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Shellbrook, Leask craft sales draw crowds

Cindy and Mallory Jess have a look at bookmarks and mystery books at the Shellbrook Kinettes’ Winter Market.

By JORDAN TWISS
Shellbrook Chronicle Reporter

Early Christmas shoppers had a 
plethora of unique, locally crafted 
Christmas items to peruse and pur-
chase on Nov. 15 and 16, as annu-
al Christmas craft sales rolled into 
Shellbrook and Leask.

Starting in Shellbrook on Satur-
day, the Shellbrook and District Arts 
Council’s Christmas Craft Sale con-
tinued its nearly four-decade legacy 
of showcasing local and area arti-
sans at the Shellbrook Community 
Hall, which was set up beforehand 
by members of the U18 AA Parkland 
Elks. 

All told, Shellbrook Arts Coun-

cil member Lorraine Adamson says 
there were 26 vendors with wares 
spread across 37 tables for 530 guests 
to browse through. Doing double 
duty as an organizer and a vendor, 
Adamson says all the other vendors 
she spoke to seemed happy with their 
sales on the day. Meanwhile, the 
steady stream of customers ensured 
the Community Hall was abuzz with 
activity all day long.

Calling the craft sale a “kick off” for 
people to do their Christmas shop-
ping, Adamson says one of the things 
that has made the event so enduring 
is its social nature.

“The social aspect is important,” 
she said, noting that the soup and 
sandwich lunch served up by the 

Shellbrook Royal Purple gave patrons 
even more reasons to stay and visit. 

“People may come and buy noth-
ing, or a buy a pie or some baking, but 
they wander around and get ideas. 
And a lot of them talk to the vendors 
and ask them about their craft, which 
is quite nice, too.”

Also helping to boost the craft sale, 
says Adamson, is the Shellbrook Ki-
nettes Winter Market over at the 
Shellbrook Senior’s Centre.

“It makes it worth the while to come 
to town, because there’s not just one 
event, they can go see two of them,” 
she said.

As the organization’s name implies, 
the Shellbrook and District Arts 
Council is all about promoting the 

arts within the community. That’s 
why, Adamson says, vendors at the 
craft sale need to be selling hand-
made goods, rather than corporate 
products like Tupperware or Scentsy.

As a chief fundraiser for the Arts 
Council, the craft sale helps it put on 
its annual Carol Festival each year. 
But Adamson says the Arts Council 
has more plans up its sleeve.

“We’re trying to kick off a new iden-
tity. We’ve got some new member-
ship, and we’re trying to establish a 
series of performers coming in, so 
that we can bring entertainment in,” 
she said, hoping the group will bring 
something different that will be en-
joyed by the community.

Continued on page 9
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By JORDAN TWISS
Shellbrook Chronicle 

Reporter

Following a Veterans’ 
Week filled with acts of 
remembrance in Shell-
brook’s schools and 
library, the spirit of re-
membrance remained 
strong on Tuesday, Nov. 
11, when veterans, le-
gion members, RCMP 
officers, community 
members, and dignitar-
ies filed into the Shell-
brook Theatre to pay 
tribute to those who 
have died for, served, 
and continue to serve 
Canada.

The Remembrance 
Day service began with 
the presentation of the 
colours, called for by 
Shellbrook Legion pres-
ident Alan Carswell. 
This was followed by the 
singing of “O Canada,” 
the invocational prayer 
by Padre Dave Bodvar-
son, and the singing of 
the hymn, “Great is Thy 
Faithfulness.”

Maintaining the con-
nection between faith 
and remembrance, Lo-
rette Palm read Isaiah 
chapter 1, verses 16 to 18, 
on behalf of the Shell-
brook Anglican Church, 
which call on the faith-

ful to “learn to do right, 
seek justice, and defend 
the oppressed.”

Meanwhile, Pas-
tor Jordan Clark from 
Shellbrook Pentecostal 
Assembly read Matthew 
chapter 25, verses 31 to 
40, in which Jesus re-
minds his followers that 
what they do to the most 
vulnerable, they also do 
to Him.

Taking inspiration 
from these two scrip-
ture lessons, Pastor 
Chris Dean delivered 
the morning’s sermon 
and drew parallels be-
tween the faithful and 
the men and women 
who have served Cana-
da.

“Today, we remember 
and honour the mem-
ories of those, who at 
great cost to themselves, 
served their country in 
order to serve the needs 
of others,” he said. “Peo-
ple who understood that 
service meant sacrifice, 
and considered yours 
and my safety... worthy 
of that sacrifice.”

Sharing his own scrip-
ture lesson, from Prov-
erbs chapter 4, verses 4 
and 5, Pastor Dean also 

reflected on the act of 
remembrance as an act 
of obtaining wisdom 
and learning from our 
mistakes.

“When we fail to pass 
on what we have learned 
as a society, a culture, a 
global community, we 
again and again face 
the horror and grief of 
violence, oppression, 
and waste. So, we say 
we will remember. More 
specifically, we say we 
will remember them,” 

he said.
“Let’s remember that 

they wanted something 
far better for us, and let 
us treasure and value 
it.”

As the service con-
tinued, Deacon Ron 
Johnson said the Lord’s 
Prayer, Pastor Bodvar-
son offered the bene-
diction, and all in at-
tendance observed a 
moment of silence be-
fore the reading of the 
honour roll by Shell-

brook Legion member 
Nancy Carswell.

Following this, Dan-
ay Smart sang a song, 
guests were invited to 
lay wreaths at the por-
table cenotaph set up on 
the stage, and the cer-
emony concluded with 
the retiring of the co-
lours and the singing of 
God Save the King.

All were invited to 
enjoy lunch at the Shell-
brook Legion Hall after 
the service.

Shellbrook remembers veterans’ sacrifices

Leask Legion holds Remembrance Day ceremony
By VALERIE PRIESTLEY

Leask Legion

Leask Legion #79 celebrated Remembrance Day 
Week by attending the Leask Community School 
Service, as well as hosting a service at Wheatland 
Lodge on Nov. 6. Wreaths and poppies were dis-
tributed and sold in the communities of Leask, 
Blaine Lake, Marcelin, and Muskeg Lake.  

As always, these communities showed great sup-
port, and all monies raised from this campaign 
will go to support veterans and their families. 

On Nov. 11, the Remembrance Day Service was 
held at the Leask Legion Hall, beginning at 10 
a.m., followed by a march to the Cenotaph where 
the wreaths were laid. A lovely lunch was then 
served at the Legion Hall. Approx. 140 people at-
tended and 43 wreaths were laid.  

One of the Legion’s members, Carol Lafond, had 
the good fortune to attend the 80th Anniversary 
of the Liberation of Holland, which her dad, Al-
bert Lafond, was a part of. She put together a slide 
show highlighting her experiences at this event, 
which was shown during the service.

Pastor Chris Dean delivers the Remembrance 
Day sermon.

December 6 
6 PM, MAIN STREET – PARKSIDE, SK

A Journey Under The Stars
The Christmas Story

A LIVE NARRATION EVENT

We invite you to take a walk through the historic 
event that changed the world forever. From Mary 

receiving the promise to the birth of Jesus in 
a manger, you will experience the Christmas 

story like never before.

PARKSIDE “LIGHT UP” TO FOLLOW
FOR MORE INFO: 306.714.0255
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Allison Irvine lays a wreath on behalf of Shellbrook’s First Responders.

Pastor Josh VanZandbeek delivers his Remem-
brance Day address.

Comrade Valerie Priestley officiates Leask’s 
Remembrance Day service.
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By JORDAN TWISS
Shellbrook Chronicle 

Reporter

(The following coun-
cil highlights are not 
the approved minutes 
of council for Nov. 10.) 

Shellbrook’s Town 
Council held its gov-
ernance and priorities 
meeting and regular 
meeting in person and 
via teleconference on 
Monday, Nov. 10. 

In attendance were 
Mayor Amund Otter-
son, Councillors Pam 
Boettcher, Brent Miller, 
Kathleen Nording, Ar-
lette Segberg, and Tim 
Settee, and the town’s 
CAO, Sigourney O’Hal-
ligan.

Absent was Council-
lor Cheryl Ledding.

The governance and 
priorities meeting, 
typically reserved for 
high-level longer-term 
municipal strategic 
planning saw council 
briefly discuss issues 
related to water and 
wastewater. 

In the midst of the 
discussion, Councillor 
Segberg asked if council 
could have a clearer pic-
ture of where the town 
stands with current 
loans, voicing concerns 
about tying the hands 
of future councils by 
taking on too much 
debt. 

Meanwhile, Council-
lor Miller asked if there 
were plans in place for 
the available money 
once the wastewater 
treatment plant loan 
is paid off (an annual 
budget hit of more than 
$250,000), and wheth-
er those funds could 
be directed to reserves 
to save for the future. 
Council was recep-
tive to the idea, noting 
that it would depend 
on whether or not oth-
er budgeting priorities 
cropped up.

The lion’s share of 
the governance and 
priorities meeting was 
devoted to the previ-
ous week’s recreation 
roundtable, which 
brought together the 
town and representa-
tives from communi-
ty groups in hopes of 
opening doors of com-
munication and foster-
ing collaboration.

While overall posi-
tive on how the meeting 
went, Mayor Otterson 
expressed hopes that 
future meetings would 
be more productive and 
forward-looking, not 
about looking backward 
and pointing fingers.

Perhaps the biggest 
roadblock at the meet-
ing was concern from 
community groups 
about the liability pro-
visions in the town’s 

new user agreement. 
Acknowledging the 
concerns, CAO O’Hal-
ligan noted that the 
provisions aren’t about 
shifting liability from 
the town to user groups, 
but rather about mak-
ing them aware of po-
tential liabilities.

The roundtable meet-
ing ended on a positive 
note, with a suggestion 
that the town explore 
options to bring user 
groups under its um-
brella for insurance 
and liability. However, 
Councillor Boettcher 
expressed confusion 
about why the town is 
so concerned about the 
matter.

Wrapping up the 
governance and prior-
ities meeting, Mayor 
Otterson called coun-
cil’s regular meeting to 
order, beginning with 
the customary Treaty 6 
land acknowledgement 
in recognition of Truth 
and Reconciliation. 
Then, council approved 
the meeting’s agenda, 
adopted the minutes of 
its Oct. 27 meeting, and 
moved on to the reports 
of administration and 
committees.

In her report, CAO 
O’Halligan noted that 
her current priorities 
are pre-budget plan-
ning and finalizing the 
town’s application for 

the Canada Housing 
Infrastructure Fund 
(CHIF) grant, a feder-
al-provincial-municipal 
grant the town is hop-
ing to obtain so it can 
begin work on the water 
treatment plant project.

Elsewhere, she said 
the town is in the pro-
cess of submitting a 
request to the province 
requesting an excep-
tion for its CSOs to be 
able to patrol in a 100 
km/hr zone. Mean-
while, the public works 
crew is working on 
laying gravel on main 
driveway access points 
and parking stalls at 
residences affected by 
last fall’s sewer and wa-
ter project on 1st Ave-
nue East.

In the recreation 
committee report, the 
town’s facilities man-
ager and administra-
tion were instructed to 
explore options for lia-
bility signage in town-
owned facilities.

Rounding out the re-
ports, CAO O’Halligan 
informed council that 
the Airstrip Steering 
Committee is pursuing 
grant funding to sand 
seal or put a finish on 

the runway. The grant 
is a 50 per cent match-
ing grant, and the com-
mittee has agreed to 
pay its share of the cost.

Moving to the May-
or and Council forum, 
Councillor Miller asked 
if a letter had been sent 
to Scotiabank about the 
upcoming branch clo-
sure in 2026, and was 
told it would be in the 
mail once it was signed 
by Mayor Otterson. He 
also informed coun-
cil that a family being 
sponsored by the Shell-
brook Pentecostal As-
sembly was expected to 
arrive in the communi-
ty soon.

Meanwhile, Council-
lor Boettcher expressed 
concerns about the lack 
of public skating times 
on weekends, and asked 
for something to be 
done about the weeds 
in the playground at 
Centennial Park.

