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Carol Festival brings Christmas cheer

The Debruijn family (from left, Burke, Raef, Richard, Sue, and Winston) performed a pair of tunes.

By JORDAN TWISS
Shellbrook Chronicle Reporter

The Shellbrook and Districts Arts 
Council delivered all the hallmark 
sounds of the season on Sunday, Dec. 
7, when it rang in Christmas with its 
annual Carol Festival at the Shell-
brook Theatre.

The Carol Festival is one of the lon-
gest-standing traditions in the com-
munity, routinely packing the festively 
decorated Shellbrook Theatre with an 
always-appreciative audience. This 
year carried on that tradition, as a 
capacity crowd filled up the seats and 
stood at the back of the theatre to en-
joy the show, which began with a pia-
no prelude by Terry Martin.

MCed by Karen Beauchesne (and 
her ever-changing, but always spark-
ly wardrobe) this year’s Carol Festival 
program also boasted the same level 
of local talent the audience has come 
to expect, with more than a dozen of-
ficial numbers and some last-minute 
additions to the program providing 
more than two hours of low-cost, holi-
day season entertainment and joy.

Almost as much of a tradition as the 
Carol Festival itself, Sunday evening’s 
show opened with a performance from 
Kerri English’s students, who played 
fiddle, guitar, and cello to “O Come All 
Ye Faithful” and “Deck the Halls.”

Adding a new artistic element to the 
show, Studio 747 dancers Kyra Parsons 
and Hayley Van Hereweghe graced the 

stage, with Parsons performing a bal-
let solo and Van Hereweghe perform-
ing a lyrical solo.

The dramatic arts were next to be 
represented, as Myron Wall present-
ed a humorous rendition of “Twas the 
Night Before Christmas.”

From here, the Carol Festival 
brought music from some familiar 
faces, including the Debruijn fami-
ly (Richard, Sue, Winston, Raef, and 
Burke) with “Carol of the Bells” and 
“Silent Night/Night of Silence,” The 
homegrown harmonies of the Helm 
Trio (Debbie Helm, Pam Boettcher, 
and Kim Zawislak) with “Little One” 
and “Sleep Little Baby,” singer song-
writer Cyndi Aarestad with a pair of 
recently penned originals, and the 

Watsonaires (Saskatchewan’s oldest 
all-female choral group) with “Five 
Favourite Holiday Songs,” “Star Led 
Wonder Bound,” and “God Rest Ye 
Merry Gentlemen.”

All this led into the intermission and 
a community sing-along to “Hark the 
Herald Angels Sing” and “Rudolph the 
Red-Nosed Reindeer.”

Following a brief intermission, Kerri 
English returned to the stage as con-
ductor for the Prince Albert Strings 
Orchestra, which played “Christ-
mas Stars,” “The Yuletide Rag,” and 
“Christmas Time is Here,” then a 
surprise performance of “Blue Christ-
mas” by Elvis himself earned cheers 
from the crowd.

Continued on page 2

Happy Holidays from 
all of us at Tait Insurance!!!
Quinn, Tanya, Lorraine, Melodie, Kayla, Lynn, Jasmine & Hannah

We look forward to serving you in 2026!
Toll Free: 1.877.898.8248 (tait)  Shellbrook v Canwood v Leask v  www.taitinsurance.ca
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Continued from 1
Up next, a group 

of performers (Kris-
ten, Michelle, Julian-
na, Debi, Leah Naber, 
and Jessica Crowl) 
performed “Away in a 
Manger” and “Silent 
Night,” and Myron Wall 
returned to the stage to 
share a Christmas gift 
idea for seniors.

The show closed with 
Lydia and Madison 
Graham performing 
their take on “All I want 
for Christmas is You” 
and “The First Noel,” 
with accompaniment 
from Kerralynn Bloom, 
before Lydia and Ker-
ralynn performed “Hey 
Moon” together.

Then, not quite ready 
to send the audience on 
its way just yet, Karen 
Beauchesne returned to 
the stage one last time 
to perform a couple 
numbers and lead into 
the traditional com-
munity sing-along of 
“We Wish You a Merry 
Christmas.”

Planning for the Carol 
Festival typically begins 
in September, with calls 
to past performers and 
then call backs closer to 

the show date. This can 
be a challenge in itself, 
as it’s important to keep 
the show fresh and sur-
prising year after year, 
meaning performers 
and songs can’t be re-
peated too often.

Once the Arts Council 
has its line-up reason-
ably solidified, includ-
ing the accompani-
ment for performers, 
programs need to be 
printed and volunteers 
need to be gathered to 
work sound, lights, and 
the stage for the show, 
and to help decorate the 
theatre with its twin 
Christmas trees and 
other décor.

All this work pays 
dividends for the Arts 
Council, both in terms 
of the joy it brings, and 
in the funds it raises for 
the Arts Council to sup-
port the arts in the com-
munity. This includes 
annual donations to al-
low Shellbrook Elemen-
tary School to attend 
the E.A Rawlinson’s 
annual December pro-
duction (Matilda) and 
donations to W.P. San-
din High School’s arts 
programs.

Carol Festival brings Christmas cheer

Kerri English’s students opened the Carol Festival with two familiar Christmas tunes.

*kms and price in thousands. Taxes not included in price.

Toll Free 1-800-667-3353
#2 Highway West, Watrous, SK DL907154

www.centennialford.sk.ca

PICK OF 
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(1816UA) 

2020 EDGE 
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Star White    
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Witchekan Wildlife Federation

Horn Scoring
Sunday, 

December 14
2:00 PM

Ag Barn in Spiritwood

You are invited to
Skate Shellbrook’s

Christmas 
Ice Show 

FRI., DECember 19th

6:30 – 7:30 pm
@ richardson pioneer rec centre 

(125 main st, shellbrook)
*Silver Collection @ Door*
*Raffle Prizes Available*

R.M. OF SHELLBROOK NO. 493
Request For Proposals

The Rural Municipality of Shellbrook No. 493 is 
seeking Request for Proposals on the following 
Property:
The Sale of a 3.13 Acre Parcel NW-21-50-03-W3 
Blk/Par A - Plan 101587710 Ext 12, ISC Parcel # 
150026835.
Proposals will be accepted until Dec 30, 2025 at 
4:00p.m. Minimum bid on this Parcel is $9,000.00, 
the highest of all proposals will not necessarily be 
accepted.
Proposals can be mailed to PO Box 250 Shellbrook, 
SK S0J 2E0 or emailed to admin.493@sasktel.net.
Dated at Shellbrook, Saskatchewan, this 4th day of 
December, 2025.
Duane Storey
Administrator   

Hayley Van Hereweghe brought dance to the 
Carol Festival with a lyrical solo.

Myron Wall offers a humorous rendition of 
“Twas the Night Before Christmas.”

The Helm Trio (from left, Pam Boettcher, Kim Zawislak, and Debbie 
Helm) showcased tight family harmonies.

Elvis made a surprise 
appearance to sing his 
classic, “Blue Christ-
mas.”

Lydia and Madison Graham put their own twist 
on “All I Want for Christmas is You.”



By BEVRA FEE
Spiritwood Herald 

Reporter

The return of an old classic 
event in Spiritwood provided 
a draw that saw the streets 
lined with families to await 
the Parade of Lights on Sat-
urday, Dec. 6. Floats deco-
rated with lights and illumi-
nated Christmas decorations 
of every manner rolled up to 
the wolf monument to await 
the leadership of the RCMP 
vehicle, and then proceeded 
down Main Street twice to 
brighten up the town’s atmo-
sphere.  

Tractors, horse-drawn 
wagons and even the RM 
grader were ablaze with co-
lour on the frigid evening, 
but the warmth generated 
by the enthusiastic crowd 

spilled over into the Town 
Square where fire pits and 
hot chocolate rewarded the 
hardy revellers.

Santa and the Grinch 
attended the parade be-
fore settling in at the Town 
Square to hear requests from 
mesmerized children. Par-
ents and grandparents were 
able to take pictures of their 
tots with the two traditional 
Christmas icons, and the hot 
chocolate provided an extra 
treat and more photo oppor-
tunities. 

Visiting around the fires 
was jovial — although not 
prolonged due to the crisp 
weather — and Experience 
Spiritwood (Northern Lakes 
Economic Development 
Corp.) called the cheery 
event another successful ac-
tivity.

Christmas spirit comes alive in Spiritwood

Vaadeland, Shantaia win big at SCMAs
By JORDAN TWISS
Shellbrook Chronicle 

Reporter

It’s been a big year filled 
with many firsts for Jake 
Vaadeland and the Stur-
geon River Boys (Jaxon 
Lalonde, Joel Rohs, and 
Jake Smithies).

The young group, with 
an old-time sound root-
ed in the Big River area 

where Vaadeland grew 
up, made its first big 
splash on the national 
stage by winning its first 
Juno Award for Tradi-
tional Roots Album of 
the Year for their 2024 al-
bum Retro Man… More 
and More in March, and 
the band was also named 
a finalist in SiriusXM’s 
Top of the Country com-
petition.

This served as the 
perfect springboard for 
Vaadeland and the Stur-
geon River Boys to re-
lease their latest musical 
offering, One More Dol-
lar To Go, which went on 
to earn the band its first 
Canadian Country Mu-
sic Award for Alternative 
Country Album of the 
Year in September.

And Vaadeland and the 
Sturgeon River Boys kept 
their momentum going 
all the way into the Sas-
katchewan Country Mu-
sic Association’s (SCMA) 
awards gala on Nov. 30, 
where they were nomi-
nated for nine awards.

Though it was too busy 

touring to attend, the 
band made out well on 
the evening, adding six 
awards to its ever-ex-
panding trophy case, 
including Male Artist of 
the Year for Vaadeland, 
Alternative Country Al-
bum of the Year, Inter-
active Artist of the Year, 
Record Producer of the 
Year, Fan’s Choice, and 
National/International 
Artist. 

SCMA Awards night 
was also a big one for 
Spiritwood’s Shantaia, 
who took home the 
awards for Female Art-
ist of the Year and Sin-
gle of the Year (“What I 
Wouldn’t Do”).

Bedrock Sand & Gravel and RQD Contracting 
teamed up with a Grinch-inspired truck.
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NOTICE 
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YOUR 
SUBSCRIPTION 

IS COMING DUE!
$80.00 + $4.00 GST = 

$84.00/year
Shellbrook Chronicle
& Spiritwood Herald

Phone: 306.747.2442 or
Email: accounting@sbchron.com

Box 10  Shellbrook, SK  S0J 2E0

PARKSIDE HOUSING 
AUTHORITY

has a One Bedroom Senior 
Housing Unit available for rent

For more information call:

Donna Valuck
Parkside Housing Authority Manager

306-747-9450

NOW 
OPEN!

ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS 
AND EMERGENCIES

306-883-3366
107 Main Street, 

Spiritwood, SK S0J 2M0
MON – FRI: 9AM TO 5PM

spiritwooddentalclinic.ca

Families gathered around fires at Town Square 
to warm up while waiting for Santa.

Santa and the Grinch made many kids happy after the Parade of Lights.

Jake Vaadeland (middle left) and the Sturgeon 
River Boys (Joel Rohs, Jake Smithies, and Jax-
on Lalonde) at the CCMAs. 
� Photo Credit: Facebook/Jake Vaadeland
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The fall sitting of the Leg-
islature came to a close last 
Friday, effectively marking 
the end of the first year 
of the Sask Party govern-
ment’s renewed four-year 
mandate from the people 
of Saskatchewan.

At the risk of flogging 
a dead horse, let’s revisit 
what Premier Moe prom-
ised when his government 
was given its mandate.

“When you look at the 
results tonight, there are 
many people who voted for 
the Sask Party in the past but chose 
not to in this election. We have lost 
your support, whether it be due to 
our management of healthcare, or 
education, or the cost-of-living pres-
sures we’re all feeling,” he said on 
election night.

“All of us in government, and it 
starts with myself, are going to take a 
bit of time and reflect on the message 
that was sent here this evening and 
what exactly it means. And we will 
strive to win back your support.”

Reflection. Accountability. Change.  
These are lofty promises from gov-
ernments, which, in general, tend to 
be resistant to change. 

But, with Mr. Moe’s promise in 
mind, let’s take stock of how his gov-
ernment fared over the past year.

To be certain, there was some 
change from Mr. Moe himself, most 
notably in his tone when it came to 
dealing with the federal government.

At times, during the nine-year 
reign of former Prime Minister Jus-
tin Trudeau, it felt like Mr. Moe was 
both the premier of Saskatchewan 
and the leader of Mr. Trudeau’s offi-
cial opposition.

While Mr. Trudeau was in office, 
scarcely a week went by without Mr. 
Moe having an opinion on something 
his government did. 

Sometimes, his opposition to Mr. 
Trudeau was justified, and some-
times it was clearly rooted in nothing 
more than partisan politics. Either 
way, it was always clear where he 
stood on federal policies that impact-
ed Saskatchewan.

But then, voters in the 
United States re-elected 
Donald Trump, who began  
threatening Canada’s econ-
omy and sovereignty, and 
Mr. Trudeau tendered his 
long overdue resignation.

At last, Mr. Moe and Ot-
tawa had a common ad-
versary to focus their joint 
efforts on. And by the time 
Mark Carney was selected 
as Mr. Trudeau’s replace-
ment and won his first 
election, Mr. Moe had gone 
from leader of the unoffi-

cial opposition to hopeful optimist 
about the prospects of working with 
the federal government.

Perhaps this tonal shift was due ex-
clusively to Mr. Carney’s policy shifts, 
starting with the immediate elimina-
tion of the consumer carbon tax. Ei-
ther way, it’s meant we’ve heard far 
less from Mr. Moe in recent months, 
leaving Ontario Premier Doug Ford, 
Alberta Premier Danielle Smith, and, 
over the last few weeks, B.C. Premier 
David Eby, as the country’s most vo-
cal provincial leaders.

This, however, is where the chang-
es from Mr. Moe’s government began 
and ended.

This past spring, the Sask Party 
government continued to do pretty 
much nothing to address the con-
cerns of the voters it lost due to its 
“management of healthcare, or ed-
ucation, or the cost-of-living pres-
sures we’re all feeling,” tabling a 
bogus budget with a supposed $12.2 
million surplus that included noth-
ing to account for Mr. Trump’s tar-
iffs.

What’s more, as the Sask Party 
government boasted about increased 
funding for healthcare and educa-
tion, its own documents showed it 
had budgeted less than it spent in the 
prior fiscal year.

As 2025 wore on, it was mostly sta-
tus quo in Saskatchewan.

People continued to grapple with 
affordability challenges.

Schools continued to struggle to 
meet the increasingly complex needs 
of their growing student bodies.

Residents of northern communi-
ties were forced out of their homes 
and, in some cases, watched them 
burn to the ground during wildfire 
season, and were left without sup-
ports or guidance.

