9A 0W6
Att: Randy Kirkham

Phone: (306) 446-2900; Fax: (306) 446-2242
km.law@sasktel.net

ATTENTION: COMMUNITY 
EVENT ORGANIZERS

HAVE A COMMUNITY EVENT COMING UP?

TAKE ADVANTAGE OF OUR 
COMMUNITY CALENDAR DEAL:

$60 + GST GETS YOU A 2x2 (bus. card size) 
AD FOR ONE WEEK PLUS AN EVENT 

LISTING IN OUR COMMUNITY CALENDAR 
FOR AN ADDITIONAL 2 WEEKS

THAT’S 3 WEEKS WORTH OF ADVERTISING, 
DIVIDED UP HOWEVER YOU WISH!

OUR PAPER IS DELIVERED TO 18 COMMUNITIES WEEKLY

PHONE: 306.747.2442
EMAIL: CHADS@SBCHRON.COM
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This year, for the 85th 
year, Canadians who work 
in the news business have 
the privilege of celebrating 
National Newspapers Week 
from Oct. 5 to Oct. 11.

I call it a privilege, be-
cause in many countries 
around the world, those in 
power exercise complete 
control over the informa-
tion their citizens receive, 
and a free press is a foreign 
notion.

Globally speaking, data 
gathered annually by the 
journalistic advocacy group Reporters 
Without Borders suggests the press is 
getting less free.

In its 2025 World Press Freedom In-
dex, for instance, four of five indicators 
Reporters Without Borders uses to 
gauge freedom of the press – economic, 
legal, political, and social – continued 
steady declines that started in 2023 or 
earlier. Only one indicator – security – 
improved during this timeframe.

Factoring these five indicators to-
gether, Reporters Without Borders 
came up with a global press freedom 
score of 54.7 out of 100 – a score, it 
says, that means the global state of 
press freedom is “difficult.”

Worryingly, press freedom in Cana-
da appears to be following the global 
trend of decline. From 2024 to 2025, 
Canada dropped to 21st from 14th in 
the press freedom rankings, thanks to 
declining scores across all five indica-

tors.
Overall, Canada received 

a grade of “satisfactory” on 
press freedom, which is bet-
ter than the vast majority of 
the 180 countries for which 
information was gathered, 
but hardly something to cel-
ebrate.

Looking at the positives, 
Canadian journalists (and 
all Canadians) are fortunate 
to have freedom of the press 
enshrined in the Charter of 
Rights and Freedoms, and 
journalists are largely able 

to do their work without fearing for 
their personal security. 

However, on the economic front, Ca-
nadian news outlets of all sizes contin-
ue to face financial pressures caused 
by the migration of advertising reve-
nues to social media platforms. Since 
2008, Canada has lost 252 local media 
outlets, leaving an estimated 2.5 mil-
lion Canadians without access to local 
news sources that provide coverage of 
their communities and municipal gov-
ernments.

And the harms of social media hav-
en’t just been economic. 

Platforms like Facebook and Twitter 
have become 24/7 rumour mills and 
breeding grounds for conspiracy theo-
ries, eroding the public’s trust in tradi-
tional news outlets. As AI proliferates 
and becomes more sophisticated, it’s 
only going to become more difficult to 
distinguish fact from fiction.

Equally problematic for Canadian 
news outlets is the current political cli-
mate in Canada at present.

As politics has become more heat-
ed and divisive in the United States – 
thanks in large part to the often hate-
ful and threatening rhetoric President 
Donald Trump has popularized – Ca-
nadian politics has followed suit.

At the beginning of the year, we saw 
Mr. Trump ban the Associated Press 
journalists from the White House be-
cause they continued using the term 
“Gulf of Mexico.” He’s also attempted 
to sue the Wall Street Journal and New 
York Times over their negative cover-
age of him.

In Canada, Conservative Party Lead-

er Pierre Poilievre has seemed to be 
drawing inspiration from Mr. Trump, 
at times refusing to take questions 
from publications that haven’t been 
pre-approved. And during the last fed-
eral election campaign, he broke with 
decades of tradition by barring jour-
nalists from travelling with him.

Any threat to a free press is a threat 
to the very foundations of Canadian 
democracy. 

The good news is, there’s still time 
to act and foster change that will pre-
serve freedom of the press and the 
Canada we love.

During National Newspapers Week, 
and every day, we must fight to keep 
the news and the truth alive.

Global trends show 
threats to free press
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR: In the interest of readers of this 
newspaper, we will publish opinions of our readers. Letters 
To The Editor are most welcome; however, they must be 
signed and include writer’s contact information and will only 
be published with the writer’s name on it. Letters should be 
limited in length and be typed or clearly written. We reserve 
the right to edit letters depending on available space.

Member of 

Dear editor,
It’s never too early to 

become a volunteer in 
the community of Big 
River. 

With the Community 
Auction just around the 
corner, three young la-
dies spent an afternoon 
at the Co-op promoting 
ticket sales. They greet-
ed every passerby with 
smiles, and no one could 

resist stopping to make a 
purchase.

Big River is well known 
for its volunteer com-
munity support in every 
way, whether it be orga-
nizing the Community 
Auction, volunteering, 
prepping the supper, sell-
ing tickets, donating, or 
of course showing up on 
the day of the Communi-
ty Auction to place bids.  

The event is organized 
by the Big River Rec-
reation Improvement 
Association. Donations 
rolled in and Hazel Hyl-
lestad, Goldie Sjorgen, 
and Naya Hyllestad 
played an important 
role by selling over $400 
worth of tickets on the 
air fryer. Way to go girls!

Maisie Krienke,
Big River, Sask.

Community support starts young

From left to right: Hazel Hyllestad, Goldie Sjorgen, and Naya Hyllestad.
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Canadians need factual, fact-checked information
By PAUL DEEGAN

News Media Canada President

In their 2018 book Truth Decay, Jennifer Ka-
vanagh and Michael D. Rich of the RAND Cor-
poration wrote about the role news publishers 
and broadcasters play in mediating information 
— separating fact from fiction. They differentiate 
between these businesses and Big Tech platforms, 
arguing that because the former can be sued for 
defamation and hold themselves to journalistic 
standards, they remain accountable.

According to Kavanagh and Rich, “the filters and 
algorithms embedded in social media platforms 
and search engines, such as Google, contribute to 

Truth Decay — and particularly to increasing dis-
agreement and the blurring of the distinction be-
tween opinion and fact — by inserting bias into the 
types of information a person is likely to encounter 
or engage with.”

In the seven years since their book was pub-
lished, generative artificial intelligence has com-
pounded the problem. AI companies are flagrantly 
scraping and summarizing content directly from 
published news articles. This is theft on an indus-
trial scale – plain and simple.

Publishers are being harmed because these AI 
overviews are so detailed that the reader often 
stays within Big Tech’s walled garden, rather than 
being pointed electronically to news websites via 
links. No clicks mean no money for publishers to 
reinvest in fact-based, fact-checked journalism.

Readers are being harmed, too. All too often, 
these AI overviews serve up slop: inaccurate, irrel-
evant, out of date, and even harmful information. 
In today’s attention economy, these companies 
prioritize engagement. That leaves it up to the user 
to try to separate fact from fiction.

In a world of misinformation and disinforma-
tion, we need fact-based, fact-checked journalism. 
Crowdsourcing is not journalism. There are no al-

ternative facts: there are just facts. And Canadians 
need facts to live their lives and to make informed 
decisions that empower them to participate effec-
tively in democratic processes.

“Buy Canadian” is part of the solution.
According to a recent report from Canadian 

Media Means Business, 92 per cent of digital ad 
dollars are now going to non-Canadian platforms, 
which puts the sustainability of Canadian media in 
jeopardy. Governments across Canada should not 
be spending their advertising dollars with foreign 
search and social media giants. They should walk 
the talk and “Buy Canadian.” They should follow 
the Government of Ontario’s lead and set aside a 
minimum of 25 per cent of their advertising bud-
gets for trusted news brands. And that should be 
one of the planks in the Government of Canada’s 
new Buy Canadian Policy, which seeks to ensure 
our economy is resilient and self-reliant.

Beyond ensuring federal advertising is placed in 
a brand safe manner and without any additional 
cost to the taxpayer, a federal set-aside would send 
an important signal to other orders of government 
and to the private sector about protecting Canada’s 
digital sovereignty and sustaining independent, 
commercially viable public interest journalism.

Your Two Cents~

Dear editor,
As co-founder of 

Mumm’s Sprouting 
Seeds, I am very con-
cerned about the deci-
sions the government 
will make regarding the 
management of Canada 
Post.

From our warehouse 
here in Parkside, Sask., 
we ship 8,750 parcels 
with Canada Post every 
year. Canada Post has 
been an efficient and 
reliable way to get our 
organic seed for grow-
ing sprouts and micro-
greens to our customers 

all over Canada and into 
the US.

I am hoping that the 
government listens to 
concerns from small 
businesses and the pub-
lic and keeps Canada 
Post functioning in a 
way that works for all.

Between the Canada 

Post disruptions and the 
US tariffs causing recent 
difficulties shipping par-
cels across the border, 
our 24 staff members 
have been going through 
challenging times lately.

Sincerely,
Maggie Mumm
Parkside, Sask.

NOW OPEN in Shell Lake

Reiki Healing Sessions • AromaTouch Technique 
Distant Healing • Oracle Card Readings • Teaching Reiki Classes

michelle.miller@sasktel.net

By Appointment Only
www.MichelleMMiller.com  •  306-280-3822

Spiritwood Good Health Pharmacy
120 Main St., Spiritwood, SK

Send inquires to: 
goodhealth19@sasktel.net

25102BS0

Support the local businesses that support your 

local newspaper.

PUT YOUR MONEY 
WHERE YOUR HOUSE IS  
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By JORDAN TWISS
Shellbrook Chronicle 

Reporter

A man wanted in con-
nection with an Aug. 21 
robbery on the Sturgeon 
Lake First Nation has 
been arrested.

Devin Naytowhow, 
34, was apprehended by 
the Prince Albert RCMP 
Warrant Enforcement 
and Suppression Team 
(WEST) in the commu-
nity of Little Red River, 
SK, on Sept. 24.