Shifting to new busi-
ness, council began 
by greenlighting the 
town’s application for 
the CHIF grant for the 
water treatment plant 
project. 

In a related motion, 
it also agreed to engage 

Associated Engineer-
ing as the contractor for 
the preliminary design 
of the water treatment 
plant, as CAO O’Halli-
gan noted that having 
a contractor in place 
would make the town’s 
grant application more 
appealing. During the 
discussion, Councillor 
Miller suggested the 
town should hire an 
independent manager 
to oversee the project 
when it begins, in an ef-
fort to cut costs.

Carrying on, coun-
cil agreed to release 
$89,874.14 in funds 
the town was holding 
in trust for the former 
Rhythm Works Dance 
Studio executive fol-
lowing the sale of the 
dance studio. The funds 
will be used to renovate 
and upgrade the Shell-
brook Theatre.

Closing out the meet-
ing, Council approved 
the new Community 
Engagement - Request 
for Funding Policy, 
which sets out the cri-
teria by which appli-
cations for municipal 
funding will be judged 
to ensure every applica-
tion is treated fairly.

Highlights of a Shellbrook Town Council meeting

Big River pays tribute 
to veterans

By MAISIE KRIENKE
Submitted

The Big River Legion #136 hosted a 
special celebration on Nov. 11 to pay 
tribute to all those who have served.  
More than 130 people gathered at the 
Legion for this special service.

The Sergeant at Arms, Heath Rob-
inson, along with the Colour party 
consisting of representatives from 
the RCMP, Government of Saskatch-
ewan, fire department, ambulance, 
and air cadets opened the ceremony 
with the placement of flags as every-
one stood for singing of “O Canada”.

Reverend Dave Whalley, along with 
Bertha Smith, shared prayers and 
scripture readings. Reverend Whal-
ley outlined the many roles our Le-
gion plays in supporting the families 
of those who fought for us. 

The students of our schools dis-
played their thoughts of Remem-
brance Day by decorating the walls 
with their beautiful pieces of artwork.

Following The Lord’s Prayer, ev-
eryone stood for the singing of God 
Save The King and the Act of Remem-
brance. Peter Lamothe then directed 

everyone to the Cenotaph where more 
than 100 wreaths were presented in 
memory.

The ladies of the Legion Auxiliary 
served a delicious lunch and a great 
visiting session was then enjoyed by 
all.

“We will remember them!”

The Big River Cenotaph was 
adorned with wreaths and other 
tributes following the communi-
ty’s Remembrance Day ceremony 
on Nov. 11.
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Though Canada’s democ-
racy affords opposition 
parties the opportunity to 
take the reigning govern-
ment to task over its per-
ceived failings, budget day 
is likely the day they look 
forward to the most.

It’s the day the govern-
ment lays all its cards out 
on the table, shows the 
work in the mathematical 
equation of what it’s done, 
what it wants to do, and 
how it plans to get there.

While this means the 
spotlight shines brightest on the 
government – as news outlets break 
down the budget into the simplest 
terms for the average Canadian – 
opposition parties also get to bask in 
the glow.

Instead of lambasting the gov-
ernment on a single issue, they can 
criticize it for everything all at once 
– and, one would hope, explain how 
they could do better.

Two weeks ago, when Prime Min-
ister Mark Carney tabled his govern-
ment’s first budget with a projected 
$78.3 billion deficit, it essentially 
threw the opposition parties a slow 
pitch right down the middle of the 
plate.

An effective opposition, if Canada 
had such a thing, would have been 
able to hit it out of the park. In-
stead, the opposition parties mostly 
whiffed.

As of writing, the diminished and 
disorganized NDP hadn’t even re-
sponded to the budget, except to say 
that it would study the document 
before deciding how to vote on it, or 
whether to abstain from voting (a 
move that would effectively allow the 
budget to pass).

Apart from this, budget week 
played out as it almost always has – 
the rare exception being 1979, when 
Conservative Prime Minister Joe 
Clark’s government was toppled be-
cause it couldn’t find bipartisan sup-
port for its budget.

The Bloc Québecois, which had 
laid out a number of pre-budget de-
mands for Mr. Carney, made its lack 
of support for the budget clear, in-

troducing an amendment 
calling for an increase to 
old age security at age 65, 
interest-free loans for first-
time homebuyers, and an 
enhancement of the Cana-
da Health Transfer, among 
other things.

The amendment was 
promptly defeated by a 
coalition of Liberal, Con-
servative, and NDP MPs, 
opening the door for the 
Conservative budget 
amendment to be brought 
forward.

In a post-budget statement, the 
Conservatives called it an amend-
ment to “make Canada affordable 
again.” It proposed to eliminate the 
industrial carbon tax, cut wasteful 
spending to bring down debt, infla-
tion, and taxes, open opportunities 
for Canada by developing our prodi-
gious resources, and clear away bu-
reaucracy to build affordable homes.

Much like the Bloc’s amendment, 
the Conservatives’ amendment was 
soundly defeated, leaving only the 
final vote on the budget itself.

But rather than the spotlight be-
ing trained on the palpable tension 
around the vote and the potential 
for a winter election, it soon shifted 
to turmoil within the Conservative 
Party.

First, Acadie-Annapolis MP Chris 
d’Entremont announced he was re-
signing from the Conservative cau-
cus to join Mr. Carney’s Liberals, 
stating that he often felt like the Con-
servative Party “was part of a frat 
house rather than a serious political 
party” and criticizing the leadership 
style of Pierre Poilievre. 

Then, just two days later, Edmon-
ton-Riverbend MP Matt Jeneroux 
announced he was quitting politics 
altogether.

In the midst of these unexpected 
departures, rumours and whispers 
were swirling about other defectors 
in the Conservative Party’s ranks 
(though, no others came forward).

After he fought his way back to the 
House of Commons by winning the 
Battle River-Crowfoot by-election, 
Mr. Carney’s first budget was Mr. 

Poilievre’s first true test. 
Yet, in a week that should have had 

Mr. Carney playing defence, it was 
Mr. Poilievre who was left on the 
back foot, facing questions about the 
unity of his party.

Mr. Poilievre and his party cer-
tainly didn’t demonstrate much in 
the way of maturity with their re-
sponse to Mr. d’Entremont’s decision 
to cross the aisle, bitterly framing it 
as a betrayal rooted in his person-
al grievance over not being named 
Deputy Speaker.

If Mr. d’Entremont was the only 
Conservative to call into question 
Mr. Poilievre’s leadership style, it 
would be easy to buy in to the Con-
servative Party’s efforts to spin his 
decision to quit the party as selfish.

But multiple former Conservative 
strategists  have spoken critically 
about Mr. Poilievre’s leadership in 
just the past few months. And, al-
though the Liberals and Conserva-
tives are basically neck and neck in 
the polls, Mr. Poilievre was trailing 
far behind  Mr. Carney as Canadians’ 
preferred prime minister over the 
summer, with half of Canadians say-
ing they’d be ashamed to have him as 
their prime minister.

There comes a point when a per-
son needs to stop, reflect, and realize 
that maybe – just maybe – they’re 
part of the problem. 

Mr. Poilievre is beyond this point.
Back when he was first elected to 

Parliament in 2004, Mr. Poilievre’s 
vitriolic rhetorical style could have 
been waved off as the product of 
youthful exuberance and a lack of 
maturity and experience.

That Mr. Poilievre is still effective-
ly the same person after 21 years in 
government, speaks to an inability 
or unwillingness to change and grow 
as a person and a politician.

Last week, during his first press 
conference in the wake of losing two 
MPs, Mr. Poilievre displayed this by 
saying he won’t be changing a thing 
going forward. And when he got tired 
of facing questions, he fired back at 
one reporter with, “Are you with the 
CBC by the way?”

This is not the way for Mr. Poil-
ievre to become prime minister, or 
for the Conservative Party to form 
government.

Mr. Poilievre has tried leading the 
Conservative Party in his signature 
style ever since he became party 
leader, and we’ve seen the results. 
Not only did his leadership cost the 
party a 20+ point lead in the polls, 
it also resulted in him getting booted 
from his own seat.

If Mr. Poilievre changes nothing 
between now and the next election, 
what reason do Canadians have to 
vote for him?

Conservatives can’t ignore 
warnings about Poilievre
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By GRANT PERSON
Submitted

It was something that 
has happened countless 
times over the last 76 
years. A group of guys, 
linked by a common 
passion, met early in 
the morning to jump 
into a vehicle and travel 
down the road to rep-
resent a ball team. This 
time there was not a 
tournament to go to — 
although if the bodies 
would have allowed it, 

they would have suit-
ed up for a game — but 
there was a ceremony in 
Regina to go to. 

The annual Softball 
Saskatchewan Awards 
Luncheon was held on 
Oct. 25 to honour excel-
lence in Saskatchewan 
Softball.  There were 
14 awards presented to 
mark the achievements 
of individual players, 
umpires, organizations, 
and teams during the 
ceremony.  

The Golden Anniver-

sary Award was of par-
ticular interest to Dry 
Creek Ball Club. This 
was the first time this 
award was presented. 
Softball Saskatchewan 
felt that it needed to 
recognize teams that 
have existed for over 
50 seasons. The execu-
tive director of Softball 
Sask. said that it was a 
slam dunk that a team 
that has been in exis-
tence for 76 seasons be 
the first to be presented 
with the award. 

Throughout the last 
76 years, over 240 
players have put on 
the Dry Creek Penguin 
uniform. Thousands of 
kilometres have been 
travelled. Hundreds 
of games have been 
played. Thousands of 
great plays have been 
made. It is believed by 
many that no other ball 
team has operated un-
der the same name for 
as long as the Penguins. 

What started out as 
a team from just east 
of Canwood at the Dry 
Creek School has con-
tinued to be a name 
commonly found in the 
finals of many tour-
naments around Sas-
katchewan and Alber-
ta. Dry Creek has won 
provincial titles in 1975, 
1982, 1989 and 1998. In 

addition to these titles, 
the Penguins have also 
been in as many Pro-
vincial finals during the 
years. 

The only way that 
the team can continu-
ally be in operation for 
so many years is the 
dedication and passion 
that has been exhib-
ited by the group that 
are proud to call them-
selves Penguins. There 
is a special bond that 
exists among this group 
of players who have 
played for Dry Creek. 
This bond has led to 
lifelong friendships 
that has been evident 
throughout the many 
years on the diamonds. 

The team has spanned 
three generations of 
players. Not only have 
the players dedicated 

themselves to the team, 
countless Dry Creek 
fans have travelled to 
the many games both 
near and far in order to 
support the Penguins.

For the last two 
years, Dry Creek have 
played in the Saskatoon 
leagues using mainly 
players that have grown 
up seeing the team 
compete throughout 
the years. There is still 
a sense of pride that has 
lasted for 76 years for 
all those who have the 
chance to play for the 
Dry Creek Penguin Ball 
Club.  

The 77th season will 
soon be here and the 
players on and off the 
diamond will be once 
again be grateful to be 
on the diamond to hear 
the words, “Play Ball.”

Dry Creek Penguins receive Golden Anniversary Award

Shellbrook Curling Rink 
gets “rock solid” cleaning

Past Dry Creek Penguin players accept the team’s Golden Anniversary 
Award. From left to right: Dale Benson, Glen Person, Grant Person, Law-
rence Kvinlaug, Barry Person, Lorne Benson, and Darren Andersen.
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2025 F-150
Get $7,000 in Black Friday 

Rebates on select 2025 F-150 models
with Powerboost®.

2025 ESCAPE
Get $3,000 in Black Friday 

Rebates Plus a Bonus of $750 on 
Eligible 2025 Escape models.

2025 BRONCO SPORT
Get $2,500 in Black Friday 

Rebates Plus a Bonus of $750 on a 
2025 Bronco Sport Badlands model.

