
VOL. 114 NO. 3 PMR #40007604                                                                                                       Thursday, January 22, 2026� www.shellbrookchronicle.com | www.spiritwoodherald.com

& Spiritwood Herald& Spiritwood Herald
Shellbrook ChronicleShellbrook Chronicle

Comedy Night big hit for Health Committee

Joel Jeffrey drew many laughs from the spirited audience at the NLHC comedy night fundraiser.

By BEVRA FEE
Spiritwood Herald Reporter

The Northern Lakes Health Commit-
tee Inc. (NLHC) put together its second 
annual Comedy Night event to raise 
funds for its current project.

Hosted at the Spiritwood Civic Cen-
tre on the evening of Jan. 17, the com-
edy night began with a catered supper 
provided by Sawatsky Catering, and 
the usual 50/50 draw with added raf-
fle prizes. Then, once bellies were full, 
Saskatchewan-based comedians Joel 
Jeffrey and Connor Schram gave their 
receptive audience plenty to laugh 
about.

The NLHC is currently gearing up to 
renovate its practitioner rental home to 
accommodate a basement suite for add-

ed space. Having partnered with the 
Town of Spiritwood and the Northern 
Lakes Health Foundation to purchase a 
rental home in a tight rental market in 
2022, the committee will be replacing 
basement windows for egress, adding a 
separate entry, and equipping the base-
ment to be fully functional as a sepa-
rate living quarters.

On the heels of last year’s successful 
comedy night, the committee made the 
decision to add a comedy night as their 
major fundraiser for 2026 as well. With 
a recommendation from Quick Dick 
McDick — last year’s special guest co-
median — the committee booked Sas-
katchewan funny guy Joel Jeffrey. Jef-
frey, in turn, suggested bringing along 
Connor Schram, who is also a home-
grown talent. 

Opening up the evening’s enter-
tainment, Schram had the audience 
laughing from the get-go with his 
good-natured ribbing of neighbouring 
communities (sorry, Prince Albert and 
North Battleford) and his high-level 
observations of Spiritwood itself.

”You have a park named SAD SAAC 
— no offence to the citizens in charge of 
naming the parks, but why couldn’t you 
have called it JOYCE WILLICK Park?” 

With a highly successful gig as the 
opener, one audience member ques-
tioned how the headliner was going to 
be as funny.  

For his part, Joel Jeffrey did not let 
anyone down in the hilarity depart-
ment. Largely relying on self-deprecat-
ing humour, wife jokes, jokes about his 
kids, jokes about his youth, and even a 

comical re-telling of his recovery week 
after a vasectomy, Jeffrey entertained 
the audience at length before retreat-
ing to the wings to meet with fans and 
autograph his best-selling book, The 
Great Saskatchewan Joke Book.

When the 50/50 draw was made, 
and the pot worth half of $1,235 was 
awarded to Sherri Muir, she generously 
donated her winnings back to the com-
mittee. Emcee for the evening, Tam-
my Wingerter (NLHC president), then 
presented the raffle winnings to fellow 
committee member and spouse, Bryan 
Wingerter.  

Once the cans are recycled, the bar 
tab is paid and the caterer’s cheque 
clears the NLHC is looking to realize a 
profit in the neighbourhood of $15,000.

More photos on page 2

306-747-2213
www.naberford.ca 
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Comedy Night big hit for Health Committee

Shellbrook Legion hosts cribbage tourney
By NANCY 

CARSWELL
Shellbrook Legion

The Royal Canadian Le-
gion Shellbrook Branch 
111 held its branch crib-
bage tournament on Sat-
urday, Jan. 10. 

Members enter the open 
or closed events. The open 
winners’ pathway leads to 
Zone, District, and Pro-
vincial tournaments. The 
closed pathway includes 
Dominion. The Dominion 
tournament will be held 
in Branch #9 in Windsor, 
N.S., from April 24 to 27.

Member Lloyd O’Bro-
dovich won the singles 
open, with Alan Carswell 
as runner-up. There were 
no competitors in the 
doubles or team catego-
ries.

The NLHC fundraiser included a catered meal before the two-act come-
dy night.

*kms and price in thousands. Taxes not included in price.

Toll Free 1-800-667-3353
#2 Highway West, Watrous, SK DL907154

www.centennialford.sk.ca

PICK OF 
THE WEEK

(1751UA) 

2024 EDGE 
TITANIUM AWD

2.0L-I4/ Rmt Entry/ Rmt Strt/ 
SYNC/ Htd Strng Whl/ BLIS/ 
Rvrs Snsng/ Rvrs Cmr/ NAV/ 

Trlr Tw Pkg/ Pwr Lftgt/ Pnrmc Rf/ 
Forged Green    33kms*

$45,995*

Witchekan Wildlife Federation
Annual Awards & Banquet Night
Saturday, JANUARY 31, 2026

Spiritwood Civic Center
Cocktails – 5 p.m.; Supper – 6 p.m.;

Adults $30; 12 & Under $15; Preschool Free
TICKETS AVAILABLE UNTIL JANUARY 28 – PLEASE call: 
Lyla 306-841-8284; Pearl & Eric 306-883-2835; DARCY 306-883-8641
Photo Contest – Categories include: Scenery, Hunting, Fishing & Wildlife. Pictures 
must be printed on 8x10 kodak paper & can be submitted the day of banquet.

Bring any unused 2025 hunting tags to be entered into a draw!

The RM of Leask No. 464 is proactively 
seeking future gravel deposits on the 

East side of the municipality. 

If you are a landowner with a 
gravel deposit, please contact the 

RM of Leask No. 464 
at 1-306-466-2000 or email 
rmleask.464@sasktel.net.

SOUL SPARK
Healing

EMMA BEAULAC
Registered Massage Therapist | Reiki Practitioner

MASSAGE THERAPY:
Deep Tissue, Relaxation, Therapeutic (TMJ, pregnancy, 
plantar fasciitis, sciatica and much more!), Lymphatic 
Drainage (relaxation focus rather than deep tissue).

REIKI:
Energy cleansing and balancing.

>30 minutes: $55    >60 minutes: $85 
>90 minutes: $120

*Cash/Cheque/E-transfer*
Direct billing is not available, receipts can be 

submitted to your insurance company.

To book: Call/Text (306) 841-7487
Email: soulsparkhealing4@gmail.com

Mon: 1pm-7pm� 513 Highway Drive
Tues/Wed/Thurs/Fri: 9am-3pm� Spiritwood, SK
*Flexible hours available*� S0J 2M0

soulsparkhealing4 Soul Spark Healing

FORM 6

VILLAGE OF MEDSTEAD

SALE BY TENDER
1.	The Village of Medstead offers for sale the following 

property.
Property Description:
Lot 11 Blk 1 Plan AM2577 and Lot 12 Blk 1 Plan AM2577

2.	A tender must be submitted in a sealed envelope marked 
“Property Tender” addressed to the Village of Medstead, Box 
148, Medstead, Sask. S0M 1W0

3.	 Tenders must be postmarked by 4:00 p.m. on February 20, 2026

4.	A certified cheque to the municipality for 5% of the amount 
of the tender must accompany the tender.

5.	Highest, or any tender, not necessarily accepted.

6.	Successful bidder will have 30 days to provide the balance of 
cash to complete the purchase.

Dated the 23rd day of January, 2026.

Lora Hundt
Administrator
Village of Medstead

Connor Schram got 
the audience warmed 
up with plenty of 
laughs.

Joel Jeffrey enter-
tains the crowd at 
Spiritwood.

Connor Schram (back left) and Joel Jeffrey (back right) with NLHC com-
mittee volunteer Diane Wingerter.

Shellbrook Legion member Kait Olson and Padre David Bodvarson 
enjoy a game of cribbage at the branch tourna-
ment on Saturday, Jan. 10.



By JORDAN TWISS
Shellbrook Chronicle 

Reporter

Despite a later than 
expected start, due to a 
delay in the installation 
of the ice at the rink, 
Shellbrook’s curling 
season is officially in 
full swing — albeit, with 
some changes to what 
Shellbrook Curling Club 
member Gayle Draper 
and her fellow board 
members were hoping 
to offer this year.

At the outset of the 
season, plans had been 
made to host a shorter 
social league for curl-
ers beginning in No-
vember and running to 
mid-February. Then, af-
ter the February break, 
the hope was to intro-
duce a new two-person 
league that would run 
until mid-March.

While the experiment 
with the two-person 
league will now have 
to wait until next sea-
son, the Club’s first-ev-
er two-person Sturling 
Bonspiel, held at the end 
of November, showed 
there is an appetite for 
the format.

“[The Sturling Spiel] 
was very well received 
by our curlers,” Draper 

said. “The format was 
fun and makes for a 
quick game, while real-
ly being able to work on 
the consistency of one’s 
deliveries.”

With adaptation being 
a core theme of the sea-
son, Draper says she’s 
lucky to have a larger 
and revitalized board 
and corps of volunteers 
to help leagues, bon-
spiels, and sponsored 
nights run smoothly 
and provide the most 
benefit and opportuni-
ty to curlers. Through 
this increased involve-
ment, she adds, the club 
is hoping to host four 
bonspiels this season 
(including the Sturling 
Bonspiel and the Janu-
ary Cash Bash  that was 
held on Jan. 9 and 10). 

However, as is the 
case at many small-
town rinks, the biggest 
challenge is getting 
enough curlers on the 
sheets.

“We are always ac-
tively pursuing differ-
ent ways to try to pique 
curlers’ interest and 

ensure that when we 
do get them out, they 
have a great time, they 
get to play on great ice, 
get to enjoy a great at-
mosphere, and have a 
wonderful small-town 
experience that makes 
them wanting to come 
back for more,” Draper 
said.

The focus on fun 
has allowed the club 
to draw a full comple-
ment of eight teams to 
its Thursday evening 

league. And, perhaps 
most importantly, it 
ensures there’s plenty 
of interest in the club’s 
youth-targeted Rock-
stars Program, which 
aspires to foster a pas-
sion for curling in the 
next generation.

Offered to kids in 
Grades 1 through 8, the 
Curling Canada pro-
gram focuses on skill 
development, fun and 
long-term growth. Or-
ganized and run by past 

board member Alysha 
Shillington and a small 
team of program assis-
tants, each week of the 
program brings new 
lessons that encom-
pass more of the skills 
crucial for success in 
curling, such as deliv-
ery, release, sweeping, 
communication, and 
strategy.

While the club typi-
cally offers two short-
er Rockstars sessions 
throughout the curling 
season, the late start 
this year meant chang-
ing to one session that 
will run the length of 
the season. This did 
nothing to deter pro-
spective curlers, as 24 
kids are signed up for 
the program.

For Draper, a vibrant 
Rockstars program is 

vital to the success of 
the Shellbrook Curling 
Club, and the sport of 
curling in Shellbrook, 
both in the present and 
in the future.

“This program has 
brought so many fam-
ilies into our curling 
rink that might not have 
otherwise set foot in the 
building which has re-
ally been great for the 
facility,” she said.