Hospitals across the province con-
tinued to lack frontline healthcare 
workers, resulting in more service 
disruptions (though, the government 
did introduce a new system to better 
notify people about closures).

Through all of this, the Sask Par-
ty government did everything in its 
power to resist reflecting on or taking 
accountability for its actions.

On the wildfire issue alone, the 
Sask Party government voted against 
a public inquiry into the Saskatche-
wan Public Safety Agency’s response 
to the crisis, as well as an investiga-
tion into reports it spent twice what 
it should have for four new firefight-
ing aircraft (at a cost of an extra $100 
million to taxpayers). 

And in the waning days of the fall 
sitting of the Legislature, it also gave 
no indication it would support a bill 
to establish a new provincial wildfire 
strategy.

Also the same throughout the last 
year is the Sask Party government’s 
inability to responsibly manage the 
province’s finances.

Critics knew the government’s 
projected $12.2 million surplus was 

the stuff of pure fantasy. As such, it 
wasn’t all that surprising when the 
Sask Party government’s mid-year 
report showed that its $12.2 million 
surplus had transformed into a $427 
million deficit (the same thing hap-
pened in 2024-2025, with a $273 
million deficit ballooning to $743 
million).

And just last week, the Sask Par-
ty government was facing yet more 
questions about its financial mis-
management, after announcing an 
additional $813 million in required 
spending for SaskPower

Crown Investments Minister Jere-
my Harrison couldn’t be bothered to 
show up to a government committee 
meeting to justify the unexpected ex-
penditure.

Eventually, he did provide an ex-
planation to the media, saying the 
extra money would go to covering 
the expense of not collecting the in-
dustrial carbon tax from SaskPower 
customers, the cost of refurbishing 
and bringing coal-fired power plants 
back online, and expanding the prov-
ince’s power transmission system.

Premier Moe promised the people 
of Saskatchewan that his government 
was listening and reflecting to better 
serve them.

If this is what a year of listening 
brings, perhaps the Sask Party needs 
to have its ears checked.

Sask Party’s change 
still hard to spot
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By JORDAN TWISS
Shellbrook Chronicle Reporter

Shell Lake’s Rose Freeman didn’t 
exactly plan on having a career in 
insurance. But 13 years after she en-
tered the business, the small-town 
broker is making big waves in the in-
dustry and has no intention of going 
anywhere.

Before beginning in the insurance 
business, Freeman was working for 
a credit union in Alberta and in the 
midst of completing a mentorship 
program to become director of en-
terprises management. When get-
ting the position meant relocating 
to Edmonton, Freeman paused, took 
stock, and asked herself what she 
would do and where she would go if 
she had all the money in the world.

The answer, she says, was obvious: 
she’d return to Shell Lake, where she 
grew up. 

“I was told I’d never do anything 
career-wise if I moved out to rural 
Saskatchewan,” she recalled of her 
decision to turn down the job and 
return home. “And I didn’t have any 
job prospects at the time.”

Upon returning to Shell Lake, 
Freeman interviewed at an insur-
ance brokerage in a neighbouring 
community and found she was inter-
ested in the work, even if she didn’t 
love having to drive every day. At a 

suggestion from her father, she ap-
proached the owner of the insurance 
brokerage in Shell Lake, and learned 
that he was looking to retire.

That was in January of 2012. And 
a year later, Freeman had completed 
the four courses required to obtain 
her Canadian Accredited Insurance 
Broker designation and purchased 
the brokerage, renaming it Willow 
Insurance.

Then, at the start of 2017, Freeman 
expanded Willow Insurance to Deb-

den.
“I got to the end of the first [course], 

and I had no clue how insurance 
works. It’s poorly explained,” Free-
man said.

“So that’s been the basis for our 
business approach. We’re an edu-
cation-based brokerage. It makes it 
easier to sit on this side of the desk 
when you remember sitting on the 
other side of the desk.”

Calling insurance an industry peo-
ple “get into by accident but end up 
staying in for a long time,” Freeman 
says she loves the people side of the 
business, and the problem solving 
involved in finding the right insur-
ance solution for each customer.

With the industry constantly evolv-
ing and becoming more complex, 
Freeman says quick 5 to 10 minute 
drop-ins are no longer enough to ed-
ucate clients on their options. That’s 
why Willow Insurance has transi-
tioned to an appointment-only mod-
el, carving out more time to find the 
best plan for each client.

In her experience, the best insur-
ance policy isn’t the cheapest one, 
or one chosen from a handful of 
prepackaged options. Rather, it’s 
the policy that “fits your budget and 
helps you sleep at night.”

“You should empower people,” she 
said.

“An insurance claim is a traumat-

ic life event. It’s not just a financial 
setback, but a personal setback. You 
have to help people navigate on their 
worst day, and it can be very scary.”

This people-centred approach has 
been a successful business model for 
Willow Insurance. It’s also garnered 
Freeman attention and accolades 
from her peers in the industry at the 
national level.

In March, she was named one of 
the Elite Women in the insurance 
industry, and in October she made 
the list of Canada’s top 20 insurance 
brokers. 

Capping off a year of accolades, 
Freeman traveled to Toronto in No-
vember for the 2025 Insurance Busi-
ness Canada Awards gala, where she 
learned she’d been named Insurance 
Broker of the Year for the region that 
includes the prairies and the mari-
time provinces.

The award also earned her one of 
three nominations for the SPG Can-
ada Award for Canadian Insurance 
Broker of the Year Award.

“It’s an incredible honour. Rural 
Saskatchewan is often written off 
that there is no potential out here,” 
Freeman said.

“But insurance is a great industry. 
I don’t know that I could have found 
this level of success in any other 
professional career and still lived in 
Shell Lake.”

Freeman wins national insurance broker award

Shell Lake’s Rose Freeman is the 
Insurance Broker of the Year 
award winner for the prairies and 
maritime provinces.
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By JORDAN TWISS
Shellbrook Chronicle 

Reporter

A last-minute indoor 
pivot due to bitterly 
cold weather couldn’t 
dampen the Christmas 
spirit in Parkside on 
Saturday, Dec. 6, when 
the community was in-
vited into the Parkside 
Heritage Centre to take 
A Journey Under the 
Stars and learn the rea-
son for the season.

The dramatic retell-
ing of the Nativity sto-
ry, complete with live 
actors in costume, was 
introduced to the com-
munity in 2021 by the 
efforts of Natalie and 
Steven Jonasson, and 
typically sees guests 
guided around the vil-
lage to take in scenes 
from the story.

But a week out from 
the event, with the fore-

cast calling for tem-
peratures in the -30s, 
a decision had to be 
made: cancel or impro-
vise. 

“No wasn’t really an 
option,” said Lyndon 
Petten, who helped 
organize the evening 
alongside Natalie, Ste-
ven, and many oth-
ers, and served as the 
event’s MC. “We didn’t 
feel right about cancel-
ling the whole thing, be-
cause so much work and 
prep had gone into it.”

With some brain-
storming, plans were 
made to move the event 
to the Parkside Heritage 
Centre. And, despite the 
bitter cold, more than 
200 people stopped in 
to take in the story.

All in all, Petten says 
the organizers did the 
best they could and it 
was a great night.

“It’s so good to see the 

vitality [of the commu-
nity],” he said. “To shine 
a little light and bring 
people together under 
the common cause of 
Christmas and the birth 
of Christ, that’s why we 
do it.”

A Journey Under the 
Stars shone a light in 
more ways the one, by 
serving as an oppor-
tunity to give back to 
the community. A chilli 
dinner, held in conjunc-
tion with the retelling, 
saw 250 bowls served to 
hungry guests, helped 
to raise funds for Jasey 
Petten, who’s going to 
Mexico for a stem cell 
transplant.

“It was amazing to see 
the community support 
come out.”

Other attractions on 
the evening includ-
ed live music from the 
Quist family and Jaden 
Schutte, both local tal-

ents from the Canwood 
Pentecostal Church, 
sleigh rides around the 
village, and, new to this 
year, a market for ven-
dors to display and sell 
their wares.

Though some vendors 
cancelled at the last 
minute, Petten says it 
was a great addition to 
the event and will hope-
fully be bigger and bet-

ter next year.
“It’s a great way for 

some people come out 
to make a little extra 
money over Christmas 
but to also bless other 
people,” he said. “There 
were some great gifts 
downstairs.”

For Petten, nights 
like A Journey Under 
the Stars are important 
because they bring the 

community together. 
That’s why organizers 
are already looking for-
ward to next year.

“When we were clean-
ing up [on Sunday] we 
were already talking 
about plans for next 
year of how we can do it 
and make it better,” he 
said. “We’re just excited 
to serve the communi-
ty.”

Parkside celebrates the meaning of Christmas

Joseph reflects on Mary’s surprise pregnancy, while receiving an unex-
pected visit from an angel (and another guest).

Community Calendar
~

SPIRITWOOD: Wapiti Regional Library - Tuesday 10am - 5pm; Wednesday 
10am - 5pm; Thursday  1pm to 5pm; Friday 10am - 5pm
LEOVILLE: Wapiti Regional Library - Wednesday 10am - 4pm; Thursday 
10am - 4pm 
SHELL LAKE: Wapiti Regional Library - Tuesday 11am - 4pm; Wednesday 
12 pm -5 pm

~
BLAINE LAKE: Wapiti Library - Wednesday 1pm - 6pm; Thursday 1pm - 
6pm; Friday 1pm - 6pm; Saturday 10am - 3pm. Contact us for more info 306-
497-3130, www.wapitilibrary.ca.
BIG RIVER: Wapiti Library - Tuesday 11:30am - 4:30pm; Wednesday 
11:30am - 4:30pm; Thursday 11:30am - 4:30pm. Phone # 306-469-2152
CANWOOD: Canwood Branch of Wapiti Regional Library Hours: Tuesday 
9:30am - 4pm; Wednesday 10:30am - 5pm; Phone: 306-468-2501
Debden: Wapiti Library hours:  Tuesday 10am - 4pm; Wednesday 12pm - 
6pm.  Librarian: Aline Hannon
LEASK: Wapiti Library & Legacy Gallery Hours - Tuesday 9am - 2pm; 
Wednesday 2pm - 8pm; Friday 9am - 12pm
Marcelin: Wapiti Library - Saturday 10am - 2pm; Thursday 2pm - 8pm. 
For information on all your library needs, please contact 306-226-2110.
Shellbrook: Shellbrook Branch of the Wapiti Library located at 105 
Railway Ave., West (Provincial building). Library Hours: Monday 2pm - 6pm; 
Tuesday 2pm - 8pm; Wednesday 2pm - 8pm; Thursday 12pm - 6pm; Friday 10 
am - 5pm (Story Time 10:30am - 11:30am); Saturday 10am - 4pm. 

~
BIG RIVER: Alcoholics Anonymous Meeting – Every Wednesday, 7:30 pm @ 
Train Station in Big River (Railway Avenue)

~
SHELLBROOK: Kinette Club of Shellbrook presents Small Business Christ-
mas Party – Friday, December 12, Shellbrook Community Hall. 5pm Cock-
tails; 6:30pm Christmas Supper; 8pm Comedian Darryl “Junior” Koszman & 
friends with dance to follow. Tickets: $50 ea. or $350/table of 8. $10 entry fee 
for dance entrance after 10pm. Limited tickets available. For tickets contact 
shellbrook_kinettes@hotmail.com or Shellbrook Kinettes facebook page. All 
proceeds to Shellbrook Community Hall improvements.
SPIRITWOOD: Witchekan Wildlife Federation Horn Scoring – Sunday, De-
cember 14, 2pm @ Ag Barn in Spiritwood.
SHELLBROOK: You are invited to Skate Shellbrook’s Christmas Ice Show – 
Friday, December 19, 6:30 to 7:30 pm @ Richardson Pioneer Rec Centre (125 
Main St, Shellbrook). Silver Collection at door. Raffle prizes available.

Triple your advertising
We’ll advertise your important community event in our Community Calendar 

FREE for two weeks prior to the event with purchase of a 
2 column x 2” Display ad for only:

$60.00 plus G.S.T. - A savings of over 30%
Available to Non-Profit & Community Organizations Only

Call Now For Further Details
“Don’t miss out on letting your Community and others know of your event!”

Shellbrook Chronicle & Spiritwood Herald
Box 10, Shellbrook, SK  S0J 2E0

Ph: 306-747-2442 • Fax: 306-747-3000 • Email: chads@sbchron. com

Jasmine Allen was one of a handful of vendors at the Christmas Market, 
selling her homemade baked goods.

Mary says a prayer after learning she’s pregnant in a scene from the Na-
tivity story.



It is easy to sit in awe 
of the constant ad-
vancements being made 
by science and technol-
ogy.

At times the steps are 
so large, dynamic, and 
paradigm shifting, it is 
almost scary — perhaps 
only because of the 
backlash of the few (vo-
cal as they may be) who 
fear science.

But without science 
we’d be back in the 
Dark Ages, and we most 
definitely need to look 
boldly to the future, not 
regress.

So when I saw a recent 
producer.com article 
about the installation of 

a pyrolysis system on a 
Regina area farm I was 
intrigued.

The idea is that the 
unit will turn crop 
waste into biochar.

Biochar — and I admit 
I had to read the article 
to know what it is — is a 
product which enhanc-
es soil and sequesters 
carbon.

Now pyrolysis in itself 
new.

Pyrolysis involves 
baking, not burning 
of waste materials — 
in this case, targeting 
field waste such as flax 
straw. The materials 
are broken down into a 
gas, a liquid, and a solid 

char.
The process is intrigu-

ing because of its versa-
tility. Sources include 
poultry litter, cattle 
manure, crop waste and 
municipal solid wastes. 
The latter is interesting, 
as ever-changing envi-
ronmental regulations 

make it increasingly 
costly for municipal 
landfills to expand to 
deal with waste.

The char ends up back 
in the field as a soil ad-
ditive.

Certainly, in the case 
of feedlot waste, using 
field material not easily 
re-incorporated in the 
soil — in particular flax 
straw, and municipal 
waste — is an effective 
way to essentially re-
cycle worthwhile prod-
uct is a hugely positive 
thing.

Of course there is the 
issue of logistics, which 
is something that is 
constantly a stumbling 

block on the rural prai-
ries. Whether it is the 
need to maintain more 
hospitals than the over-
all population war-
rants, maintaining all 
the miles of asphalt, or 
in this case gathering 
raw materials for pyrol-
ysis, the vast size of the 
prairies adds to costs.

Regina may not 
seem so far away, but 
hauling waste from a 
Yorkton landfill or an 
Estevan-area flax field 
might not make finan-
cial sense.

It was an issue when 
a flax fibre plant was lo-
cated south of Canora, 
and a marketing hurdle 

of a pea chip plant once 
located at Kelvington.

Having products 
coming from or going to 
a plant on trucks adds 
to costs. And, while one 
answer might lie in es-
tablishing a number of 
smaller pyrolysis units, 
this model would be 
less efficient.