UNTIL NOVEMBER 28

Shellbrook community members volunteered their Friday evening to 
give the local curling rink and lobby a much-needed deep cleaning. Five 
of the community’s finest, equipped with great attitudes, window clean-
er, vacuums, rags, and various cleaning products, undertook a task of 
a thorough, much needed cleanup of the area. This community effort 
highlights civic pride and a commitment to maintaining local facilities, 
in addition to all they do to enable and manage. Pictured, left to right: 
Paul Beaulieu, Janet Nyberg, Gayle Draper, Tricia Bell, and Richard Bell. 
� Submitted by ANONYMOUS COMMUNITY MEMBER
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By JORDAN TWISS
Shellbrook Chronicle 

Reporter

The Prince Albert 
RCMP is seeking the 
public’s assistance in 
locating a suspect in-
volved in a string of 
armed robberies on the 
Wahpeton Dakota First 
Nation on Friday, Nov. 
7.

The detachment re-
ceived reports about 
the robberies around 
4:30 p.m. that day, and 
initial investigation de-
termined a vehicle was 
driving erratically at a 

high rate of speed on 
Whitefield Road near 
the Wahpeton Dakota 
First Nation. The vehi-
cle lost control and col-
lided with a power pole. 

The suspect, armed 
with a firearm, then at-
tempted to steal three 
other uninvolved vehi-
cles. One of those ve-
hicles left the road and 
entered a slough during 
the driver’s altercation 
with the suspect. 

The occupant of the 
third vehicle exited 
their vehicle after the 
suspect shot a firearm 
into the air; the suspect 

got in this third vehicle 
and drove away. The ve-
hicle was later located 
abandoned in Prince 
Albert by the Prince Al-
bert Police Service.

Police believe the sus-
pect may have been in-
jured as a result of the 
initial collision with the 
power pole, and have 
since identified him as 
20-year-old Kalen Felix 
from the Sturgeon Lake 
First Nation.

As a result of contin-
ued investigation, Fe-
lix has been charged 
with seven counts of 
pointing a firearm, 

five counts of uttering 
threats against a per-
son, three counts of 
robbery with a firearm, 
two counts of weapons 
possession contrary to 
order, and one count 
each of careless use of a 
firearm, possession of a 
weapon for a dangerous 
purpose, possession of 
a firearm when know-
ing possession unau-
thorized, possession of 
a restricted firearm/
prohibited weapon with 
ammunition without 
a licence/registration, 
dangerous operation 
of a motor vehicle, 
possession of proper-
ty obtained by crime 
over $5,000, operation 
while impaired of motor 
vehicle, operation while 

prohibited, assault with 
a weapon, discharge 
firearm with intent, and 
possession of a weapon 
obtained by crime.

A warrant has been 
issued for Felix’s arrest, 
and the Prince Albert 
RCMP is working to 
locate Kalen Felix and 

confirm his wellbeing.
Felix is described as 

5’7” and 140 pounds, 
with black hair and 
brown eyes, and mul-
tiple tattoos, including 
one under his eye and 
another above his eye-
brow.

Anyone who sees Fe-
lix should not approach 
him. Instead, report all 
sightings and informa-
tion on the whereabouts 
of Kalen Felix to Prince 
Albert RCMP by calling 
310-RCMP (7267). In-
formation can also be 
submitted anonymous-
ly by contacting Sas-
katchewan Crime Stop-
pers at 1-800-222-TIPS 
(8477) or www.sask-
crimestoppers.com.

RCMP seek suspect in armed robberies

Senior Elks fall to 0-2 
against Waldheim

By JORDAN TWISS
Shellbrook Chronicle Reporter

The Shellbrook Elks Senior Hock-
ey Club braved foggy conditions 
on Sunday afternoon, travelling to 
Waldheim for an early afternoon 
showdown against the Waldheim 
Warriors.

The Elks have enjoyed a slow start 
to its 2025-2026 regular season 
campaign, having only played one 
game prior to Sunday’s match. 

However, against a team who has 
had more games to work out the 
kinks and shake off the rust, the Elks 
struggled to score – even though 
they rattled off a blistering 67 shots 
to the Warriors’ 28.

The power play, more than any-
thing, was the determining factor in 
Sunday’s game, accounting for the 
first five goals.

When the Elks got into penal-
ty trouble just 90 seconds into the 
game, the Warriors wasted no time 
making them pay, going up 1-0 on a 
goal from Emmett Lehmann, assist-
ed by Nolan Enns. The Elks repaid 
the favour in the dying minutes of 
the first period, with Cole Duper-
reault scoring on assists from Bren-
don Beaulac and Dallas Galloway.

The second period belonged en-
tirely to the Warriors, as they scored 
back-to-back power play goals, less 
than two minutes apart, just past the 
midway point of the period to go up 
3-1. Lehmann scored the first goal, 
on an assist from Rylan Schmidt, 
and Mike Baron scored the second, 
with an assist from Graydon Troesh.

When the action moved to the 
third period, the Elks got the power 
play scoring started, closing the gap 
to 3-2 on a goal from Levi Logan, as-
sisted by Duperreault and Galloway.

But this was as close as the Elks 
would get, as Gabriel Gardipy re-
stored the Warriors’ two-goal lead at 
even strength, on assists from Liam 
Krikau and Lehmann. Then, in the 
dying seconds of the game, James 
Mollier made it 5-2 Warriors on as-
sists from Tanner Baht and Chris-
tian Anderson.

The Elks now sit at 0-2 on the sea-
son. This weekend, the team makes 
its long-awaited debut on home ice, 
hosting the Clavet Cougars on Fri-
day, Nov. 21. Puck drop is set for 8:15 
p.m.

On Sunday, Nov. 23, the Elks wel-
come the Hanley Huskies to the 
Richardson Pioneer Recreation Cen-
tre for a 4 p.m. puck drop.

Kalen Felix.Community Calendar
~

SPIRITWOOD: Wapiti Regional Library - Tuesday 10am - 5pm; Wednesday 
10am - 5pm; Thursday  1pm to 5pm; Friday 10am - 5pm
LEOVILLE: Wapiti Regional Library - Wednesday 10am - 4pm; Thursday 
10am - 4pm 
SHELL LAKE: Wapiti Regional Library - Tuesday 11am - 4pm; Wednesday 
12 pm -5 pm

~
BLAINE LAKE: Wapiti Library - Wednesday 1pm - 6pm; Thursday 1pm - 
6pm; Friday 1pm - 6pm; Saturday 10am - 3pm. Contact us for more info 306-
497-3130, www.wapitilibrary.ca.
BIG RIVER: Wapiti Library - Tuesday 11:30am - 4:30pm; Wednesday 
11:30am - 4:30pm; Thursday 11:30am - 4:30pm. Phone # 306-469-2152
CANWOOD: Canwood Branch of Wapiti Regional Library Hours: Tuesday 
9:30am - 4pm; Wednesday 10:30am - 5pm; Phone: 306-468-2501
Debden: Wapiti Library hours:  Tuesday 10am - 4pm; Wednesday 12pm - 
6pm.  Librarian: Aline Hannon
LEASK: Wapiti Library & Legacy Gallery Hours - Tuesday 9am - 2pm; 
Wednesday 2pm - 8pm; Friday 9am - 12pm
Marcelin: Wapiti Library - Saturday 10am - 2pm; Thursday 2pm - 8pm. 
For information on all your library needs, please contact 306-226-2110.
Shellbrook: Shellbrook Branch of the Wapiti Library located at 105 
Railway Ave., West (Provincial building). Library Hours: Monday 2pm - 6pm; 
Tuesday 2pm - 8pm; Wednesday 2pm - 8pm; Thursday 12pm - 6pm; Friday 10 
am - 5pm (Story Time 10:30am - 11:30am); Saturday 10am - 4pm. 

~
BIG RIVER: Alcoholics Anonymous Meeting – Every Wednesday, 7:30 pm @ 
Train Station in Big River (Railway Avenue)

~
SHELLBROOK: Kinette Club of Shellbrook presents Small Business Christ-
mas Party – Friday, December 12, Shellbrook Community Hall. 5pm Cock-
tails; 6:30pm Christmas Supper; 8pm Comedian Darryl “Junior” Koszman & 
friends with dance to follow. Tickets: $50 ea. or $350/table of 8. $10 entry fee 
for dance entrance after 10pm. Limited tickets available. For tickets contact 
shellbrook_kinettes@hotmail.com or Shellbrook Kinettes facebook page. All 
proceeds to Shellbrook Community Hall improvements.
SHELLbrook: Kinette Club of Shellbrook – Twinkle Tour! Sunday, Decem-
ber 7. Meet & line up on Elevator Road at 5:30pm. Register your home prior to 
December 2 via email: shellbrooktwinkletour@gmail.com
SHELLbrook: Kinette Club of Shellbrook – Santa Fun Day! Saturday, No-
vember 22 – 11am to 3pm, Shellbrook Community Hall. Pictures with Santa, 
Santa Letter Writing, Gingerbread Houses, Reindeer Food, Hot Chocolate Bar, 
Chili & Hot Dog Sale, Mini Christmas Village. Entry: Please bring non-perish-
able food item.
PARKSIDE: A Journey Under the Stars – The Christmas Story: A Live Narra-
tion Event. Sat., Dec. 6, 6pm, Main Street, Parkside, SK. We invite you to take 
a walk with us through the historic event that changed the world forever. From 
Mary receiving the promise to the birth of Jesus in a manger, you will expe-
rience the Christmas story like never before. Free Admission & Parking; Live 
Entertainment; Marketplace, Hot Beverages, Sleigh Rides. Parkside “Light Up” 
to follow. For more info: 306-714-0255

Triple your advertising
We’ll advertise your important community event in our Community Calendar 

FREE for two weeks prior to the event with purchase of a 
2 column x 2” Display ad for only:

$60.00 plus G.S.T. - A savings of over 30%
Available to Non-Profit & Community Organizations Only

Call Now For Further Details
“Don’t miss out on letting your Community and others know of your event!”

Shellbrook Chronicle & Spiritwood Herald
Box 10, Shellbrook, SK  S0J 2E0

Ph: 306-747-2442 • Fax: 306-747-3000 • Email: chads@sbchron. com



The Mark Carney led 
Liberal government in 
Ottawa recently un-
veiled its first budget, 
and agriculture actually 
featured more signifi-
cantly than one might 
have anticipated.

The two most obvious 
items have direct farm 
implications.

• The federal govern-
ment proposes to in-
crease the AgriStability 
compensation rate to 
90 per cent from 80 per 
cent and the payment 
cap per farm to $6 mil-
lion from $3 million.

• The Advance Pay-
ments Program for 
canola will see $97.5 
million spent over two 
years to increase the 
interest-free limit on 

advances to $500,000 
for the 2025 and 2026 
program years.

But it is what might be 
called agriculture-ad-
jacent items within the 
budget that might offer 
the greatest intrigue for 
farmers.

Not surprisingly, giv-
en the upheaval and 
uncertainty caused by 
the prone to change his 
mind U.S. president 
Donald Trump, the bud-
get sets a goal to double 
non-U.S. exports over 
10 years.

This is a forced mea-
sure to be sure, but even 
if Trump is out of office 
at some point — you 
don’t have to be too far 
into conspiracy theories 
to at least wonder if he 

will leave office quietly 
— it’s a positive. Grow-
ing exports beyond the 
U.S. simply diversifies 
options for Canada if 
things were to settle 
back to a pre-Trump re-
ality.

The move to diversi-
fy those markets will 
generate $300 billion 
more in trade, suggests 
the budget. Since Can-

ada exports so much 
agriculture produce, it 
will be responsible for a 
good chunk of the $300 
billion and that impacts 
back on the farm.

The budget notes the 
trade goal includes a 
new strategic exports 
office at Global Affairs 
Canada, which will 
help guide Canadian 
companies toward in-
ternational business 
opportunities, with the 
Asia-Pacific region be-
ing an area of particular 
focus for Canadian ex-
ports going forward.

This, again, is not a 
surprise; the region has 
a massive population 
and that means demand 
for many products, in-
cluding food, so it can 

be a major growth mar-
ket for Canadian agri-
culture.

The government 
pledged $5 billion over 
seven years toward a 
trade diversification 
corridors fund through 
Transport Canada, be-
ginning in 2025-26.

Europe also garners 
mention as a target area 
for more exports. Again, 
based on population 
and of course ability to 
pay, it’s another area 
that makes obvious 
sense to push for great-
er sales.