He was remanded into 
custody and was sched-
uled to appear in Prince 
Albert Provincial Court, 
on Oct. 6.

On the afternoon of 
Aug. 21, police received 
a report of a robbery on 
the Sturgeon Lake First 

Nation, and officers’ ini-
tial investigation deter-
mined that a male and 
a female came into the 
residence and threat-
ened the occupant with 
a knife while demanding 
the keys to their vehicle.

The male and the fe-
male then left in the 
victim’s vehicle, a black 
2017 Hyundai Accent, 
with the Saskatchewan 
plate 278 NYU. 

The victim was not 
physically injured 
during the robbery.

A few days after the 
initial report of the rob-
bery police identified 
Naytowhow as the sus-
pect. Naytowhow was 
wanted on warrant for 
a slew of charges from 
2023, including: two 
counts each of posses-

sion of a weapon for a 
dangerous purpose and 
unauthorized posses-
sion of a firearm and 
ammunition in a motor 
vehicle, and one count 
each of possession of a 
firearm knowing its pos-
session is unauthorized 
and flight from a peace 
officer.

Police say they are still 
searching for the stolen 
vehicle. 

Anyone with informa-
tion on its whereabouts 
is urged to report it to 
police by calling 306-
310-RCMP (7267). In-
formation can also be 
submitted anonymously 
by contacting Saskatch-
ewan Crime Stoppers at 
1-800-222-TIPS (8477) 
or www.saskcrimestop-
pers.com.

Suspect in Sturgeon 
Lake robbery arrested

Blaine Lake, Muskeg Lake 
FN ink agreement

By JORDAN TWISS
Shellbrook Chronicle Reporter

The Town of Blaine Lake and the 
Muskeg Lake First Nation are hop-
ing to build brighter futures for their 
communities, and are working to-
gether to do so.

In September, the First Nation 
and the Community, led by Chief 
Kelly Wolfe and Mayor Tom Mayer, 
officially signed a Memorandum of 
Understanding to strengthen the ex-
isting ties between the communities 
and lay a foundation for greater col-
laboration.

“Our communities have always 

been neighbours, but this agreement 
allows us to walk forward in a good 
way together with a shared vision,” 
Chief Wolfe said.

Though no specific projects have 
been identified, the communities 
have committed to exploring oppor-
tunities for housing development, 
business and economic growth, rec-
reation facilities and community 
spaces, and stronger, more sustain-
able futures for all residents.

“We are excited to work closer with 
Muskeg Lake Cree Nation to find op-
portunities that support growth, en-
hance services, and strengthen our 
communities,” Mayor Mayer said.

Seated, left to right: Elder Dolores Sand, Chief Kelly Wolfe, and Mayor 
Tom Mayer. Standing: Carol Lafond, Muskeg Lake Councillor, Nolan 
Kenny, Muskeg Lake Communications, Curtis Lafond, Muskeg Lake 
Councillor, Louanne Roshchuk, Blaine Lake Assistant CAO, Kim Grey-
eyes, Muskeg Lake Councillor, Jack Androsoff, Blaine Lake Councillor, 
and Barry Glencross, Blaine Lake Councillor.

Community Calendar
~

SPIRITWOOD: Wapiti Regional Library - Tuesday 10am - 5pm; Wednesday 
10am - 5pm; Thursday  1pm to 5pm; Friday 10am - 5pm
LEOVILLE: Wapiti Regional Library - Wednesday 10am - 4pm; Thursday 
10am - 4pm 
SHELL LAKE: Wapiti Regional Library - Tuesday 11am - 4pm; Wednesday 
12 pm -5 pm

~
BLAINE LAKE: Wapiti Library - Wednesday 1pm - 6pm; Thursday 1pm - 
6pm; Friday 1pm - 6pm; Saturday 10am - 3pm. Contact us for more info 306-
497-3130, www.wapitilibrary.ca.
BIG RIVER: Wapiti Library - Tuesday 11:30am - 4:30pm; Wednesday 
11:30am - 4:30pm; Thursday 11:30am - 4:30pm. Phone # 306-469-2152
CANWOOD: Canwood Branch of Wapiti Regional Library Hours: Tuesday 
9:30am - 4pm; Wednesday 10:30am - 5pm; Phone: 306-468-2501
Debden: Wapiti Library hours:  Tuesday 10am - 4pm; Wednesday 12pm - 
6pm.  Librarian: Aline Hannon
LEASK: Wapiti Library & Legacy Gallery Hours - Tuesday 9am - 2pm; 
Wednesday 2pm - 8pm; Friday 9am - 12pm
Marcelin: Wapiti Library - Saturday 10am - 2pm; Thursday 2pm - 8pm. 
For information on all your library needs, please contact 306-226-2110.
Shellbrook: Shellbrook Branch of the Wapiti Library located at 105 
Railway Ave., West (Provincial building). Library Hours: Monday 2pm - 6pm; 
Tuesday 2pm - 8pm; Wednesday 2pm - 8pm; Thursday 12pm - 6pm; Friday 10 
am - 5pm (Story Time 10:30am - 11:30am); Saturday 10am - 4pm. 

~
BIG RIVER: Alcoholics Anonymous Meeting – Every Wednesday, 7:30 pm @ 
Train Station in Big River (Railway Avenue)

~
SHELLBROOK: Shellbrook Pentecostal Assembly Presents Jim Hughes – 
Thursday, October 16, Shellbrook Theatre (101 1st Ave W). 6PM: Evolution vs 
Biblical Creation followed by a Q&A Session. All are welcome! For more infor-
mation please call: 306-747-2573. Resources will be available for purchase.
SHELLBROOK: Shellbrook Boreas Pickleball (Formerly Prairie Pickleball 
Club – Come out and try the fun & social sport of Recreational Pickleball in 
Shellbrook! New Players: Free Play and Beginner Lesson for the month of Oc-
tober! For more information or to register, phone/text: Betty Skarpinsky at 
(306)747-7377 or Dianne Roberts at (306)619-9295.
SHELLBROOK: Remembrance Day Wreath Sale – November 3 & 4, Shell-
brook Legion Hall, 10:30am to 1:30pm. Large Wreath: $50; Cross Wreath: 
$45; Small Wreath: $40. Soup available by donation.

Triple your advertising
We’ll advertise your important community event in our Community Calendar 

FREE for two weeks prior to the event with purchase of a 
2 column x 2” Display ad for only:

$60.00 plus G.S.T. - A savings of over 30%
Available to Non-Profit & Community Organizations Only

Call Now For Further Details
“Don’t miss out on letting your Community and others know of your event!”

Shellbrook Chronicle & Spiritwood Herald
Box 10, Shellbrook, SK  S0J 2E0

Ph: 306-747-2442 • Fax: 306-747-3000 • Email: chads@sbchron. com

Fire prevention week focuses 
on lithium-ion battery safety

By SPSA
Submitted

The Government of Saskatchewan 
and the Saskatchewan Public Safety 
Agency (SPSA) have proclaimed Oct. 5 
to 11, 2025, as Fire Prevention Week in 
the province.

The theme for this year’s Fire Pre-
vention Week is “Charge into Fire 
Safety: Lithium-Ion Batteries in Your 
Home.” 

“This week focuses on how import-
ant it is to buy, charge and recycle lith-
ium-ion batteries safely,” SPSA Fire 
Marshal Wayne Rodger said. “We are 
all at risk, and Fire Prevention Week is 
a great opportunity to provide safety 
education and community outreach on 
the proper use of lithium-ion batter-
ies.”

Lithium-ion batteries store a large 
amount of energy in a small space, and 
improper use such as overcharging, 
using off-brand chargers without safe-
ty certification, or exposing batteries 
to damage can result in a fire or explo-
sion. The proper disposal and recycling 
of lithium-ion batteries help prevent 
environmental hazards and reduce fire 
risks in the home and community.

“To reduce fire risks, look around 
your home - it is important to know 
which devices are powered by lithi-
um-ion batteries,” Rodger said. “Buy 
only listed products, charge devices 
safely and recycle batteries responsi-
bly.”

To learn more about Fire Preven-
tion Week and the poster contest visit: 
www.saskpublicsafety.ca/public-ed-
ucation.

Advertising Deadline is

Friday 4:00 p.m.



It was with little sur-
prise I scanned a recent 
article online which sug-
gested agricultural com-
modity prices could be in 
for a sustained downturn.

The reason of course is 
one which is perhaps the 
most frustrating for pro-
ducers, the meddling in 
trade of government.

It’s one thing to realize 
the vagaries of Mother 
Nature can impact prices 
— bumper crops, or failed 
ones, caused by weather 
impact supply and de-
mand and thus prices.

Weather is part and 
parcel of the risk farm-
ers take as a normal part 

of their business, with 
Mother Nature sort of a 
partner in things, some-
times helping and at oth-
ers hindering production.

But supply and demand 
trade only works when 
governments keep out of 
things.

The fewer artificially 
imposed barriers to trade 
there are, the better sup-
ply and demand works. 
When someone wants a 
commodity, at least in an 
unencumbered system, 
they can go out and look 
for the best deal they can 
find.

If supplies are high they 
will be able to find lower 

costs, but when supplies 
are tight they’ll need to 
pay more as others want 
the product too.

Now, never has trade 
ever been totally free, as 
there have always been 
artificially created bar-
riers. Some exist to pro-

tect domestic production, 
some to ensure local sup-
ply exists, and of course, 
as is the case today, to 
push political policy with 
agriculture as a pawn.

As in chess, the pawn is 
largely a sacrificial piece, 
and so is agriculture 
when government starts 
tossing around trade bar-
riers as a weapon in trade 
wars, which have nothing 
to do with supply and de-
mand of farm production.

That is where we are to-
day in the world in terms 
of farm trade — well, 
trade in general, but this 
is an agricultural column.

If you are looking for 

the problem today, you do 
not need to look any far-
ther than the president of 
the United States, Don-
ald Trump. For reasons 
that often seem a mystery 
even to him, Trump has 
tossed tariffs around like 
candies at a Halloween 
parade.

The tariffs, which 
seem in a constant state 
of flux to the detriment 
of free-flowing trade for 
farmers in the United 
states itself, and with 
trade partners, have sent 
markets into turmoil.