“These kids are the fu-
ture of our club and we 
want to keep our club 
and this sport attrac-
tive for not only the kids 
but also for the families 
that are coming to sup-
port them. It’s a sport 
that truly encompasses 
that small town feel and 
brings people of various 
demographics together 
in our community.”

Shellbrook curling season a hit so far

The sheets were buzzing with activity, when the Shellbrook Curling Club hosted its January Cash 
Bash Bonspiel on Jan. 9 and 10.
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Start your Career with 
Lake Country Co-op

Lake Country Co-op does business differently. 
As a co-operative, we believe in working together to 
provide an exceptional experience to customers and 
members to enhance the success and vibrancy of our 

communities, deliver profits back, and invest 
in sustainable growth. 

Our Shellbrook C-Store location 
is hiring! 

Our Lake Country Co-op team members receive 
competitive salaries, a comprehensive benefits package, 

and an employer-contributed pension plan.
If this opportunity speaks to you, apply today in 

person at one of our sites or visit our careers page at 
www.lakecountryco-op.crs to apply online. 

We thank all candidates for their interest; only those selected to 
continue in the recruitment process will be contacted.

For more information, call 306-747-2777
Amanda Stewart: C-Store

Prakash Tamrakar: Wine, Spirits, Beer
Richa Shah: Subway

PT & FT Clerk/Cashiers for 
both Wine, Spirits, Beer & 

C-Store Divisions and 
PT Sandwich Artists for Subway

Scan the QR 
to apply

TOWN OF SPIRITWOOD 
PUBLIC NOTICE

Public Notice is hereby given that the Council of the 
Town of Spiritwood intends to adopt a bylaw under 
the Planning and Development Act, 2007 to amend 
Bylaw No. 486/13, known as the Zoning Bylaw.
INTENT
The proposed Zoning Bylaw amendment will allow 
shipping containers to be used, placed or stored in the 
PR – Parks and Recreation District.
REASONS
Currently shipping containers are only allowed to be 
located in the Industrial and Highway Commercial 
zoning districts. This amendment will also allow 
shipping containers to be located in the Parks and 
Recreation District.
PUBLIC INSPECTION
Any person may inspect the bylaw at the Town Office, 
located at 212 Main Street, between the hours of 8:00 
AM and 4:30 PM on Monday to Thursday, and 8:00 AM 
to 4:00 PM on Friday, excluding statutory holidays. 
Copies of the bylaw are available at the Town Office at 
a cost of $5.
PUBLIC HEARING
Council will hold a public hearing on February 10th, 
2026, at 6:45 p.m. at the Town Office to hear any 
person or group that wants to comment on the 
proposed bylaw. Council will also consider written 
comments received at the hearing or delivered to the 
undersigned at the Town Office before the hearing.
Issued at the Town of Spiritwood this 22nd day of 
January, 2026. 
Rhonda Saam, Chief Administrative Officer

THE NORTHERN HAMLET OF DORE LAKE
BOX 608, BIG RIVER, SASK.  S0J 0E0

ONE YEAR – TEMPORARY FULL-TIME
POSITION FOR MAINTENANCE MAN

FOR THE
Northern Hamlet of Dore Lake
DEADLINE   January 30, 2026

The Hamlet requires a MAINTENANCE MAN on a 
TEMPORARY FULL-TIME BASIS to commence 

as soon as position is filled.
RATE OF PAY – $24.00 per hour

Job Description:  General town maintenance, grass cutting, 
	              sewer pump-outs & snowblowing.
	              Able to operate and service equipment.
	              Must have a valid Driver’s License.
	              Able to work under supervision.
	              Applicant must be trustworthy and reliable.

Please state references:
DEADLINE FOR APPLICATIONS:  January 30, 2026
Apply by mail, fax, e-mail or drop resume off at the 

Hamlet Office with Clerk Hilda McKay
THE NORTHERN HAMLET OF DORE LAKE

Box 608  Big River, Sask.  S0J 0E0
PHONE (306) 832-4528

FAX (306) 832-4525
northern.dore@sasktel.net

Layla Brad practices 
the basics of deliver-
ing a rock.

Shellbrook Curling 
Club board member 
Gayle Draper teaches 
Rockstars program 
participants a curling 
lesson.
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Since the re-election of 
United States President 
Donald Trump, the world 
has been flipped on its head.

The chaos created by Mr. 
Trump’s revolving door of 
economic, political, and mil-
itary threats against whoev-
er offends his fragile ego on 
a given day has thrown the 
established global order into 
disarray, forcing even the 
United States’ closest allies 
to look elsewhere for a sense 
of stability and security. And 
in the midst of all the tur-
moil, it’s become nearly impossible to 
tell where anyone stands on any issue.

On the campaign trail in the 2025 
federal election, Prime Minister Mark 
Carney pointed to China as one of the 
greatest threats to Canada’s security. 
While certainly true, given China’s 
efforts to interfere with Canada’s de-
mocracy and its aggressive use of re-
taliatory tariffs, it’s equally true that a 
country cannot exist in the global com-
munity without having some sort of 
relationship with China, which boasts 
the world’s second largest economy.

And so, it shouldn’t have been too 
surprising when Mr. Carney traveled 
to Beijing with Saskatchewan Premier 
Scott Moe last week, to meet Chinese 
President Xi Jinping and work to reset 
Canada’s relationship with the coun-
try.

Indeed, Mr. Carney teased this idea 
back in December, and addressed the 
risks of doing so.

“The question is how deep is the rela-
tionship and how clear are the guard-
rails around that relationship,” he said.

“There are areas, artificial intel-
ligence, critical minerals, defence, 
where clearly the security threats are 
such that we would not have a deep re-
lationship with China in those areas.”

Even with this, and even though 
Saskatchewan’s producers were being 
punished by 100 per cent tariffs on 
canola oil, canola meal, and peas, as 
well as 76 per cent tariffs on canola 
seed, Mr. Carney’s trip to Beijing was 
treated by his opponents as a betrayal 
of Canada.

The tariffs, as many will recall, were 

a response to  Canada’s deci-
sion to join the United States 
and the European Union in 
imposing a 100 per cent tar-
iff on Chinese electric vehi-
cles and a 25 per cent tariff 
on Chinese steel and alumi-
num.

The opposition support-
ed the EV tariffs. However, 
Conservative leader Pierre 
Poilievre was also critical of 
Mr. Carney’s failure to get 
China to back off its canola 
tariffs.

So, to be clear, Mr. Carney 
was expected to get the canola tariffs 
removed while keeping Canada’s EV 
tariffs in place, all without deepening 
Canada’s diplomatic or economic ties 
with China in any significant way. And 
the way to do this, suggested Mr. Poil-
ievre, was to cancel a $1 billion loan to 
B.C. to purchase Chinese-made ferries.

And closer to home, Carney was si-
multaneously expected to negotiate a 
deal “in Canada’s best interest” with 
Mr. Trump, who has made it clear he 
won’t accept anything but a deal that 
favours only the United States.

To the opposition’s chagrin, no doubt, 
day one of Mr. Carney’s trip to China 
ended with the signing of an MOU to 
strengthen talks between ministers in 
several areas, including oil and gas re-
source development, liquefied natural 
gas along with liquefied petroleum gas, 
and emission reductions.

Mr. Carney’s delegation also signed 
several other agreements to boost ex-
ports of Canadian pet food to China 
and increase tourism, and renewed an 
agreement to combat crime, including 
child sexual exploitation, transnation-
al organized crime, and money laun-
dering.

On day two, Mr. Carney reached a 
deal that will see canola seed tariffs 
lowered to 15 per cent, and canola 
meal, peas, lobsters, and crabs ex-
empted from anti-discrimination tar-
iffs until at least the end of the year. In 
return, Canada will allow up to 49,000 
Chinese EVs into the country each year 
at a tariff rate of 6.1 per cent. Missing 
from the agreement was canola oil.

Outside China, Mr. Carney’s govern-

ment has also started work to deepen 
trade relations with the United Arab 
Emirates, Germany, Mexico, the Unit-
ed Kingdom, Australia, India, Sweden, 
Poland, Malaysia, Indonesia, South 
Korea, Japan, France, and more.

These, of course, are just first steps. 
They shouldn’t be ignored, but nor 
should they be celebrated until they 
begin producing tangible economic 
benefits for Canada.

Justified opposition and criticism 
strengthen democracy. Opposition for 
opposition’s sake weakens and cheap-
ens it.

And given the current topsy turvy 
state of the world, our priority should 
be to do everything we can to strength-
en democracy at home and abroad.

In just the first week of 2026, the 
United States escalated a months-long 
campaign of extrajudicial killings in 
the Caribbean Sea to a full-blown top-
pling of the (admittedly illegitimate) 
government of Venezuela. While re-
storing Venezuela’s democracy is said 
to be on the agenda at some point, 
Mr. Trump has made it clear that this 
comes secondary to opening up the 
country to American interests.

And Venezuela is just the start. Mr. 
Trump, the so-called president of 
peace, is also willing to go to war with 
America’s long-time allies if they don’t 
hand over Greenland to him.

Meanwhile, on America’s own soil, 

Mr. Trump’s continued militariza-
tion of ICE has seen the federal agen-
cy turned not just on immigrants but 
on U.S. citizens, culminating in the 
officer-involved shooting death of 
37-year-old Minneapolis resident Re-
nee Nicole Good.

Within hours, Mr. Trump’s adminis-
tration labeled Ms. Good a “domestic 
terrorist” and suggested ICE agents 
have “full immunity” in exercising 
their duties. 

It has since shut down a civil rights 
investigation into the incident, and as 
protests erupted in response to the 
killing over the last week, leading to 
more violence from ICE agents, Mr. 
Trump has threatened to invoke the 
Insurrection Act to quell all dissent 
(while at the same time threatening to 
attack Iran for its violent oppression of 
protesters).

If such tactics had been used to en-
force COVID pandemic mandates, 
those who opposed the mandates 
would have decried them even more 
vocally as acts of tyranny.

And yet, those same people are con-
spicuously silent in the face of actual 
tyranny. So, too, are those who hold up 
the Second Amendment as necessary 
to defend against this exact kind of 
government overreach.

In 2026, it seems, principles, beliefs, 
and values shift with what’s politically 
convenient.

Principles forgotten 
as world order shifts

OpinionOpinion

Jordan Twiss & Meghan Penney, 
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Jordan Twiss, Shellbrook Chronicle Reporter 
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Member of 

Jordan

Twiss

~
News Editor
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Coming to SHELLBROOK 
in early February!

Hiring Day
WHERE: SK-55 & SK-3, Shellbrook,
		   Saskatchewan S0J 2E0
WHEN: 	 January 28th

TIME: 	  1pm – 7pm

Send your resume to:
shellbrooktimhortons

@gmail.com

Scan to email
your resume!

Bring your resume for
an on-site interview!

26014SS0

Dear editor,
The rule of law in the 

United States has been 
slowly eroding for de-
cades. Unfortunately, 

this conditioning pro-
cess has chipped away at 
international law, as we 
have seen in Venezuela 
where President Donald 

Trump threatened the 
vice president with as-
sassination if she doesn’t 
do what she’s told.