So, there are some im-
mediate positives, and 
some hoped for ones 
in the budget for agri-
culture, but it comes at 
the cost of an increasing 

debt load for the coun-
try.

This might not sur-
prise many either — 
least of all opposition 
MPs, who have to lam-
baste the government 
over the budget as a 
matter of principle.

The tariff uncertainty 
of Trump, and the gen-
eral political upheaval 
of our closest neighbour 
and at least one time 
key ally, has to make 
budgeting a challenge.

Time will tell if Car-
ney and company man-
aged the uncertainly 
well. But initially, at 
least, agriculture seems 
to have been remem-
bered in the budget, 
which has not always 
been the case.

Carney Budget highlights opportunities for ag

Sask NDP blasts ER policy
By SASK NDP

Submitted

In a desperate bid to cover 
up their widespread health-
care failures, the Sask. Party 
government has issued a new 
province-wide protocol that 
will see hospital emergency 
rooms remain “open” even 
when just one health care 
work is on-site, a registered 
nurse.

The damning memo, copies 
of which have been provided 
to the Official Opposition, 
lays out the requirements 
for declaring publicly that an 
emergency room is closed — 
something the government 

began doing this week daily 
at 4 p.m. It makes it clear that 
an emergency room cannot 
close even if there are no doc-
tors or lab technicians on site. 
This hospital is to remain 
open if one RN is working on-
site by themselves. 

The leaked memo seems to 
suggest that it is safe to have 
one RN (with no help from 
other healthcare profession-
als) manage an ER and acute 
care beds and over see both 
point of care testing, virtual 
care, and care for patients.  
This is incredibly dangerous. 

“There’s a sad old trick that 
failing governments use — 
instead of fixing the problem, 

they change the rules, and 
hope people don’t notice,” 
said Jared Clarke, Saskatch-
ewan NDP Shadow Minister 
for Rural & Remote Health. 
“The Sask. Party is play-
ing dangerous politics with 
emergency room care. This 
attempt to hide their destruc-
tion of the health system over 
the past 18 years is going to 
get someone killed.

“Saskatchewan’s incredible 
frontline healthcare workers 
are doing everything they 
can to provide care, it’s this 
government that fails them 
time and time again.”

The Saskatchewan NDP 
has documented more than 

five hundred rural emergen-
cy room service disruptions 
since June 1st of 2025 alone. 
In response to the ongoing 
crisis in rural care, Clarke 
indicated in September he 
would be bringing forward 
legislation requiring public 
notification of emergency 
room closures during the Fall 
Sitting and he formally intro-
duced his bill on Oct. 30.  The 
memo from the Saskatche-
wan Health Agency detailing 
requirements to declare an 
emergency room closed was 
dated Oct. 25.

“The Sask. Party is trying to 
make it look like they’ve fixed 
the problem, but all they’ve 

done is move the goalposts,” 
Clarke said. “You can’t just 
change the rules. You have to 
fix the problem — and that’s 
something the Minister of 
Health either doesn’t under-
stand or won’t do.

“It’s the Sask. Party that 
drove healthcare here to dead 
last in all of Canada and they 
can’t be trusted to fix it. It’s 
time for big bold change and 
that’s exactly what the Sas-
katchewan NDP will deliver.”

The Saskatchewan NDP is 
continuing consultations on 
the future of healthcare and 
people are welcome to pro-
vide input at YourCareYour-
Say.ca.

November 20, 2025                             www.shellbrookchronicle.com | www.spiritwoodherald.com�        Shellbrook Chronicle & Spiritwood Herald   7
AgricultureAgriculture

Calvin

Daniels

~

Calvin 
Daniels

On Agriculture

Sask. looks to accelerate school building
By MINISTRY OF EDUCATION

Submitted

Education Minister Everett Hind-
ley has introduced The Building 
Schools Faster Act, a new piece of 
legislation designed to streamline 
the acquisition of land for school 
construction in rapidly growing 
neighbourhoods.

“Our government is building 
schools to support the growing num-
ber of families calling Saskatchewan 
home and helping give students their 
best start,” Hindley said. “The Build-
ing Schools Faster Act will bring 
greater predictability to school plan-
ning and development in communi-
ties that are quickly expanding.”

Municipalities will be responsible 
for acquiring sufficient serviced land 
for the construction of new schools 
in new development areas. The leg-
islation commits the provincial gov-

ernment to a consistent cost-sharing 
formula with municipalities to share 
in the purchase cost.

These changes aim to reduce de-
lays caused by land negotiations and 
ensure land can be secured more 
efficiently, particularly in growing 
neighbourhoods in Regina and Sas-
katoon.

Amendments to The Planning and 
Development Act, 2007, will provide 
municipalities with the tools they 
need to acquire school sites in new 
neighbourhoods, such as the author-
ity to collect a school land develop-
ment charge from subdivision devel-
opers and the ability to increase the 
amount of public land (municipal 
reserve) in a subdivision by an addi-
tional two per cent.

“Access to quality education is one 
of the cornerstones of a thriving city,” 
Mayor of Regina Chad Bachynski 
said. “As Regina continues to grow, 

it is critical that our neighbourhoods 
have schools ready to welcome fam-
ilies and support children’s learn-
ing. The Building Schools Faster Act 
gives municipalities the tools needed 
to plan ahead and secure land more 
efficiently, ensuring that schools 
are built in step with community 
growth. We welcome this legislation 
and look forward to working with 
the province and developers to de-
liver vibrant, complete neighbour-
hoods where families can learn, play 
and succeed.”

“Schools, playgrounds and green 
space are essential hubs of a vibrant 
community, especially new and 
growing neighbourhoods with young 
families,” Greater Saskatoon Catho-
lic Schools Board of Education Chair 
Diane Boyko said. “We appreciate 
the Government of Saskatchewan’s 
commitment to reducing delays in 
building new schools. We are hope-

ful that a clearer, simplified process 
will speed-up development to better 
serve families with school-aged chil-
dren while balancing the needs of all 
stakeholders.”

The changes will apply to new de-
velopment areas, not the redevel-
opment of existing school sites. The 
legislation is expected to be passed 
in spring 2026. 

Place your 
Classified Today!

1st week 20 words $16.00 
Extra words 20¢ each

2nd week $8.00
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Variety show raises funds for Little Red Hens
By JORDAN TWISS
Shellbrook Chronicle 

Reporter

Wednesday, Nov. 12, 
brought a showcase of 
talent and community 
generosity to the Vil-
lage of Canwood, when 
Little Red Hens staged 
what it hopes will be 
its first of many variety 
show fundraisers at the 
Canwood Elks Commu-
nity Hall.

The variety show 
was an idea brought 
forward by one of the 
non-profit’s founding 
members, Tani Ham-
borg, who’s done a few 
shows in the past and 
felt it would be a fun 
way to raise money for 
the organization.

“We weren’t sure if it 
was going to be effec-

tive as a fundraiser, but 
we knew it would be 
fun,” admits Little Red 
Hens co-founder Sarah 
Johnson. “We love to 
see our communities 
coming together and 
celebrating each oth-
er and we have amaz-
ing talent right here at 
home.”

With the idea in 
place, the call went out 
on Instagram for per-
formers to buy a slot 
to perform (helping 
pay for the cost of rent-
ing the hall). Soon, the 
show had an all-star 
line-up of local talent, 
including the Stump 
Lake Slough-Thumping 
Brothers (Burke, Raef, 
and Winston DeBrui-
jn), Cherie Restulka, 
Canwood Community 
School’s choir, Dyan 

and Josh Nordquist, 
Zander Bodnarchuck, 
Pastor Rick Martin, 
Harleigh and Tani 
Hamborg (and Tani’s 
brother Tyler), and Amy 
and Ebe Johnson.

Meanwhile, Cherish 
Schutte and commu-
nity members helped 
behind the scenes to 
organize a bake sale for 
the show.

Lured by the promise 
of a night of good music 
and tasty baking, about 
80 people came out to 
last Wednesday’s inau-
gural variety show, and 
reached deep into their 
pockets to help raise 
$2,003 for Little Red 
Hens.

“We were really blown 
away by how well the 
show went, both as a 
fundraiser and a fami-
ly event,” Johnson said. 
“The bake sale items 
almost sold out and the 
performers were fan-
tastic. It was so good to 
see everyone, and to see 
how Little Red Hens 
has grown into this big 
extended family is what 
we always hoped could 
happen.”

Launched in 2023, 
Little Red Hens deliv-
ers free monthly bun-
dles of diapers, wipes, 
and diaper cream to 
families in Canwood, 
Debden, Shellbrook, 
Holbein, Ahtahkakoop, 
and Parkside with the 
support of sponsors. 

In the two years 

since it began distrib-
uting bundles, Johnson 
says 14 mothers have 
graduated out of the 
program because their 
children have finished 
potty training. 

Still, the need in the 
area is as great as ever. 
Each month, Little Red 
Hens supports 75 area 
families with 100 bun-
dles, and earlier this fall 
the organization had to 
start its first-ever wait-
list, to allow sponsor-
ships to catch up.

“It was a hard but 
good decision to not 
burn our volunteer 
team out, who put their 
whole hearts (and in 

one case, whole garage) 
into Little Red Hens 
every month,” Johnson 
said.

In addition to grow-
ing its regular month-
ly services, Little Red 
hens has also launched 
the Mama Hen Pro-
gram, a second wing 
that offers in-home 
support for moms 0 to 
18 months postpartum. 

The personalized six-
month program starts 
with three months of 
weekly visits (and three 
months of one-to-two 
visits per month) by a 
trained support worker, 
who helps with chores 
and childcare to allow 

mothers to take some 
time for self care. 

The program is a 
collaboration with 
the Webb Community 
Foundation and is run 
by Michelle Wikerd, the 
foundation’s perinatal 
therapist/social work-
er, and Harleigh Ham-
borg, a postpartum 
nurse and president of 
Untroubled Parenting 
Inc. (Little Red Hens’ 
parent company).

“We’re really excited 
about this, as it’s always 
been a part of our big-
ger dream to directly 
deliver a way for moms 
to recharge,” Johnson 
said.

Canwood Community School’s choir, from left to right: 
Rebecca Schutte, Madalynn Buckingham, Robin Dionne, 
Brooke Nordquist, Dyan Nordquist, Elisha Johnson, and 
Sadie Schutte.

Cherie Restulka brought a 
spiritual flavour to the va-
riety show.

Wife and husband duo Dyan and Josh Nord-
quist showcased their harmonies.

Amy Johnson (right) closed out the show with passion, accompanied by 
Ebe Johnson on the flute.

Pastor Rick Martin sang tunes popular at Cow-
boy Church.

The Stump Lake Slough-Thumping Brothers 
opened the show with their take on a song by 
The Dead South.

Tani and Harleigh Hamborg took the stage for a song, ac-
companied by Tani`s brother, Tyler.

Zander Bodnarchuck played Ozzy Osbourne’s 
Crazy Train.



Continued from 1
Running in tandem with 

the Arts Council’s Craft 
Sale, the Shellbrook Kinettes 
Winter Market saw the Shell-
brook Senior’s Centre filled 
with goods from 21 vendors 
— many of them new to the 
markey, Kinette Kat Mackin-
Smith says.

Keeping things status quo 
this year, the Kinettes also 
made space for a communi-
ty organization to sell baked 
goods as a fundraiser. This 

year, the space was occupied 
by Happy Hearts Childcare 
Centre, which raised more 
than $800 on the day to as-
sist it and meeting the chal-
lenges associated with rising 
costs.

All in all, Mackin-Smith 
says beautiful weather and 
an amazing crowd made this 
year’s Winter Market anoth-
er success. And it only marks 
the beginning of the holiday 
season for the Kinettes, who 
have their Santa Fun Day 

on Nov. 22, Twinkle Tour on 
Dec. 7, and a raffle draw for 
a complete Christmas dinner 
going until Dec. 4.

“We were thrilled with the 
turnout, and it was especial-
ly exciting to welcome many 
new vendors this year,” she 
said. “Overall, it was a won-
derful day of sunshine, com-

munity spirit, and strong 
support for our vendors and 
Happy Hearts.”