And under the threat of 
Trump imposed tariffs, 
they have become a tool 

other countries are using, 
too — the Chinese tariff 
on canola notable for Ca-
nadian Prairie farmers.

Trump isn’t going away; 
there are real fears he 
may even circumvent free 
elections to stay in pow-
er having himself used 
the word dictator. So, a 
return to normal trade is 
far from imminent.

In the face of Trump 
tariffs, and those in-
spired by him as repri-
sals, ag commodity pric-
es are under downward 
pressure and that is wor-
rying because little sug-
gests it will be a short-
term issue.

Commodity prices cratered by tariff wars

By MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE
Submitted

Warm dry conditions across the province helped pro-
ducers make significant harvest progress this week. Cur-
rently, 84 per cent of this year’s crop is in the bin, which is 
a 16 per cent increase from last week. While this is behind 
our five-year average of 92 per cent, it is slightly ahead of 
the ten-year average of 81 per cent.

Harvest progress is similar in all regions across the 
province. The southwest region leads with 87 per cent 
harvest complete but is closely followed by the west cen-
tral and northwest areas that are both at 86 per cent har-
vested. The southeast region is sitting at 84 per cent har-
vested while the northeast region is at 83 per cent. The 
east-central region is only slightly behind at 80 per cent 
harvested.  

Harvest is complete for winter wheat, fall rye and trit-
icale, with peas sitting at 99 per cent combined and len-
tils at 98 per cent. Spring wheat is 92 per cent combined, 
durum is 91 per cent, oats is 87 per cent, canary seed is 
61 per cent and barley is 94 per cent complete. Produc-
ers made significant progress on oilseed harvest this past 
week and canola is now 71 per cent, flax is 45 per cent and 
mustard is 79 per cent harvested. Chickpeas are at 56 per 
cent harvested, followed by soybeans at 42 per cent.

Minimal rain was reported across the province this 
week with the largest amount falling in the Meadow Lake 
area at 13 millimetres (mm) and 11 mm in the Loon Lake 

region.
Topsoil moisture conditions fell again this week with 

a lack of moisture reported across much of the province. 
Provincially, the cropland topsoil moisture sits at one per 
cent surplus, 49 per cent adequate, 38 per cent short and 
12 per cent very short. Hayland topsoil moisture condi-
tions are at one per cent surplus, 43 per cent adequate, 40 
per cent short and 16 per cent very short. Pasture topsoil 
moisture conditions are one per cent surplus, 34 per cent 
adequate, 39 per cent short and 26 per cent very short.  

When asked about livestock water supplies, three per 
cent of respondents said there are severe/widespread 
shortages occurring. Thirty-one per cent reported mod-
erate shortages, 16 per cent said shortages are anticipated 
and 50 per cent said there are no shortages occurring/
anticipated. Provincially 23 per cent of respondents said 
producers are worried about livestock water quality while 
the remaining 77 per cent did not have concerns at this 
time. The bulk of water concerns are related to dry weath-
er, low water levels in dugouts and decreasing water qual-
ity.  

This week, most of the crop damage was caused by high 
winds. Some producers reported winds strong enough to 
blow swaths away. The other reports of crop damage were 
caused by wildlife and waterfowl.  

With an increase in the number of machinery fires be-
ing reported, we would like to remind producers to have 
fire mitigation resources ready, blow off their combines 
regularly and take precautions when working around 

powerlines. The public is also reminded to exercise cau-
tion when encountering machinery and equipment trav-
elling on roadways.  

Northwestern Sask.
Harvest progress increased by 17 per cent over the week 

to a total of 86 per cent for the region. Winter wheat, fall 
rye, triticale, durum pea and soybean harvest is now 
complete. Lentils are very close at 99 per cent complete. 
Spring wheat is 95 per cent harvested, barley is 90 per 
cent and oats are 92 per cent. Canola harvest has pro-
gressed substantially and is now at 73 per cent harvested 
while flax is 55 per cent complete. 

A small amount of rainfall was reported in the Loon 
Lake and Meadow Lake areas. Topsoil moisture levels are 
similar to last week with cropland reported as 35 per cent 
adequate, 47 per cent short and 18 per cent very short. 
Hayland topsoil moisture for the region is 25 per cent ad-
equate, 38 per cent short and 37 per cent very short. Pas-
ture topsoil moisture is 27 per cent adequate, 36 per cent 
short and 37 per cent very short. 

Livestock water is a large concern and 41 per cent of re-
spondents were concerned about the quality. When asked 
to describe on-farm surface water supply for livestock, 
18 per cent said there are severe widespread shortages, 
59 per cent said there are moderate shortages occurring, 
six per cent said shortages are anticipated and 17 per cent 
said there are no shortages occurring or anticipated.

Crop damage this week was mostly caused by wind. 
Other damage was caused by frost, wildlife and water-
fowl. Dry conditions in certain areas have producers 
hauling water for livestock.

A complete, printable version of the Crop Report is 
available online.

Crop Report: Sept. 23 to 29
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~

Calvin 
Daniels

On Agriculture

Minutes of a Shell Lake village council meeting
(Where necessary, the following min-

utes may have been edited for clarity or 
brevity.)

Minutes of the Regular Meeting of the 
Council held in Council Chambers on 
Tuesday, August 12, 2025 commencing at 
7 p.m.

Present: Mayor Wendy Penner, Coun-
cillors Greg Ardagh, Wayne Reddekopp, 
and Al Sulymka, Administrator Tara 
Beuckert, and Foreman Jim Mayo. 

Absent: Councillor Louise Fisher.
The meeting was called to order at 6:48 

p.m. by Mayor Penner.
Ardagh: That the agenda for this meet-

ing be approved as presented. Carried
Reddekopp: That the minutes of the 

regular council meeting of July 15, 2025 
be adopted. Carried

Sulymka: That, after further review of 
sewer issues located at Lot 4 Block 11 Plan 
#102386112 with digging up the sewer 
line, we found that the kink was on the 
owners’ property. Carried

Ardagh: That the Village of Shell Lake 
Council drop the loan from $400,000 to 
$150,000 for the Shell Lake Curling Rink 
loan held at the Innovation Credit Union. 
Carried

Reddekopp: That the bank reconcilia-
tion for the month of July be accepted as 
presented. Carried

Ardagh: That the Financial Report for 
the month of July be accepted as present-
ed. Carried

Sulymka: That the list of accounts total-
ing $72,383.87, cheques numbered 301 to 
318, EFT payments and online payments 

numbered 2025166 to 2025184, be ap-
proved. Carried

Ardagh: That the Gator Utility Vehicles 
are the property of the Memorial Lake 
Regional Park. Carried

Sulymka: That all open building per-
mits are being reviewed as deficiencies 
have been completed in the time frame 
allowed that the administrator sends let-
ter to follow up. Carried

Ardagh: That the verbal Maintenance, 
Administrator, Councillors, Mayor, Fire 
Chief and Water/Sewer reports be filed as 
presented. Carried

Sulymka: That the correspondence, 
having been read, now be filed. Carried

Sulymka: That the Village of Shell 
Lake sells Lots 10 and 11 Block 8 Plan 
#102425554 for price of $27,000.00 per 

lot. Carried
Ardagh: That the Village of Shell Lake 

proceed with installing power to Lots 10 
and 11 Block 8 Plan #102425554 for a 
price of $12,202.60. Carried

Sulymka: That we give 1st reading to 
Bylaw 4-2025, To Enter Into An Agree-
ment To Sell Village Property Bylaw. Car-
ried

Ardagh: That we give 2nd reading to By-
law 4-2025, To Enter Into An Agreement 
To Sell Village Property Bylaw. Carried

Sulymka: That the Village of Shell Lake 
Council reshape the berm located at the 
East end of Memorial Drive for a cost of 
$3,774.00 and the work be done by Gory’s 
Excavating & Trenching Ltd. Carried

Sulymka: That this meeting be ad-
journed at 8:56 p.m.
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By BEVRA FEE
Spiritwood Herald Reporter

Rene and Sally Turgeon are known 
as Papa Rene and Mama Sal at their 
current restaurant venture in Spir-
itwood, Papa Rene’s Pizzeria. How-
ever, prior to their 25 years at the 
popular pizza hangout, they owned 
Flowers & Fish Hooks, a catchall that 

offered fresh flower arrangements on 
one side and bait and tackle outdoor 
equipment on the other.  

Starting it all in the 1970s, however, 
was Your Store Meats.

“We have had so many staff over 
the years, that now our employees are 
seeing photos of their parents on the 
wall from when they worked with us 
after school!” Sally said.  

For the couple’s 50th wedding anni-
versary last year, current employees 
created a collage of photos from over 
the years, and it was on display again 
as the Turgeons celebrated their 50th 
business anniversary on Oct. 3.  

“We’ve given out plenty of free cup-
cakes and cake today,” Sally said. 
“Mind you, Rene is generous and 
doesn’t mind when the high school 
kids take two.”  

That personal touch and open-heart-
ed approach to business could be not-
ed as the key to the Turgeons’ busi-
ness success over the years.  

Sally wouldn’t hazard a guess at 
how many have come and gone over 
the years, but needless to say, the 
Turgeons have been key employers 
among Spiritwood’s business com-
munity in their 50 years of doing 
business.

Spiritwood couple celebrate 50 years in business

Sally and Rene Turgeon celebrated 50 years of business in Spiritwood, serving up free cupcakes at Papa Rene’s Pizzeria on Saturday, Oct. 3.

25102DA0
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By LORRAINE 
THIBEAULT

Shellbrook Seniors Assoc.

On Sunday, Sept. 21, four local 
senior citizens, Lita Fekete, Linda 
Greba, Pat Radchuk, and Lorraine 
Thibeault travelled to Martensville to 
take in the festivities at the 1st annual 
Martensville Filipino & Multicultural 
Festival. The event mainly featured 
Filipino culture, along with Mexican 
dancers and singers and was hosted 
by the Filipino Bayanihan Communi-
ty of Martensville.

The Filipino Bayanihan is a group of 
locals who bring their culture to Mar-
tensville to celebrate through music, 
food, and dance. They have hosted a 
festival in Saskatoon, but this was the 
first one in Martensville. 

