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Lake Country Co-op celebrates “Shellbrook Corner’ opening

During a day-long celebration, Lake Country Co-op cut the ribbon on its new Shellbrook C-Store and gas station at the junction of

Highway 3 and Highway 55.

By JORDAN TWISS
Shellbrook Chronicle Reporter

Lake Country Co-op leadership, con-
tractors, customers, and community mem-
bers gathered at what is being dubbed the
“Shellbrook Corner” on Wednesday, June
24, to cut the ribbon on the revitalized
C-store and gas station at the junction of
Highway 3 and Highway 55.

The day-long grand opening of the new
10,000 square-foot location marks what
Lake Country Co-op CEO Tim Keller calls
an approximately $9.5 million investment
in Shellbrook — the second largest invest-
ment it’s made in any community in the
past 20 years.

To commemorate the occasion, the loca-
tion was decked out in Co-op’s signature
red and white, and special offers and give-
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aways were up for grabs throughout the
day.

“It’s always an exciting day when we
have another grand opening at Lake Coun-
try Co-op. There’s more to come in other
areas,” said Rick Kindrachuk, president of
the Lake Country Co-op Board of Direc-
tors, during the ribbon cutting ceremony.

“We try to focus, as a board, on the
needs of the community to enhance the
offerings. This facility is just another ex-
ample of our commitment to Shellbrook
and area.”

As Brittney Rosenberg, Lake Country
Co-op’s director of marketing and com-
munity relations, explains, the expansion
of the Shellbrook location was certainly
driven by need.

“Shellbrook and the surrounding area
have seen consistent growth over the

years, and our location at the junction has
always reflected that — it’s one of our bus-
iest sites,” she said.

“The original location served the com-
munity well for a long time, but it was clear
it was no longer keeping pace with the de-
mand we were seeing.”

While last Wednesday marked the
grand opening, the new location has been
serving customers since the spring and
Rosenberg says the feedback has been
overwhelmingly positive.

With construction complete, she says
the focus is on a adding a few finishing
touches to the new facility.

First announced in September 2024,
the expansion of the Shellbrook location
doubled the number of fuel pumps to eight
from four. And specifically for cardlock
customers, the location now boasts 24/7

access to restrooms and showers, provid-
ing comfort and convenience for travellers.

Meanwhile, the wine, spirit, and beer
portion of the convenience store received
a massive expansion to a full-scale 3,000
square foot retail outlet, complete with
a walk-in cooler, and is offering a mix of
local products, craft beer, and limited-edi-
tion products.

And for those who've worked up an ap-
petite during their road trips, the Subway
that was once in the C-store has moved to
its own more spacious building, and been
joined by Tim Hortons.

The expansion led to the hiring of 14
new employees, bringing the total team at
the location to 42 members.

At this time, Lake Country Co-op says
it’s not planning any further development
of the location.

Camping Season is

Finally Here!!!
Contact our office for all of your RV, Boat/Motor and
Cabin Insurance Coverages and Registrations!!!

Tow Free: 1.877.898.8248 (TaiT) Shellbrook <+ Canwood * Leask < www.taitinsurance.ca
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Debden ball teams bring home league banners

By JORDAN TWISS
Shellbrook Chronicle
Reporter

Under normal circum-
stances, a baseball team
has at least nine players to
cover all positions. But as
U13 Debden Expos coach
Norm Poirier learned
from his players this sea-
son, it can be more fun to
do things a little different-

ly.

From start to finish
Poirier’s U13 Expos had a
roster of just seven players
for the 2026 ball season.
While this would seem
like a disadvantage, the
players made the most of
it.

“We brought up kids to
play one game, and [the
kids said] they’d rather
have a small bench be-
cause then they bat more
and it’s more of a chal-
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lenge on the field,” Poirier
said.

With a “strong core” of
athletic players, the U13
Expos proved themselves
up to the challenge, go-
ing undefeated the whole
season to claim the Park-
land Minor Ball League’s
championship banner.

Poirier  credits the
team’s success to the play-
ers’ consistent willingness
to show up for every prac-

The U18 Debden Expos are league champions. Back row, left to right:
Coach Dyan Nordquist, Kade Bailey, Noah Poirier, Alex Poirier, Carter
Lafond, Jaxon Demers, Kaleb Gareau, Jacob Jean, Rebecca Schutte, Gi-
anna Jean, and coach Josh Nordquist. Front: “Little Mascot” Jens Nord-
quist, Brooke Nordquist, Avery Cyr, Hunter Anderson, Hayden Peterson,
and Jocelyn Lajeunesse.

tice and game, have fun,
and play their hardest.

“Everybody contribut-
ed, so it was a successful
season,” Poirier said. “We
talked about not being
able to win games without
being on the bat. Whether
the ball’'s placed perfect
in the strike zone or not,
you're swinging.”

While the U13 Expos
played the season down
two players, the U18 Deb-
den Expos started the
2026 ball season without
coaches until Dyan and
Josh Nordquist stepped
into the roles.

From the beginning,
Dyan says they saw poten-
tial and an eagerness to
play in the team.

“They got out on that
field and always strate-
gized to make good plays.
They were very encourag-
ing to each other,” Dyan
said, noting that the roster
mixed kids who don’t play
ball regularly with kids
who play provincial ball.

“Right from the begin-
ning, we didnt expect
them to win it all, but we
saw that they had great
growth and potential to
get there.”
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The U13 Debden Expos are league champions.
Pictured, left to right: Coach Shanna Dumais,
Kaleb Poirier (front left), Carson Dumais (front
right), Gabe Cyr, Kael Bick, Ford Cyr, Levi Jo-
nasson, Princessca Constant, and coach Norm
Poirier.

Where a lot of small-
town ball teams consist of

team. Buoyed by a duo of
“outstanding”  pitchers,

kids who've played togeth-
er most of their lives, the
U18 Expos were made up
of kids from Debden and
Canwood who didn’t nec-
essarily know each other
well.

But by week three of
the season, Dyan says,
the players started to
click and communicate
and learned to play as a

the team found its way to
the Parkland Minor Ball
League finals and claimed
the championship banner.

“We were very proud of
them,” Dyan said. “One of
our kids [Carter Lafond]
hit a grand slam way out
of the park, and he'd been
struggling all season to
get a hit on. It was abso-
lutely amazing.”

Knot wins SHSAA Merit Award

By JORDAN TWISS
Shellbrook Chronicle Reporter

Raised in Medstead, Greg Knot wasn’t sure what he
wanted to do after he completed Grade 12 and headed
off to the University of Saskatchewan. But thanks to a
number of strong teachers and a sister who pursued a
career in education, he eventually settled on teaching.

“I like working with the kids and helping them out,”
Knot said. “I'm really into athletics, and I find that car-
ries over into the building. The more you work with
them on the weekend, the easier it is to work with them
during the week and build those relationships.”

Knot’s career path briefly led him overseas to teach
in South Korea, before bringing him back to his home-
town of Medstead. He taught at Medstead Central
School for seven years before becoming its vice princi-
pal in 2018, and then principal later on.

Through these years, his passion for athletics hasn’t

The Village of Debden invites
applications for the Full-Time position of

VILLAGE FOREMAN

The successful applicant will be responsible for
the overall organization, day-to-day management,
operations and maintenance of our Public Works and
Utility Systems.

Experience in machinery operation/maintenance, road
maintenance and/or municipal water is a valuable
asset. For a full job description and qualifications,
please contact the Village Office at (306)724-2040 or
office@debden.ca. Information is also available on our
website debden.ca.

Resumes which include qualifications, references and
expected rate of pay can be submitted to Village of
Debden:

By mail: PO Box 400 Debden, Saskatchewan SOJ 0SO

By email: office@debden.ca
Or delivered to: #204 2™ Avenue East, Debden

Closing Date: July 8, or when suitable applicant
is selected.

Only candidates chosen for interviews will be contacted.

dampened, as he watched what his own children gained
through their involvement with sports.

“We travelled everywhere from Disney World for
cheer to out in B.C. for freestyle skiing to all over the
place for volleyball. I saw my kids get all of these op-
portunities, and I figured everybody’s kids deserves
those opportunities,” Knot said, noting that he and the
school’s students have been supported by the school’s
staff.

“People step up here when it’s time. I don’t know if
that’s true everywhere... but once you find it, you don’t
really want to leave it.”

While Knot considers it a whole school effort, his
own contributions to athletics at Medstead Central
School attracted the notice of his colleagues and the
Saskatchewan High School Athletics Association
(SHSAA), earning him the Merit Award — the organi-
zation’s highest honour.

The SHSAA Merit Award goes to individuals who
display outstanding leadership and service to the
SHSAA and to the promotion of high school athletics
in Saskatchewan, and have made outstanding contri-
butions to the total program of the SHSAA over a pe-
riod of time.

Celebrating Knot’s achievement in a Facebook post,
the school recognized his hours spent working with
students as a coach, as well as his work behind the
scenes to build facilities and raise funds for things like

NOTIFICATION OF PROPOSED TOWER REPLACEMENT

Access Communications Cooperative
Is proposing a 150ft (45.7m) self-supported structure
tower replacement at:
53.220698, -106.375029, in Shellbrook, SK
to be used to deliver fixed wireless high speed
internet services.

For details on this proposal, please visit:
https:/myaccess.ca/publicnotifications/
Comments or concerns can be addressed by July 25, 2026, to:
public.relations@myaccess.coop
or
SBH Public Consultation
Access Communications
826 57t St. E, Saskatoon, SK S7K 5Z1

a van to transport students safely.

Though Knot had an inkling he was in the running
for the award, due to his involvement with the SHSAA
board, he calls it a great honour to be recognized along-
side the past Merit Award winners who contributed so
much to high school athletics before him.

As he looks forward to the future and the end of his
career, Knot says his hope is that no one notices when
he’s gone.

“If you're missed so much, it means you didn’t build
anything when you were there,” he said. “Can you
build leaders? Can you build people who follow in what
you've [created]? If that’s the case, you've done a good
job. That’s the plan; that’s the hope.”

Medstead Central School principal Greg Knot
accepts the SHSAA Merit Award.
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By BEVRA FEE
Spiritwood Herald
Reporter

June 24 was a day
of  celebration at
Witchekan Lake First
Nation as 12 students
were celebrated as they
prepare to leave the K
to 8 school and contin-
ue their education at a
public high school in
the fall.

Opening with a grand
march, the ceremo-
ny saw the students

drummed in by their
school’s drum group
and led through the
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Kisikohk School honours Grade 8 grads

gloriously-decorated
gymnasium by three
traditional dancers.
Once the students were
seated on the stage, El-
der Barney Tipewan of-
fered an opening prayer
before Chief Raymon
Harris took the lead for
the day’s program.

Emceeing the grad-
uation bumped Chief
Harris’ business duties
for the day, “I was sup-
posed to be in a meet-
ing today, but I felt it
more important to be
part of this celebra-
tion of learning for our
youth.”

Grade 8 teacher Lauren Joseph presents the
Perfect Attendance and Diligence Awards to

Harvey Chamakese.

Grade 8 teacher Lauren Joseph presents Kallen

Witchekan with the Academics Award, while
Chief Raymon Harris announces students.

RCMP officer Carlin Thiessen presents the
RCMP Award to Kenyon Sakebow.

Helping to get the
acknowledgements
underway was Viola
Thomas, who holds the
WLFN Band’s Educa-
tion Portfolio. Follow-
ing remarks by Thom-
as, the Grade 8 teacher
took over to comment
on the group as a class
and to highlight some
of the moments and
achievements of the
group.  Emphasizing
the theme, “Stand by
Me,” Lauren Joseph
spoke about the stu-
dents’ respect, kindness
and care for others.

“There is no compari-
son to Kisikohk School.
We have Elders who
lead not only in the
community but also in
our school,” she said.

Joseph also thanked
all those who helped
throughout the year
and those who helped
to set up for graduation
and prepare the cele-
bration dinner.

Elder George Jim
then spoke to the stu-
dents with inspiration-
al words about the fu-
ture, and emphasized
his belief in living a life
with sobriety and cour-
age in order to realize a
bright path forward.

Valedictorian Kallen
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Traditional dancers led the students through the grand march.