Still, the pyrolysis 
process is another tech 
advancement — one 
that deals with waste 
and offers a positive 
soil additive. It is an-
other example of why 
we need science, be-
cause it creates better 
options for our collec-
tive future.

Pyrolysis could provide farm waste solution

Sask. NDP introduces wildfire strategy bill
By SASK NDP

Submitted

The Saskatchewan NDP has intro-
duced new legislation to ensure the 
provincial government finally devel-
ops a comprehensive, province-wide 
strategy to fight wildfires after a di-
sastrous season that saw entire north-
ern communities burn to the ground.

“This was a horrific summer for so 
many people in Northern Saskatch-
ewan — I want them to know we’ve 
heard their calls for change,” said 
Carla Beck, Leader of the Saskatche-
wan NDP. “We have a responsibility to 
make sure what happened this sum-
mer never happens again. The provin-
cial government can never be caught 
flat-footed like this again.”

Bill 609, The Saskatchewan Wild-
fire Strategy Act, would require the 
Ministry of Public Safety to create and 
regularly update a provincial wildfire 
management strategy, maintain on-
going consultation with experts and 
Indigenous and community partners, 
and provide clear, transparent public 
reporting.

“The people of the North are tired 
of being ignored by this 18-year-old 
government,” said Athabasca MLA 

Leroy Laliberte. “Every community 
deserves a safe, secure future in this 
great province.”

Out of pure frustration, Trevor 
Sewap quit as the Fire Base Supervi-
sor for Pelican Narrows as fire raced 
into Denare Beach. He welcomes 
legislation that would require better 
wildfire management training.

“The government wanted to run 
from the fire and they left behind only 
people with only their running shoes 
and no proper equipment to try to 
save the community,” Sewap said. “No 
one listened to me or anyone else with 
experience. That can’t happen again 
— I’ve been fighting fires since before 
many of the people calling the shots 
were born.”

Parts of the Sask. Party’s chaotic 
and ineffective wildfire response are 
currently under investigation by the 
Provincial Ombudsman and by two 
separate investigations from the Pro-
vincial Auditor. Community firefight-
ers and residents of Denare Beach 
continue to call for a full public inqui-
ry into the government’s response.

The Sask. Party government refused 
federal military assistance at the peak 
of the wildfires and allegedly over-
spent $100 million on waterbombers 

that never saw action.
“Just weeks before fire season, Moe’s 

minister looked me in the eye and 
promised the government was fully 
prepared,” said Cumberland MLA and 
Northern Affairs Shadow Minister 
Jordan McPhail. “The word of a Sask. 
Party minister simply isn’t enough 
anymore. We need a law on the books 
that forces real preparation.”

Kari Lentowicz has an extensive 
background in disaster and emergen-
cy management. Her home burned in 
Denare Beach.

“We need to involve the local people 
and realize that their years of experi-
ence in their environment has signifi-
cant value. Their lived experience and 
knowledge of the land needs to be in-
tegrated into preparedness planning 
and leveraged during response,” Len-

towicz said.
“We don’t want anyone else to lose 

their homes or two-thirds of their 
community because the government 
failed to consult the very people they 
were supposed to serve and protect. 
Many of us were there and were ig-
nored — utilizing local knowledge, 
listening to those outside the Sas-
katchewan Public Safety Agency with 
years of wildfire experience, and ac-
knowledging help outside the existing 
SPSA was necessary and would have 
prevented a disaster of this scale.

“There is also the need for account-
ability for everything that was lost.”

The Saskatchewan NDP also contin-
ues to join countless voices from the 
North in advocating for a truly inde-
pendent public inquiry into the wild-
fire disaster.
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Calvin 
Daniels

On Agriculture

Shellbrook Chronicle
& Spiritwood Herald

Office will be closed from

December 23/25
through 

January 1/26
Regular office hours will 
resume January 2, 2026

Advertising Deadline 
is Fri., Dec. 19/25

for December 25th edition.

Shellbrook Chronicle

Spiritw
ood Herald

Wishing You Health, Lots of Laughter 
And a Newsworthy Season

May your holiday season contain all the makings of lasting memories 
for you and your loved ones. We thank our customers, friends 

and readers for your continued support. 

We will NOT be publishing a paper on January 1st, 2026 due to 
the holidays. Please plan advertising accordingly, thank you!Newspapers deliver facts you can count on to keep 

communities strong, informed and connected. 

Trusted journalism, produced by real people who 
check the facts, helps protect the truth.

!!

newsmediacanada.ca

YOUR VOICE, 
YOUR COMMUNITY, 

YOUR NEWS.
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In hockey-mad Can-
ada, fans spend their 
time watching hockey, 
thinking about hockey, 
talking about hockey 
and mentally planning 
Canada’s roster for the 
2026 Olympic Games in 
Italy.

Only a couple of weeks 
remain before the Dec. 
31 deadline for Hockey 
Canada to submit its 
roster and while a num-
ber of players’ names 
are automatic, a couple 
of others are subject to 
quite the controversy.

Such as: Should Con-
nor Bedard and Mack-
lin Celebrini be part 
of Canada’s team that 
tries to win another 
gold medal for the No. 
1 hockey country in the 
world? A 3-0 victory 
over Sweden in the 2014 
gold-medal game was 
the last time Canada’s 
team was comprised 
of National Hockey 
League players.

A disagreement be-
tween the NHL Play-
ers’ Association, the 
International Olympic 
Committee and the In-
ternational Ice Hockey 
Federation kept NHL 
players out of the 2018 
Winter Olympics and 

the COVID-19 pandem-
ic was responsible for 
their absence in 2022.

Now the NHL is 
back, offering Olympic 
Games fans the abso-
lute cream of the world’s 
hockey crop … or is it? 
If Bedard, 20, and Ce-
lebrini, 19, are not on 
Canada’s team, are fans 
truly being treated to 
best-on-best?

Arguments against 
including Bedard and 
Celebrini include the 
value of experience in 
international hockey. 
Okay, if experience is 
that vital, why not get 
over that hump in ’26 so 
when the 2030 games 
come around, they’ll 
have already conquered 
that intangible.

At last look, Celebrini 

was second in the NHL 
scoring race, trailing 
only Nathan MacKin-
non, while Bedard was 
fourth. 

Both have led their re-
spective teams to NHL 
relevance after years 
of hanging around the 
bottom of the stand-
ings. 

Both are clearly 
among the top 14 for-
wards in the NHL; the 
only drawbacks are 
their age. 

It’s hard to argue that 
a lack of international 
experience should be a 
factor in keeping them 
off the team when in 
their immediate pre-
NHL years, they’ve 
dominated Canadian 
U-17 and World Junior 
teams in international 
play.

If Canada gets solid 
goaltending, as Jordan 
Binnington provided in 
last winter’s 4 Nations 
Cup, it has enough fire-
power up front and on 
defence to allow for the 
inclusion of Bedard and 
Celebrini and win gold. 

Perhaps Anthony 
Cirelli and Mark Stone 
can offer better defen-
sive play but they can’t 
come close to generat-

ing offence like Bedard 
and Celebrini. 

If Tampa Bay’s 
Brayden Point is a pro-
jected member of the 
Olympic team due to 
his offensive prowess, 
how can Canada’s hock-
ey hierarchy justify the 
fact that at the end of 
November, Point had 
played in 21 of Tam-
pa’s 25 games but stood 
222nd in the NHL scor-
ing race with 11 points? 
Perhaps Tampa coach 
Jon Cooper, one of the 
Team Canada bosses, is 
exerting too much influ-
ence on Canada’s roster.

Dump Point. Dump 
Cirelli. Add the two 
young superstars and 
fill the net in Italy. 

Remember, the best 
defence is a good of-
fence and if Bedard and 
Celebrini are currently 
filling NHL nets sur-
rounded by a pletho-
ra of ordinary players, 
how good could they be 
surrounded by fellow 
superstars?

• Comedy guy Tor-
ben Rolfsen of Vancou-
ver: “Blue Jays’ Vladi-
mir Guerrero, Jr., won 
MLB’s first entertainer 
of the year award, beat-
ing out Taylor Swift and 

the San Diego Chicken.”
• In a Steve Rushin 

si.com story on ball-
park food, Joey Votto, 
responding to a fan who 
heckled that ‘I remem-
ber when you used to 
be good’: “I remember 
when you used to be 
thin.”

• Scott Matia, on 
Bluesky: “Connor Mc-
David took less money 
and all he got in return 
was Trent Frederic and 
a kick square in the (un-
mentionables).”

• Torben Rolfsen 
again: “Saskatchewan 
Roughriders players say 
they’ve got the greatest 
fans in pro sports. One 
of them said he got rec-
ognized in Walmart. 
Uh, dude, that’s their 
job. They’re called peo-
ple greeters.”

• Rolfsen once more: 
“The NFL had another 
spitting incident last 
week. C’mon guys, stop 
it. Maybe we can have 
a punt, pass and spit 
competition.”

• Norman Chad, on 
‘Gambling Mad’: “Drake 
Maye could be the latter 
day Tom Brady, without 
the supermodel wife, 
special diet and deflated 
footballs.”

• RJ Currie of sports-
deke.com: “Three 
things I’m thankful for 
on American Thanks-
giving: 3. I am not a 
Tennessee Titans fan; 2. 
I am not a Toronto Ma-
ple Leafs fan; 1. I am not 
a turkey.”

• Steve Simmons of 
the Toronto Sun: “A 
former Olympic coach 
on deciding who your 
third goalie is: ‘If you 
need your third goalie 
at the Olympics, you’re 
already in trouble.’” 

• Headline at fark.
com: “Once again the 
NY Giants defence 
snaps a loss from the 
jaws of victory. Mean-
while, fans wonder if 
they can get an interim 
head coach to replace 
the current interim 
head coach.”

• A  golden oldie 
from Mets’ manager 
Casey Stengel, during 
an early-1960s mound 
visit with pitcher Rog-
er Craig, with Giants 
slugger Willie McCovey 
about to bat: “Where do 
you want to pitch him, 
upper deck or lower 
deck?”

Care to comment? 
Email brucepen-
ton2003@yahoo.ca

Young superstars belong on Olympic team

U18 Elks pick up second win
By JORDAN TWISS

Shellbrook Chronicle Reporter

The U18 AA Parkland Elks had a full weekend line-
up of hockey, hosing the Saskatoon Sabercats at the 
Richardson Pioneer Recreation on Saturday night, 
before traveling to North Battleford to face the North 
West Stars on Sunday afternoon.

Through two low-scoring affairs, the Elks fought 
their way to their second win of the season, but fol-
lowed it up with a tough loss.

Elks (2) vs Cats (1)
Though the Elks jumped out to an early lead against 

the Sabercats on Saturday night, thanks to a goal 
from Aiden Tait, assisted by Brady Hujber, this quick 
first goal wasn’t a harbinger of a flood of scoring.

Instead, more than 20 minutes passed before the 
next goal came in the second period — this time from 

the Sabercats’ Gavin Clements, assisted by Caleb 
Buck.

With the game tied at 1-1, and goals seemingly hard 
to come by, it seemed like whoever scored next would 
end up being the winner. Then, the rest of the second 
period passed without either team scoring, and the 
third period also passed without a goal, sending the 
game into overtime.

In the shortened five-minute period, the Elks man-
aged to eke out the win on a late goal from Davin 
Hart, assisted by Cohen Ball.

Elks (2) vs Stars (3)
With less than 24 hours of rest, the Elks traveled to 

meet the North West Stars on Sunday afternoon and 
showed no fatigue as they jumped out to a 1-0 lead on 
a goal from Davin Hart, assisted by Lyndon Soonias, 
late in the first period.

The one goal lead would hold for the remainder 
of the period, then become a two goal lead midway 
through the second period when Hart struck again 
on an assist from Brady Hujber.

The Elks’ fortunes quickly swung the other way, 
however, as back-to-back penalties resulted in back-
to-back goals for the Stars

As the action moved to the third period, the Stars 
capitalized on another Elks penalty to go up 3-2, and 
controlled the pace of the period to hold on for the 
win.

The Elks now sit at 2-11-0-1 on the season. 
This Friday evening, the team hosts the Martens-

ville Marauders in Shellbrook, before travelling to 
Saskatoon to face off against the Saskatoon Crunch 
on Saturday.

SportsSports

BRUCE 
PENTON

~

Shellbrook seniors 
receive FCC grant

By FARM 
CREDIT CANADA

Submitted

Farm Credit Canada 
(FCC) is giving $1.5 
million through its 
FCC AgriSpirit Fund 
to 81 community proj-
ects across Canada to 
support rural capital 
projects.

Among the Sas-
katchewan recipients 
is Shellbrook Senior 
Citizens’ Co-opera-
tive Club, which was 
awarded $16,000 to 
remove rotten wood 
and shingles and put a 
new roof on the Shell-
brook Senior Citizens’ 
Centre.

“Every AgriSpirit 
Fund project reflects 
a community com-
ing together to solve 
a need,” said André 
Surprenant, senior 
vice-president of ag 

production at FCC. 
“We are proud to play 
our part in supporting 
those efforts and con-
tributing to these es-
sential spaces, services 
and infrastructure that 
help rural communi-
ties thrive. These proj-
ects show what’s pos-
sible when local vision 
and national support 
work hand in hand.”

This year, the FCC 
AgriSpirit Fund award-
ed between $10,000 
and $25,000 to various 
community improve-
ment initiatives that 
enrich the lives of res-
idents in cities, towns 
or Indigenous commu-
nities with fewer than 
150,000 people.

Over the past 22 
years, the FCC AgriSp-
irit Fund has support-
ed 1,778 projects, an 
investment of $24 mil-
lion.

In Memoriams

Shellbrook Chronicle & 
Spiritwood Herald

Phone 306-747-2442  Fax 306-747-3000

In memoriams may be put in the 
Chronicle & Herald for $25.00

(30 words) plus 20¢ per
additional word
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Glen Jantz
306-984-7634, Leoville

gcjantz@gmail.com
Licenced & Bonded
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Weberg 
Accounting

Services
Andrea Weberg 

CPTP, DFA-TSS

306-747-2244 
Shellbrook

ACCOUNTANT

“Faces you know, people you trust at a time you need them the most”

306-747-2828 (24 hrs.)
101 Railway Ave. W., Shellbrook, SK

Monument Sales & pre-arrangements available
Shellbrook – Spiritwood – Big River – Debden  

Prince Albert – Canwood – Leask 
www.beaulacfuneralhome.com

FUNERAL SERVICES

Call today for your 
 Hearing Test!