The event ran from 8 a.m. to 8 p.m.  
at the Lions Park. Vendors served a 
variety of Filipino and Asian foods 
and sold a variety of Filipino jewel-

lery and clothing. The four Shellbrook 
seniors shared five different Filipino 
foods. When we couldn’t understand 
the vendors’ explanations about the 
foods, Lita came to our rescue to let 
us know what we were eating. Pat 
and Lorraine taste-tested fried mini-
crabs which are cooked, coated and 
eaten in entirety.  

The beautiful voices of many sing-
ers lulled us this very hot afternoon. 
Songs were sung in English and in the 
Filipino language. The bands woke us 
up with their loud and lively music.  

Various groups performed Filipino 
and Mexican dances. The first per-
formers were from the Bayanihan 
Filipino community. They performed 
a traditional dance called the Igorot 
dance from the indigenous mountain 
people of Northern Luzon. 

Mexican dancers also took the 
stage. The dancers ranged from five 
years of age to adults. All the danc-
ers had colourful costumes. A more 

modern group in white and orange 
danced non-stop for half-an-hour.

When the Shellbrook group left the 

Festival to the tune of a very loud 
band, there were still three hours of 
celebration left in the Festival.

Shellbrook seniors attend Filipino Fest

A modern dance group danced non-stop for 30 minutes.
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Protect journalism. Protect the truth.

nationalnewspaperweek.ca

By REV. JORDAN CLARK
Shellbrook Pentecostal Assembly

Fear. Fear is powerful. As human 
beings we are prone to become fear-
ful in our lives; we are vulnerable to 
fear. 

I remember many times in my life 
where I was afraid. Being high off 
the ground still turns my stomach. 
Speaking in front a large group of 
people makes me fearful or nervous. 
Sometimes the future can give me 
fear; not understanding what tomor-
row brings can cause me to worry. 
Not knowing what the future of my 
daughter’s lives can also give me fear. 

Major events happen around us in 
the world can cause worry and fear 
such as the recent religious/political 
assassination of Charlie Kirk. Imag-
ine, we do not know what tomorrow 
brings, we may think it could be a 
normal day, but our lives could end, 
we could lose our job, we could be 
forced to move and sometimes these 
worries permeate in our minds. 
Fear. Worry. Doubt. Every human 
struggles with these emotions and 
thoughts. 

As Christians, we must be remind-
ed of this fact: there is nothing to fear 
in this world. Nothing. 

Oswald Chambers says, “When 
you fear man then everything in this 

world will scare you; when you fear 
God, then nothing in this world will 
scare you.” 

When someone asks me “why are 
you a Christian? How can you believe 
in the Bible?” my response is always 
“how can you NOT believe in the Bi-
ble?”  

The Bible deals with these issues 
and teaches us how to cast our fears 
on God. It reminds us how this de-
praved world is scary but there is a 
perfect, merciful and loving God who 
exists out of this sinful world offering 
his hope and salvation to this imper-
fect world. 

In Philippians 1:27-28, the Apostle 
Paul reminds the church in Philippi 
of this truth: “Only conduct your-
selves in a manner worthy of the gos-
pel of Christ, so that whether I come 
and see you or remain absent, I will 
hear of you that you are standing firm 
in one spirit, with one mind striving 
together for the faith of the gospel; in 
no way alarmed by your opponents 
— which is a sign of destruction for 
them, but of salvation for you, and 
that too, from God.”

Paul is fighting for the soul of this 
church while he is under house ar-
rest in Rome. He cares deeply about 
this church and this church is going 
through a time of inner conflict be-
tween two members of the church. 

They are getting off mission of shar-
ing the gospel of Jesus Christ in 
Philippi; a city which has a Roman 
Imperial Cult operating a major 
church for Julius Caesar in the city. 

Jesus has offered the greatest hope 
this world has ever seen. He lived a 
perfect life, died a horrific death on 
the cross, and was buried for three 
days. He walked out of that grave; He 
is still alive. The reason I no longer 
fear in this life is because I will have 
new life one day once I die; I will live 
with Christ in heaven. With my faith 
in Christ, I am saved. It is my faith 
in Christ that saves me; He gives me 
amazing hope even if I suffer in this 
life.  

Charlie Kirk was a Christian con-
servative. He shared his faith public-
ly, fearless of those who hated him for 
his politics/faith. When he was shot 
in the neck, he died on earth but con-
tinued his life in heaven by that eve-
ning — because he believed in Jesus. 
Jesus saved Him. 

We must listen to Paul. Let us con-
duct our lives considering God’s per-
fect hope instead of the world’s ugly 
fear. We must serve one another, we 
must humble ourselves in worship to 
God, we must not lash back and use 
weapons, rather we should forgive 
our transgressors and pray for our 
enemy — Christ instructed us to do 

so in Matthew 5:43-44: “You have 
heard that it was said, ‘You shall love 
your neighbor and hate your enemy. 
‘But I say to you, love your enemies 
and pray for those who persecute 
you,so that you may [ap]be sons of 
your Father who is in heaven…”

My prayer for you is to know that 
your fear does not define you. There 
is someone more powerful who exists 
that will take your fears away — His 
name is Jesus. I no longer fear what 
I used to fear. I no longer fear the fu-
ture, major attacks and world events 
also do not cause me to be fearful. 
Rather, when something big happens 
in this world, it gives me even more 
motivation to share the good news 
of Christ in this world. Jesus Christ 
casts out all fear. His perfect life, 
light and love casts out all fear.  

My faith has given me restful 
nights and a thankful heart. My faith 
has given me a thankful heart for 
what God has given and taken from 
me. I pray that you find Jesus and 
find his amazing hope, his amazing 
grace and realize there is nothing you 
have done your life that God cannot 
forgive or handle—because He de-
feated death. 

One of Charlie Kirk’s last tweets is 
a good reminder of God’s powerful 
hope in this dark world: “Jesus de-
feated death so that you can live.”

Good News
~

There is nothing to fear
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By MINISTRY OF HEALTH
Submitted

The Respiratory Syncytial Virus 
(RSV) Infant Immunization program 
in Saskatchewan is expanding to in-
clude all babies born between Octo-
ber 1 and March 31. Previously the 
program was only available to high-
risk newborns in Saskatchewan.  

“We are pleased to provide more 
Saskatchewan families with access 
to this preventative RSV treatment 
option this winter when we see high-
er rates of respiratory infections in 
newborns,” Health Minister Jeremy 
Cockrill said. “Broadening immunity 
for babies who are more susceptible 
will help prevent severe outcomes 
and added capacity pressures for our 
health care teams.” 

The antibody treatment is designed 
to protect newborn babies and in-
fants who are born during or enter-
ing their first RSV season, which oc-
curs during the late fall and winter 
months. Children who are considered 
high risk of severe RSV disease will 
continue to be covered under the pro-
gram for their first two RSV seasons.   

The RSV program is a single-dose 
injection that provides protection 
through pre-made RSV antibodies. 
The antibody injection is safe with 
minimal side effects and it shows to 
be highly effective in reducing infant 
hospitalization rates. The injection 
is currently only offered in hospital 
at the time of birth. For more infor-
mation, patients and families are 
encouraged to discuss RSV immu-
nization with their primary health 

care provider, prenatal care team and 
in-hospital health care staff.

RSV is a common virus that spreads 
quickly and easily, especially during 
colder months. The goal of the pro-
vincial immunization program is to 
provide protection when infants and 
children are most at risk of exposure 
and ensure they are protected for the 
duration of the RSV season.

RSV infects the lungs causing pneu-
monia or bronchiolitis and can lead to 
emergency room visits and hospital-
ization. RSV bronchiolitis is one of 
the most common reasons for hos-
pitalization of infants worldwide and 
has a significant impact on caregivers 
and families. Premature babies and 
infants with chronic heart or lung 
disease are at the highest risk of de-
veloping severe infections and death.

“With respiratory illness season 
posing heightened risks to our small-
est and often most vulnerable pa-
tients, the availability of the RSV im-
munization for infants presents a safe 
and timely opportunity,” Saskatche-
wan Health Authority Provincial De-
partment Head of Pediatrics Dr. Ter-
ry Klassen said. “Unlike traditional 
vaccines, the RSV immunization pro-
vides protection by introducing anti-
bodies to combat the virus if a child 
were to come into contact with it, of-
fering significant potential to reduce 
hospitalizations and severe compli-
cations in newborns during their first 
RSV season.”

The Government of Saskatchewan 
is investing a further $1.8 million for 
a total of $3 million in the Infant Im-
munization program.

Sask. expands RSV immunization coverage

New scam using Prime Minister Carney’s image
By FCAA
Submitted

The Financial and Con-
sumer Affairs Authority of 
Saskatchewan (FCAA) is 
warning Saskatchewan res-
idents of an impersonation 
scam on social media claim-
ing Prime Minister Mark 
Carney is endorsing the on-
line investment platforms 
Invictus-FX and Union 
Trade.

“Do not make investment 
decisions based on a public 
figure endorsement,” FCAA 
Securities Division Execu-
tive Director Dean Murrison 
said. “Scammers can cre-
ate fraudulent news articles 
that imitate the real media 

source. Before you consider 
investing with an entity, al-
ways check the registration 
status at aretheyregistered.
ca and do not deal with any 
unregistered entities.”

Invictus-FX claims to of-
fer Saskatchewan residents 
trading opportunities in-
cluding stocks, cryptocur-
rencies, forex, commodities, 
indices and bonds.

Union Trade claims to of-
fer Saskatchewan residents 
trading opportunities in-
cluding stocks, cryptocur-
rencies, forex, commodities, 
indices and futures.

This alert applies to the on-
line entities using the web-
sites “my Invictus-fx com” 
and “uniontrade io” (these 

URLs have been manually 
altered so as not to be inter-
active).

Invictus-FX and Union 
Trade are not registered 
with the FCAA to trade or 
sell securities or derivatives 
in Saskatchewan. The FCAA 
cautions investors and con-
sumers not to send money to 
companies that are not reg-
istered in Saskatchewan, as 
they may not be legitimate 
businesses. 

If you have invested with 
Invictus-FX, Union Trade, or 
anyone claiming to be acting 
on their behalf, contact the 
FCAA’s Securities Division 
at 306-787-5936.