Witchekan said, “We
have learned that suc-
cess is not about be-
ing perfect, it is about
showing up. The les-
sons we have learned
here — kindness, per-
severance, responsibil-
ity and respect — will
guide us wherever we

”»

go.

When asked about
his feelings on leav-
ing Kisikohk School,
Witchekan noted that
he is excited to move on
to high school, “I have
been happy here, but I
can’t wait to see where
I am going to go!”

Elder George Jim addresses the students.

B
UPCOMING SALE

SAT., JULY 11 - 10:00 am - Bruce and Cathy Reinhart:
Farm Equipment, Shop Equipment & Tools - Medstead, SK

TEAM

Check our website theauctionactionteam.ca or
Facebook for more detailed listings.

Contact Kelly Schneider @ 306-386-7110
for more information!

BOECHLER-SCHIRA AUCTIONEERING

Prov. Lic. #335992

Box 174, Medstead, SK

www.theauctionactionteam.ca

Witchekan plans a fu-
ture in animation, but
for the time being he is
focused on “having fun
with my friends.”

When the time came
for awards to be handed
out, Harvey Chamakese
received awards for
Perfect Attendance and
for Diligence, while
Kallen Witchekan re-
ceived the Academics
Award. Kenyon Sake-
bow was the recipient
of the RCMP Award,
presented by Carlin
Thiessen of the Spirit-
wood Detachment.

The students present-
ed gifts to their parents,
which was followed by
a popular slide show
of memories of all 12
students through the
years. Once the stu-
dents were drummed
out, the atmosphere re-
laxed only long enough

for a full-course turkey
and ham dinner to be
rolled out for everyone
on hand.

Among the guests
was Doug Drover from
the Living Sky School
Division, who was at-
tending to show sup-
port for the families
who will be sending
their Grade 8 students
into Spiritwood High
School for Grade 9 in
the beginning of the
2026/27 school year.

Kisikohk School’s
Class of 2026 is:
Rashaun Bird, My-
racle Brass, Harvey
Chamakese, Kasha
Chamakese, Steven
Jr.  Gamble, Kobe
Lachance, Gabriella
Morin, Ezerla Sake-
bow, Kenyon Sakebow,
Shaylee Sakebow, Trin-
ity Scott, and Kallen
Witchekan.

VILLAGE OF LEOVILLE

CALL FOR BIDS: MORIN CRES SERVICING

Construct.

Construct;

in submissions.

the following address:

Norma Stumborg, CAO

The Village of Leoville is accepting bids on extending
sewer and water services on lots on Morin Crescent on the
north end of Leoville, SK. Six (6) of the lots receive sewer
servicing and two (2) of the lots receive water services as
outlined in the Water Security Agency (WSA) Permit to

The Work generally consists of:
e Extension of water service line 51.63 meters with 1
hydrant, 2 water tie-ins and 2 isolation valves;
e Extension of sewer service line 166.15 meters with 2
manholes, and 6 sewer tie-ins;
e The work must be done to Provincial Engineering
Standards and according to the WSA Permits to

e Returning the site to its original state and seeding
grass on the boulevards is required.

There will be an onsite viewing on Monday, July 6t at 1:00
PM CST to meet with the Foreman and ask questions. If
you cannot make the onsite meeting, questions may be
submitted to: leoville@sasktel.net by July 9t, 2026 at 12:00
Noon. A written response will be sent to all those who sent

Submit electronic PDF copies of Bids with the subject line
“BID-Morin Cres Servicing-Leoville” in the subject line to:
leoville@sasktel.net by July 24, 2026 at 12:00 NOON CST.
Bids must include three (3) references from similar type
construction projects. Hardcopy bids are also accepted at

The Village of Leoville
Attn: Norma Stumborg, Chief Administrative Officer
Box 280-22 Main Street
Leoville, Saskatchewan
S0J 1INO

Deadline for Bids: July 24, 2026 at 12:00 NOON CST
Lowest tender not necessarily accepted.
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Sask Party can’t duck
wildfire accountability

Last week, for the second
time in the month of June,
the Sask Party government
was taken to task over
its handling of the 2025
wildfires that partially de-
stroyed the northern village
of Denare Beach and led to
the evacuation of more than

Sharon Pratchler says her
office received more than
380 complaints.

In a report published in
April, Ms. Pratchler ulti-
mately found that the SPSA
failed to respond in a time-
ly fashion to many wildfire
evacuees, leaving many

10,000 people from their JORDAN without supports to buy
communities. 1 food or pay for shelter.

The 2025 wildfire season While this is well known
was the second worst on re- ~ and documented, the two
cord for the province, as 514 News Editor = reports published in June —

fires burned through 2.9
million hectares (an area a
bit smaller than Vancouver Island).

Though the cool, wet start to sum-
mer means this year’s wildfire situ-
ation is unlikely to reach such cata-
strophic levels, it’s also far from the
norm in the last five years.

Rather than welcoming this sum-
mer as a reprieve and becoming com-
placent, it’s vital for the Sask Party
government to take the opportunity
to ensure its agencies, including the
Saskatchewan Public Safety Agen-
cy (SPSA), are properly prepared for
when (not if) the next serious wildfire
season strikes.

Criticism to the Sask Party govern-
ment’s response to the 2025 wildfires
is nothing new.

The government’s slow, flat-footed
response to the wildfires earned it re-
bukes from all sides, who noted that
those impacted by the fires that rav-
aged northern Saskatchewan were of-
ten left without adequate supports or
clear communication.

In addition to leaving wildfire evac-
uees in the lurch, the SPSA faced ques-
tions about why half of its air tanker
fleet was grounded at times, and why
it hadn’t even made use of its new air
tanker.

For its part, the government at-
tributed these shortfalls to unex-
pected maintenance, and shortages
of qualified pilots and qualified and
experienced aircraft maintenance en-
gineers.

Over the course of two investiga-
tions into the government’s response
to last year’s wildfires and evacua-
tions, Saskatchewan Ombudsman

an independent review con-

ducted by MNP and an in-
vestigation by Provincial Auditor Tara
Clemett — add to the existing body of
evidence with the benefit of objectivi-
ty and hindsight.

The picture these reports paint is far
from positive.

Between Oct. 28, 2025, and March
24, 2026, at the behest of the SPSA,
MNP received 1,388 responses to a
public survey and 145 responses to
an SPSA staff survey, held 23 focus
groups, and conducted 66 interviews
to get the full picture of the 2025 wild-
fire crisis.

Through this engagement, MNP
identified significant gaps in the SP-
SA’s prevention and mitigation strat-
egy and its overall wildfire and emer-
gency preparedness.

MNP also found limited evidence to
suggest the SPSA’s response and evac-
uation assessment aligned with its es-
tablished procedures, and noted that
the agency didn’t have a provincial re-
covery strategy in place at the start of
the season.

Based on this, MNP made 11 rec-
ommendations for the province to
improve its wildfire response, includ-
ing: “clarifying mandates and gover-
nance, enhancing coordination and
capability across communities and
government, modernizing tools and
processes, and supporting workforce
wellbeing.”

Corroborating and building upon
MNP’s findings, the provincial auditor
found that the SPSA “has not deter-
mined optimal requirements ahead of
each wildfire season, increasing costs
and reliance on contracted resources,”
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IF WE PLAY THIS RIGHT,

MARTHA, WE MIGHT HAVE

ENOUGH TO RETIRE
AFTER ALL.
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JUST REMEMBER, HENRY,
DON'T LET ON WE KNOW
EACH OTHER.

and that it “neither assesses costs nor
consistently tracks when contracted
resources are requested and received.”

Based on her findings, the auditor
recommends the SPSA develop robust
resource plans for wildfire response,
prepare its budget based on these
plans and include all expected costs
(since 2023, the SPSA has exceeded
its budget by $70 million), and work
with at-risk communities to ensure
they have wildfire preparedness plans
in place.

For its part, the Sask Party govern-
ment has already promised immedi-
ate action on MNP’s 11 recommenda-
tions.

This includes establishing a
FireSmart Grant Program that gives
communities up to $40,000 to obtain
their FireSmart designation, review-
ing the SPSA’s structure, enhancing
inventory management systems, and
improving internal communication as
well as communication and collabora-
tion with local communities.

“We’ve answered the MNP report,
and I think those answers very strong-
ly address many of the concerns that
were brought forward by the auditor
with respect to the SPSA,” Premier
Scott Moe said in a scrum with report-
ers last week.

“The fact that we need to do better
in organizing, the SPSA needs to do
better in organizing for each and ev-

ery fire season. They need to do better
when it comes to communicating and
working shoulder to shoulder with
communities in keeping our homes
safe.”

On the surface, this sounds like the
type of accountability and change Mr.
Moe promised after his government
won another mandate in the 2024
provincial election.

But suggesting it’s just the SPSA
that needs to “regroup and do better
with organization and communica-
tion going into wildfire seasons,” as if
the SPSA is an agency completely sep-
arate from government, feels a bit like
passing the buck.

The SPSA is not an independent or-
ganization or a private entity.

As a Treasury Board Crown Corpo-
ration, it’s governed by provincial leg-
islation and its board is chaired by the
Minister of Community Safety and
entirely made up of government cab-
inet ministers.

In short, Mr. Moe’s government has
no excuse for not knowing everything
going on at the SPSA, and for failing
to ensure it’s adequately equipped and
funded.

Devastating wildfire seasons should
no longer be a surprise to anyone in
Saskatchewan. Responsibility for
handling them, and keeping people
and communities safe, begins at the
top.
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By JORDAN TWISS
Shellbrook Chronicle
Reporter

With another school
year coming to a close,
proud parents, siblings,
teachers, and commu-
nity members gathered
at Blaine Lake Compos-
ite School on Friday,
June 19, to celebrate
the 10 graduates in the
school’s Class of 2026.

Though this year’s
graduating class didn’t
settle on a traditional
theme, principal Jessi-
ca Barrington says the
overall tone of the cer-
emony was about living
each day, learning as
much as possible, and
being true to yourself.

“All of our grads are
coming from different
places and heading in
different  directions,”
Barrington said. “Each
one of those journeys is
as valid as the next.”

MCed by teachers
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Blaine Lake toasts Class of 2026
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Blaine Lake’s Class of 2026. From left to right: Ryker Painchaud, Atticus Caplette, Denelle Grey-
eyes, Dakota Skwark, Taylin Carifelle, Dalyn Wuttunee, Kale Roberts, Khylin Pinay-Ledoux, Fe-
licia Arcand, and Grady Coates.

Chenille Brandt and
Stephen Fritz, the grad-
uation ceremony kicked
off with a land acknowl-
edgement from gradu-
ate Kale Roberts and O
Canada sung by Tanys
Sherstobetoff.

After this it was time

Principal Jessica Barrington visits with gradu-
ate Dalyn Wuttunee.

for speeches, with
words from Prairie
Spirit  School Divi-

sion trustees Kimberly
Greyeyes (also a proud
grandparent of a gradu-
ate) and Wendy Friesen,
principal Barrington,
valedictorian Kale Rob-
erts, and the class’s
special guest speaker,
educational assistant

Lindsay Chmil, who
has known some of the
graduates since their
preschool days.

“She also has children
in the school, so she
knows them as a staff
member but also as a
community member,”
Barrington said. “That
closeness of community
and tight bonds and re-

Graduate Taylin Carifelle visits with special
guest speaker Lindsay Chmil.

Affinity supports Leask seniors
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On Wednesday, June 24, Affinity Credit Union’s Crystal Schmitz and Brittney Autet presented a
$2,000 cheque to the Leask Happy Homesteaders at their wind-up BBQ supper. The funds will be
used to complete floor maintenance at the Leask Senior’s Centre. The floor looks fabulous. The
supper was a great success and enjoyed by all. By MARGIE MONUS, Submitted

lationships was a really
nice theme throughout
the speeches.”

The ceremony also
included the traditional
presentation of scrolls
and awarding of bur-
saries, including the
Bison Adversity Bursa-
ry, and the Bison Busi-
ness and Innovation
Bursary, both of which
are exclusive to Blaine
Lake Composite School
and are worth $2,500.
The adversity bursary
went to Kale Roberts,
while the business and
innovation bursary was
awarded to Dakota Sk-
wark.

