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Farmer Tan’s mustard highlights farm diversity

Tanner Gaboury stands in his mustard field west of Spiritwood.

By BEVRA FEE
Spiritwood Herald Reporter

While browsing the annual fall craft
sale in Spiritwood during the 2025
pre-Christmas season, local shoppers
were introduced to a new product that
proved to be a hot ticket. Farmer Tan’s
mustard, offered by Tanner Gaboury,
sold out in its first market foray.

Farming 3,000-plus acres west
of Spiritwood, Gaboury is the third
generation of his family to make a
living off the land that began with
his grandfather in 1957. Growing the
common Saskatchewan cereal and
seed oil crops that comprise the prov-
ince’s farm commodities, Gaboury
was not satisfied just selling onto the
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large global markets.

“A few years ago, I started seeing
some products on the shelves — like
organic, glyphosate-free rolled oats
— and I started thinking that it is a
lot like what I grow on my farm. With
trying to do things differently and
watching what I am spraying, that
was something that I wanted to look
into,” Gaboury said.

Adding that he’s also passionate
about food, Gaboury notes that mov-
ing into food processing with some-
thing like oats added complications in
terms of infrastructure that he didn’t
want to undertake. While he briefly
thought of other products like flour,
peas, and legumes, he soon began to
wonder if mustard might be a good

Spring

option to dip his toes into food pro-
cessing.

With it already being late in the sea-
son, Gaboury couldn’t find any mus-
tard seed through his local contacts.
But eventually, he had luck with a
producer located south of Battleford.

Gaboury came home with some
Rubbermaid tubs of mustard seed
and planted it two years ago. That
year, he made his first batch of mus-
tard and thought it was pretty good.

“I realized that this is a unique
product — unique because I grew it
— and I felt that maybe this would be
something that people would want to
buy,” he said. “Once I started giving
it to people to test it out, asking for
feedback, I continued tweaking reci-
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pes and adding various pairings such
as cranberry.”

Gaboury grew mustard again the
following year. He processed some
that December and started selling it
— much to the appreciation of patrons
at the Spiritwood Lions Craft Sale,
who bought all 40 jars he brought
with him and were clamouring for
more.

After some weather-related hiccups
that all farmers can relate to, Gaboury
is now looking at expanding the mar-
ket for his mustard.

“I want to partner with like-mind-
ed business people who see the value
in creating local products and selling
farm-to-fork,” he said.

Continued on page 2
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Continued from 1

Food security is a priority among many of the
current generation’s farmers, and a feeling of pride
comes from being able to provide healthy food for
their families. Gaboury is no different, and enthusi-
astically describes being able to prepare a complete
meal from products grown by him and his cousins
who farm nearby. When asked about how far he
plans to diversify, Gaboury mulls the concept of a
mixed farm.

“Growing our own food is very personal — it is
kind of romantic, like having wood heat...you love
the feeling but it is a lot more work than having nat-
ural gas,” he said.

“But it is a source of pride that we grow high qual-
ity wheat as not only a commodity but also to mill
my own flour, get some eggs from my neighbours
to make pasta or focaccia, buy some beef from my
cousin.”

Gaboury also recently invested in his own canola
press to make cold-pressed canola oil.

“Between my farm and my cousin’s farm, we can
not only feed the world but we can feed our own
families completely with our own products,” he said.

“Having access to food is something we all take for
granted, but when one thing goes wrong in the food
chain then you can quickly lose access.”

Discussing his business plan for farming opera-
tions, Gaboury notes that the few acres he dedicates
to growing mustard aren’t going to alter the course
of his mainstay crops overly much. However, when
planting a couple of acres to mustard and “messing
around” with exploring new products, such as dry
mustard and prepared mustard, the long-term re-
sult of exploring the opportunity fully could miti-
gate the need to look into expanding the farm.

“Maybe I can diversify what acres I already have
and make those acres convert a higher-margin, val-
ue added product,” he said. “The costs that come
with having more acres — more equipment, more
time traveling to fields farther from the core farm-
ing operations because land adjacent does not just
come available all the time — that’s not necessarily
good practice.”

“When we can be on the farm, raising our kids and
including them in the process, we are continuing to
farm the way our family has done through the gen-
erations before ours,” he added.

Tanner Gaboury (and kids) with jars of his lo-
cally grown mustard.

SRSD publishes faclity condition report

is 112. Over half of the

By MICHAEL there are concerns.
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LJI Reporter, in great shape, but it’s

PA Daily Herald because of the preven-

A new report looking
at the state of Saskatch-
ewan Rivers School Di-
vision facilities shows
the schools are in good
shape, but aging infra-
structure could cause
problems in the future.

The  Saskatchewan
Rivers School Division
board received their
annual Accountability
Report on Facilities at
their regular meeting
on Monday. The Facili-
ties or Plant Operations
budget of $7.3 million
includes Preventative
Maintenance and Re-
newal (PMR) funding
and capital expendi-
tures.

Superintendent of
Facilities Derek Blais
prepared the report for
Monday’s meeting. Af-
terwards, Director of
Education Neil Finch
said the buildings are
in great condition, but

tative pieces that we
do for our facilities,”
Finch explained. “The
concern is that we have
aging facilities, and as
time goes on, our pre-
ventative maintenance
won’t be able to keep
up.

“I would say weTre
proud of the state of our
facilities, but we’re con-
cerned about funding
as time goes on for pre-
ventative maintenance
and even major capital
projects,” he added.

According to the re-
port, the current de-

ferred maintenance
backlog and facility
renewal requirement

for buildings in Sas-
katchewan Rivers is
roughly $115 million to
$120 million. The re-
placement value for the
division’s assets is esti-
mated at around $780
million to $785 million.

Based on these val-
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ues, the overall Facility
Condition Index (FCI)
is ‘poor’ or approx-
imately 20 per cent
according to industry
standards. The FCI is
defined as the ratio of
the cost to address the
deferred maintenance
backlog to the current
replacement value of
the assets.

The report states that
without adequate fund-
ing, the conditions of
the buildings will con-
tinue to decline into
the ‘Critical’ stage over
time.

Finch said that cur-
rent funding levels slow
the rate of deteriora-
tion, but will not elim-
inate it.

The report states
that the current annu-
al estimated funding
of approximately $5.45
million extends the life
of buildings in the divi-
sion but does not stabi-
lize overall asset condi-
tion.

The newest Sask. Riv-
ers building is 22 years
old, while the oldest

buildings were con-
structed prior to 1970
while the remaining
buildings were built be-
tween 1970 and 2012.
The division will also
be constructing a new
joint school in Shell-
brook with plans to be
announced in the fu-
ture.

Schools built in the
1960s are called “Baby
Boomer Schools” and
were constructed hasti-
ly all over the province.
Those schools are now
in their second life cy-
cle, and the chance of
getting a third out of
them is “very slim.” The
report states that as
these facilities continue
to age the demand for
maintenance and capi-
tal renewal will contin-
ue to increase,

The division has re-
placed items like win-
dows, rooves, and
mechanical systems,
but Hurd said sewer
systems could become
a problem at these
schools because the
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piping is in the concrete
slabs.

Finch credited the
staff in the department
for keeping the schools
in good shape. He said
they are great at staying
on top of developing is-
sues but that cycle can-
not carry on forever.

“We're very proactive,
but at some point, it’s
going to be concerning
with our aging facili-
ties,” Finch said.

The Ministry of Ed-
ucation provides fund-
ing through the PMR
program each year. The
board approves a new
PMR three-year plan
each year in June.

The facilities budget
is broken down into 45
per cent building op-
erating expenses, 18
per cent amortization,
35 per cent salaries
and two per cent oth-
er. Facilities currently
employees 65 full time
equivalent caretaking
staff, 14 maintenance
staff and three supervi-
sors and support staff.
Caretakers are as-

PICK OF
THE WEEK

(0451UA)

2021 F150

signed based on size of
facilities. For example,
Carlton has three full
time staff assigned due
to the size of the build-
ing.

According to the re-
port they are averaging
about 390 service re-
quests a month. These
are reviewed quarterly
to make sure targets
are met. Service re-
quests are submitted
electronically through
Asset Planner software
by administration and
caretakers.

PMR projects are
based on square foot-
age of facilities. The

division received
$3,452,330 in 2024-
2025.
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Lobster Fest catches funds for SARCS

By BEVRA FEE
Spiritwood Herald
Reporter

Spiritwood Area Rec-
reation, Culture & Sports
(SARCS) is a non-profit
governed by a volunteer
board of directors who
are tasked with oversee-
ing the recreation facili-
ties in Spiritwood. Work-
ing with user groups
such as minor ball, fig-
ure skating, curling and
minor hockey, the board
oversees the employees
that work hands-on with
clients and users.

Having staged many
successful events annu-
ally or biennially — Pie
in the Eye, Community
Auction, Bull Riding, to
name a few — SARCS
decided to introduce a
fresh fundraiser for the
spring of 2026.

Enter Ronnie and the
lobsters. No, this is not
a 1950’s musical quartet,
but rather it is Ronnie
Sawatsky and lobsters
flown in live from Hal-
ifax. With a larger than
normal catering crew
and an even larger vol-
unteer serving crew, the
sold-out “Lobster Fest”
was a combination of fine
dining, fun, auctions,
raffles and camaraderie.

Stuck in between all
the winter sports and the
upcoming fun of getting
the crop in the ground,
a large crowd of 150
turned out to celebrate
the late spring blizzard
and the fact that, despite

the late spring blizzard,
lobsters were able to find
their way from the east
coast to Saskatoon Inter-
national Airport without
devastating delays.

It was further celebrat-
ed that SARCS’ back-
bone, Sue Kahl, was able
to navigate the storm
and fetch the lobsters
and deliver them the fi-
nal leg of their journey to
Spiritwood.

“Who would have
thought we would have
so much stress at the end
of April, checking with
flights and weather de-
lays while trying to get
our lobsters in,” mused a
very relieved Ronnie.

On the menu for the
evening’s feast/fest was
a six-course offering,
which consisted of start-
ers (nacho platter, spring
rolls, whiskey shrimp,
bacon-wrapped sausage,
fresh east-coast mus-
sels, salt & pepper wings,
bacon-wrapped  water
chestnuts, crab ran-
goon), the main course
of lobster and/or rack of
ribs along with roasted
baby potatoes and car-
rots, and the decadent
dessert of strawberry
crepes.

The steady stream of
food was conveyed in
orderly fashion by two
teams of wait staff, who
serviced each side of the
venue with plate service.
Between each course,
a few items in the live
auction would be sold by
Auctioneer Boyd Stuart.

’“!M? s

A sold-out crowd of 150 people enjoyed the east-coast lobster and rib feast.

At the same time, the
silent auction tables re-
ceived steady attention
by hopeful bidders care-
fully watching their cho-
sen treasures.

The bar was a busy
meeting place to discuss
the amount of food, the
ongoing blizzard, and the
potential ensuing flood
watch, before heading
back to the table for an-
other round of savoury
delights. When the main
event finally settled in,
out came the plastic bibs
and the selfies in lobster
garb.

Buckets

on tables

filled with crustacean
shells and the wait staff
hopped to keeping dishes
cleared away and allow-
ing as much elbow room
as possible while guests
cracked into their whole
lobsters and worked
their way through racks
of ribs.

Nearing the point of
crying “Uncle” and pack-
ing their leftovers into
take-away  containers,
the guests were swayed
back into action by des-
sert. Absolutely no one
was overheard to say, “I
could use one extra...”
and the verdict con-
firmed that the evening
meal was a success.

As the main fundraiser
to prop up the semi-an-
nual mortgage payment
on the arena and rec fa-
cility, the Lobster Fest
went a long way to ac-
complishing its goal. Sue
Kahl reported that the
final tally would fall in
the range of a $30,000
profit.

With donations from
local businesses, many
hours of planning by
the SARCS commit-
tee, and donated cater-
ing services by Ronnie
Sawatsky, the first Lob-
ster Fest is likely not the
last.

Bidders check their standing on the silent auc-

tion items.
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Growing season ripe
with uncertainty

Though last week’s win-
try blast makes spring
seem like little more than
a far-off dream, farming
operations will (hopefully)
be getting into full swing
across Saskatchewan in the
weeks to come.

While every sector has its

velopment and quality.

While we know all too
well what current condi-
tions across Saskatche-
wan are like, we can only
guess what the remainder
of spring, summer, and fall
will bring.

If past growing seasons

own unique uncertainties, JORDAN are anything to go by, we

agriculture is built almost can expect this one to be

entirely upon uncertainty Twiss mostly hot and dry. Much

and is far more vulnerable ~ like a late snowfall, this can

to the vagaries of chance. News Editor = have a profound impact on
Sure, producers can crops and livestock.

make extensive plans And the crystal ball only

about how many acres of which crop
to seed in the spring and which in-
puts to use to maximize yields.

But even in a growing season in
which conditions are perfect, it only
takes one little unexpected blip to de-
rail a producer’s plans.

Too much rain, or not enough.

Too much heat, or not enough.

An invasive pest.

A noxious weed.

A crop disease.

These are things that can easily go
wrong, and these elements of chance
only cover what can happen to a pro-
ducer’s fields or herds. What happens
on the farm, after all, is only the first
step of agriculture.

Beyond the farm gate, producers
have to worry about finding buyers
for their crops, transportation, and
trade conditions; a bumper crop of
the highest quality canola means
nothing, if there’s no market to sell
it to.

In ideal conditions, charting a suc-
cessful path from seeding through to
harvest is a lot like threading a nee-
dle.

Conditions this spring are far from
ideal, and uncertainty abounds.

Take last week’s late winter storm,
for instance.

On the one hand, the extra mois-
ture from the added snowmelt could
prove beneficial, given how hot and
dry Saskatchewan’s summers have
been in recent years.

On the other hand, it delays seed-
ing operations until early May, which
could have consequences for crop de-

gets murkier from here.

Though Prime Minister Mark Car-
ney has spent the past year travelling
the globe to forge trade pacts with
new partners and strengthen exist-
ing trade agreements, the United
States remains Canada’s top trade
partner.

In 2024 alone, Canada exported
approximately $62 billion (CAD) in
agri-food products to the U.S.

Faced with U.S. President Donald
Trump’s erratic tariff policies and
mixed signals on the future of the
Canada-United States-Mexico trade
agreement (CUSMA), Mr. Carney has
called Canada’s dependence on the
U.S. a vulnerability that needs to be
addressed.

This was the impetus for Mr. Car-
ney’s trip to China with Premier Scott
Moe at the beginning of the year.

The trip resulted in the easing or
elimination of China’s tariffs on Ca-
nadian canola seed, canola meal, and
peas. However, these gains could be
partially offset if India increases its
existing 10 per cent tariffs on lentils,
peas, and beans.

Reflecting Mr. Carney’s philosophy
of strength through trade diversifica-
tion, exports to the U.S. fell by 16 per
cent in 2025 year-over-year, while
exports to other countries actually
rose by 17 per cent.

But the U.S. still accounted for 72
per cent of Canadian exports last
year (down from 76 per cent in 2024),
suggesting that the process of wean-
ing Canada off its over-reliance on its
closest ally will be a long-term one.
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And the uncertainty caused by the
U.S. and Mr. Trump goes well beyond
trade policy.

The war with Iran allowed Iran to
seize control of the Strait of Hormuz,
a vital trade route through which 20
per cent of the world’s oil passes. In
addition to sending the price of oil
skyrocketing, the conflict has also
increased fertilizer prices, adding
further strain to producers’ bottom
lines.

Some analysts suggest it could be
months before shipping through the
strait returns to normal levels, and
oil and fertilizer prices will probably
follow a similar pattern.

The best way to circumvent glob-
al uncertainty in the ag sector is to
strengthen the sector domestically.
Perplexingly, Mr. Carney has opted
to do the opposite.