It’s difficult to believe. 
Trump aggressively 
intimidates and hu-
miliates friend and foe 
alike with open threats 
to invade: Greenland, 
Colombia, and even 
Mexico. However, to-
day, it remains beyond 
Trump’s reach to ex-
plicitly threaten Canada 
with military interven-
tion. The world would 
be outraged!

However, the implicit 
threat remains. Beware, 
after his open threats 
to other countries and 
his annexation rhet-
oric against Canada 
becomes normalized, 
Canada is certainly not 
immune.

Trump wants our oil, 
our minerals, and our 
rare earths. He needs 
only to invent a lame 
excuse, like he did with 
fentanyl, to legally justi-
fy under American law 
a physical violation of 
Canadian sovereignty. 
Trump’s so-called “Don-
roe Doctrine” states that 

he will dominate the 
western hemisphere. 

For example, he has 
only to seize one ship 
loaded with oil going to 
China, under the auspic-
es of national security, 
to “instantly” stop all 
exports of oil to anyone 
but the United States, 
leaving Trump free to 
buy at whatever price he 
chooses.

Trump not only needs 
to win, he needs to hu-
miliate. In the absence 
of the rule of law, Trump 
has been blatantly 
abused by those who 
hate him, which has gal-
vanized his determina-
tion.

They tried to bankrupt 
him, defame him, and 
even kill him, and now 
he doesn’t care. He has 
flipped his noodle. He 
will do what he wants.

The world has en-
tered a very dark time. 
Hopefully Prime Minis-
ter Carney will stay out 
ahead of him.

Earl Jones,
Rabbit Lake, Sask.

Your Two Cents~
Trump has flipped his noodle Canada must decry 

imperialist agenda

NOTICE 
TO OUR SUBSCRIBERS

YOUR 
SUBSCRIPTION 

IS COMING DUE!
$80.00 + $4.00 GST = 

$84.00/year
Shellbrook Chronicle
& Spiritwood Herald

Phone: 306.747.2442 or
Email: accounting@sbchron.com

Box 10  Shellbrook, SK  S0J 2E0

Dear editor,
I am opposed to the US invasion into Venezuela 

and the proposed invasion into Iran. I fear that Can-
ada has left its peace keeping objective and now takes 
sides with the aggressor rather than the oppressed. 

In 2015, we supported the removal of the demo-
cratically elected president of Ukraine, Yanukovych. 
Lies were continuously telling us what an evil person 
Yanukovych was and how he needed to be removed.  

We have had Iran under our thumb since 1953. 
Sanctions against the country for decades. Sanctions 
hurt the poor people and children. Removing food, 
medical supplies and an opportunity for the people 
to make an honest living. Also with Venezuela. Sanc-
tions against the country for 35 years.  

Canada has supported Israel and company for 
their atrocities on the people of Gaza. It is abhorrent 
for me to be categorized as a right wing Christian 
when I see what this group of people support. 

Canada has lots of territory and resources. We do 
not need to join in Imperialist conquests.  We im-
poverish and destabilize other countries and set up 
crooked puppet governments who sell out and buck-
le under the corporate and US government attack.  

There is a day of reckoning. If not in this world, 
certainly in the next. In the movie, The Lonesome 
Dove, Gus and his men were preparing to hang some 
murderous horse thieves. When the noose was ready 
for Jake, he said, “I didn’t mean no harm.” Gus re-
plied, “You ride with horse thieves, you hang with 
horse thieves.”

Laverne Isaac, Saskatoon, Sask.
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By JORDAN TWISS
Shellbrook Chronicle 

Reporter

The Shellbrook Elks Se-
nior Hockey Club continued 
its successful second leg of 
the 2025-2026 Twin Rivers 
Hockey League season, play-
ing host to the Allan Flames 
on Saturday, Jan. 17, and 
scoring another big win to 
catapult to third place in the 
league standings.

The Elks took their time on 
Saturday night, waiting until 
the midway point of the first 
period to draw first blood on a 
goal from Levi Logan, assist-
ed by Payton Kachur and Nick 
Martin. Shortly after, Kaiden 
Couture made it 2-0 Elks on 
assists from Logan and Ethan 
Beaulac.

However, the lead would 
only last until the end of the 
period. Taking full advan-
tage of a late Elks penalty, the 
Flames’ power play narrowed 
the gap to 2-1. Then, just over 
a minute later, the Flames tied 
the game up at 2-2 to send the 
action to the second period.

After the brief intermis-
sion, the Elks returned to the 
ice with renewed energy and 
purpose and took no prison-
ers through the first half of 
the second period by scoring 

four unanswered goals. Lo-
gan struck first, with assists 
from Kachur and Couture, 
then Cole Duperreault scored 
a couple minutes later on as-
sists from Cole Tanchuk and 
Matthew Flodell.

With the Elks on a power 
play, Kachur was the next to 
score, on assists from Logan 
and Tanchuk, and Jody Blais 
capped off the four-goal run 
just over a minute later with 
assists from Beaulac and 
Ethan Skauge.

The Flames managed to get 
on the board once shortly af-
ter the midway mark of the 
second period, but the goal 
was effectively negated by 
an Elks power play goal from 
Blais, assisted by Dallas Gal-
loway and Couture.

Taking a 7-3 lead into the 
third period, the Elks took 
no chance and continued 
building their lead on a goal 
from Duperreault, assisted by 
Kamden Logan and Beaulac. 

The Flames struck back 
shortly after, then scored 
again on a late power play to 
push the score to 8-5 for the 
Elks, but a shorthanded hat 
trick goal from Levi Logan, 
assisted by Kachur, put the 
Elks back up by four goals.

Though the Flames tacked 
on one last power play goal, it 

was already too little, too late.
With the 9-6 win, the Elks 

sit at 9-5-0-0 on the season.
This weekend the team is 

busy on the road, with games 
against the Birch Hills Black-
hawks on Saturday, Jan. 24, 
and the Hanley Huskies on 
Jan. 25.
Raiders (9) vs Stars (5)
Over in the Saskatchewan 

Prairie Hockey League, the 
Blaine Lake Raiders con-
tinued their regular season 
domination during a road trip 
to Glaslyn to meet with the 
Glaslyn North Stars.

Coming out strong, the 
Raiders jumped out to an ear-
ly lead on a goal from Tysen 
Smith, assisted by Brandon 
Lesko and Kelly Friesen. But 
the lead was soon erased by 
a North Stars goal, and on 
a late power play the North 
Stars leapt ahead 2-1.

When the action moved to 
the second period, the Raid-
ers wasted no time knotting 
things up at 2-2 with an un-
assisted goal from Friesen. 
Then, with the help of a string 
of power plays, the Raiders 
tacked on three more goals 
to jump ahead 5-2 before the 
end of the period.

Lesko kicked off the scor-
ing with back-to-back goals, 
drawing assists from Friesen 

and Kyle Schmidt on the first, 
and Friesen and Thomas Jean 
on the second. Then, Adam 
Horner capped on the scoring 
with an assist from Braiden 
Onishenko. 

Leaving nothing up to 
chance in the third peri-
od, the Raiders tacked on 
two early goals to go up 7-2. 
Friesen kicked off the scoring 
with his second of the game, 
assisted by Clay Casavant and 
Lesko, and Schmidt followed 
up on assists from Friesen 
and Lesko.

As the period wore on, the 

Raiders and the Stars traded 
off goals, with the Stars net-
ting three while the Raiders 
scored two to skate away with 
a 9-5 win. Lesko scored both 
Raiders goals, the first one 
unassisted, and the second 
assisted by Schmidt on the 
power play.

With the win, the Raiders 
now sit at 11-0-0-0 on the 
season. This weekend, the 
team will play a doubleheader 
on home ice, facing the Nei-
lburg Monarchs on Friday, 
Jan. 23, and the Turtleford 
Tigers on Saturday.

Senior Elks, Raiders keep win streaks going

Goalie Matthew Flath earned player of the game honours 
after the Raiders’ win over the Stars.
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Regular readers will 
be aware that I am a 
huge believer in good sci-
ence and research being 
crucial to the future of 
both agriculture and the 
broader world as well.

So when new develop-
ments become available 
which offer the farm 
community something 
that improves what they 
do, it’s something to ap-
plaud.

In this case it’s a tip of 
the hat to BASF, which 
has a new canola hybrid 
being released — still 
apparently a few years 
away in Canada — that is 
better suited to thrive in 

hotter and drier regions 
of the Prairies.

The fact that the new 
variety — InVigor Gold — 
can be grown more suc-
cessfully in areas where 
canola has not previously 
been all that successful is 
a huge step forward.

Heat tolerance, of 
course, is also an import-
ant feature as climates 
are changing (you can 
research the reasons but 
whatever the reasons 
weather is evolving), and 
that may well push more 
of the Canadian Prairies 
into hotter and drier con-
ditions.

So, while today InVigor 

Gold might be looked at 
for its potential to push 
canola into acres where 
it has not normally done 
well or even been grown 
at all, its greatest prom-
ise may be in becoming 
a viable option if weather 
continues to dial toward 

hotter.
However you look at 

it, the development of 
InVigor Gold is rather 
significant — in partic-
ular because this is only 
the first release, and you 
know the next genera-
tions to improve drought 
and heat tolerance even 
further are already in de-
velopment.

This is an example of 
why crop research is so 
important.

Now, of course, BASF is 
doing the work — invest-
ing the dollars in research 
— because the company 
fully anticipates recoup-
ing those costs and in 

fact making significant 
long-term profits based 
on the development. It is 
for them, after all, a prof-
it-driven business.

But this doesn’t mean 
that it’s not also good 
news for producers.

That is one of the rea-
sons it remains so im-
portant to producers and 
the public – through gov-
ernment – to continue to 
fund crop research too.

It is important that 
next generation variet-
ies — especially those 
which may be import-
ant in the face of climate 
change — come from var-
ied sources. It just does 

not seem like a good idea 
that future varieties all 
be controlled by one or 
two profit-driven corpo-
rations.

In that regard, hav-
ing producer-driven re-
search, funded at least 
in part by consumers 
through government in-
vestment in research, is 
hugely important.

InVigor Gold looks 
to be a most intrigu-
ing development, but it 
should not be the only 
variety focused in heat 
and drought tolerance. It 
should be the vanguard 
of a new family of variet-
ies created by many.

New canola variant shows promise

Sask., feds invest $9.7 million in crop research
By MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE

Submitted

Federal Minister of Agriculture and Agri-Food Heath 
MacDonald and Saskatchewan Minister of Agriculture 
David Marit have announced $9.7 million to support 
crop research in Saskatchewan.

This investment includes $7.2 million to support 39 
new crop research projects through the Agriculture De-
velopment Fund (ADF) and $2.5 million through the 
Strategic Research Initiative (SRI) to study the long-
term management of herbicide-resistant kochia and wild 
oats. 

“Investing in agricultural research is an investment in 
the future,” MacDonald said. “It helps address current 
and emerging challenges while creating new opportuni-
ties for farmers. We will continue to support agricultural 
research to ensure producers have the tools, knowledge, 
and solutions they need to succeed now and in years to 
come.” 