New to this year’s cer-
emony was a segment
called Little Dreams Big
Dreams, during which
each of the grads took
a moment to stand up
with the mic and share
what they dreamed of
being when they were

little, and their current
dreams as they’re grad-
uating.

Each of the grads also
shared a few words of
gratitude to the school’s
staff and their families.

As the Class of 2026
readies for its next
chapter, Barrington
says she’ll remember
this year’s graduates for
their unique and dis-
tinct personalities.

“When we have stu-
dents who come from
different places, who
believe different things,
or walk different paths
in life, that makes us a
stronger school.”

Quoting Michael J.
Fox’s A Funny Thing
Happened on the Way
to the Future, Bar-
rington urges the grad-
uates not to lose who
they are and enjoy the
ride.

“As you leave BLCS,
and begin this im-
portant transition, try
not to focus on losing
yourselves, or finding
yourselves - just enjoy
yourselves and, as often
as you can, learn some-
thing. Wherever you
go, bring your curiosi-
ty, your kindness, your
resilience, your sense
of humour. Just bring
yourself!”

Blaine Lake’s Class
of 2026 is: Felicia Ar-
cand, Atticus Caplette,
Taylin Carifelle, Grady
Coates, Denelle Grey-
eyes, Ryker Painchaud,
Khylin Pinay-Ledoux,
Kale Roberts, Dako-
ta Skwark, and Dalyn
Wauttunee.

() COMMISSIONAIRES

TRUSTED - EVERYOAY

EVERYWHERE

WE ARE HIRING!

re-employment

days or hours.

Who are the Commiissionaires?

We are the only not-for-profit security company
in Canada. We have the social mandate of the
of Veterans
are Military or RCMP), as well as anyone else
interested in serving their community.

RCMP Guard responsibilities are:

Monitor all prisoners to enure their security
and well being. Observe and check prisoners
frequently and irregularly. Assist RCMP member,
when required, to search prisoners. Organize
meals, record prisoner activity and maintain a
prisoner activity logbook. Maintain cleanliness
and tidiness of cells when vacated or arrange
janitorial assistance. Ensure all personal effects
removed from prisoners are properly secured.
Monitor fire safety and be fully conversant with
fire orders. Handle and dispense laundry items.
Other duties as assisgned by the detachment
Officers. This is an on-call position with no set

Payrate: $20.68 per hour

(whether they

To apply, please go to the Shellbrook or
Ahtahkakoop RCMP detachment for further

instruction and information. Only those selected
for an interview will be contacted.

We are an equal opportunity employer.
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Spiritwood Lions support high school track & field

By BEVRA FEE
Spiritwood Herald Reporter

The Spiritwood & District Lions
Club has selected their most recent
winner of $800 awarded from their
Sask Lotteries account. As a Partici-
pating Non-Profit Community Group
(PNPCG), the Spiritwood Lions re-
ceive funding from Sask Lotteries for

disbursement to a worthy applicant
in the community. This money is al-
located twice per year based on open
submissions as advertised locally.
At their summer windup, the panel
of guests and Lions were tasked with
narrowing down the field from sev-
en submissions received to the one
winner — Spiritwood High School’s
track & field rehabilitation project.

The Spiritwood Lions recently donated $800 to Spiritwood High School’s
track & field project. Pictured, left to right: Liv Slater, Lion Megan Al-
lard, Mikayla Tkachuk, and Drew Haggarty.

Want to support your
community newspaper but don’t
have anything to advertise?

Sign up for our new
voluntary subscription for just

$5/month + st

For more information or to register,
please contact our office:

P: 306-747-2442 | E: chads@sbchron.com

The Chronicle & Herald will still be picked up from community
pick-up bins as usual and will remain free for non-subscribers.

Shellbrook Chronicle
& Spiritivood Herald

The upgrades to the track and the
jumping pit were outlined in the
application from Spiritwood High
School’s student leadership council,
“We are grateful to have received
this generous grant from the Lions
Club. The money will be used to re-
store our school’s track and jumping
pits.

“These improvements will provide
a safer and higher-quality facility for
students, athletes, and the commu-
nity. The restored track and field ar-

eas will enhance physical education
classes, training, and competitions
while encouraging more students to
stay active and participate in ath-
letics. We sincerely appreciate the
Lions Club’s support and investment
in our school and community. We
have already started working on our
jumping pits by digging out the old
sand and fill, and reboxing the pits.
We levelled and belted the runways
as well. Next up is the track,” reports
Brock Fry.

Sask. partners on Prince
Albert urgent care centre

By MINISTRY
OF HEALTH
Submitted

The Government
of Saskatchewan has
signed a Memoran-
dum of Understanding
(MOU) with Big River
First Nation (BRFN)
and Montreal Lake Cree
Nation (MLCN) to ad-
vance the development
of a new Urgent Care
Centre (UCC) in Prince
Albert. This UCC will
offer residents of Prince
Albert and the northern
part of our province an
alternative to emer-
gency departments for
illnesses and urgent in-
juries that are not life
threatening, as well as
mental health supports.

“We are very pleased
to enter into this part-
nership with Big River
First Nation and Mon-
treal Lake Cree Nation
to advance planning for
the new Urgent Care
Centre in Prince Al-
bert,” Health Minister
Jeremy Cockrill said.
“We are proud to work
with our Indigenous
partners to put patients
first by enhancing ac-
cess to healthcare ser-
vices for patients and
families in Prince Al-
bert and northern Sas-

katchewan.”
“This is a milestone
for our Nation — we

are proud to partner in
building better health
care in Prince Albert
and advancing BRFN
EDC’s economic sover-
eignty,” Big River First
Nation Chief and Big
River First Nation’s
Economic Development
Corporation President
Jonathan Bear said.
“Owning the land and
facility secures lasting
benefits for our people
while supporting the
province’s Patients First
program — a true win-

win. We are honoured
by this partnership and
excited for the innova-
tion and lasting benefits
it will bring.”

Under the MOU, the
government and BRFN
and MLCN will collab-
orate on the next steps
for the delivery of the
UCC in Prince Albert.

“This Memorandum
of Understanding rep-
resents an important
step forward in deliver-
ing modern, accessible
health  infrastructure
for Prince Albert and
northern  Saskatche-
wan,” SaskBuilds and
Procurement Minis-
ter Sean Wilson said.
“Through collaboration
with Big River First Na-
tion and Montreal Lake
Cree Nation, this agree-
ment is an important
milestone in the plan-
ning and development
process.”

The MOU is a first step
in establishing the part-
nership. As the project
planning  progresses,
subsequent  partner-
ship agreements may
be negotiated between
government, BRFN and
MLCN.

“This initiative is
about improving ac-
cess to care and creat-
ing better outcomes for
people throughout the
Prince Albert region,
particularly in the ar-
eas of mental health
and addictions,” Mon-
treal Lake Cree Nation
Chief Joyce McLeod
said. “Montreal Lake
Cree Nation is proud to
be a partner in a project
that will bring essen-
tial health care services
closer to our communi-
ties while creating long-
term economic oppor-
tunities for our Nation.
By working together, we
are building a stronger,
healthier future and en-
suring that individuals

and families have ac-
cess to the support they
need, when they need it
most.”

When complete, the
UCC will provide en-
hanced access for resi-
dents of Prince Albert
and the northern part
of our province to qual-
ity patient care for an
illness or injury that
requires urgent atten-
tion. The centre will of-
fer treatment for minor
illness, injuries, men-
tal health and addic-
tion supports, that are
non-life-threatening but
typically require urgent
same day treatment.

“The  Saskatchewan
Health Authority looks
forward to collabo-
rating in partnership
with the Government
of Saskatchewan, Big
River First Nation and
Montreal Lake Cree Na-
tion to advance this key
project,” Saskatchewan
Health Authority (SHA)
Integrated  Northern
Health Vice President
Julia Pemberton said.
“Once open, an Urgent
Care Centre will provide
residents of Prince Al-
bert and northern Sas-
katchewan with another
option for timely, appro-
priate same-day care
from multi-disciplinary
teams in one location.”

The Prince Albert
UCC is one of five cen-
tres advancing in plan-
ning as part of the gov-
ernment’s $4.3 billion
2026-27 Capital Plan,
with additional centres
in Saskatoon, Regina,
Moose Jaw and North
Battleford also pro-
gressing to expand ac-
cess to non-emergency,
same-day health ser-
vices across the prov-
ince. The Regina UCC
opened in July 2024,
while construction con-
tinues on the Saskatoon
UCC.
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CUSMA, the trilateral
free trade agreement,
has been the guiding
document for trade
between Canada, the
U.S., and Mexico since
it came into force on
July 1, 2020, officially
replacing the 26-year-
old North American
Free Trade Agreement
(NAFTA).

The  long-standing
agreement basical-
ly serves as the eco-
nomic foundation of
North American trade,
enabling tariff-free
movement of qualify-
ing goods between the
three nations.

While not without its
challenges, CUSMA has
worked relatively well

www.shellbrookchronicle.com | www.spiritwoodherald.com

CUSMA negotiations shrouded in uncertainty

to smooth trade rela-
tions.

But that does not
mean the upcoming re-
view will be smooth.

In fact, the negoti-
ations are likely to be
contentious at Dbest,
disruptive for sure, and
any deal that is reached
might be a shadow of
the current deal, and
that will all be thanks
to the most disruptive
force on the continent
and probably the world
today, U.S. president
Donald Trump.

When it comes to
trade, Trump might
best be described as a
“playground bully” who
tosses tariffs like they
are dodgeballs, not re-

CALVIN
DANIELS

~

ally caring what dam-
age they do, but relish-
ing in the act of being
the meanest kid on the
block.

That in itself is bad
enough, but Trump is
also a short-sighted bul-
ly, and he lost his glass-
es. He really doesnt
see — or perhaps more
accurately he doesn’t

care — that in terms of
trade, tariffs are hurt-
ing Americans too.

Not surprisingly,
Trump is already stir-
ring the pot.

According to a re-
peated Reuters report,
Trump said recently,
“I'd rather not have the
agreement, but I may
sign it.

“We do better as a
country if we don’t have
an agreement.”

Of course, Trump’s
track record in terms
of business acumen is
spotty at best. Looking
across any portfolio you
wish during his term
in the oval office shows
presidential decisions
which seem to make
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sense only to him.

That said, Trump will
influence the CUSMA
review discussions if
not directly at the table,
certainly through the
rhetoric he will offer in
sound bites and social
media rants, and that
means choppy waters
for the three nations to
negotiate.

It does seem like many
American economic
sectors appreciate the
benefits of CUSMA.
Usually big business
has influence in most
things it takes an inter-
est in, so that suggests
more reasonable heads
than the president will
ultimately win out in
the re-negotiation.

If that does transpire,
a version of CUSMA
will emerge.

However, it may not
be as good a deal for
Canada and Mexico as
we have today.

The issue with the
three-nation deal from
Canadian and Mexican
perspectives has al-
ways been getting into a
trade deal with a giant.
When the giant rolls
over they tend to hog
the blankets.

Now with Trump in
the mix, he wants not
just the blankets but
believes if he forces his
partners to sleep on the
street it will be good for
his ego, if not his na-
tion.

June 16 to 22

By MINISTRY
OF AGRICULTURE
Submitted

Seeding in Saskatchewan is nearly
finished with 99 per cent completed.
Attention has shifted to in season ac-
tivities, including haying operations,
herbicide applications and monitor-
ing for pests and diseases.

Over the past week, most regions
in the province received significant
rainfall. While these rains were wel-
comed in some areas, excessive pre-
cipitation in others has led to satu-
rated fields. Combined with periodic
high winds, these conditions have
delayed in-crop spraying operations
in several regions.

The Foam Lake area recorded the
highest rainfall at 110 millimetres
(mm), followed by Hillsborough with
77 mm. Both Elfros and Lacadena
reported 68 mm of rainfall.

Rainfall significantly increased
topsoil moisture, with surplus con-
ditions increasing in most areas.

Cool and cloudy conditions slowed
crop development. While most crops
are reported to be developing at a
normal pace, a notable portion is be-
hind the expected stages of develop-
ment for this time of year.