At the end of January, to save mon-
ey and trim burgeoning government
ranks, Mr. Carney’s government an-
nounced cuts to staffing at Agricul-
ture and Agri-Food Canada (AAFC).

Additionally, AAFC announced
the closure of research facilities in
Guelph, Ont., Québec City, and La-
combe, Alta., as well as satellite re-
search farms in Indian Head, Sask.,
Scott, Sask., Portage la Prairie, Man.,
and Nappan, N.S., and the country’s
only Organic and Regenerative Re-
search Program headquartered at

Swift Current.

Critics of the closures correctly
point out that they will have a pro-
foundly negative impact on Cana-
da’s public plant breeding program,
which has been the bedrock of Can-
ada’s agriculture sector for the past
century.

The impact of these cuts won't be
felt immediately, but it will be signif-
icant.

Research is how Canada’s agricul-
ture sector adapts, innovates, and
remains competitive in the global
market. More public funding for re-
search, not less, is needed to ensure
that Canada retains its competitive
edge.

Though the House of Commons
Standing Committee on Agriculture
and Agri-Food is investigating the
impact that the cuts will have, this
only adds to the maelstrom of uncer-
tainty swirling around the upcoming
growing season.

And amid all this uncertainty, it’s
not just producers who end up pay-
ing the price; as their operating costs
increase due to environmental and
trade issues, so do the prices con-
sumers pay at the grocery store.

The myriad moving parts are all
connected. And now, more than ever,
it’s vital that governments do every-
thing in their power to aid producers
through the chaos.
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Seniors, students connect over games

By JORDAN TWISS
Shellbrook Chronicle
Reporter

Whether it’s danc-
ing to old-time music,
playing games, or just
sitting down for a good
visit, the Shellbrook Se-
niors Association has a
long history of connect-
ing with students from
Shellbrook Elementary
School and W.P. Sandin
High School.

The seniors and stu-
dents continued this
long-standing tradition
on Tuesday, April 21,
after Shellbrook Ele-
mentary School teacher
Cheryl Ledding reached
out to the seniors about
having an intergenera-
tional activity day with
her Grade 4 class.

The seniors were de-
lighted by the oppor-
tunity, and invited the
kids down to the Shell-

brook Senior Citizens’
Centre for an afternoon
of card games like Go

Fish and War.
Shellbrook  Seniors
Association ~ member

Lorraine Thibeault says
she and Linda Greba
even had the opportu-
nity to learn a new card
game called “Garbage”
from her student part-
ners, Sam Caplette and
Brandi Pheil, making
for an afternoon filled

Scott Moe set for 2028 election

with fun and laughter.

Thibeault says inter-
generational days like
these are important for
her and her fellow se-
niors because they pro-
vide entertainment and
a way to keep mentally
active.

“Through the Alzhei-
mer’s Society, we have
learned that this kind
of mental engagement
is linked to maintaining
cognitive function and
may even help delay
decline associated with

conditions like Alzhei-
mer’s disease,” she said.

Noting that it’s im-
possible to feel lonely
in a room of 20-plus
Grade 4 students, Thi-
beault adds that the af-
ternoon has important
social benefits, and also
brings a sense or pur-
pose for the seniors, as
they get to mentor the
students (and also learn
from them) and share
stories with them.

“We love the energy
and curiosity of chil-

dren, as it brings out joy
and laughter,” she said.

Thibeault hopes the
students also feel as if
they gained something
from an afternoon
spent with the seniors.

And most of all, she
hopes theyre just as
excited as the seniors
to visit again and play
a variety of games,
like shuffleboard, boc-
ce ball, ring toss, bean
bag toss, indoor horse-
shoes, crokinole, and
ladder ball.

By JORDAN TWISS
Shellbrook Chronicle Reporter

Though Saskatchewan’s next gener-
al election is still about two years off,
Premier Scott Moe has announced his
intention to continue representing the
province.

On Thursday, April 23, Moe, who
was first elected to represent the Ros-
thern-Shellbrook constituency in 2011
and became premier in 2018 after Pre-
mier Brad Wall’s departure, became

Premier Scott Moe has been nom-
inated in the Rosthern-Shellbrook
constituency for the 2028 election.

the first Saskatchewan Party nominee
for the 2028 election.

“Thank you to my friends and neigh-
bours in my home constituency. I am
honoured to be the Saskatchewan
Party candidate for the fifth consecu-
tive election in Rosthern—Shellbrook
and I am looking forward to leading
the Saskatchewan Party into the next
election,” Moe said in a prepared state-
ment.

Despite rumours to the contrary, Moe
said it was always his intention to run.
He does so after receiving the support
of 80 per cent of Sask. Party members
at the party’s convention in November,
and as the third most popular premier
in Canada (his approval rating sits at
51 per cent, six points higher than just
before the 2024 election).

“Our Saskatchewan Party govern-
ment will continue to provide strong,
steady leadership at a very turbulent
time throughout the world and we look
forward to the chance to earn another
mandate from Saskatchewan voters in
the next election,” Moe said in the re-
lease.

“We will be building a strong team
to win in 2028, starting by nominating
candidates this spring.”

Your Two CeNTS

If anyone builds it, everyone dies

Dear editor,

Do you remember
when Google’s code of
conduct included “Don’t
be evil?” Let’s define
evil as intentionally
causing harm. Social
media platforms did not
set out to cause harm.
Yet their algorithms
optimize for profit
by amplifying nega-
tive emotions, with no
awareness of the harm
they cause to individu-
als and democracy.

That gap between
intent and outcome
reflects how these sys-
tems are built. They
are trained. Training
an AT model is less like
writing code and more
like shaping a develop-
ing brain. Algorithms

guide how connections
change with experi-
ence. Even if we could
map every one of those
connections, we still
couldn’t reliably predict
what the system will do.
Artificial superintelli-
gence (ASI) would be
trained the same way
and it would be beyond
our ability to fully pre-
dict or control.
Concerned Al experts
and others warn that
mitigating extinction
risk from ASI should be
a global priority along-
side pandemics and nu-
clear war. This sounds
like science fiction. But
imagine a Mayan war-
rior watching Spanish
ships approach, un-
able to conceive that

the men aboard had
technology that could
kill at a distance. Even
without a physical
form, ASI could exert
real-world influence by
exploiting the intercon-
nected technologies we
already depend on. We
will be the Mayan war-
riors, outgunned before
we even understand
why.

The authors of If Any-
one Builds It, Everyone
Dies say many leaders
see the danger but stay
silent. When we speak
up, we give them the
mandate to act. Tell
leaders to act now to
build treaties and pre-
vent any ASI.

Nancy Carswell

Shellbrook, SK

Seniors Lorraine Thibeault and Linda Greba enjoyed learning a new
card game from Grade 4 students Brandi Pheil and Sam Caplette.

PUBLIC NOTICE

RM of Shellbrook No. 493 Public Notice
Official Community Plan and Zoning Bylaw Amendments

Public Notice is hereby given that the Council of the Rural Municipality of Shellbrook No. 493 (RM) intends
to consider two bylaws under The Planning and Development Act, 2007, to amend Bylaw No. 2018-09,
known as the Official Community Plan (OCP), and to amend Bylaw No. 08-1981, known as The Zoning
Bylaw (ZB).

INTENT: The proposed OCP amendment would redesignate on the RM's OCP Future Land Use Map,
portions of NW 4 16-49-03-W3M from Country Residential Development Area to Agriculture Development
Area and Industrial Development Area.

The proposed ZB amendment would: replace regulations, and exceptions thereto, with respect to the
number of principal buildings or uses permitted on a site; introduce regulations applicable to horizontal
and vertical integration (multiple complementary principal uses on a single site); add restaurants and
similar uses, gas bars and service stations, to the M — Industrial District as permitted uses; add retail liquor
sales and bulk fuel storage and sales to the M — Industrial District as discretionary uses and add/clarify
regulation and evaluation criteria thereto; introduce a number of definitions of terms relating to the above
or otherwise absent in the ZB; correct a District name on the ZB Map; and rezone portions of land within
NW %4 16-49-03-W3M to the AR - Agricultural Residential and M — Industrial Districts.

AFFECTED LAND: The entirety of the RM would potentially be affected by proposed amendments
to: modify regulations with respect to allowable number of principal buildings and uses on a site;
introduce the concept and regulation of horizontal/vertical integration; and, introduce new definitions.
Redesignation and rezoning of lands would affect portions of NW 4 16-49-03-W3M (the quarter section of
land immediately north of the Town of Shellbrook bisected by Hwy 55). Legal description of the affected
lands as follows: NW % 16-49-03-W3M Exts. 138, 139, 141, and 142; Blk/Parcel F, Plan 85PA09448 Ext. 0;
and, Blk/Parcel J, Plan 102060593 Ext. 0.

REASON: The RM is seeking to better legitimize a number of existing developments in accordance with
its OCP and ZB, and assign desired land use policy designations and zoning to lands within NW % 16-
49-03-W3M to better reflect current and anticipated land uses; the proposed amendments are required
to facilitate these goals. In addition, but related thereto, redesignation and rezoning of said lands is
required to facilitate a subdivision proposal to sever parcel ties between 4 existing parcels (3 parcels being
redesignated and rezoned for agricultural use; 1 parcel being redesignated and rezoned for future business
development). Desired regulation and criteria for evaluation would be added to the M District, and new
definitions are required for clear interpretation of the OCP and ZB as it relates to uses.

PUBLIC INSPECTION: Any person may inspect the bylaw at the RM office during regular office hours,
excluding statutory holidays. Draft copies of the proposed bylaws are available from the RM office;
hard copy at cost, digital copy free upon request or at the web address below. Copies of the proposed
amendments, including maps showing proposed land use designation and zoning changes, will be posted
on the RM's website at the following web address: https.//www.rmofshellbrook.com/notice. The RM office is
located at RM Office at 71 Main Street, Shellbrook, SK, S0J 2E0 (PO Box 250).

PUBLIC HEARING: Council will hold a public hearing on May 6, 2026, at 10:00 am, in the RM Office to
hear any person or group that wants to comment on the proposed bylaws. Please contact the office prior
to the hearing for protocols related to making in-person representation. Council will also consider written
comments received by the undersigned by May 5, 2026. For additional information, please contact (306)
747-2178 or admin.493@sasktel.net.

Issued at the Town of Shellbrook this 9th day of April, 2026.
Duane Storey — Administrator — RM of Shellbrook No. 493
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Studio 747 dancers triumph at competitions

By JORDAN TWISS
Shellbrook Chronicle
Reporter

The whirlwind gaunt-
let of competitions has
come to a close for the
dancers of Studio 747,
and once again, they’ve
come home with a
plethora of awards and
accolades.

“Competition sea-
son has been a huge
success,” said Studio
747 owner and direc-
tor Kelly Woodley. “We
have seen our dancers
perform outstandingly
every time they have
stepped onto the stage,
and we are so proud of
each and every dancer.”

Competition season
kicked off in March
with the Kindersley
Konnection Dance
Festival. There, the
dancers earned highest
group mark awards for

junior tap, junior bal-
let, pre intermediate
tap, Intermediate jazz,
senior lyrical.
Additionally, Brienne
Grenier earned the
highest mark in the 13+
category for her lyrical
solo, and Woodley re-
ceived the overall cho-
reography award for
the senior lyrical rou-
tine Tell You About Her.
Studio  747’s next
stop was at Saskatoon’s
SOARInYXE compe-
tition, where Greni-
er earned top marks
for her acro solo, and
Woodley received the
most innovative chore-
ography award for Tell
You About Her.
Elsewhere, the senior
jazz routine, Objection,
placed fourth in the
Group Elevation Chal-
lenge, Hayley Van Here-
weghe placed third in
the Senior Maximum

Kyra Parsons won a Helping Hand Award in
North Battleford.

property:
ISC Parcel #133173659

Canwood;

Village of Canwood

VILLAGE OF CANWOOD

PROPERTY FOR SALE
BY PUBLIC TENDER

The Village of Canwood offers for sale the following

Lot 6 Block 02 Plan Y3516
Located at 560 - Main Street within the Village of

Atender must be submitted in a sealed envelope marked:
‘Property Tender - Lot 6 Block 02 Plan Y3516’

Studio 747 won the Top Studio Award at North Battleford’s Collective Dance Challenge.

Elite Performer Com-
petition, and Kyra Par-
sons placed second in
the junior Maximum
Elite Performer Com-

petition.
From here, Studio
747 headed off to North

Battleford’s Collective
Dance Challenge and
danced its way to the
Top Studio Award (the
highest group average
of all studios attend-
ing). Other awards in-
cluded a Groove Street

Productions schol-
arship for Emersyn
Nahorniak, a Help-

ing Hand Award for
Parsons, and an out-
standing choreography
award for instructor

Bailey Doucette on the
senior  contemporary
routine, Cellophane.

Studio 747 conclud-
ed competition season
with the Prince Albert
Festival of Dance from
April 15 to 19 and kept
the awards and acco-
lades coming.

Among solos, duos,
and trios, awards in-
cluded: most outstand-
ing hip hop trio (12+)
for Ava Chmil, Meken-
na Swystun, and Aria
Warkentin, most out-
standing lyrical solo (12
to 14) for Kyra Parsons,
most outstanding jazz
solo (9 to 11) for Bria
Horricks, most out-
standing tap solo (9 to

Emersyn Nahorniak won a Groove Street Pro-
ductions scholarship in North Battleford.

RM OF LEASK NO. 464

11) for Aubrielle Booth,
and most outstanding
lyrical duo (under 14)
for Shaelyn McAleese
and Aubryn Olson.

As for groups, the se-
nior dancers brought
home most outstanding
awards for contempo-
rary (Cellophane), bal-
let (Forest Echo), hip
hop (Here We Go), and
lyrical (Tell You About
Her), while the inter-
mediate dancers won
most outstanding in
jazz (I Wanna Dance
with Somebody).

Finally, pre-interme-
diate dancers won most

outstanding  awards
in lyrical (In Case You
Don’t Live Forever)

and ballet (At the Doll
Shop), and the junior
dancers won in ballet
(Jet Set).

For  choreography,
I Wanna Dance with
Somebody and Tell
You About Her both

brought home awards,
and Woodley won
both and Adjudica-
tors Choice (any disci-
pline) and Adjudicators
Choice award.

Studio 747  also
earned a number of
Northern Lights Com-
munity Development
Corporation  awards
for Here We Go, Forest
Echo, and Cellophane
(Adjudicators  Choice
group showing promise
and dedication).

Meanwhile, Emerysn
Nahorniak won Adjudi-
cators Choice for a so-
loist showing promise
and dedication, Hayley
Van Hereweghe won
Adjudicators  Choice
(16+) and a Harbor
Dance Center drop-in
scholarship, and Freya
Johnson won Adjudi-
cators Choice (11 and
under) and the Stan &
Lizabeth  Oleksinski
scholarship.

Carriere wins

April dessert

Box 172
Canwood, SK S0J OKO

Tenders must be postmarked by May 29, 2026.

A certified cheque to the municipality for 5% of the
amount of the tender must accompany the tender.

Highest, or any tender, not necessarily accepted.

Successful bidder will have 30 days to provide the
balance of payment to complete the purchase.

All legal costs, title transfer fees and applicable taxes are
the responsibility of the purchaser and are in addition to
the bid price.

The property is sold on an ‘as-is’ basis.
Dated the 30t day of April, 2026.

Heather Sten,

Administrator, Village of Canwood
info@canwood.ca
306-468-2016

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY

The RM of Leask No. 464 is seeking applications
for a Seasonal Municipal Operator with Class
1A; other skills will be considered, position to
commence upon agreement of the parties.

The successful candidate must hold a valid
driver's license, Class 1A an asset, mechanical
skills, municipal general maintenance skills;
the successful applicant will be provided with
in-house training relevant to powered mobile
equipment. Experience is an asset. The RM of
Leask is a unionized environment; we offer a full
benefit package and pension plan.