“Saskatchewan’s position as a global leader in crop ex-
ports is built on decades of investment in research and 
the dedication of scientists in crop development,” Marit 
said. “Investments in agriculture research remain key to 
driving economic growth.”

ADF projects are selected through an annual compet-
itive process to identify research with the potential to 
help Saskatchewan’s farmers remain innovative, profit-
able and competitive. This year’s crop projects include a 
range of topics, including: evaluating the performance of 
subsurface drip irrigation; identifying new ways to build 
resistance to wheat stem sawfly; enhancing tolerance to 
drought and phosphorus deficiency in lentil crops; man-
aging riceworm infestations in northern Saskatchewan 
wild rice production; and validating bale wrapping ma-
terial made from flax straw and oat hulls.

The Governments of Canada and Saskatchewan work 
closely with industry partners on ADF projects to lever-
age funding to support research that aligns with industry 
priorities. This year, projects are supported by an addi-
tional $3.2 million from 13 industry partners, including:

•	 Alberta Canola Producers Commission;
•	 Alberta Grains;
•	 Alberta Pulse Growers;
•	 Canary Seed Development Commission of Sas-

katchewan;
•	 Manitoba Canola Growers;
•	 Manitoba Crop Alliance;
•	 Results Driven Agriculture Research (RDAR);
•	 Saskatchewan Barley Development Commission 

(SaskBarley);
•	 Saskatchewan Oat Development Commission;
•	 Saskatchewan Oilseeds Development Commission 

(SaskOilseeds);
•	 Saskatchewan Pulse Growers (SPG);
•	 Saskatchewan Wheat Development Commission 

(SaskWheat); and
•	 Western Grains Research Foundation.
“Producers are constantly growing, changing and in-

novating farming operations to capture growing poten-
tial and maximize on-farm efficiencies,” SaskWheat out-
going Board Chair Jake Leguee said. “Today’s ADF and 
SRI funding announcement signals to us as producers 
that we have strong partners with government to tackle 
agriculture challenges and continue to unlock potential.” 

The SRI provides targeted funding to address com-
plex challenges facing the agricultural sector. The 2026 
SRI project, led by Dr. Shaun Sharpe at Agriculture and 
Agri-Food Canada (AAFC), will accelerate development 
of sustainable solutions for producers to manage her-
bicide-resistant kochia and wild oat. The collaborative 
initiative involves a multidisciplinary team from AAFC, 
the Universities of Saskatchewan, Regina, and Manito-
ba, and the National Research Council. The multi-year 
research project represents a $3.2 million research in-
vestment with $2.5 million in government funding and 
$730,000 from SaskWheat, SPG, SaskOilseeds, Sask-

Barley, RDAR and Alberta Grains.
The ADF and SRI are supported through the Sustain-

able Canadian Agricultural Partnership, a five-year, $3.5 
billion investment by federal, provincial and territorial 
governments to strengthen competitiveness, innovation, 
and resiliency of Canada’s agriculture, agri-food, and 
agri-based products sector. This includes $1 billion in 
federal programs and activities, and a $2.5 billion com-
mitment that is cost-shared 60 per cent federally and 40 
per cent provincially for programs that are designed and 
delivered by provinces and territories.

For more information, including a full list of the above 
projects, please visit: saskatchewan.ca.
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PUBLIC NOTICE OF INTENTION TO 
REPEAL MUNICIPAL HERITAGE 

PROPERTY DESIGNATION
TAKE NOTICE that the Council of the Town of Blaine Lake 
intends to consider a bylaw to repeal the designation of 
the following Municipal Heritage Property:
Property Name: St. Andrews Roman Catholic Church
Civic Address:  102 Second Avenue East
Legal Description: Lots 10 and 11, Block 6, Plan H 3043
Original Designation Bylaw: Bylaw No. 3/83, April 12, 1983
Reasons for proposed repeal: Building has deteriorated to 
the point of potential demolition
Meeting Details:
4:00 PM, February 24, 2026
Council Chambers – 301 Main Street
Objections: Any person may file a written Notice 
of Objection stating reasons, delivered to the Chief 
Administrative Officer no later than 4:00 PM, Monday, 
February 23, 2026.
If objections are received, a public hearing will be convened 
by the Saskatchewan Heritage Foundation Review Board 
before Council decides.
DATED at Blaine Lake, Saskatchewan, this 22nd day of 
January, 2026.
James Puffalt, MBA, RMA, CMMA, Prairie Rising Consulting
Chief Administrative Officer

DISCRETIONARY USE APPLICATION 
FOR A BEAUTY SALON AT 

208 HORSESHOE CRESCENT

The Council of the Town of Blaine Lake intends to consider 
an application for a Discretionary Use Application by 
Chelsey Campbell to establish a Beauty Salon at 208 
Horseshoe Crescent.

This property is zoned Residential District – R1 under Bylaw 
2013-05 and a beauty salon is considered a discretionary 
use in the Residential R-1 District.

Legal Description: 	 Lot 6, Block C, Plan BT4121

Civic Address: 	 208 Horseshoe Crescent

Public Hearing Details:
Town Council will consider this application at a Public 
Hearing scheduled as follows:

4:00 PM, February 24, 2026
Council Chambers – 301 Main Street

Submissions: Any person may make a written submission 
and/pr speak to Town Council by providing notice, delivered 
to the Chief Administrative Officer no later than 4:00 PM, 
Monday, February 23, 2026.
DATED at Blaine Lake, Saskatchewan, this 22nd day of 
January, 2026.
James Puffalt, MBA, RMA, CMMA, Prairie Rising Consulting
Chief Administrative Officer
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By JORDAN TWISS
Shellbrook Chronicle 

Reporter

A man and a woman 
from Ahtahkakoop Cree 
Nation were arrested just 
outside Shellbrook on 
Thursday, Jan. 8, after 
fleeing from police and 
colliding with two police 
vehicles.

At approximately 9:50 
a.m. that morning, the 
Big River RCMP Detach-
ment received a report 
about a robbery, and de-
termined through inves-
tigation that the report 
was tied to a car that had 
been stolen at gunpoint 
in Debden on Dec. 31. No 
physical injuries were re-
ported in that robbery.

Later on Jan. 8, officers 
with the Big River RCMP 
Detachment located a 
car that matched the sto-
len vehicle’s description 
on Cyr Road, near Deb-
den. Officers activated 
their vehicle’s emergency 
equipment and initiated 
a traffic stop. The car did 
not stop for police.

Shortly after, police 
say, the same car was 
observed travelling on 
Highway #55, south of 
Debden. Officers set up a 
tire deflation device just 
outside of Shellbrook, 
which the car struck, 
causing its tires to de-

flate. The car continued 
moving and collided with 
the rear of one police ve-
hicle and the side of a sec-
ond police vehicle before 
coming to a stop. 

Two individuals exited 
the car and fled on foot, 
and were arrested by offi-
cers shortly after. As a re-
sult of this incident, two 
police vehicles were dam-
aged. The police officers 
inside the vehicles were 
not physically injured.

As a result of continued 
investigation, 34-year-
old Albert Williams from 
Ahtahkakoop Cree Na-
tion is charged with one 
count each of dangerous 
operation of a motor vehi-
cle, flight from peace offi-
cer, resisting/obstructing 
peace officer, and posses-
sion of property obtained 
by crime over $5,000.

An adult woman, who 
has yet to be named by 
police, was also arrested 
at the scene in relation to 
an outstanding warrant.

Williams’ next court 
appearance is scheduled 
for Wednesday, Jan. 28, 
in the Ahtahkakoop Cree 
Nation Court.

The Big River RCMP 
Detachment continues 
to investigate, and was 
assisted in its investi-
gation by the Ahtahka-
koop-Shellbrook RCMP 
Detachment and the 

Prince Albert RCMP’s 
Controlled Traffic Ser-
vices Saskatchewan 
(CTSS).

Three arrested 
in robbery

Three individuals have 
been arrested, and one 
more suspect is sought by 
police, in connection with 
an armed robbery in the 
community of Little Red 
River.

On Friday, Jan. 9, 
around 11 a.m., the 
Prince Albert RCMP De-
tachment received a re-
port about the robbery. 
Through initial investiga-
tion, officers determined 

that two suspects went to 
a house in the community 
of Little Red River with 
a shotgun and demand-
ed keys to the resident’s 
truck, in which they fled. 

No physical injuries 
were reported to police.

Two hours later, RCMP 
officers located the stolen 
truck on Sturgeon Lake 
First Nation. They at-
tempted a traffic stop, but 
the vehicle backed into a 
ditch and the occupants 
fled. After a short foot 
pursuit, the driver and 
two passengers were ar-
rested without incident.

As a result of inves-

tigation, 35-year-old 
Karalynn Naytowhow 
from Montreal Lake Cree 
Nation, 20-year-old Lac-
ey Halkett-Turner from 
the community of Little 
Red River and 40-year-
old Clarence Turner from 
Sturgeon Lake First Na-
tion are each charged 
with one count of posses-
sion of property obtained 
by crime under $5,000.

Turner is addition-
ally charged with one 
count each of flight from 
peace officer and resist/
obstruct peace officer, 
while Naytowhow has 
been charged with three 

counts each of armed 
robbery and possession 
of weapon for dangerous 
purpose, and one count of 
break and enter with in-
tent, pointing a firearm, 
and firearms possession 
contrary to order.

Naytowhow, Turner, 
and Halkett-Turner made 
their first appearance in 
Prince Albert Provincial 
Court on Monday, Jan. 
12.

The Prince Albert 
RCMP Detachment con-
tinues the investigation 
into the identity of one 
of the suspects from the 
armed robbery.

RCMP news highlights

Sask NDP highlights affordability challenges
By SASK NDP

Submitted

Saskatchewan families are fac-
ing greater financial pressure than 
anywhere else in Canada as Scott 
Moe unapologetically continues to 
pile on added taxes, rates hikes and 
fees.

New data released by Statistics 
Canada last week found nearly 47 
per cent of Saskatchewan people 
report finding it difficult or very 
difficult to meet their household’s 
financial needs — that figure was 
higher than anywhere else in the 
country.

The data covers the second quar-
ter of 2025 and was up dramatically 

f r o m 

the 31 per cent reporting it to be 
difficult or very difficult to meet 
their household’s financial needs in 
the first quarter of the year.

In less than two weeks, Scott 
Moe and the Sask. Party plan to 
pile on increases to household pow-
er bills and on the insurance for 98 
per cent of the vehicles running in 
Saskatchewan.

“It’s clear we have a Premier and 
a government that stopped caring 
about the people they were elected 
to serve long ago,” said Sally Houss-
er, Saskatchewan NDP Shadow 
Minister for Energy & Resources. 
“Not only do we have the great fi-
nancial anxiety in the country, but 
Scott Moe insists only on making it 
worse.”

Earlier this month, Saskatche-
wan NDP Leader Carla Beck de-
manded an emergency legislative 
session to cut Sask. Party taxes on 
groceries and clothing and to pass 
the Rent Control Act, introduced 
by the Official Opposition during 
the Fall Sitting. Rent in Saskatch-
ewan has increased for 42-straight 
months.