As Saturday rolled into 
Sunday and a dense fog blan-
keted the area, the Leask 
Recreation Board played 
host to its annual Christmas 
Craft Sale at the Leask Com-
munity Hall.

This year marked the first 
time the community group 
has chosen to hold the sale 
on a Sunday, and while 
there’s no admission at the 

door to help keep track of 
shoppers, organizer April 
Smith says having the event 
after church helped bring in 
a much larger lunch crowd of 
about 75 people.

This lunch crowd, in addi-
tion to the variety of wares 
being sold by the 10 vendors 
helped the group raise about 
$500 on the day, when it 
would normally just cover 
its costs. Smith says there’s 
no specific project that these 
funds will be dedicated to.

Shellbrook, Leask craft sales draw crowds

Pat Radchuk (right) enjoys a chat and a laugh with a ven-
dor at the Winter Market.
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Vendors and patrons enjoyed visiting at the 
Leask Recreation Board’s Christmas Craft Sale.

Vendor Norma Galambos had a busy weekend, making 
appearances in Shellbrook and Leask.

Handmade wooden toys were inspiration for conversation at the Shell-
brook Arts Council’s Craft Sale.

Diane Clements browses a vendor’s wares at 
the Arts Council’s Craft Sale.

A happy shopper picks out 
a new friend at the Arts 
Council’s Craft Sale.
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(Where necessary, the fol-
lowing minutes may have 
been edited for clarity or 
brevity.)

The Minutes of the Regular 
Meeting of the Council of the 
Rural Municipality of Blaine 
Lake #434 which was held in 
the RM Municipal Office, on 
Tuesday, Sept. 16, 2025.

Present at the meeting 
were the following Council 
Members and Administra-
tion: Reeve Glenn Lamon-
tagne, Division 1 — Michael 
Chudskov, Division 2 — Lee 
Dolezal, Division 3 — Court-
ney Swystun, Division 4 
— Alan Lavoie, Division 5 
— John Priestley, Division 6 
— Lionel Casavant, Admin-
istrator Linda Klimm, and 
Assistant Administrator — 
Alan Tanchak.

The meeting was called to 
order by Reeve Glenn Lam-
ontagne at 6:59 a.m. 

Lamontagne: That the 
Council of the RM of Blaine 
Lake #434 approves the 
agenda for the Regular Meet-
ing of Council held on Sep-
tember 16, 2025 with the fol-
lowing additions: Resolution 
#442/24 - change meeting 
time for regular meetings, 
Resolution #305/25 – con-
tractor obtained to do grader 
#643 repair. Carried

Priestley: That the Coun-
cil of the RM of Blaine Lake 
#434 amend resolution 
#442/24 to change the meet-
ing time to 9 a.m. for sched-
uled regular meetings in 
October 2025 to December 
2025. Carried

Priestley: That the Coun-
cil of the RM of Blaine Lake 
#434 approves the Aug. 19, 
2025, Regular Meeting min-
utes as presented. Carried

Dolezal: That the Coun-
cil of the RM of Blaine Lake 
#434 accept the August 2025 
Statement of Financial Ac-
tivities, Income Statement, 
Budgetary Control, Chequing 

Account Statement and Bank 
Reconciliation as presented. 
Carried

Mark Curry presented his 
lead hand report to Council 
from 7:08 to 7:28 a.m.

Casavant: That the Coun-
cil of the RM of Blaine Lake 
#434 authorizes Mark Curry 
to purchase a mower brush 
head blade attachment from 
The Rent-It Store & Tool Sup-
ply for a cost of $162.32. Car-
ried

Chudskov: That the Coun-
cil of the RM of Blaine Lake 
#434 authorizes Mark Curry 
to purchase a spare tire and 
rim for the dump trailer from 
Flaman at a cost of $211.55 
plus applicable taxes. Carried

Councillor Michael Chud-
skov declared a Conflict of 
Interest and left Council 
Chambers at 7:32 a.m.

Lavoie: That the Council of 
the RM of Blaine Lake #434 
amend resolution #305/25 
to provide for a contractor, 
Nat’s Glass, to replace glass 
for grader #643. Carried

Casavant: That the Coun-
cil of the RM of Blaine Lake 
#434 authorizes Mark Curry 
to repair the glass on the ser-
vice truck window from Can-
Am Auto Glass & Supplies at 
a cost of $75. Carried

Councillor Michael Chud-
skov returned to Council 
Chambers at 7:33 a.m.

Dolezal: That the Coun-
cil of the RM of Blaine Lake 
#434 approves the List of 
Accounts for Approval for 
September 2025, including 
cheques #7498 to #7541 with 
the total payable amount be-
ing $240,936.51. Carried

Dolezal: That the Coun-
cil of the RM of Blaine Lake 
#434 approves the Addition-
al Accounts for payment as 
presented by Administration 
in the amount of $997.26: 
SARM $90.27, SARM 
$789.99, Linda Klimm 
$117.00. Carried

Dolezal: That the Coun-
cil of the RM of Blaine Lake 
#434 approves the present-
ed Council indemnity to-
taling $276.24: John, Sept: 
$276.24. Carried

Reeve Glenn Lamontagne 
declared a Conflict of Interest 
and left Council Chambers at 
7:53 a.m. Deputy Reeve Mi-
chael Chudskov chaired the 
meeting in the Reeve’s ab-
sence.

Swystun: That the Coun-
cil of the RM of Blaine Lake 
#434 sell gravel to Dale’s 
Trucking from the Lamon-
tagne pit at a cost of $14.50 
per yard and that a vote be 
recorded. Carried

Priestley: That the Coun-
cil of the RM of Blaine Lake 
#434 measure the pile at the 
Lamontagne pit. Carried

Reeve Glenn Lamontagne 
returned to Council Cham-
bers at 7:56 a.m. and re-
sumed chairing the meeting.

Chudskov: That the Coun-
cil of the RM of Blaine Lake 
#434 amend resolution 
#194/25 to approve the List 
of Accounts for Approval for 
May 2025 instead of April 
2025. Carried

Casavant: That the Coun-
cil of the RM of Blaine Lake 
#434 amend resolution 
#240/25 to approve the List 
of Accounts for Approval for 
June 2025 instead of May 
2025. Carried

Dolezal: That the Coun-
cil of the RM of Blaine Lake 
#434 direct Administration 
to renew the GICs for a vari-
able interest rate and a one-
year term. Carried

Casavant: That the Coun-
cil of the RM of Blaine Lake 
#434 direct Administration 
to obtain the new Business 
Plus Corporate Classic VISA 
as an upgrade from the older 
VISA. Carried

Lamontagne: That the 
Council of the RM of Blaine 
Lake #434 direct Adminis-

tration to send a letter to the 
Fire Board and the Town of 
Blaine Lake requesting that 
the fee structure be broken 
out by each piece of equip-
ment and that the total fleet 
be present to bill the full 
$1,100. Carried

Councillor Lee Dolezal de-
clared a Conflict of Interest 
at 8:23 a.m. and left Council 
Chambers.

Chudskov: That Bylaw 
08-2025 being A Bylaw to 
Provide for the Closing and 
Leasing of a Municipal Road, 
be read a first time. Carried 
(Editor’s note: the bylaw was 
unanimously given three 
readings and enacted at the 
meeting.)

Councillor Lee Dolezal re-
turned to Council Chambers 
at 8:24 a.m.

Priestley: That the Coun-
cil of the RM of Blaine Lake 
#434 acknowledge the road 
maintenance agreement re-
ceived from Pinehouse Busi-
ness North LP, and that the 
Reeve and the Administrator 
sign the agreement on behalf 
of the municipality. Carried

Councillor Courtney 
Swystun declared a Conflict 
of Interest and left Council 
Chambers at 8:25 a.m.

Lavoie: That the Council of 
the RM of Blaine Lake #434 
approve the subdivision of 
SW 18-43-06 W3 as per file 
SUBD-005056-2025, and 
that it is in compliance with 
Zoning Bylaw 35-81. Carried

Councillor Courtney 
Swystun returned to Council 
Chambers at 8:30 a.m.

Dolezal: That the Coun-
cil of the RM of Blaine Lake 
#434 acknowledge receipt of 
correspondence from SARM 
relating to a tax loss compen-
sation payment from the TLE 
Trust Fund in the amount of 
$27,777.97 and notification 
that final payment under 
the program will be made in 
2026. Carried

Chudskov: That the Coun-
cil of the RM of Blaine Lake 
#434 authorizes payment 
of Invoice #945931 received 
from 102051721 Sask Ltd. in 
the amount of $106,643.77. 
Carried

Dolezal: That the Coun-
cil of the RM of Blaine Lake 
#434 direct Administration 
to order pest control supplies 
from Marcel Baynton in the 
amount of $1,084.52 plus ap-
plicable taxes. Carried

Swystun: That the Coun-
cil of the RM of Blaine Lake 
#434 direct Administration 
to check whether the reserve 
for designated lands can be 
used for funding the skating 
rink project for a kitchen up-
grade. Carried

Priestley: That the Coun-
cil of the RM of Blaine Lake 
#434 hold a ratepayers meet-
ing in March 2026. Carried

Casavant: That the Coun-
cil of the RM of Blaine Lake 
#434 make application to ex-
tend the tender time for the 
Blind Line Road under the 
RIRG program. Carried

Dolezal: That the Coun-
cil of the RM of Blaine Lake 
#434 reapply for two culverts 
located East of NE 17-43-06 
W3 and East of NE 18-43-
06 W3 under the RIRG pro-
gram. Carried

Swystun: That the Coun-
cil of the RM of Blaine Lake 
#434 authorize additional 
gravel to be placed at a 100 
yards per mile on the 4 mile 
stretch of road on Grid 781 
from NW 23-42-07 W3 to 
Highway 12. Carried

Dolezal: That the Council of 
the RM of Blaine Lake #434 
amend resolution #033/25 
to increase the shipping cost 
to mail a map to $5 to corre-
spond to the actual cost. Car-
ried

Chudskov: That the Coun-
cil of the RM of Blaine Lake 
#434 adjourn, the time being 
9:49 a.m.

Minutes of an RM of Blaine Lake meeting

School menstrual product program extended
By SASK PARKS

Submitted

Free menstrual products will con-
tinue to be distributed to primary 
and secondary schools across the 
province through a renewed agree-
ment and ongoing partnership be-
tween the Government of Saskatche-
wan and Shoppers Drug Mart.

Shoppers Drug Mart Inc. will do-

nate 12 million period products over 
the next three years, and the Gov-
ernment of Saskatchewan will con-
tinue to manage their distribution to 
schools throughout the province.

“Over the last three years, we have 
sent free menstrual products to more 
than 670 schools throughout the 
province,” Parks, Culture, and Sport 
Minister Alana Ross said. “This has 
made a big difference to thousands 
of women and girls in our province, 
and I am delighted that this work 
can continue through our partner-
ship with Shoppers Drug Mart. We 
are making sure that these products 
will remain accessible to those who 
need them.”  

In a 2023 public opinion survey 
conducted by Environics Research 
on behalf of Women and Gender 
Equality Canada (WAGE) - 77 per 

cent of Canadians agreed that men-
struating can affect people’s ability 
to carry out daily tasks like going 
to school or work. The survey also 
found that 3 in 4 women aged 18-24 
feeling compelled to conceal their 
periods in school and workplace 
environments. A situation that can 
drastically affect a person’s ability to 
participate in school.

“We are proud to renew our part-
nership with the Government of Sas-
katchewan because we believe access 
to period products means access to 
opportunity for women and girls,” 
Shoppers Drug Mart Interim Pres-
ident David Markwell said. “It’s not 
just about getting students to school, 
it’s about ensuring they can stay 
there, confident and engaged - be-
cause every missed day is a lost op-
portunity to learn, participate, and 

thrive.”
The program launched in October 

2023. With the successful imple-
mentation to support both primary 
and secondary schools.

“Providing menstrual products in 
schools is a simple step toward equi-
ty and dignity for our students,” Mi-
chael A. Riffel Catholic High School 
Principal Amy Sanville said. “For 
some, it can be the difference be-
tween being in class or staying home. 
For others, it can prevent a day of in-
equitable stress or embarrassment. 
Student success depends on atten-
dance, and this program removes a 
needless barrier for about half of our 
students.”