The position will be open until a successful
candidate has been hired.

Deadline to apply is May 8/2025 by 12:00 p.m.

Please submit certifications and resume with 3
references to the RM of Leask, Box 190, Leask,
Sask., SOJ IMO or email rmleask.464@sasktel.net.

The Spiritwood Public Library’s Dessert of the
Month winner for April was Joyce Carriere. She
won an Oreo poke cake made by Board member
Jayde Tymchak.

By HEATHER GATZKE, Branch Librarian



The idea of improv-
ing food security is ob-
viously a wise one.

However, food secu-
rity will mean different
things to different peo-
ple.

For those with good
careers and a healthy
bank account, it comes
down to a desire to
have a system in place
which ensures food
bought at the store is
safe once it hits the ta-
ble. This is where con-
cepts such a traceabili-
ty are pushed, and with
some merit.

If your income is
stretched to the point
that you are deciding
which bill gets paid and

AGRICULTURE
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which you can put off
for another couple of
weeks, food security is
much more basic — how
can I afford groceries?

At its modest level, a
viable solution would
seem to be to produce
more of our own food.

In Yorkton, Council
recently took a baby
step in helping with
that by allowing five
people to have up to
five hens each in their
back yards.

Backyard hens are
not a new idea, many
cities allow them as a
family food source and
an educational oppor-
tunity.

Is five licenses in

CALVIN
DANIELS

~

a city Yorkton’s size
enough? Probably not,
and the fees may be
detrimental in terms of
saving on the food bill.
But as noted, this was a
baby step forward.

The real tip of the hat
goes to the five people
who grab those licens-
es, as they are working
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Food basics must be relearned

on their personal food
security, something
most of us have also
totally surrendered to
a store.

Backyard  gardens
were once just a matter
of course for many, but
now they are now about
as scarce as hen’s teeth.

It might not be logical
to complain about the
cost of food after plant-
ing lawn and pouring
concrete over the back-
yard where you could
grow lettuce and cu-
cumbers and potatoes.

Of course, the idea of
food security goes be-
yond growing a garden.

How many homes to-
day have a cold storage

space to winter pota-
toes, or a deep freeze
for veggies?

And how many peo-
ple still know how to
can pickles or raspber-
ries without spending
extensive time on You-
Tube?

Increasingly, one
also has to wonder how
many people know how
to cook something that
isn’t popped in the mi-
crowave.

If someone were giv-
en a whole chicken,
could they create a
meal with it?

That may seem a
ridiculously simple
thing, if you are a farm
boy like me (albeit de-

cades removed from
the farm).

Mom was not a great
cook — spices were salt
and pepper — but she
made pickles, butch-
ered chickens, froze
veggies, made bread,
and canned fruit. And
while I am aware dad
struggled with bills at
times, we never went
hungry.

Somehow, we need
to get back to growing
more food — boulevard
gardens would be a
step — and then ensure
people know how to
store and prepare that
food. Old skills regard-
ing food simply must
be relearned.

Op-ed: Fair food prices for who?

By NFU
Submitted

In 2026, Canadian consumers are paying almost
30 per cent more for their food than in 2020, while
farmers have experienced stagnating prices for
their products over the same time frame.

The National Farmers Union’s (NFU) Fair Food
Prices? report presents price data for 14 farm
products and their retail equivalents for the last
twenty to fifty years. Retail prices for consumers
have increased while the prices farmers have re-
ceived for their products have hardly budged.

“This report highlights a growing disconnect be-
tween rising retail prices and stagnant returns at
the farmgate. For BC tree fruit farmers, that gap is
critical. Our costs continue to climb, but our share
of the retail dollar does not. If that trend contin-
ues, it directly threatens the viability of family
farms and the stability of Canada’s food supply,”
says Adrian Arts, Executive Director of the British
Columbia Fruit Growers Association (BCFGA).

While reporting and opinion pieces trying to ex-
plain food price inflation in Canada have deemed
the causes “complex” and many, the NFU’s report
shows otherwise. Four companies control 80 per
cent of Canada’s grocery sales, four companies ac-
count for 88 per cent of Canada’s grain handling
capacity, and two companies dominate Canada’s
meat processing.

Canada’s agri-food oligarchs — the handful of
corporations that have power to distort prices and
markets — are the primary reason for the wid-
ening gap between the farmers’ earnings and the
grocery sticker price.

Last year alone the grocery oligarchs raked in
over $6 billion in profits, an astounding 200 per-
cent increase over their average net profit of $2 bil-
lion/year between 2015-2019.

Just as this report has found retail grocers used
the COVID-19 pandemic to increase their profits,
the NFU is concerned that, unless we adopt strong
regulations to protect Canadians from corporate
greed, the inflationary costs of the ongoing war
in Iran will lead to further profiteering at the ex-
pense of both farmers and consumers.

“The Royal Commission of 1959 showed that
the large grocery retailers in Canada already had
enough power to take money directly out of farm-
ers’ pockets,” said Phil Mount, Vice President of
Policy of the NFU. “Our report shows that nearly

60 years later, the handful of grocery giants left in
this country are so powerful that they can openly
profiteer during a pandemic, taking money direct-
ly out of the pockets of both farmers and consum-
ers, with no consequences.”

The decline in farmers’ share of retail grocery
prices is also related to the farm income crisis.
Falling real net farm income over the last twen-
ty years has jeopardized not only individual farm
businesses, but rural economies and the diversity
of the Canadian agricultural system. We are losing
more than three farms per day, farmland consol-
idation is making land access untenable for new
and young farmers, and we are seeing a decline
in sustainable mixed-farming businesses and on-
farm biodiversity.

“This report lays bare the lived reality of farm-
ers. Government policies and business advisors
tell us to grow our businesses to be more competi-
tive, while handing control over costs and the mar-
ket to profiteering oligopolies which serve their
shareholders’ dividends instead of a reliable and
equitable food system,” says Jenn Pfenning, Pres-
ident of the NFU.

Both farmers and consumers face the immense
power of the agri-food oligoplies in their everyday
lives. Corporate power is the common enemy of
Canadian farmers and consumers, and it is a time
for all of us to come together to fight for meaning-
ful, structural policy changes that will curb corpo-
rate greed.

“In order to fix a problem of this magnitude, we
need to cooperate at a scale we haven't attempted
in recent history,” says Katie Sardinha, member of
the BCFGA and NFU. “We need our politicians to
unite across party lines and commit to fixing this
problem beyond the four-year election cycle. We
need Canadians to understand the nature of the

SUPPORT YOUR LOCAL FARMERS |

BUY LOCAL * EATLOCAL |

WANDERING SHOVEL

FARM & MARKET GARDEN
306.883.8832
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problem so that they can mobilize along with us to
build a better food system.”

Farmers and consumers must organize to com-
pel the federal government to establish profit caps
on the grocery oligarchs and to set up public gro-
cery stores as non-profit competitors. We must
also work together to protect and expand supply
management and collective marketing institu-
tions, as they help to ensure a fair return for farm-
ers. We need to ally with food sector unions to ex-
pand worker power. Only when we come together
to advance policy goals that put producers, people,
and the planet above profits will we achieve a just
and sustainable food system in Canada.

SPRING SALES 2026

SAT., MAY 2"° - 10:00 am
Spring Consignment Sale - Medstead, SK

Seacans, vehicles, shop tools and equipment, household.
Items being accepted for listing!

SAT., MAY 9™ - 10:00 am - Floyd and Noella Crowder:
Farm & Acreage Auction - Blaine Lake, SK

Kubota M5500 with FEL, 930 Case, trucks, shop tools and
equipment, household.

SAT., MAY 23f° - 10:00 am - Richard and
Bonnie Williams: Farm Auction — Rabbit Lake, SK

\Volvo 43008 loader with grapple, Caes IH 8920 with 890 loader and grap-
ple Spray Coupe, balers, haybine, trailers, rock pickers and more!

SAT., JUNE 6™ - 10:00 am - Barry Fusick:
Farm/Acreage Sale - Shellbrook, SK

Tractors, skid steer, tri-axle gooseneck flat-deck, classic cars,
Snap-On and Mac tools!

SAT., JUNE 13™ - 10:00 am - Glen and
Shannon Caffet: Farm Sale - Spiritwood, SK

2470 Case 4x4, 2388 Case Axil Flow Combine, grain bins, balers,
farm equipment, grain truck, market garden items!

SAT., JUNE 27™ - 10:00 am - Roy and Lori Mayo:
Shop & Acreage Sale - Spiritwood, SK
Listing to follow.

Check Facebook or go to boechlerschiraauctions.com or
theauctionactionteam.com for more detailed listings.

Contact Kelly Schneider @ 306-386-7110 for more
information or to consign to our Spring Sale!

BOECHLER-SCHIRA AUCTIONEERING

Prov. Lic. #335992 Box 174, Medstead, SK

www.boechlerschiraauction.com
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By JORDAN TWISS
Shellbrook Chronicle Reporter

The Shellbrook Theatre was the
home of lively music and a livelier
audience on Saturday, April 25, as
Kerri English and her music stu-
dents took to the stage for their an-
nual spring recital.

With proud parents and loved
ones cheering them on from the the-
atre house, English’s 28 students of
vastly varying ages bowed, plucked,
picked, strummed, and sang their
way through 32 numbers, playing
everything from classic country,
gospel, and folk songs to classic rock
jams and pop chart toppers.

Raef Debruijn plays “Sous le Ciel
de Paris.”

Throughout the nearly three-hour
show, the musicians were accom-
panied by back-up musicians Den-
nis Adams (guitar), Boyd Falconer
(bass), and Dean Kushneryk (drums).
Running the light and sound booth
for the show, and also adding some
ambient lighting to the theatre, was
Diskotek Entertainment owner John
Earby, who ensured not a single note
was missed.

English expressed gratitude to
these professionals for their contin-
ued commitment to the students year
after year, noting that their kindness
and guidance helps the budding mu-
sicians gain invaluable confidence
and experience.

“Your support means so much to
my students,” English wrote in the
show’s program. “Each performance
represents hours of practice, perse-
verance, and a genuine love of music.
I am incredibly proud of my students
for their growth, dedication, and
courage in sharing their talents.”

In keeping with a longstanding re-
cital tradition, Saturday afternoon’s
show began with a large group per-
formance of Great Big Sea’s “When
I'm Up I Can’t Get Down,” with
vocals by the Debruijn brothers —
Burke, Raef, and Winston.

Sixteen solo performances fol-
lowed the show opener, with Mad-
ison Graham, Lupin Holowachuk,
Kally Bick, Rebecca Robin, Rylee

CoMmmunIiTY CALENDAR

SPIRITWOOD: Wapiti Regional Library - Tuesday 10am - 5pm; Wednesday
10am - 5pm; Thursday 1pm to 5pm; Friday 10am - 5pm
LEOVILLE: Wapiti Regional Library - Wednesday 10am - 4pm; Thursday

10am - 4pm

SHELL LAKE: Wapiti Regional Library - Tuesday 11am - 4pm; Wednesday
12 pm -5 pm

BLAINE LAKE: Wapiti Library - Wednesday 1pm - 6pm; Thursday 1pm -
6pm; Friday 1pm - 6pm; Saturday 10am - 3pm. Contact us for more info 306-
497-3130, www.wapitilibrary.ca.

BIG RIVER: Wapiti Library - Tuesday 11:30am - 5:30pm; Wednesday 11:30am
- 4:30pm; Thursday 11:30am - 4:30pm. Phone # 306-469-2152

CANWOOD: Canwood Branch of Wapiti Regional Library Hours: Tuesday
9:30am - 4pm; Wednesday 10:30am - 5pm; Phone: 306-468-2501

DEBDEN: Wapiti Library hours: Tuesday 10am - 4pm; Wednesday 12pm -
6pm. Librarian: Aline Hannon

LEASK: Wapiti Library & Legacy Gallery Hours - Tuesday gam - 2pm;
Wednesday 2pm - 8pm; Friday 9am - 12pm

MARCELIN: Wapiti Library - Saturday 10am - 2pm; Thursday 2pm - 8pm.
For information on all your library needs, please contact 306-226-2110.
SHELLBROOK: Shellbrook Branch of the Wapiti Library located at 105
Railway Ave., West (Provincial building). Library Hours: Monday 2pm - 6pm;
Tuesday 2pm - 8pm; Wednesday 2pm - 8pm; Thursday 12pm - 6pm; Friday 10
am - 5pm (Story Time 10:30am - 11:30am); Saturday 10am - 4pm.

BIG RIVER: Alcoholics Anonymous Meeting — Every Wednesday, 7:30 pm @
Train Station in Big River (Railway Avenue)

CANWOOD & LEASK: Walter Willoughby Horticultural Society Bedding
Plant Sales — Canwood Seniors Hall (640-2nd Ave E), Wednesday, May 20,
Noon to 4pm. Leask Seniors Hall (231A-1st Street), Friday, May 22nd, Noon to
4pm. Pie & coffee/tea will be served at both sales for $5.

TRIPLE YOUR ADVERTISING
We'll advertise your important community event in our Community Calendar
FREE for two weeks prior to the event with purchase of a
2 column x 2” Display ad for only:

$60-° plus G.S.T. - A savings of over 30%

Available to Non-Profit & Community Organizations Only

Call Now For Further Details
“Don’t miss out on letting your Community and others know of your event!”

Shellbrook Chronicle & Spiritivood Berald

Box 10, Shellbrook, SK S0J 2E0Q
Ph: 306-747-2442 « Fax: 306-747-3000 « Email: chads@sbchron. com
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Kerri English’s students showcase talents

Wren Wiersma plays “Amazing Grace.”

McLellan, Ginny Gradin, Aubree
Aiken, Aurelia Wiersma, Winston
Debruijn, Domisaya Holowachuk,
Raef Debruijn, Jocelyn Robin, Marj
Bradley, Elisha Johnson, Maria Rob-
in, and Jude Reynolds all taking the
stage.

A second group performance

Amy Robin plays “Lament for the
Death of Reverend Archie Beaton.”

Aubree Aiken plays “Boil the Cab-
bage Easy.”

bookended the solos, as a selection
of students performed Sweet Child
of Mine, with vocals by Amy Robin,
Jocelyn Robin, and Elisha Johnson.

No stranger to bringing in special
guests, English followed the inter-
mission by playing conductor for
her side project, the Prince Albert
Strings Orchestra, through a selec-
tion of three numbers. The group
includes many of English’s current
students, and a few other familiar
local faces.

Another diverse mix of solos came
after this, with performances by
Wren Wiersma, Brynlee Aiken, Day-
ton Graham, Burke Debruijn, Cora
Robin, Amy Robin, Alethea Reyn-
olds, Sayward Holowachuk, Kael
Bick, Raef Debruijn, Sarah Johnson,
and Jachin McLellan.

The show closed with one last
group performance — this one a live-
ly rendition of “Footloose.”

e —

Jachin McLellan performs “Devil’s
Dream.”
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Music festival showcases youth talent

By BEVRA FEE
Spiritwood Herald
Reporter

Under the direction
of their music teachers,
many local music stu-
dents annually prepare
for the Spiritwood and
District Music Festi-
val's adjudicated per-
formance.  Beginning
on Sunday, the Festival
spanned the dates of
April 19 to 21. Piano so-
los and duets, folk songs,
musical theatre, and
choral speaking were all
categories among others
on the program.

Adjudicator ~ Nancy
Loper, who hails from
Caronport and graduat-
ed from Briercrest Col-
lege with a Bachelor of
Arts in Music, is trained
primarily in vocal per-
formance. Loper teaches
private lessons to both
children and college stu-

dents and is in her third
season as an adjudicator
for the Sask. Music Festi-
vals Association.