“We could go into the Legislature 
right now and lower the cost of liv-
ing for Saskatchewan families — 
your move, Premier,” Housser said. 
“The Saskatchewan NDP knows it’s 
time for change. People are tired of 
18 years of Sask. Party lies, waste 
and chaos. Frankly, they’re tired of 
paying for this government’s mess.

“It’s time for change.”

PUBLIC NOTICE OF INTENTION TO REPEAL 
MUNICIPAL HERITAGE PROPERTY DESIGNATION

TAKE NOTICE that the Council of the Town of Blaine Lake intends to consider a bylaw to 
repeal the designation of the following Municipal Heritage Property:
Property Name: CN Station Building located at the corner of Main Street North and Railway 
Avenue East
Civic Address:  103 Railway Avenue East
Legal Description:

THEREFORE, the Council of the Corporation of the TOWN of BLAINE LAKE, IN THE 
PROVINCE OF SASKATCHEWAN enacts as follows:

1.	 There is a designated as being of architectural and historical value or interest 
the real property known as the CN STATION BUILDING and a portion of CN 
STATION GROUNDS being;

All that portion of the South East quarter of Section Thirty-Six 
(36) in Township Forty-Four (44) in Range Seven (7) West of the Third 
Meridian in the Province of Saskatchewan, lying in the Canadian 
Northern Railway Station Grounds as shown on Plan No. AA 1996 and 
more particularly described as follows:
Commencing at a point on the South East limit of station grounds 
where it is intersected by the production North West of the North 
East limit of Main Street thence North East along the South East 
limit of station grounds One Hundred and Thirty Feet (130 feet), thence 
North West perpendicular to said South East limit of station grounds 
One Hundred Feet (100 feet), thence South West and parallel with said 
South East limit of Station Grounds One Hundred and Thirty Feet (130 
feet), thence South East in a straight line to point of commencement.
Reserving to the Crown All Mines and Minerals

Original Designation Bylaw: Bylaw No. 3/81, May 26, 1981
Reasons for proposed repeal: Current tenant has moved, building will become vacant and 
removing heritage designation will enhance an opportunity to redevelop and preserve this 
building.
Meeting Details:
4:00 PM, February 24, 2026
Council Chambers – 301 Main Street
Objections: Any person may file a written Notice of Objection stating reasons, delivered to 
the Chief Administrative Officer no later than 4:00 PM, Monday, February 23, 2026.
If objections are received, a public hearing will be convened by the Saskatchewan Heritage 
Foundation Review Board before Council decides.
DATED at Blaine Lake, Saskatchewan, this 22nd day of January, 2026.
James Puffalt, MBA, RMA, CMMA, Prairie Rising Consulting
Chief Administrative Officer

DISCRETIONARY USE APPLICATION FOR GRAIN STORAGE AND 
GRAIN DRYING AT PARCEL X – RAILWAY AVENUE NORTH

The Council of the Town of Blaine Lake intends to consider an application for a Discretionary 
Use Application by Lumec Farms (Cadrain Grain Storage) to expand storage and install grain 
drying equipment at their location at Parcel X – Railway Avenue North.

This property is zoned General Industrial District – I1 under Bylaw 2013-05 and expanded 
storage and grain drying is considered a discretionary use in the General Industrial District I1.

Legal Description: 	 Parcel X, Plan 102194715 – SWP Lease 400529

Civic Address: 	 Parcel X – Railway Avenue North

Discretionary Use Conditions:
»» Noise – emit no noise of industrial 

production audible beyond the 
boundary of the lot on which the 
operation takes place

»» Dust or Ash – no process involving 
the emission of dust, fly ash 
or other particulate matter is 
permitted

»» Odor/Toxic gases – no odorous or 
toxic gases or other substances is 
permitted

»» Glare or heat – no industrial 
operation shall be carried out 
that would produce glare or heat 
discernible beyond the property 
line of the lot

»» External storage must be in a neat and orderly manner or suitably enclosed by a fence or 
a wall to the satisfaction of Council

»» Industrial wastes shall not be discharged in the town sewers or drainage courses.
Public Hearing Details:
Town Council will consider this application at a Public Hearing scheduled as follows:

4:00 PM, February 24, 2026
Council Chambers – 301 Main Street

Submissions: Any person may make a written submission and/pr speak to Town Council 
by providing notice, delivered to the Chief Administrative Officer no later than 4:00 PM, 
Monday, February 23, 2026.
DATED at Blaine Lake, Saskatchewan, this 22nd day of January, 2026.
James Puffalt, MBA, RMA, CMMA, Prairie Rising Consulting
Chief Administrative Officer



Mid-January is not 
normally the time of 
year for baseball-re-
lated sports columns, 
but what the Toronto 
Blue Jays are doing this 
off-season can’t wait for 
spring.

The Jays, owned by 
Rogers, made truck-
loads of money in 2025 
when the team went all 
the way to the World 
Series, falling one game 
short against Los An-
geles Dodgers. Rather 
than stuffing all that 
loot in a storage room 
at company headquar-
ters on Bloor Street, the 
owners have authorized 
the use of that excess 
dough to make man-
ager John Schneider’s 
team even more power-
ful in 2026.

Expectations will 
be high when the 162-
game regular season 
begins in late March, 
and why not? The Jays 
have bolstered their 
starting pitching corps, 
added a major slug-
ger to their lineup and 
signed a relief pitcher 
who might just be a real 
closer. (Memories of 
Jeff Hoffman, he of the 
seven blown saves in 
2025, second-most in 

the American League, 
won’t be long forgotten.)

With a solid starting 
pitching staff already 
established with Kev-
in Gausman, breakout 
star Trey Yesavage, 
Shane Bieber, and Jose 
Berrios, the Jays have 
added one of the best 
free agents available, 
Dylan Cease, to a sev-
en-year, $210 million 
pact. A seven-year vet-
eran, Cease played five 
seasons with the hap-
less Chicago White Sox 
before being traded to 
San Diego, where he 
played the last two sea-
sons. His stat numbers 
aren’t overwhelming, 
but he’s a 1A starter, as 
is Gausman. Added to 
the starting pitching 
staff is right-hander 
Cody Ponce, who was 
17-1 last season in the 
Korean Major League, 
where he was voted 
Most Valuable Player. 
The Jays gave Ponce a 
three-year deal worth 
$30 million.

Strengthening the 
bullpen is right-hander 
Tyler Rogers, who com-
piled a 1.98 earned-run 
average in 2025 while 
playing for the Mets 
and Giants. Rogers, 

who throws the ball 
submarine-style, has 
the lowest release point 
of any MLB pitcher. He 
throws low, but comes 
with high hopes for the 
Jays to develop a shut-
down bullpen for late 
innings of 2026 games. 

And while the Jays 
led the majors in team 
batting average (.265) 
in 2025, their power 
numbers were middle 
of the pack. Toronto’s 
191 home runs trailed 
leading New York Yan-
kees by 83, and nine 
teams hit more than 
200. So, the Jays went 
out and signed Japa-
nese slugger Kazuma 
Okamoto to a four-year 
contract worth $60 
million. Okamoto, who 
is likely to play third 

base, played 11 years 
in the Japanese major 
league and belted 248 
homers in that span. 
Will that power trans-
late smoothly to MLB? 
It worked pretty well 
for the Dodgers’ Shohei 
Ohtani.

Reports indicate To-
ronto is still hoping to 
resign long-time Jay 
Bo Bichette, currently 
pondering free-agent 
opportunities, and pur-
suing another slugger, 
outfielder Kyle Tucker, 
29, who hit 22 homers 
last year with the Chi-
cago Cubs.

On the acquisition of 
Cease, Schneider was 
effusive in his praise: 
“We’ve been in love with 
his stuff for a while and 
there’s a real opportu-
nity for him to continue 
to get better with what 
we have to offer.”

It’s official, Blue Jays’ 
fans: Canada has a 
baseball power.

• Headline at fark.
com: “Texas Tech’s 
gamble on a high school 
coach has paid off As 
did the Brinks trucks 
of west Texas oil money 
they amassed for pay-
ing players.”

• Notre Dame athletic 

director Pete Bevacqua, 
on the popularity of 
football coach Marcus 
Freeman: “Everybody 
has eyes on Marcus. 
College has eyes on 
Marcus. NFL has eyes 
on Marcus. I bet Holly-
wood has eyes on Mar-
cus. I wouldn’t be sur-
prised if he’s in the next 
Leo DiCaprio movies 
with Martin Scorsese.”

• Steve Hofstetter on 
Facebook: “First Ven-
ezuela misses qualify-
ing for the World Cup 
by one game, then gets 
bombed by the win-
ner of the FIFA peace 
prize.”

• Mike Bianchi of the 
Orlando Sentinel: “The 
Orlando Magic used to 
play defence like the ‘85 
Bears. Now they play 
defence like the Vene-
zuelan Air Force.”

• Another one from 
Bianchi: “Did you see 
where Atlanta Hawks 
star Trae Young wants 
to be traded to the hap-
less Washington Wiz-
ards? In a league where 
most stars chase cham-
pionships, Trae Young 
just asked to be placed 
in a witness protection 
program.”

• Comedy guy Torben 

Rolfsen of Vancouver: 
“If the Canucks draft 
Gavin McKenna, will 
the arena name go back 
to being GM Place?”

• Rolfsen again: “Las 
Vegas Raiders have the 
No. 1 pick in the NFL 
draft. It will be fas-
cinating to see which 
young quarterback’s ca-
reer they will destroy.”

• Jack Finarelli on 
his sportscurmudgeon.
com site, on the NFL 
coaching opening in 
Las Vegas: “Bad roster; 
bad owner; the specter 
of Tom Brady hovering 
around the team; play-
ing in a tough division.  
Other than those fac-
tors, this is a great job.”

• Finarelli again, 
on Tennessee Titans 
looking for a new head 
coach: “The Front Of-
fice has no clue what it 
needs or wants and will 
– at some point – tire 
of trying to sort among 
the 13 candidates and 
draw a name out of a 
hat.”

• Headline at the on-
ion.com: “Steph Curry 
finally finishes eating 
mouthguard.”

Care to comment? 
Email brucepen-
ton2003@yahoo.ca

Jays having championship-style off-season

U18 Elks pick up weekend win, OT loss
By JORDAN TWISS
Shellbrook Chronicle 

Reporter

The U18 AA Parkland Elks 
were busy on the road this 
past weekend, travelling to 
Warman to face off against 
the Warman Wildcats on Fri-
day, Jan. 16, before heading 
to Tisdale to meet the North 
East Wolfpack on Saturday 
night.

The team had a strong out-
ing, picking up a hard fought 
win over the Wildcats, then 
losing an OT nailbiter to the 
Wolfpack.

Elks (7) vs Wildcats (6)
Despite starting Friday 

night’s game with an early 
penalty, it was the Elks who 
made the Wildcats pay for 
their careless play when Da-
vin Hart drew first blood on 
an unassisted shorthanded 
goal.

The Wildcats regrouped 
after the misstep, getting the 
better of the even strength 
play for the remainder of the 
first period and scoring a pair 
of goals to take a 2-1 lead into 

the second.
The Elks struck first again 

in the second period, tying 
the game at 2-2 on a goal from 
Cohen Ball, assisted by Brady 
Hujber. But the Wildcats re-
sponded with two goals in 
just 39 seconds to reclaim a 
two-goal lead.