The first agreement runs from 
April 2023 to March 2026. The pro-
gram has been extended to March 
2029.
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Data about cigarettes 
causing cancer eventu-
ally resulted in tobacco 
advertisements being 
banned from print and 
electronic media, but 
will the data about lives 
being ruined by gam-
bling addiction eventu-
ally force governments 
to ban the media distri-
bution of gambling ads?

Probably not, because 
the amount of money 
involved is enormous 
and some of the ma-
jor media outlets in 
the United States are 
not only profiting from 
those advertisements, 
but they’re involved 
with betting outlets as 
co-partners.

Ever tried to put the 
toothpaste back into the 
tube? That’s where the 
world is at with sports 
gambling and it’s prob-
ably going to get worse 
before it gets better.

(Full disclosure: Your 
correspondent gambles 
on sports, in nickel-
and-dime fashion, and 
while a mini addiction 
has probably devel-
oped, my financial sta-
bility is not at stake.)

One can’t turn on a 
televised sports event 
without seeing gam-
bling firms urging fans 
to bet this, parlay that, 

take the under….will 
your favourite team cov-
er a 7.5-point spread?  
Television networks re-
portedly collected $434 
million in sportsbook 
commercials in 2024. 
So, as theorized by col-
umnist Colby Hall of 
Mediate.com, networks 
aren’t covering the rise 
in problem gambling, 
which statistically is 
growing more among 
young men, “because 
they’re getting paid not 
to.”

When there is huge 
money involved in 
anything — millions 
and billions — orga-
nized crime can’t be 
far behind. The recent 
criminal charges filed 
against three National 
Basketball Association 
figures also involved 
four New York-based 
crime families.

If a point guard for a 
small college in Utah 
can be guaranteed a 
mob-related cash pay-
ment of a couple of 
thousand dollars for 
intentionally going 
“under” on his posted 
point total for a game 
in mid-January, what 
would stop a pro hoop-
ster from agreeing to do 
the same for a couple of 
hundred thousand dol-

lars?
Don’t think it’s not 

happening. The To-
ronto Raptors’ Jontay 
Porter lost his NBA ca-
reer after getting a life-
time ban for doing just 
that; gamblers were in-
formed pre-game that 
he would bow out of a 
game, claiming inju-
ry, in the first quarter, 
guaranteeing that his 
point total would be un-
der a certain number. 
Those in on the scam 
laid down big money on 
Porter’s position, and 
cashed in even bigger.

Recently, Portland 
Trail Blazers coach 
Chauncy Billups and 
Miami Heat guard Ter-
ry Rozier were implicat-
ed in gambling-related 
endeavours, adding to 
the ever-growing list 
of athletes caught up in 

the idea of making big 
money the easy, illegal 
way.

Betting on sports 
events has long been a 
common way of life in 
Europe, but it was gen-
erally illegal in North 
America until the U.S. 
Supreme Court said 
in 2018 it would allow 
states to regulate sports 
betting. In Canada, bet-
ting on sports events 
has been allowed even 
longer, as provincial 
lottery bodies have run 
Sport Select and other 
similar games.

Guaranteeing the 
elimination of criminal 
activity surrounding 
sports betting is folly. 
Bettors are more likely 
to ask themselves, how-
ever, ‘am I playing a 
legitimate game or has 
the result been prede-
termined?’

• Super 70s Sports 
back when O.J. Simp-
son was a football 
broadcaster: “Let’s go 
down to the sideline for 
a report from O.J. who 
appears to be wearing 
his murder gloves now 
so everybody be careful 
down there.”

• Headline at theon-
ion.com: “NBA Reaf-
firms Commitment To 
Gamblers Only Ruining 

Their Lives Legally”
• Jack Finarelli on 

his sportscurmudgeon.
com site, lamenting the 
overuse of the phrase 
‘hostile environment’ 
when referred to a vis-
iting sports team: “A 
hostile environment is 
Gaza City in the sum-
mer of 2025.”

• Columnist Norman 
Chad: “MLS has been 
thriving for 30 years, 
making headlines, 
crowning champions, 
building rivalries… and 
somehow I’ve spent the 
exact same 30 years 
blissfully unaware it 
even existed.”

• Headline at fark.
com: “Steelers safety 
fined $5K for a) Illegal 
hits; b) Skipping media 
availability; c) wearing 
a black towel instead of 
a white one.” (Answer: 
C)

• Comedy guy Torben 
Rolfsen of Vancouver: 
“I’m not sure about the 
NHL’s Frozen Fren-
zy (when all 32 teams 
played on the same 
night). It sounds like 
margarita night at an 
all-inclusive resort in 
Cancun.”

• Columnist Norman 
Chad: “Somehow, the 
Dodgers’ World Series 
title has induced Astros 

fans on X to complain 
about LA’s team pay-
roll. Let’s review the 
Astros’ 2017 World Se-
ries season: ‘We didn’t 
cheat.’ ‘Well, we cheat-
ed but others did too.’ 
‘It didn’t help us that 
much and we would’ve 
won anyway.’”

• Headline at the on-
ion.com: “Barry Bonds 
reveals asterisk has 
spread throughout 
body.”

• Another onion.com 
headline: “Arch Man-
ning Running Out Of 
Polite Ways To Decline 
Eli’s Mentorship”

• Comedy guy Brad 
Dickson of Omaha: “My 
grandmother Mabel 
Micek, 106, on why she 
still enjoys sitting in the 
stands at Husker home 
football games: ‘It’s the 
only place I go where 
I’m around people my 
own age.’”

• Headline at fark.
com: “All 30 teams to 
be represented at the 
first MLB Open golf 
tournament. In oth-
er news, the Dodgers 
have signed Rory McIl-
roy, Tiger Woods, Jack 
Nicklaus and Shooter 
McGavin.”

Care to comment? 
Email brucepen-
ton2003@yahoo.ca

Gambling advertising getting out of control

Medstead, Glaslyn advance to volleyball Provincials
By JORDAN TWISS

Shellbrook Chronicle Reporter

A week after they finished first and 
second at the senior boy’s 1A vol-
leyball Conference tournament in 
Medstead, the teams from Medstead 
Central School and Glaslyn Central 
School competed against one another 
again at Regionals on Saturday, Nov. 
15.

This time, however, it was the 
Glaslyn squad who was on home turf, 
hosting teams from Dinsmore, Loon 
Lake, Kenaston, and St. Walburg for 
a day of high-stakes volleyball action.

Grouped with Dinsmore and Loon 
Lake for the round robin, Conference 
champion Medstead picked up where 
it left off, topping Loon Lake in two 
sets with scores of 25-7 and 25-16. 
The team remained undefeated and 
dominated Dinsmore as well, win-
ning in two sets with scores of 25-10 
and 25-19 and securing first place in 
its pool.

Meanwhile, Glaslyn’s tournament 
got off to a tougher start, as it faced 
off against Kenaston. After Glaslyn 
won the first set of the game 25-19, 
Kenaston rallied through the second 

set and won 25-15, forcing a third and 
deciding set. In a nail-biter, Kenaston 
took the win by a score of 15-13.

Rebounding from the difficult 
loss, Glaslyn secured a win over St. 
Walburg in two sets, with scores of 
25-22 and 25-15. Because of the set 
it won against Kenaston, this victo-
ry secured first place in the pool for 
Glaslyn.

Heading to the finals qualifiers, 
Medstead faced off against Kenaston 
and won in two sets with scores of 25-
16 and 25-10, while Glaslyn beat out 
Dinsmore in two sets with scores of 
25-21 and 25-14. 

Once again, this meant Medstead 
and Glaslyn were facing off for gold 
medals.

In a game worthy of its stature, 

Glaslyn handed Medstead its only 
lost set of the tournament, taking the 
first set of the game 26-24. However, 
Medstead regrouped to easily win the 
second set 25-12, forcing a third and 
deciding set. There, Medstead over-
powered Glaslyn, winning 15-9 to 
bring home the gold.

Now, both teams will head to Pro-
vincials in Rouleau on Nov. 21 and 22. 

Medstead Central School’s senior boys volleyball team won Regionals gold and is off to Provincials.
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Sask. adds 19 nurse practitioners
By MINISTRY 
OF HEALTH

Submitted

The Government of Sas-
katchewan is delivering on 
its commitment to expand 
access for patients to prima-
ry care by signing 19 Nurse 
Practitioners (NPs) to con-
tracts to provide publicly 
funded primary care ser-
vices. This number is expect-
ed to continue to increase 
over the coming months with 
up to 30 contracts available. 

“These new Nurse Practi-
tioner contracts put patients 
first by expanding access 
to publicly funded primary 
care services, helping more 
Saskatchewan families to get 
the care they need sooner 
and closer to home,” Health 

Minister Jeremy Cockrill 
said. “Our government is 
committed to improving ac-
cess to quality care for ev-
ery patient, no matter where 
they live.”

This initiative, developed 
in close partnership with the 
Saskatchewan Association of 
Nurse Practitioners (SANP), 
is part of a broader strategy 
to ensure that everyone in 
Saskatchewan has access to 
a primary health care pro-
vider by the end of 2028. NP 
contracts are helping to de-
liver on this commitment.

As primary care providers, 
NPs can provide advanced 
assessments, diagnose and 
treat acute and chronic ill-
ness, order diagnostic tests, 
prescribe medications, per-
form medical procedures 

and refer patients to special-
ist services.

“The Primary Care Nurse 
Practitioner Contract Pro-
gram opens the door for 
dedicated funding of NP ser-
vices and increasing access 
to health care for Saskatche-
wan residents,” SANP Presi-
dent Michelle O’Keefe said. 
“The Saskatchewan Associa-
tion of Nurse Practitioners is 
pleased that the initial pilot 
project has been expanded to 
offer up to 30 NPs a contract 
and will continue to work 
with the Ministry of Health 
to diversify how funded NP 
services are delivered within 
the province.” 

Plans were announced in 
2024 to create a funding 
model for independent NPs 
to provide publicly funded 

primary care, followed by an 
Expression of Interest (EOI) 
in June 2025. Originally, six 
NP contracts were approved 
for funding, but due to sig-
nificant interest, the number 
was increased to 30.

“This funding model sup-
ports long-term, relation-
ship-based practice and 
allows me to spend time on 
thorough assessments and 
thoughtful follow-up,” Nurse 
Practitioner for NPower+ 
Health, Hanna Latina said. 
“For patients, it means time-
ly access to a dedicated pro-
vider with no out-of-pock-
et cost. All of this leads to 
better, more holistic health 
outcomes for patients and 
stronger communities.”

The Ministry of Health 
will continue working with 

SANP to implement this ini-
tiative, create more oppor-
tunities for NPs throughout 
the health system and im-
prove patient access to pri-
mary care services across 
our province.

This new initiative creates 
more opportunities for Sas-
katchewan families to access 
publicly funded primary 
care delivered by NPs and is 
an alternative to private-pay 
NP services.

Jesse Bates, a loving 
husband, father, papa, 
uncle, brother, and 
friend, passed away 
peacefully on Novem-
ber 9, 2025, surround-
ed by the family he so 
deeply cherished. He 
touched the lives of ev-
eryone blessed to know 
him with his warmth, 
humor, and gentle 
strength.

Jesse was a patient 

man with a kind and 
gentle soul — a steady 
presence whose quiet 
wisdom and compas-
sion made an impact 
on everyone he met. He 
approached life with 
humility and gratitude, 
always ready to lend a 
hand, share a story, or 
offer a word of encour-
agement.

The truest joy in Jes-
se’s life was his beloved 
wife, Melody and their 
5 children. Together, 
Jesse and Mel built a 
life rooted in deep love, 
laughter, and mutu-
al respect. More than 
partners, they were best 
friends — insepara-
ble in heart and spirit. 
Their relationship was 
a testament to devotion 
and companionship, 
bringing both of them a 
profound sense of peace 
and comfort. Through 

every season of life, 
they supported one an-
other, finding joy in the 
simple moments and 
strength in each other’s 
presence.