School groups from
Hartley Clark Elemen-
tary School, Rivier El-
ementary School, and
Medstead Central School
entered their group per-
formances in Choral
Speech and the Mixed
Ensemble categories in
two different age groups.

In addition to the mu-
sical aspect of the fes-
tival, organizers once
again collected visual art
from the local elemen-
tary schools. Decorating
the side walls of the Civ-
ic Centre were not only
artwork but also creative
birdhouses, pottery, and
paintings by local artist
Mavis Bellisle.

The Music Festival was
capped off on Tuesday
evening with the Awards
Concert and Presenta-

Miss Gina Zerr accepts the award on behalf of

her Grade 2/3 class from Rivier.

tions. In total, 21 per-
formances that were se-
lected by the Adjudicator
were presented for an
audience of family and
friends of the musicians.

Raleigh Davies was
awarded the coveted
“Outstanding Perform-
er” plaque and $100. Da-
vies earned the title as
this year’s Outstanding
Performer with his en-
tries in ‘Musical Movie
Duet, ‘Folk Song, and
‘Musical Theatre Solo,
all of which he per-
formed at the Awards
Concert.

Music teachers in-
volved in the annual fes-
tival — Carolyn Voss, Ca-
sey Davies, and Cheryl
Janzen — were support-
ed by the school groups’
leaders, including teach-
ers Gina Zerr, Brigitte
Johnson, Lane Buswell,
Kendra Kroeker, Lau-
reen Booth, and Nissa

1

Sheill.

During her comments
on behalf of the commit-
tee, President Lynnda
Berg acknowledged the
efforts by the teachers
and by the parents who
all support the young
musicians through en-
couragement and devel-
opment.

FESTIVAL

Piano Solo category winners: Mitchell Illioukevitch, Hazel Driedger,
Chloe Corriveau with Lion Dave Hyndman.
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Emili Loiselle performs one of her piano solo
selections at the Awards Program.
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Raleigh Davies is presented with the Qutstand-
ing Performer of the Festival by Lion Dave
Hyndman.
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Students Regan Pain and MacKenzy Johnson
accept the award for School Choral Speech in
the Grade 4 & Under category, sponsored by
Spiritwood & District Lions Club.
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2026 F-150 STX

Lease a 2026 F-150 STX with
Black Appearance Package
From $237 Bi-Weekly for 36 Months
With $5,490 Down
That's like $119 Weekly at 0% APR

Langston Davies and Raleigh Davies perform
their vocal duet “Friends to the End.”

2025 BRONCO SPORT
BIG BEND
Lease a 2025 Bronco Sport Big Bend
From $179 Bi-Weekly for 60 Months

With $3,150 Down
That's like $89 Weekly at 2.99% APR
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BADLANDS

Get
$7,000 In Rebates

On 2025 Bronco Badlands Models

2026
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Get
$1 ,000 In Rebates
On Eligible 2026 Escape Models
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By JORDAN TWISS
Shellbrook Chronicle Reporter

Two people are dead, following a
two-vehicle collision on Highway 40
near Blaine Lake on Friday, April 17.

According to police, the Blaine
Lake RCMP Detachment received
a report about the accident around
11:10 p.m. Officers responded im-
mediately, along with local fire and
EMS, and initial investigation deter-
mined that two SUVs had collided.

Police say there were four people in
the first SUV. Two passengers, since
identified as a 28-year-old male and
27-year-old male, both from the La
Loche area, were declared dead at
the scene, and their families were
notified.

A third passenger was taken to
hospital by EMS with injuries de-
scribed as serious in nature, while
the driver was taken to hospital with
injuries described as non-life threat-
ening in nature.

The driver of the second SUV was
taken to hospital by EMS with inju-
ries described as non-life threaten-
ing in nature.

Blaine Lake RCMP continue to
investigate with the assistance of a
Saskatchewan RCMP collision re-
constructionist.

Officer cleared in
Canwood shooting

An RCMP officer who shot a sus-
pect in the arm following a vehicular
pursuit acted within the law and will

Grill = Chill

RCMP news highlights

not face charges, the provincial po-
lice watchdog has ruled.

The Saskatchewan Serious Inci-
dent Response Team (SIRT) released
its report on the incident, which oc-
curred near Canwood on May 28,
2025, last Monday.

According to the report, police at-
tempted to stop a dark-coloured SUV
believed to be associated with recent
firearms incidents on the James
Smith Cree Nation. However, the
driver fled in the vehicle, leaving the
road at multiple points during the
pursuit to drive through fields.

The pursuit ended in a pasture
after the SUV collided with an em-
bankment. But as the driver exit-
ed the vehicle, the officer could see
that he was holding a silver-coloured
handgun, later determined to be
an unloaded Norinco Model 1911
.45-calibre pistol.

After the driver disobeyed orders
to show his hands and stayed behind
the vehicle, the officer fired a shot
through the vehicle’s front windows,
striking him in the arm. The man
fell, discarding the gun and a bag
that was found to contain ammuni-
tion, the SIRT report found.

The 31-year-old man was then tak-
en to hospital and treated for a frac-
tured left arm.

Under Section 25 of the Criminal
Code, police can use as much force
as necessary in the lawful execution
of their duties, when they reasonably
believe such force is needed to de-

306.747.3403

CORNER OF HIGHWAY #3 AND #55
SHELLBROOK, SK — S0J 2EO

DINING: 10AM-8PM « DRIVE-THRU:10AM-10PM

fend themselves from death or griev-
ous bodily harm.

SIRT ruled that the driver’s actions
met the threshold to create such a
reasonable belief, and that the offi-
cer had no way of knowing that the
man’s gun was unloaded.

BRFN shooting

The Big River RCMP Detachment
is asking for the public’s assistance
to locate a man involved in a firearm
incident on the Big River First Na-
tion on the evening of April 20.

According to police, the detach-
ment received a report of the inci-
dent at around 6:15 that evening.
Initial investigation determined an
altercation occurred between a male
and a female outside a residence.
During the altercation, the male
pointed a firearm at the female and
later discharged it.

Two individuals nearby ap-
proached to assist the female vic-
tim. The male suspect fled from the
scene. The female victim and the as-
sisting individuals did not report any
physical injuries.

Big River RCMP immediately re-
sponded, along with Saskatchewan
RCMP’s Critical Incident Response
Team and Police Dog Services. Offi-
cers searched the surrounding area
for the male suspect with the assis-
tance of a police dog and a Remotely
Piloted Aircraft System.

As of Monday afternoon, the sus-
pect had not been located.

As a result of the investigation,
24-year-old Blaine Keenatch from
Big River First Nation is charged
with: two counts of weapons posses-
sion contrary to order, and one count
each of discharging firearm with in-
tent, possession of a firearm when

knowing possession is unauthorized,
assault with a weapon, assault, and
pointing a firearm.

A warrant has been issued for
Keenatch’s arrest, and police believe
that he may be injured as a result
of the altercation. As such, the Big
River RCMP is asking the public for
help in locating him to confirm his
well-being.

Keenatch is described as 5117, 180
Ibs. with brown hair and brown eyes.
He has numbers tattooed on both his
hands.

Anyone who sees Keenatch should
not approach him. Instead, report all
information about his whereabouts,
or information about this incident,
to Big River RCMP by calling 310-
RCMP (7267). Information can also
be submitted anonymously by con-
tacting Saskatchewan Crime Stop-
pers at 1-800-222-TIPS (8477) or
www.saskcrimestoppers.com.

Big River RCMP continues to in-
vestigate.

Blaine Keenatch.

NDP bill aims to boost
grocery competition

By SASK NDP
Submitted

The  Saskatchewan
NDP has introduced
legislation aimed at
lowering food prices by
increasing competition
in the grocery sector.

Bill 620, The Re-
stricting Property Con-
trols for Grocery Stores
and Supermarkets Act,
would prohibit gro-
cery stores from using
restrictive  covenants
or exclusivity clauses
that prevent competing
businesses from open-
ing nearby or limiting
what they can sell.

The Government of
Manitoba passed simi-
lar legislation last year.

“With food prices
through the roof, we
need to drive prices
down by ensuring more
competition at the
checkout, not less,” said
Saskatchewan NDP

Leader Carla Beck, who
introduced the bill.
“Right now, a handful
of powerful companies
are using legal rules to
keep competitors out
and keep prices high.

“The government
should be using every
tool at its disposal to
make life more afford-
able.”

A recent investigation
by CBC’s Marketplace
found that major Ca-
nadian grocery chains
including Loblaws and
Sobeys have used prop-
erty controls to limit
competition from other
grocery stores, dollar
stores and pharmacies.

Food  affordability
is a growing concern
across Saskatchewan.
Prices increased 5.5
per cent over the past
year alone, and certain
items — ground beef,
canola oil, strawberries
and more — have shot

up nearly 50 per cent in
price since Scott Moe
became Premier eight
years ago.

At the same time,
food bank wuse has
surged with nearly
four-in-10 users being
children — the highest
rate in Canada.

“Families are being
squeezed at every turn
while Scott Moe sits on
his hands,” said Beck.
“This bill is about re-
storing fairness and
making sure no com-
pany can rig the system
to shut out competition
and drive up prices.

“More  competition
means lower prices,
more choice and real
relief for Saskatchewan
families. It’s time for
change.”

ADVERTISING
DEADLINE IS

FRIDAY 4 P.M.
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Curling’s game of mu-
sical chairs has begun.

Now that Brad Jacobs
and his rink have won
the men’s world curl-
ing championship and
Kerri Einarson came up
one game short at the
women’s worlds, Can-
ada’s elite curlers are
rearranging lineups to
begin the next four-year
Olympic Games cycle.
The main goal, besides
efforts to win the Brier,
Scotties and world cham-
pionships each year, is
to represent Canada at
the Olympics in 2030 in
the French Alps. While
occasional  personnel
changes happen from
year to year, this year’s
avalanche of changes
was sparked by Brad
Gushue’s announcement
that he was retiring from
competitive curling.

With Gushue no longer
at the helm of the rink
that won six Briers and
one world championship,
the remaining three
members of his rink had
decisions to make. Third
Brendan Bottcher’s de-
cision was to become a

skip once again and take
lead Geoff Walker with
him, adding the Horgan
brothers from Northern
Ontario, Jacob and Tan-
ner, who had been with
John Epping of Ontario.
The Horgans’ departure
left Epping scrambling
for replacements, and
he wound up forming a
Manitoba-based team
featuring B.J. Neufeld,
Ryan Wiebe and Ian Mc-
Millan. Gushue’s veteran
third, Mark Nichols, will
throw second stones for
reigning Brier champ
Matt Dunstone.

Veteran skip Mike
McEwen departed from
his Saskatchewan-based
rink — whether he left
on his own accord or was
pushed is not known —
but it didn’t take long for
him to find a new rink.
He will throw fourth
stones for the rink led
in recent years by Rylan
Kleiter, out of Saskatoon.
The shell of the former
McEwen rink — Colton
Flasch, Kevin Marsh,
Dan Marsh — remains
intact and will now be
skipped by Tyler Tardi,

BRrucE
PENTON
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who left the Kevin Koe
rink, where he was the
third.

With Tardi gone, Koe
filled the vacated spot
with Johnson Tao, join-
ing the front end of Aar-
on Sluchinski and Kar-

rick Martin.
On the women’s side,
the major off-season

news was the depar-
ture — firing? — of Val
Sweeting from the Scot-
ties’ champion Einarson
foursome. It didn’t take
long for Sweeting to find
anew landing spot; she’ll
curl third on the Kayla
MacMillan team from
Victoria. Meanwhile,
Sweeting’s position with
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Fresh looks for top curling rinks

Einarson was quickly
filled by veteran Jocelyn
Peterman, who teamed
with her husband Brett
Gallant to represent
Canada in the Olympic
Games mixed doubles
in February. Peterman
will throw lead stones
but hold the broom for
Einarson while Shannon
Birchard moves up to
third and Kaylee Burgess
takes over at second.
Long-time Manitoba
skip Kate Cameron an-
nounced she is moving to
Quebec to take over the
rink formerly skipped by
Laurie Ste-Georges, who
will drop down to third.
And Kaitlyn Lawes’
Manitoba team, which
finished runner-up at
this year’s Scotties, is
breaking up altogether.
Year One of curling’s
new lineups will be ex-
perimental in nature.
The evolution of rink

personnel will likely
continue until 2029,
when the Olympic Trials

will determine whether
the changes were good,
bad or indifferent.

o Frankie Fleetwood,

Spiritwood seniors happenings

By ARMAND SMITH
Submitted

The Spiritwood Pioneer Centre
has been busy with activities the
last few months, including birth-
day celebrations, Bingos, and card
games.

Bingo players play every
Wednesday afternoon, and 10 to
14 players come out to try their
luck. Cribbage is played every Fri-
day afternoon.

March Cribbage winners are as
follows:

March 6: 1st Irene Marion, 2nd
Maurice Bourassa, 3rd Judy Brule
1st 24 hand: Liz Valette
50/50: Shirley Turgeon

December and January birth-

(left) and Marene Iverson.

March 13: 1st Louis Marion 2nd
(tied) Marene Iverson and Pat Lutz

50/50: Irene Marion

March 27: 1st Rosanne Smith,
2nd Helen Mack, 3rd Marene Iver-
son

50/50: Irene Marion

Winners from our March 15 Kai-
ser Tournament were:

Men: 1st Ed Kulpa, 2nd Maurice
Bourassa

Ladies: 1st Barb Lutz, 2nd Pau-
lette Lafond

50/50: Joyce Willick

The third Wednesday of March,

o

the seniors had a delicious pot luck
supper. Close to 35 people turned
out, bringing salads, meats, des-
serts of all kinds. Following sup-
per, birthday pictures were taken.
Many stayed and played various
board games and card games.

Several nights later, the club
started something new. Games
night was started with darts, tuck,
shuffleboard, snakes and ladders,
and card games.

We hope to have more games
night and potluck suppers in the
future.

February and March birthday celebrants. Back row, left to right:
day celebrants Eileen Primeau Jim Bedi, Judy Brule, and Elizabeth Horan. Front row: Richard

Mudrak, Jean Ouelette, Bernice Tiringer.

9-year-old son of PGA
Tour star Tommy, on all
the attention he received
during the Masters Par-3
contest: “I'd like to thank
everyone right now, but I
don’t know their names.”

« Kyle Porter of Nor-
mal Sport, addressing
rumours that an entity
other than Saudi Ara-
bia’s Public Investment
Fund might fund the
LIV golf tour: “Some en-
tities flirt with funding
LIV but ultimately WD,
mostly because LIV’s
balance sheet is messier
than Haotong Li’s 13th
hole on Sunday (a 10).”

« Comedy guy Torben
Rolfsen of Vancouver:
“Sabres in the playoffs
and Panthers out. Who
would have bet on that
parlay back in Novem-
ber?”

 Super 70s Sports: “I
don’t know the pressure
of playing the back nine
on Sunday at the Mas-
ters, but I do know the
pressure of standing on
the 18th tee needing a
six to break 100 while
playing a decaying range
ball because I chunked
two Titleists in a pond
at 17.”

« Headline at theon-
ion.com: “Rory Mcllroy
Struggling To Fit Big
Check Into Mobile De-
posit Photo”

« Columnist Norman

Chad, mocking NBC
football reporter Michele
Tafoya’s run for the U.S.
Senate for Minnesota:
“Yes, ‘the stakes were
the highest’” when you
walked the sidelines for
a game to decide the last
AFC wild card spot. Yes,
your job taught you how
leadership works when
you asked Andy Reid
about second-half ad-
justments. Washington
needs this experience.”

« Another one from
theonion.com: “LeBron
Clarifies Which Team-
mates Are, Are Not His
Children”

« Headline at fark.com,
after the New York Mets
lost 10 straight: “The
Mets are Metsing earlier
than expected.”