1-306-883-3997
Hearing Aid Sales and Services

101 Main Street, Spiritwood

HEaRING CENTRE

HEARING

1-877-898-8248 (TAIT)

Shellbrook � 306-747-2896
Canwood � 306-468-2227
Leask � 306-466-4811

email: office@taitinsurance.ca
www.taitinsurance.ca

General, Health & Hail Insurance
Motor License Issuer

insurance

Law Office
DELBERT DYNNA

100A - 10th St. East
Prince Albert, SK S6V 0Y7

phone (306) 764-6856
fax (306) 763-9540

Preferred areas of practice:
Wills, Estates, Real Estate

LAWYER

Shelley Cannon, in person,
by appointment

NEW LOCATION:
236 Main St., Spiritwood
All lawyers, Monday - Friday, 
1200 Central Ave., Prince Albert

306-922-4700 or
scannon@novuslaw.ca

NOVUS LAW GROUP
Wilcox Holash McCullagh

LAWYER

Courteous, professional,
reliable, plumbing, heating,

gas fitting services

Ph: 306-747-4332
Shellbrook, Sask.

plumbingMECHANIC

• Truck and Trailer Inspections
• School Bus Inspections

• Diesel Tuning
• Diagnostics Services

• Fully Licensed

Call for more information

306-747-7711

LAWYER

Bill Cannon, in person,
by appointment

52 Main Street, Shellbrook
306-922-4700

All lawyers, Monday - Friday, 
1200 Central Ave., Prince Albert

306-922-4700

NOVUS LAW GROUP
Wilcox Holash McCullagh

ADVERTISE HERE

This Space Is 
Waiting For You
Keep Your Business In 
The Public Eye And A 

Quick Reference At Your 
Customer’s Finger Tips.

Call Today:
306-747-2442

real estate

306.883.7449
Call or text

Residential | Cottage | Agricultural | Commercial

www.heathersarrazin.com

Located in Shell 
Lake and proudly 

supporting & 
serving our local 

communities!

North Country

real estate

To Sell Ag, Residential, 
Cottage & Commercial 

Properties For You!

306-441-1625 (cell)
ssk@littleloon.ca

Shawna Schira-Kroeker
Your Local Realtor™...

Working Hard ...

Each Office Independently 
Owned & Operated 

North Country

www.shawnaschirakroeker.com

real estate

RESIDENTIAL – COMMERCIAL – FARM

Bevra Fee, Realtor®
(306) 883-7058
RE/MAX OF THE BATTLEFORDS

each office independently owned & operated

bevrafee@sasktel.net
SPIRITWOOD’S 

REALTOR®...
SERVING THE 

REGION!

1391 100th St
NORTH BATTLEFORD, SK

S9A 0V9
Office: (306) 446-8800

ADVERTISE HERE

This Space Is 
Waiting For You
Keep Your Business In 
The Public Eye And A 

Quick Reference At Your 
Customer’s Finger Tips.

Call Today:
306-747-2442
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Waiting For You

Keep Your Business In The Public Eye And A Quick 
Reference At Your Customer’s Finger Tips.

Call Today:
306-747-2442

ADVERTISE HERE

This Space Is 
Waiting For You
Keep Your Business In 
The Public Eye And A 

Quick Reference At Your 
Customer’s Finger Tips.

Call Today:
306-747-2442

ADVERTISE HERE

This Space Is 
Waiting For You
Keep Your Business In 
The Public Eye And A 

Quick Reference At Your 
Customer’s Finger Tips.

Call Today:
306-747-2442

ADVERTISE HERE

This Space Is 
Waiting For You
Keep Your Business In 
The Public Eye And A 

Quick Reference At Your 
Customer’s Finger Tips.

Call Today:
306-747-2442

Your Guide to 
Home Services 
and Repair 
Professionals

ADVERTISE HERE

This Space Is 
Waiting For You

Keep Your Business In The Public Eye And A Quick 
Reference At Your Customer’s Finger Tips.

Call Today:
306-747-2442

real estate
BUYING OR SELLING 

FARMLAND?

306-570-7743
skfarmland.ca
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Fax
306-747-3000

Email
chads@sbchron.com

P.O. Box 10, Shellbrook, SK S0J 2E0
Advertising Deadline - Friday: 4:00 p.m.

Subscriptions 
$80.00 + $4.00 (GST) = $84.00/year

Shellbrook Chronicle 
Reaching over 10,000 people 

weekly. 
Personal Classifieds: 

$16.00 for 20 words + 20¢ per 
additional word for the 1st week. 
Additional weeks: $8.00/week + GST.

Classified Display: 
$26.25/column inch. Minimum 2 
column inches = $52.50 + GST.

For All Other Advertising 
Please Contact Our Office at:

Ph: 306-747-2442 or Fax: 306-747-3000
Email: 

news: chnews@sbchron.com
advertising: chads@sbchron.com

SWNA Blanket Classifieds
Reaching almost 6 million people weekly. 

Cost for 25 words:
Saskatchewan market�...............$209.00
   Per extra word............................$5.00
Alberta market�..........................$269.00
   Per extra word............................$8.00
Manitoba market�.......................$189.00
   Eastman...................................$119.00   
   Westman..................................$119.00
   Per extra word............................$5.00
Quebec market
   English�....................................$160.00
   Per extra word............................$6.00
Atlantic market�.........................$200.00
   Per extra word............................$5.00
Also Available: Quebec (French) �.................$967.00

Enhance Your Ad (Sask. Only)
Reaching Over 330,000 People Weekly 
Size: 2 col. x 2” .................$599.00
Size: 2 col. x 4” .................$799.00
Deadline for Booking/Material 

Friday at 4 p.m.
Contact the Shellbrook Chronicle

306-747-2442
or Email:

chads@sbchron.com
All prices plus applicable taxes. 

NOTICE
This newspaper accepts advertisements in 
good faith. We advise that it is in your interest 
to investigate offers personally. Publications 
by this paper should not be taken as an 
endorsement of  the product or services offered.

www.shellbrookchronicle.com
www.spiritwoodherald.com

 We’ve Got an 
earful For You!

Count on the 
Shellbrook Chronicle
Spiritwood Herald 

for a new crop of 
classified ads every week!

• Miscellaneous
• Autos

• Recreation vehicles
• Farm Machinery

• Seed/Feed
• Homes
• Land

• For Rent
• Help Wanted

• Coming Events
• Auctions

306-747-2442
chads@sbchron.com
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NOTICE
TO OUR READERS

Please take only as many newspapers from 
our newspaper bins as need to be read.

If you’re looking for newsprint paper, please 
contact us and we can arrange a bundle(s) of 

recycled paper for your use at no charge.

Contact us at 306-747-2442.

Thank you for your understanding.

Shellbrook Chronicle 
& Spiritwood Herald

Shellbrook Chronicle 
& Spiritwood Herald

Regular services, Sunday school and special services will be listed.

LUTHERAN CHURCH
Zion - Canwood
Sunday School,

Worship Sunday, 11 a.m. 
(in-person only)

St. John’s - Shellbrook
Sunday School, 

Worship Sunday, 9 a.m.
(in-person and online 

via Facebook live)
Rev. Emmanuel Aristide

------------------------
PENTECOSTAL 

CHURCH
Parkside

10:30 a.m. Worship
Pastor Lorne Valuck

306-747-3572
Shellbrook 
Adult Study

9:30 a.m.
Sun., 10:30 a.m. - worship

Rev. Jordan Clark
306-850-0429

Canwood
10 a.m. - Sunday School

11 a.m. - Worship
Pastor Lyndon Petten

587-973-2223
Leask Gospel Tabernacle

Sunday 11 a.m.
Pastor Josh

1-780-690-2100
------------------------

UNITED CHURCH
Big River
Sundays 

11 a.m.. - Worship
 at Anglican Church
Rev. Dave Whalley

306-747-2804
------------------------

ANGLICAN CHURCH
Leask - All Saint’s

Sunday Service - 9 am MP
St. Andrew’s - Shellbrook

Sunday Service - 11 am MP
H.C. Service Nov. 30 with 
Archdeacon Brody Albers

9 a.m. in Leask, 
11 a.m. in Shellbrook
Minister’s Warden: 

306-922-5159
------------------------

EVANGELICAL FREE
Big River

10:00 a.m. - Worship
Bible Classes resume 

in the fall
306-469-2258
Youth Nite: 

Fridays at 7 p.m.
Mont Nebo

Sun. Worship - 11:00 a.m.
(10:30 a.m. June – August)

306-468-2525
------------------------

Immanuel Lutheran
Parkside

11 a.m. - Worship
(in-person and online 

via Facebook Live)
10 a.m. - Sunday School 

------------------------

PRESBYTERIAN
Mistawasis

Sunday worship
11:00 a.m.

Rev. Stewart Folster
------------------------

CATHOLIC CHURCH
Debden

Sun. Mass - 9:30 a.m. 
Fr. Mariusz Zajac

Big River - Sacred Heart
Sun., 11:30 a.m. - Mass

Whitefish
Sun., 2:30 p.m. - Mass.

Victoire
Sat., 7:30 p.m. - Mass.

Fr. Mariusz Zajac 
St. Agatha’s - Shellbrook

Mass - Sunday 9 a.m.
St. Henry’s - Leask

Mass - Sunday 11 a.m.
Mistawasis

1st & 3rd Sundays 1:30 p.m.
Fr. Tuan Doan

------------------------
SEVENTH DAY  

ADVENTIST
407-2nd Ave E, Shellbrook
Sat., 9:45 a.m. - Sabbath 

School
Sat., 11:00 am  -Worship

Pastor Myshan Irving
306-747-3398

Praise & Worship

Regular services, Sunday school and special services will be listed.

PARTNERS IN FAITH
Lutheran/United/

Christchurch Anglican, 
137-2nd St. W. 

Spiritwood
  Worship 9:00 a.m. 
Rev. Sarah Urano
-----------------------

UNITED /ANGLICAN
Worship Services

Glaslyn
Time is on the sign

Rev. Kun Kim
Rev. Don Skinner
-----------------------

CATHOLIC
SATURDAY

Medstead – 6:00 p.m. 
SUNDAY

Leoville – 9:30 a.m.
Spiritwood – 11:15 a.m.
Shell Lake – 2:00 p.m.

Everyone Welcome
Fr. Phinh Do 

-----------------------

COWBOY CHURCH
Spiritwood

Every 1st & 3rd Wed. 7 pm
Spiritwood Legion Hall

Pastor Rick Martin
-----------------------

FIELDS OF HOPE
(HOFFNUNGSFELDER)
MENNONITE CHURCH

Glenbush
11:00 am Worship
-----------------------

Bethel
Medstead

 2nd Sunday, 10 am - 
Worship

Pastor David Jensen
4th Sunday, 10 am - Worship

Pastor David Jensen
-----------------------

MENNONITE BRETHREN
Glenbush

10:00 am - Sunday School
Worship 10:50 am 
-----------------------

Gideons International 
of Canada

Battlefords Camp
Phone Art Martynes 

(306) 389-4633
-----------------------

PARTNERS IN WORSHIP
Shell Lake

Worship Services
Sunday 11:00 a.m. 

Pastor Sarah Urano
306-841-7333

-----------------------
LAKELAND 

COMMUNITY CHURCH
(Corner of 1st Ave. and 

4th St., Spiritwood)
Sun., 11 am - Worship 

Service & Sunday School
Pastor Michael Kluthe

306-883-2380

Praise & Worship

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

In the estate of 
GLENN ERNEST BOHL, 
late of canwood, 
SK, deceased. All 
claims against the above 
estate, duly verified by 
statutory declaration 
and with particulars 
and valuation of security 
held, if any, must be sent 
before December 19th, 
2025 to:
DELBERT DYNNA 
LAW OFFICE
100A - 10th St. East
Prince Albert, SK, S6V 0Y7
� 2-49

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

In the estate of GORDON 
COATES, late of the Village 
of Leask, in the Province of 
Saskatchewan, deceased. 
All claims against the 
above Estate, duly verified 
by statutory declaration 
and with particulars and 
valuation of security held, 
if any, must be sent to the 
undersigned before the 3rd 
day of January, 2026.
Jeremy Coates
Box 135 
Leask, SK  S0J 1M0
� 2-49

notice to 
creditors
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Obituaries
~

Marie Helene Juliette Assman

ASSMAN, Marie Helene 
Juliette (née Poulin)

April 6, 1934 – 
November 26, 2025

Julie, as she was known 
to all who loved her, 
passed away peacefully 
on November 26, 2025, at 
the age of 91. She was pre-
deceased by her beloved 
husband of 65 years, Herb 
Assman, on November 21, 
2024.

Born on April 6, 1934, in 
Leoville, Saskatchewan, 
Julie was one of ten chil-
dren born to Arthur and 
Gabrielle Poulin. In her 
early twenties, she moved 
to Prince George, where 
she met the love of her 

life, Herb. They married 
in 1960, and together they 
built a life centred around 
family. Julie embraced life 
with gratitude and joy; 
she was the steady heart 
of our family and support-
ed Dad through many ad-
ventures and a successful 
business. She cherished 
her children, grandchil-
dren, great-grandchil-
dren, and her many sib-
lings, nieces, and nephews 
and countless friends. 
With a spirit that saw the 
glass as always full, she 
taught us patience, kind-
ness, strength, and most 
of all love.

Julie is lovingly remem-
bered by her children: 
daughters, Beverly Ass-
man (Michael Noonan) 
and Judy Neiser (Rich-
ard George), and her son, 
John Assman (Maureen); 
her grandchildren Mi-
chael (Angie) Neiser, 
Steven Neiser, Jennifer 
Neiser; Kenedy (Melissa) 
Assman, Bowen Assman, 
and Benett Assman; and 
her great-grandchildren, 
Hudson, Weston, Gracen, 
and Shea. She is also sur-

vived by her sisters Muriel 
Leblanc and Jeannine Al-
bach; brother-in-law, Ken 
Kania; and sister-in-law, 
Donna McBurney (Terry). 
Julie was predeceased by 
her son-in-law Cal Neis-
er; her grandson Sean 
Noonan; her brothers, 
Candide, Laurier, Lionel, 
and Philip; and sisters 
Carmel Seierstad (Fre-
chette), Alice Bourassa, 
and Louise Kania; along 
with her parents.

At this time, the family 
has chosen to honour our 
mother’s memory private-
ly. To those who knew her, 
we invite you to raise a 
toast in her honour and 
remember her warmth, 
gentle humour, kindness, 
and generous spirit.

Mom, we miss you dear-
ly. We smile knowing you, 
Dad, and those who went 
before you are together 
again in eternity.

“To love and be loved is 
to feel the sun from both 
sides.” David Viscott

Condolences may be 
sent to the family by vis-
iting www.springfieldfu-
neralhome.com.

Bertha Johnson

Bertha was the first-
born child of Agnus 
and Olga Gillespie. She 
grew up South of Shell-
brook. She attended 
the country school and 
completed her high 
school by boarding with 
a family in Shellbrook. 
Upon graduation, she 
took nurse’s training 
at St Paul’s Hospital in 
Saskatoon. After grad-
uating, she worked at 
Rosthern Hospital for 
one year, and in 1953, 
she married Ken John-
son and settled on the 
farm in Canwood. Here 
they raised their three 
children, Karen, Glenys 
and Danny.  In 1987, 
they moved to town, 
and Danny took over the 
responsibility for the 
farm. 