A true jack of all 
trades, Jesse had a re-
markable ability to fix, 
build, and create. He 
shared his skills and 
knowledge generous-
ly, teaching his chil-
dren not just how to 
do things, but how to 
do them with patience, 
pride, and care. His 
hands were capable, but 
his heart was what guid-
ed everything he did.

He will also be re-
membered for his sharp 
wit and endless collec-
tion of jokes — some-
how recalling every 
punchline he’d ever 
heard. His laughter was 
contagious, his humor 
timeless, and his joy for 

life unmatched.
An avid outdoorsman, 

Jesse found his peace in 
nature. He was a pas-
sionate hunter whose 
respect for the land and 
love for the hunt earned 
him recognition in the 
Boone and Crockett re-
cords. More than the 
trophies, it was the ca-
maraderie, the early 
mornings, and the quiet 
beauty of the outdoors 
that he cherished most.

Jesse Bates leaves be-
hind a legacy of love, 
laughter, and integrity. 
He will be deeply missed 
but forever remembered 
by all who had the privi-
lege of knowing him.

Jesse is lovingly 
remembered by his wife 
Melody; daughter Janet 
(Samuel) and family 
Brianne (Ryan), Cole 
(Kalyn), and Kiera; 
son Corey (Cheryl) and 

family Jacey (Kyle) and 
Kally (Zevan); daughter 
Crystal (Trevor) and 
family Angela (Jory), 
Anthony (Justine), 
Cody (Emmalynn), 
Ashton (Breanna), 
Skylar, Charleigh 
(Jake), and Abigail; 
daughter Arlene and 
family Braedan (Reese), 
Connor, Kaidence, and 
Parker; daughter Jessica 
and family Keegan, 
Matthew (Shaneika), 
Mia, and Oaklan; 
great-grandchi ldren 
Nash, Sawyer, Noah, 
and Camryn; siblings 
Rodney (Olga), Colin 
(Marilyn), Barry, Derek 
(Catherine), Darlene, 
and Maureen (Zolton); 
numerous nieces, 
nephews, sisters-in-law, 
and brothers-in-law.

He was predeceased 
by his parents Edward 
Charles and Pauline 

Evelin May; brothers 
Daryl (infancy) and 
Randy; sisters-in-law 
Bonnie and Linda; 
b r o t h e r s - i n - l a w 
Aurel, Lee, and Kerry; 
grandson Landon 
(infancy); nieces Penny 
and Tonia. 

In lieu of tributes, do-
nations may be made in 
memory of Jesse to the 
Lake Country Wildlife 
Federation (Box 1056 
Shellbrook, SK S0J 
2E0). 

Family and friends 
wishing to send on-
line condolences are 
welcome to visit www.
beaulacfuneralhome.
com. Arrangements 
have been entrusted to 
the care of Beau “Lac” 
Funeral Home and 
Crematorium, Tammy 
Smart, Funeral Direc-
tor, Shellbrook, SK 306-
747-2828.

Obituary
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Jesse Bates

By PADRE DAVE BODVARSON
Submitted

Storms are part of life. I remember 
my mom, Theresa, telling me how 
she was struck by lightning. Not ev-
eryone survives something like that. 
It wasn’t a direct hit.

 I understand the lightening went 
through the old ringer washer as she 
was washing clothes. Mom told me 
she sought some medical advice. My 
mom was told to go home and rest. 
Her neighbour came over and told 
her to scrub the floors and clean the 
house to keep her body moving. She 

felt that was life-saving advice she 
never forgot.

Some 38 years ago, on July 31, 
1987, a tornado ripped through east 
Edmonton causing damage to prop-
erty in the millions. It has been said 
“The tornado seared itself in Edmon-
ton psyche as Black Friday.” 

I wasn’t in Edmonton but Saska-
toon. At the time, Marlene and I were 
pastoring Native New Life Church 
in Saskatoon. The life of pastoring 
among the First Nation was camp 
meetings. We got the blessings to put 
up a district tent next to Westside 
Pentecostal Church in Saskatoon. 

When the tornado hit Edmonton 
we were having a camp meeting 
in Saskatoon. It happened pretty 
suddenly. The winds came up. Our 
youngest son, J.D., who was like-
ly about 2 years old, was in the tent 
with us during the service. The tail 
wind from Alberta hit Saskatoon. 

I recall the big tent started to dance. 
We had stretched a cord and plugged 
it into the church next door and that 
got disconnected in the storm. Which 
meant we lost the lights in the tent. 

One of deacons and I  grabbed the 
centre pole as it began to jump. I 
can’t believe we did that. The crowd 

got scattered as a fellow called Tra-
cy ran through the tent and shouted 
“Tornado! Tornado!” 

We ran into the church next door. 
We were  all drenched from the rain. 
No one was hurt. All was well, even 
after experiencing a severe storm.

Life goes on. You pick yourself up. 
And by God’s grace we resumed the 
camp meeting in the church build-
ing, and the next day we were back 
in the tent.

I read this recently, “We want 
Christ to hurry and calm the storm. 
He wants us to find Him in the midst 
of it first.”

Good News
~

Have you ever experienced a severe storm?

Too many vehicles in 
the driveway?

Place a classified!
less ‘Wheels’ more ‘Cash’!

P: 306-747-2442
F: 306-747-3000

E: chads@sbchron.com
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306-747-2442 • chads@sbchron.com

Glen Jantz
306-984-7634, Leoville

gcjantz@gmail.com
Licenced & Bonded

ELECTRIC

•R
ESIDENTIAL •C

O
M

M
E

R
CIAL • FARM • IN

D
U

S
T

R
IA

L
ELECTRICIAN

Weberg 
Accounting

Services
Andrea Weberg 

CPTP, DFA-TSS

306-747-2244 
Shellbrook

ACCOUNTANT

“Faces you know, people you trust at a time you need them the most”

306-747-2828 (24 hrs.)
101 Railway Ave. W., Shellbrook, SK

Monument Sales & pre-arrangements available
Shellbrook – Spiritwood – Big River – Debden  

Prince Albert – Canwood – Leask 
www.beaulacfuneralhome.com

FUNERAL SERVICES

Call today for your 
 Hearing Test!

1-306-883-3997
Hearing Aid Sales and Services

101 Main Street, Spiritwood

HEaRING CENTRE

HEARING

1-877-898-8248 (TAIT)

Shellbrook � 306-747-2896
Canwood � 306-468-2227
Leask � 306-466-4811

email: office@taitinsurance.ca
www.taitinsurance.ca

General, Health & Hail Insurance
Motor License Issuer

insurance

Law Office
DELBERT DYNNA

100A - 10th St. East
Prince Albert, SK S6V 0Y7

phone (306) 764-6856
fax (306) 763-9540

Preferred areas of practice:
Wills, Estates, Real Estate

LAWYER

Shelley Cannon, in person,
by appointment

NEW LOCATION:
236 Main St., Spiritwood
All lawyers, Monday - Friday, 
1200 Central Ave., Prince Albert

306-922-4700 or
scannon@novuslaw.ca

NOVUS LAW GROUP
Wilcox Holash McCullagh

LAWYER

Courteous, professional,
reliable, plumbing, heating,

gas fitting services

Ph: 306-747-4332
Shellbrook, Sask.

plumbingMECHANIC

• Truck and Trailer Inspections
• School Bus Inspections

• Diesel Tuning
• Diagnostics Services

• Fully Licensed

Call for more information

306-747-7711

LAWYER

Bill Cannon, in person,
by appointment

52 Main Street, Shellbrook
306-922-4700

All lawyers, Monday - Friday, 
1200 Central Ave., Prince Albert

306-922-4700

NOVUS LAW GROUP
Wilcox Holash McCullagh

ADVERTISE HERE

This Space Is 
Waiting For You
Keep Your Business In 
The Public Eye And A 

Quick Reference At Your 
Customer’s Finger Tips.

Call Today:
306-747-2442

real estate

306.883.7449
Call or text

Residential | Cottage | Agricultural | Commercial

www.heathersarrazin.com

Located in Shell 
Lake and proudly 

supporting & 
serving our local 

communities!

North Country

real estate

To Sell Ag, Residential, 
Cottage & Commercial 

Properties For You!

306-441-1625 (cell)
ssk@littleloon.ca

Shawna Schira-Kroeker
Your Local Realtor™...

Working Hard ...

Each Office Independently 
Owned & Operated 

North Country

www.shawnaschirakroeker.com

real estate

RESIDENTIAL – COMMERCIAL – FARM

Bevra Fee, Realtor®
(306) 883-7058
RE/MAX OF THE BATTLEFORDS

each office independently owned & operated

bevrafee@sasktel.net
SPIRITWOOD’S 

REALTOR®...
SERVING THE 

REGION!

1391 100th St
NORTH BATTLEFORD, SK

S9A 0V9
Office: (306) 446-8800

ADVERTISE HERE

This Space Is 
Waiting For You
Keep Your Business In 
The Public Eye And A 

Quick Reference At Your 
Customer’s Finger Tips.

Call Today:
306-747-2442

ADVERTISE HERE

This Space Is 
Waiting For You

Keep Your Business In The Public Eye And A Quick 
Reference At Your Customer’s Finger Tips.

Call Today:
306-747-2442

ADVERTISE HERE

This Space Is 
Waiting For You
Keep Your Business In 
The Public Eye And A 

Quick Reference At Your 
Customer’s Finger Tips.

Call Today:
306-747-2442

ADVERTISE HERE

This Space Is 
Waiting For You
Keep Your Business In 
The Public Eye And A 

Quick Reference At Your 
Customer’s Finger Tips.

Call Today:
306-747-2442

ADVERTISE HERE

This Space Is 
Waiting For You
Keep Your Business In 
The Public Eye And A 

Quick Reference At Your 
Customer’s Finger Tips.

Call Today:
306-747-2442

Your Guide to 
Home Services 
and Repair 
Professionals

ADVERTISE HERE

This Space Is 
Waiting For You

Keep Your Business In The Public Eye And A Quick 
Reference At Your Customer’s Finger Tips.

Call Today:
306-747-2442

real estate
BUYING OR SELLING 

FARMLAND?

306-570-7743
skfarmland.ca



If you want Red 
Norland potatoes, 
we’ve got ‘em! Call 
Green Leaf Meats: 
306-466-7409 
(Jason). We deliver 
on a mount. � 2-47

Kitch Wilcox: 
November 23, 1989
Gone yet always in 
our hearts.
We would love to 
see you one more 
time come walking 
through the door.
Until we meet again 
Dad.
Love always,
Pat, Brian, Sharon 
& Colleen

The ClassifiedsThe Classifieds
Phone

306-747-2442

Fax
306-747-3000

Email
chads@sbchron.com

P.O. Box 10, Shellbrook, SK S0J 2E0
Advertising Deadline - Friday: 4:00 p.m.

Subscriptions 
$80.00 + $4.00 (GST) = $84.00/year

Shellbrook Chronicle 
Reaching over 10,000 people 

weekly. 
Personal Classifieds: 

$16.00 for 20 words + 20¢ per 
additional word for the 1st week. 
Additional weeks: $8.00/week + GST.

Classified Display: 
$26.25/column inch. Minimum 2 
column inches = $52.50 + GST.

For All Other Advertising 
Please Contact Our Office at:

Ph: 306-747-2442 or Fax: 306-747-3000
Email: 

news: chnews@sbchron.com
advertising: chads@sbchron.com

SWNA Blanket Classifieds
Reaching almost 6 million people weekly. 

Cost for 25 words:
Saskatchewan market�...............$209.00
   Per extra word............................$5.00
Alberta market�..........................$269.00
   Per extra word............................$8.00
Manitoba market�.......................$189.00
   Eastman...................................$119.00   
   Westman..................................$119.00
   Per extra word............................$5.00
Quebec market
   English�....................................$160.00
   Per extra word............................$6.00
Atlantic market�.........................$200.00
   Per extra word............................$5.00
Also Available: Quebec (French) �.................$967.00

Enhance Your Ad (Sask. Only)
Reaching Over 330,000 People Weekly 
Size: 2 col. x 2” .................$599.00
Size: 2 col. x 4” .................$799.00
Deadline for Booking/Material 

Friday at 4 p.m.
Contact the Shellbrook Chronicle

306-747-2442
or Email:

chads@sbchron.com
All prices plus applicable taxes. 