In a period filled with offen-
sive highlights, Hujber cut the 
gap back down to one, with 
an assist from Hart, just be-
fore the midway point of the 
period. Then, after a 10-min-
ute stretch without any goals, 
Canden Olsen tied the game 
at 4-4 on assists from Lyndon 
Soonias and Burke Florence.

The tie was short-lived, as a 
defensive collapse by the Elks 
allowed the Wildcats to strike 
twice in the final 40 seconds 
of the second period and 
pounce ahead 6-4.

Taking a two-goal defi-
cit into the third period, the 
Elks tightened their defences 
and kept the Wildcats off the 
board, allowing Cohen Ball to 
close the score to 6-5 on an 
assist from Arland Anderson.

Shortly after, with the help 

of a power play, Hujber netted 
his second of the game with 
an assist from Logan Fisher. 
Then, with time quickly wind-
ing down, the Elks clinched 
the comeback win on another 
unassisted goal from Hart. 

Elks (3) vs Pack (4) OT
In Tisdale the following 

night, the Elks got the jump 
on the Wolfpack by scoring 
early on a goal from Brady 
Hujber, assisted by Cohen 
Ball and Canden Olsen. And 
after a mostly deadlocked pe-
riod, a late power play helped 
the Elks break the stalemate 

and jump ahead 2-0 on an 
unassisted goal from Davin 
Hart.

In another mostly even 
period, the Elks outshot the 
Wolfpack 21 to 14. But it was 
the Wolfpack who netted the 
period’s only goal, cutting the 
score to 2-1 for the Elks.

When the action moved 
over to the third period, the 
Wolfpack struck first to tie the 
score at 2-2 and both teams 
continued to fight for any ad-
vantage they could find. 

Just as overtime was look-
ing inevitable, the Wolfpack 

found the back of the net to 
push the score to 3-2. But the 
Elks tied the game right back 
up 17 seconds later on a goal 
from Logan Fisher, assist-
ed by Aiden Tait and Boston 
Gagnon, to force overtime af-
ter all.

In the abbreviated extra 
period, the Elks came up just 
short, allowing the Wolfpack 
to skate away with a 4-3 win.

Following the weekend’s ac-
tion, the Elks now sit at 5-14-
1-1 on the season. The team 
has no games scheduled this 
weekend. 
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Sask. inks nuclear MOU with UAE

By GAGE HAUBRICH
CTF Prairie Director

There comes a point in almost 
every Canadian’s life where 
someone sits you down and tells 
you that no matter how hard you 
try, it’s very unlikely that you are 
going to make it to the NHL.

That same type of tough love 
needs to be shown to Prime Min-
ister Mark Carney and Public 
Safety Minister Gary Anadan-
sangree about chances of suc-
cessfully following through with 
Ottawa’s gun ban and confisca-
tion program.

Like a hockey player who can’t 
skate backwards, it’s never been 
more obvious that its time to 
throw in the towel. The program 
is a clear failure, it won’t make 
Canadians safer, but it will cost 
taxpayers an untold some of 
cash.

After banning more than 
2,500 hundred different makes 
and models of firearms over 
the last six years, the federal 
government finally launched 
its confiscation to collect those 
guns from individual owners 
with a six-week pilot project in 
Cape Breton, Nova Scotia.

The government aimed to con-
fiscate 200 firearms during the 
project. It only collected 25 from 
16 different people.

That’s a clear failure.
And in typical federal govern-

ment fashion, the lack of results 
doesn’t mean lack of spending.

The government agreed to give 
at least $149,760 to the Cape 
Breton Regional Municipality to 
carry out the confiscation. The 

government also spent $26,535 
in compensation to the owners 
of the banned guns.

That means the cost to tax-
payers for each gun confiscated 
is about $7,000. If this program 
rolls out across the country, it’s 
going to get really expensive, re-
ally quickly.

Failing government programs 
often face legitimate criticism 
for two reasons: they cost tax-
payers too much money or they 
don’t work.

Ottawa’s gun confiscation is a 
case where both ring true. Tax-
payers will be on the hook for 
potentially billions of dollars to 
pay for it and it won’t make Ca-
nadians safer.

The first problem is the cost.
The government has commit-

ted $742 million to carry out 
its gun ban and confiscation 
scheme, according to Budget 
2025, but the government has 
not been transparent on these 
costs to taxpayers.

The Liberal Party initially 
said the confiscation would cost 
$200 million in 2019. The Par-
liamentary Budget Officer said 
it will cost up to $756 million 
to compensate owners for their 
firearms in 2021. Other experts 
put the final price tag at about 
$6 billion.

Taxpayers should be worried 
about costs ballooning past es-
timates, because blowing more 
money than budgeted is a gov-
ernment specialty, especially on 
gun control programs.

Ottawa initially promised that 
the long-gun registry would cost 
taxpayers only $2 million. The 

final tab was more than $2 bil-
lion before it was scrapped.  

Despite all those costs, the 
gun confiscation won’t make 
Canadians safer. And that’s 
something that law enforcement 
experts have been saying since 
the government announced the 
policy.

That’s because it’s not legal 
gun owners committing crimes 
with firearms. And every dollar 
that the government wastes on 
this program, is a dollar that 
can’t be used to stop the real 
problem of gun smuggling.

The union representing RCMP 
members says Ottawa’s program 
“diverts extremely important 
personnel, resources, and fund-
ing away from addressing the 
more immediate and growing 
threat of criminal use of illegal 
firearms.”

“We know that the gun buy-
back program is going to have, 
essentially, zero impact on the 
crime in Toronto,” said Clayton 
Campbell, the president of the 
Toronto Police Association.

And examples from other 
countries prove the point. New 
Zealand conducted its own 
confiscation back in 2019 and 
collected more than 50,000 
banned firearms, but violent 
gun crime increased in the years 
afterward.

The failure of the Cape Bret-
on project proves Ottawa’s gun 
confiscation is a waste money 
that won’t make Canadians saf-
er. Instead of pushing forward, 
Ottawa needs to finally stop 
limping this scheme along and 
end it once and for all.

NOW 
OPEN!

ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS 
AND EMERGENCIES

306-883-3366
107 Main Street, 

Spiritwood, SK S0J 2M0
MON – FRI: 9AM TO 5PM

spiritwooddentalclinic.ca

26014GG0

By MINISTRY OF 
TRADE & EXPORT 

DEVELOPMENT
Submitted

The Saskatchewan 
Research Council (SRC) 
and the Global Insti-
tute for Energy, Min-
erals and Society Inc 
(GIEMS), have signed 
a memorandum of un-
derstanding (MOU) 
with the Emirates Nu-
clear Energy Company 
(ENEC).

The MOU is for the 
organizations to col-
laborate on the devel-
opment of a nuclear 
energy program in the 
United Arab Emirates 
(UAE). It will include 
evaluation of technol-
ogies related to small 
modular reactors and 
microreactors, nuclear 
plant efficiency and re-
liability. 

“With our vast ura-
nium deposits, skilled 
workforce, and cluster 
of experts, Saskatche-
wan is the best region 
in the world to partner 
with on nuclear innova-
tion,” Trade and Export 
Development Minis-
ter Warren Kaeding 
said. “The UAE shares 

many energy transi-
tion goals with us, and 
our international trade 
and investment office 
in Dubai paired with 
our investment attrac-
tion efforts have been 
instrumental in forg-
ing this partnership. I 
look forward to seeing 
how this new MOU will 
advance technologies 
that benefit both our 
regions.”

The program will also 
include collaborative 
work in waste man-
agement, technology 
transfer innovation and 
adoption, the applica-
tion of artificial intel-
ligence and robotics 
in nuclear energy, and 
capacity building and 
knowledge exchange.

ENEC has over 20 
years of experience and 
has become a world-
class nuclear energy 
organization with a 
workforce of more than 
3,000 people from 50 
nations.

“Rising global elec-
tricity demand, fueled 
by AI, data centers, and 
energy-intensive indus-
tries, underscores the 
urgent need for global 
collaboration in ad-
vancing nuclear energy 
technologies,” ENEC 
Managing Director and 
Group Chief Executive 
Officer Mohamed Al 
Hammadi said. “Our 
collaboration with SRC 
and GIEMS aligns with 

ENEC’s strategy to re-
sponsibly expand civil 
nuclear energy world-
wide, leveraging collec-
tive expertise and inno-
vation to deliver secure, 
reliable, and sustain-
able energy solutions.”

GIEMS, first estab-
lished at COP28 in 
Dubai is a pipeline of 
innovation and talent 
through the province’s 
largest post-secondary 
institutions.

“This MOU establish-
es a framework that 
connects Saskatche-
wan’s post-secondary 
research and train-
ing institutions with 
ENEC’s nuclear inno-
vation priorities, sup-
porting shared learn-
ing, knowledge transfer 
and capacity building,” 
GIEMS Executive Di-
rector Tom Kishchuk 
said.

SRC will also be a 

great addition to this 
partnership with their 
prowess in nuclear and 
uranium research.

“SRC brings decades 
of applied nuclear re-
search experience to 
this collaboration, in-
cluding nearly four 
decades of operating 
the SLOWPOKE-2 re-
search reactor,” SRC 
President and CEO 
Mike Crabtree said. 
“This MOU creates 
a strong foundation 
for sharing expertise, 
evaluating advanced 
reactor technologies, 
and supporting the re-
sponsible development 
of nuclear energy as 
part of the transition to 
clean, reliable energy 
systems.”

The agreement is 
valid for a three year 
period with the oppor-
tunity for all parties to 
renew. 

Obituary
~

It is great sadness 
that the family of Bar-
bara Grace Henderson 
announce her passing 
on December 18, 2025.

Barbara was born 
October 12,1949. She 
attended Leask School 
and has lived in Toron-
to for last 30 plus years. 
She made many trips to 
the farm at Bramshott 

to visit her brothers.
She was predeceased 

by her parents Mae 
Helen and Thomas as 
well as siblings Isabell 
and Jack Friesen, Alex 
Henderson, Thomas 
Henderson, sister-in-
law Rita Henderson 
and brother-in-law Don 
Wheaton. 

She is survived by 
siblings Margaret 
Wheaton and Jim Hen-
derson and many niec-
es and nephews whom 
she loved dearly.

Barbara lived in Col-
lege View Housing 
Co-op in Toronto for 
over 30 years. She was 
active on many com-
mittees and had lots of 
dear friends.

A gathering to mark 
her passing was held in 
her memory there.

Barbara Henderson

Op-ed: Time for feds to give up 
on gun confiscation

Advertising 
Deadline is
Friday 

4:00 p.m.
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Weberg 
Accounting

Services
Andrea Weberg 

CPTP, DFA-TSS

306-747-2244 
Shellbrook

ACCOUNTANT

“Faces you know, people you trust at a time you need them the most”

306-747-2828 (24 hrs.)
101 Railway Ave. W., Shellbrook, SK

Monument Sales & pre-arrangements available
Shellbrook – Spiritwood – Big River – Debden  

Prince Albert – Canwood – Leask 
www.beaulacfuneralhome.com

FUNERAL SERVICES

Call today for your 
 Hearing Test!