On the farm, she val-
ued her garden, her 
flower beds, the appear-
ance of the yard, and 
her home. Her children’s 
education and church 
attendance were very 
important. She kept 
regular contact with 
family and friends over 
the years. She would 
regularly write many 
letters to send out with 
her Christmas cards. 
She was involved with 
the local church and the 
ladies’ group. She was 
a volunteer on the Can-

wood housing board. 
She had a great inter-
est in her community. 
She was a driver for 
many seniors and cre-
ated close friendships in 
these connections. She 
was also involved in the 
senior activities. 

Following her hus-
band’s passing in 2005, 
Bertha continued to 
live independently and 
stayed involved in the 
community. In 2017, 
Bertha began to feel less 
able to live independent-
ly. This was when Ber-
tha started to change; 
she was less determined 
and more accepting of 
help. She moved to an 
assisted living home in 
Shellbrook. A year and 
a half later, she was as-
sessed to move into a 
nursing home, and for-
tunately, she was placed 
in Canwood.  

To begin with, many 
of her previous friends 
from church were also 
in the home. Her room 
was across the hall from 
Doris Schwer whom 
she had graduated from 
grade 12 with. One day, 
while sitting around a 
table were Ruth Nord-
strom, Doris Schwer, 
Hildegard Butz, Kaye 
Haugen and Bertha. 
This could have been 
a Lutheran lady’s aid 
gathering. As they one 
by one passed away, Ber-
tha’s life flame dimmed. 
She slowly progressed 
to being unable to walk, 
speak, and lost all inde-
pendence. It was a bless-
ing for her and her fam-
ily that the flame was 
extinguished, and she 
passed into glory.  

A special thank you 
to the present and past 
staff at Whispering 
Pines Place. They cared 

for Bertha with love, re-
spect and compassion. 
They are a blessing to 
the community.

She leaves to mourn 
her passing her chil-
dren, Karen Johnson 
and Gary Robinson, 
Glenys Martin, and 
Danny (Tracey) John-
son; her grandchildren 
Nicholas (Joleen) Mar-
tin and Hennessy, Mila 
and Bohdi, Nathan-
iel (Deanna) Martin 
and Anika and Raya, 
Johnathan Martin 
and partner Kayla Tait. 
Ethan Johnson, Alys-
sa Johnson, Karina 
Johnson, and Noah 
Johnson.  

She was predeceased 
by her husband Ken 
Johnson; her parents, 
Angus Gillespie and 
Olga Jamieson; her sib-
lings, Mary Gillespie, 
Arnold Gillespie, Dan-
ny Gillespie and Isabel 
(Con) Richards; her 
infant grandchildren, 
Joshua and Zachary 
Martin; and her son-in-
law, Darrel Martin.

The Funeral Service 
for Bertha was held at 
1:00 PM on Saturday, 
December 6, 2025, at 
Zion Lutheran Church, 
Canwood, SK. 

In lieu of tributes, do-
nations may be made 
to the Zion Lutheran 
Church (Box 358 Can-
wood, SK S0J 0K0).

Family and friends 
wishing to send on-
line condolences are 
welcome to visit www.
beaulacfuneralhome.
com.  Arrangements 
have been entrusted to 
the care of Beau “Lac” 
Funeral Home and 
Crematorium, Tammy 
Smart, Funeral Direc-
tor, Shellbrook, SK 306-
747-2828.

Denise Bonneau Sirois

Denise Bonneau Sirois, 
born February 11, 1942, 
in Laventure, Saskatch-
ewan, passed away 
peacefully on December 
2, 2025, at the Debden 
Heritage Manor, where 
she had resided for the 
past year and a half. Af-
ter a courageous battle 
with cancer, she left this 
world at the age of 83, 
surrounded by family and 
the community she loved.

Denise was the daugh-
ter of Alec and Simone 
Doré, one of seven chil-
dren. She married Al-
bert Bonneau in October 
1962, and together they 
welcomed their daughter 
on November 23, 1963. 
After Albert’s passing in 
October 1977, Denise lat-
er married Leo Sirois in 
1980. In her life, Denise 

lived in many places, but 
with Leo, they made their 
homes in Prince Albert, 
La Ronge, and Morin 
Lake, Saskatchewan.

She worked in many 
roles throughout her life, 
but her greatest pride 
came from her years as an 
entrepreneur. She found-
ed and operated The Little 
Country Grill in Victoire 
and later The Lamplight 
Cuisine in Debden, es-
tablishments that became 
beloved community hubs 
thanks to her warmth, en-
ergy, and love of cooking. 
Denise and Leo balanced 
hard work with adven-
ture, spending winters as 
snowbirds and traveling 
widely, either on their 
own or with family.

Even after their trav-
eling days ended, Denise 
remained active in her 
community. She taught 
cooking classes for many 
years at Big River First 
Nation and continued 
to share her generosity 
through volunteering. She 
dedicated countless hours 
to the Debden Chamber 
of Commerce, the Deb-
den Ladies Club, and the 
Debden Heritage Man-
or. While running The 
Lamplight, she hosted 
several “Beans & Jeans” 

fundraisers to support 
the construction of the 
Debden Heritage Manor. 
Denise retired at the re-
markable age of 80.

Denise will be remem-
bered for her generous 
heart, always providing 
food and support whenev-
er it was needed, whether 
for a funeral, a celebra-
tion, or a family in need. 
She leaves behind her 
daughter, her son-in-law, 
three grandsons, and 
two great-grandchildren, 
along with extended fam-
ily and countless friends 
whose lives she touched.

Funeral Service was 
held on Monday, De-
cember 8, 2025, at 2:00 
p.m., at St. Jean Baptiste 
Church in Debden, SK.

Memorial donations 
may be made to the Deb-
den Heritage Manor (P.O. 
Box 608 Debden, SK S0J 
0S0).

Family and friends 
wishing to send online 
condolences are welcome 
to visit www.beaulac-
funeralhome.com.  Ar-
rangements have been 
entrusted to the care of 
Beau “Lac” Funeral Home 
and Crematorium, Lynn 
Anderson, Funeral Direc-
tor, Shellbrook, SK 306-
747-2828.

News Media Canada

Médias d’Info Canada

What happens when you don’t advertise?

Very little.
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time of the year!’‘It’s the most wonderful 

As we turn the page to another holiday season, 
we’d like to take a moment to thank you, our patrons, 

for your trust and support. 

We hope this Christmas delivers all the 
good news you’ve been hoping for and more.

Shellbrook Chronicle
& Spiritwood Herald



The day and eve-
ning before 

Christmas is a time of 
much anticipation for 
young children, par-
ticularly those await-
ing the arrival of Santa 
Claus. What children do 
not realize is their par-
ents have been working 
hard behind the scenes 
for many weeks to help 
maximize the holiday 
magic, and Christmas 
Eve often is the final 
push to get everything 
done before the big day 
(and man in red) ar-
rives.

Keeping children 
happy and entertained 
on Christmas Eve can 
free up time for adults 
to check off their to-do 
lists and savor some of 
the holiday spirit them-
selves. Here are some 
traditions to explore on 
Christmas Eve that are 
entertaining for kids 
and adults.

· Bake some cookies. 

Santa is going to want 
a fresh batch of cookies 
to refuel for a long night 
of delivering presents. 
Therefore, having chil-
dren prepare and bake 
some cookies can be 
a Christmas Eve tra-
dition that keeps little 
ones occupied. When 
cooled, and after sam-
pling one or two them-
selves, kids can feel 
pride placing a dish of 
cookies out for the jolly 
old elf.

· Decorate ginger-
bread houses. Christ-
mas Eve is a great night 
to decorate gingerbread 
houses. Families who 
do not freshly bake the 
panels for the ginger-
bread houses can rely 
on pre-made kits avail-
able at various stores. 
It’s a smart idea to have 
some extra icing avail-
able, especially if kids 
are anxious to “glue” on 
extra candy embellish-
ments.

· Attend evening ser-
vices. Most churches 
hold Christmas Eve 
services, with some 
offering a Midnight 
Mass for parishioners. 
Spending time at these 
services enables fam-
ilies to slow down and 
celebrate their faith.

· Do a Christmas pa-
jama reveal. It’s tradi-
tional in some families 
to buy matching PJs to 
wear to bed on Christ-
mas Eve and then 
lounge around in them 
on Christmas morning. 
Whoever is in charge 
of wrapping gifts can 
set apart the Christmas 
PJs by wrapping them 
in a different patterned 
paper. Then everyone 
opens the pajamas at 
the same time for the 
big reveal.

· Leave out reindeer 
food. Kids can have a 
fun time putting to-
gether a batch of special 
reindeer food. After all, 
Santa isn’t the only one 
doing the heavy lift-
ing delivering gifts; his 
reindeer probably get 
hungry, too. Reindeer 
food can be made using 
a few different ingredi-
ents, namely oatmeal, 
shredded carrots and 
glitter. Children can 
decide where to toss 
this reindeer food, with 
some opting to make 

a path along the front 
lawn leading toward 
the house.

· Watch a holiday clas-
sic. Choose a Christ-
mas movie and gather 
the family around to 
watch it. Some op-
tions include “National 
Lampoon’s Christmas 
Vacation,” “Miracle on 
34th Street,” “Elf,” or 

“A Christmas Story.” 
Set up a popcorn bar 
nearby where everyone 
can customize their 
popcorn with different 
add-ins, like chocolate 
candies, cheese or sea-

sonings.
Christmas Eve tra-

ditions can be fun for 
kids and families as 
they anticipate all the 
festivities to come on 
Christmas morning.
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Dr. Denise Koeberlin
Dental Clinic

306-747-2555
Denise, Maddie, Courtney, Cher, Raeleen, Kendall, Vanessa & Emma

Ho! Ho! Ho!

Tim Featherstone
Project Management - Sewer & Water

General Excavation
Shellbrook • 306-747-2466

We hope you

dig
the Happy Holidays, 

as much as we do.

Thank you 
to everyone 

for your support 
this year.

J & R Meats

Shellbrook                  306-747-2919

306-747-3299     
info@hanniganhoney.com

It’s been a real treat for us to 
serve you, and we wish you 
all the trimmings of a truly 
spectacular holiday season.

How sweet it is, 
to find ourselves right here 

at the holidays, amongst good 
friends and neighbours like you.

May your cart overflow with 
glad tidings & joy!

May your heart be full with 
love & contentment

this holiday season & beyond

Thank you for 
shopping with us!

Shellbrook Bigway
306-747-3623

It’s the most wonderful 
time of the year!

And we loved every minute of 
serving you all year long!
Merry Christmas
Mayor, Council and Staff
Town of Shellbrook

Christmas Eve fun 
for families



“Eat, drink and be 
merry” is a fa-

miliar refrain come the 
holiday season. Host-
ing a holiday dinner is 
a great way to welcome 
family and friends and 
encourage them to em-

brace the festive nature 
of the season. However, 
the high cost of foods 
and other essentials 
may have certain hol-
iday hosts rethinking 
their menus and their 
guest lists this year.

Stretching holiday 
entertaining dollars 
comes down to being 
savvy. With that in 
mind, hosts can con-
sider these meal mod-
ification strategies this 
holiday season.

· Replace a high-cost 
protein with a more 
affordable alternative. 
Sometimes a holiday 
meal calls for pulling 
out all of the stops, and 
that may mean spend-
ing more on a special 
main dish. Rather than 
a luxury like beef ten-
derloin or prime rib 
roast, consider a less 
expensive dish, such 
as a pork tenderloin, 
roasted chicken or even 
seafood.

· Add extra side dish-
es. Incorporate an inex-
pensive item like rice, 
beans or an extra vege-
table side dish into the 
meal so that plates can 
be filled with the less 
expensive foods and 
fewer high-cost items.

· Shop the sales. Plan 
meals around a super-
market circular. While 
you may have had one 
holiday dinner idea 

in mind, once you see 
what the stores are 
putting on sale you can 
stock up on those items 
and build the dinner 
around them. If you 
find a good deal sever-
al weeks away from the 
holidays, buy the items 
and freeze them until 
they’re needed.

· Buy generic or store 
brands. Chances are no 
one will notice if you 
use generic or store 
brand ingredients, 
which can be consider-
ably cheaper than their 
brand-name counter-
parts. Many are even 
manufactured in the 
same facilities that pro-
duce the name brand 
stuff.

· Make an affordable 
drink. Alcohol costs 
can add up when you 

try to cater to every-
one’s tastes and pref-
erences. Make one or 
two bulk drinks, like a 
holiday punch or sig-
nature cocktail, so you 
can keep alcohol costs 
in check.

· Stretch the snacks. 
Instead of a charcuterie 
board filled with ex-
pensive cheeses and 
meats, opt for dips and 
raw vegetables or a low-
cost cheese ball made 
with cream cheese 
and herbs with crack-
ers. Keep snacks to a 
minimum; otherwise, 
guests may fill up and 

then not have room for 
dinner.

Holiday hosts can 
embrace various strat-
egies to save money on 
family meals this sea-
son.
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Triple S Transport & 
Green Earth Road Spraying

306-747-2944
Darin, Tina & Staff

TO OUR 
CHERISHED 
CUSTOMERS

We wish you tidings
of comfort and joy
as we thank you for
making us feel so at

home here.

Cheers!
Here’s to the greatest 

bunch of people we know 
... our customers!

Merry Christmas and 
sincere thanks.

Brad & Staff

Merry Christmas
with many thanks, 

and I’d like to extend to each one of you
...my very best wishes and gratitude too!

Shellbrook 
306-747-2222

Parkland Therapeutic 
Massage

Thanks Friends!
With Season’s Greetings to you and your kin,  

we’re really grateful for you droppin’ in!
Dave, Heather & Staff

  Parkland  Meats Ltd. 
   306-747-3939       Shellbrook

‘Arc the Shellbrook 
Welder sings...

...‘Have a Happy Happy 
Happy Holiday!’

Thank you for your support!

Curtis & Kyle 
Simmonds

306.961.7431
HEATING COOLING

PLUMBING

In The Holiday
Spirit

Shellbrook

We’d like to thank all of you 
who have helped to make our 
spirits bright this year with 

your friendship and support. 
Merry Christmas!

Thank You
for your patronage

Foot Care & 
Reflexology 
Estelle ~ 306-747-7400

Holbein

Trimmed 
With A Wish

Here’s hoping your 
holiday is a cut above 
the rest! I loved every 
minute of serving you 

this year, thanks!

Carla’s
Hair Place

306-747-7746
Gift Certificates 

Available for the 
Hard-To-Buy-For

Wishing You a 
Holiday Rich in Blessings

Love, friendship, health, happiness, 
peace, goodwill and contentment... we hope 

your holiday season is filled with all the things 
that matter most.