« Another fark.com
offering: “Golfer Sergio
Garcia apologizes for
acting like tennis player
Daniil Medvedev.”

« Steve Simmons of the
Toronto Sun: “NHL play-
ers have voted William
Nylander with having
the best social media
presence in the league
and have voted him
hockey’s most fashion-
able player. So the Leafs
don’t have a GM and
need to fire their coach,
but they do dress well.”

Care to comment?
Email brucepen-

ton2003@yahoo.ca
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Ag research cuts pose long-term threat

By JORDAN TWISS
Shellbrook Chronicle Reporter

As spring operations get underway for
Saskatchewan’s agriculture industry, it’s
mostly business as usual this season — or,
as usual as business can get in a global
market made increasingly uncertain by
erratic U.S. trade policy.

But storm clouds are gathering on the
horizon, casting a shadow of uncertainty
over the industry’s future.

At the end of January, to save money
and trim burgeoning government ranks,
Prime Minister Mark Carney’s federal
government announced cuts to staffing
at Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada
(AAFC). Almost immediately, 665 depart-
ment positions were eliminated, and more
than 1,000 employees received termina-
tion notices.

Additionally, AAFC announced the
closure of research facilities in Guelph,
Ont., Québec City, and Lacombe, Alta.,
as well as satellite research farms in In-
dian Head, Sask., Scott, Sask., Portage la
Prairie, Man., and Nappan, N.S., and the

country’s only Organic and Regenera-
tive Research Program headquartered at
Swift Current.

“AAFC will remain Canada’s largest ag-
ricultural research organization, with 17
research centres nationwide and research
farmland in every province,” AAFC said
in a statement.

“There are no imminent site closures,
and any wind-down of scientific oper-
ations would follow a careful decision
process that could take up to 12 months.
Many employees may be retained, reas-
signed, or relocated. It is too early to de-
termine final workforce impacts.”

Three months later, as the agriculture
sector waits on the House of Commons
Standing Committee on Agriculture and
Agri-Food to publish the findings of an
emergency study it commissioned to gain
a better understanding of the impact the
cuts will have, Cathy Holtslander, the Na-
tional Farmers’ Union’s (NFU) director of
research and policy, says it’s clear that the
government didn't do its research.

A letter shared with the standing com-
mittee by AAFC Deputy Minister Law-

rence Hanson two weeks ago shows that
the department spent just $40 million to
operate the seven closed sites in 2024-25.
With such a small budget, Holtslander
says it could easily cost the government
more to shut down the facilities than it
does to operate them.

Even AAFC’s projections suggests the
closures will save only $27 million with-
in three years and $233 million over the
next decade.

More importantly, though, Holtslander
says the government misled the agricul-
ture sector about the cuts.

While AAFC claimed the staffing cuts
would be achieved by eliminating va-
cant positions, retirement, and attrition,
Holtslander says the department has cut
a “huge structural part of our agriculture
research system out.”

Likening federal agriculture research
— and the agriculture sector as a whole
— to a complex, interconnected network,
Holtslander adds that the cuts will have a
harmful, long-term ripple effect through-
out the industry countrywide.

“You can't overstate the importance of

having public research in the public inter-
est,” she said.

“What we get if they don’t reverse these
cuts is a weaker system that doesn’t serve
farmers as well. It makes it harder to have
a good livelihood and accelerates the
problems were seeing in terms of people
not being able to continue in farming any-
more.”

Primarily at stake, says Holtslander, is
Canada’s public plant breeding program,
which has been developed over the past
century with the understanding that Can-
ada’s climate poses unique challenges that
aren'’t experienced in the U.S. or Europe.

Breeding plants specifically for Cana-
da’s climate ensures farmer’s crops suc-
ceed in whatever growing conditions they
face, be it different soil conditions, differ-
ent climates, different lengths of growing
seasons, or different diseases and pest
pressures.

A strong public plant breeding program,
then, means producers’ crops are harvest-
able and high quality, meaning they can
make a living.

Continued on page 13
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read the interview, I could hear the struggle my dad was
going through as he told the reporter, “All we have is what
we are standing in.”

STRUGGLING THROUGH OUR STRUGGLES

By DAVID BODVARSON
Submitted

There was once a huge conference that took place with
two speakers you could easily identify. The first speaker
was Billy Graham, the second was Jimmy Carter before
he was elected the 39th President of the U.S.A. The third
speaker was a truck driver who wasn’t accustomed to pub-
lic speaking.

When it was the truck driver’s turn to speak, he con-
fessed to Jimmy Carter before he took the microphone
that he thought he was going to die. He got up to the mic
anyway and told his life story in five minutes. He spoke
about his struggles with addiction and how he was able to
overcome, and sat down.

I like Jimmy Carter’s comment. he said that the audi-
ence wouldn't likely “remember what he or Billy Graham

said but they would never forget the rambling testimony
of the truck driver.” People can identify with struggles. We
all face them.

When I grew up in Hay River, NW.T,, there is one year
that would often be mentioned and that was 1963. That
year, the Old Town, which is called Vale Island, partly
flooded. The ice jammed at the mouth of the Hay River
which flows into the Great Slave Lake.

I understand that the East Channel and Dene village
flooded. T was four years old at the time. My parents Slim
and Theresa Bodvarson were raising six children. When
I wrote about this some years ago, I happened to stumble
over a nugget. I actually found an interview that was writ-
ten in a Manitoba newspaper.

The reporter must have called my dad in Hay River and
asked how he was doing. Dad grew up in the Gimli Inter-
lake area in Manitoba. The reporter was Al Arnason. As I
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“T don't think there is anything left-the house is abso-
lutely demolished. I don't think a man can get flood in-
surance,” my dad was quoted in the article. “Money is a
problem.”

“I couldn’t buy timbers for the foundation” my dad con-
tinued, going on to say that, “we’re so broke we can't get
out of here.”

I tell you that to tell you this: in life there are struggles.
Things happen. Dad and mom got through and remained
in the NWT.

I have always liked the story of the student who decided
to snip the end off of the cocoon. He thought he would help
the monarch butterfly emerge. What the student did was
no help at all. The butterfly plopped out.

Unfortunately, only half of the butterfly looked okay. The
bottom half was large and swollen. The butterfly crawled
around and a short time later died.

The next day, the biology teacher told the students the
butterfly’s struggle to get through the tiny opening was
necessary. The struggle forced the fluids from the swollen
body into the wings so they would be strong enough to fly.
The interesting thing was without the struggle the wings
would never develop.

It has been put this way: “Struggles cause numerous
things in our lives to develop. Rather than struggle against
struggle, we need to ‘struggle through our struggles.”

Ilove that verse in Proverbs 24:16: “For though the righ-
teous fall seven times, they rise again...”
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Ag research cuts pose long-term threat

Continued from 12

Holtslander says the federal
government had already been
underfunding the program. Not-
ing that it already takes 10 to 15
years to bring new varieties to
fruition, Holtslander says the
federal government’s cuts could
make that timeline even lon-
ger and produce an inferior end
product.

“When youre doing testing,
you want to have as much data as
you can as quickly as possible,”
she said.

“When you have all these sites
to do your testing, you're going to
get very rich data and you'll be
able to quickly decide if a variety
looks promising. All of that real-
ly feeds into developing varieties
that will be good for farmers and
our agricultural economy.”

Looking at wheat breeding,
specifically, a 2022 study con-
ducted by the Canadian Wheat
Research Coalition, in collabo-
ration with agriculture research-
ers Dr. Richard Gray and Dr.
Katarzyna Bolek-Callbeck, found
that every dollar invested in
wheat breeding yielded a return
of $33 for farmers.

The removal of thousands of
testing sites from the public re-
search network, Holtslander
says, threatens this, and could ul-
timately lead to the catastrophic
collapse of Canada’s public plant

CORRAL CLEANING

breeding system.

However, the full impact of the
losses won't be known for some
time.

“In 2012, under the Harper
government, there was a massive
cut to agriculture research, and
we are just seeing some impacts
of that,” Holtslander said. “We've
seen a reduction in the number
of new varieties. These new cuts
will accelerate that decline.”

Focusing on the cuts’ affects in
Saskatchewan, Holtslander says
the biggest loss from the closure
of the Indian Head research farm
is the seed increase unit, which
provides seed to growers to grow
seed crops, who then provide cer-
tified seed for producers.

The Indian Head farm was re-
sponsible for stewarding about
300 varieties in controlled con-
ditions to maintain purity and
quality and avoid contamina-
tion with seed-borne diseases
and weeds. All told, it provided
seed for 20 million acres of crops
grown across western Canada.

Though there have been talks
of relocating the seed program,
a clear plan has yet to emerge.
Holtslander says it’s also not that
simple, as there’s no location with
adequate facilities, and some
seeds can't be transplanted.

“This is devastating for the
supply of seed in the coming
years,” she said. “ Even if they
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were able to move it, it will be at
least a three-year delay.”

Meanwhile, the closure of the
Organic and Regenerative Pro-
gram in Swift Current comes at
the worst possible time, as the
ongoing war in Iran drives fer-
tilizer and fuel prices up and
threatens trade disruptions, fur-
ther increasing costs for produc-
ers.

Coupled with the impacts of
climate change and the rise of
herbicide-resistant weeds, these
added cost pressures have pro-
ducers looking for means to use
fewer inputs to grow their crops.
The loss of the country’s only Or-
ganic and Regenerative Program

makes it harder for producers to
do this.

“A study that was cancelled
because of the cuts is a study
exploring living mulch: plant-
ing another crop with your main
crop for harvest, something like
clover, winter wheat, or another
legume with your cereal crop,”
Holtslander said.

“That helps suppress weeds,
increases fertility, and it helps
the soil organic matter.”

Asforthe Scott Research Farm,
it was home to projects aimed at
helping producers deal with her-
bicide residues left on their crops.
The soil at the farm was especial-
ly important for Saskatchewan

An aerial view of the Indian Head research farm, which
has been closed due to federal cuts. Photo Credit: Nicole
Taylor, LJI Reporter, Moosomin World-Spectator

—

Hon. Jeremy Harrison
MLA for Meadow Lake
jharrisonmla@sasktel.net
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producers, as it breaks down her-
bicides more slowly and doesn’t
exist anywhere outside of the
province.

“It’s an example of how these
things are all interlocked, and
how the research really does
help farmers,” Holtslander said.
“These aren’t just bureaucrats.
The work these people are doing
is directed at helping farmers
succeed.”

Absent a change of heart from
the federal government, research
and funding will increasingly
move to universities. But Holt-
slander says they lack the capac-
ity, both in terms of facilities and
land base, to do the work AAFC
research centres and farms have
been doing, and actually have to
make use of federal sites to car-
ry out research they otherwise
wouldn'’t be able to pursue.

What’s more, academic re-
search is often driven by the re-
searcher’s interests, rather than
focused on what’s best for the
agriculture sector.

The only other option, then, is
private sector-funded research.
But this, too, is limited in its
benefits for producers, as corpo-
rations have a built-in conflict of
interest to fund research that in-
creases their profits.

“It’s really hard to see how we'd
have any way to recover the loss-
es,” Holtslander said.

Protecting our

Agriculture Sector

The 2026-27 Provincial Budget includes a strong
commitment to agriculture with a $662.7 million
investment, an increase of $37.4 million or six per

cent over 2025-26.

Our government is protecting farmers, ranchers and our
agriculture industry in the face of market volatility and
weather-related challenges. By investing in innovation,

new technologies, market access, and business risk
management, we're helping producers stay competitive
and ready for the future.

This budget keeps the agriculture sector on track to
meet our 2030 growth plan targets while ensuring
producers have stable, reliable programs.

Hon. Scott Moe
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MLA for Rosthern Shellbrook
scottmoe.mla@sasktel.net
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Hon. Eric Schmalz
MLA for Saskatchewan Rivers
saskrivers.mla@outlook.com
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Watch for bertha armyworm in 2026

By JAPJYOT SANDHU
Ministry of Agriculture

Bertha armyworm (BAW)
(Mamestra configurata WIk.)
is a concern for producers
across the Canadian Prairies.
According to the 2025 BAW
map, a resurgence in popula-
tions was observed, showing
a similar pattern to the high
infestation years of 2012 and
2013. Outbreaks usually last
for two to three years, fol-
lowed by an eight-to-10-year
break before the next major
cycle. Given the 2025 trend,
producers should stay alert
in the upcoming growing sea-
son, as past historic patterns
indicate the potential for
continued or increasing BAW
pressure.

The BAW life cycle consists
of four stages: adult moth, egg,
larva and pupa, with only one
generation per growing sea-
son. Adult moths emerge from
pupae mid-June to late-July
and primarily feed on canola,
mustard, cauliflower, brocco-
li, alfalfa and related plants.
They may also feed on weeds
such as Canada thistle and
lamb’s quarters and can move
between fields, feeding on
different hosts. Severe larvae
infestations can damage plant
stems, leaves and pods, nega-

Farming is
vour focus.
Let us help with

tively impacting crop yields.
Bertha armyworm (BAW)
(Mamestra configurata WIk.)
is a concern for producers
across the Canadian Prairies.
According to the 2025 BAW
map, a resurgence in popula-
tions was observed, showing
a similar pattern to the high
infestation years of 2012 and
2013. Outbreaks usually last
for two to three years, fol-

Bertha armyworm larvae.
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lowed by an eight-to-10-year
break before the next major
cycle. Given the 2025 trend,
producers should stay alert
in the upcoming growing sea-
son, as past historic patterns
indicate the potential for
continued or increasing BAW
pressure.

The BAW life cycle consists
of four stages: adult moth, egg,
larva and pupa, with only one

generation per growing sea-
son. Adult moths emerge from
pupae mid-June to late-July
and primarily feed on canola,
mustard, cauliflower, brocco-
li, alfalfa and related plants.
They may also feed on weeds
such as Canada thistle and
lamb’s quarters and can move
between fields, feeding on
different hosts. Severe larvae
infestations can damage plant

—

stems, leaves and pods, nega-
tively impacting crop yields.

Proactive management can
help reduce crop yield loss
from BAW. In high-risk re-
gions, producers should con-
sider non-host crops where
feasible and control host
weeds, particularly around
ditches to reduce the risk of
damage. When an outbreak
is forecasted, using early-ma-
turing varieties and seeding
as early as possible can help
minimize crop loss. Fall culti-
vation can reduce BAW popu-
lations by mechanical damage
and exposing them to freez-
ing temperatures; however,
it should be reconsidered in
fields which are prone to soil
erosion. Since adult moths
can move to neighbouring
fields, the benefit of fall culti-
vation may be limited.

BAW is a well-known pest,
and to stay ahead of out-
breaks, check provincial
monitoring program maps,
regularly scout and use insec-
ticides according to label rec-
ommendations to minimize
yield losses.

If you want to learn more
about crop planning, please
contact your local crops ex-
tension specialist or the Agri-
culture Knowledge Centre at
1-866-457-2377.
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Ensure your seed 1s the best it can be

By REBECCA HORT
Ministry of Agriculture

Are you using bin-run seed
or buying new seed this year?
Either way, it is important to
understand the guidelines for
seed-borne diseases before you
put the seed in the ground. It
is recommended to have seed
tested at an accredited lab to
assess levels of seed-borne
pathogens. A seed test can
show several aspects of seed
quality, such as germination,
vigor, moisture, protein and
thousand-kernel weight. Dis-
ease testing indicates the infec-

tion levels of specific pathogens
on the seed. Knowing your seed
quality is crucial for developing
a healthy crop.