In Saskatchewan, individ-
uals or companies need to 

be registered with the FCAA 
to trade or sell securities or 
derivatives. The registration 
provisions of The Securities 
Act, 1988, and accompany-
ing regulations are intended 
to ensure that only honest 
and knowledgeable people 
are registered to sell securi-
ties and derivatives and that 
their businesses are finan-
cially stable.

Tips to protect yourself:
•	 Always verify that the 

person or company is 
registered in Saskatch-
ewan to sell or advise 
about securities or deriv-
atives. To check registra-
tion, visit The Canadian 
Securities Administra-
tors’ National Registra-

tion Search at arethey-
registered.ca.

•	 Know exactly what you 
are investing in. Make 
sure you understand how 
the investment, product, 
or service works.

•	 Get a second opinion 
and seek professional 
advice about the invest-
ment.

•	 Do not allow unknown 
or unverified individuals 
to remotely access your 
computer.

•	 Never make an invest-
ment decision based on 
a public figure endorse-
ment. Scammers often 
create fake news articles 
to mimic legitimate me-
dia.

Beck sees strong support at convention
By Sask. NDP

Submitted

Three years into her 
job as Leader and fol-
lowing an election that 
doubled her party’s 
seats in the Legislature, 
Saskatchewan NDP 
Leader Carla Beck has 
received overwhelming 
support from delegates 
at the Saskatchewan 
NDP’s annual conven-
tion this weekend in 
Saskatoon. 

With the Saskatche-
wan NDP now holding 
nearly half of the seats 
in the Legislature, Beck 
pledged to keep health-
care and the rising cost 
of living at the top of 
her caucus’s agenda go-
ing into the fall session 
later this month. 

Beck received an A 
grade, with 87 per cent 
approval – the highest 
post-election leader-
ship review result in 
the history of the Sas-

katchewan NDP. 
“We are focused on 

the issues that people 
in this province care 
about – paying their 
bills, feeding their 
families and having 
healthcare when and 
where they need,” said 
Beck. “People need help 
right now, but after 18 
years the Sask. Party 
has stopped listening. 
They’re tired, out of 
touch and out for them-
selves.”  

Beck told the crowd 
of hundreds that her 
team has been travel-
ling across the prov-
ince listening to res-
idents’ concerns and 
sharing ideas. Her 
team launched a prov-
ince-wide consultation 
on the future of health-
care in Saskatchewan 
and will be introducing   
legislation this fall to 
bring in rent control. 

“Saskatchewan is 
a great province. We 

shouldn’t be ranked 
last place in Canada 
on healthcare and ed-
ucation. Hardworking 
families shouldn’t be 
living paycheque to 
paycheque while the 
Sask. Party misman-
ages our finances and 
looks after its friends,” 
said Beck. 

“Scott Moe talks 
about growth, but peo-
ple feel like our prov-
ince is going back-
wards. They see their 

grocery bills going up, 
their ERs closing and 
their kids struggling 
in underfunded class-
rooms. 

“We owe it to every-
one being left behind, 
all those looking for 
hope, to keep doing the 
work. Saskatchewan 
people deserve a gov-
ernment that’s focused 
on building a bright 
future for everyone 
that calls this province 
home.” 
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Fringe players in the 
National Hockey League 
will have special rea-
son to enjoy the 2025-
26 season, which gets 
under way this week, 
thanks to a nearly three-
week break — book 
those Caribbean vaca-
tions, boys — smack dab 
in the middle of the 82-
game regular season.

That’s because the 
league’s best players — 
McDavid, Matthews, 
Rantanen, Crosby et 
al — will be playing for 
their countries at the 
Olympic Games in Ita-
ly. The NHL schedule, 
which increases from 
82 to 84 games per team 
next year, will be dark 
from Feb. 6 until play 
resumes on Feb. 25.

Picking the various 
countries’ Olympic 
teams will be one of the 
most discussed aspects 
of the 2025-26 NHL 
season, but there are 
other hot topics, too. 
Such as …

— Can the Florida Pan-
thers pull a three-peat? 
After beating Edmonton 
in the Stanley Cup final 
in back-to-back years, 
the team re-signed al-
most all of its key play-
ers and even though star 

forward Sasha Barkov 
could miss most or all 
of the season, there’s no 
reason to believe coach 
Paul Maurice will not 
have another juggernaut 
on his hands;

— Is this the year Con-
ner Bedard breaks out? 
The Blackhawks’ phen-
om, still only 20 years 
old, is entering his third 
season, and will enjoy a 
stronger supporting cast 
thanks to a number of 
recent high draft picks. 
Bedard scored 22 goals 
in only 68 games in his 
rookie year, and slowed 
slightly in his sopho-
more year, potting 23 in 
82 games. This might be 
the year he explodes.

— Which Canadian 
teams will dominate 
this year? Winnipeg 
Jets were regular-sea-
son champs last year 
and will likely join Ed-
monton, Toronto, and 
Montreal in the play-
offs. Watch for the Can-
adiens to make the larg-
est gains because their 
youthful contingent is 
among the league’s best.

— Will this be Ovi’s 
last year? Alex Ovech-
kin broke Wayne Gretz-
ky’s career goal record 
last season, finishing 

with 897. The Russian 
star just turned 40 but 
coming off a 44-goal 
season in just 65 games 
suggests he still has 
plenty in the tank.

— How will the Toews’ 
experiment work in 
Winnipeg? Jonathan 
Toews, almost a sure-
fire Hall of Famer after 
an outstanding 15-year 
career with Chicago 
Blackhawks, missed two 
full seasons due to 
COVID-related issues. 
He signed over the sum-
mer with his hometown 
team, the Jets, and at 
age 37, is expected to 
centre the team’s second 
line. It was a big gain 
for the Jets, who picked 
up a productive player 
without having to give 
up anything in return.

— Will the Hughes’ 
brothers join forces? 
Quinn Hughes of the 
Vancouver Canucks 
is among the NHL’s 
elite defencemen. Jack 
Hughes of theNew Jer-
sey Devils is among the 
league’s elite forwards. 
Luke Hughes is not elite, 
but he’s a solid blue-
liner with the Devils. 
Hot gossip around the 
league has the brothers 
wanting to join forces, 
which would mean the 
Canucks and New Jer-
sey would have to swing 
a trade.

— Who will have the 
best sophomore season 
— Lane Hutson of Mon-
treal? Macklin Celebri-
ni of San Jose? Goalie 
Dustin Wolf of Calgary? 
Matvei Michkov of Phil-
adelphia? Or someone 
else?

Stay tuned. We’ll 
know the answers six 
months from now.

• RJ Currie of sports-
deke.com: “Recently, a 
college baseball game 
in Jacksonville was 
halted when an osprey 
dropped a fish in right 
field. Yes, well inside the 
fowl pole.”

• Michael Rosenberg 
of SI.com after the U.S. 

fell far behind Europe 
on Saturday in the Ry-
der Cup: “I can think of 
some ways for the U.S. 
to win this, but they all 
involve food poisoning.”

• Columnist Norman 
Chad, with a comment 
overheard from a com-
petitor at the Westmin-
ster Dog Show: “Several 
of the big-name pooches 
here are blogging for 
Dog World magazine.”

• Comedy guy Torben 
Rolfsen of Vancouver: 
“Greg Norman resigned 
as CEO of LIV golf. He 
said he wanted to spend 
more time with his wine 
cellar.”

• Retired quarterback 
great Peyton Manning: 
“You hear about how 
many fourth-quarter 
comebacks that a guy 
has and I think it means 
a guy screwed up in the 
first three quarters.”

• Headline at fark.
com: “Head-butting 
soccer players at risk 
of brain damage, com-
pared to players of real 
football who are already 
brain damaged.”

• Cathal Kelly of the 
Globe and Mail, writ-
ing that the Blue Jays’ 
success this year is due 
to the “little people … 

overperforming. Addi-
son Barger, Ernie Clem-
ent, Tyler Heineman, 
Eric Lauer, Brendon Lit-
tle, et al. You’ve heard of 
Murderers’ Row? The 
2025 Blue Jays are Mis-
demeanours’ Row.”

• Mike Bianchi of the 
Orlando Sentinel: “Au-
burn basketball coach 
Bruce Pearl retired ear-
lier this week and his 
son, Steven, is taking 
over the program. Hey, 
I’m not saying nepotism 
is involved here, but it 
seems the best way to 
climb the coaching lad-
der at Auburn is to start 
on daddy’s shoulders.”

• Retired Bills coach 
Marv Levy, when asked 
if an upcoming Super 
Bowl was a ‘must win’ 
for his team: “This is not 
a must win. World War 
2 was a must win.”

•	 Headline at 
fark.com: “(Cleveland 
QB Shedeur Sanders, 
whose starting quar-
terback is Joe Flacco: 
‘I know I’m capable of 
doing better than some 
current NFL QBs.’ He’ll 
definitely get some Flacc 
for that remark.”

Care to comment? 
Email brucepen-
ton2003@yahoo.ca

NHL’s hot topics waiting for answers

U18 Elks stumble in home opener against Warman
By JORDAN TWISS

Shellbrook Chronicle Reporter

The U18 AA Parkland Elks kicked 
off their 2025-2026 Regular season 
on Friday, Oct. 3, hosting the Warman 
Wildcats for their home opener.

Both teams had a case of the open-
ing game jitters in the early minutes of 
the first period on Friday night, as they 
struggled to move the puck effective-
ly and generate good scoring chances. 
However, it was the Elks who found 
their footing first, when captain Aiden 
Tait took a pass from Cohen Ball on a 
seemingly harmless rush and found the 
top shelf with a sniper shot.

The Elks kept the pressure on the 
Wildcats for the remainder of the pe-
riod, and looked sharp on their first 
power play opportunity, but ultimately 
failed to build on their lead before the 
final buzzer sounded.

As the action moved to the second 
period, it was the Elks who looked flat-
footed and the Wildcats who pounced 
on the opportunities they were given. 
With the Elks trapped in their own end, 
Grayer Johannesson took a feed from 
Hudson Sawatsky and tied the game at 
1-1 with an odd-angled shot from the 
side of the goal.

Only a minute later, after the Elks 

had a good scoring opportunity of their 
own, Drew Budd scooped up a loose 
puck and took it all the way down the 
ice to give the Wildcats a 2-1 lead.