Serving you has been our
pleasure. Merry Christmas!

Paul & Kelly Bourgeault,  
Gavin Holcomb & Jo-Ann Maagad

Tips to make holiday dinners 
more affordable

Christmas is an important date on the cal-
endar for faithful Christians across the 

globe. Given the fanfare around Christmas, it 
would seem that all Christians celebrate the 
holiday. However, some Christians do not 
celebrate Christmas. Denominations such as 
Jehovah’s Witnesses and certain branches 
of the Churches of Christ do not observe 
Christmas. Their reasoning may be a lack 
of explicit biblical instruction to celebrate 
the holiday. The Bible does not command or 
even mention the early church celebrating 
the birth of Jesus. Others have concerns 
about the pagan origins of some Christmas 
traditions, such as mistletoe, holly, the yule 
log, and even Christmas trees. So they sim-
ply opt out entirely.

Did you
know?



Towering ev-
ergreen trees 

adorned in lights and 
other trinkets are a 
focal point of the hol-
iday season. Christ-
mas trees are placed 
in prominent locations 
in homes, typically in 
front of a large picture 
window or in the cor-
ners of large entryways. 
These awe-inspiring 
trees beckon people to 
inspect all of the orna-
ments and often are the 
first thing people envi-
sion when thinking of 
holiday decor. 

The tradition of the 
Christmas tree is be-
lieved to have begun 

in Germany in the 
sixteenth century. 
However, the National 
Christmas Tree Asso-
ciation says there may 
be earlier references to 
Christmas trees in oth-
er parts of the world as 
well. 

The first written re-
cord of a decorated 
Christmas tree comes 
from Riga, Latvia, in 
1510. Men of a local 
merchant’s guild dec-
orated the tree with 
roses and then set fire 
to it. The rose was con-
sidered a symbol of the 
Virgin Mary. 

In the sixteenth cen-
tury in Alsace, France, 

trees were sold in 
the marketplace and 
brought home and set 
up undecorated. Laws 
limited the size to 
“eight shoe lengths” or 
slightly more than four 
feet. 

Early German Christ-
mas trees were adorned 
with apples, a holdover 
from earlier traditions 
when evergreen boughs 
hung with apples were 
used as props in mira-
cle plays. These plays 
took place in churches 
on December 24, which 
was Adam & Eve’s Day 
in the early Christian 
calendar. 

Evergreens have long 

been symbolic of life 
during the cold months 
of winter, calling to 
mind the promise of 
spring to come. Various 
cultures, including ear-
ly Christians, featured 
trees during winter sol-
stice celebrations. 

Some historians be-
lieve Martin Luther, 
a Protestant reformer 
who might have been 
inspired by stars in the 
night, was responsible 
for adding lighted can-
dles to the Christmas 
tree. 

At a party hosted by 
the Baroness Riedesel 
for British and German 
officers on Dec. 24, 
1781, in Sorel, Quebec, 
the first official Christ-
mas tree in North 
America was erected. 

The Christmas tree 
was later introduced 
to the United States 
by German settlers in 

the 1800s. Soon after 
those settlers’ arrival, 
trees began to be sold 
commercially. Presi-
dent Franklin Pierce 
is credited with having 
the first Christmas tree 
at the White House. 

Today, Christmas 
trees are still wildly 
popular around the 
world.
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Woodland Pharmacy
Shellbrook, Canwood, Leask

At This Season of Giving - 

We’d like to give you our well wishes for a happy and 
healthy holiday season. We feel deeply honored to have 
your friendship and trust. Thanks!

Grant, Heather, Daryl, Tamara, Mark, Karen, 
Taylor, Wendy, Marlene, Brandy, Patty, Lorraine, 

Jeremy, Ale, Alyssa, Carla, Wendy W., Coral, 
Jacqueline, Marlane & Chris

111 Service Road East, 
Shellbrook, SK

306-747-6100 • 306-747-2213 • Fax 306-747-3707 
Toll-Free 1-888-466-2237  

We take this opportunity to 
thank you 

for your friendship & support over the 
past years. We look forward to serving you 

in 2026 and wish you health, happiness 
and prosperity in the new year.

221 Service Road East, 
Shellbrook, SK

306-747-2213 • Fax 306-747-3707 
Toll-Free 1-888-466-2237 

www.naberford.ca

NABER FORD 
SALES

Season’s Greetings!

WITH
THANKS
Here’s hoping 
this holiday
delivers your
fill of special
surprises.

306-747-4011
Shellbrook

Merry Christmas 
to you and yours!

With thanks for your 
patronage, we wish you 
a Merry Christmas & 
a Happy New Year!

306-747-8266
Shellbrook

From all 
of us at 

Scotiabank 
it has been 

our pleasure 
to serve fine 

folks like you.

Season’s 
Greetings

Shellbrook, SK

With Thanks
For Your Business
At The Holidays

On behalf of 
Tammy & Dale Johnson

Shellbrook 
Storage & Rentals

Shellbrook
Pharmacy
306.747.3435

... And thanks to you, 
our customers, for 
your loyal support. 
We feel blessed to 
have you as our 

friends & neighbours. 
Have a wonderful 

holiday.

Merry 
Christmas!

Thanks for visiting 
and we look forward 

to serving you in 2026.

306-747-2411
Shellbrook

A brief history 
of Christmas trees



By DAVE 
WHALLEY

Big River First 
United Church

Advent is a time of 
waiting, waiting 

for the incarnation of 
God. We meet the Cre-
ator in many different 
ways in our individu-
al lives. We sense the 
presence of the Great 
Spirit when we least ex-
pect it. We, as a people, 
find it difficult to accept 
and realize that God is 
always present with us 
in our earthly lives.

This Christmas sea-
son, may the hope of 
a meaningful and ful-
filled life be with all of 
us by faith in a Higher 
Power. May God bring 
the love that is prom-
ised in the Bible and 
may we let the Spir-
it work with us and 
through us as we travel 
this highway of life.

I pray that all of us 
will remember those 
who are less fortunate 
than ourselves or have 
suffered a loss this 
year and hold them up 
in prayer. Christmas 
can be a difficult time 

for many people in our 
community. Homeless-
ness is increasing. Let 
us find ways to keep in 
touch with those who 
live away from home.

This Christmas we 
need to pray for peace 
in our world, God’s 
world. We need to 
hold the people of the 
Ukraine in our prayers 
for peace. They have 
been dealing with the 
horrors of war for al-
most 4 years now. Also, 
we need to pray for 
peace in the Middle 
East; for the poten-
tial peace agreement 
for Gaza and Israel, as 
there are many individ-
uals, on both sides, 
losing their 
lives and free-
dom. 

On behalf 
of all of us 
at Big River 
First Unit-
ed Church, 
we wish 
everyone a 

very Blessed Christ-
mas season, filled with 
the gifts that are given 
to us by God; especial-
ly the gifts of peace, 
hope, love and joy. All 
we have to do to receive 
these gifts is live by 
faith in God, worship 
our Creator, and treat 
our neighbours as we 
would want to be treat-
ed ourselves. 

May the blessing of 
God be with you, now 
and forever, as we wait 
for Christ- mas and 
the New 
Year!
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Tidings of Comfort & Joy
At Christmastime, may the company of 

loved ones present and the fond memories 
of those who have passed surround you with 

happiness and fill your heart with peace.

We wish you all the very best 
this holiday season.

Proudly serving
Shellbrook, Spiritwood, Big River, Debden,

Prince Albert, Canwood & Leask

Wishing you 
and your family a
Merry Christmas

& Happy New Year!

Pearman 
Grain Ltd. 

306-374-1968
Saskatoon

The holidays bring many gifts, but none
are more precious than the gift of

your support and friendship.
Thank you for contributing

to our success
Management &

Board of Directors
Honeywood (Dr. A.J. Porter)

Heritage Nursery
Parkside

Email: parksidewelding@gmail.com • Parkside

306-747-2000

Season’s Greetings!
SGI Certified Inspection 
Station for heavy trucks 

and trailers

Welding • Repair  
• Heavy Duty 
Mechanics

• Hydraulic Hose 
Assemblies

Christmas
Merry

RANDY.HOBACK@PARL.GC.CA 
MPRANDYHOBACK.CA

306-953-8622

PRINCE ALBERT
RANDY  HOBACK MP

Peace in
our time

All I want
for Christmas
By LORNE VALUCK
Parkside Pentecostal 

Church

Hope, peace, joy, 
and love. Four 

words that we hear at 
this time of the year, 
Christmas.

In Romans chapter 15, 
verse 13, Paul tells us, “I 
pray that God, the source 
of hope, will fill you com-

pletely with joy and 
peace because you 
trust in Him. Then 

you will overflow 
with confi-

dent hope 
through the 

power of 
the Holy 
Spirit.”

 1st 
J o h n 
chap-

ter 4, verses 8 and 16. 
tell us, “God is love.” So 
really, we could receive 
Paul’s words as, “I pray 
that God(Who is Love), 
the source of Hope, will 
fill you with joy and 
peace because you trust 
in Him.”

I like that. I like that a 
lot. 

But you may say, 
“That’s just pie in the 
sky.” Unattainable, un-
realistic, fake news.

You’re right in a sense, 
about it being out of 
reach, and hard to be-
lieve, but that’s what 
Christmas is all about. 

Jesus reconciles us to 
the God of love, who pro-

vides us with His love, 
joy, hope and peace.

That baby in the man-
ger paid the price for our 
sins, our wrongdoings, 
and when we repent, He 
“lifts us up” to the stan-
dard a perfect sovereign 
God can accept. Becom-
ing our Heavenly Father, 
He bestows wonderful 
gifts on us, His children. 
Hope, peace, joy, love, 
and more.

 So if you sinful people 
know how to give good 
gifts to your children, 
how much more will 
your Heavenly Father 
give good gifts to those 
who ask him? (Matthew 
7:11) 

Go ahead. Ask Him. 
God is delighted to 
hear what you want for 
Christmas.

Have a wonder-filled 
Christmas season.

25122SS3



Many people have 
a sense that they 

want to do more for the 
people around them and 
for their community. But 
it can be difficult to know 
where to start. The truth 
is, supporting people lo-
cally and even globally 
can be simpler than many 
may expect. Here are a 
few ways one person real-
ly can make a difference:

1. Support your 
neighbours

Often, one of the great-
est gifts you can give is 
your time. Seniors in your 
community appreciate 
small acts of kindness—
shovelling driveways, 
raking leaves, carrying 
groceries or simply shar-
ing coffee and conver-
sation. These gestures 

can combat loneliness 
and help your neigh-
bours maintain indepen-
dence during the winter 
months.

2. Find local volun-
teer opportunities

Community organi-
zations often need ex-
tra hands in the winter. 
Some good opportunities 
to look for include staff-
ing food drive collection 
points, organizing do-
nated clothes and toys or 
helping coordinate char-
ity fundraising events. 
Blood donations are par-
ticularly needed during 
winter when supplies run 
low. Volunteering makes 
these programs possible.

3. Become a human-
itarian hero

A few clicks can change 

a life halfway around the 
world—online charita-
ble donations support 
families and children ex-
periencing extreme pov-
erty. Organizations like 
Children Believe use that 
support to address criti-
cal needs like healthcare, 
clean water, education 
and safe spaces to play. 
The impact that even 
small donations have can 
be surprising:

• $25 can buy a year’s 
worth of dental hygiene. 
For children in under-
served communities, 
poor oral hygiene can 
lead to serious health 
complications. Access to 
toothbrushes, toothpaste 
and floss can go a long 
way to supporting their 
overall health.

• $75 can buy critical 
mental health support. 
Nearly one billion people 
globally live with men-
tal health conditions, yet 
care remains critically 
underfunded, especially 
in conflict zones. A small 
contribution can provide 
access to specialized care 
and medication for fami-
lies who otherwise have 
nowhere to turn.

• $100 can give a new-
born a start in life. New 
mothers and babies need 
essential vitamins and 
medical checkups. Mil-
lions of women and new-
borns die from prevent-
able causes each year—it 
doesn’t take much to pro-
vide life-saving interven-
tion.

4. Create lasting 
change by giving sus-
tainably

If you’re consider-
ing making donations, 
consider monthly con-
tributions, as opposed 
to one-time donations. 
Recurring gifts allow or-
ganizations to plan long-
term programs and cre-
ate sustainable change. 
Even small monthly 
amounts add up to signif-
icant impact—and most 
organizations will pro-
vide regular updates on 
how your support is mak-
ing a difference.

5. Inspire others to 
join you

The spirit of giving 
multiplies when shared. 
You could host a giving 
circle where friends or 
family contribute to a 
cause together, or orga-
nize a donation drive at 
work. Sharing your vol-
unteering experiences on 
social media and giving 
openly can allow others 
to step up, too.

Don’t discount the pow-
er of individual action, 
even in the face of large 
issues such as poverty. 
Even one person stepping 
up makes a difference, 
and that impact often 
ripples out to affect even 
greater change. You can 
learn more about ways to 
give at childrenbelieve.ca.

www.newscanada.com
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Hwy 55
Waste Management

306-468-3055
hwy55waste.ca

Merry 
Christmas!
Santa says

‘Go Green, 

Recycle’

Village of 
Canwood
Council 
& Staff

Staff and Management of

Blaine Lake
Ambulance Care

Keith & Diana Woytiuk

With Tidings of 
Comfort & Joy
May the coming season 

bring, peace & joy 
and all good things!

306-497-2695
blainelake@lakeviewinsurance.com

Wishing you much 
harmony and joy 

at Christmas

Reeve 
and Council

R.M. of Leask 
#464

Have a 
Very Merry Christmas
and Happy New Year
Town of Blaine Lake

306.497.2531 
Blaine Lake

Wishing 

everyone 

Peace & Good Will 

at Christmas

Mayor and Council
Village of Leask

From Management
and Staff of

Lamplight
Cuisine

Wensley 
Metalworks Ltd.

306-941-8624 ~ Debden

Filled with
Glad Tidings

May your holiday be 
brimming with 
good times and 
glad tidings!

Come New Year’s Eve, it’s customary to 
count down the last 10 seconds until 

the clock strikes midnight and the new year 
officially begins. It seems like the 10-second 
countdown is as old as time itself, but the 
tradition actually is much more modern. 
According to Alexis McCrossen, a history 
professor at Southern Methodist University, 
prior to the twentieth century, New Year’s 
Day was celebrated rather than New Year’s 
Eve. And even up until the mid-twentieth 
century, countdowns were not associated 
with New Year’s Eve or even festive occa-
sions. However, the tides turned on count-
downs with the Apollo moon launch in 1961. 
After that, countdowns for radio hits and 
other fun activities began. Although some 
TV announcers in the 1960s began counting 
down to the new year, it wasn’t until 1979 
that the crowd at Times Square in New York 
City began joining in. This was despite the 
first New Year’s Eve ball drop being held 
more than 70 years earlier in 1907. Publisher 
Adolph Ochs organized the first New Year’s 
Eve party in Times Square in 1904, while 
the first-ever ball drop took place three 
years later when the city banned fireworks 
for the celebration. Yet it was not until the 
final year of the 1970s for 
it to be fashionable for 
a crowd to gather 
and participate 
in shouting out 
the 10-second 
countdown, a 
practice that is 
now tradition.