Crop diseases can have detri-
mental effects on yield; howev-
er, there are ways to lower your
crops’ susceptibility and protect
plant health. For seed-borne
diseases, prevention starts be-
fore the seed is in the ground.
Many different pathogens can
infect seeds and impact crops.
Each disease has a threshold
that varies by pathogen and
crop type. Planting seeds be-
low or within those thresholds
is the best practice to mitigate

disease pressure. Applying a
seed treatment can help protect
your seed from certain patho-
gens; however, if the pathogen
level is above the threshold, it is
recommended to use a different
seed source. Detailed informa-
tion on mitigating seed-borne
diseases and preventing fur-
ther infection is available for
both pulse and cereal crops.
Interim data submitted by seed
labs around the province show
the average per cent infection
of seed-borne diseases in both
cereals and pulse crops.

If you are in an area with
a high infection risk of seed-

borne diseases, taking preven-
tative actions to protect your
crop is important. Seed clean-
ing, treating seed with fungi-
cide seed treatment and getting
your seed tested are key strat-
egies for dealing with contam-
inated seeds. Cleaning seeds
can help remove some diseased
kernels from the lot. Treating
with a fungicide seed treatment
can prevent further infection
of the pathogens into the plant
and protect against seedling
blight and rot. As always, follow
the label, more information can
be found in the Guide to Crop
Protection.

When buying certified seeds,
the buyer must be aware that,
according to the Seeds Act,
certified seed must meet stan-
dards for germination and pu-
rity, but not for diseases. Ask to
see the lab certificate and check
disease levels before purchas-
ing seed. Planting seed that is
free of seed-borne pathogens
is the primary way to limit dis-
ease in your field.

Ensure your seed is the best
it can be for this year’s crop.
Contact your local crops exten-
sion specialist or call the Agri-
culture Knowledge Centre at
1-866-457-2377 to learn more.

How STEM powers modern agrz'culture

The image of farmers clad in flan-
nel shirts while livestock pull plows
through the fields may still be foremost
on the minds of individuals asked to
imagine farm life. But such images may
no longer reflect an industry increasing-
ly governed by advanced technology.

Even small-scale family farms have
recognized the advantages of embrac-
ing technology to help make their op-
erations more efficient and successful.
Manual plows and tractors largely have
been replaced by fleets of autonomous
machines and precision farming tech-
nology.

Experts agree that the evolution of
modern farming is a case study in the
application of Science, Technology, En-
gineering, and Mathematics. STEM is
helping to address the problem of global
food security and widespread climate
change. U.S. News & World Report
says 27 percent of new high-skills jobs
in agriculture will require a STEM ed-
ucation. There are many ways STEM is
utilized within the agricultural sector.

Genomics and biotechnology:
Scientists can now identify specific

traits in plant DNA that will allow for
more drought-resistant crops or those
better equipped to tolerate problems
like downy mildew. Other traits may
make plants more capable of thriving
in saline soils. Soil science also enables
farmers to learn more about the com-
plex microbiome of the soil, which ul-
timately can help to maximize nutrient

uptake.

Precision agriculture: STEM is
a force behind precision agriculture,
which the United States Department of
Agriculture says is a term to describe
farming based on observing, mea-
suring and responding to within-field
variability through crop management.
Precision farming utilizes remote sens-
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ing from satellites and drones, sensors
embedded in the soil or devices worn
by livestock to provide real-time data.
Al tools also are used to predict harvest
yields and optimize fertilization and ir-
rigation.

Robotics: Automation and robot-
ics fills a void created by human work-
er shortages. Agricultural engineers
help design machinery or focus on the
physical infrastructure of the farm. En-
gineers also are the minds behind in-
novative farming practices like vertical
farming and controlled environment
agriculture, which encompasses hydro-
ponic and aeroponic systems.

Mathematical analysis: Math
is vital in the agricultural sector. Sta-
tistics, predictive modeling, account-
ing, and risk management, are types
of mathematical analysis employed to
forecast global food supplies and prof-
its.

The link between STEM and agri-
culture is undeniable. STEM is an im-
portant driver of the industry and only
stands to gain influence in the years to
come.
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Growing food in the garden

By PATRICIA HANBIDGE
Orchid Horticulture

We are living in a world of uncer-
tainty. Fuel prices, groceries and
many more products we purchase
have demonstrated skyrocketing
prices. When we take a moment to
pause — scary thoughts are foremost
in our minds on a regular basis.

We should realize by now that we
all should be working towards living
more sustainably. Thank goodness
there is still a growing trend of peo-
ple wanting to grow at least some
of the food they consume. There
is a huge spin-off to this trend as if
we access a more local food supply
chain this will in turn help to make
our world a more sustainable place
to live. Governments, business-
es and societies together with the
United Nations are in the process of
achieving the objectives of the Sus-
tainable Development Agenda. This
universal, inclusive and indivisible
agenda calls for action to end pov-
erty, protect the planet and improve
the lives and prospects of everyone,
everywhere.

One of the goals of this agenda is
to end hunger, achieve food security

and improved nutrition and promote
sustainable agriculture. As spring is
just around the corner, it might just
be the perfect time to make an in-
dividual effort thinking about what
you could grow this spring and if
there is anyone you can take along
on your journey. Remember, that it
is not necessary to have a large space
or expensive equipment in order to
achieve your goal of growing at least
some of the food you consume.

For all of us growing our own fruits

and vegetables has many advantag-
es. We have close access to fresh and
local food that is raised in most cases
without any pesticides and tastes in-
sanely good! It is also true that fruits
and vegetables that were grown de-
cades ago were richer in vitamins
and minerals, than most of what
we consume today. This disturbing
trend is due in part to soil depletion,
as modern, intensive cropping has
stripped increasing amounts of nu-
trients from the soil which in turn
produces less nutrient rich food. In
a smaller garden, that is tended and
cherished by a home gardener, pro-
duce tastes better than that which
is produced more quickly in a large
grow operation.

Plants also offer us a host of health
benefits, bringing fibre, vitamins and
minerals into our diets. What they
also offer us is other compounds that
prevent a number of life threatening
diseases which cannot be substitut-
ed with dietary supplements. So...as
spring is just around the corner, let’s
address what we can plan to grow
this growing season.

My suggestion is to be innovative
in what you wish to grow. Some good
ideas include a variety of types of

lettuce. They germinate quite quick-
ly and can be harvested before too
long, ensuring that you and those
who are close to you can enjoy fresh
home grown lettuce rather quickly.
Other ideas will depend on your pal-
ette but arugula, corn salad, greens
like amaranth, atriplex, beet, chard,
choho, claytonia, cress, mibuna,
mustard and kale are all fun to grow
and great to eat!

Hippocrates proclaimed almost
2,500 years ago: “Let food be thy
medicine and medicine be thy food.”
We love the idea that food can be the
answer to our health and that if we
eat nutritious food, we will not need
medicine or supplements. How fit-
ting that our medical professionals
also concur that if we heap our plates
with fresh fruits and vegetables, we
will be closer to optimum health.

Watch for the next column which
has more ideas to grow your own
food in your garden. May your gar-
den be a plentiful provider!

Hanbidge is the Lead Horticul-
turist with Orchid Horticulture.
Find us at www.orchidhort.com; by
email at growyourfuture@gmail.
com on facebook @orchidhort and
on instagram at #orchidhort.

Farmers’ vital roles i our lives

that those

to their communities’

For many Canadians,
especially those living
in cities, farms may not
be top of mind. We eat
the food they produce
every day, and many of
us commute past their
fields, but farms play a
bigger role in our day-
to-day lives than you
might expect. Here are
just a few examples:

Crop exports help
power our econo-

my. Canada is one of
the largest food ex-
porters in the world. In
2024, we shipped over
$100 billion in agricul-
tural and food prod-
ucts to other countries
around the globe. Ca-
nadian legumes help
feed households all
over the world, with
staples like lentils,
peas and beans. Cano-
la, itself a Canadian
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invention, is a valued
commodity on the
global market, with the
seeds, oil and meal all
finding homes abroad.

Agriculture helps
create jobs. Did you
know that farming has
an impact that reaches
far beyond the fields?
In fact, according to
Agriculture and Agri-
Food Canada, agricul-
ture provides around
one in nine jobs in this
country. Several in-
dustries interact with
it and support it, in-
cluding shipping and
logistics, packaging,
marketing and grocery
businesses. Add to that
all the supply chains

support
operations, as well as
supporting farms di-
rectly, and the impact
of the agriculture sec-
tor comes into focus.

Canada’s farmers
are helping drive
sustainability. Farm
operators are essential
to Canada’s culture of
environmental respon-
sibility. By developing
new, more sustainable
farming practices,
theyre helping to re-
duce waste, emissions
and environmental im-
pacts.

One important tool
driving these decisions
in the farming industry
is the Census of Agri-
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492 South Industrial Drive e Prince Albert, SK S6V 7L8

culture. It’s a snapshot
of the entire Canadi-
an agriculture sector
from coast-to-coast-
to-coast, taken every
five years. This year is
a census year, so farm
operators across Can-
ada will be filling out
their census question-
naire. Data from the
census help provide
the agriculture sector
and policymakers with
the information they
need to make informed
decisions.

Farms keep com-
munities healthy.
Besides providing a
steady supply of fresh,
nutritious food, local
farms also contribute

life and culture. They
bring people together
and create connections
by hosting harvest
festivals and running
farmers’ markets that
offer people quality
local fresh produce, as
well as a variety of lo-
cal arts and crafts.
Farms are deeply
connected to the com-
munities they support.
If you're a farm opera-
tor, as of May 4 you can
help capture a current
snapshot of Canada’s
agriculture sector by
completing your ques-
tionnaire at census.
ge.ca.
www.newscanada.com

onaoec
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Start crops off right with seed treatments

By AUGUSTINE OSEI
Ministry of Agriculture

Early-season crop vigor
and standability play a key
role in effective weed man-
agement, efficient nutrient
uptake and ultimately max-
imizing yield potential. In
prairie production systems,
early-season stresses such
as cold soil, variable mois-
ture conditions and rela-
tively short growing seasons
make uniform crop emer-
gence particularly import-
ant. These challenging con-
ditions can expose seeds and
seedlings to diseases and
insect pests at a vulnerable
stage of growth. As a result,
seed treatments have be-
come a fundamental compo-
nent of current crop produc-
tion systems, as they act as
an insurance policy against
early-season risks, partic-
ularly, from seed- and soil-
borne diseases and pests.

What are
Seed Treatments?

Seed treatments are chem-
ical, biological or physical
substances applied to seeds
before planting to protect
seeds and seedlings from
soil-borne diseases, insects,
pathogens and abiotic stress
while improving germina-

tion and stand establish-
ment.

Benefits and Types of

Seed Treatments

The Saskatchewan Guide
to Crop Protection provides
detailed information on all
provincially registered seed
treatments for crops grown
in Saskatchewan and the
protection they offer against
different diseases and in-
sects. Seed treatments gen-
erally fall into four main cat-
egories:

+ Fungicidal seed treat-
ments: These seed treat-
ments protect seeds and
seedlings from soil-borne
fungi and diseases such as
Fusarium spp., Pythium spp.,
Rhizoctonia spp., smuts, etc.
Products frequently com-
bine multiple active ingredi-
ents from different chemical
groups to broaden the spec-
trum of protection and help
manage resistance develop-
ment.

+ Insecticidal seed treat-
ments: These seed treat-
ments protect seedlings from
early-season insect pests
such as cutworms, flea bee-
tles, wireworms, armyworms
and seed corn maggots,
which can cause significant
damage during early crop
development when seedlings

are most vulnerable.

+ Biologicals and Inocu-
lants: These include micro-
bial products and inoculants
that enhance plant growth
and nutrient uptake. Exam-
ples include rhizobia inoc-
ulants which help nitrogen
fixation in pulse crops.

» Physical Treatments: This
type involves non-chemi-
cal approaches such as seed
priming to condition seeds
for improved germination
and emergence. This seed
treatment is rarely used in
prairie cropping systems.

Considerations in
Selecting Seed
Treatments

To ensure effectiveness
and maximize return on in-
vestment, seed treatments
should be tailored to the spe-
cific threats, soil conditions
and crop genetics in the field.
Before selecting your seed
treatment, ask these funda-
mental questions:

» What protection will my
seed treatment provide?

+ Is the product suitable
for the environmental condi-
tions on my farm?

« Is the seed treatment (i.e.
inoculants) compatible with
my crop?

« What is the active ingre-
dient and mode of action in
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my seed treatment?

« Are my seed-applied pes-
ticides compatible with my
biological products or inocu-
lants I plan to use?

What Risk Factors on
the Farm Justify the
Benefit of Using Seed

Treatment?

The following are im-
portant field-risk factors to
consider when deciding on
whether a seed treatment is
warranted:

» Field history: Previous
crop rotations and historical
pestissues play an important
role in determining risk. For
example, continuous cere-
al production increases the
risk of root rot diseases and
wireworms. Similarly, fields
previously in pasture have
a higher risk of wireworms
which will justify the need
for seed treatment.

« Growing conditions:
Cold, wet soil conditions fa-
vor many seedling diseas-
es. In years with cool, wet
springs, the economic return
from seed treatments is of-
ten higher than in warm, dry
springs, where disease pres-
sure may be lower.

e Time of seeding: Ear-
ly seeding increases risk of
seed exposure to cold soil
which can slow crop emer-

gence, increasing disease
risk to seedlings.

« Residue levels: High crop
residue can increase patho-
gen survival and carryover
between seasons, elevating
disease risk for newly plant-
ed crops.

Seed treatments are not a
substitute for good agronom-
ic practices such as selecting
certified and high-quality,
disease-free seeds or con-
sidering economic-thresh-
old-based foliar applications
when needed. Rather, seed
treatment should be used
as part of an integrated pest
management plan. While it
is important that seed treat-
ments are evenly applied
to every seed to ensure full
and uniform coverage, it
is even more important to
remember that most seed
treatments provide protec-
tion only during the early
stages of crop development,
typically for the first three
to four weeks after planting.
Hence, aligning seeding tim-
ing with this protection win-
dow is critical to maximizing
the benefit of the treatment.

For more information,
contact your local crops ex-
tension specialist or the Ag-
riculture Knowledge Centre
at 1-866-457-2377.
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Producers’ top priorities for bison

By TESSA THOMAS
Ministry of Agriculture

According to the Government of
Canada, there were approximately
149,539 bison in Canada in 2024,
with 82 per cent of the herd found
in Saskatchewan and Alberta. Be-
ing such a large contributor to the
national bison industry, it is import-
ant for Saskatchewan to maintain a
strong herd now and to set ourselves
up for success in the years to come.
According to Mike Silzer, a bison
producer and grain farmer in the
northeast part of the province, these
three things should be top of mind
for you in 2026:

Genetic improvement in
the industry

While the industry is currently
strong and prices are holding high,
Mike knows that history shows
this likely won’t always be the case.

Strong genetics will increase the
chances of turning a profit in the
tough years, so getting set up with
good stock now is imperative to be-
ing in the bison industry for the long
run. Easy keeping cows and strong
finishing calves with high carcass
yields should be the main focus.
A good mineral and herd
health program

The importance of a good mineral
program cannot be overstated. Mike
emphasized the importance of not
only having a good mineral program,
but also that proper intake of that
mineral is essential to the success of
the herd. He was able to work with
a local feed and mineral company
that collected water samples and de-
signed a mineral plan specific to his
ration, water and herd needs.

“Knowing what you are missing in
your feeding program is key. A 10 per
cent increase in conception rates can

add 20 per cent to your bottom line,”
Mike said on the importance of feed
testing.

It is important to keep a good eye
on the herd and investigate if the
bison are appearing unthrifty or
unhealthy in any way. As we know,
bison are not always as convenient
to handle, so keeping on top of your
deworming program and checking
stool samples with fecal egg counts,
if concerned, is an effective way to
stay on top of parasites.

Keeping an eye on stocking
rates in the pastures

With the fluctuations in moisture
from year to year, especially the last
few years being dry in many areas
of the province, keeping a close eye
on stocking rates is another priority.
Mike mentioned that as he expands
his herd, a major concern is grass
availability.