NOTICE
This newspaper accepts advertisements in 
good faith. We advise that it is in your interest 
to investigate offers personally. Publications 
by this paper should not be taken as an 
endorsement of  the product or services offered.

www.shellbrookchronicle.com
www.spiritwoodherald.com

In
Memory
may be put in 
the Chronicle 
& Herald for 
$25.00* 
(30 words) 

20¢ per 
additional word

Photo - $10.00

Shellbrook 
Chronicle

Spiritwood 
Herald

Phone: 
306-747-2442

Fax: 
306-747-3000

email: 
chads@

sbchron.com

Zero In 
On New

Employees 
Classifieds

Work!
306.747.2442

chads@
sbchron.com
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In Loving Memory Of 
Perry 

Reynold 
Sommerfeld
August 7, 1961 - 

November 20, 2010

15 years
have passed

Our Dear Father, 
Grandfather, Son, 
Brother, Uncle and 
Friend

Dear Perry, 
It’s been fifteen years of missing you,
It’s been fifteen years today,
That our Heavenly Father took you,
To your final resting place.

There have been many changes 
here on earth,
Since the Good Lord called you home,
We so very much wish that you were 
still with us,
To watch your family grow.

Though years have passed and life goes on,
In our hearts one thing remains,
We love and miss you dearly,
And that will never change.

Sadly missed and forever loved,
Erica, Michael, Tessa, Mom, Janet, Jamie,
Rhonda, Jim and Families

memoriams

Regular services, Sunday school and special services will be listed.

LUTHERAN CHURCH
Zion - Canwood
Sunday School,

Worship Sunday, 11 a.m. 
(in-person only)

St. John’s - Shellbrook
Sunday School, 

Worship Sunday, 9 a.m.
(in-person and online 

via Facebook live)
Rev. Emmanuel Aristide

------------------------
PENTECOSTAL 

CHURCH
Parkside

10:30 a.m. Worship
Pastor Lorne Valuck

306-747-3572
Shellbrook 
Adult Study

9:30 a.m.
Sun., 10:30 a.m. - worship

Rev. Jordan Clark
306-850-0429

Canwood
10 a.m. - Sunday School

11 a.m. - Worship
Pastor Lyndon Petten

587-973-2223
Leask Gospel Tabernacle

Sunday 11 a.m.
Pastor Josh

1-780-690-2100
------------------------

UNITED CHURCH
Big River
Sundays 

11 a.m.. - Worship
 at Anglican Church
Rev. Dave Whalley

306-747-2804
------------------------

ANGLICAN CHURCH
Leask - All Saint’s

Sunday Service - 9 am MP
St. Andrew’s - Shellbrook

Sunday Service - 11 am MP
H.C. Service Nov. 30 with 
Archdeacon Brody Albers

9 a.m. in Leask, 
11 a.m. in Shellbrook
Minister’s Warden: 

306-922-5159
------------------------

EVANGELICAL FREE
Big River

10:00 a.m. - Worship
Bible Classes resume 

in the fall
306-469-2258
Youth Nite: 

Fridays at 7 p.m.
Mont Nebo

Sun. Worship - 11:00 a.m.
(10:30 a.m. June – August)

306-468-2525
------------------------

Immanuel Lutheran
Parkside

11 a.m. - Worship
(in-person and online 

via Facebook Live)
10 a.m. - Sunday School 

------------------------

PRESBYTERIAN
Mistawasis

Sunday worship
11:00 a.m.

Rev. Stewart Folster
------------------------

CATHOLIC CHURCH
Debden

Sun. Mass - 9:30 a.m. 
Fr. Mariusz Zajac

Big River - Sacred Heart
Sun., 11:30 a.m. - Mass

Whitefish
Sun., 2:30 p.m. - Mass.

Victoire
Sat., 7:30 p.m. - Mass.

Fr. Mariusz Zajac 
St. Agatha’s - Shellbrook

Mass - Sunday 9 a.m.
St. Henry’s - Leask

Mass - Sunday 11 a.m.
Mistawasis

1st & 3rd Sundays 1:30 p.m.
Fr. Tuan Doan

------------------------
SEVENTH DAY  

ADVENTIST
407-2nd Ave E, Shellbrook
Sat., 9:45 a.m. - Sabbath 

School
Sat., 11:00 am  -Worship

Pastor Myshan Irving
306-747-3398

Praise & Worship

Regular services, Sunday school and special services will be listed.

PARTNERS IN FAITH
Lutheran/United/

Christchurch Anglican, 
137-2nd St. W. 

Spiritwood
  Worship 9:00 a.m. 
Rev. Sarah Urano
-----------------------

UNITED /ANGLICAN
Worship Services

Glaslyn
Time is on the sign

Rev. Kun Kim
Rev. Don Skinner
-----------------------

CATHOLIC
SATURDAY

Medstead – 6:00 p.m. 
Shell Lake – 8:00 p.m.

SUNDAY
Spiritwood – 9:00 a.m.
Leoville – 11:00 a.m.

Chitek Lake – 1:00 p.m.
Everyone Welcome

Fr. Phinh Do 
-----------------------

COWBOY CHURCH
Spiritwood

Every 1st & 3rd Wed. 7 pm
Spiritwood Legion Hall

Pastor Rick Martin
-----------------------

FIELDS OF HOPE
(HOFFNUNGSFELDER)
MENNONITE CHURCH

Glenbush
11:00 am Worship
-----------------------

Bethel
Medstead

 2nd Sunday, 10 am - 
Worship

Pastor David Jensen
4th Sunday, 10 am - Worship

Pastor David Jensen
-----------------------

MENNONITE BRETHREN
Glenbush

10:00 am - Sunday School
Worship 10:50 am 
-----------------------

Gideons International 
of Canada

Battlefords Camp
Phone Art Martynes 

(306) 389-4633
-----------------------

PARTNERS IN WORSHIP
Shell Lake

Worship Services
Sunday 11:00 a.m. 

Pastor Sarah Urano
306-841-7333

-----------------------
LAKELAND 

COMMUNITY CHURCH
(Corner of 1st Ave. and 

4th St., Spiritwood)
Sun., 11 am - Worship 

Service & Sunday School
Pastor Michael Kluthe

306-883-2380

Praise & Worship

for sale

memoriams

NOTICE
TO OUR READERS

Please take only as many newspapers from 
our newspaper bins as need to be read.

If you’re looking for newsprint paper, please 
contact us and we can arrange a bundle(s) of 

recycled paper for your use at no charge.

Contact us at 306-747-2442.

Thank you for your understanding.

Shellbrook Chronicle 
& Spiritwood Herald

Shellbrook Chronicle 
& Spiritwood Herald
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By GRANT PERSON
Submitted

During the weekend of Nov. 7, 8 
and 9, the Canwood Elks and Royal 
Purple Elks combined their efforts in 
order to host the Saskatchewan Elks 
Provincial Bowling tournament. 

Eight teams from Canwood, Brad-
well, Nipawin, Allan, and Melfort 
competed in the weekend tourney. 

The weekend started Friday night 
with a social held at the Canwood 
Bowling Alley. The noise of pins fall-
ing began on Saturday morning, with 
teams bowling five games through-
out the day. At the end of Saturday’s 
games, the standings were tabulated 
before the bidding began on the Cal-
cutta. 

Sunday’s games started at 9 a.m. 
with the teams all playing three 
more games.

The weekend featured some great 
games on the lanes, in addition to 
an incredible menu of food provided 
by the host club’s food committee. 

There was not a chance that anyone 
would leave the bowling alley hungry 
on the weekend. Dry Ribs, breakfasts 
both mornings, a soup and sandwich 
lunch, a lasagna supper, and beef on 
a bun were all on the menu. 

Most of the participants also gath-
ered to watch the Rider/BC game on 
Saturday.

After the last pin fell on Sunday, 
Melfort came out on top of the stand-
ings and took home the champion-
ship trophy. Canwood #3 finished a 
close 2nd place. 

Other winners on the weekend 
were: Canwood 2 – Team High Sin-
gle Game, Terry Hamborg – Men’s 
High Total, Laurie Samson – Ladies 
High Total, Barry Off – Men’s High 
Single, Sharon Palmer – Ladies’ 
High Single.

The weekend was more than just 
bowling, as teams renewed and 
forged friendships. Next November, 
many of these bowlers will assemble 
in Melfort to compete for the 2026 
title.

Canwood hosts Provincial Elks bowling

Shell Lake observes 
Remembrance Day

By CAROLYN 
LALONDE

Shell Lake Legion

On Friday, Nov. 7, 
members of Shell Lake 
Legion joined Spirit-
wood members to re-
member the fallen.

The event featured 
presentations by many 
classrooms from all 

three schools. The 
morning was quite en-
joyable, and students 
were exceptionally well 
behaved.

On Remembrance 
Day, the branch hosted 
its own service, with 
members of the com-
munity attending.

Padre David Jensen 
opened the service with 

a prayer, and later spoke 
about the contributions 
of Canadian Women 
during wartime.

Following the service, 
wreaths were laid, both 
inside the church and at 
the cenotaph. 

Lunch was served at 
the Legion Hall, and no 
guest went away hun-
gry.

Comrade Don Weiers prepares to dip the Legion Flag for the Last Post, 
while Comrades Bernard Lalonde (left), Jack Klassen (right), and Chris-
tine Wollms salute.

Laurie Samson accepts the ladies’ 
high total prize from Terry Ham-
borg.

Terry Hamborg (right) accepts the 
men’s high total prize from Gail 
Jones.

The Canwood #3 team finished a close second. From left to right: Eileen 
Hamborg, Tom Wilson, Lorraine Benson, and Art Young.

The Canwood #2 team won the team high single game award. From left 
to right: Emery Hamborg, Shari Edwards, Trevor Kvinlaug, and Vince 
White.

Sask expands legal naming options
By EHEALTH SASK

Submitted

Health Minister Jeremy Cockrill 
has introduced legislation that will 
remove certain limitations to naming 
standards people often face when reg-
istering a birth or marriage, or when 
requesting a legal name change. 

The Vital Statistics Amendment 
Act, 2025 and The Change of Name 
Amendment Act, 2025 modernize 
legislation to better meet the needs of 
Saskatchewan’s diverse and growing 
population.

“As our province’s population con-
tinues to grow, we are introducing 
legislative amendments to address 
common barriers people encounter 
when they want to name their baby 
or request a name change,” Cockrill 
said. “The removal of the maximum 
number of surnames, as an exam-
ple, will provide greater flexibility 
to register different naming conven-
tions, and remove some unnecessary 
hurdles that have become apparent 
in recent years. Removing the re-
quirement for spousal notification on 
name change requests will also help 
to provide greater safety and security 
for Saskatchewan people experienc-
ing intimate partner violence.”

Key changes include:
• Addressing current surname lim-

itations, allowing for more than two 
surnames to be registered;

• Permitting registration of single 

names - also known as mononyms - 
when the name holds cultural or reli-
gious significance;

• Removing the requirement to pro-
vide proof that a spouse is aware of a 
name change request to protect pri-
vacy and personal safety;

• Expanding the list of agencies that 
can be notified of a name change, in-
cluding law enforcement; and 

• Enhancing the ability of the Reg-
istrar to issue certificates or make 
necessary amendments to registra-
tions without requiring a court order. 

The Change of Name Amendment 
Act, 2025 will lay the foundation for 
upcoming regulatory changes which 
will expand the list of designated of-
fences that would prevent those con-
victed of serious crimes from legally 
changing their name, a commitment 
made in the 2025 Throne Speech.

The amendments are supported by 
police and public agencies who rely 
on proper identification when work-
ing with the public, as well as other 
vital statistics agencies across Cana-
da. In addition to improving how vi-
tal event certificates and legal name 
change requests are managed, these 
changes better align Saskatchewan 
legislation with other jurisdictions.

Every year approximately 1,000 
Saskatchewan residents request a le-
gal name change. 

The legislation will come into force 
by order of the Lieutenant Governor 
in Council.
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