Provincially, three per cent of nor-
mally-seeded acreage went unseed-
ed this spring due to excess mois-
ture. Of the seeded acres this spring,
three per cent is flooded and unlike-
ly to produce a crop. Similarly, three
per cent of forage crops have excess
moisture and are unlikely to produce
a crop while two per cent of pas-
tureland is not accessible or is unus-
able. In areas experiencing reduced
moisture, two per cent of the seeded
acreage this spring in the province is
affected. Five per cent of the forage
crops may have yields significantly
impacted, while five per cent of pas-

Crop Report:

tures may have reduced carrying ca-
pacity.

For producers with a Crop Insur-
ance contract, acres which remained
unseeded as of June 20 due to exces-
sive spring moisture may be eligible
for an Unseeded Acreage claim, with
considerations for the following cru-
cial deadlines and information:

 July 3 or later: No longer eligi-
ble to submit Unseeded Acreage
claims.

« Acres seeded to an uninsured
crop after June 20 do not affect
Unseeded Acreage claims.

« No liability is accepted for crops
seeded after June 20. Greenfeed
is an exception, with a seeding
deadline of June 30.

+ Acres seeded between June 20
to June 30 to an insured green-
feed crop are insured as green-
feed and are not eligible for an
Unseeded Acreage claim.

More information can be found on
Saskatchewan Crop Insurance Cor-
poration’s website. If you have ques-
tions, call SCIC at 1-888-935-0000.

The significant rainfall received
across most areas of the province
has been beneficial for livestock wa-
ter supplies. Provincially, four per
cent of livestock water sources are
currently rated as moderately short.
Meanwhile, nine per cent are antici-
pated to become short over the next
couple of months, while the majority,
87 per cent, are expected to remain
adequate for the foreseeable future.

Various causes of crop damage
were reported over the past week.
Excess moisture remains the prima-
ry concern and is causing minor to
moderate damage in most regions,
with a few localized areas reporting
severe impacts. In addition, moder-
ate to severe damage from gophers
and strong winds has been noted.
Hail caused minor to moderate dam-

age in some isolated areas. Flea bee-
tles continue to persist, with moder-
ate levels of damage reported, while
minor damage from cutworms has
also been observed.

In the coming weeks, producers are
hoping for favourable weather con-
ditions to support crop growth and
allow for the completion of spraying

operations.

Producers are reminded to keep
safety top of mind while working.
For any crop or livestock questions,
producers can call the Agriculture
Knowledge Centre, toll free at 1-866-
457-2377.

A complete, printable version of
the Crop Report is available online.

INTENT
The proposed bylaws will:

AFFECTED LAND
The affected land is legally described as follows:

TOWN OF SHELLBROOK

PUBLIC NOTICE

Public notice is hereby given that the Council of the Town of Shellbrook intends to adopt bylaws under The Planning and Development
Act, 2007 to amend Bylaw No. 2012-06 known as the Official Community Plan and Bylaw No. 2018-01 known as the Zoning Bylaw.

«  Redesignate lands described below and shown on Maps A & B from Commercial to Residential;

« Rezone lands described below and shown on Map A from C1 — Downtown Commercial to R1 — Low Density Residential;

« Rezone lands described below and shown on Map B from C1 — Downtown Commercial to R2 — Medium Density Residential; and
« Rezone lands described below and shown on Map C from M — Industrial and (2 — Highway Commercial to M — Industrial.

« Lot 1A, Block 13, Plan No. 102478743 as shown within the bold dashed line on Map A;
« Lot 5, Block 13, Plan No. U390 as shown within the bold dashed line on Map B; and
«Aportion of Parcel L1, Plan No. 10227945 as shown within the bold dashed line on Map C.

The reasons for the amendments are:

«To correct a zoning error;
«To provide for the development of a closed lane.

PUBLIC INSPECTION

PUBLIC HEARING

Issued at the Town of Shellbrook this 12 Day of June, 2026
Signed: Sigourney 0'Halligan

8 8 8
W] o B JIT: __- " | 5
] = i:r_j T, | ._, :?___'.I - i
: ; - | I —
L O L
1
Map A Map B Map C
REASON

« To provide for the development of medium density residential;

Any person may inspect the bylaw at the municipal office located at 71 Main Street, Shellbrook, SK, Monday to Friday between the
hours of 8:30 am and 4:00 pm, excluding statutory holidays. Copies are available at a cost.

Council will hold a public hearing on July 13%, 2026 at 5:00 pm at the town office located at 71 Main Street, Shellbrook, SK to hear any
person or group that wants to comment on the proposed bylaw. Council will also consider written comments received at the hearing
or delivered to the undersigned at the municipal office before the hearing.
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Academic achievement recognized at W.P. Sandin

By JORDAN TWISS
Shellbrook Chronicle
Reporter

The staff, students, and
proud parents of W.P. Sandin
High School gathered in the
school’s gymnasium on Mon-
day, June 22, for the presen-
tation of the winners of this
year’s academic awards and
scholarships.

MCed by students Emmy
Ledding and Marie-Annette
Aghedo, the celebration of the
academic achievements of the
Grades 6 through 12 students
began with the presentation
of individual course awards
and recognition of students
who made the honour roll (an
average between 80 and 89),
honour roll with distinction
(an average between 90 and
94), and honour roll with
great distinction (an average
of 95+).

Keeping the focus on more
than just test scores, the
awards presentations also in-
cluded the return of the heart
and grit awards, which were
first introduced for students
from Grade 6 through Grade
12 in 2020.

The Heart awards are
presented to students who
demonstrate kindness, re-

spect, and empathy for their
peers and teachers. Mean-
while, the Grit awards are giv-
en to students who show per-

Principal Tyler Kuzma presents the Senior Stu-
dent of the Year Award to Ayli Schatkoske.

Students who attained the honour roll with great distinction (95+ average). From left
to right: Emmy Ledding, Kayla Klaassen, June Robin, Kendall Skauge, Brooklyn Klaas-
sen, Adison Kyliuk, and Sara Verbonac.

severance and determination,
and approach school with a
positive attitude. Meanwhile,
on the academic side, there
were the standard awards for
each subject from Grade 9
upwards, as well as proficien-
cy awards for the student in
Grades 6 through 12 with the
highest academic average.

The Grade 6 heart, grit, and
proficiency awards, start-
ed off the evening. Meadow
Williams received the Heart
Award, while Claire Lauder
earned the Grit Award, and
Aubrielle Booth and Everly
Brown were presented with
the Proficiency Award.

do.

The Grade 7 presentation
saw Amaya Archibald re-
ceive the Heart Award, Ken-
islee Nahorniak earn the Grit
Award, and Tayler Camer-
on awarded the Proficiency
Award.

Up next, the Grade 8 Heart,
Grit, and Proficiency Awards
went to Emma Lauder, Addy
Knaus, and Marie-Annette
Aghedo and Gwyn Phan, re-
spectively.

At the Grade 9 level, the
Heart Award went to Kyra
Parsons, the Grit Award was
won by Gavin Smart, and
Kayla Klaassen earned the
Proficiency award.

Principal Tyler Kuzma presents the Junior Stu-
dent of the Year Award to Marie-Annette Aghe-

Among Grade 10s, the
Heart Award went to Weston
Nelson, the Grit Award to
Josh Collins, and the Profi-
ciency Award to June Robin.

For Grade 11 students, the
Heart Award was presented
to Kendall Skauge, the Grit
Award went to Kroft Stieb,
and the Proficiency Award to
Emmy Ledding.

Finally, the Grade 12 Heart
Award went to Alex Kartes,
the Grit Award was presented
to Emersyn Nahorniak and
Sara Verbonac, and Adison
Kyliuk won the Proficiency
Award, also called the Marie
Nesdoly Memorial Trophy.

Henderson.

Bill Simington presents the 4oth annual Bil-
ly Simington Memorial Scholarship to Wyatt

In addition to these unique
honours, the school also
names a junior and senior
student of the year. Ma-
rie-Annette Aghedo received
the junior honour, with the
senior award going to Ayli
Schatkoske.

Aside from the academic
awards, W.P. Sandin’s stu-
dents were also the recipients
of scholarships, bursaries,
and other awards. These were
presented as follows:

Heart of the Community:
Airionna McQuillan

Affinity For Community:
Kyleigh Schmalz

PAATA Scholarship: Matt
Muller

Opening Doors to Tomor-
row Bursary: Brooklyn Klaas-
sen

Sask. Youth Apprenticeship
Scholarship: Ayston Aiken,
Dustin Lamontagne

Billy Simington Scholar-
ship: Wyatt Henderson

Grant Sommerfeld Scholar-
ship: Xander Dupuis

Darrel Martin Scholarship:
Lane Keyowski

Vance Tait
Aiden Tait

Royal Purple Scholarship:
Hayley Van Hereweghe

Lake Country Co-op Schol-
arship: Sara Verbonac

Governor General 2025:
Marcail Philp

Governor General 2026:
Adison Kyliuk

Scholarship:

Melissa Moe presents the Heart of the Commu-
nity Award to Airionna McQuillan.

Scott Galloway presents the Vance Tait Memo-
rial Scholarship to Aiden Tait.

Principal Tyler Kuzma presents the 2026 Gov-

ernor General Award to Adison Kyliuk.
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W.P. Sandin honours athletic achievement

By JORDAN TWISS
Shellbrook Chronicle
Reporter

Capping off a 2024-2025
school year in which its student
athletes won championship
banners and medals in multi-
ple sports and at many levels of
competition, W.P. Sandin High
School celebrated the extracur-
ricular feats of its students at an
athletics awards ceremony held
in the jam-packed school gym
on Monday, June 22.

The ceremony, MCed by stu-
dents Emmy Ledding and Ma-
rie-Annette Aghedo, saw more
than 40 awards and recogni-
tions handed out to students
across different sporting cat-
egories, including golf, volley-
ball, cross-country, basketball,
curling, badminton, track and
field, and football.

There were also awards for
clubs — such as Model UN, dra-
ma — and the Aardvark Awards,
as well as girls’and boys’ athlete
of the year awards at both the
junior and senior levels.

Cross-country got the awards
presentation started, with MVP
awards going to Madisyn Ver-
bonac for junior girls and Har-
rison Shindle for junior boys.

Golf was up next, and the
senior girls MVP award went
to Emmy Ledding, while Matt
Muller and Dalen Thiel shared

Weston Nelson (second from left) and Zander Archibald accept the senior Aardvark
award from Rhonda Berezowski and Kelly Herndier.

the senior boys award.

In the football awards, Matt
Muller was recognized a the
Most Versatile Player, while
Hunter Smith was named
Lineman of the Year, and Axel
Nordquist and Carson Nor-
din shared Rookie of the Year
honours. Additionally, Davin
Schmitz earned the Heart and
Soul award, and quarterback
Aiden Tait was named team
MVP.

For volleyball awards, Ama-
ya Archibald got things started
with the Grade 6/7 girls MVP
award, followed by Jayden Nel-
son receiving the Grade 7/8

girls MVP award, and Oscar
Lavoie earning the Grade 6/7/8
MVP award.

Elsewhere, Brooklyn Ander-
son was the Grade 9/10 girls
MVP, Adison Kyliuk won Most
Dedicated Player for the senior
girls, Emersyn Nahorniak won
the senior girls Leadership
award, and Brooklyn Klaassen
was named senior girls MVP.

On to curling, the junior girls
MVP honours were shared by
Jacey Keyowski and Marie-An-
nette Aghedo, while Jonah
Sumners won the junior boys
honour. For senior curlers, Bel-
la Ledding was the girls’ MVP

Amaya Archibald accepts the junior Aardvark
Xander Dupuis accepts the senior boys Athlete award from Rhonda Berezowski (left) and Kel-

of the Year award from Devon Thorpe. ly Herndier (right).

and Zander Archibald won for
the boys.

In basketball, Beckett Hor-
ricks got things started with the
MVP award for the Grade 6/7
boys team, while Everly Brown
was MVP for the Grade 6/7
girls team, Bohdan Dunay was
named Grade 7/8 boys MVP,
and Marie-Annette Aghedo
was the Grade 8 girls MVP.

Among  senior  athletes,
Ayston Aiken earned the boys’
Leadership award, Xander Du-
puis was named boys’ MVP,
Ayli Schatkoske won the girls’
Leadership award, and Kyleigh
Schmalz was named girls' MVP.