“It is better to have too much grass

than not enough because you can al-
ways bale it or find another way to
use it,” he said.

He also discussed the importance
of doing your part to make sure the
land can be as productive as possi-
ble: “Having a good fertilizer pro-
gram and using rotational grazing
can increase stocking rates and max-
imize revenue per acre.”

Mike concluded that overall, the
goal is to control as many variables
as possible and learn from produc-
ers that have been successful in the
industry. Learning from others,
whether that be successes or fail-
ures, helps all producers, especially
those that are new to the industry.
For more information about bison
production, you can visit our Bison
page, contact your local livestock
and feed extension specialist, or call
the Agriculture Knowledge Centre at
1-866-457-2377.

Addressing limated resources in the ag sector

Limited resources in the agricultural sector are
common pressure points for modern farm oper-
ations. Whether the resource is land, labor, wa-
ter, or capital, lack of assets can cause strain. But
there are practical ways to ease the pressure, and
most solutions work best when combined with
other methods.

Depleting agricultural resources

Resource depletion is a condition that affects
many modern farmers. With an expanding global
population, demand for food and other agricultur-
al products is at an all-time high. This can put a
strain on the finite resources available to farmers.
Efficient use of resources must become a greater
priority. Farmers may want to invest in precision
agriculture tools, such as GPS-guided equipment,
soil sensors and variable-rate application tools, to
use resources only where needed. Even crop ro-
tation and manual soil testing can significantly
reduce waste.

Soil concerns
According to the agricultural firm Verdesian,
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degrading and undervaluing farmland poses an-
other challenge to today’s farmers. Continuous
farming practices can result in soil erosion, soil
degradation and reduced fertility. Farmers can
turn to sustainable practices to protect the soil
and improve its health. Practices like conser-
vation tillage and cover cropping help increase
yields over time without the need for more land
or chemicals.
Water management

Agriculture puts a strain on water sources. Ap-
proximately 70 percent of global freshwater with-
drawals are attributed to agricultural needs, says
the World Resources Institute. Micro-irrigation
can involve the use of drip or sprinkler systems
to increase water efficiency. In regions with limit-
ed energy infrastructure, use of solar pumps will
provide a low-cost, sustainable means to access-
ing groundwater. Treated urban wastewater can
be used for non-food crops, preserving potable
water for high-value produce and human con-
sumption on farms and elsewhere.

- TIRE REPAIRS -
- NEW TIRES -
- VEHICLE REPAIRS -

We are your local Goodyear,
Kelly and Cooper sales centre

gﬂre & Lube=i=

Shop: 306-883-2760
204 Railway Ave. East, Spiritwood

Capital

Limited capital can be a concern for farmers
who are looking to invest in modern tools and
practices. Cooperative financing and government
support programs can reduce funding barriers.
Farmers can pool resources to buy in bulk and
share expensive machinery. Educating the public
also can be a step in the right direction. Despite
research indicating a need to invest in agricul-
ture, investment remains minimal. Agriculture
also is a market with very volatile prices. But with
more interest, the tides may change and make in-
vesting in agriculture more attractive.

Addressing limited agricultural resources re-
quires utilization of what’s already available with
an emphasis on sustainability. Through collabo-
ration and discussion, farmers can find the assis-
tance they need.
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service
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Sask. Launches farmland ownership review

By MINISTRY OF
AGRICULTURE
Submitted

The Government of Sas-
katchewan will undertake a
comprehensive review of The
Saskatchewan Farm Security
Act including additional pub-
lic and stakeholder consulta-
tions after an initial review
conducted by the Farm Land
Ownership Advisory Commit-
tee.

“This review will ensure any
potential changes to The Sas-
katchewan Farm Security Act
are done right and continue to
meet the needs of Saskatche-
wan producers,” Agriculture
Minister David Marit said.

The Advisory Committee
met with leaders in the agri-
cultural, real estate, legal and
financial services sectors as
well as conducted their own
research into farm land own-

ership. Their work confirmed
there is no evidence of foreign
ownership of Saskatchewan
farm land under the current
legislative framework. This
aligns with the Provincial Au-
ditor’s report, which found no
instances of unauthorized for-
eign ownership.

The comprehensive review
will explore opportunities to
improve ownership verifica-
tion, strengthen penalty and
enforcement tools, modernize
definitions, and strengthen re-
porting obligations and over-
sight of permanent residents.
The review will also consider
other components of the Act
not reviewed by the Advisory
Committee, including farm
security and home quarter
protection, to ensure ongoing
relevance and effectiveness.

“The outcome of our out-
reach was very informative
with no evidence of foreign

ownership reported,” Farm
Land Ownership Advisory
Committee Chairperson Ken
McDonald said. “We feel this
legislative review will help en-
sure the province’s farm land
stays in the hands of Canadian
farmers and that there will be
a positive path forward for the
next generation.”

“We appreciate the govern-
ment’s efforts to continue to
bring transparency around
farm land ownership in Sas-
katchewan,”  Saskatchewan
Stock Growers Association
President Jeff Yorga said.
“Producers want a level play-
ing field, and the upcoming
consultations are a great first
step to ensuring that. We look
forward to working with all
stakeholders to make sure
producer voices are heard.”

“Protecting ownership of
Saskatchewan’s pasture and
hayland is of critical impor-

tance to our beef cattle pro-
ducers and there are no better
caretakers of Saskatchewan’s
grassland and farmland than
ranchers and farmers,” Sas-
katchewan Cattle Association
Chair Chad Ross said. “The
Saskatchewan Cattle Associa-
tion supports the work of the
Farmland Advisory Commit-
tee and the provincial govern-
ment’s plans to undertake a
comprehensive review of The
Saskatchewan Farm Security
Act and looks forward to ac-
tively participating in consul-
tations going forward.”

“The Saskatchewan Farm
Security Act is an important
provincial statute designed to
protect, support, and provide
security for Saskatchewan
family farms,” Wheat Grow-
ers Association Chair Darryl
Fransoo said. “Today’s an-
nouncement shows the contin-
ued support our government

continues to provide, ensuring
a prosperous future for farm-
ers facing more challenges
than ever before.”

“Our farmland is one of Sas-
katchewan’s greatest assets,
and it's important that the
rules around who can own
and use it keep pace with the
realities of farming today,”
Saskatchewan Association of
Rural Municipalities President
Bill Huber said. “This review is
a good chance to make sure the
Act continues to protect family
farms and support the future
of our rural communities.”

Saskatchewan farm land
is one of the province’s most
valuable assets. As the nature
of farming and business con-
tinues to evolve, the Govern-
ment of Saskatchewan wants
to ensure the legislative frame-
work regarding farm land
ownership meets the needs of
the people of Saskatchewan.

By WSA
Submitted

The Water Security
Agency (WSA) provided
an update to the spring
runoff outlook for 2026.
Overall, most of Sas-
katchewan can anticipate
near to below normal
runoff this spring.

WSA  continued to
closely monitor condi-
tions across the province
over the last month. As
part of this effort, addi-
tional manual snow sur-
veys were completed at 12
selected sites across Sas-
katchewan on April 9 and
10, 2026, supplementing
ongoing monitoring ef-
forts.

Survey

results con-

WSA updates spring runoff report

firmed the accumulation
of additional snow since
March 1, particularly in
central regions of the
province. As a result,
above normal runoff is
expected across much of
central  Saskatchewan.
Well above normal runoff
is anticipated in east-cen-
tral Saskatchewan, in-
cluding areas around
Hudson Bay and north of
Yorkton and Wynyard.

In the Quill Lakes Ba-
sin, above normal snow-
pack is forecast to result
in above normal runoff.

Snowmelt has finished
in the southern portion
of the QuAppelle River
Basin. In northern areas
of the basin, snowmelt
began earlier but has

PRINCECRAFT

POWERSPORTS
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slowed due to returning
cold temperatures and
remaining snow cov-
er. All lakes within the
Qu'Appelle River Basin
are expected to remain
in the normal operating
ranges.

In the Churchill River
Basin, runoff is expected
to vary from below nor-
mal to above normal this
spring.

Snow survey results
also confirm that snow-
melt and runoff were al-
ready underway in areas
south of Yorkton and near
the Quill Lakes, where
snow cover had largely
diminished. In contrast,
areas north of Yorkton,
north of Melfort and near
Meadow Lake and Prince

READY

EVENT

Albert continued to have
well-above-normal snow
present due to continued
cold weather.

Overall, the survey
confirms that snow cover
persisted across central
and northern Saskatch-
ewan, while melt con-
ditions had advanced
further across southern
areas.

Most major water sup-
ply reservoirs in south-
ern Saskatchewan are at
or above normal levels
for this time of the year.
The exceptions are Mc-

Dougald and Harris,
which are below normal
levels.

The Water Securi-

ty Agency continues to
monitor basin conditions
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NEW LOCATION: 111 Service Rd E. @ Shellbrook’s Main Highway Intersection

and manage Lake Diefen-
baker accordingly. Lake
Diefenbaker is currently
above the median for this
time of year but remains
within the normal oper-
ating range.

Mountain  snowpack
remains well above nor-
mal and will be the main
driver of May and June
flows in the Saskatch-
ewan River Basin, in
conjunction with spring
and summer rains. If
these conditions persist,
mountain runoff into
Lake Diefenbaker is ex-
pected to be above nor-

mal.

In the Souris River Ba-
sin, reservoirs are pro-
jected to remain within
normal operating ranges.

Long-range forecasts
predict normal precipi-
tation and warmer than
normal  temperatures
across the entire south-
ern part of Saskatchewan
from May to July.

The Water Security
Agency will continue to
monitor and report on
landscape conditions and
water supply reservoirs to
allow for timely response
to changing conditions.
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How farmers can manage financial risk

Farming can be a reward-
ing career, but it’s never been
an easy one. The latest chal-
lenge facing farmers is the re-
cent rise in trade uncertainty.
When trade conditions can
change by the day, farmers
often can’t know what prices
their exports will earn. It’s
put the emphasis on resil-
ience, flexibility and farmers’
ability to navigate risk.

Classic risk management
strategy is to assess your
risks one by one based on
how likely they are to affect
your business, and their lev-
el of impact if they do. Then,
for each risk, determine if it
makes sense to avoid, trans-
fer, reduce or retain it. Here’s
a breakdown of what that can
look like for a farm:

Keep plans flexible to help
avoid trade risks. If the past

couple of years has taught
us anything, it’s not to take
trade conditions for granted.
International pricing is much
less predictable than it used
to be, with producers and
buyers now having to factor
in the possibility of sudden-
ly imposed or withdrawn

tariffs on their goods. Avoid
getting caught out by diversi-
fying production and leaving
room in your business plan
for a quick pivot if it becomes
necessary.

Insure to transfer environ-
mental risks. The agricul-
tural sector was one of the

earliest to feel the effects of
climate change, as extreme
weather events become more
and more common and se-
vere. Some insurers have
offerings tailored for farm
businesses, and insurance is
a tool that’s best suited - for
this sort of risk—high-im-
pact, and tough to address by
other means.

Get creative to reduce mar-
ket risks. Carry out market
research to get an accurate
sense of what consumers ac-
tually want, so that you can
plan your production to meet
their demand. A brand is a
powerful asset for any busi-
ness, so don’t neglect yours.
Marketing your farm on
multiple channels can help
you reach a wider range of
buyers, and direct marketing
efforts can help build buyer

relationships and potential-
ly capture a higher price for
your product.

Determine your appetite
for retaining risk. Some risks
really are “the cost of doing
business,” but which risks,
and to what extent will vary.
Take an honest look at the
market, trade and environ-
mental risks your farm faces
to help determine how much
you're able, or willing, to take
on. Once you know how much
risk you're willing to accept,
you can make more confident
decisions about how much
to invest in equipment and
expansion and any debt that
may come along with your
growth.

Learn more about manag-
ing your farm’s risks at rbc.
com/riskmanagement.

www.newscanada.com

Optimizing grazing with tame and native forages

By KEANA BOERE
Ministry
of Agriculture

Pastureland in Sas-
katchewan can be
broadly categorized as
tame forage or native
forage. There are a few
considerations  when
managing both forage

types.

Tame forages are

species introduced to

il s AL
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paautobody@sasktel.net.

250 15t Street E,

Prince Albert, SK S6V 1G2

Saskatchewan for agri-
cultural purposes, like
grazing or hay. These
species have been se-
lected for specific traits
like palatability, yield or
survival characteristics.
Common tame forage
species include alfalfa,
smooth brome or crest-
ed wheatgrass.

As tame forages are
those selected for specif-
ic traits, they often pro-
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duce higher yields when
compared to native for-
ages. Tame forages are
fast growing and have
shorter growth cycles
than native species,
making these species
better at withstanding
heavy grazing pressure,
closer grazing events or
early season grazing.
Tame forages are typi-
cally easier to establish
when seeding com-

pared to native species
and are often seeded in
marginal cropland ar-
eas to provide produc-
tion where annual crops
struggle to grow.

Native forages are
species found in undis-
turbed areas across the
province. These plants
naturally evolved over
thousands of years by
surviving  Saskatche-
wan’s harsh climate and
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PLUMBING

HUTRITION FPROTECTION

disturbances like bison
grazing or fire. Across
the province, native
forages could be plants
on native grasslands,
aspen parkland areas
or forested rangelands.
Native species vary
depending on the eco-
system, but common
species include western
wheatgrass, needle and
thread grass, and pur-
ple prairie clover.
Native plants have
survived life on the
prairies for thousands
of years. Native spe-
cies are excellent at
withstanding dry con-
ditions, have extensive
root systems and many
species hold their nu-
tritional value late into
the fall. Healthy native
rangelands are resil-

BIGITAL

%2

FINANCIAL

ient to harsh winters
and are self-sustaining
systems which do not
require the addition
of inputs like fertilizer
to remain productive.
Native rangelands also
provide valuable habitat
to many wildlife spe-
cies.

When we think about
using and managing
tame and native forag-
es in a grazing system,
consider the strengths
and weaknesses of each
and how best to opti-
mize both forage types.

Keep in mind that
weather conditions, es-
pecially moisture, can
impact the productivity
of both tame and na-
tive forages. Monitor-
ing stands throughout
the year is necessary
to avoid overuse. Re-
main flexible to making
in-season grazing plan
changes if needed and
remember that both
forage types require
rest during the grow-
ing season to remain
healthy.