1-306-883-3997
Hearing Aid Sales and Services

101 Main Street, Spiritwood

HEaRING CENTRE

HEARING

1-877-898-8248 (TAIT)

Shellbrook � 306-747-2896
Canwood � 306-468-2227
Leask � 306-466-4811

email: office@taitinsurance.ca
www.taitinsurance.ca

General, Health & Hail Insurance
Motor License Issuer

insurance

Law Office
DELBERT DYNNA

100A - 10th St. East
Prince Albert, SK S6V 0Y7

phone (306) 764-6856
fax (306) 763-9540

Preferred areas of practice:
Wills, Estates, Real Estate

LAWYER

Shelley Cannon, in person,
by appointment

NEW LOCATION:
236 Main St., Spiritwood
All lawyers, Monday - Friday, 
1200 Central Ave., Prince Albert

306-922-4700 or
scannon@novuslaw.ca

NOVUS LAW GROUP
Wilcox Holash McCullagh

LAWYER

Courteous, professional,
reliable, plumbing, heating,

gas fitting services

Ph: 306-747-4332
Shellbrook, Sask.

plumbingMECHANIC

• Truck and Trailer Inspections
• School Bus Inspections

• Diesel Tuning
• Diagnostics Services

• Fully Licensed

Call for more information

306-747-7711

LAWYER

Bill Cannon, in person,
by appointment

52 Main Street, Shellbrook
306-922-4700

All lawyers, Monday - Friday, 
1200 Central Ave., Prince Albert

306-922-4700

NOVUS LAW GROUP
Wilcox Holash McCullagh

ADVERTISE HERE

This Space Is 
Waiting For You
Keep Your Business In 
The Public Eye And A 

Quick Reference At Your 
Customer’s Finger Tips.

Call Today:
306-747-2442

real estate

To Sell Ag, Residential, 
Cottage & Commercial 

Properties For You!

306-441-1625 (cell)
ssk@littleloon.ca

Shawna Schira-Kroeker
Your Local Realtor™...

Working Hard ...

Each Office Independently 
Owned & Operated 

North Country

www.shawnaschirakroeker.com

real estate

RESIDENTIAL – COMMERCIAL – FARM

Bevra Fee, Realtor®
(306) 883-7058
RE/MAX OF THE BATTLEFORDS

each office independently owned & operated

bevrafee@sasktel.net
SPIRITWOOD’S 

REALTOR®...
SERVING THE 

REGION!

1391 100th St
NORTH BATTLEFORD, SK

S9A 0V9
Office: (306) 446-8800
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Waiting For You
Keep Your Business In 
The Public Eye And A 

Quick Reference At Your 
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306-747-2442
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This Space Is 
Waiting For You
Keep Your Business In 
The Public Eye And A 

Quick Reference At Your 
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306-747-2442
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This Space Is 
Waiting For You
Keep Your Business In 
The Public Eye And A 

Quick Reference At Your 
Customer’s Finger Tips.

Call Today:
306-747-2442

Your Guide to 
Home Services 
and Repair 
Professionals

ADVERTISE HERE

This Space Is 
Waiting For You

Keep Your Business In The Public Eye And A Quick 
Reference At Your Customer’s Finger Tips.

Call Today:
306-747-2442

real estate
BUYING OR SELLING 

FARMLAND?

306-570-7743
skfarmland.ca

real estate



TAX ENFORCEMENT 
LIST

rm of BIG RIVER 
no. 555

Province of 
Saskatchewan

Notice is hereby given 
under The Tax Enforce-
ment Act that unless the 
arrears of taxes and costs 
appearing opposite the 
land described in the fol-
lowing list are fully paid 
before the 23rd day of 
March 2026, the treasur-
er will proceed to regis-
ter an interest based on a 
tax lien in the Land Titles 
Registry in accordance 
with Section 10 of the 
Tax Enforcement Act.
Note: A sum for costs in 
an amount of $12.39 is 
included in the amount 
shown against each par-
cel (Section 4(3) of The 
Tax Enforcement Act). 
NE 4-55-6-W3� $929.65
SE 4-55-6-W3� $702.57
PT SW 4-55-6-W3
� $1,965.72
SE 15-55-6-W3
� $1,202.53
NE 17-55-6-W3� $371.61
PT NE 18-55-6-W3
� $1.431.69
NW 2-55-7-W3� $458.40
PT SE 14-55-7-W3 
� $187.29
PT SE 14-55-7-W3
� $178.06
PT NE 16-55-7-W3
� $2,584.90
PT NE 8-55-8-W3
� $187.29
NE 10-55-8-W3
� $1,465.84
NE 10-55-8-W3�$602.94
PT NW 35-55-8-W3
� $1,316.15
NE 36-55-8-W3
� $2,998.20
PT SW 20-56-6-W3
� $751.31
SW 32-56-6-W3�$311.01
Lot 4 Blk 2 PL 84B15324
� $3,107.25
SW 23-56-7-W3�$410.72
SW 25-56-7-W3�$179.04
PT NW 36-56-8-W3
� $2,405.37
PT SE 2-57-8-W3
� $404.85

PT SE 2-57-8-W3
� $536.68
PT NW 3-57-8-W3
� $155.73
PT NE 10-57-8-W3
� $168.58
PT SW 10-57-8-W3
� $173.00
Lot 6 Blk 1 PL 82B12420
� $2,772.86
Lot 2 Blk 4 PL AE598
� $962.63
Lot 15 Blk 1 PL 81B04919
� $766.35
Lot 16 Blk 1 PL 81B04919
� $1,339.58
Lot 3 Blk 6 PL AE598
� $2,184.78
Lot 7 Blk 3 PL 86B10566
� $2,685.06
Lot 36 Blk 1 PL 
82B12420� $710.54
Lot 5A Blk 33 PL 
101936123� $2,187.72
Lot 16 Blk 4 PL 
80B12105� $1,100.08
Lot 5 Blk 2 PL 82B12420
� $693.72
Lot 10 Blk 2 PL 
82B12420� $531.76
Lot 12 Blk 2 PL 
82B12420� $867.11
Lot 6 Blk 3 PL 84B11865
� $949.06
Lot 7 Blk 3 PL 84B11865
� $592.08
Lot 3A Blk 4 PL 
102344666� $1,392.80
Lot 5 Blk 4 PL 84B11865
� $402.74
Lot 1 Blk 2 PL 00B14292
� $1,188.01
Lot 1 Blk 3 PL 00B14292
� $949.62
Lot 4 Blk 3 PL 00B14292
� $949.63
Lot 17 Blk 3 PL 
00B14292� $2,666.38
Lot 25 Blk 3 PL 
00B14292� $2,768.36
Lot 28 Blk 3 PL 
101884192� $946.24
Lot 6 Blk 4 PL 101962212
� $699.25
Lot 9 Blk 4 PL 101962212
� $707.08
Lot 14 Blk 4 PL 
101962212� $709.63
PT SE 27-57-7-W3
� $624.31
Lot 9 Blk 101 PL 
101926728� $2,303.07
Lot 13 Blk 103 PL 
101926728� $639.47
Lot 8 Blk 2 PL 
102004603� $1,761.20
Lot 13 Blk 2 PL 
102004603� $644.09
Lot 8 Blk 3 PL 
102004603� $2,419.42
Lot 2 Blk 1 PL 102054147
� $638.76
Lot 4 Blk 1 PL 102054147
� $638.76

Lot 6 Blk 1 PL 102054147
� $638.76
Lot 7 Blk 1 PL 102054147
� $646.09
Lot 8 Blk 1 PL 102054147
� $902.88
Lot 4 Blk 2 PL 102054147
� $638.42
Lot 8 Blk 2 PL 102054147
� $638.42
Lot 3 Blk 3 PL 102054147
� $638.76
Lot 4 Blk 3 PL 102054147
� $648.52
Lot 4 Blk 4 PL 102054147
� $638.07
Lot 14 Blk 5 PL 
102054147� $858.28
Lot 15 Blk 5 PL 
102054147� $865.95
Lot 2 Blk 6 PL 102054147
� $768.38
Lot 15 Blk 6 PL 
102054147� $868.04
Lot 2 Blk 7 PL 102054147
� $778.13
Lot 3 Blk 7 PL 102054147
� $778.13
Lot 4 Blk 7 PL 102054147
� $778.13
Lot 5 Blk 7 PL 102054147
� $778.13
PT SE 10-57-8-W3 
� $165.44
Lot 2 Blk 2 PL 102172755
� $2,190.94
Lot 5 Blk 2 PL 102172755
� $696.26
Lot 15 Blk 3 PL 
102254666� $696.26
Lot 19 Blk 3 PL 
102254666� $4,822.17
Lot 7 Blk 5 PL 102254666
� $684.76
Lot 10 Blk 4 PL 
102297955� $1,854.63
Lot 14 Blk 4 PL 
102297955� $715.67
Lot 16 Blk 4 PL 
102297955� $684.76
Lot 12 Blk 6 PL 
102329300� $690.68
Lot 15 Blk 3 PL 
102376740� $2,927.92
Lot 15 Blk 2 PL 
102395358� $748.87
Lot 22 Blk 3 PL 
102412617� $699.39
Dated this 12th day of 
January, 2026
Dana Kennedy, 
Chief Administrative 
Officer
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   Eastman...................................$119.00   
   Westman..................................$119.00
   Per extra word............................$5.00
Quebec market
   English�....................................$160.00
   Per extra word............................$6.00
Atlantic market�.........................$200.00
   Per extra word............................$5.00
Also Available: Quebec (French) �.................$967.00

Enhance Your Ad (Sask. Only)
Reaching Over 330,000 People Weekly 
Size: 2 col. x 2” .................$599.00
Size: 2 col. x 4” .................$799.00
Deadline for Booking/Material 

Friday at 4 p.m.
Contact the Shellbrook Chronicle

306-747-2442
or Email:

chads@sbchron.com
All prices plus applicable taxes. 

NOTICE
This newspaper accepts advertisements in 
good faith. We advise that it is in your interest 
to investigate offers personally. Publications 
by this paper should not be taken as an 
endorsement of  the product or services offered.

CLASSIFI
Not Everything 
Fits In The Box!

Ph: 306-747-2442 
Fax: 306-747-3000

chads@sbchron.com

S
D

E

www.shellbrookchronicle.com
www.spiritwoodherald.com

In
Memory
may be put in 
the Chronicle 
& Herald for 
$25.00* 
(30 words) 

20¢ per 
additional word

Photo - $10.00

Shellbrook 
Chronicle

Spiritwood 
Herald

Phone: 
306-747-2442

Fax: 
306-747-3000

email: 
chads@

sbchron.com Buying? 
Selling?

Try the Classifieds!

306-747-2442

Advertising 
Deadline is
Friday 

4:00 p.m.
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Regular services, Sunday school and special services will be listed.