Flipping to badminton, Gwyn
Phan and Jayden Nelsen shared
junior girls MVP honours,
while Dallan Kasner was the ju-
nior boys MVP. For senior ath-
letes, Brielle Nahorniak and Sa-
mantha Kennedy were the girls’
MVPs and Xander Dupuis won
the boys MVP award.

Concluding the individual
sports awards with track and
field, Annika Horricks and Ma-
rie-Annette Aghedo shared the
junior girls MVP award and
Hunter Smith was the senior
boys MVP.

Closing out the athletics pre-
sentations, Will Kasner was
named junior boys Athlete of
the Year, and Kayla Klaassen
won the junior girls Athlete of
the Year. Xander Dupuis was
the senior boys Athlete of the
Year, and Kyleigh was the senior
girls Athlete of the Year.

For club awards, the junior
drama MVP award was shared
by Jacey Keyowski and Ma-
rie-Annette Aghedo, and the
senior drama MVP award was
shared by Gaia Smart and
Brooklyn Klaassen. Elsewhere,
the Model UN award went to
Kayla Klaassen and Brody Moe.

Last but not least, Ama-
ya Archibald won the junior
Aardvark award, while Weston
Nelson and Zander Archibald
shared the senior Aardvark
award.

Kayla Klaassen accepts the junior girls Athlete

of the Year award from Devon Thorpe.

Kayla Klaassen and Brody Moe accept the Model UN award from Dori
Banda (left) and Jordyn Pillar (right).

Jacey Keyowski and Marie-Annette Aghedo accept the junior drama

award from Jordyn Pillar (left) and Pam Boettcher.
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Minutes of an RM of Big River meeting

(Where  necessary,
the following minutes
may have been edited
for brevity or clarity.)

The minutes of the
regular council meeting
of the Rural Municipal-
ity of Big River no. 555,
held on May 4, 2026 at
the Big River Commu-
nity Centre, located at
606 First Street North,
in Big River, Saskatche-
wan.

The meeting was
called to order by Reeve
Clint Panter at 9:03
a.m.

Present: Reeve Clint
Panter, Councillors

Doug Panter — Divi-
sion 1, Justin Sullivan
— Division 2, Terence
Olsen — Division 3, and
Maurice Denis — Divi-
sion 4, and CAO Dana
Kennedy.

Olsen: That the May
4, 2026 agenda be ac-
cepted for reference
purposes. Carried

Denis: That the min-
utes of the regular
meeting of Council,
held April 13, 2026, &
the special meeting of
Council, held April 27,
2026, be approved as
presented. Carried

Sullivan: That the

Statement of Finan-
cial Activities for the
month of April 2026 be
accepted as presented.
Carried

Olsen: That the list
of accounts totaling
$59,048.98 as per at-
tached be approved as
presented. Carried

Denis: That the ac-
counts be approved for
payment and added to
the next list of accounts
presented to Council.
Carried

Reeve Panter declared
a conflict of interest as
he is an employee of
Len’s Trucking Ltd. and

ComMUNITY CALENDAR

SPIRITWOOD: Wapiti Regional Library - Tuesday 10am - 5pm; Wednesday
10am - 5pm; Thursday 1pm to 5pm; Friday 10am - 5pm

LEOVILLE: Wapiti Regional Library - Wednesday 10am - 4pm; Thursday
10am - 4pm

SHELL LAKE: Wapiti Regional Library - Tuesday 11am - 4pm; Wednesday
12 pm -5 pm

BLAINE LAKE: Wapiti Library - Wednesday 1pm - 6pm; Thursday 1pm -
6pm; Friday 1pm - 6pm; Saturday 10am - 3pm. Contact us for more info 306-
497-3130, www.wapitilibrary.ca.

BIG RIVER: Wapiti Library - Tuesday 11:30am - 5:30pm; Wednesday 11:30am
- 4:30pm; Thursday 11:30am - 4:30pm. Phone # 306-469-2152

CANWOOD: Canwood Branch of Wapiti Regional Library Hours: Tuesday
9:30am - 4pm; Wednesday 10:30am - 5pm; Phone: 306-468-2501

DEBDEN: Wapiti Library hours: Tuesday 10am - 4pm; Wednesday 12pm -
6pm. Librarian: Aline Hannon

LEASK: Wapiti Library & Legacy Gallery Hours - Tuesday 9am - 2pm;
Wednesday 2pm - 8pm; Friday 9am - 12pm

MARCELIN: Wapiti Library - Saturday 10am - 2pm; Thursday 2pm - 8pm.
For information on all your library needs, please contact 306-226-2110.
SHELLBROOK: Shellbrook Branch of the Wapiti Library located at 105
Railway Ave., West (Provincial building). Library Hours: Monday 2pm - 6pm;
Tuesday 2pm - 8pm; Wednesday 2pm - 8pm; Thursday 12pm - 6pm; Friday 10
am - 5pm (Story Time 10:30am - 11:30am); Saturday 10am - 4pm.

BIG RIVER: Alcoholics Anonymous Meeting — Every Wednesday,
Train Station in Big River (Railway Avenue)

7:30 pm @

BIG RIVER: Mark your calendar for the 20 Annual Northern Lights Bluegrass
and Old Tyme Music Camp (Aug 10-14) and Festival (Aug 14-16) at beautiful Ness
Creek. The Mainstage includes Virginia’s New Floyd County Ramblers and local
favourite Jake Vaadeland, with daytime workshops, nightly dances and campfire
jams. Get ready for a magical, musical ring-dang-do, we’ve got 20 years of blue-
grass and old time to be celebrating this Summer... Learn more at northernlights-
bluegrass.com.

SHELL LAKE AREA: Follow the Blue Moons to the Thickwood Hills Studio
Trail Artisan Tour — Saturday, Aug. 8 & Sunday, Aug. 9, 10am to 5pm. Find your
map at www.thickwoodhillsstudiotrail.ca or facebook.com/thickwoodhillsstudio-
trail. Follow us on Facebook for chances to WIN Shopping Vouchers.

SHELL LAKE: Annual Hey Days — July 17-19, Shell Lake, SK. Food, Parade,
Entertainment, Limbo Contest, Pancake Breakfast, Kids Games, Beer Gardens &
More! Pick up your events pamphlet at local shops! Brought to you by the Shell
Lake Events Committee.

PARKSIDE: Parkside & District Community Club — Demolition Derby —
Saturday July 25, 2026. To enter derby, phone Derek Olson 306-747-9114 or
306-747-2000. Over $17,000 in prize money! Barrel Races start @ 1pm, Derby
starts @ 3pm. Mixed Slo-Pitch Tourney, Friday Evening & Saturday, July 24
& 25. Dance Saturday Night feat. live music by Stone Halo from gpm to 2am
(must be 19 yrs, ID required). Gate Admission: $10; 6-12 yrs $5; Under 6 Free;
Dance $10. See Facebook page for full details: facebook.com/ParksideDemoli-
tionDerby

TRIPLE YOUR ADVERTISING
We'll advertise your important community event in our Community Calendar
FREE for two weeks prior to the event with purchase of a
2 column x 2” Display ad for only:

$60-°° plus G.S.T. - A savings of over 30%

Available to Non-Profit & Community Organizations Only

Call Now For Further Details
“Don’t miss out on letting your Community and others know of your event!”

Shellbrook Chronicle & Spiritvood BHerald

Box 10, Shellbrook, SK S0J 2EQ
Ph: 306-747-2442 « Fax: 306-747-3000 « Email: chads@sbchron. com

left the Council Cham-
bers at 9:21 a.m.

Olsen: That the in-
voices from  Len’s
Trucking Ltd. totaling
$2,021.25 be approved
as presented. Carried

Reeve Panter re-
turned to the Council
Chambers at 9:22 a.m.
and resumed the chair.

D. Panter: That Coun-
cil approve the recom-
mendation from the Big
River Health Improve-
ment Committee to
proceed with the pur-
chase of a CBC analyzer
for the Big River Med-
ical Clinic Laboratory,
with funding allocated
from the Health Care
Fund GIC. Carried

C. Panter: That in ac-
cordance with Section
22(1) of the Tax En-
forcement Act, the CAO
be given authorization
to proceed to request
title on parcels of which
the arrears of taxes
have not been paid in
full and the tax lien has
not been withdrawn or
the arrears outstanding
do not exceed the 2024
levy. Carried

Sullivan: That the Ru-
ral Municipality of Big
River No. 555 apply to
the Saskatchewan Pub-
lic Safety Agency to be
designated an eligible
assistance area under
the Provincial Disaster
Assistance ~ Program
(PDAP), which provides
financial assistance
for restoring essential
services and property
as a result of substan-
tial damages caused by
spring flooding on the
dates of April 28 to May
4. Carried

C. Panter: That the
Rural Municipality of
Big River No. 555 apply
to the Saskatchewan
Public Safety Agency
to be designated an el-
igible assistance area
under the Provincial
Disaster Assistance
Program (PDAP), which
provides financial as-
sistance for restoring
essential services and
property as a result of
substantial ~damages
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caused by heavy snow-
fall events occurring on
April 7 to 8. Carried

D. Panter: That the
RM of Big River No.
555 designate WSP
Engineering as the
Owner’s Engineer for
the Town Bridge Proj-
ect and authorize the
Reeve and Administra-
tor to execute the re-
quired agreements and
documentation related
to engineering, design,
and project adminis-
tration services for the
project, in accordance
with the Rural Integrat-
ed Roads for Growth
(RIRG) Program re-
quirements. Carried

Sullivan: That the RM
of Big River No. 555 ap-
prove the 2026 Pickle-
ball Lease Agreement
between the Municipal-
ities of the Town of Big
River and the R.M. of
Big River No. 555, oper-
ating as the Big River &
District Recreation and
Cultural Board, and
the Big River Pickleball
Club for the lease and
use of the Rink Arena
Dry Ice Surface locat-
ed within the Big Riv-
er Community Centre
for the period of May 1,
2026 to Sept. 30, 2026,
at a rate of $285.71 plus
GST per month, and
further that the Reeve
and Administrator be
authorized to execute
the agreement on be-
half of the municipality.
Carried

Olsen: That the RM
of Big River No. 555
approve the Servicing
Agreement  between
the Rural Municipali-
ty of Big River No. 555
and Daniel and Car-
men Daley respecting
the proposed subdivi-
sion of Parcel B, Plan
102208328, located in
the NW. quarter Sec-
tion 02-57-08-W3, pur-
suant to Section 172 of
The Planning and De-
velopment Act, 2007,
and further that the
Reeve and Adminis-
trator be authorized to
execute the agreement
on behalf of the munici-

pality. Carried

Denis: That the RM
of Big River No. 555
approve the Servicing
Agreement between the
Rural Municipality of
Big River No. 555 and
Matthew Schauer re-
specting the proposed
subdivision of Parcel
B, located in Part N.W.
quarter Section 32-57-
08-W3 Ext 49, pursu-
ant to Section 172 of
The Planning and De-
velopment Act, 2007,
and further that the
Reeve and Adminis-
trator be authorized to
execute the agreement

on behalf of the munici-
pality. Carried
Sullivan: That the

Rural Municipality of
Big River host the 2026
Electronic Waste Event.
Carried

Denis: That we ac-
knowledge the CAO
granted SaskPower ap-
proval to install power
& poles along SW 21-
57-08 W3 into Parcel
A Plan 101811529. Car-
ried

Delegation: Clayton
from Con-Aid Soil Sta-
bilizer appeared before
council virtually to dis-
cuss their road stabili-
zation product. (10:00
a.m. to 10:21 a.m.)

Delegation: Jacque-
line & Brian Carleton
appeared before coun-
cil to discuss bylaw en-
forcement. (10:22 a.m.
t0 10:36 a.m.)

C. Panter: That the
RM office distribute
park boat permits and
issue park fishing li-
censes for the west side
of the park. Carried

C. Panter: That the
Rural Municipality
of Big River donate 6
loads of gravel from the
shop yard to the ceme-
tery. Carried

Denis: That the main-
tenance and committee
reports be acknowl-
edged and filed. Car-
ried

Olsen: That the corre-
spondence be received
and filed. Carried

Sullivan: That this
meeting be adjourned.