Cross fencing be-
tween tame and native
forage is a tool that al-
lows producers to man-
age the forages differ-
ently. There are funding
programs for establish-
ing and managing tame
or native forage stands
under the Resilient Ag-

ricultural Landscapes
Program.
For more informa-

tion, call the Agricul-
ture Knowledge Cen-
tre at 1-866-457-2377
to speak to your local
agri-environmental
specialist.
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by Dr. Duncan, the ~ moving expenses zuc PER Rev. Emmanuel Aristide Sunday Service - 11am MP  Big River - Sacred Heart
GROWER DIRECT  town Doctor, this tobearrangedand | ADDTIONALWORD | - H.C. Service Nov. 30 with Sun., 11:30 a.m. - Mass
Quality Seed, character home paid by the buyer. A PENTECOSTAL Archdeacon Brody Albers ” Whi tefis}.l
purity certificates  is full of timeless ~ wonderful oppor- PHOTO - $10.00 CHURCH " 2 ;ﬂh‘%ﬁ;ﬁf&ok Sun,, 2:30 p.m. - Mass.
supplied with charm and unique tunity for someone Parkside Minister’s Warden: Victoire
every sale; Smooth  heritage features. who values history %h ellbrook P10:t30 aI.Jm. Wc;x;slhipk 306-922-5159 Sat., 7:30 p.m. - Mass.
Brome, Meadow The main floor and the chance to , astor Lorne Valuck oo Fr. Mariusz Zaiac
Brome, Alfalfa, includes a spa- give this special @:IJI'DIII[[B 306-747-3572 EVAN%?;%{?\Q% FREE St. Agatha’s - Shelibrook
Timothy, Clovers, cious kitchen, home a new future. L, Shelllbm(’k 10:00 a.m. - Worship Mass - Sunday 11 a.m.
Cicer Milkvetch, dining room, living Interested parties, %pll‘ltmﬂﬂh Ag‘;é gt;lldy Bible 'Clilsfe? Iﬁesume St. Henry’s - Leask
Sainfoin, Wheat- room, bathr‘oom, please call 306-466- ;9 erald Sun., 10:30 a.m. - Worship 3 62_ i 68- ;25 g Mass - .Sunday.9 a.m.
grass. Custom and convenient 9990. 3-19 Rev. Jordan Clark Youth Nite: Mistawasis
blending available.  main-floor laundry. PHONE: 306-850-0429 Fridays at 7 p.m. 1% & 3" Sundays 1:30 p.m.
Delivery available. Upstairs, you'll find ZERU IN . Canwood S WMorﬁtl: Ne{)lo00 Fr. Tuan Doan
306-342-7695 or three bedrooms, an -747- 10 a.m. - Sunday School un. Worship - 1L:V0 am. = oo
306-342-4290 undeveloped bath- ON NEW 306-747-22 1 a.m, - Worship (10:30 am. June - August) SEVENTH DAY
Glaslyn, SK, Darrel  room space ready EM PLUYEES FAX: Pastor Lyndon Petten =~ - n?DVENTIST
Siklenka. 1225 for your personal ' 587-973-2223 IMMAN%E&;EEHERAN 43;;2 9.‘2*5"21131; S?;ng:&k
Eouchf,1 orlglna} \tfln- CLASSIFIEDS 306'747'3000 Leaslésrcl)(sig;e]ll’ll‘zbgnacle 11am. - Worship J ool
ADVERTISING age - o0r IegISIers, WORK! . P Josh (in-person and online Sat., 11:00 am -Worship
and fir hardwood 5 EMAIL: astor Jos via Facebook Live) .
DEADLINE IS : 1-780-690-2100 10 a.m. - Sunday School Pastor Myshan Irving
flooring preserved 306.747.2442 CHADS @ y 306-747-3398
FRIDAY beneath the carpet. nadse Pk B
4:00 P.M. TR ochron.com RRALITHIY
tures stucco siding

NOTICE

PRAISE & WORSHIP

Regular services, Sunday school and special services will be listed.

PARTNERS IN FAITH COWBOY CHURCH Gideons International
L.utheran/U niteF]/ Spiritwood of Canada
Christchurch Anglican, Ever.y.1st & 3rd Wed. 7 pm Battlefords Camp
137-2nd St. W. Spiritwood Legion Hall Phone Art Mart
Spiritwood Pastor Rick Martin one artynes
Worship 11:00 am. e (306) 389-4633
Rev. Sarah Urano FIELDS OF HOPE e
----------------------- (HOFFNUNGSFELDER) PARTNERS IN WORSHIP
Please take only as many newspapers from UNITED /ANGLICAN MENNONITE CHURCH ool Lake
our newspaper bins as need to be read. Worship Services [ lenbush Worship Services
Glaslyn 11:00 am Worship
) . . Time is on the sign e Sunday 10:00 a.m.
If you’re looking for newsprint paper, please Rev. Kun Kim BETHEL 306-883-8885
Rev. Don Skinner Medstead 0000
contact us and we can arrange a bundle(s) of 2nd Sunday, 10 am - ARELAND
CATHOLIC Worship
recycled paper for your use at no charge. oL Paston D COMMUNITY CHURCH
o Medstead — 6:00 p.m. 4th Sunday, 10 am - Worship (Corner of 1% Ave. and
Contact us at 306- 747-2442 e SUNDAY Pastor David Jensen 4% St., Spiritwood)

Thank you for your understandmg'
E% 57

Shellbrook @I)tum}[f =
& Spiritwood BHEL:

Leoville — 9:30 a.m.
Spiritwood — 11:15 a.m.
Shell Lake — 2:00 p.m.
Everyone Welcome
Fr. Phinh Do

MENNONITE BRETHREN
Glenbush
10:00 am - Sunday School
Worship 10:50 am

Sun., 11 am - Worship
Service & Sunday School
Pastor Michael Kluthe
306-883-2380

www.shellbrookchronicle.com

www.spiritwoodherald.com
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The SWNA and its Member Newspapers cooperatively deliver your message to more than half a million readers every week.

AGRICULTURE

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES

FEED AND SEED

N
INTEGRITY

POST STRUCTURES

Integrity Post

Frame Buildings
SINCE 2008

Built with
Concrete Posts
Barns, Shops,
Riding Arenas,
Machine Sheds
and More

sales@
integritybuilt.com

1-866-974-7678
INTEGRITYBUILT.COM

BUSINESS SERVICES

The Kamsack Times
is hiring a Local Jour-
nalism Initiative (LJI)
Reporter to produce
original civic journal-
ism for Kamsack;
Cote, Keeseekoose
and The Key First
Nations; and sur-
rounding towns. Job
is a term position
until March 31, 2027.
Apply with cover let-
ter and three writing
samples to Devan
Tasa at dtasa@tasa
media.ca.

Find QUALIFIED,
LOCAL EMPLOY-
EES, using the
strength of com-
munity newspapers!
Visit www.swna.com
or call 306-649-1405
to find out how!

El PROBLEMS?

The Saskatchewan
Unemployed Workers
Help Centre can help!

We are a non-profit

community based
organization that has
since 1995 provided
assistance and
representation for El
claimants throughout
Saskatchewan.

ALL SERVICES ARE
FREE OF CHARGE

Call 306-382-8662
for further information
or Visit
www.unemployed
workerscentre.org

Your West Central
Voice (Kindersley) is
hiring an LJI Report-
er for west central
Saskatchewan and
east central Alberta.
The job is a contract
position until March
2027 with the pos-
sibility for continu-
ing employment.
Full description at
jeffgaulin.com. Ap-
ply with resume and
writing samples to
kate@yourwestcen
tral.com

Buying/Selling
FEED GRAINS
heated / damaged
CANOLA/FLAX
Top price paid
FOB FARM
Western
Commodities
877-695-6461
Visit our website @
www.westerncommodities.ca

FORAGE SEED
FOR SALE: Or-
ganic & conven-
tional: Sweet Clover,
Alfalfa, Red Clover,
Smooth Brome,
Meadow Brome,
Crested Wheatgrass,
Timothy, etc. Star
City, SK. Birch Rose
Acres Ltd. 306-921-
9942.

MADE YOU LOOK!
Place your ad in 44
local community
newspapers news-
paper! Call 306-
649.1405 or visit
www.swna.com

FARM STRESS
LINE

IF YOU ARE
EXPERIENCING
SYMPTOMS OF STRESS,
THE FARM STRESS
LINE IS AVAILABLE
24/7 At

1-800-667-4442

WALK-IN-TUBS

SASKATCHEWAN

WWW.W:

Quality Canadian Made Walk-In
Bathtubs for Less!
Low step-up for easy access.
Stay Independent and safe, in your home.
Experienced installers & locally owned.
Lifetime Warranty

Act now and save up to $1000
Call today! 1-306-536-7660 2

intubssask.ca

BARLEY

*NEw - AB STANDSWELL*
SMOOTH AWN, HIGH YIELDING,
GRAIN AND FORAGE
GREAT LODGING RESISTANCE
1sT NITROGEN USE
EFFICIENT CEREAL IN CANADA

CERVEZA,
CDC AUSTENSON,
CDC DuranGo, CDC
MAVERICK, ESMA, SUNDRE.

WHEAT
PINTAIL, FORAGE OR GRAIN

Oarts
AC JuniPer, AC MORGAN,
AC MusTaNGg, Dersy,
CDC SO1 Surer Oar.

PEas
VERY EARLY YELLOW PEA
ForaGE PEas,

ALso AVAILABLE
PoList CanoLA &
SPRING TRITICALE

SpeciAL PRICING ON
TrRuck Loabs
mastinseeds.com
403-556-2609

BLANKET
CLASSIFIEDS

ocal

never looked Aog)odl.

° 44 Jocal community
newspapers

Reaching the people of
Saskatchewan like no
other medium can.

RIGHT Now BUY 3 WEEKS
AND RECEIVE YOUR 4TH
WEEK FREE!

306-649-1405
classifieds@swna.com
www.swna.com

FINANGIAL SERVICES TRAVEL
Private mortgage 0SOYOOS LAKE-
lender. All real estate SHORE VILLA
types  considered. VACATION RENTAL
No credit checks EXECUTIVE VILLA
done. Deal direct in Osoyoos, BC,

with lender and get
quick approval. (403)
543-0927 WWW.
firstandsecondmort
gages.ca

FOR SALE

¥ ¥\

WHITE SPRUCE
TREES FOR SALE

- 5average $50

« Installation ONLY $19

+ Includes: Hole Augered,
Wurzel Dip enzyme injection,
bark mulch application and
staking

+ One-time fuel charge is
between $200-300

+ Minimum order 30

Quality guaranteed!

CRYSTAL SPRINGS
Phone: 403-820-0961

albertasprucetrees.com

PROVINCE-WIDE
CLASSIFIEDS. 44
local community
newspapers, across
Saskatchewan! Call
306-649.1405 or
visit www.swna.com
for details.

with breathtaking
lake views and just
3 minutes from
town.

EXPERIENCE THE
ULTIMATE
GETAWAY!

Or wanting warmer
weather?
Two luxurious 5-star
resort units in
Phoenix, Arizona.

Doug 306-716-2671
osoyooslakevilla.com

WANTED

CASHFORALL GOLD,
SILVER & PLATINUM
COINS, BARS, JEWELRY,
BULLION, NUGGETS,
STERLINGH!

Paying:

$5000 +/- per ounce 999+ Gold
999+ Silver $75+/- per ounce
US Silver dollars $60+
Canadian Silver dollars $40+
US & Can. silver 50 cents $18
25 cents $8, 10 cents $3 each

Also buying entire coin
collections, rare coins, old
money, Royal Canadian
Mint, Franklin Mint+++,

Call or text!
1-306-774-2420

Advertisements and
statements con-
tained herein are the
sole responsibility of
the persons or en-
tities that post the
advertisement, and
the Saskatchewan
Weekly Newspa-
per Association and
membership do not
make any warranty
as to the accuracy,
completeness, truth-
fulness, or reliability
of such advertise-
ments. For greater
information on ad-
vertising conditions,
please consult the
Association’s Blan-
ket Advertising Con-
ditions on our web-
site at www.swna.
com.

Don’t believe
everything you see.
You can spot and
stop fake news.

SPOTfakenews.ca

ikepo] 1adedsmap |20 Ano, [jed

Great conversations
don't start themselves.

From first dates to Main Street meet-ups to the last virtual call of the
day. Turn o the local news to spark your next great conversation...
9in10 Canadians do.

Visit ChampionTheTruth.ca

L CHaMpION
O THETRUTH,

News Media Canada
Médias d’Info Canada
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Tools for selecting Replacement Heifers

By CHELSEY SIEMENS
Ministry of Agriculture

Selecting replacement heifers, ei-
ther from your own herd or to pur-
chase, has a major impact on future
success. Developing those heifers
also comes at a significant cost. It can
be difficult to decide which heifers
will possess the right genetic makeup
to become successful cows on a par-
ticular operation. Fertility, mother-
ing ability, soundness, feed efficiency
and longevity in the herd are all im-
portant factors but are hard to deter-
mine when looking at a heifer that is
one year old or younger. Many of the
desirable traits that a beef producer
is looking for in a heifer can’t be seen
or measured until after that heifer
has had at least one calf. Many of the
traits of interest depend on both ge-
netic and non-genetic factors. There
are some tools available to produc-
ers that can help bridge this gap in

information and can help to support
confident decisions when selecting
heifers.

Ministry livestock and feed exten-
sion specialists are currently working
on a demonstration project funded
by the Agriculture Demonstration of
Practices and Technology (ADOPT)
program, evaluating the use of ge-
nomic testing for replacement heifer
selection on commercial beef opera-
tions. For this project, ear tissue sam-
ples were collected from heifer calves
at branding time and sent to Neogen
Canada where the Igenity Beef ge-
nomic test was performed. This test
provides scores for 17 traits including
maternal (birth weight, direct calv-
ing ease, maternal calving ease, stay-
ability, heifer pregnancy rate, docility
and milk), production (residual feed
intake, average daily gain, weaning
weight, yearling weight and scrotal
circumference) and carcass (tender-
ness, marbling, ribeye area, fat thick-

local newspaper.

SHOP LOCAL.
SAVE LOCAL «

Support the local businesses that support your

ADVERTISE

re~LocaL Canadd

Novlan Bros Sales is a full service Ford, New Holland, Bourgault and Versatile dealership
offering first class sales and service for each of our customers.
We have been committed to serving Alberta, Saskatchewan, and beyond since 1929 and we
look forward to giving you the friendly and trusted local service that our customers enjoy.

Visit us online to view our huge selection of inventory,
or call any of our three locations for your sales, parts or service needs!

, ﬁmum
| AGRRULTURE o

@ MacDon BOURGAUT

NOVLAN

BROS

VVERSATILE

ness and hot carcass weight) charac-
teristics. Depending on the trait, a
score between zero or one and 10 is
assigned for each trait depending on
the genotypes of each calf. Each heif-
er calf received a score for each indi-
vidual trait plus three indices which
rank the heifer calves on a combina-
tion of either maternal, production
and terminal traits. The index most
closely representing the goals of the
operation can be considered when se-
lecting replacement heifers. The pro-
ducers participating in this project
all wish to produce replacement heif-
ers with strong maternal traits while
also producing steer calves that will
perform well as market animals. For
this reason, they would most like-
ly use the production index, which
includes both maternal and growth
traits in their selection process.

The intent of the project was to
evaluate whether receiving the ge-
nomic data for heifer calves early in
their lives could be used to identify
replacement heifers that would meet
the breeding goals of each unique op-
eration. The heifers identified as be-
ing superior for each trait were com-
pared against the list of replacement
heifers chosen through the tradition-
al methods of each ranch, which in-
cluded visual appraisal, individual
growth and performance and past
performance of the heifers’ sire, dam
and siblings. The trial cooperators
evaluated their experience collecting
tissue samples and reviewing genom-

ic test results to determine whether
the extra data would be an asset for
heifer selection and whether the pro-
cess of genomic testing fit into their
usual handling activities.

As part of this project, tissue sam-
ples were also collected from herd
sires at each ranch and parentage
testing was done, providing infor-
mation on the sire of each heifer calf.
This process can help to identify pro-
ductive or non-productive bulls and
determine which bulls are siring the
heifers with desirable traits.

While this project is still in prog-
ress, the results to date indicate that
the producers find parentage data
valuable to them and the tissue col-
lection process fits in well with ex-
isting cattle handling events. Results
are still being evaluated on the sim-
ilarities or differences between the
top heifers identified through genom-
ic testing compared to those chosen
by the producer through traditional
methods. Genomic testing is one tool
that can be used to gather more in-
formation on heifers early in life and
can be used in combination with con-
formation, individual performance
and performance of relatives to iden-
tify heifers that will develop into suc-
cessful cows that meet the goals of a
commercial beef operation.

For more information contact your
nearest livestock and feed extension
specialist by calling the Agriculture
Knowledge Centre at 1-866-457-
2377.

Paradise Hill, SK

#47 1t Avenue | Phone: (306)344-4448

_ e _g

e i R e e O %, T

Lloydminster, SK

Highway 16 East | Phone: (306)825-6141

North Battleford, SK

10022 Thatcher Ave | Phone: (306)446-2223

i

www.novianbros.com
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