Rallying after the pair of Wildcats 
goals, the Elks broke out on a 2-on-1 
rush that ended in a top-shelf wrist 
shot from Owen Hansen, assisted by 
Ball.

The Elks got back in their groove after 
this, applying pressure and forcing the 
Wildcats to make mistakes, until Logan 
Fisher was able to corral a loose puck 
in front of the Warman goal and blast it 
home to put the Elks up 3-2. Brady Hu-

jber earned the lone assist on the goal.
But the Wildcats had an immediate 

answer, taking advantage of some weak 
defensive play by the Elks to knot things 
back up at 3-3 on a goal from Brady Sil-
vernagle, assisted by Kaine Thiessen.

As the second period wore on, the 
Elks penalty kill put in some solid work, 
keeping the Wildcats power play on its 
toes and forcing a penalty. Then, with 
the momentum swinging back in their 
favour, the Elks struck late to reclaim 
the lead after a neutral zone turnover 
by the Wildcats. Davin Hart netted the 
goal, with Tait earning the lone assist 

on the play.
With two periods of solid hockey un-

der their belts, the Elks undermined 
themselves in the third period with an 
ill-timed penalty. The mistake allowed 
the Wildcats to pull even at 4-4 on a 
goal from Tanner Huber, assisted by 
Lucas Ireland and Charlie Evans.

Minutes later, the Wildcats took 
the lead on another goal from Huber, 
thanks to another setup from Ireland 
and Evans.

The Elks tried to tie things back up 
on the power play, but came up short 
despite a number of good scoring op-
portunities. This, combined with a 
defensive lapse behind their own net, 
allowed Huber to score his third goal 
of the period and put the Wildcats up 
6-4. Thiessen earned the lone assist on 
the goal.

With time winding down in the peri-
od, the Elks once again looked to their 
power play to get them back in the 
game. Pulling their goalie for a 6-on-4 
advantage, the Elks came close on nu-
merous occasions but couldn’t find the 
back of the net, allowing the Wildcats 
to skate away with the win.

The Elks are on the road this week-
end, travelling to Humboldt on Satur-
day, Oct. 11, for an afternoon showdown 
against the Humboldt Broncos.

Parkland Elks forward Logan Fisher blasts a shot just past Warman 
Wildcats goalie Matt Warren during the second period.
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It is with heavy hearts 
and sadness that we an-
nounce the passing of 
our dear mother Shirley 
Davidson after a short 
battle with cancer on 
September 30, 2025, 
with her family by her 

side.
 Shirley Marie Ethier 

was the fourth child of 
eight, born to Victor and 
Edna Ethier, in Bows-
man, Manitoba on No-
vember 26, 1939. At an 
early age, Shirley moved 
to Saskatchewan where 
she went to work for the 
Soulier family, provid-
ing childcare and oth-
er duties for them. The 
Soulier farm was located 
south of Kinistino, and it 
was at that time that she 
met her nearby neigh-
bor, William (Willie) 
Davidson. After a short 
courtship, Willie and 
Shirley were married 
on December 15, 1955, 
where they then resided 

and farmed on the orig-
inal Davidson home-
stead. From the union 
was born Marilyn in 
1956, Brian in 1958, and 
Allan in 1967. Shirley 
was very much part of 
the farming operation, 
and she could be found 
driving the grain truck 
every harvest.

In 1981, the family re-
located to a farm south 
of Shellbrook, Sas-
katchewan, where they 
farmed until 1997, at 
which time they moved 
into their home in Shell-
brook. In addition to 
working on the farm, 
Shirley also provided 
full time childcare for 
neighbours at both Ki-
nistino and Shellbrook. 

Willie and Shirley 
made a good team and 

you would seldom see 
one without the other. In 
December of this year, 
they would’ve reached 
their 70th wedding an-
niversary. Willie and 
Shirley always enjoyed 
dancing, and after they 
moved to Shellbrook, 
they regularly attended 
jam sessions in Can-
wood, where they en-
joyed nice meals with 
friends, as well as sing-
ing and dancing.

 Shirley was always a 
hard worker. She kept 
an immaculate house 
and always grew a large 
garden which provided 
nutritious food for her 
family all winter long. 
She loved to bake and 
cook and at a moment’s 
notice, Shirley could al-
ways put on the most de-

licious meal for anyone 
that entered the door.

 Shirley lived for her 
family, and her greatest 
joy was having all gather 
during the special occa-
sions and holidays. Shir-
ley’s family and friends 
were very important to 
her and throughout the 
years, she made a point 
to maintain regular con-
tact with them.

Shirley will be dearly 
missed as she leaves 
to mourn her passing: 
her husband, Willie, 
daughter, Marilyn 
(Louis), son, Brian 
(Gale), son, Allan 
(Joan), grandchildren, 
David (Tannis), 
Jennifer, Amanda, 
Elizabeth, and Kelsey 
(Dominik) as well as 
her great grandchildren, 

Cameron, David, 
Phoebe, William, and 
Sophia. In addition, 
she will be missed 
by her two brothers, 
Leonard and Raymond, 
and sisters-in-laws, 
Carol and Janet (Len) 
as well as numerous 
nieces and nephews 
and her many friends 
from the communities 
of Kinistino and 
Shellbrook. 

The family would like 
to thank the HomeCare 
staff and staff of Melfort 
and Shellbrook hospitals 
for providing such won-
derful care for Mom.  It 
was greatly appreciated.

At Shirley’s request, 
there will be no funeral 
and her remains will be 
interred at the Kinistino 
cemetery.

Obituaries
~

Shirley Davidson

In loving memory of 
Lucille Denise Denis

Lucille was born on No-
vember 18, 1947, in Leo-
ville, Saskatchewan and 
passed away September 
20, 2025, at the age of 77.

Lucille is loving 
remembered by her 
siblings: Annette (Emil) 
Lavallee of North 
Battleford, SK, Yvette 
(Marcel) Lavalle of 
Leask, SK, Yolande 
(Maurice) Lavallee of 

Fort Saskatchewan, AB, 
Rita (Don) Gummo of 
Sylvan Lake, AB, Leo 
(Irene Denis) of Medow 
Lake, SK, Lea Pattison 
of Red Deer, AB, Marilyn 
(Phil) Gregoire of Medow 
Lake, SK, Allain Denis 
of Grande Prairie, AB, 
Rosaire (Shelly) Denis 
of Kitscoty, AB, her 
sister-in-law: Paulette 
Denis of Chitek Lake, SK 
and numerous nieces, 
nephews, other relatives 
and friends.

Lucille was 
predeceased by her 

parents: Roger and Marie 
Anne Denis, her brothers: 
Rene, Adrien, Albert, 
and Roland, her sisters: 
Marie-Ange Denis and 
Alice Denis in infancy, 
her sisters-in-law: Elsie 
Denis and Shirley Denis, 
her nephews: Shawn 
Gregorie and Todd Denis, 
her niece: Stephanie 
Kowalski.

A funeral mass was 
held on September 27, 
2025, at Ste. Therese Ro-
man Catholic Church in 
Leoville, Saskatchewan, 
with Father Phinh Do as 

celebrant, cross bearer 
Aiden Munroe, candle 
bearers Madison Mun-
roe and Madison Vinish, 
readings were given by 
Doris Denis, and Adelle 
Craswell, offertory was 
presented by Annette La-
valle and Yvette Lavalle. 
Photo Bearer Leo Denis 
and Urn bearer Phil Gre-
gorie, a beautiful eulogy 
was read by Lea Pattison, 
music was provided by 
Shanda Laventure and 
Sheila Laventure. Lu-
cille’s final resting place 
will be the Leoville Cem-

etery.
Donations can be made 

in Lucille’s memory to 
the Residents and Family 
Council C/O Evergreen 
Health Centre.

Family and friends 
wishing to send online 
condolences are welcome 
to visit http://www.beau-
lacfuneralhome.com. 
Arrangements have been 
entrusted to the care 
of Beau “Lac” Funeral 
Home and Crematorium, 
R. Mark Muir, Funeral 
Director, Spiritwood, SK 
(306) 883-3500.

Lucille Denise Denis

In loving memory of 
Alice Margaret Heppner 

March 31, 1935 – 
September 24, 2025 

Alice Margaret was 
born in Waldheim, Sas-
katchewan on March 31, 
1935, to Peter and Tina 
Janzen. She was the 3rd 
youngest of 10 children: 7 
girls and 3 boys. 

She met Don and was 
married July 16, 1954. 
They moved to a farm in 
Belbutte but after four 
years of farming Don ap-
plied to SaskPower, this 
led to employment with 
BC Hydro and various 
communities to work in. 
Together they raised four 
children. Two girls and 

two boys, Terry, Rod, Val 
and Nancy.  

Alice kept busy as a 
housewife, baking, clean-
ing, gardening and sew-
ing. 

In her later years, Al-
ice lived at Caleb Village 
in North Battleford. She 
kept busy reading, doing 
puzzle books, playing 
games like tile rummy, 
Wii Bowling, shuffle-
board and crocheting af-
ghans for the great chil-
dren.

Alice is lovingly 
remembered by her 
daughter: Nancy 
Heppner (Owen 
Soverign), her sister: 
Adeline Martens, sister-
in-law: Hilda Janzen, 
son-in-law: Murray 
Wickstrand (Kathy), 
grandchildren: Dawn 
Hornsby, Lisa Kissick & 
Tyler Sack, Kathy & Ryan 
Power, Karla & Jean-Luc 
Vandist, Kayla & Stetson 
MacDonald, Kerri 
Heppner & Dan Prevost, 
Kristy & Jonathon 
Renkema, Kim Heppner 
and numerous great 

grandchildren, nieces 
and nephews. 

Alice was predeceased 
by her husband: Don 
Heppner, her children: 
Terry Heppner, Rod 
Heppner, Val Wickstrand, 
her son-in-law: Daryl 
Beauregard, her parents: 
Peter & Tina Janzen and 
many brothers, sisters, 
and in-laws.

A funeral service was 
held on Monday, Sep-
tember 29, 2025, at the 
Spiritwood Civic Centre, 
Spiritwood, Saskatche-
wan, with Pastor Sarah 
Urano officiating.

Donations can be made 
in Alice’s memory to: 
Battlefords Union Hospi-
tal Foundation.