LUTHERAN CHURCH
Zion - Canwood
Sunday School,

Worship Sunday, 9 a.m. 
(in-person only)

St. John’s - Shellbrook
Sunday School, 

Worship Sunday, 11 a.m.
(in-person and online 

via Facebook live)
Rev. Emmanuel Aristide

------------------------
PENTECOSTAL 

CHURCH
Parkside

10:30 a.m. Worship
Pastor Lorne Valuck

306-747-3572
Shellbrook 
Adult Study

9:30 a.m.
Sun., 10:30 a.m. - worship

Rev. Jordan Clark
306-850-0429

Canwood
10 a.m. - Sunday School

11 a.m. - Worship
Pastor Lyndon Petten

587-973-2223
Leask Gospel Tabernacle

Sunday 11 a.m.
Pastor Josh

1-780-690-2100
------------------------

UNITED CHURCH
Big River
Sundays 

11 a.m.. - Worship
 at Anglican Church
Rev. Dave Whalley

306-747-2804
------------------------

ANGLICAN CHURCH
Leask - All Saint’s

Sunday Service - 9 am MP
St. Andrew’s - Shellbrook

Sunday Service - 11 am MP
H.C. Service Nov. 30 with 
Archdeacon Brody Albers

9 a.m. in Leask, 
11 a.m. in Shellbrook
Minister’s Warden: 

306-922-5159
------------------------

EVANGELICAL FREE
Big River

10:00 a.m. - Worship
Bible Classes resume 

in the fall
306-469-2258
Youth Nite: 

Fridays at 7 p.m.
Mont Nebo

Sun. Worship - 11:00 a.m.
(10:30 a.m. June – August)

306-468-2525
------------------------

Immanuel Lutheran
Parkside

11 a.m. - Worship
(in-person and online 

via Facebook Live)
10 a.m. - Sunday School 

------------------------

PRESBYTERIAN
Mistawasis

Sunday worship
11:00 a.m.

Rev. Stewart Folster
------------------------

CATHOLIC CHURCH
Debden

Sun. Mass - 9:30 a.m. 
Fr. Mariusz Zajac

Big River - Sacred Heart
Sun., 11:30 a.m. - Mass

Whitefish
Sun., 2:30 p.m. - Mass.

Victoire
Sat., 7:30 p.m. - Mass.

Fr. Mariusz Zajac 
St. Agatha’s - Shellbrook

Mass - Sunday 9 a.m.
St. Henry’s - Leask

Mass - Sunday 11 a.m.
Mistawasis

1st & 3rd Sundays 1:30 p.m.
Fr. Tuan Doan

------------------------
SEVENTH DAY  

ADVENTIST
407-2nd Ave E, Shellbrook
Sat., 9:45 a.m. - Sabbath 

School
Sat., 11:00 am  -Worship

Pastor Myshan Irving
306-747-3398

Praise & Worship

Regular services, Sunday school and special services will be listed.

PARTNERS IN FAITH
Lutheran/United/

Christchurch Anglican, 
137-2nd St. W. 

Spiritwood
  Worship 9:00 a.m. 
Rev. Sarah Urano
-----------------------

UNITED /ANGLICAN
Worship Services

Glaslyn
Time is on the sign

Rev. Kun Kim
Rev. Don Skinner
-----------------------

CATHOLIC
SATURDAY

Medstead – 6:00 p.m. 
SUNDAY

Leoville – 9:30 a.m.
Spiritwood – 11:15 a.m.
Shell Lake – 2:00 p.m.

Everyone Welcome
Fr. Phinh Do 

-----------------------

COWBOY CHURCH
Spiritwood

Every 1st & 3rd Wed. 7 pm
Spiritwood Legion Hall

Pastor Rick Martin
-----------------------

FIELDS OF HOPE
(HOFFNUNGSFELDER)
MENNONITE CHURCH

Glenbush
11:00 am Worship
-----------------------

Bethel
Medstead

 2nd Sunday, 10 am - 
Worship

Pastor David Jensen
4th Sunday, 10 am - Worship

Pastor David Jensen
-----------------------

MENNONITE BRETHREN
Glenbush

10:00 am - Sunday School
Worship 10:50 am 
-----------------------

Gideons International 
of Canada

Battlefords Camp
Phone Art Martynes 

(306) 389-4633
-----------------------

PARTNERS IN WORSHIP
Shell Lake

Worship Services
Sunday 11:00 a.m. 

Pastor Sarah Urano
306-841-7333

-----------------------
LAKELAND 

COMMUNITY CHURCH
(Corner of 1st Ave. and 

4th St., Spiritwood)
Sun., 11 am - Worship 

Service & Sunday School
Pastor Michael Kluthe

306-883-2380

Praise & Worship

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

In the estate of GEORGE 
RUSSELL JOHNSTON, 
late of Mistawasis, SK, 
deceased. All claims 
against the above estate, 
duly verified by statutory 
declaration and with 
particulars and valuation 
of security held, if any, 
must be sent before April 
15th, 2026 to:
Dayna Johnston
387 Scenic Glen Place NW
Calgary, AB, T3L 1J5
� 2-03

notice to 
creditors

tax 
enforcement
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By BEVRA FEE
Spiritwood Herald 

Reporter

Saturday, Jan. 17, saw 
the parking lot of Spir-
itwood’s arena packed 
with vehicles from the 
first game at 11 a.m. un-
til the last skates were 

unlaced after the 8 p.m. 
game, as the communi-
ty gathered to celebrate 
Hockey Day in Spirit-
wood.

The official kickoff 
of events actually be-
gan on Friday evening, 
with the U18 Timber-
wolves facing off against 

their rivals from Eston. 
While the T-wolves lost 
the contest, the audi-
ence were mostly back 
again for the U13 Tim-
berwolves taking on the 
Leoville Huskies the 
next morning.  

The rink was alive with 
the smell of rink burgers 

as the grill was on and 
busy all day, feeding 
the crowds that cycled 
through for the games 
at 2 p.m., where the U15 
Northern Wolves girls 
took on the Warman 
Jaguars, and at 5 p.m., 
where the U18AA North 
West Sharks ladies went 
up against the Prince Al-
bert Foxes. 

The last game of the 
Hockey Day slate was 
the U18A Northern 
Wolves girls battling the 
Warman Bengals.

Between games and 
during games, the bar 
upstairs was open for 
fans to relax in the 
lounge while enjoy-
ing the various hockey 
matches. A successful 
progressive 50/50 that 
was guaranteed to be 
minimum $500 was ul-

timately won by Jamie 
Paschke, who received 
half of a handsome total 
of $2,580.  

The popular booze raf-
fle was drawn for and 
awarded to Sara Tipton, 
while the electric scooter 
package and the TV prize 
package went unclaimed 

as of printing deadline. 
The popular puck toss 
took place at the 8 p.m. 
game on Saturday eve-
ning, and player ‘heads 
& tails’ contests added to 
the fun of the day.

With six years of hock-
ey day celebrations be-
hind them, Spiritwood 
Minor Hockey deems 
the 2026 event to be an-
other success. 

“This is our major an-
nual fundraiser, but it is 
also a great way to bring 
people together for a day 
of fun in the community 
while promoting minor 
hockey. It is important 
to put on a special day 
for our players to rec-
ognize their hard work 
throughout the season,” 
said Sheila Turgeon of 
the Spiritwood Minor 
Hockey board.

Spiritwood celebrates Hockey Day

Spiritwood Minor Hockey board member Elliot 
Kajner tends to the raffle table.

Community Calendar
~

SPIRITWOOD: Wapiti Regional Library - Tuesday 10am - 5pm; Wednesday 
10am - 5pm; Thursday  1pm to 5pm; Friday 10am - 5pm
LEOVILLE: Wapiti Regional Library - Wednesday 10am - 4pm; Thursday 
10am - 4pm 
SHELL LAKE: Wapiti Regional Library - Tuesday 11am - 4pm; Wednesday 
12 pm -5 pm

~
BLAINE LAKE: Wapiti Library - Wednesday 1pm - 6pm; Thursday 1pm - 
6pm; Friday 1pm - 6pm; Saturday 10am - 3pm. Contact us for more info 306-
497-3130, www.wapitilibrary.ca.
BIG RIVER: Wapiti Library - Tuesday 11:30am - 4:30pm; Wednesday 
11:30am - 4:30pm; Thursday 11:30am - 4:30pm. Phone # 306-469-2152
CANWOOD: Canwood Branch of Wapiti Regional Library Hours: Tuesday 
9:30am - 4pm; Wednesday 10:30am - 5pm; Phone: 306-468-2501
Debden: Wapiti Library hours:  Tuesday 10am - 4pm; Wednesday 12pm - 
6pm.  Librarian: Aline Hannon
LEASK: Wapiti Library & Legacy Gallery Hours - Tuesday 9am - 2pm; 
Wednesday 2pm - 8pm; Friday 9am - 12pm
Marcelin: Wapiti Library - Saturday 10am - 2pm; Thursday 2pm - 8pm. 
For information on all your library needs, please contact 306-226-2110.
Shellbrook: Shellbrook Branch of the Wapiti Library located at 105 
Railway Ave., West (Provincial building). Library Hours: Monday 2pm - 6pm; 
Tuesday 2pm - 8pm; Wednesday 2pm - 8pm; Thursday 12pm - 6pm; Friday 10 
am - 5pm (Story Time 10:30am - 11:30am); Saturday 10am - 4pm. 

~
BIG RIVER: Alcoholics Anonymous Meeting – Every Wednesday, 7:30 pm @ 
Train Station in Big River (Railway Avenue)

~
SPIRITWOOD: Witchekan Wildlife Federation Annual Awards & Banquet 
Night – Saturday, January 31, 2026, Spiritwood Civic Centre. Cocktails - 5pm; 
Supper - 6pm; Adults $30; 12 & Under $15; Preschool Free. Tickets available 
until January 28 – please call: Lyla 306-841-8284; Pearl & Eric 306-883-2835; 
Darcy 306-883-8641. Photo Contest – Categories include: Scenery, Hunting, 
Fishing & Wildlife. Pictures must be printed on 8x10 Kodak paper & can be 
submitted the day of banquet. Bring any unused 2025 hunting tags to be en-
tered into a draw!
SHELLBROOK: The Give Big Win Big Banquet – Formal Black Tie Fundrais-
er Event, Shellbrook Community Hall – January 31, 2026, Doors Open 5:30pm. 
Find us on Instagram or Facebook for more details and ticket purchase.

Triple your advertising
We’ll advertise your important community event in our Community Calendar 

FREE for two weeks prior to the event with purchase of a 
2 column x 2” Display ad for only:

$60.00 plus G.S.T. - A savings of over 30%
Available to Non-Profit & Community Organizations Only

Call Now For Further Details
“Don’t miss out on letting your Community and others know of your event!”

Shellbrook Chronicle & Spiritwood Herald
Box 10, Shellbrook, SK  S0J 2E0

Ph: 306-747-2442 • Fax: 306-747-3000 • Email: chads@sbchron. com

Trainer Ryan Sommerfeld makes adjustments to U15 Northern Wolves 
player’s equipment during warm up.

Rink burgers were in high demand all day Sat-
urday at Hockey Day in Spiritwood.

26014JJ0
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