BELIEVE IT?

How do Canadians know if it’s true (or not)?
They turn to the trusted source:
newspapers in print, online, tablet and
0 phone. And, research finds that they trust
) the ads there too — more than those in any

other medium.

Be where Canadians look.

. News Media Canada
I Médias d’Info Canada
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Sports has its stars
and its superstars but
only a handful through-
out the 21st century
could be deemed mega-
stars. The megastar list
might include Wayne
Gretzky, Babe Ruth,
Tiger Woods, Michael
Jordan and Pele, but
Argentine soccer leg-
end Lionel Messi has
the credentials neces-
sary to join that exclu-
sive group.

For more than 20
years, Messi has starred
on the world stage,
playing in a record six
FIFA World Cups, lead-
ing Argentina’s nation-
al team whenever inter-
national competitions
are held and is the lead-
er of the Inter Miami
team in Major League
Soccer. But if North
American sports fans
were unaware of Mes-
si’s brilliance, they got
a first-hand look at the
megastar in action in
Argentina’s first World
Cup game, played in
Kansas City against
Algeria. At the age of
38, all Messi did in
his team’s opener was
score all three goals —
his first World Cup hat
trick — in a 3-0 victo-
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ry, bringing his World
Cup career goal total to
16. That tied him with
former German striker
Miroslav Klose. With
five or six more games
to go, Messi is almost
certain to be No. 1 by
the time the World Cup
ends in mid-July.
Messi played in his
first World Cup in
2006, when he was a
fuzzy-cheeked 18-year-
old with star potential
written all over him.
That potential man-
ifested itself into the
football legend the
world knows today. He
spent the first 17 years
of his career with Bar-
celona in the top Span-
ish league, La Liga. He
then spent two seasons
with Paris and the latest
four with Inter Miami.
In those 23 seasons
Messi accumulated 579
goals in 644 games. He
was at his most prolific
during his Barcelona
days, averaging more
than a goal a game (464
games, 474 goals).
Argentina has won
three World Cup ti-
tles through the years,
the latest coming in
2022 when Messi led
his team to victory

Health card
renewals coming

in fall

By MINISTRY OF HEALTH
Submitted

With health cards set to expire at the end of 2026,
eHealth is reminding Saskatchewan residents to make
sure their address and family information on file is up-
to-date to ensure they receive their new health card

stickers this fall.

2026 is a health card renewal year and preparations
are underway. eHealth will begin mailing out renewal
stickers to anyone currently eligible for Saskatchewan
health coverage starting mid-September.

If your address or other personal information has
changed, Health Registries needs to know. It is easy to
provide updates online at ehealthsask.ca. Let eHealth
know if you have had any changes in the last three

years, such as:
« new address

« changes in your family (e.g. marriage, divorce, ad-
dition or removal of dependents)

If you have moved and already used Express Ad-

dress and chose to update your health card, no action

is required.

Renewal stickers will extend your current health
card and service coverage until Dec. 31, 2029; put
them on your card as soon as they arrive. If your health
card expires, you could be billed for medical services.
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over France. Only two
other teams have won
consecutive World Cup
championships and
Messi would love noth-
ing more than to help
Argentina pull off a re-
peat title this year.

As Gretzky’s 99 is
the revered number in
hockey, Messi’s No. 10
is the most recogniz-
able in the world of soc-
cer. Messi nearly had
four goals in Argen-
tina’s opener against
Algeria, but one of No.
10’s markers was disal-
lowed due to an offside
infraction.

“'m at a loss for
words about Leo,” Ar-
gentina coach Lionel
Scaloni told an Asso-
ciated Press reporter.
“What can I say? He’s

incredible.”

Since he’ll be 42 when
the next World Cup
rolls around in 2030,
Messi will likely be long
retired. Statues in Ar-
gentina will be erected
in his honour, highways
will be dedicated to
him and the name ‘Lio-
nel’ will continue to be
a favourite for Argen-
tine parents to name
their babies. And who
knows, he may be the
first 42-year-old to ever
play in the World Cup.

“This is my sixth
World Cup and T still
feel like I'm in good
shape,” Messi told the
AP.

« Toronto’s Keegan
Matheson, MLB.com
reporter, on the trou-
bles experienced by the
Blue Jays’ high-paid
star Vladimir Guerrero,
Jr.: “On all the baseball
teams he’s played on
his whole life, Vladdy’s
used to being ‘the guy.’
Now, he’s the problem.”

+ Cathal Kelly of the
Globe and Mail, on the
Stanley Cup winning
Carolina Hurricanes:
“The most anonymous
good hockey team since
the KGB had its own
club.”
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Messi the star of stars 1n soccer

« Jesse Granger in
The Athletic, on John
Tortorella not being re-
tained as coach of the
Golden Knights after
being hired with eight
games left in the reg-
ular season: “As is the
case for many trips to
Las Vegas, John Tor-
torella was there for a
good time, not a long
time.”

« Another one from
Kelly on the new Leafs’
coach: “(Jim Hiller’s)
first order of business
— make (Auston) Mat-
thews happy. Every-
body knows it. Which
means that Matthews
is the real coach.”

« Steve Simmons of
the Toronto Sun: “What
I heard no one say in
the past month: ‘Boy, I
hope Jim Hiller is the
next coach of the Maple
Leafs.”

e Adam Schupak of
Golfweek, after Har-
ry Higgs wore shorts
— violating the dress
code — to Shinnecock
Hills for the first round
of the U.S. Open: “It’s
unclear what was fog-
gier — the sky above
Shinnecock, which was
so soupy it led to a two-
hour weather delay or

Higgs’s mind.”

« Greg Cote of the Mi-
ami Herald, on the UFC
cage matches on the
White House lawn to
mark America’s 250th
birthday: “Nothing says
patriotism and ‘Amer-
ica’ quite like a bunch
of guys punching and
kicking each other.”

« Headline from fark.
com: “Sorry. Rooting
for Iran at World Cup
is not allowed. Please
cheer for only approved
countries. Thank you
for your time.”

« Another one from
Cote, on the NBA fi-
nalists’ respective
stars: “Imagine (Victor)
Wembanyama stand-
ing next to Knicks 6-1
star Jalen Brunson. A
silhouette might look
like a father walking his
small son to school.”

« Columnist Mike Bi-
anchi in the Orlando
Sentinel: “The winning
golfer in the U.S. Open
won $4.3 million. LIV
Golf used to call that
sort of money chump
change, but now they
call it next season’s en-
tire operating budget.”

Care to comment?
Email brucepen-
ton2003@yahoo.ca

Sask NDP releases healthcare plan

By SASK NDP
Submitted

The Saskatchewan NDP has
released a major report and a
crucial path forward to deliver
big, bold change in Saskatche-
wan healthcare after receiving
hundreds of feedback surveys
and engaging in over 1,000 dis-
cussions with workers, patients,
researchers, municipal leaders,
organizations and Indigenous
leaders.
The interim report and sum-
mary comes as part of the on-
going Your Care, Your Say proj-
ect (YourCareYourSay.ca) and
identifies six major themes that
define the crisis in healthcare,
which is worse than ever after
20 years of Sask. Party failures:
e Primary Care is Not Pri-
mary: A System Without a
Front Door

 Centralization Without Re-
sults: The Loss of Account-
ability and Local Deci-
sion-Making Under the SHA

« In The Dark & No Seat at

the Table: Exclusion, Lack of
Transparency, Communica-
tion Breakdown

e Burnt Out and Shut Out:
Healthcare Provider Reten-
tion Must Be The Focus

 Pressure and Declining Ac-
cess: A System Responding
to Crises Instead of Prevent-

ing Them

» Waste, = Mismanagement,
and the Rise of For-Profit
Care

“People can’t find a family doc-
tor, our hospitals are overrun,
workers are burning out and
leaving the profession and rural
emergency rooms close without
warning — the system is literally
crumbling all around us,” Beck
said. “Still, the resolve of Sas-
katchewan people is incredible
— they know we used to lead the
nation in healthcare and we can
do it again.

“They believe we can fix this
and deliver healthcare that is
focused on patients, supports
workers and that is transparent.
People told us clearly — it’s time
for change in Saskatchewan
healthcare.”

The report also lays out five
principles that will guide health-
care policy development in the
months to come:

« Make primary care the
foundation of the healthcare
system.

« Put patients and communi-
ties back at the centre of de-
cision-making.

o Support and retain health-
care workers.

e Improve transparency, ac-
countability and access to
information.

« Strengthen public health-
care through better plan-
ning and stewardship.

Beck’s team will also be work-

ing further in the months ahead
on solutions to address the un-
precedented crisis in mental
health and addictions. Saskatch-
ewan has the longest waits for
mental health services in Can-
ada. Emergency calls for drug
overdoses have skyrocketed by
800 per cent since Scott Moe
became Premier.

More solutions will be re-

leased at YourCareYourSay.ca in
the months ahead.

ADVERTISING DEADLINE IS

FRIDAY 4:00 P.M.
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BISSON - Sylva

Sylva Bisson passed
away peacefully with
family by his side on
Friday, June 19, 2026,
at Canwood Whispering
Pine Place, at the age of
94.

Born in Debden on
September 24, 1931, Syl-
va was the sixth of thir-
teen children. Raised
on the family farm, he
learned early the values

of hard work, persever-
ance, faith, and family.
Farming was his way of
life until the age of 44,
then he moved to town
and began a new chap-
ter as the town foreman.
He later managed the
Canwood Golf Course
and continued to lend a
helping hand at Dwayne
and Sylvia’s farm until
retirement.

Sylva shared 65 won-
derful years of marriage
with his beloved wife,
Thérese. Together they
raised three daugh-
ters—Sylvia, Irene, and
Denise. Nothing brought
him greater joy than
watching his family grow
through the generations.

Sylva lived by exam-
ple through kindness,
humility, devotion, and
unwavering support to
those he loved. He en-
joyed fishing, golfing,
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Sylva Bisson

and a good game of
cards, where his compet-
itive spirit and quick wit
were always on display.
Known for his playful
sense of humor, he loved
teasing his grandchil-
dren, great-grandchil-
dren and even the great-
great grandchildren.
Sylva will be remem-
bered for the life advice
he gave to everyone of
“Have Fun, but Safe
Fun”, the way he wore
his hats - always with a
little tip to the side, his
love for adventure - from
family trips with Thérese
and daughters, then later
with his grandkids, and
for his country drives
- where he would remi-
nisce of who lived where
and what sort of she-
nanigans they got into
together. He will always
be remembered for his
cheerful disposition and
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AN UNUSUAL BARBECUE

By DEB ANDERSON
Submitted

Shortly after being saved, I attend-
ed a friend’s barbecue and was likely
the only one there not “partying it
up.” My heart and mind were so full
of the New Testament, which I had
nearly finished reading. I had come
across a writing of Paul that fascinat-
ed me.

He wrote to the church that all peo-
ple “although not having the law (Ten
Commandments and Old Testament
writings) are a law to themselves,
who show the work of the law written
in their hearts, their conscience also
bearing witness, and between them-
selves their thoughts accusing or else
excusing them...” (Romans 2: 14,15).

Through conscience and the grace
of God all people know right from
wrong. I found that hard to believe for
some reason. I put forth a challenge
to those at the barbeque — “Could
they list the Ten Commandments?”

After about an hour, I had heard
one here and one there and, by gol-
ly, if they hadn’t listed them all ex-
cept one! In the end, they admitted
defeat on the final one which was
“Remember the sabbath day to keep
it holy.” I congratulated them all on
such a magnificent display of recall.
Most seemed relieved the “game” was
over, though I must say some of the
answers came from the least likely
characters.

That same section of Paul’s writ-
ings clarifies his case that “all have
sinned, all of us, like sheep, have
gone astray,” and that God’s provi-
sion is that we are not saved by being
flawless individuals. Like Abraham,
it is faith, our trust, our belief that is

noticed by God.

I highly recommend reading these
pages of Paul’s writings. For me, at
the time, all that had happened in my
soul was such a mystery. Good, but a
mystery. Paul’s legal terms like “justi-
fied” I found difficult to understand.
Someone tried to make this easy ex-
plaining “Just as if I'd never sinned.”
It all seemed so deep, and how could
it be?