Family and friends 
wishing to send online 
condolences are welcome 
to visit http://www.beau-
lacfuneralhome.com  Ar-
rangements have been 
entrusted to the care 
of Beau “Lac” Funeral 
Home and Crematorium, 
R. Mark Muir, Funeral 
Director, Spiritwood, SK 
(306) 883-3500.

Alice Margaret Heppner

Arthur Alfred Proulx
July 30, 1952 – 

September 21, 2025
Art passed away sud-

denly at home at the age 
of 73. He was raised in 
the Shell River Area and 
in 1974 married Holly 
Ann Berg who was from 
the Hawkeye Area. With-
in the first year and due 
to Holly’s father’s health, 
they moved to the Berg 
family farm which they 
later purchased. Art 
spent 24 years working 
for the Department of 
Highways which took 
him all over Saskatche-
wan. Later on, he spent 

10 years working as a 
grader operator for the 
RM of Spiritwood, all 
the while continuing 
his passion for farming, 
fishing and hunting. Af-
ter retirement he enjoyed 
camping, travelling, gar-
dening, yard work, and 
of course hunting and 
fishing.

Arthur is lovingly 
remembered by his 
wife: Holly, his siblings: 
Marcel (Eunice) Proulx, 
Denise Aberdeen, Lucille 
(Frank) Stefaniuk, Gerry 
(Sharon) Proulx, Louis 
Proulx, Earl Proulx, his 
sisters-in-law: Darlene 
Wilm, Jacquie Taylor, 
his brother-in-law: 
Dennis Busch, as well 
as numerous nieces 
and nephews and many 
friends and family.

Arthur was 
predeceased by his 
parents: Pierre and 
Catherine Proulx, his 
maternal grandparents: 
Pierre and Leofile 
Pelchat, his paternal 
grandparents: Alfred 
and Josephine Proulx, 

his brother: Denis 
Proulx, his brother-in-
law: Jim Aberdeen, his 
nephews: Bryan and 
Nicholas Proulx, his 
parents-in-law: Henry 
and Kay Berg, his sister-
in-law: Moria Busch 
and his brothers-in-law: 
Ted Sokolowski, Walter 
Taylor, and Ed Wilm.

A private family ser-
vice was held on Septem-
ber 26, 2025, at Hawkeye 
Cemetery with Delores 
Beaulac officiating. A 
beautiful eulogy was giv-
en by Anthony Proulx.

Donations in Art’s 
memory may be made 
to the Heart and Stroke 
Foundation.

Family and friends 
wishing to send online 
condolences are welcome 
to visit http://www.
beaulacfuneralhome.
com  Arrangements have 
been entrusted to the 
care of Beau “Lac” Fu-
neral Home and Crema-
torium, R. Mark Muir, 
Funeral Director, Spir-
itwood, SK (306) 883-
3500.

Arthur Alfred Proulx
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Business 
Directory

Business 
Directory

306-747-2442 • chads@sbchron.com

Glen Jantz
306-984-7634, Leoville

gcjantz@gmail.com
Licenced & Bonded

ELECTRIC

•R
ESIDENTIAL •C

O
M

M
E

R
CIAL • FARM • IN

D
U

S
T

R
IA

L
ELECTRICIAN

Weberg 
Accounting

Services
Andrea Weberg 

CPTP, DFA-TSS

306-747-2244 
Shellbrook

ACCOUNTANT

“Faces you know, people you trust at a time you need them the most”

306-747-2828 (24 hrs.)
101 Railway Ave. W., Shellbrook, SK

Monument Sales & pre-arrangements available
Shellbrook – Spiritwood – Big River – Debden  

Prince Albert – Canwood – Leask 
www.beaulacfuneralhome.com

FUNERAL SERVICES

Call today for your 
 Hearing Test!

1-306-883-3997
Hearing Aid Sales and Services

101 Main Street, Spiritwood

HEaRING CENTRE

HEARING

1-877-898-8248 (TAIT)

Shellbrook � 306-747-2896
Canwood � 306-468-2227
Leask � 306-466-4811

email: office@taitinsurance.ca
www.taitinsurance.ca

General, Health & Hail Insurance
Motor License Issuer

insurance

Law Office
DELBERT DYNNA

100A - 10th St. East
Prince Albert, SK S6V 0Y7

phone (306) 764-6856
fax (306) 763-9540

Preferred areas of practice:
Wills, Estates, Real Estate

LAWYER

Shelley Cannon, in person,
by appointment

NEW LOCATION:
236 Main St., Spiritwood
All lawyers, Monday - Friday, 
1200 Central Ave., Prince Albert

306-922-4700 or
scannon@novuslaw.ca

NOVUS LAW GROUP
Wilcox Holash McCullagh

LAWYER

Courteous, professional,
reliable, plumbing, heating,

gas fitting services

Ph: 306-747-4332
Shellbrook, Sask.

plumbingMECHANIC

• Truck and Trailer Inspections
• School Bus Inspections

• Diesel Tuning
• Diagnostics Services

• Fully Licensed

Call for more information

306-747-7711

LAWYER

Bill Cannon, in person,
by appointment

52 Main Street, Shellbrook
306-922-4700

All lawyers, Monday - Friday, 
1200 Central Ave., Prince Albert

306-922-4700

NOVUS LAW GROUP
Wilcox Holash McCullagh

ADVERTISE HERE

This Space Is 
Waiting For You
Keep Your Business In 
The Public Eye And A 

Quick Reference At Your 
Customer’s Finger Tips.

Call Today:
306-747-2442

real estate

306.883.7449
Call or text

Residential | Cottage | Agricultural | Commercial

www.heathersarrazin.com

Located in Shell 
Lake and proudly 

supporting & 
serving our local 

communities!

North Country

real estate

To Sell Ag, Residential, 
Cottage & Commercial 

Properties For You!

306-441-1625 (cell)
ssk@littleloon.ca

Shawna Schira-Kroeker
Your Local Realtor™...

Working Hard ...

Each Office Independently 
Owned & Operated 

North Country

www.shawnaschirakroeker.com

BUYING OR SELLING 
FARMLAND?

306-570-7743
skfarmland.ca

real estatereal estate

RESIDENTIAL – COMMERCIAL – FARM

Bevra Fee, Realtor®
(306) 883-7058
RE/MAX OF THE BATTLEFORDS

each office independently owned & operated

bevrafee@sasktel.net
SPIRITWOOD’S 

REALTOR®...
SERVING THE 

REGION!

1391 100th St
NORTH BATTLEFORD, SK

S9A 0V9
Office: (306) 446-8800

ADVERTISE HERE

This Space Is 
Waiting For You
Keep Your Business In 
The Public Eye And A 

Quick Reference At Your 
Customer’s Finger Tips.

Call Today:
306-747-2442

ADVERTISE HERE

This Space Is 
Waiting For You

Keep Your Business In The Public Eye And A Quick 
Reference At Your Customer’s Finger Tips.

Call Today:
306-747-2442

ADVERTISE HERE

This Space Is 
Waiting For You
Keep Your Business In 
The Public Eye And A 

Quick Reference At Your 
Customer’s Finger Tips.

Call Today:
306-747-2442

ADVERTISE HERE

This Space Is 
Waiting For You
Keep Your Business In 
The Public Eye And A 

Quick Reference At Your 
Customer’s Finger Tips.

Call Today:
306-747-2442

ADVERTISE HERE

This Space Is 
Waiting For You
Keep Your Business In 
The Public Eye And A 

Quick Reference At Your 
Customer’s Finger Tips.

Call Today:
306-747-2442

Your Guide to 
Home Services 
and Repair 
Professionals

ADVERTISE HERE

This Space Is 
Waiting For You

Keep Your Business In The Public Eye And A Quick 
Reference At Your Customer’s Finger Tips.

Call Today:
306-747-2442



FOR SALE – 1990 
23ft Rustler 5th 
Wheel Camper. 
$3,000. 
Ph: 306-951-7501 
� 2-40

The ClassifiedsThe Classifieds
Phone

306-747-2442

Fax
306-747-3000

Email
chads@sbchron.com

P.O. Box 10, Shellbrook, SK S0J 2E0
Advertising Deadline - Friday: 4:00 p.m.

Subscriptions 
$80.00 + $4.00 (GST) = $84.00/year

Shellbrook Chronicle 
Reaching over 10,000 people 

weekly. 
Personal Classifieds: 

$16.00 for 20 words + 20¢ per 
additional word for the 1st week. 
Additional weeks: $8.00/week + GST.

Classified Display: 
$26.25/column inch. Minimum 2 
column inches = $52.50 + GST.

For All Other Advertising 
Please Contact Our Office at:

Ph: 306-747-2442 or Fax: 306-747-3000
Email: 

news: chnews@sbchron.com
advertising: chads@sbchron.com

SWNA Blanket Classifieds
Reaching almost 6 million people weekly. 

Cost for 25 words:
Saskatchewan market�...............$209.00
   Per extra word............................$5.00
Alberta market�..........................$269.00
   Per extra word............................$8.00
Manitoba market�.......................$189.00
   Eastman...................................$119.00   
   Westman..................................$119.00
   Per extra word............................$5.00
Quebec market
   English�....................................$160.00
   Per extra word............................$6.00
Atlantic market�.........................$200.00
   Per extra word............................$5.00
Also Available: Quebec (French) �.................$967.00

Enhance Your Ad (Sask. Only)
Reaching Over 330,000 People Weekly 
Size: 2 col. x 2” .................$599.00
Size: 2 col. x 4” .................$799.00
Deadline for Booking/Material 

Friday at 4 p.m.
Contact the Shellbrook Chronicle

306-747-2442
or Email:

chads@sbchron.com
All prices plus applicable taxes. 

NOTICE
This newspaper accepts advertisements in 
good faith. We advise that it is in your interest 
to investigate offers personally. Publications 
by this paper should not be taken as an 
endorsement of  the product or services offered.

Shellbrook Chronicle 
& Spiritwood Herald 

The 

Shellbrook Chronicle 
& Spiritwood Herald 

are proud to serve as your trusted 
local newspaper and advertiser!

Contact us at:
306-747-2442 or chads@sbchron.com

Is your community group or non-profit 
organization holding an event?