Did you
know?

Five meaningful ways to give back
this holiday season



Children may look 
forward to the 

holiday season more 
than most people. The 
holiday season is an 
opportunity for kids to 
tear open wrapping pa-
per and see the amazing 
gifts they’ve received 
this year.

Although toys and 
games are typical gifts 
for children, there are 
many other items that 
go beyond these staples 
to make for unique and 

creative gifts that can 
spark imagination or 
boost physical activity. 
Shoppers can consider 
these outside-the-box 
gift ideas when shop-
ping for youngsters this 
holiday season.

· 3D pen or printer: 
Kids can design and 
build amazing objects 
that encourage them to 
employ their creative 
side.

· Soap-making kit: 
These skits spur cre-
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EARL BEEBE TRUCKING LTD.
Jason, Dallas, Leanne, Lee & Staff

306-469-2289 Big River

 Merry  Christmas 
       & Happy New 
                     Year!

We wish everyone a 
Happy & Safe Holiday!

serving big river
Cory & Kerri

Big River 
Autobody

Season’s
Greetings
May all the joys of a 
sweet, old-fashioned 
Christmas be yours.
Thank you for being 

such loyal customers.

From Management 
& Staff of

Big River
Truck &
Trailer

306-469-2471

H & J PLUMBING & HEATING
306-469-2204        Big River

Wishing you and your 
loved ones a wondrous 

season filled with all the 
trimmings and hopes of 
a prosperous new year. 

Thank you for your 
kind patronage. Your 

friendship really makes 
us feel like celebrating. 

Margo, Russell 
and Staff

Len’s 
Trucking

306-469-4411
Big River

Midtown
Holdings

Jeff, Gerald & Staff
Big River 

306-469-5666

Ritchie
Construction

Ltd.
George, Arlene

and staff

Third
& Main

and
Thelma &
Louise’s 
Lounge

Phone
306-469-4488

Big RiverWanda and Staff

Here’s hoping your holiday season is just the 
way you like it. It’s always a pleasure to serve 

folks like you and we sincerely appreciate 
your dining with us this past year!

Greetings at Christmas
With best wishes to 

you and yours 
this holiday season!

Village of Debden
306-724-2040

Debden, SK

With best wishes to one and all 
for a merry and bright holiday season.

Thanks 
For Your Patronage

Shell Lake, SK
306-427-2255

Debden, SK
306-724-2012

Thinking outside-the-box
for kids’ gifts

The debate continues regarding the 
merits of artificial and real Christmas 

trees. Though there’s no available data 
about which type they choose, Canadians 
may favor live Christmas trees, or they’re 
at least skilled in growing them. In fact, 
Canada exported more than 2.4 million fresh 
Christmas trees in 2021, and 97.2 percent 
ended up in the United States, according 
to Statistics Canada. In 2021, according to 
Statistics Canada, there were 1,364 
Christmas tree 
producers and 
50,803 acres 
of trees in 
Canada.

Did you
know?

ative endeavours and 
ultimately produce 
useful finished results. 
Soap or perfume kits 
are great for hands-on 
sensory learning. Such 
gifts also teach some 
components of science 
and math by requiring 
users to follow the rec-
ipe.

· Robot-building kits: 
Take building kits one 
step further with items 
that can move. Robot 
kits combine play with 
engineering basics.

· Interactive books: 
Children can solve puz-
zles or make choices to 
move the story along. 
These types of books 
may even appeal to the 
most hesitant readers.

· Bug collection kits: 
Budding entomologists 
can observe insects 
close up, and then re-
lease them back into 
the wild.

· Greenhouse, terrar-
ium or bonsai tree kit: 
Put together the mate-
rials needed for kids to 
grow something spe-
cial. They can nurture 
the plant along the way.

· Dress up trunk: Fill 

a box or a trunk with 
various dress-up cos-
tumes and accesso-
ries and let children’s 
imaginations run wild. 
This will spur hours of 
imaginative play and 
crazy combinations of 
clothing.

· Geocaching app: 
Let kids find objects 
hidden all over their 
neighbourhoods in 
real-world outdoor 
treasure hunts. Geo-
caching utilizes GPS 
coordinates to find hid-
den containers, called 
geocaches, placed there 
by other players.

· Various craft sup-
plies: Let kids create 
any and all of their fun 
ideas by compiling a 
kit full of various craft 

supplies. From beads 
to wooden letters to 
paints to paper, there 
are plenty of items to be 
made.

· Hiking attire: Get 
kids out into nature 
by supplying the gear 
needed to take to the 
trails.

· Adopt a star or plan-
et: Children can adopt 
and name a star or 

planet and get a certifi-
cate honoring the event.

· Time capsule: Let 
children store favour-
ite items tucked away 
for safe keeping, where 
they’ll remain until un-
veiled in the future.

Parents and other 
holiday shoppers can 
think creatively when 
it comes time to choose 
gifts for children.



The holiday season 
is one of the most 

joyful times of the year, 
but it can also be one of 
the busiest—especially 
if you’re hosting friends 
and family. From food 
prep to decor, it’s easy 
to get caught up in the 
details and overlook the 
simple steps that can 
make your gatherings 
both enjoyable and safe.

Here are some tips 
from Belairdirect to help 
you host with confidence 
this holiday season:

1. Plan ahead. Cre-
ating a detailed check-
list covering everything 
from grocery shopping 
to cleaning will help you 
stay organized and re-
duce last-minute stress.

2. Keep walkways 
clear. Shovel and salt 
outdoor paths before 
guests arrive and keep 
entryways tidy to avoid 
accidents. Don’t wait for 

the last minute to stock 
up on de-icing products: 
these tend to sell out 
with the first snowfall.

3. Mind the kitch-
en. Stay present while 
cooking, use timers and 
keep flammable items 
away from stovetops. 
Keep a properly fitting 
lid handy to quickly put 
things out should they 
get out of control. Hav-
ing baking soda or salt 
in easy reach can also 
help you put out any 
flames. If you have a fire 
blanket or extinguish-

er, make sure you know 
how to use them before-
hand.

4. Create cozy, safe 
spaces. Candles and 
fireplaces add ambiance, 
but should never be left 
unattended. If using 
a fireplace, burn only 
well-seasoned dried 
wood. Hardwoods are 
preferred as they burn 
longer and cleaner. Con-
sider using battery-pow-
ered candles for a safe 
alternative that still sets 
a festive mood.

5. Think of your 

guests. Extra seating, 
plenty of coat space and 
even labeling food items 
for allergies can make 
everyone feel welcome 

and comfortable.
Your home is more 

than just a place, it’s 
where life’s most mean-
ingful moments happen. 

By building safety into 
your holiday prep, you 
can focus on celebrating 
with peace of mind.

www.newscanada.com 

The holidays are 
filled with joy, 

memories and, too of-
ten, junk. For those of 
us finding ourselves 
heaving bags of trash 
to the curb once the fes-
tivities have ended and 
wondering if there’s 
a better way, there is. 
Here are some simple 
strategies for a more 
eco-friendly holiday 

season:
Use reusable or re-

purposed décor. Not 
only can buying new 
decorations for each 
event be wasteful, but 
it’s stressful, too. Great 
décor is about quality 
over quantity. Think of 
items that you can use 
more than once a year, 
that blend with your 
existing aesthetic and 

that are durable enough 
to last for years. Even 
items that are meant as 
single-use can surprise 
you with how well they 
hold up on repeat out-
ings, or may even have 
parts you can salvage 
and reuse.

Give green. When 
you’re being eco-con-
scious, buying gifts 
can be stressful. Most 
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306-427-2200
Shell Lake

It’s Been A Real 
Treat Serving 

You!

Merry Christmas 
and many thanks 
to the best bunch 

of people 
- our customers!

Thank you for your 
trust in us and we 

wish you all the best 
in 2026!

306-764-7000
Prince Albert, Sask

You’re On Our

A-List!

From all of  us to all of  you go our 
heartfelt thanks for making this 

a very bright year for us. 
With best wishes for a truly 
memorable holiday season.

Medallion Mfg. 
Homes Inc.
Highway 2 South

Prince Albert
306-764-2121

for your 
business and 

Happy 
Holidays to 

you & yours.

Thank 
You

Novus Law Group
Wilcox Holash 

McCullagh

princealbert@
novuslaw.ca

306-922-4700

Merry Christmas to all
P.A. Autobody thanks you for your patronage 

and looks forward to serving you in the New Year.

250 - 15th Street East, Prince Albert, Sask.
Phone 306-764-4967 ~ www.paautobody.ca

Season’s 
Greetings

to all of the customers and 
friends who have made our 

year so special!

We appreciate your 
support, and we wish 
you a happy holiday.

306-764-2622
Prince Albert, Sask.

Merry 
Christmas!

From our families to 
yours, we wish you a safe 

and happy holiday season.

Start Your Engines...Christmas Is Coming!
As we gear up for another holiday season, we’d like to send 

you our best wishes for a very Merry Christmas.
Thank you for your 

patronage!

492 South Industrial Drive
Prince Albert

306-922-2040

Stress-free
holiday hosting

Your guide to a greener
holiday season

items, especially toys, 
come with a great deal 
of extra packaging, 
and many items are 
made of plastic or oth-
er non-biodegradable 
materials. But there are 
other options:

• You can gift an expe-
rience, such as tickets 
to an event, rather than 
an item. It still shows 
you care, and your re-
cipient won’t need to 
worry about losing or 
breaking their gift.

• You can support a 
charity in your recipi-
ent’s name. Some char-
ities have environmen-
tally friendly options 
built into their opera-
tions, like The Period 
Purse. It provides free 
education to reduce 
period stigma and do-
nates sustainable and 
reusable menstrual 
products to communi-
ties in need.

Shop local. Sup-
porting nearby busi-
nesses and organi-
zations makes a real 
difference in your 
community. It’s also a 
much greener way to 
shop: locally produced 
goods don’t need to be 
shipped long distances, 
which cuts down on the 
carbon footprint of ev-
ery item you buy. They 
also often don’t need as 
much packaging to keep 
them fresh or to protect 
them during shipping.

Remember: small 
changes to reduce your 
environmental impact 
can add up over time. 
The key is to start with 
mindful choices—what 
you buy, how you cel-
ebrate and who you 
support. You can learn 
about giving more sus-
tainably at theperiod-
purse.com.

www.newscanada.com 



It is time to turn the 
page on one year 

and usher in another. 
Each Dec. 31, people 
all over the world rem-
inisce, celebrate, plan, 
and party in honor of 
the changing calendar.

Many are likely fa-
miliar with some of the 
common ways to ring in 
the new year, which in-
clude champagne toasts, 
fireworks and watching 
the ball drop in Times 
Square. Yet, there are 
many other ways to 
celebrate this occasion 
and welcome a new year 
with hope and good 
luck. Enjoy these ways 
to commemorate the 
start of 2025.

· Make some noise. 
Although fireworks are 
commonplace on New 
Year’s Eve in various lo-
cales around the world, 
in Thailand it once was 
traditional to fire guns 
to frighten off demons. 
National Thailand re-
ports that it is no longer 
legal to fire weapons 
during New Year’s Eve 
festivities, but other 
noisemakers can sim-
ulate the ancient tradi-

tion. Thailand also has 
its own New Year cele-
bration in April called 
Songkran, a three-day 
event. It’s customary to 
splash water and shoot 
colorful water guns, 
which is another idea for 
ringing in the new year.

· Smash pomegran-
ates for luck. Many 
have heard of smashing 
grapes to make wine, 
and the band Smashing 
Pumpkins has millions 
of devoted followers 
across the globe. The 
comic Gallagher used 

to smash watermelons 
on stage. But in Turkey, 
smashing a pomegran-
ate outside your front 
door is said to bring 
good luck. The fruit 
is seen as a symbol of 
prosperity, abundance 
and health.

· Make some good 
luck “Hoppin’ John.” 
Hoppin’ John is a tra-
ditional New Year’s Day 
dish from regions of the 
southern United States. 
The dish is made with 
black-eyed peas and 
pork bacon and is said to 

bring good luck to those 
who consume it for the 
new year, according to 
the Old Farmers Alma-
nac.

· Choose honey-dipped 
apples. People can take 
a page from the Jew-
ish New Year tradition, 
which sees celebrants 
dipping apples in hon-
ey for a sweet new year. 
Rosh Hashanah takes 
place in late summer or 
early fall because it fol-
lows the Hebrew luniso-
lar calendar. However, 
anyone can apply simi-
lar customs to the New 
Year’s celebrations tak-
ing place each Jan. 1.

· Put on some polka 
dots. In the Philippines, 
wearing polka-dotted 
clothing on New Year’s 
Eve is a tradition said 
to bring good fortune in 
the new year, according 
to Philstar Life.

· Watch a sunrise. 
Chances are many revel-
ers are staying up late on 
New Year’s Eve and into 

the next day, so they’ll 
have ample opportuni-
ty to catch the sunrise. 
In Japan, watching the 
first sunrise of the new 
year is called “hatsuhi-
node,” and is a practice 
thought to bring good 
fortune.

· Grab some cash. 
There’s a perpetuating 
superstition that it’s bet-
ter to have some extra 
money in your wallet to 
enter the New Year full 
of financial prosperity. 
Also, it’s best to wipe 
out any unpaid debts be-
fore Dec. 31 disappears; 
otherwise, the months 
ahead might not be fi-
nancially sound.

New Year’s traditions 
have persisted through-
out the years and are 
borne of customs from 
all over the world.

SHELLBROOK CHRONICLE & SPIRITWOOD HERALD DECEMBER 11, 2025 • Christmas Edition21

Home Town 
Suites

“your home away from home”
#1 Main St., Leoville 

306-984-8085

May your season be filled 
with all the good feelings and 

treasured traditions that make it 
so very special. 

Happy Holidays and 
thank you for your business!

&&
CORRAL CLEANING

Derek Toews 306-883-9952
Ron Toews 306-883-7124

Leoville, Sask 

Thank you for 
your patronage.

May the spirit of the 
season fill you with joy 

and contentment.

Season's 
Greetings!
Best wishes, 
and thanks 
for your loyal 
patronage.

LAVENTURE 
BACKHOE
306-984-7822

Leoville

Christmas Greetings!
Thanks for your patronage!

Wishing you all the best 
this holiday season.