Paul takes nine pages to explain
basic concepts that unveil the mys-
tery of the believer’s standing before
God because of faith in Christ’s life,
death and resurrection and moves on
to explain how His new life puts to
death (as it were) the old sin nature
and lives in resurrection Spirit and
power. Very helpful. So cool. Thanks
Paul.

Paul intrigued me, as his conver-
sion was so remarkable and I could
relate to the sudden “about face” that
he experienced. One day he was sure
that killing Christians was his life’s
calling, and after a vision of Jesus, he
did a complete 180 and devoted the
rest of his life to the faith.

So remarkable, and yet very much
the type of event we all testify to once
understanding and conviction truly
touches our hearts.

easygoing nature.

Though life brought
its share of heartache,
including the loss of his
beloved wife in 2019 and
the loss of his daughters,
Sylvia and Irene, and
son-in-law Dwayne in
2022, Sylva faced each
challenge with strength,
resilience, and grace.

Sylva was the pillar
of our family. His love,
compassion, and gen-
erosity will continue to
guide us for generations
to come. May God care
for you as you cared for
us! Nous savons que tu
es maintenant au par-
adis avec Dieu. Aujo-
urd’hui, tu te présentes
au Seigneur avec amour
et quil vienne a ta ren-
contre.

He leaves behind his
loving daughter, Denise
(Camille) Dumais;
grandchildren, Chad

(Daralyn)

Jamie (Kurt
Soucy, Riley (Holly
Hart) Lepage, Faryn
(Ed) Anderson, Robynn
(Evan) Holstein, Renee
(Conor) Heeney, Tyler

Lepage,
Somers)

(Candis) Dumais,
Janelle (Jordan)
Turgeon, Nadine (Kyle)
Slobodian, and Craig

(Valerie) Dumais; 23
great-grandchildren;
4 great-great-
grandchildren. He will
also be greatly missed by
his siblings along with
many extended family
members and friends
whose lives he touched.
A Prayer Service took
place on Thursday, June
25, 2026, at St. Jean
Baptiste Roman Cath-
olic Church in Debden,
Saskatchewan, led by Sr.
Rita Bisson and Chan-
tal Bisson. The Funeral
Mass celebration was

July 2, 2026

held on Friday, June 26,
2026, at St. Jean Bap-
tiste Roman Catholic
Church in Debden, Sas-
katchewan, with Father
Mariusz Zajac officiat-
ing.

“A life well lived, a man
deeply loved, and a lega-
cy that will never be for-
gotten.”

Memorial donations
may be made in memory
of Sylva to the Debden
Heritage Manor (Box
608 Debden, SK SoJ
0S0).

Family and friends
wishing to send condo-
lences online are wel-
come to visit www.beau-
lacfuneralhome.com.
Arrangements have been
entrusted to the care
of Beau “Lac” Funeral
Home & Crematorium,
Tammy Smart, Funeral
Director, Shellbrook, SK
306-747-2828.

McLeod earns doctorate

By GLENN STRUBE
Submitted

Tenielle McLeod
(Strube), daughter of
Foxdale’s Glenn Strube
and McGrath, Alta.’s,
Norma Beck, complet-
ed her doctorate of Ed-
ucation in Adult Learn-
ing from the Werklund
School of Education at
the University of Cal-
gary on Nov. 19.

She officially walked
across the stage on
June 10, her birthday,
to receive her degree.

She has worked in
post-secondary educa-
tion for many years, in-
cluding Sask Polytech
and the University of
Regina. She current-
ly holds a postdoctor-
al fellowship at USask
in the Centre for the
Scholarship of Teach-
ing and Learning.

Tenielle is also a
school board trust-
ee with Prairie South
School Division. She
resides in Moose Jaw
with her husband, Tim,
and three kids.

Tenielle McLeod (Strube) recently obtained her
doctorate of Education in Adult Learning.
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This Space Is Law Office H AN H|E AR This Space Is

Waiting For You

Keep Your Business In
The Public Eye And A
Quick Reference At Your
Customer’s Finger Tips.

Call Today:
306-747-2442

RESIDENTIAL - COMMERCIAL - FARM'

Bevra Fee, Realtor®
(306) 883-7058

DELBERT DYNNA
100A - 10th St. East

NOVUS LAW GROUP
Wilcox Holash McCullagh

Bill Cannon, in person,

NOVUS LAW GROUP
Wilcox Holash McCullagh

Shelley Cannon, in person,

ol

SHELLTOWN

PLUMBING & HEATING

Waiting For You

One-Year Term:

Prince Albert, SK S6V 0Y7 by appointment by appointment Courteous, professional, $600 + GST ($11.54/week)
52 Main Street, Shellbrook NEW LOCATION: reliable, plumbing, heating, 6-Month Term:
phone (306) 764-6856 306-922-4700 236 Main St., Spiritwood gas fitting services $450 + c;soTn ($1$,r:;q Iweek)
fax (306) 763-9540 All lawyers, Monday - Friday, All lawyers, Monday - Friday, Ph: 306-747-4332 )
. ! ‘ ! 1200 Central Ave., Prince Albert Shellbrook, Sask. Call Tod ay.
Preferred areas of practice: 1200 Central Ave., Prince Albert 306-922-4700 or
Wills, Estates, Real Estate 306-922-4700 scannon@novuslaw.ca m 3 0 6' 74 7'2 4 42
REAITOR® FARMLAND? » LANE COUNTRY'S LOCAL REALTOR Your Local Realtor™... W, ,t, For Y.
v W Working Hard. ... aimting ror rou
oW 306.883.7449 o Sell g Rsident
306.747.7488 /“\\—/ﬂz ol or ten Connge s commerit| | Keep Your Business In
PARKSIDE, SK Gerald Muller ¢ Properties For You!

kafeige@saskiel.net

Providing the service you deserve!

FARMLAND SPECIALIST

306-570-7743

Located in Shell Lake
and continuing 1o

proudly support &

| 306-441-1625 (cel)

ssk@littleloon.ca

The Public Eye And A
Quick Reference At Your

Miﬁ:&gaig:&gf}:?s : skfarmland.ca servw aur local ’\.A.lww.shawnaschirakroekel.'fgf!l" Customer's Finger Tips.
i — Call Today:
( C(%C heathersarrazin.com - IV )
DWE|N TRASK o e deritial | Cologs - - " 1 Country
b w6 Realty I0C REALTY | |7 rei oo | | rewax P ownedz oprated 306-747-2442
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Keep Your Business In
The Public Eye And A
Quick Reference At Your
Customer’s Finger Tips.

Call Today:
306-747-2442

Keep Your Business In
The Public Eye And A
Quick Reference At Your
Customer’s Finger Tips.

Call Today:

306-747-2442

Your Guide to
Home Services
and Repair
Professionals

Waiting For You

One-Year Term: $1,200 + GST ($23.08 per week)

6-Month Term: $900 + GST ($34.62 per week)

Call Today:
306-747-2442

Keep Your Business In
The Public Eye And A
Quick Reference At Your
Customer’s Finger Tips.

Call Today:
306-747-2442

Keep Your Business In
The Public Eye And A
Quick Reference At Your
Customer’s Finger Tips.

Call Today:
306-747-2442




THE CLASSIFIEDS

14¢ Shellbrook Chronicle & Spiritwood Herald

Phone
306-747-2442

Fax
306-747-3000

Email

chads@sbchron.com

P.O. Box 10, Shellbrook, SK SoJ 2E0
Advertising Deadline - Friday: 4:00 p.m.
Subscriptions
$80.00 + $4.00 (GST) = $84.00/year

Shellbrook Chronicle

Reaching over 10,000 people

weekly.

Personal Classifieds:
$16.00 for 20 words + 20¢ per
additional word for the 1% week.
Additional weeks: $8.00/week + GST.
Classified Display:
$26.25/column inch. Minimum 2
column inches = $52.50 + GST.
For All Other Advertising
Please Contact Our Office at:
Ph: 806-747-2442 or Fax: 806-747-3000
Email:
news: chnews@sbchron.com
advertising: chads@sbchron.com

www.shellbrookchronicle.com | www.spiritwoodherald.com

SWNA Blanket Classifieds
Reaching almost 6 million people weekly.
Cost for 25 words:
Saskatchewan market............... $209.00

Per extra word........cccccovveveennn.. $5.00
Alberta market ......

Per extra word........cccccooveeeeennn.. $8.00
Manitoba market...................... $189.00

Eastman........c.cccooeeiiinns $119.00

Westman.........cccoeveeveecieennnn. $119.00

Per extra word........cccccovveeueennn.. $5.00
Quebec market

English ..o

Per extra word
Atlantic market .....
Per extra word
Also Available: Quebec (French) ............... $967.00

July 2, 2026

Enhance Your Ad (Sask. Only)
Reaching Over 330,000 People Weekly
Size: 2 col. X 27 .. $599.00
Size: 2 col. X 47 .o, $799.00

Deadline for Booking/Material
Friday at 4 p.m.
Contact the Shellbrook Chronicle
306-747-2442
or Email:

chads@sbchron.com
All prices plus applicable taxes.

NOTICE
This newspaper accepts advertisements in
good faith. We advise that it is in your interest
to investigate offers personally. Publications
by this paper should not be taken as an
endorsement of the product or services offered.

NOTICE TO CREDITORS ‘

NOTICE TO NOTICE TO
CREDITORS CREDITORS
Intheestateof SHIRLEY In the [Estate of
JOAN JOHNSTON, LEA LUCILLE

LITTLEWOLFE, late
of Shell Lake, Sask.,
deceased. All claims
against the above estate,
duly verified by statutory
declaration and with
particulars and valuation
of security held, if any,
must be sent to the

late of Mistawasis, SK,
deceased. All claims
against the above estate,
duly verified by statutory
declaration and with
particulars and valuation
of security held, if any,
must be sent before
August 24", 2026 to:

Dayna Johnston undersigned before the
387 Scenic Glen PlaceNW 31t day of July, 2026:
Calgary, AB, T3L 1J5 Barry Dafoe
2-26 PO Box 505
Shell Lake, SK SoJ 2Go
2-26
ADVERTISING
DEADLINE IS CLASSIFIEDS

SNE  WORK!
4:00 P.M. 306-747-2442

BLACKANDRED | (Make WMoney
ANGUS Yearling With The
and Two-year-old o
Bulls. Adrian Ed- Classifieds

Sell your stuff with

wards, Valleyhills
a little help from the

Angus - Glaslyn,
SK.

. Shellbronk
PH: 306-441-0946 (ﬂhrnnitle
24-27 . .
Spiritwond
#Herald
MEMORIAMS 20 words for only
In fond remem- $16.00 plus GST
brance of Georgia $8.00 for each
Anderson, Lillian iti
) ) additional week
glstlen &Art Mareh- |, pditional words 20¢
- Ed Anderson & 306-747-2442
Family chads@

sbchron.com

$(0

HAVE FLYERS
TO DISTRIBUTE?

@é/&ug acafl!

($0.07 per insert)

Inquire for volume discounts

Target just one or as many communities as you’d
like within our distribution area, including:

Shellbrook, Shellbrook RR, Holbein, Parkside, Leask, Marcelin,
Blaine Lake, Canwood, Debden, Big River, Mont Nebo,
Shell Lake, Spiritwood, Spiritwood RR, Leoville, Chitek Lake,
Medstead, Rabbit Lake, Mayfair, Glenbush

Contact us for distribution quantities

Shellbrook Chronicle
& Spiritiwood Herald

CONTACT US AT:
306-747-2442 or chads@sbchron.com

1,000
Inserts

PRAISE & W ORSHIP

Regular services, Sunday school and special services will be listed.