Take advantage of our 
COMMUNITY CALENDAR
With the purchase of a 2 column x 2 inch display ad, 

we will advertise your community event in our 
Community Calendar FREE for two weeks 

prior to the event!

$60 + GST - A savings of over 30%

Don’t miss out on letting your community 
and others know about your event!

Let your community know about 
the services you offer!

*All rates are subject to applicable taxes (5% GST)

2 x 2 (Bus. Card Size) $69.00

2 x 4 $138.00

1/8 Page $189.75

1/4 Page $350.00

1/2 Page $650.00

Full Page $950.00

Colour is an additional $90

We are also your local supplier for:
• Business Cards
• Rubber Stamps
• Posters
• Paper Supplies

• Photocopies
   - Full Colour & Black/White

• Brochures
• Invoices & Forms

• Envelopes
• Cheques
• Labels
• and More!

Have flyers you need to distribute? Give us a call!

$70 per 1,000 (Inquire about volume rates)

www.shellbrookchronicle.com
www.spiritwoodherald.com

Zero In 
On New

Employees 
Classifieds

Work!
306.747.2442

chads@
sbchron.com

Place your Classified Today!
1st week 20 words $16.00 

Extra words 20¢ each
2nd week $8.00

Plus GST

Phone: 306-747-2442
Fax: 306-747-3000

Email: chads@sbchron.com
Shellbrook Chronicle
Spiritwood Herald

Regular services, Sunday school and special services will be listed.

LUTHERAN CHURCH
Zion - Canwood
Sunday School,

Worship Sunday, 11 a.m. 
(in-person only)

St. John’s - Shellbrook
Sunday School, 

Worship Sunday, 9 a.m.
(in-person and online 

via Facebook live)
Rev. Emmanuel Aristide

------------------------
PENTECOSTAL 

CHURCH
Parkside

10:30 a.m. Worship
Pastor Lorne Valuck

306-747-3572
Shellbrook 
Adult Study

9:30 a.m.
Sun., 10:30 a.m. - worship

Rev. Jordan Clark
306-850-0429

Canwood
Summer: 10 a.m. - Worship

Pastor Bob Wrench
306-468-2138

Leask Gospel Tabernacle
Sunday 11 a.m.

Pastor Josh
1-780-690-2100

------------------------

UNITED CHURCH
Big River
Sundays 

11 a.m.. - Worship
 at Anglican Church
Rev. Dave Whalley

306-747-2804
------------------------

ANGLICAN CHURCH
Leask - All Saint’s

Sunday Service - 9 a.m. 
St. Andrew’s - Shellbrook
Sunday Service - 11 a.m.

Joint H.C. Service
June 29 - 11am - St. Andrew’s
Archdeacon Andrew Hoskin

Minister’s Warden: 
306-922-5159

------------------------
EVANGELICAL FREE

Big River
10:00 a.m. - Worship
Bible Classes resume 

in the fall
306-469-2258
Youth Nite: 

Fridays at 7 p.m.
Mont Nebo

Sun. Worship - 11:00 a.m.
(10:30 a.m. June – August)

306-468-2525
------------------------

Immanuel Lutheran
Parkside

11 a.m. - Worship
(in-person and online 

via Facebook Live)
10 a.m. - Sunday School 

------------------------

PRESBYTERIAN
Mistawasis

Sunday worship
11:00 a.m.

Rev. Stewart Folster
------------------------

CATHOLIC CHURCH
Debden

Sun. Mass - 9:30 a.m. 
Fr. Mariusz Zajac

Big River - Sacred Heart
Sun., 11:30 a.m. - Mass

Whitefish
Sun., 2:30 p.m. - Mass.

Victoire
Sat., 7:30 p.m. - Mass.

Fr. Mariusz Zajac 
St. Agatha’s - Shellbrook

Mass - Sunday 9 a.m.
St. Henry’s - Leask

Mass - Sunday 11 a.m.
Mistawasis

1st & 3rd Sundays 1:30 p.m.
Fr. Tuan Doan

------------------------
SEVENTH DAY  

ADVENTIST
407-2nd Ave E, Shellbrook
Sat., 9:45 a.m. - Sabbath 

School
Sat., 11:00 am  -Worship

Pastor Myshan Irving
306-747-3398

Praise & Worship

Regular services, Sunday school and special services will be listed.

PARTNERS IN FAITH
Lutheran/United/

Christchurch Anglican, 
137-2nd St. W. 

Spiritwood
  Worship 9:00 a.m. 
Rev. Sarah Urano
-----------------------

UNITED /ANGLICAN
Worship Services

Glaslyn
Time is on the sign

Rev. Kun Kim
Rev. Don Skinner
-----------------------

CATHOLIC
SATURDAY

Medstead – 6:00 p.m. 
Shell Lake – 8:00 p.m.

SUNDAY
Spiritwood – 9:00 a.m.
Leoville – 11:00 a.m.

Chitek Lake – 1:00 p.m.
Everyone Welcome

Fr. Phinh Do 
-----------------------

COWBOY CHURCH
Spiritwood

Every 1st & 3rd Wed. 7 pm
Spiritwood Legion Hall

Pastor Rick Martin
-----------------------

FIELDS OF HOPE
(HOFFNUNGSFELDER)
MENNONITE CHURCH

Glenbush
11:00 am Worship
-----------------------

Bethel
Medstead

 2nd Sunday, 10 am - 
Worship

Pastor David Jensen
4th Sunday, 10 am - Worship

Pastor David Jensen
-----------------------

MENNONITE BRETHREN
Glenbush

10:00 am - Sunday School
Worship 10:50 am 
-----------------------

Gideons International 
of Canada

Battlefords Camp
Phone Art Martynes 

(306) 389-4633
-----------------------

PARTNERS IN WORSHIP
Shell Lake

Worship Services
Sunday 11:00 a.m. 

Pastor Sarah Urano
306-841-7333

-----------------------
LAKELAND 

COMMUNITY CHURCH
(Corner of 1st Ave. and 

4th St., Spiritwood)
Sun., 11 am - Worship 

Service & Sunday School
Pastor Michael Kluthe

306-883-2380

Praise & Worship

14   Shellbrook Chronicle & Spiritwood Herald                              www.shellbrookchronicle.com | www.spiritwoodherald.com� October 9, 2025

rec. vehicles
for sale



October 9, 2025                             www.shellbrookchronicle.com | www.spiritwoodherald.com�        Shellbrook Chronicle & Spiritwood Herald   15



16   Shellbrook Chronicle & Spiritwood Herald                             www.shellbrookchronicle.com | www.spiritwoodherald.com� October 9, 2025

By PATRICIA HANBIDGE
Orchid Horticulture

Trees have many other benefits 
which we often do not think about. 
They contribute to the health of our 
planet and help to fight against cli-
mate change. Trees have the ability 
to capture and store carbon in their 
biomass – their roots, branches and 
even their stumps. Even more excit-
ing is that the older a tree is, the bet-
ter it can absorb carbon from the at-
mosphere. Research has shown that 
almost 70% of the carbon stored in 
trees is accumulated in the last half 
of their lives. 

It is only a theory, but it is thought 
that older trees will store more car-
bon because they are at the top of the 
tree canopy and thus have consistent 
access to the sun. However, it is not 
just the height of a tree that is im-
portant, as trees will store more car-
bon in proportion to their size. This 
happens through the process of pho-
tosynthesis, where the trees will take 
the energy from the sun, and along 
with carbon dioxide from the atmo-
sphere, will convert it into carbon 
based sugars that are then stored in 
the tree and allow the tree to do its 
daily work. 

Older trees are more efficient in 
the storing of carbon as they are less 
sensitive to changing weather condi-

tions. When you look at the rings of 
life of a tree by taking a cross-section 
of the trunk, those rings tell a story. 
By studying the rings themselves, 
you are told a story by the tree. It 
tells you of years of plenty, those of 
famine and it shows that almost half 
of the carbon stored occurred in the 
last quarter to half of the life of the 
tree. We should consider the worth 
of old age trees in our battle against 
climate change. 

The areas on earth which are not 
occupied by humans are very im-
portant. Not including the oceans, 
which are also an important car-
bon storage area, forests store 
around 90% of the biomass on the 
surface of the earth. In particular, 
tropical forests remove enormous 
amounts of carbon globally every 
single year. Plants have the abili-
ty to convert carbon dioxide from 
our atmosphere into a form which 
makes it difficult to release back 
into the air. Trees, being the most 
visible part of our landscape, have 
an extremely high value. 

Green spaces in our urban areas 
are not only aesthetically pleasing, 
they actually have the ability to 
cool off urban heat islands. This 
cooling effect is fact. It is cooler to 
stand in the shade of a tree than in 
the shade of a building due to some 
of the processes that are occurring 

in the tree itself. The leaves will re-
flect light and heat back upwards 
while they are providing shade, but 
the process of transpiration will re-
lease water into the air which actu-
ally lowers the ambient temperature. 

There have been countless studies 
done which also reflect this great 
phenomenon. Urban forests do com-
bat the urban heat wave. Even a re-
duction of ten percent in the canopy 
in an urban forest can increase the 
mean temperatures in the urban 
area by up to ten degrees. The op-
posite is also true by increasing the 

urban green cover by ten percent can 
reduce that temperature increase in 
the concrete jungle to only one de-
gree. 

We all know that plants have the 
ability to improve the quality of the 
air around us. They have the ability 
to extract a wide range of air pol-
lutants that are emitted by traffic, 
industry, building materials and fur-
niture. They also release oxygen into 
the air which improves the quality of 
the air we breathe. 

Our forested areas contribute to 
flood and water management. They 

facilitate the infiltration of rain 
water into the ground so develop-
ing green spaces is essential to im-
proving our green infrastructure. 
Runoff is a concern as it has a huge 
impact on our water management 
practices. We should think about 
ensuring that our green space de-
velopment is an integral part of the 
overall plan for water management. 

So as you can see, there are both 
obvious and less obvious reasons 
to value our green spaces and espe-
cially the trees!

Hanbidge is the Lead Horticul-
turist with Orchid Horticulture. 
Find us at www.orchidhort.com; 
by email at growyourfuture@
gmail.com on facebook @orchid-
hort and on instagram at #orchid-
hort.

Trees and green spaces
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