50 Main Street, Leoville, SK
Ph: 306-984-2038 ~ lagencies@sasktel.net 

From Melinda & Staff

Season’s 
Greetings

 
Beau, Megan & Staff 

Leoville Grocery
And Liquor Vendor

We thank you for your
support throughout the year

Phone 306-984-4410
Leoville

Season’s 
Greetings 

from
Leoville 
Public 
Library

Open Wednesday: 10 - 4 pm 
Thursdays: 10 - 4 pm 

Allison Tetreault, Librarian
306-984-2057

from the Leoville Village 
Council, Mayor & Staff

Phone 306-984-2140, Leoville
email: leoville@sasktel.net

We’re serving up our best 
wishes for a joy-filled season!

Village Snack & Gas
Leoville    306-984-2208
Best Holiday Wishes from 

Angie, Leon & Staff
Happy Holidays

We appreciate your support & look forward to serving you in the new year. 

Desmen, Michelle, Gavin 
& Payton Boyd

Boyd’s Garage
Medstead ~ 306-342-4610

This Christmas,
create wonderful memories that you will cherish 

forever. May your heart be filled with warmth and 
your home with joy. Merry Christmas!

www.glaslynagencies.ca

Tracie & Staff at
Glaslyn Agencies

306.342.2133

HOMETOWN GROCERY
Medstead

306-342-4711

Weighing In 
With Our Best

We’re stocking up with cheer; to 
thank you all for shopping here!

Season’s Greetings

Wishing 
everyone a 

Merry Christmas
&  Season’s Greetings

from us to all 
of you. 

Rabbit Lake Hotel
306-824-2002
Rabbit Lake, Sask.

Going once, 
going twice...

Our best wishes for a 
Happy Holiday!

Thanks for being such 
great friends and 

neighbours.
Merry Christmas

Kelly: 306-386-7110
Wayne: 306-342-4231

Jeff: 306-342-7320
Medstead

JOIN 

THE
TEAM

BOECHLER-SCHIRA 
AUCTIONEERING

Unique New Year’s celebrations
across the globe



Christmas celebrations 
span the globe. Ac-

cording to a 2025 report 
from the Center for the 
Study of Global Christi-
anity at Gordon-Conwell 
Theological Seminary, 
there are roughly 2.6 billion 
Christians worldwide, a fig-
ure that undoubtedly con-
tributes to the popularity 
of Christmas. Christianity 
continues to have the most 
adherents of any religion in 
the world, and the Chris-
tian population is expected 
to top three billion before 
2050.

Christians bring unique 
cultural touches to their 
Christmas celebrations 

each year. Celebrations 
vary widely, and here’s 
a look at some notable 
Christmas traditions across 
the globe.

Yule Goat
The Yule Goat is a Christ-

mas tradition in Sweden. 
The goat is believed to be an 
invisible spirit that ensures 
that Yule preparations are 
done correctly. A popular 
theory connects the goat 
to the Norse god Thor, who 
rode a chariot pulled by two 
goats.

Krampus
While many people cel-

ebrate the benevolence of 
Santa Claus, some celebrate 
a much grumpier alter-ego 
of sort. Krampus is a man-
goat, half-demon monster 
who punishes misbehaving 
children at Christmastime, 
says Britannica. He is the 
evil companion of St. Nich-
olas, and is believed to have 
originated in Germany. 
His name comes from the 
German word “krampen,” 
which means, “claw.”

Christ-
mas chick-
en

Christmas Eve 
is a popular roman-
tic occasion for couples 
and families in Japan. In 
addition to gift-giving and 
a romance, many people 
choose to feast on a meal 
of KFC fried chicken and 
strawberry shortcake for 
dessert.

Roller-skating to 
Mass

In the city of Caracas, 
Venezuela, it’s customary 
for Christmas Eve cele-
brants to roller skate to ear-

l y 
mor ning 
Mass. Known as 
“Misa de Aguinaldo,” 
these special church ser-
vices take place on the days 
leading up to Christmas, 
with the most festive held 
on December 24. On this 
day, the streets of Caracas 
are closed to automobiles, 
enabling revelers to cheer-
fully skate to church.

Mummering
In Newfoundland, Can-

ada, celebrants known as 
mummers dress in elab-
orate disguises featuring 
mismatched clothing and 
whimsical accessories. 
The mummers obscure 
their identities and visit 
neighbors’ homes during 
the 12 days of Christmas, 
performing songs, skits 
or dances while others at-
tempt to guess their iden-
tities.

Las Posadas
In some Hispanic re-

gions, including Mexico, 
participants reenact Mary 
and Joseph’s search for shel-
ter in Bethlehem through 
vibrant processions. They 
travel from house to house, 
singing traditional songs 
and requesting shelter only 
to be turned away until 
they reach a final home or 
church that will symboli-

cally welcome them in.
Spiderweb decora-

tions
Individuals in Ukraine 

decorate their Christmas 
trees with artificial spider 
webs. This tradition is in-
spired by a tale of a poor 
widow and her children 
who didn’t have money for 
tree ornaments. Upon wak-
ing up on Christmas morn-
ing, they found their tree 
covered in sparkling, glim-
mering spider webs that 
resembled tinsel. A spider 
had spun the beautiful dis-
play as thanks for finding 
shelter and warmth in the 
family’s humble abode. To-
day’s spider webs symbol-
ize unexpected blessings 
and gratitude.

Plenty of unique touches 
set Christmastime cele-
brations apart across the 
globe.
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Crown Electric 
& Appliance 

Repair
Forrest King & Staff

306-883-2515 
Spiritwood

With Bright Wishes
At The Holidays
May the coming season 
bring health, wealth and 

happiness to you and your 
loved ones. For your trust 

in us, we are deeply grateful.

306-463-6611    306-228-4488
  Kindersley             Unity

306-883-2209    306-446-0545
  Spiritwood    North Battleford 

A Message 
For You At 
Christmas

Everyone’s talking 
about what great 

customers you are!

Thank you 
for calling on us 
this past year. 

Locally Owned & Operated • Open 7 Days A Week

Spiritwood ~ 306-883-2113

May your cart overflow with 
glad tidings and joy, and may 

your heart be full with love and 
contentment this Christmas 

season and beyond. 
Thank you for shopping 

with us!

May you be blessed with good fortune 
this holiday season and throughout the year. 

Your trust means everything to us, and we 
thank you for the privilege of serving you. 

Merry Christmas
Martodam Family Retail

Elaine, Holly and Staff
Phone 306-883-2087, Spiritwood

The Massage Booth
Giselle & Jeremy
(Cell) 306-883-8621

(Home) 306-883-2308, Spiritwood

With 
Gratitude
Please accept our best wishes 
for a blessed and beautiful 
Christmas season!
Thank you for the gift of your 
patronage.

NORTHWEST 
TUB GRINDING

Lorne Friesen 
306-883-8800  Spiritwood, Sask.

from the staff
306-883-2391

Living Sky School 
Division No. 202

Merry 
Christmas

& a Happy New Year!
Christmas Break 

Dec. 22nd to Jan. 2nd 
Classes resume

January 5th, 2026

Unique Christmas traditions
around the world



Getting children in 
on the fun of dec-

orating for the holiday 
season makes this time 
of year that much more 
special. Children who 
make their own orna-
ments and other items 
can proudly display 
them all season long.

There are plenty of 
handmade holiday 
crafts to keep little fin-
gers occupied. Here 
are some ideas to spark 
imagination and hours 
of creative fun.

Easy snow globes
A visit to the craft store 

will uncover various 
items that can be turned 
into snow globes. Look 
for a plastic cookie jar-
like container with a lid 
that screws on tightly; 
otherwise, choose glass 
mason jars. Use a gen-
eral ratio of one cup of 
water, three teaspoons 
of glycerine or an oil 
like baby oil or mineral 
oil, and a few teaspoons 
of glitter. Glue a plastic 
Christmas tree or snow-
man figurine to the un-
derside of the lid of the 
jar with a rubberized 
adhesive or another glue 
that will hold up to wet 
conditions. When dry, 
replace the lid, invert 
the jar and watch the 
snow fall.

Salt dough orna-
ments

Salt dough is a mod-

eling dough made from 
two cups of all-purpose 
flour, one cup of salt, 
and about 3/4 cup of wa-
ter. Mix the ingredients 
together and knead un-
til the dough is smooth 
and easy to work with. 
Add more flour if it’s 
too sticky; more water 
if it’s too dry. Kids can 
use cookie cutters to cut 
shapes from the rolled-
out dough, or sculpt 

freehand. Remember to 
poke a hole through the 
top of the ornament to 
thread through string 
or ribbon later on. While 
the dough can be dried 
out by air in about a 
week, a faster method is 
to bake in an oven at 250 
F for 11/2 to two hours, 
or until the dough is 
dry and hard. Kids can 
then paint the dried cre-
ations.

Paper gingerbread 
figures

Children may delight 
in making life-sized gin-
gerbread girls and boys 
they can decorate and 
then hang up on the wall. 
A roll of brown postal 

paper will work, as will 
other embellishments 
like markers, paints, 
crayons, or ribbon. Kids 
take turns being traced 
while lying down on a 

piece of rolled-out pa-
per. Then the general 
shape is cut out and 
decorated. Children can 
raise their arms, bend 
their legs, or vary their 
positions to give life to 
the gingerbread figures.

Winter wonder-
land

It can be fun to cre-
ate a diorama or small 
winter landscape that 
can be set out with oth-
er decorations. Craft 
stores will likely sell 
small, plastic evergreen 
trees this time of year, 
or they may be available 
in the model train aisle 
of a local hobby shop. 
The trees can be given 
snowy boughs with a 
little acrylic paint. In-
clude figures of bunnies, 
deer and whatever else 
kids can dream up. A 
thin strand of LED, bat-
tery-operated lights can 
add some illumination 
to the scene. Secure all 
items to a piece of card-
board or foam board for 
ease.

Children can make the 
most of their time craft-
ing items for holiday 
decorating.
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Rene & Sally Turgeon & staff

Eat in or take out ~ Open 7 days a week
from 9:00 a.m. to 10:00 p.m.

Papa Rene’s Pizzeria
Spiritwood            306-883-3306

We offer pizza or party platters 
for your holiday entertaining!

Offering Specials Tuesdays & Fridays!

Have a HUGE SLICE of
Christmas Joy!

With Appreciation...
we wish all of you

a truly magical season. 
Thank you for your 

valued business this year. 
We are truly grateful.

Management & Staff

306-883-2476 ~ Spiritwood
306-342-2476 ~ Medstead

Season’s Greetings
With our best wishes and gratitude. 

Thank you for doing business with us 
& we look forward to seeing you in 2026. 

Lise & Manoj: 306-883-2946   Spiritwood

Spiritwood
Barber 
Shop

Dianne & Family
306-883-7287

Spiritwood
Call or text to make 

an appointment

Have a jolly
holly day!

Wishing you a holiday
Filled with merriment and mirth

Plus lots of love and laughter
With joy and peace on earth!

With our thanks for 
your patronage.

Spiritwood Confectionery & Laundromat
 Don and staff

306-883-2019

With gratitude to 
all of you for your 
loyalty & support 

we are deeply 
grateful and wish 

you all the 
best of the 

Christmas & New 
Year Seasons

Spiritwood 
Esso

& Subway
Junction of Hwy 3 & 24

306-883-3800

306-883-2760

We are thankful for your 
patronage, and wish you 
all joy and peace this 

holiday season.
Spiritwood 

Motors
306-883-2775

Your local

sales center.

Happy Holidays!
Wishing you health and happiness during the 
holidays and glad tidings for the New Year! 

Town of Spiritwood
306-883-2161

Town Administration, 
Public Works Staff 
& Town Council

Merry Christmas 
and

Happy New Year!

LES SZABO 
PAINTING
• Auto Body Repair 

• Paint & Windshield 
Replacement 

• SGI Accredited

306-883-2355
Spiritwood

Kid-crafted
holiday decor ideas



Tradition is a big part of the hol-
iday season. Families lean into 

tradition each December, and per-
haps no people participate in holiday 
customs with more enthusiasm than 
children. Whether it’s decorating 
the family Christmas tree or baking 
cookies for Santa on Christmas Eve, 
children look forward to various hol-
iday season traditions once the cal-
endar turns from November to De-
cember.

Parents of young children can 
make this unique time of year even 
more special by engaging in various 
kid-friendly traditions that are sure 
to produce lots of fun and even more 
lasting memories.

· Advent calendars: The precise 
origins of Advent calendars are un-
known, but historians believe the 
tradition was started by German 
Lutherans in the nineteenth century. 
More than a century later, roughly 
50 million Advent calendars are sold 
across the globe each year, according 
to Marketplace.org. Advent is a near-
ly month-long period of preparation 
for the celebration of the birth of Je-
sus Christ on December 25. Each day 
during Advent, children open a flap, 
window or door and find a small gift, 
poem, candy, or another item that 
adds to the excitement of the season.

· Matching pajamas: Though the 
tradition of wearing matching holi-

day pajamas may not have the same 
lengthy history as Advent calendars, 
it’s nonetheless a very fun custom 
for families. Parents can decide how 
frequently their families dress up in 
matching pajamas at bedtime during 
the holiday season, but doing so on 
Christmas Eve is a popular way to 
make a fun day even more special. 
Another idea is to host weekly holi-

day movie nights during the season, 
which presents a perfect opportunity 
to don matching PJs.

· Holiday lights tour: Holiday light-
ing displays have come a long way 
in recent decades. Whereas it might 
once have been popular to string a 
few strands of lights around the ex-
terior of a house, many holiday cele-
brants now beckon their inner Clark 
Griswold and turn their properties 
into areas with enough illumination 
to land a small plane. Holiday inflat-
ables for the yard add to the awe of 
such displays. Kids tend to be espe-
cially fond of these types of displays, 
so parents can make a point to pick 

a night each holiday season to go on 
a tour of their neighbourhoods and 
towns to see this year’s offerings.

· Christmas dance party: Sweets 
are another staple of the holiday 
season, and what better way for kids 
to burn off some of that extra sugar 
than to dance it away to a holiday 
music playlist curated by Mom and 
Dad? Cue up some holiday classics 
but let kids dance to a few of their 
own favourites as well.

Holiday traditions help to make the 
season a special time of year. Fami-
lies can embrace various kid-friend-
ly traditions to ensure children have 
even more fun this December.
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Thank You for a 
Wonderful Season!

To our valued customers and friends,
As the season comes to a close, we would 

like to express our heartfelt gratitude 
for your support, smiles, and the shared 
moments. Thank you to the surrounding 
Clients, including contractors, ranchers, 
farmers, and First Nations. It’s been a 

pleasure serving you!

We closed for the season on 
December 1st, 2025, and look forward to 

welcoming you back in the spring.

Until then, have a very Merry Christmas, 
and stay safe, warm, and know how much 

we appreciate you.

Thank you from the management and 
staff of Spirit Redi Mix.

You can contact us at SRM@spiritredmix.ca
or leave a message at 306.883.2009

620 – 5th Ave. Spiritwood, Sask.

Kid-friendly
holiday traditions
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