LUTHERAN CHURCH
Zion - Canwood
Sunday School,

Worship Sunday, 9 a.m.
(in-person only)

St. John’s - Shellbrook
Sunday School,
Worship Sunday, 11 a.m.
(in-person and online
via Facebook live)
Rev. Emmanuel Aristide
PENTECOSTAL
CHURCH
Parkside
10:30 a.m. Worship
Pastor Lorne Valuck
306-747-3572
Shellbrook
Adult Study 9:30 a.m.
Sun., 10:30 a.m. - Worship
Rev. Jordan Clark
306-850-0429
Canwood
10 a.m. - Worship
Pastor Lyndon Petten
587-973-2223
Leask Gospel Tabernacle
Sunday 11 a.m.
Pastor Josh
1-780-690-2100
PRESBYTERIAN
Mistawasis
Sunday worship 11 a.m.
Rev. Stewart Folster

UNITED CHURCH
Big River
Sundays

11 a.m.. - Worship
at Anglican Church
Rev. Dave Whalley
306-747-2804
ANGLICAN CHURCH
Leask - All Saint’s
Sunday Service - 9 am MP
St. Andrew’s - Shellbrook
Sunday Service - 11 am MP
June 21, 10:30 a.m. at
St. Luke’s Mont Nebo,
H.C. & Deconsecration
w/ Bishop Rick Reed
Potluck lunch to follow
Minister’s Warden:
306-922-5159
EVANGELICAL FREE
Big River

10:00 a.m. - Worship

Bible Classes resume
in the fall

306-469-2258
Youth Nite:
Fridays at 7 p.m.
Mont Nebo
Sun. Worship - 11:00 a.m.
(10:30 a.m. June — August)
306-468-2525
IMMANUEL LUTHERAN
Parkside
11 a.m. - Worship
(in-person and online
via Facebook Live)
10 a.m. - Sunday School

CATHOLIC CHURCH
Debden
Sun. Mass - 9:30 a.m.
Fr. Mariusz Zajac
Big River - Sacred Heart
Sun., 11:30 a.m. - Mass
Whitefish
Sun., 2:30 p.m. - Mass.
Victoire
Sat., 7:30 p.m. - Mass.
Fr. Mariusz Zajac
St. Agatha’s - Shellbrook
Mass - Sunday 11 a.m.
St. Henry’s - Leask
Mass - Sunday 9 a.m.
Mistawasis
1% & 3" Sundays 1:30 p.m.
Fr. Tuan Doan
SEVENTH DAY
ADVENTIST
407-2" Ave E, Shellbrook
Sat., 9:45 a.m. - Sabbath
School
Sat., 11:00 am - Worship
Pastor Myshan Irving
306-747-3398
EVENING LIGHT
TABERNACLE
Ahtahkakoop FN
Sunday Service 10:30 a.m.
Communion 1% Wed.
of month
Pastor Burton Ahenakew
306-468-7537

PRAISE & WORSHIP

Regular services, Sunday school and special services will be listed.

PARTNERS IN FAITH
Lutheran/United/
Christchurch Anglican,
137-2nd St. W.
Spiritwood
Worship 10:00 a.m.
Rev. Sarah Urano
UNITED /ANGLICAN
Worship Services
Glaslyn
Time is on the sign
Rev. Kun Kim
Rev. Don Skinner
CATHOLIC
SATURDAY
Medstead — 6:00 p.m.
Shell Lake — 8:00 p.m.
SUNDAY
Spiritwood - 9:00 a.m.
Leoville — 11:00 a.m.
Chitek Lake — 1:00 p.m.
Everyone Welcome
Fr. Phinh Do

COWBOY CHURCH
Spiritwood
Every 1st & 3rd Wed. 7 pm
Spiritwood Legion Hall
Pastor Rick Martin
FIELDS OF HOPE
(HOFFNUNGSFELDER)
MENNONITE CHURCH
Glenbush (May thru Sept)
10:00 am Worship
Rabbit Lake Mennonite
Church (June thru Sept)
2nd Sunday - 10 am Worship
BETHEL
Medstead
2nd Sunday, 10 am -
Worship
Pastor David Jensen
4th Sunday, 10 am - Worship
Pastor David Jensen

MENNONITE BRETHREN
Glenbush
10:00 am - Sunday School
Worship 10:50 am
Gideons International
of Canada
Battlefords Camp
Phone Art Martynes
(306) 389-4633
PARTNERS IN WORSHIP
Shell Lake
Worship Services
Sunday 10:00 a.m.
306-883-8885
LAKELAND
COMMUNITY CHURCH
(Corner of 1** Ave. and
4™ St., Spiritwood)
Sun., 11 am - Worship
Service & Sunday School
Pastor Michael Kluthe
306-883-2380

www.shellbrookchronicle.com

www.spiritwoodherald.com
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classifiec

The SWNA and its Member Newspapers cooperatively deliver your message to morve than half a million readers every week.

BUSINESS SERVICES

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES

FEED AND SEED

El PROBLEMS?

The Saskatchewan
Unemployed Workers
Help Centre can help!

We are a non-profit

community based
organization that has
since 1995 provided
assistance and
representation for El
claimants throughout
Saskatchewan.

ALL SERVICES ARE
FREE OF CHARGE

Call 306-382-8662
for further information
or Visit
www.unemployed
workerscentre.org

Maintenance /
Operations

Couple or Person Required

Full time, relocation position
Road access fishing / hunting /
motel operation.

All maintenance skills / building/
repair skills required such as
carpentry, plumbing, mechanical,
minor electrical, welding.
Large, fully equipped shop
onsite. Heavy equipment & boat
operation skills / experience
an asset.

Housing & utilities included.
Self motivated, problem solver
required. Non drug users,
including marijuana.

Call 306-754-2021

Buying/Selling
FEED GRAINS
heated / damaged
CANOLA/FLAX
Top price paid
FOB FARM
Western
Commodities
877-695-6461
Visit our website @
www.westerncommodities.ca

FARM STRESS
LINE

IF YOU ARE
EXPERIENCING
SYMPTOMS OF STRESS,
THE FARM STRESS
LINE IS AVAILABLE
24/7 At

1-800-667-4442
1} oo

WALK-IN-TUBS

SASKATCHEWAN

WWW. W

Quality Canadian Made Walk-In
Bathtubs for Less!

Low step-up for easy access.
Stay Independent and safe, in your home.
Experienced installers & locally owned.
Lifetime Warranty

Act now and save up to $1000
Call today! 1-306-536-7660

intubssask.ca

2

AGPRO - BUYING:
FEED BARLEY &
HEATED CANOLA

For Bids, Call/Text:
306-873-0481
or visit:
agproseeds.com
AGPRO MARKET
REPORT:
Farmers, call to
sign up for
Free Today!

FINANCIAL SERVICES

Private mortgage
lender. All real estate
types  considered.
No credit checks
done. Deal direct
with lender and get
quick approval. (403)
543-0927 WWW.
firstandsecondmort
gages.ca

LAND WANTED TRAVEL WANTED
0SOYOOS LAKE- Cash 4 Coin
SHORE VILLA Collections!
VACATION RENTAL
EXECUTIVE VILLA
| am currently in Osoyoos, BC,
PURCHASING single ~ WIth Pfeathtaé","g
to large blocks of ake views and just
ge bl 3 minutes from Aiso BUYING Old
. town. ewelry, Nuggt_ets,
NO FEES OR Bullion, Gold, Silver,
COMMISSIONS EXPERIENCE THE Platinum, Sterling
ULTIMATE Silverware, Franklin Mint
bSaskatc;:hgwa(;l | GETAWAY! sets, Royal Canadian
orn and raised, . Mint Coins, pre 1937
know farming and Or Ws\l;let;%e\':,? rmer Paper Money, old coins,

farmland and can
help you every step
of the way.

Doug Rue,
for further information
306-716-2671
saskfarms@shaw.ca
www.sellyourfarm
land.com

Two luxurious 5-star
resort units in
Phoenix, Arizona.

Doug 306-716-2671
osoyooslakevilla.com

numismatists, Rare
Coins, Silver Coins,
Gold coins, etc.
Covering Regina,
Saskatoon & Rural SASK.
| drive to you!
CALL ME NOW!!
TODD:
1-306-774-2420

Advertisements and
statements con-
tained herein are the
sole responsibility of
the persons or en-
tities that post the
advertisement, and
the Saskatchewan
Weekly Newspa-
per Association and
membership do not
make any warranty
as to the accuracy,
completeness, truth-
fulness, or reliability
of such advertise-
ments. For greater
information on ad-
vertising conditions,
please consult the
Association’s Blan-
ket Advertising Con-
ditions on our web-
site at www.swna.
com.

THINK FAKE NEWS DOESN'T HAVE
REAL CONSEQUENCES?

Misinformation can divide communities.

Local newspapers bring people together with facts that connect, inform and strengthen.

Trust verified news from real journalists, not algorithms, because facts matter.

News Media Canada
Médias d’Info Canada

newsmediacanada.ca

or digitally.

Learn more at championthetruth.ca

Whether they’re thumbing through pages or swiping to the next article,
4 in 5 people in Canada read the news each week — by print, online

. On the same page.
A

-

News Media Canada

Médias d’Info Canada

U CANADA’S NEWS MEDIA

CHAMPIONS
® OF THE TRUTH
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W.P. Sandin ends year with fun day

By JORDAN TWISS
Shellbrook Chronicle
Reporter

The students and staff of W.P.
Sandin High School cast aside
their lesson plans and note-
books on Wednesday, June 24,
to greet the end of the school
year with an afternoon of fun in
the sun.

Organized by the school’s
Student Leadership Council,
the long-standing school tra-
dition brought back the mud
pit for the first time since the
COVID-19 pandemic. With sup-
port from the Shellbrook Fire
& Rescue team, who set up the
pit and hosed kids off, students
enjoyed jumping and splashing,
engaging in mud fights, and
competing in tug of war.

For the more artistically inclined, rock painting provided a way to un-

wind.

www.shellbrookchronicle.com | www.spiritwoodherald.com

Whether they were slinging or splashing, students enjoyed the return of the mud pit.

When the students had their
fill of mud, they could also play
slip and slide kickball or beach
volleyball, or pursue more ar-
tistic endeavours at the chalk

drawing and rock painting sta-
tions.

The afternoon also served up
tasty treats, including cotton
candy, popcorn, sno-cones, and

the latest beverage fad: dirty
sodas.

“Students had a lot of fun
with their peers and staff mem-
bers outside of the classroom,”

i

W -

L

Y

July 2, 2026

said Rhonda Berezowski, W.P.
Sandin’s inclusive education
coach. “There were a lot of smil-
ing faces, and it was a great way
to kick off summer holidays.”

p—

r—

-
L.

Josh Lamai slides into first base during a game of slip and slide kickball.

Debden Library celebrates Indigenous culture

By ALINE HANNON
Librarian

Residents were invited
to gather at the Communi-
ty Centre on Wednesday,
June 17, for a special Indig-
enous People Event hosted
by the Debden Library, fea-
turing local artists, cultural
demonstrations, traditional
food, and live entertainment.

The event was held from
3 p.m. to 5 p.m. and offered
community members an op-

portunity to learn about and
celebrate Indigenous culture
in a welcoming and fami-
ly-friendly setting.

Visitors enjoyed refresh-
ments, including bannock
and jam, coffee, and tea,
while exploring a variety of
cultural presentations and
activities.

A highlight of the after-
noon was an appearance by
Lucille Scott, an artist and
illustrator who shared her
work through a book reading

From left to right: Lalayne Martel, Maverick Martel, Bail-
ee-Jo Martel, and Lucille Scott led the Debden Library’s Lalayne Martel showcases traditional Métis beading and

Indigenous culture event.

and painting lessons. Guests
were given a chance to learn
about Indigenous storytell-
ing and artistic traditions
firsthand.

A featured presentation by
Lalayne Martel (Lady Métis
SK) included a demonstra-
tion of traditional beading
and Métis fingerweaving.
Martel’s presentation high-
lighted the Métis sash and
its enduring cultural impor-

fingerweaving.

tance. Participants learned
how the sash was historically
woven by hand and used by
Métis people for both every-
day practical purposes and
as a symbol of identity and
pride. The demonstration
aimed to provide insight into
the rich history, artistry, and
traditions of Métis culture.
Adding to the celebration,
attendees enjoyed jigging by
Bailee-Jo Martel and fiddler

performances by Maverick
Martel, offering a lively dis-
play of traditional music and
dance that have long been
central to Métis culture.

Maverick Martel plays tra-
ditional fiddle music.

It’s Easy
to place
a classified!

Phone
306-747-2442

Fax
306-747-3000

Email:
chads@
sbchron.com
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